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Cabinet  lets 
Euro-sceptics 
off  the  leash 


By  Andrew  Pierce  Polly  Newton  and  Philip  Webster 


TORY  candidates  wishing  to 
defy  the  Government  line  on 
the  single  currency  were  given 
Cabinet  blessing  yesterday  as 
it  emerged  that  parliamentary 
aides  to  the  Foreign  Secretary 
and  party  chairman  had 
joined  the  list  of  those  saying 
Britain  must  keep  the  pound. 

Only  hours  after  John  Ma- 
jor  reiterated  that  ministers 
who  breached  the  “wait  and 
see"  policy  would  be  dis¬ 
missed.  William  Hague,  the 
Welsh  Secrecaiy  and  leading 
Euro-sceptic,  said  candidates 
were  free  to  say  what  they 
liked  about  the  euro. 

His  remarks  were  support¬ 
ed  by  Conservative  Central 
Office  which  said  that  candi¬ 
dates.  provided  they  were  not 
ministers,  had  Jong  known 
that  they  could  express  their 
personal  preferences  in  their 
election  addresses. 

Labour' and  liberal  Demo¬ 
crats  exploited  tire  apparent 
contradiction,  claiming  that 
Mr  Major's  attempt  to  control 
the  rebellion  had  fallen  apart. 

Mr  Hague  spoke  as  part  of  a 
concerted  effort  to  downplay 
statements  in  an  election 
newsletter  by  Angela  Brown¬ 
ing.  the  Agriculture  Minister, 
who  severely  strained  the 
Government's  carefully  craft¬ 
ed  policy  on  the  single  curren¬ 
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cy.  “Conservative  candidates 
do  not  all  have  to  write  exactly 
the  same  election  addresses.” 
he  said  on  Radio  4's  The 
World  at  One,  though  he 
faded  to  stipulate  that  candi¬ 
dates  who  were  ministers 
were  exceptions  to  the  rule. 
“Candidates  are  free  to  set  out 
their  views."  he  added. 

The  Prime  Minister  claimed 
Mrs  Browning’s  concern  had 
focused  principally  on  tax  and 
spend  policy.  "She  makes  it 
clear  that  she  would  not  agree 
to  transfer  of  nation  sovereign¬ 
ty  over  tax  Mid  spend  policy. 
Weil,  let  me  make  it  absolutely 
clear  neither  would  1,  neither 
would  the  Government  So  the 
position  there  is  quite  clear.” 

Some  150  candidates  have 
already  received  financial  as¬ 
sistance  from  Paul  Sykes,  the 
mlllioniare  businessman,  in 
return  for  opposing  a  single 
currency  in  their  election 
manifestos. 

There  was  speculation  that 


Both  sides  keep  hope 
of  TV  debate  alive 

By  Philip  Webster,  political  editor 


HOPES  of  a  television  debate 
between  John  Major  and  Tony 
Bfair  remained  alive  last  night 
after  talks  between  The  Times, 
the  broadcasters  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  two  main 
parties. 

Pieter  Stothard.  Editor  of 
The  Times,  has  challenged 
both  leaders  to  take  part  in  a 
debate  organised  by  the  news¬ 
paper  and  covered  by  the 
television  companies  tomor¬ 
row  week  in  central  London. 

Michael  Dobbs,  the  Conser¬ 
vative  negotiator,  said  after 
speaking  to  Mr  Stothard  and 
the  broadcasters:  “They  are  as 


keen  as  we  are  to  hold  this 
historic  debate.”  It  would  be 
difficult  in  the  short  time  left  to 
agree  details  but  “1  am  sure 
that  with  goodwill  it  can  be 
done.” 

ITV  and  the  BBC  have 
indicated  their  willingness  to 
film  the  debate.  Under  propos¬ 
als  put  forward  by  The  Times 
it  would  be  between  Mr  Major 
and  Mr  Blair,  but  arrange¬ 
ments  would  be  made  for 
Paddy  Ashdown  to  be  given  a 
fair  hearing. 

Mr  Blair’s  office  indicated 
last  night  that  it  was  ready  for 
talks. 


another  minister  might  joint 
the  revolt 

David  MacLean.  the  Euro¬ 
sceptic  Minister  of  State  at  the 
Home  Office,  declined  to  an¬ 
swer  calls  on  the  subject 
yesterday.  A  spokeswoman  in 
his  constituency  office  in 
Penrith  and  the  Borders  said: 
“The  election  address  will  be 
printed  next  week.” 

Alan  Duncan,  parliamenta¬ 
ry  private  secretary  to  Brian 
Mawhinney.  the  Tory  Chair¬ 
man,  is  another  high  profile 
rebel.  He  wrote:  “Britain  must 
retain  the  right  to  make  its 
own  law.  The  EU  should  be  a 
free  trade  area  of  sovereign 
nation  states  choosing  to  co¬ 
operate  in  some  areas.  We 
must  keep  our  veto  at  all  costs. 
I  am  opposed  to  a  single 
European  currency." 

Henry  Bellingham,  the  par¬ 
liamentary  aide  to  Malcolm 
Rifltind,  the  Foreign  Secre¬ 
tary,  has  supported  the  wait 
and  see  policy  but  made  dear 
he  would  vote  against  a  single 
currency  in  the  next  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Charles  Hendry,  a  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Tory  Party 
who  is  fighting  the  marginal 
seat  of  High  Peaks,  wrote: 
“Nothing  so  fax  has  persuaded 
me  that  it  would  be  in  our 
interests  to  join  [the  single 
currency]." 

Norman  Lamont,  the  for¬ 
mer  Chancellor,  has  left  voters 
in  Harrogate  in  little  doubt. 
He  bas  published  posters 
which  state:  "No  Surrender. 
Keep  the  pound.  No  to  the 
euro." 

David  Heathcoar-Amory. 
who  resigned  as  Paymaster 
General  to  oppose  a  single 
currency,  has  pasted  his  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  euro  on  the 
Internet 

Nigel  Evans,  who  is  parlia¬ 
mentary  private  secretary  to 
Mr  Hague,  has  also  signalled 
opposition  to  the  single  cur¬ 
rency  in  his  election  address  in 
Ribble  Valley’, 

John  Presoon,  the  Deputy 
Labour  leader,  said:  “John 
Major  ...  is  being  defied  by 
up  to  200 Tory  candidates.  The 
British  Tory  Party  makes  the 
Borgias  look  like  a  happy 
family.” 


John  Major  yesterday:  his  smiles  broadened  after  Thursday’s  Times  MORI  poll 

How  Major  got  his  smile  back 


HIT  the  “mute"  button  on 
your  video  recorder.  Watch 
John  Major's  press  conference 
on  Tuesday.  Then,  still  with¬ 
out  sound,  watch  Thursday's 
conference.  The  change  in  the 
body  language  is  unmistak¬ 
able. 

Something  in  the  eyes,  the 
mouth,  the  facial  musdes  and 
movements  of  the  head  tells 
you  wordlessly  that  this  is  a 
man  who  has  moved  from 
exhaustion  and  despair  at  the 
start  of  the  week,  to  hope  at  its 
finish.  Even  his  jokes  are 
starting  to  work. 

Like  any  complicated  indi¬ 
vidual.  John  Major  has  be¬ 
come  the  subject  of  myth. 
Principal  among  the  myths  is 
the  “If...”  myth  —  “If  you  can 
keep  your  head  when  all  about 


Matthew  Parris  watches  a 
roan  who  has  moved  from 
exhaustion  at  the  start  of  the 
week  to  hope  at  its  finish 


you /Are  losing  theirs ...”  etc. 
Major  the  stoic  the  notion  that 
this  archetypal  Englishman  is 
unflappable  and  phlegmatic 
in  all  circumstances. 

The  image  is  reinforced  by 
another,  the  “even  keel"  myth. 
The  Prime  Minister,  it  is  said, 
is  an  unemotional  man:  cool, 
detached,  slow  to  chide  and 
swift  to  bless. 

Finally,  and  linked  to  these, 
is  the  “nice  bloke”  myth:  the 
idea  that  Mr  Major  is  relaxed 
and  amiable,  ready,  even  in 
the  crack  of  doom,  for  a  pint 


and  a  chat  about  cricket  with 
anyone  he  meets. 

Those  who  work  with  him 
wall  tell  you  a  different  stmy. 
Kercely  loyal  to  him,  every 
one  of  them  —  nobody  who 
knows  him  has  any  doubt  of 
his  fundamental  decency  and 
kindness  —  they  nevertheless 
speak  of  the  Prime  Minister 
with  a  terrible  temper,  subject 
to  black  moods  of  great  inten¬ 
sity,  who  suffers  days  at  a 
stretch  gripped  with  some¬ 
thing  not  far  from  a  conviction 
that  the  whole  world  is  out  to 
get  him. 

“Imagine."  he  once  said  to  a 
friend  who  suggested  that 
being  Prime  Minister  must  be 
a  terrific  buzz,  “that  you  were 
an  actor  who.  after  a  first 

Continued  on  page  2.  col  3 


London  blackout 
plot  alleged 

Large  parts  of  London  and  the 
South  East  would  have  been 
blacked  out  for  months  if  an 
IRA  gang  had  destroyed  key 
power  installations,  an  Old 
Bailey  jury  was  told  ~  Page  3 
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Scientist  goes  to  law  over 
pattern  on  the  humble  roll 


By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


ONE  of  Britain’s  foremost 
scientists  is  suing  the  makers 
of  a  leading  brand  of  lavatory 
paper. 

Sir  Roger  Penrose,  Rouse 
Ball  Professor  of  Mathematics 
at  Oxford  University,  says  that 
although  Kleenex  Quilted 
may  be  super-absorbent  and 
gende  on  the  skin,  it  has  no 
right  to  achieve  this  by  using 
tiie  mathematical  pattern  he 
designed  20  years  ago.  In  his 
legal  action  he  seeks  destruc¬ 
tion  of  all  stocks  of  the  paper 
bearing  the  pattern. 

With  Pentaplex  Ud.  a  com¬ 
pany  that  markets  puzzles  and 
other  material  based  on  his 
design.  Sir  Roger  has  issued  a 
High  Court  writ  against 
Kimberly-Clark,  manufactur¬ 
ers  of  Kleenex,  claiming  in¬ 
fringement  of  copyright. 

Yesterday  David  Bradley  of 


Pentaplex  said:  "So  often  we 
read  of  very  large  companies 
riding  roughshod  over  small 
businesses  or  individuals,  but 
when  it  comes  to  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  Great  Britain  being 
invited  by  a  multinational 
|company|  to  wipe  their  bot¬ 
toms  on  what  appears  to  be 
the  work  of  a  knight  of  the 
realm  without  his  permission. 


mmmm 


The  Penrose  Pattern 


then  a  last  stand  must  be 
made." 

Sir  Roger,  65.  is  one  of 
Britain’s  most  distinguished 
mathematical  physicists,  an 
expert  on  black  holes  and 
consciousness.  His  “Penrose 
Partem"  consists  of  diamond 
shapes,  one  narrow,  one 
broader,  that  fit  together  to  fill 
a  two-dimensional  plane  with 
no  gaps. 

Kimberly-Clark  said  if  had 
discussions  with  Pentaplex 
last  year,  after  the  complaint 
was  made.  “We  were  frying  to 
address  the  question,  but 
those  discussions  were  never 
concluded.”  a  spokesman 
said.  "At  the  end  of  last  week, 
the  writ  was  issued.” 

Sir  Roger’s  wife  was  the  first 
to  notice  the  embossed  pat¬ 
tern,  which  appears  on  the 

Continued  on  page  2.  col  5 


Secret  runners  join 
marathon  treadmill 

By  David  Powell  and  John  Goodbody 


AS  THE  40,000  or  so  runners 
in  tins  year's  Flora  London 
Marathon  set  off  from  Bladc- 
healh  tomorrow  they  will  have 
hidden  company.  In  more 
than  60  gymnasiums  and 
health  dubs  up  and  down 
Britain,  another  1.500  would- 
be  competitors,  unable  to  gain 
a  place  in  the  real  race,  will 
take  part  too  —  on  treadmills. 
To  spur  them  on,  they  will  be 
able  to  watch  the  official 
runners  on  television  screens. 

The  project,  devised  by  the 
Cancer  Research  Campaign 
and  dubbed  Marathon  Ma¬ 
nia.  is  expected  to  raise 
£20,000  for  the  charity. 

Tracy  Cooper,  of  the  Cancer 
Research  Campaign,  said: 
“We  get  so  many  calls  from 
people  who  do  not  get  places, 
this  way  everybody  can  take 
part."  Just  as  each  participant 
who  completes  the  26  miles 


385  yards  from  Blackheatii  to 
The  Mall  will  get  a  finisher’s 
Flora  foil  blanket,  so  wifi  the 
unseen  marathoners. 

However,  some  of  tomor¬ 
row’s  treadmill  runners  will 
have  a  head  start  Those  who 
did  not  fancy  the  distance  in 
one  press  of  a  button  have 
been  allowed  to  cover  it  in 
stages.  They  have  made  their 
way,  slowly  but  surely,  for  the 
past  two  weeks,  charting 
progress  on  a  course  map. 

The  whole  idea  stemmed 
from  the  disappointment  of 
Annette  Owen,  who  trained  in 
a  gym  to  help  her  recovery 
from  ovarian  cancer.  She  app¬ 
lied  to  enter  the  1995  London 
Marathon  but  was  rejected,  so 
derided  that,  having  trained 
on  a  treadmill,  she  would  run 
the  marathon  on  one. 

Maiatiion  preview,  page  47 
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Police  praise 
courage  in 
court  of  gang 
rape  victim 

By  Lin  Jenkins  and  Richard  Ford 


AN  AUSTRIAN  gang  rape 
victim  flew  home  to  Vienna 
last  night  after  British  police 
and  lawyers  praised  her  re¬ 
markable  composure  while 
giving  evidence  of  the  attack  in 
which  she  was  also  subjected 
to  other  sexual  acts  and  racial¬ 
ly  abused. 

But  the  woman,  who  heard 
a  jury  convict  the  eighth 
member  of  a  group  of  teen¬ 
agers  of  the  violent  sexual 
assault,  broke  down  in  tears  at 
the  completion  of  her 
evidence. 

The  woman,  aged  32.  a 
mother  of  a  son  aged  five  and 
daughter  of  three,  had  re¬ 
turned  to  London  seven 
months  after  a  weekend  shop¬ 
ping  trip  ended  with  the  attack 
by  the  eight  boys  near  her 
hotel  in  King’s  Cross. 

She  came  back  to  give 
evidence  at  the  Old  Bailey  trial 
of  the  15-year-old  youth  who 
denied  rape,  indecent  assault 
and  robbing  the  woman.  The 
seven  other  youths,  part  of  a 
gang  left  to  run  wild  on  the 
capital's  streets,  had  admitted 
the  rape. 

Last  night  after  the  youth 
had  been  found  guilty.  Detec¬ 
tive  Sergeant  Keith 
Manktdow.  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  case,  said:  “I 
would  commend  the  victim  for 
her  bravery  in  going  through 
all  this."  The  woman  won 
praise  for  the  manner  in 
which  she  re-lived  the  horrific 
gang  rape  on  the  towpath  of 
Regents  Canal. 

The  woman  had  remained 
calm  as  she  recalled  the  45- 
minute  ordeal.  She  had  shown 
similar  coolness  during  the 
attack.  “During  these  rapes 
the  reason  that  she  survived  as 
she  did  seems  to  be  that  she,  in 
her  own  words,  separated  her 
mind  from  her  body  as  much 


as  she  could,  a  remarkable 
achievement  in  the  circum¬ 
stances,"  John  Bevan,  QG 
said  at  the  Old  Bailey.  Her 
calm  and  quiet  dignity  in  the 
witness  box  masked  months  of 
emotional  turmoil. 

Her  marriage  brake  up  and 
she  moved  with  her  two 
children  to  live  with  her 
mother.  One  week  after  her 
return  from  London,  she  sud¬ 
denly  left  her  job  in  a  travel 
agency  where  friends  had 
been  anxious  to  offer,  her 
supportShe  now  works  at  the 
city’s  airport  in  a  solitary  job. 
Although  she  has  left  her 
husband,  the  couple  remain  in 
close  contact 

Her  strong  willpower  was 
revealed  both  during  the  at¬ 
tack  and  in  the  witness  box. 
She  shed  no  tears  as  she  gave 
her  evidence  and  the  only 
moment  her  composure 
looked  like  slipping  was  when 
she  was  asked  to  study  photo¬ 
graphs  of  her  teenage 
attackers. 

Even  after  she  was  in¬ 
formed  that  she  did  not  have 
to  look  at  the  pictures  if  it 
would  upset  her,  the  woman 
said  she  would  do  so  if  it 
helped  the  court. 

One  source  dose  to  the  case 
believes  that  those  tears  at  the 
end  of  the  case  could  signal  the 
start  of  the  healing  process. 
She  had  bottled  up  her  emo¬ 
tions  since  the  attack,  refusing 
the  now  fashionable  counsel¬ 
ling  to  help  her  overcome  the 
attack. 

Two  brothers,  one  the  youth 
convicted  yesterday,  were  Fili¬ 
pino,  four  of  the  gang  Afro- 
Caribbean,  one  Colombian 
and  one  white  with  a  Greek- 
Cypriot  father.  Seven  will  be 
sentenced  next  Friday  and  the 
ringleader,  a  6 ”2”  tall  14-year- 
old,  next  month. 


'Old  age 
stalks 
like  a 
tiger...' 


Says  a  well  known  Indian  text. 

‘Life  flows  like  water  from  a  broken  pot, 
therefore,  O  man,  while  there  still  is  time, 
choose  the  better  way...' 
get  yourself  a  Virgin  Personal  Pension. 


direct 

4>  v  pen 79.-34.  •  v  nanass  service 

0345  95  95  95 
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from. them  can  go  down  as  well  as  tip  and  you  may  not  get  back  all 
The  money  you  invest.  The  basis  .of  tax- may  change  and  the  value  of 
the  tax  benefit  depends  on  hew.  much  Tax  you  pay.-  For  your  security 
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Firefighters’ 
strike  vote 
may  spread 
nationwide 


IMPACT 


By  Michael  Horsnell 
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WHO  WILL  GET 
TO  WEMBLEY? 

FA  Cup  semi-final  reports 
Wimbledon  v  Chelsea 
.  Middlesbrough 
v  Chesterfield 

AND  THE  WINNERS  ARE... 

Starting  on  Monday, 
the  complete 
Flora  London 
Marathon  results 

A  MASTERS 
STROKE 

Nick  Faldo's 
hopes  for  US 
glory.  Report 
from  Augusta 


FIREFIGHTERS  voted  yes¬ 
terday  to  stage  a  series  of  one- 
day  strikes  in  Essex  over  a 
proposed  £1.5  million  budget 
cut  in  the  service  by  the  county 
council.  Their  industrial  ac¬ 
tion  could  spread  nationwide. 

Goundl  chiefs  immediately 
warned  the  Fire  Brigades 
Union  that  strikers  could  face 
suspension  or  dismissal  if  they 
go  ahead  with  their  action, 
starting  with  a  24-hour  walk¬ 
out  a  week  today  followed  by 
a  four-hour  walkout  on  Mon¬ 
day.  April  21. 

As  300  troops  stood  by  to 
man  a  fleet  of  elderly  Green 
Goddess  appliances,  the  union 
responded  with  a  threat  that  if 
any  firefighters  were  sacked,  a 
ballot  would  be  called  of  its 
50.000  members  for  a  national 
strike. 

Some  5&2  per  cent  of 
Essex’s  900-plus  firefighters 
voted  for  strikes,  despite  a 
guarantee  by  Chris  Pearson, 
the  Labour  leader  of  the 
council  in  which  there  is  a 
shared  administration  with 
the  Liberal  Democrats,  that 
there  would  be  no  redundan¬ 
cies  or  fire  station  closures  and 
that  all  pay  awards  will  be 
honoured. 

The  union  replied  that  pub¬ 
lic  safety  was  at  risk  because 
die  Essex  Brigade  was  already 
16  short  of  its  Home  Office- 
approved  strength  of  928.  a 
discrepancy  that  would  in¬ 
crease  to  50  by  the  end  of  die 
year  because  of  a  council 
freeze  on  recruitment. 

John  Sherrington,  the  coun¬ 


ty’s  chief  fire  officer  said:  “This 
dispute  will  have  to  be  settled 
around  die  table  and  not  on  a 
picket  line." 

The  Green  Goddesses  will 
be  manned  by  troops  from  24 
Airmobile  Brigade,  who  are 
based  at  the  army  garrison  in 
Colchester.  They  will  be  de¬ 
ployed  at  14  towns  throughout 
die  county. 

Mr  Pearson  blamed  govern¬ 
ment-enforced  cuts  of  ESI  mil¬ 
lion  in  the  council  budget 
which  he  said  had  been  re¬ 
duced  to  £22  million  through 
the  use  of  council  reserve 
funds.  He  condemned  the 
"spurious"  claims  of  the 
firefighters  whose  action 
placed  lives  at  risk.  He  said: 
"This  is  a  very  disappointing 
and  selfish  decision.  We  have 
been  explaining  to  the  Fire 
Brigades  Union  for  several 
months  the  dire  financial  pos¬ 
ition  Essex  has  been  placed  in 
by  central  government  Yet  the 
firefighters  appear  blind  to 
logic  and  reason." 

The  bill  for  alternative  fire 
cover  could  cost  the  authority 
£1  million  a  month,  he  said, 
and  was  already  costing 
£50.000  per  week  to  keep  the 
Green  Goddesses  on  standby. 

As  the  brigade  announced 
its  strike,  members  of  the  Fire 
Brigades  Union  in  London 
and  counties  surrounding  Es¬ 
sex  were  being  balloted  on  a 
policy  of  non-cooperation  with 
army  firefighters  on  strike 
days. 

Tory  attack,  page  10 


Sir  Roger  Penrose,  who  says  his  copyright  has  been  infringed  by  Kimberly-Clark 

Scientist  sues  over  humble  roll 


Continued  from  page  1 
tissues  and  until  recently  also 
featured  on  product  packag¬ 
ing.  Richard  Kempner,  of 
Addleshaw  Booth,  the  lawyer 
handling  the  suit,  said  that  as 
Sir  Roger’s  "original  artistic 
work"  the  pattern  was  auto¬ 
matically  protected  under 
copyright  law.  "We  think  we 
have  a  very  strong  case,"  he 
added. 

"Kimberly-Clark’s  only  de¬ 
fence  would  be  that  they  had 
created  the  pattern  indepen¬ 
dently.  and  we'  think  they  wifi 
find  that  very  hard  to  prove: 
In  one  of  their  US  patent 
applications  for  embossed  tis¬ 
sue,  they  actually  say  that  the 
pattern  dosety  approximates 
that  known  as  the  Penrose 
Pattern." 

Mr  Kempner  says  that  Sir 
Roger  is  entitled  to  afl  the 
additional  profits  that  the 
company  has  earned  as  a 
resuit  of  using  his  pattern. 


adding:  "That  could  be  a  large 
amount" 

Quilted  tissue  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  achieving  softness 
and  absorbency  while  using 
less  paper.  In  addition,  a 
pattern  that  does  not  repeat 
itself  regularly  has  the  advan¬ 
tage  that  successive  layers  on 


Kleenex  lavatory  paper 


the  rolls  are  less  likely  to  stick 
together. 

Sir  Roger’s  action  is  a  far 
cry  from  his  usual  scientific 
and  mathematical  work.  He 
collaborated  with  Professor 
Stephen  Hawking  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  studies  of  blade 
holes  in  space.  Their  theo¬ 
rems  in  1964  laid  the  basis  for 
much  subsequent  work  in 
cosmology.  He  has  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  geometrical  figures 
for  many  years,  first  working 
on  them  with  his  father,  the 
genetirist  Lionel  Penrose. 

□  Lavatory  paper  was  first 
sold  in  New  York  in  1857  by 
Joseph  C.  Gayefly.  Ft  cost  50 
cents  for  500  loose  sheets  and 
was  known  as  "Gayetty’S 
Medicated  Paper  —  a  perfect¬ 
ly  pure  artide  for  the  toilet 
and  the  prevention  of  piles." 
The  fust  toilet  rolls  were  sold 
by  Seth  Wheeler  in  New  York 
in  1871,  and  by  Walter  Alcock 
in  Britain  in  1879. 
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Court  win 
for  abused 
nanny 

A  nanny  who  was  whipped 
and  beaten  and  treated  like  a 
slave  by  her  Nigerian  employ¬ 
ers  was  awarded  £100,000 
damages  at  the  High  Court 
yesterday.  However.  Helen 
Samuels.  30,  is  unlikely  to 
receive  more  than  about" 
E12J500  from  Dr  Truman 
Abassah  and  his  wife. 
Philomena,  who  have  been 
deported  to  Nigeria.  The  sum 
represents  their  frozen  assets 
in  Britain. 

Fewer  pass  L-test 

Fewer  learner  drivers  are 
passing  their  tests  since  the 
written  examination  was 
made  more  difficult  last  year. 
When  the  the  test  was  first 
brought  in  last  July,  the  pass 
rate  was  87  per  cent,  but  since 
a  higher  pass  marie  on  the 
theory  examination  was  intro¬ 
duced.  that  has  decreased  to 
less  than  65  per  cent 

E.  coli  victim 

An  elderly  woman  who  was 
poisoned  in  the  E.coli  0157 
outbreak  in  central  Scotland 
last  year  died  yesterday, 
bringing  to  19  the  number  of 
people  who  died  as  a  result  erf 
the  incident.  The  woman,  who 
has  not  been  named,  was  a  ' 
resident  of  Bankview  nursing 
home,  at  Banknock.  near 
Falkirk. 

Collector  scores 

A  collection  of  14.000  football 
programmes  spanning  more 
than  a  century  has  been  sold 
for  £77,973.  The  sheet  for 
England's  S-l  win  over  Ireland 
in  1834  sold  for  £4,400,  the  top 
price  of  the  572  lots  auctioned- 
by  Bonhams.  A  programme 
for  the  1926  England  v  Scot¬ 
land  international  at  Old 
Trafford  fetched  £860. 
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How  Major  got  his  smile  back  on  a  bruising  roller-coaster  ride 


(i 


Continued  from  page  1 
night  in  which  you  played  the  lead 
role,  woke  up  next  morning  to 
sneering  and  scathing  reviews  in 
every  paper.  Now,  imagine  you  had 
to  go  on  waking  to  those  reviews, 
dawn  after  dawn,  year  after  year." 
That  was  not  his  idea  of  a  buzz. 

Major,  so  far  from  being  an 
unusually  phlegmatic  man.  is  unusu¬ 
ally  easily  bruised.  But  he  is  not  a 
quitter.  He  keeps  fighting,  and  it 
keeps  hurting.  The  result  is  that  he 


gets  very  bruised  indeed,  and  for  long 
periods.  His  mood  swings  suddenly. 

On  Tuesday  in  Birmingham,  after 
another  weekend's  bad  press  and  the 
opinion  polls  apparently  stuck,  his 
top  lip  looked  like  cardboard.  At  that 
morning's  press  conference  he  kept 
his  head  immobile  and  facial  muscles 
tight,  smiling  once  in  half  an  hour. 
His  eyes  were  narrow.  He  blinked 
often  but  slowly.  The  expression  was 
dull  and  heavy,  like  Garfield  the  Cat 
His  voice  lost  all  light  and  shade.  The 


overall  impression  was  of  huge  but 
frozen  anger,  depression  and  fatigue. 

On  Thursday  morning  The  Times 
printed  a  MORI  poll  suggesting  a 
swing  from  Labour  to  the  Conserva¬ 
tives.  But  that  was  not  all:  there  had 
been  a  change  in  the  wind.  Tony 
Blair  had  looked  raided  and  new 
doubts  about  new  Labour  and  its 
leader  hung  in  the  air.  You  might 
think  an  old  pro  like  John  Major 
would  have  been  ready  to  disregard 
this  possible  blip.  But  his  demeanour 


at  that  morning's  press  conference 
said  otherwise.  I  challenge  experts  in 
physiognomy  to  freeze-frame  the 
video  and  take  a  ruler  to  Mr  Major’s 
eyes.  They  were  wider.  His  mouth 
moved.  His  lip  flexed.  His  eyebrows 
rose.  He  smiled.  He  blinked  less  and 
at  normal  speed.  His  voice  regained 
its  elasticity. 

By  yesterday  he  was  able  to  take, 
quite  cheerfully,  serious  heckling  in 
Norwich.  By  tomorrow  _  it  may  ail 
diange.  By  Monday  it  may  all 


change  back.  What  never  changes  is 
the  capacity  of  men  who  have  seen  it 
all  before,  who  have  taken  every 
imaginable  knock,  who  have  been 
flattered  and  insulted  to  the  last 
degree,  and  who  would  —  we  might 
imagine  —  after  30  years  on  this 
roller-coaster — have  been  reduced  to 
a  heap  of  scar  tissue  encased  in  a 
human  husk,  tb  experience,  as 
though  still  in  the  first  years  of  their 
adolescence,  huge  despair  —  and 
'  sudden  hope. 


Relive  €?wv<A  vevAl-tfilise  ov\  <s>v  supevb  v^lue 

Escape  the  housework!  With  prices  starting  at  only  £3 6*  you  con  treat  yourself  to  the  break  you  deserve  this  spring.  And  wfth 
leisure  facilities  induefing  saunas,  swimming  pools  and  gyms*  you  can  treat  your  body  to  the  pampering  it  deserves  too.  Uni&e 
other  hotel  groups,  there's  no  minimum  stay  requirement  and  Bed  &  Breakfast  Leisure  Breaks  are  also  available  at  most  properties. 
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BwcMnghimlilf ,  Courtyard  hMton  Keynai 
Condafab  Country,  Courtyard  Ipswich 
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Uncon  md  The  Welch,  Caurtynd  Unoon 
Ntnt  Vafay,  Courtyard  Davwtfry 
Rom  of  fho  5Un*s,  Ccxrtycsd  Northampton 
Thomas  Udbjt  Courtyard  Rooting 
Warwidahlra,  Courtyard  Coventry 
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Scotland  ft  Th*  Hghlondft  Aberdoen  Mcvrlott 
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Royal  Wlnrfaot  Courtyard  Slou^iSWbidcar  £41 

Vfaln,Cad!M«Tion  £41 

Wnf  Coan*ry;  Bristol  Marriott  £4J 

Wfeters  and  tfas  Cotiwuldi.  Swindon  Marriott  £41 

YbrtcAlr*  Dab*.  Bratford/laodi  Marriott  HoCncHaS  £41 

VbcicAfr*  Dais*,  Coeds  £41 

StrolHdyd*,  Glasgow  Marriott  £44 

Fad  CoonSr*  Proton  MvrieH  £46 

Northumbrian^  Nowenstts  Marriott  £46 
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South  Coast,  Portaaaath  Marriott 

Darby,  (bok  Dbtric*.  Merrtott  BraodsaO  Prtary 

Mtridrion*.  Gordon  of  EnglcnxL  Marriott  Tudor  ftlric 

Thaws  Ifalay,  I  bothow  Marriott 
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EdMto^h,  Midtotfaion,  Martolt  De*nahoy 
UndOftMmMt  Hsgsnts  Rvfc 
WornfcUrirs,  Marriott  fmst  of  Arden 
London  Marriott  MvWa  Arch  . 

London  Marriott,  Grwener  Square 
Wars.  HsrtforJsLC^  MonSoM  Itaafeury  Mcngr 


£64* 

£70 

04- 

ESS 

EOO 

EOT 


For  our  new  Leisure  Breeks 
BroeWure,  oWer'ng  our 
best-  ever  v^ue, 
caU  OtOO  444-  t7t  or  see 
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It  takes  12  miles  Bf  cotton  to 
make  a  Lands’  End  Pinpoint  Qxfoni 
And  that’s  just  the  beginning; 


T  T  Then  you  put  on  one  of  our 
VV  Pinpoints,  you  notice  right 

away  how  silky  smooth  it  feels. 

That  comes  from  the  extremely 
tight  weave  of  our  Oxford  fabric  - 
a  weave  that  wouldn't  be  possible 
without  a  very  fine  cotton  yam. 

Now,  at  Lands’  End  -  the  Direct 
Merchants  from  America -we 
don’t  believe  in  spinning  yarns 
about  our  yams.  This  one  is  very 
fine:  it's  what  shirtmakere  call  an 
60s  2-ply. 

And  actually,  it  takes  more  than 
12  miles  of  it  to  make  one  of  our 
Pinpoints- 12  miles.  946 feet  to 
be  exact. 

Some  off-tbe-cufF  remarks 

These  beauties  are  made  with 
the  kind  of  "Old  World"  tailoring 
you  don’t  find  much  anymore, 
even  in  tire  Old  World. 

Each  one  takes  69  different 
sewing  steps,  for  example. 

The  shoulders  have  an  authen¬ 
tic  split-back  yoke.  Which  simply 
means  the  yoke  -  the  part  that 
goes  over  the  shoulders  -  is  cut  in 


four,  then  sewn  back  together. 
This  allows  it  to  a  little 
when  you  move. 

You  can  also  pat  us  on  the  back 
for  the  full  box 


pleat  on  the 
back.  This  pleat 
opens  up  when 
you  reach 


The  yoke  Is  Split-  - - 

moves  u4ic»  you  do  across  a  table. 
So  the  shirt  feels  roomier. 

We’re  even  fussy  about  our  but¬ 
tons.  They're  classified  as  "super 
durable"  in  the  trade.  fTheyYc 
less  Bkely  to  crack  or  break.)  And 
our  buttonholes  are  just  as 
durable;  each  is  edged  with  120 
lock  stitches,  so  it  won't  fray. 

The  price  sews  it  up. 

Maybe  you  can  find  Pinpoints 
with  quality  Eke  ours  at  those 
fancy  men’s  stores.  But  we  doubt 
ynuH  find  anything  Eke  our  prices. 

Or  anything  like  our  assort¬ 
ment  Solids  and  stripes.  Button- 
downs  and  straight  collars.  And 
more  collar  and  sleeve  sizes  than 
you  can  shake  a  yardstick  aL 


See  for  yourself.  Call  and  ask 
one  of  our  friendly  British 
Operators  for  a  Lands'  End  cata¬ 
logue.  which  has  lots  of  other  clas¬ 
sic,  American-style  clothing.  For 
men  and  women. 

Usually,  we  deliver  in  just  a  few 
days.  And  if  you  don't  like  some¬ 
thing.  send  it  back.  It's  -“Guaranteed. 
PfcrtodrTAnd  that's  in  addition  to 
your  statutory  rights.) 

Seems  t-vwi  our  Guarantee  is 
tailored  better. 

•  /-*•  1+19 th  f.*J 

IktM  |  1  /  '_A 
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f-Vtr  i4ir  ini’  ca raktKuu. call 

noxnn  INL-0800  220  W6 

Twtimrn.-tmiKvZY. 
ur  ta  ihi-i  iMopm  hi’ 
ntl-RFAX:  0800  222 106 
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Tons  of  lead  lias  halted 
the  Pisa  tower  toppling 

Briton 
9  helps  stop 
Pisa  tower 
toppling 

Bv  A  Staff  Reporter 

The  Leaning  Tower  of  Pisa 
has  been  saved  from  toppling 
over  by  a  British  soil  expert 
who  advised  placing  large 
amounts  of  lead  on  one  side 
of  its  base. 

“We  are  euphoric.”  John 
Borland.  Professor  of  Soil 
Mechanics  at  Imperial  Coll¬ 
ege,  London,  said.  “The 
tower  has  stopped  its  tilL  This 
e  is  the  greatest  success  in 
seven  centuries.  We  did  not 
aim  to  straighten  the  lower 
but  halt  its  inclination  — 
otherwise  there  would  be  no 
Leaning  Tower.** 

Work  started  on  the  179ft 
white  marble  tower  in  north¬ 
ern  Italy  in  1173  and  took  186 
years  to  complete.  The  profess 
sor  was  called  in  four  years 
ago  after  it  was  calculated 
that  die  landmark,  by  then 
around  17ft  off  perpendicu¬ 
lar,  might  topple  by  2050. 

Earlier  attempts  to  halt  the 
dlt.  caused  by  layers  of  day. 
mud  and  soft  beneath  it 
a  sinking  unevenly,  aft  foiled.  A 
7  decision  in  1823  to  excavate 
the  walkway  around  the  foun¬ 
dations  caused  the  tower  to 
lean  by  an  extra  1ft  6in. 

On  the  professor's  advice, 
900  tons  of  lead  was  laid  on 
die  ground  around  its  high 
side.  The  Italian  Government 
invested  £50  million  in  secur¬ 
ing  the  i 5,000-ton  tourist  at¬ 
traction.  dosed  seven  years 
ago  for  safety. 

Professor  Borland  said 
that  his  “quite  phenomenally 
successful”  idea  had  been 
based  on  a  simple  engineer¬ 
ing  calculation. 


Police  foiled  active  service  unit’s  blitz  on  electricity  substations,  court  told 

IRA  gang  ‘planned  to  black  out 
London  and  South  East  for  months 


By  Stewart  Tend  ler 

CRIME  CORRESPONDENT 

LARGE  parts  of  London  and 
the  South  East  would  have 
had  no  electricity  for  months  if 
an  IRA  gang  had  succeeded 
last  summer  in  destroying  key 
power  installations,  the  Old 
Bailey  was  told  yesterday. 

But  the  alleged  plot  to 
plunge  consumers  into  dark¬ 
ness  was  foiled  by  a  joint 
operation  by  police  and  the 
security  services. 

Nigel  Sweeney,  for  the  pros¬ 
ecution,  said  that  seven  mem¬ 
bers  of  an  IRA  active  service 
unit  were  in  London  within 
months  of  the  ceasefire  end¬ 
ing.  One  of  the  gang  came 
frum  an  Irish-American  back¬ 
ground  and  had  served  in  the 
US  Marines  where  he 
specialised  in  demolition  and 
explosives.  Using  detailed 
maps  of  the  National  Grid 
they  were  said  to  be  preparing 
for  a  blitz  on  six  sub-stations. 
An  eighth  man  was  to  provide 
the  group  with  support  and 
find  premises  in  the 
Birmingham  area,  where  a 
lorry  could  be  secretly  unload¬ 
ed.  Mr  Sweeney  added. 

But  the  gang  was  under 
surveillance  by  police  and  the 
Security  Service  as  they 
reconnoitred  their  targets  last 
summer.  When  police  raided 
addresses  in  London  ami 
Birmingham  they  found  Nat¬ 
ional  Grid  maps  indicating 
the  targets  and  37  units  for 
powering  and  timing  bombs 
set  out  in  the  basement  of  a 
rented  home  in  Beckham, 
south  London. 

Yesterday  amid  tight  sec¬ 
urity  the  eight  all  denied 
conspiracy  to  cause  explosions 
between  January  and  July  last 
year.  They  are  Gerard 
Han  ratty.  38.  Martin  Mur¬ 
phy,  38,  Donald  Gannon.  34; 
Patrick  Martin.  35,  Robert 
Morrow.  37.  Francis  Rafferty. 
45,  John  Crawley.  39.  arid 
Clive  Brampton,  36. 

Opening  the  prosecution 
case,  Mr  Sweeney  said  that 
seven  of  the  men  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  an  active  service  unit 
which  bad  came  over  from 
Ireland  to  cany  out  the  at¬ 
tacks.  Mr  Brampton  was  not 
part  of  the  unit  but  provided 
support  such  as  false  identi¬ 
ties.  Mr  Sweeney  said  that  Mr 
Crawley  served  in  the  United 


An  artist’s  drawing  of  the  accused,  from  left  Morrow.  Crawley,  Gannon,  Rafferty,  Brampton,  Hanratfy,  Martin,  and  Martin  Murphy 


States  Marines  between  1975 
and  1979.  He  had  been  part  of 
a  reconnaisance  unit  in  Japan 
and  specialised  in  map-read¬ 
ing  as  well  as  basic  demoli¬ 
tion.  including  how  to  handle 
explosives  to  maximum  effect. 
In  1979  he  was  said  to  have 
been  an  instructor  in  amphibi¬ 
ous  reconnaissance  in  Virgin¬ 
ia. 

The  juiy  was  told  that  the 
“initial  targets'*  of  the  gang 
were  six  electricity  substations 
which  together  supplied  the 
main  external  electrical  feed  to 
London  from  the  National 
Grid.  If  the  bombs  had  gone 
off  they  would  have  caused 
“serious  and  widespread  lass 
of  electricity  to  London  and  the 
South-East  Consumers  would 
have  been  affected  over  a 
considerable  period  of  time 
with  little  liklihDod  of  supplies 
back  to  normal  for  months.” 

The  substations  surround 
London  and  are  called 
Amersham  Main,  Elstree, 
Waltham  Cross,  Rayleigh 


Main.  West  Weybridge  and 
Canterbury  North.  Five  of  the 
six  stations  had  been 
reconnoitred  by  members  of 
the  gang  before  they  were 
arrested.  Mr  Sweeney  said 
that  each  of  the  timing  and 
power  units  found  by  police  at 
a  rented  house  in  Feckham 
would  have  been  used  with 
25kg  of  High-performance 
Semtex  explosive  and  would 
have  been  capable  of  causing  a 
powerful  explosion  . 

Mr  Sweeney  said  that  the 
IRA  ceasefire  had  been  over 
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Key  electricity  substations 
around  London 

by  some  months  by  the  time  of 
the  plan,  but  it  must  have 
taken  some  time  to  prepare. 
For  that  reason,  he  told  the 
jury,  the  plot  was  alleged  to 
have  started  at  the  beginning 
of  1996. 

The  gang  spent  E 10,000  in 
buying  equipment  for  the  at¬ 
tacks.  They  rented  a  garage, 
two  Oats  and  the  house  as  well 
as  buying  three  cars.  When 
the  alleged  members  of  the 
active  service  unit  were 
arrested  they  had  another 
£14.700  in  cash. 

Mr -Sweeney  said  that  Mr 
Crawley  adopted  an  American 
accent  as  part  of  his  disguise 
when  the  gang  were  making 
arrangements.  Mr  Morrow 
used  French  papers,  adopted  a 
French  accent  and  called  him¬ 
self  Jean-Louis  Beraaquen. 

The  gang  bought  bolt  cut¬ 
ters  and  six  extending  ladders, 
which  were  cur  up  and  adapt¬ 
ed  to  fit  into  the  boots  of  cars. 
The  ladders  could  be  put 
together  again.  While  the 


gang  were  under  surveillance 
Mr  Gannon  was  watched  at 
Battersea  public  library  as  he 
researched  the  electrical  sup¬ 
ply  industry  and  made  notes 
from  a  book  called  the  Elec¬ 
tricity  Supply  Handbook. 

A  map  of  the  National  Grid 
was  found  to  be  missing  from 
the  book  and  one  was  later 
found  in  a  flat  used  by  the 
gang.  Police  were  also  watch¬ 
ing  when  Mr  Gannon  and  Mr 
Murphy  met  at  a  station  at 
Wimbledon  Park  in  south 
London.  They  saw  Mr 
Rafferty  looking  at  people's 
ears  to  make  sure  they  were 
not  wearing  radio  earpieces. 

Mr  Sweeney  told  the  jury 
that  by  July  14  last  year 
preparations  were  reaching 
an  advanced  stage.  Final  plan¬ 
ning  and  the  delivery  of 
Semtex  and  detonators  had  yet 
to  be  maeje.  When  the  police 
struck  the  next  day  they  found 
a  map  of  the  National  Grid  at 
a  rented  flat  in  Tooting,  south 
London,  as  well  as  false  identi¬ 


fications  and  notes  of  timing 
units. 

At  the  house  in  fteckham 
the  batteries  for  the  timing 
units  were  on  charge.  There 
were  maps  for  two  of  the 
substations  and  how  to  get  to 
each  of  them.  The  seven 
alleged  members  of  the  unit 
refused  to  say  anything  when 
they  were  interviewed.  Mr 
Sweeney  said. 

Mr  Rafferty  went  on  hunger 
strike.  Mr  Crawley  admitted 
renting  the  garage  and  the 
Tooting  flat  under  a  false 
name  and  said  he  thought  he 
was  taking  part  in  a  social 
security  fraud  and  that  he  and 
the  others  were  going  on  an 
innocent  camping  trip. 

Mr  Brampton  told  police  he 
had  made  contact  with  a  man 
he  knew  was  linked  to  the  IRA 
because  he  wanted  help  with  a 
bad  debt  in  Ireland.  He  had 
been  asked  to  find  premises  in 
Birmingham  where  a  lorry 
could  be  unloaded.  The  case 
continues 


Principal 
criticised 
over  £8m 
college 
deficit 

Bv  David  Charter 

EDUCATION  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  sacked  principal  of  a 
college  with  an  £8  million 
budget  shortfall  bullied  staff 
and  was  guilty  of  “wilful 
neglect”,  an  auditors’  report 
said  yesterday. 

An  inquiry  by  Coopers  & 
Lybrand  found  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  Neil  Preston, 
principal  of  Stoke-on-Trent 
College,  and  a  senior  female 
colleague,  was  one  factor 
which  put  public  funds  at  the 
college  at  risk. 

Mr  Preston  and  Helen 
Chandler,  his  marketing  man¬ 
ager,  were  dismissed  cm 
Christmas  Eve  after  the  coll¬ 
ege  investigated  a  series  of 
complaints  by  staff  about  their 
behaviour. 

The  pair  had  been  absent  on 
paid  sick  leave  since  Septem¬ 
ber  and  were  found  by  The 
Times  in  November  running  a 
pub  in  North  Wales.  After 
their  departure  from  the 
21,000-student  college,  the 
funding  shortfall  was  discov¬ 
ered  which  led  the  new  man¬ 
agement  to  plan  200 
redundancies. 

Coopers  &  Lybrand  was 
asked  to  investigate  the  way 
financial  and  management 
controls  had  broken  down.  In 
its  report  yesterday,  it  said  the 
controls  were  damaged  by  Mr 
Preston's  style,  his  close  work¬ 
ing  relationship  with  George 
Mardte,  the  farmer  chairman 
of  governors,  and  “the  effect  of 
the  personal  relationship”  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Mrs  Chandler. 

The  report  found  the  two 
managers  stifled  any  dissent 
to  their  decisions  ty  treating 
others  with  “open  hostility  or 
ridicule"  in  front  of  the  rest  of 
the  senior  management  team. 

When  the  college  decided  to 
change  its  system  for  collect¬ 
ing  student  data.  Mr  Preston 
and  Mrs  Chandler  took  con¬ 
trol  from  the  finance  director. 
In  1995-96  they  missed  every 
deadline  for  sending  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  Further  Education 
Funding  Council  and  ended 
up  vastly  overestimating  the 
money  they  were  due. 

Mr  Preston  and  Mrs  Chan¬ 
dler  were  unavailable  for  com¬ 
ment  yesterday.  They  have 
both  lodged  claims  for  unfair 
dismissal  with  an  industrial 
tribunal. 


Ulster  PC  fights  for  life 
after  sniper  shooting 


Bv  Nicholas  Watt 

CHIEF  IRELAND 
CORRESPONDENT 

THE  family  of  Alice  Collins, 
the  police  constable  who  was 
shot  by  an  IRA  sniper  in 
Londonderry,  gathered  at  her 
bedside  in  an  intensive  care 
unit  yesterday. 

Mrs  Callins.  46,  who  has 
three  children,  was  in  a  seri¬ 
ous  condition  after  undergo¬ 
ing  six  hours  of  emergency 
surgery  during  the  night  at, 
Almagefvin  Hospital. 

Mrs  Collins’s  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter.  who  is  pregnant,  and  her 
son  flew  home  from  England 
to  join  their  father  and  youn¬ 
ger  sister  at  the  hospital. 
Other  relatives  gathered  at  the 
home  of  Mrs  Collins’s  lather 
in  the  Protestant  Waterside 
x  area  of  Londonderry. 

J  She  was  shot  in  the  back 
while  on  duty  outside  the  city's 
courthouse  on  Thursday  after¬ 
noon.  The  bullet  struck  her  at 
the  rap  of  the  back  and  passed 
through  her  upper  body  and 
flak-jackeL 

A  family  friend  said;  Alice 
is  a  fighter.  Everybody  who 
knows  her  is  hoping  that  her 
fighting  spirit  will  see  her 
through  this  difficut  time.” 

James  Mehaffey.  the 
Church  of  Ireland  Bishop  of 
Derry  and  Raphoe,  spoke 
yesterday  to  the  family  of  Mrs 
■  Collins,  who  is  well  known  m 
Londonderry.  Dr  Mehaffey 
said:  "It  is  quite  devastating 
that  a  mother  of  three,  a 
J6  working  mother,  should  be 
gunned  down  in  the  middle  of 
_  our  city.  1  think  the  commun- 

1  ity  in  Derry  is  not  prepared  to 

Ue  down  under  this." 

Miriam  Collins,  whose  of- 
-  fice  overlooks  the  courthouse, 
told  yesterday  of  efforts  to  help 


Alice  Collins,  a  well-known  RUC  officer  in  Londonderry, 
had  six  hours  of  emergency  surgery  after  the  shooting 


Mrs  Collins  after  the  shooting: 
“I  heard  a  bang  and  ran 
downstairs  into  the  street 
where  1  saw  Alice  lying  on  the 
ground  with  her  colleagues 
trying  to  assist  her.  We  put  her 
into  the  recovery  position.  Two 
off-duty  nurses  tried  to  stem 
the  bleeding  from  her 
wounds." 

Ms  Collins.  40,  originally 
from  the  Irish  Republic  and 
not  related  to  the  constable, 
said:  “I  am  appalled  that  I 


have  come  face  to  face  with 
evil." 

The  shooting  prompted  loy¬ 
alist  leaders  to  warn  yesterday 
of  a  passible  "revenge  attack” 
by  Protestant  terrorists.  David 
Ervine.  of  the  Progressive 
Unionist  Party,  the  political 
wing  of  the  Ulster  Volunteer 
Force,  urged  loyalists  not  to 
follow  the  “IRA’s  agenda".  Bui 
he  added:  "The  situation  is 
very  bad  within  the  loyalist 
community." 


Child  sees 
mother  die 
in  garden 
accident 

Bv  Paul  Wiucinson 

A  MOTHER  died  yesterday 
after  a  tree  branch  fell  on  her 
head  as  she  was  mowing  the 
lawn.  Her  four-year-old 
daughter  witnessed  the  acci¬ 
dent  and  ran  into  the  street 
shouting  "Mummy’s  poorly”. 

Neighbours  called  an  am¬ 
bulance  but  Sharon  Beale, 
aged  in  her  early  30s,  was 
already  dead.  Her  husband 
Andrew  was  working  in  Italy. 
He  was  preparing  to  fly  home 
to  Wistow.  North  Yorkshire, 
last  night  to  comfort  their 
children.  Harriet.  4.  and  Nich¬ 
olas,  5. 

Phil  Wade,  assistant  divi¬ 
sional  officer  of  Selby  fire 
station,  said  the  branch  of  the 
90-year-old  ash  tree,  which 
was  about  18ins  in  diameter, 
fell  because  it  was  rotten.  “The 
tree  was  outside  the  garden 
wall  but  the  branch  must  have 
been  overhanging  the  garden. 

“She  had  a  young  daughter 
playing  in  the  area,  and 
apparently  she  ran  up  and 
down  the  road  saying  ‘My 
mummy’s  poorly'  and  some¬ 
body  rang  999.”  Mr  Wade 
said  that  by  the  time  officers 
got  to  the  scene  there  was 
nothing  that  could  be  done,  “it 
looks  like  she  was  killed 
instantly.” 

George  Hill  who  runs  a 
garage  business  across  the 
village  said:  “There  was  gust 
of  wind,  just  like  a  whirlwind 
or  a  tornado,  seconds  before  I 
heard  a  loud  crash.  Then  1 
saw  the  branch  of  the  ash  tree 
fall  into  the  garden." 

The  children  were  being 
cared  for  by  relatives  last 
night. 
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Is  there  a  tax  adviser  in  the  house? 


By  Stephen  Farrell 

A  TAX  consultant  trying  to 
sell  advice  to  a  hospital  anaes¬ 
thetist  paged  him  on  his 
emergency  bleeper  in  mid- 
operation.  Security  staff  who 
traced  the  call  found  Peter 
Gooch  dialling  from  a  tele¬ 
phone  in  the  hospital  dining 
room  with  a  list  of  doctors’ 
work  and  pager  numbers. 

The  John  Raddiffe  Hospi¬ 


tal  in  Oxford  is  now  demand¬ 
ing  an  explanation  from  the 
Manchester  tax  consultancy 
Chancellors  Group.  Chancel¬ 
lors  says  that  the  anaesthetist. 
Dr  Hugh  Howells,  gave’ the 
consultant  his  pager  number 
after  agreeing  to  an 
appointment 

ft  said  lists  of  doctors' 
names  were  sold  by  many 
organisations,  including  the 
British  Medical  .Association. 


adding  that  a  doctor  who  had 
made  an  appointment  with  a 
tax  consultant  unfamiliar 
with  the  layout  of  the  hospital 
might  give  him  his  pager 
number  in  case  of  a  problem. 

The  British  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation  confirmed  that  it  did  sell 
lists  of  doctors,  but  said  that 
they  contained  only  home 
addresses  for  mailing  pur¬ 
poses,  not  work  telephone  or 
pager  numbers. 
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Midland  Bank 
introduces  the  handy 
£50  Buffer  Zone. 
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We  think  it’s  unfair  to  charge  people  for 
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ideas  that  we've  built  into  the  new  Midland 
Bank  Account. 
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Teenager 
dies  on 
school 
skiing  trip 

By  Adam  Fresco 

A  SIXTH  former  died  on 
a  school  sluing  trip  hours 
after  winning  die  prize  as 
the  best  skier  when  be  fefl 
60ft  from  a  hotel  balcony. 

Martin  Mahoney,  17, 
was  on  a  week-long  break 
at  Badgastein  In  Austria 
when  the  incident  hap¬ 
pened  on  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning,  the  last  day  of  the 
trip.  He  was  found  by  one 
of  his  friends,  who  tried  to 
revive  him.  Austrian 
police  were  yesterday  try¬ 
ing  to  discover  how  he 
managed  to  fall  from  the 
balcony  at  the  Hotel 
Bristol 

His  father,  also  called 
Martin,  a  probation  of¬ 
ficer,  said  yesterday:  “It 
still  hasn't  sunk  in  yet  that 
Martin  won't  be  coming 
home.  The  bottom  has 
fallen  out  of  our  world.” 

The  dead  boy,  from 
Cardiff,  was  studying  A 
levels  in  geography,  com¬ 
puting  ami  geology  at  St 
David's  College  in  the  city. 
His  mother,  Pat  a  college 
lecturer,  said:  “He  wanted 
to  go  to  university  in  Bath 
but  hefaadn?  decided  on  a 
career  yet  All  he  knew 
was  that  he  wanted  to 
work  outdoors.” 

Derek  Bodey,  the  coll¬ 
ege  principal  said:  “Mar¬ 
tin  was  a  very  popular 
student  He  was  an  asset 
to  onr  community  and  his 
loss  will  be  felt  deeply  by 
us  all" 

The  Foreign  Office  said 
that  a  full  investigation 
would  be  carried  out 


Oxford  student 
who  feared  exams 
is  found  hanged 


AN  OUTSTANDING  Oxford 
University  history  student  was 
found  hanged  m  her  room 
after  seeking  counselling  for 
depression  over  her .  final 
examinations. 

Sarah  Napuk,  22,  an  under¬ 
graduate  at  Lady  Margaret 
Hall,  -had  already  won  a 
postgraduate  scholarship  to 
Harvard  to  continue  her  stud¬ 
ies.  She  was  expected  to 
achieve  first-class  honours  in 
her  finals  in  June. 

Miss  Napuk’s  body  was 
found  hanging  in  her  bed¬ 
room  in  Oxford  cm  Thursday 
lunchtime,  Thames  Valley 
police  said. 

Sir  Brian  Fall,  the.  principal 
of  Lady  Margaret  Hall,  said: 
"She  was  extraordinarily  gift¬ 
ed  academically  and  an  out¬ 
standing  student  of  this 
university.  The  quality  of  her 
work  has  been  at  the  level  to 
produce  a  first  throughout  her 
time  here. 

“Sarah  played  an  enor¬ 
mously  supportive  role  in 
welfare  issues  throughout  the 
college.  She  went  out  of  her 
way  to  advise  and  help  peopfe 
she  found  in  trouble,"  he  said. 

Sir  Brian  said  Miss  Napuk 
had  sought  advice  from  the 
college's  medical  and  coun¬ 
selling  services,  but  he  could 
not  give  further  details  of 
confidential  information. 

Miss  Napuk,  who  was  en¬ 
gaged  to  be  married  to  Jason 
Russell,  a  fellow  student,  ran 
die  women's  rugby  team  at  die 
college.  She  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  History  Society 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

and  a  former  vice-president  of 
die  Junior  Common  Room  at 
the  college,  where  Benazir 
Bhutto  studied  20  years  ago. 

Kerry  Napuk.  an  American 
businessman  and  his  wife 
Angela,  who  live  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  are  devastated  by  their 
daughter’s  death.  Her  brother 
David.  20.  a  student  at  York 
University,  said  his  sister  may 
have  fallen  victim  to  exam 
pressure.  “The  system  at  univ¬ 
ersity  puts  so  much  pressure 
on  people  to  the  point  of  this 
sort  of  thing  happening,”  he 
said. 

“Sarah  was  the  greatest 
person  I  ever  knew  and  she 
always  will  be.  She  was  loved 
by  everyone  and  she  gave  love 
to  everyone.  She  was  a  great 
woman  in  every  single  aspect 
Everyone  who  knew  her  loved 
her.  She  helped  everyone  she 
knew.  She  was  always  fight¬ 
ing  for  causes  and  helping  to 
make  things  better  for 
everyone." 

He  said  his  sister  had 
returned  home  for  Easter  and 
appeared  to  be  in  good  spirits. 
“She  seemed  okay.  If  she 
hadn't  then  I  would  have 
gone  back  down  with  her,"  he 
said. 

Miss  Napuk  was  a  pupil  at 
the  Mary  Erskine  School  in 
Edinburgh,  where  she  was 
head  girl,  before  winning  a 
place  at  Oxford.  On  her  year 
off.  Miss  Napuk  undertook 
aid  work  in  the  Middle  East 

Thames  Valley  police,  who 
are  not  treating  the  death  as 
suspicious,  said  Miss  Napuk's 


body  was  found  by  a  Mend 
who  called  round  because  she 
had  not  kept  an  appointment 
for  coffee. 

College  friends  said  Miss 
Napuk  had  been  very  worried 
about  her  exams.  One  said: 
“She  did  say  she  was  very 
worried  about  not  getting  a 
first  but  I’m  sure  she  would 
have  got  one.  She  said  that  she 
was  going  to  be  the  only  one  at 
Harvard  with  a  second-class 
degree,  but  I  thought  she  was 
only  joking.” 

The  college  had  one  previ¬ 
ous  suicide  five  years  ago 
when  a  student  Tracey  Cole, 
18,  killed  herself  less  than  a 
fortnight  after  arriving  at  Ox¬ 
ford.  Miss  Napuk's  death 
comes  a  day  after  an  inquest 
into  the  death  of  Alexander 
Hall,  an  economics  student  at 
Swansea  University.  Mr  Halt 
20,  gassed  himself  in  his  car. 
the  inquest  was  told. 

A  recent  report  into  suicides 
among  students  at  Oxford 
found  that  the  rate  was  30  per 
cent  higher  than  the  national 
average  for  18  to  24-year -olds. 
The  report  also  discovered 
that  suicides  at  the  university 
were  significantly  lower  than 
in  the  20  years  before  and  after 
the  Second  World  War. 

As  a  result  of  the  report 
which  was  published  in  1993, 
the  University  Counselling 
Service  more  than  doubled  in 
size,  individual  college  sup¬ 
port  systems  were  strength¬ 
ened  and  newcomers  to  the 
university  were  offered  advice 
on  how  to  adapt  to  college  life. 
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Miss  Napuk.  who  had  won  a  scholarship  to  Harvard,  sought  help  for  depression 


plagues 
‘even  most 
brilliant’ 

By  David  Charter 
education  correspondent 

A  FEW  .outstanding  students 
are  prone  to  extreme  levels  of 
self-doubt,  putting  their  lives 
at  risk,  a  senior  Oxford  don 
said  yesterday.  An  analysis  of 
student  suicides  and  suicide 
attempts  at  the  university 
showed  that  many  of  those 
involved  simply  refused  to 
accept  their  own  brilliance. 

The  Rev  Dr  Ernest  Nichol¬ 
son,  Provost  of  Oriel  College 
and  chairman  of  the  universi¬ 
ty's  student  health  committee, 
said:  “If  you  have  an  extreme¬ 
ly  talented  person  racked  with 
self-doubt  and  low  self-es¬ 
teem.  it  can  be  a  terribly 
explosive  mixture.” 

Dr  Nicholson  said  he  vivid¬ 
ly  remembered  a  suicide  note 
from  a  brilliant  student:  “I  am 
not  perfect  and  I  cannot  ac¬ 
cept  it"  The  note  was  referred 
to  in  the  Hawton  Report,  a 
study  of  the  21  undergraduate 
suicides  and  254  attempts 
between  1976  and  1990. 

The  report  said  there  were 
varied  and  complex  reasons 
for  the  incidents.  But  Dr 
Nicholson  added:  “One  has  to 
bear  in  mind  the  very  sad  fact 
that  not  ail  suicides  are  pre¬ 
ventable.  All  too  often  it  was 
someone  you  would  least 
have  expected." 

Madeleine  Portwood,  an 
educational  psychologist  for 
Durham  education  authority, 
said  suicide  was  ten  times 
more  likely  in  the  run-up  to 
exams,  and  that  students  .at 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  were 
especially  under  pressure. 
"They  flunk  that  everyone  is 
going  to  be  let  down  if  they 
don’t  achieve  what  they're 
expected  to,"  she  said 


Teachers  who  went  on  strike  over  disruptive  boy  may  lose  jobs 


Matthew:  doing  well 


By  John  O’Leary 
EDUCATION  EDITOR 

TWO  of  the  teachers  who  went  on 
strike  last  autumn  rather  than  teach 
a  ten-year-old  boy  with  a  record  of 
classroom  disruption  face  the  sack 
because  so  many  parents  have 
withdrawn  children  from  the 
school.  ... 

The  governors  of  Man  ton  School 
in  Worksop.  Nottinghamshire,  have 
.'issued  provisional  notices  of  redun- 
l  dahey  to  the  teaching  staff  of  eight 
^Thatymeef  in  the  next  month  to  set  a 
budget  with  the  likelihood  that  one 


or  two  teaching  posts  will  have  to  go 
to  balance  the  books. 

More  titan  20  children  were 
withdrawn  from  Manton  during 
and  after  last  year's  dispute  over 
teaching  Matthew  Wilson.  The 
school  was  closed  for  eight  days 
when  the  previous  governing  body 
twice  overturned  the  head  teacher's 
recommendation  that  the  boy 
should  be  expelled.  The  staff  voted 
to  strike  rather  than  accept  Mat¬ 
thew  back  into  class.  He  was 
eventually  transferred  to  nearby  St 
Augustine’s  School,  and  Eileen  Ben¬ 
nett,  the  chairwoman  of  the  gover¬ 


nors,  resigned,  insisting  that  the 
toy’s  behaviour  did  not  warrant 
expulsion  and  claiming  that  the 
National  Association  of  Schoolmas¬ 
ters  and  Union  of  Women  Teachers 
was  using  the  dispute  for  recruit¬ 
ment  purposes. 

Neil  Moore,  the  head  teacher  of  St 
Augustine's,  said  that  Matthew  had 
settled  in  so  well  that  he  had  been 
made  a  door  monitor.  “A  lot  of  the 
problems  he  had  were  to  do  with 
the  attention  that  he  received.  He 
told  me  he  was  determined  to  put 
that  behind  him." 

At  Manton,  however,  the  school 


roll  has  dropped  from  207  to  1S5  in  a 
-year  and  in  January  local  authority 
inspectors  criticised  its  manage¬ 
ment  The  inspectors’  report  found 
that  too  large  a  share  of  the  budget 
was  spent  on  teachers*  salaries. 

Fred  Riddell,  who  chairs  Notting¬ 
hamshire’s  education  committee, 
said  that  pupil  numbers  at  Manton 
were  likely  to  drep  by  another  20  in 
September,  making  it  almost  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  governors  would  have 
to  shed  teaching  posts.  "1  warned  at 
the  time  of  the  dispute  thar  if  there 
was  a  strike -by  teachers  it -would 
result  in  parents  losing  confidence 


in  the  school  and  would  mean  that 
some  parents  would  withdraw  their 
children,"  Councillor  Riddell  said. 

However.  leaders  of  the 
NASUWT.  which  represents  most 
of  the  teachers  at  Manton.  argued 
that  it  was  the  governors  who  were 
to  blame.  Eamonn  O'Kane,  the 
deputy  general  secretary,  said:  “To 
suggest  that  the  teachers  precipitat¬ 
ed  the  problems  at  Manton  is 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse. 
The  problems  were  already  there, 
and  the  governors  ensured  that  the 
dispute  went  the  way  it  did  by  acting 
in  a  quite  disgraceful  way.  They 


focused  public  attention  on  the 
youngster  and  allowed  the  prob¬ 
lems  to  develop.” 

Mr  O'Kane  said  the  union  would 
press  for  voluntary  redundancy  or 
redeployment  to  another  school,  if 
the  governors  cut  jobs. 

□  Parents  are  threatening  to  with¬ 
draw  their  children  from  Wawne 
Primary  School  near  Hull  next  week 
if  Kevin  Crabb.  its  suspended  head 
teacher,  is  not  reinstated.  He  may 
face  disciplinary  action  for  allegedly 
slapping  two  pupils,  although  the 
Crown  Prosecution  Service  has 
decided  not  to  press  charges. 
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Do  you  realise  that  your  bank 
could  be  charging  you  up  to  27 
times  more  than  Abbey  National 
would  for  your  overdraft? 
If  you're  Interested  In  saving 
money,  take  a  closer  look  at 
Abbey  National  and  we  think 
that  you'll  see  we  have  a  fresher 
view  of  banking.  Low  cost 
overdrafts  are  just  one  of  the 
features  that  save  you  money  at 
Abbey  National.  What's  more,  so 
that  the  transfer  from  your 
old  bank  runs  smoothly,  new 
customers  can  enjoy  an  interest 
free  overdraft  for  four  months. 
If  you're  thinking  of  moving  your 
account  just  pop  into  your 
nearest  branch  or  call  us  for  your 
free  information  pack  and  video, 
quoting  reference  AUC/10. 
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This  morning  my  PC  took  me 
surfing.  This  afternoon  itfs 
organising  my  finances . 


New  Quicken  6.  Master  your 
finances  -  free  your  time 
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Yonr  PC  has  huge  power:  Power  to  bring  the  world  to  your  borne  as  you  "sorf 
the  set,  power  to  educate  rad  inform,  power  to  help  you  snake  a  Bring. 

Imagine  harnessing  that  power  to  mzaage  yoor  finances  -  really  manage 

your  money  so  chat  you  fed  in  complete  control  of  year  financial  picture. 

Imagine  as  end  to  complicated  spreadsheets  or  disorganised  sucks  of  bills, 
statements  and  receipts.  And  instead  let  Quicken  give  you  the  organisation  and  insight 
lo  make  your  money  work  harder. 
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fief  started  in  minutes 

Simply  folk**  Quicken's  fltp-by-stqi  interviews  tu 
set  up  your  bank  accounts,  credit  rank.  Vans  anti 
inwstmcrrts.  \KTih  screens  that  link  just  like  vour 
bank  statement  and  cheque  book,  there's  really 
nothing  new  tu  team 

Faster  than  managing 
your  money  by  hand 

Enter  your  regular  Sanding  orders.  direct  ddxts  and 
income  |id  once.  Quicken  doe  It  autonoUcally  for 
you  from  now  umnt  Thai  just  add  jour  spending 
asyoij^.TVpetfefirRtaeriianyfeBular 
payment.  Quicken  fills  in  the  test  of  the  details  for 
you  and  calcubB  your  up-date  bank  balance 
automaton^  It's  like  having  a  hank  staturun 
rat  rarer  haw  tn  wait  for  (nnr  ever  get  a  nsty 
surprise  from). 

Takes  the  hassle  out  of 
managing  your  money 

NowirstaSa-anJ 
easier  lo  died  wur 
bank  sntnnwH  and  make 
sure  the  bank  lave  got  K 
right  Or  to  check  huw  one 
fas.  ir  Electricity  bill 
compare, »  another 
QuidteneRntanflidsmu  when  tn  pay  which  bids 
and  warns  tfwju'rcllkJv  to  go  overdrawn. 

See  exactly  where 
your  money  goes 

Qucfcm  automatically  uiptnwsinur  sptndmp 
into  the  categories  you  dtocee.  widt  wur  espuecs 
ca^nciseA  PHtekm  gbte  you  fitc  irrsi^il  to 
improve  ywir  financial  dcsiaiore.  [low  modi  s 
this  or  ready  owing  me?  I  low  has  my  spending 
tfanypdsfaice  tel  year?  Hov  much  money  will 
I  have  aftff  the  holiday?  Quietens  posraful 
and  reports  mote  it  effortless  to  stay  in  cotHrol 
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Finance  Software 


Organise  ALL  your 
finances  in  one  place 

Bank  ur  building  sariefy  uccmus.  audit  cants, 
saving,  schemes,  strxfc  and  shares.  PKPs,  TESSAs, 
mortpapa  and  loans  -  even  planning  for  holidays, 
or  retirement.  Quicken  organise;  your  informal]  on 
and  puls  you  to  control  of  them  all. 

Be  prepared  for 
Self-Assessment 

Qukdccn  uses  dny-kwby  income  and  expenses  to 
store  and  organise  die  information  luu'B  need  for 
the  Setf-Asassmeni  tax  return.  Simply  run  a  rqiort 
and  breeze  through  completing  your  fonts. 

Use  Quicken  6  for 
your  business  too 

Quutan  6  cwn  has  the  ptww  to  mana#  your 
small  bteiness  accounts  inn.  U  can  auiwreukally 
calculate  and  track  your  WT  and  provide.clair 
grapl  e  and  upon,  to  forecst  cash-flow  And 
there's  comptae  buanes  tanning  with  balance 

sheds  and  pnfit&  Ins  statement 
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Get  even  more  from 
Quicken  Deluxe 

Gire  Quicken  a  try  and  a&  for  our  DELUXE 
rersim  on  (D-kOM.  As  wdi  as  Quieten  6  it 
indudes  Quicken  Home  Inventory  to  tack  and 
help  insure  your  home  contents,  multi-roalla  Help 

-  to  gukte  you  through  each  new  Quickm  feature, 
and  the  ability  to  download  share  price,  right  into 
your  Quicken  portfolio  nrranjqsr  via  our  free 
Infemet  trial  access  -  a  great  opportunity  to  gel 
going  on  line 

Try  Quicken  risk-five 
for  two  months 

Quieten  is  the  lift  No.  I  best-sdlii^  personal 
finance  software  and  has  over  10  million  usas 
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Make  the  most  of  your  PC  -  order  Quicken  today! 
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The  Washerwomen  (1962-63)  by  Edward  Burra 


‘Lost’  art  hoard  is  found 
in  government  collection 


Wendy  Baron  with  Child's  Head  by  Joan  E&rdley 


By  Dalya  Alberge 

ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

THOUSANDS  of  paintings, 
drawings  and  watercolours 
whose  whereabouts  have 
been  unknown  for  decades 
are  in  the  Government  Art 
Collection,  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday. 

Paintings  by  modem  Brit¬ 
ish  masters  such  as  Walter 
Sickert  Paul  Nash  and 
Edward  Burra,  which  have 
long  been  on  scholars’  miss¬ 
ing  lists,  have  been  hidden 
from  public  view  in  500 
government  offices,  embas¬ 
sies  and  foreign  residences. 

The  first  of  five  catalogues 
published  yesterday  reflected 
the  extent  of  the  collection: 
Henry  Moore.  John  Piper 
and  Lucian  Freud  are  also 
among  the  artists  behind 
2,300  paintings,  1800  draw¬ 
ings  and  watercolours,  200 
sculptures;  50  tapestries,  235 
photographs  and  8,000  his¬ 
torical  and  modern  prints.  A 
reception  to  celebrate  the  pub¬ 
lication  was  held  yesterday  at 
10  Downing  Street 

Hayden  Phillips,  Perma¬ 
nent  Secretary  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  National  Heritage; 
described  the  collection  as 


boasting  some  of  the  nation’s 
“best  creative  achievements  in 
the  visual  arts”.  He  noted  that 
in  the  1950s  and  1960s,  it  was 
viewed  as  little  more  than 
“wallpapering”  for  the  middle 
classes.  He  said  It  was  the 
public's  first  opportunity  to 
appreciate  the  range  and 
quality  of  the  collection.  The 
British  public,  however,  is 
unlikely  to  see  H  unless  in¬ 
vited  to  government  offices. 
“How  many  times  does  one 
go  to  a  foreign  embassy?"  said 
the  publisher  and  distributor 


Hugh  Merrdl  stressing  the 
importance  that  art  plays  in 
spreading  the  word  about 
Britain. 

Dr  Wendy  Baron,  who 
retires  this  month  after  19 
years  as  director  of  the  collec¬ 
tion,  said:  “People  will  no 
longer  open  a  book  and  see  a 
Paul  Nash  picture  described 
as  ‘whereabouts  unknown’. 
We  knew  it  wis  in  the 
collection  and  we  wanted 
others  to  know.” 

The  collection,  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1898  with  works 


extending  back  to  Tudor  por¬ 
traits.  The  next  catalogues 
will  cover  pre-20th  century 
works.  Dr  Baron  said  that,  at 
the  torn  of  the  centuiy.  the 
expenditure  of  £300  on  works 
of  art  was  defended  before  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee 
because  the  pictures  pur¬ 
chased  “saved  a  good  sum  in 
decoration  of  the  rooms  so 
adorned". 

Being  a  “good  dvQ  ser¬ 
vant”,  she  declined  to  divulge 
much  about  the  tastes  of  those 
in  government  Recalling 
only  that  Mrs  Thatcher  had 
asked  for  fewer  decorative 
pieces  and  fewer  non-British 
works,  she  said  that  it  was 
impossible  to  learn  something 
about  an  individual  from 
their  tastes  in  art  “Some  of 
those  I've  liked  least  have  had 
the  best  tastes  in  art  and  vice 
versa.  The  most  prized  items 
in  the  collection  went  to  10 
Downing  Street  ancLon  the 
whole,  prime  ministers  made 
few  changes. 

Although  there  are  a  few 
"white  elephants”,  which  re¬ 
main  in  store,  the  collection 
receives  widespread  approv¬ 
al.  So  much  so,  it  was  dis¬ 
closed  last  year,  that  472 
works  have  “gone  missing”. 


fiyznnfine  Lady  (1912)  by  Vanessa  Bell 
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THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

Naomi  Wolf 
and  the 
rockin’ 
years 


From  the  permissive 
age  of  sex  and 
drags  which 
promised  liberation 
for  women,  to  the 
illusion-shattering 
Aids  era,  Naomi  Wolf 
—  America’s  most 
provocative  feminist 
—  presents  an 
intimate  account  of 
her  turbulent 
journey  of 
discovery . . . 
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tomorrow 


Boy  recovers 
after  attack 
in  which 
brother  died 

By  Dareh  Gregorian 

A  NINE-YEAR-OLD  boy  who 
was  subjected  to  a  knife  attack 
that  killed  his  five-year-old 
brother  was  recovering  in 
hospital  yesterday. 

Aaron  Philips  was  stabbed 
in  the  neck  and  hit  on  the  head 
with  a  hammer  during  the 
assault  on  Thursday  night  but 
he  managed  ro  run  out  of  his 
family’s  flat  in  Heme)  Hemp¬ 
stead.  Hertfordshire,  and 
raise  the  alarm  in  an  attempt 
to  save  his  brother.  Perry. 

Claire  Lampey,  who  lived 
opposite  the  flat,  said  Aaron 
ran  to  a  friend's  home  scream¬ 
ing  that  someone  was  “trying 
to  kill  Peny".  She  added: 
“Aaron  was  covered  in  blood 
and  he  was  obviously  in¬ 
jured."  Police  and  ambulance 
were  called  but  the  younger 
boy  could  not  be  revived. 

A  police  spokeswoman  said 
that  a  woman  had  been  threat¬ 
ening  to  Wow  up  the  flat  if 
anyone  came  near  by  turning 
on  tile  gas  ups.  Police  were 
only  able  to  enter  the  apart¬ 
ment  after  gas  board  workers 
turned  off  the  supply  to  the 
house. 

Aaron  was  last  night  in  a 
serious  but  stable  condition  at 
West  Hertfordshire  Hospital, 
□  Police  yesterday  charged  a 
29-year-old  woman  with  mur¬ 
der  and  attempted  murder. 
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Find  a  tower  price  for  the 
same  product  and  offer, 
complete,  new,  boxed  and 
in  stock  in  a  local  shop 
within  7  days  of  purchase 
and  we'll  match  it 
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BE  BEATEN 
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LOOK!  NO  TAPES 


Records  calb  with  crystal 
den*  daftly  without  any 
need  far  uufle 


For  faster  two  cflgh 
dial  Dog. 


IKSI 

Ur  the  anlla  phone 
anywhere  in  the  home. 


So  you  can  communicate 
between  base  and 
handset. 


PHONES 

SAVE  5  HALF  PRICE 


CORDLESS 

PHONES 

SAVE  £.30 


Telephone 

■  10  number  memory. 

■  On  hook  dialling. 

■  Mute  button. 

■  Last  number  redfal. 
Model  RELATE  180. 
Was  043*. 

Was  £19.99. 
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BTcordless  Phone 

■  Intercom  fadllty  between  base 

and  hundsnt. 

■  10  nundw  memory. 

■  Up  to  100  metre  range. 

■  I  Ruminated  keypad. 

■  8  channel  auto  selection. 
Model  FREESTYLE  120L 
Was  fOMS. 

Was  £84.99. 
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Answer  Machine 

■  Remote  access  faeffity. 

■  AudMe  message  alert. 

■  Memo  recording. 

■  15  minutes  recording 
time. 

■  CiU  Kratning. 

Model  RESPONSE  10. 
Was  £3439. 
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BT 

Fax/Teiephone/DJgita] 
Answering  Machine 

■  49  number  memory 

■  FuOy  digital  answer 

l  machine,  no  need  far 
i  tapes. 

Fa  Automatically  iMitzfies 
between  faxes  and 
i  phone  cafe. 

\  Model  DF60. 


PHILIPS 


SAISHO  ™ 

TMaphona  IRIM  OMITS  mu 

■  Last  number  redaL  ll’tnj  A 

■  lUumhuted  dial  buttons.  ,rnu*fc  eMnn 

Model  2S1.  !»#«« 

Was  £19.99. 


SAISHO  «»■«  ifahn 

■  Hold  fadEty.  H  '  cmrema 

■  Mute  button.  ISElW 

■  Led  number  redial.  IJHWJ  J>W  M 

Model  LADY  100.  I  |A 

Mbs  £24.99. 


BETACOM  Telephone  with  Massage  Announcement 

■  Visual  ring  indicator.  MjM  cwmrs  mv 

■  Mays  a  meaage  to  callers.  uMli  dM  M 

Modnl^AWNOUNCE  £  |4  99 


cumvsraKZ 

£1249 


BT  Cmbs  Phone 

■  Paging  facility  between  base  and 
handset 

■  Up  to  100  metre  range. 

Model  RtKSTYLE  80. 

Was  £79.99. 


PHILIPS  MgtalGanDassylmne 

■  Sound  quafity  as  good  as  a  wired  phene. 

■  Up  to  10  hours  continuous  takdmaf 
40  houre  standby  time. 

ModtfTO9Sn  DECT. 

Was  £17939. 


BT  Digital  Contes  Phene 

■  Reception  as  good  as  a  wired  phone. 

■  Up  to  6  hours  continuous  tailctime/ 
40  hours  standby  time. 

Model  DIVERSE  1000. 

Was  £22939. 
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BETACOM 

Answer  Machine 

■  Remota  aoa  fadllty 

■  Message  countac 
Model  SOLO. 

In-store  Met  £2439. 


SOUTHWESTERN  BELL 

TMepbone/Answ  ir  Machine  MHj 

■  Ore  monitoring. 

■  Remote  access.  K1 

ModelMSwn. 

Was  £3439. 


SAMSUNG 

VOUCXBIMKE  Fax/Tel  epb  one 

5  4A  ■  10  number  memory 

jp  IHaa  ■  Copying fadnty -~ 

E  ■  »riW  Model  SF30.  was  £17939. 

MMRYI UMIB)  STOCK 


;ELL  PHILIPS 

omsFiHCE  FaaTMephone 

5  mm  ■  51  number  memory 

^  JUam  ■Stant  fax  reception  faefflty 

£47.99  Modd  hkb. 

was  £24939. 


CIMRYS IWCE 


BQ£169.99 


|M  ouhits.huce 

Blfl  99.99 


PHILIPS  Fay/TttephonWDigftal  Answer  Machine 
CtRHYS  phce  ■  51  number  memory  MFWM  CURRYS  mcE 

■ran  aFuBy  digital  answer  machine.  VM  MMJb  _ 

£39.99  SUfZ/3.99 

was  £29939. 


ORANGE 

MOBILES 


OPTION 


OPTION 


SAVE°ver£75 

ON  THIS  NEW  ALL-IN-ONE  PACKAGE 

includes  line  rental  for  1  year,  handset  and 
connection  fee  PLUS  15  minutes  of 
inclusive  calls  every  month 


MOBILES 

FROM 
ONLY 

Plus  line  rental  and  one-off  connection  fee* 


ALLTHIS  FROMI  ♦ 


EASY 
WAYS 
TO  PAY 


ORANGE 

MOTOROLA 

Mobile  Phone 

■  Up  to  150  minutes  talktime/ 
*  40  hours  standby  time. 

■  100  name  and  number 
memory. 

■  Supports  caller  ID. 

■  Easy  to  use  menus. 

Model  MR30. 


LOWEST' 
EVER 
PRICE 


ORANGE 

Digital  Mobile 


Phone 


■  Up  to  60  minutes 
talktime/16  hours 
standby  time. 

■  85  name  and 
number  memory. 

■  Supports  caller  ID. 

■  Easy  to  use  menus. 

■  Back-lit  display  and 


Model  Dancall  DC1. 


CURRYS  PRICE 


*£3535  Connection  fe*  on  your  first  MB. 


ORANGE 

MOTOROLA 

Mobfle  Phone 

■  Up  to  90  minutes 
talktime/15  hours 
standby  time. 

■  100  name  and  number 
memory  Model  MR20. 


ORANGE 
NOKIA  5.1 

Mobile  Phone 

■  Up  to  100  minutes 
fafktmre/21  houre 
standby  time. 

■  125  name  and 
number  memory. 
Model  S.I., . 

CURRYS  PRICE 

£79.99* 


Currys 
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INTEREST  FREE 
OPTION* 

ON  ALL  PRODUCTS 
OVER  £100 

Up  to  5  yean  cover,  induefing  new  for  old 
repkwnent  with  Gbwnahn  Extra.  Plus  Interest 
wee  Qptei .when  purchased  with  any  product 
owr  £100.  Ask  in-store  fer  detail* 


I  A  c^i.'f.t 

:. MEREST 
Fr.;S  -  j'i 
CN  5tL;CT;D 
FFiCDVCTS 


HI 


Where  a  saving  is  claimed  against  a  ‘was’  price  the 
product  has  been  offered  for  sale  by  Cunys  at  the 
higher  price  for  at  least  18  consecutive  days  prior 
to  the  promotion 
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Tribal  chiefs  accuse  politicians  of  destroying  their  culture  and  traditions 

Canadian  Indians 
protest  at  ban 
on  fur  imports 


By  Kathryn  Knight 

CANADIAN  Indians  visited 
London  yesterday  to  demand 
that  the  Government  cancel  its 
proposed  ban  of  fur  imports. 

Resplendent  in  traditional 
tribal  costume,  Indians  from 
the  Cree,  Ojibwayand  Sarnia 
nations  gathered  outside  Par¬ 
liament  and  accused  polit- 
i  carts  of  destroying  their 
culture  and  traditions,  which 
are  based  on  hunting  mink, 
beaver  and  few. 

Under  a  proposed  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  directive,  which 
Britain  strongly  supports,  furs 
from  animals  killed  by  leghold 
traps  and  other  traditional 
methods  will  be  banned.  But 
yesterday  Chief  Ovide 
Mercredi,  a  Cree  and  die 
National  Chief  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  of  Fust  Nations,  the  princi¬ 
pal  Canadian  Indian  organis¬ 
ation.  accused  politicians  of 
double  standards  and  being 
smug  about  animal  welfare. 

After  a  traditional  Indian 
cleansing  ceremony  in  which 
lemon  grass  and  sage  were 
burnt  in  a  sheli  to  represent 
renewal,  and  the  vapours 
passed  from  person  to  person 
with  the  beat  of  a  drum,  the 
chief  said  that  by  bowing  to 
the  demands  of  animal  wel¬ 
fare  activists,  poliricans  were 
gradually  destroying  the  live¬ 
lihoods  of  the  623  indigenous 
communities  in  Canada.  This 
fed  many  to  turn  to  alcohol 
and  drugs,  and  commit 
suicide.  Three  quarters  of  fur 
trapped  by  the  Indians  is  sold 
to  the  European  market  and 
they  have  no  other  source  of 
income.  “If  the  ban  goes  ahead 
the  EU  will  be  responsible  for 
cultural  genocide.'’  Chief 
Mercredi  said.  “We  have  al¬ 
ready  suffered  a  lot  and  our 
culture  is  gradually  disap- 
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Queen  Victoria:  gave 

Indians  trapping  rights 

pearing.  Our  land  is  like  the 
crofters*  land  in  northern  Scot¬ 
land  —  most  of  it  cannot  be 
used  for  agriculture  and  we 
haw  very  little  other  means  of 
earning  our  livelihood.” 

He  said  many  Indians  were 
now  dispossessed,  living  in 
substandard  housing,  with  a 
70  per  cent  unemployment 
rate.  They  had  no  means  of 
developing  an  economy  and 
no  autonomy.  Suicide  rates 
among  the  indigenous  peoples 
were  four  times  higher  than  in 
the  rest  of  Canada. 

The  chief,  accompanied  by 
Chief  Ray  Rogers,  from  the 
Chippewas  of  Sarnia,  and 
Chief  Willie  Littlechild  of  the 
Ojibway.  said  that  around 
170,000  Indians  would  be  dir¬ 
ectly  affected  by  the  ban. 
“When  your  people  were  lis¬ 
tening  to  the  animal  welfare 


movement,  what  were  they 
thinking  of?  They  should  obey 
the  laws  they  make,  laws 
which  exist  for  die  sake  of 
humanity.  No  one  can  exist 
without  a  livelihood.” 

Chief  Mercredi  said  that  the 
directive  violated  an  interna¬ 
tional  covenant  signed  in  1966 
which  stated  that  in  no  case 
could  people  be  deprived  of 
their  subsistence.  It  also  vio¬ 
lated  treaties  signed  in  the  19th 
century  by  Queen  Victoria 
honouring  indigenous  ways  of 
life. 

“The  Government  should  be 
ashamed  of  itself  for  violating 
a  treaty  made  by  Queen 
Victoria  that  gives  our  people 
a  right  to  trap.  Study  your 
history  and  look  at  how  much 
wealth  you  derived  from  the 
fur  trade  in  the  early  days  of 
colonisation.  Now  you  will 
allow  those  who  provided  it  to 
be  destroyed.” 

The  chief  reserved  strong 
words  for  the  animal  welfare 
activists.  “Don’t  be  so  smug 
about  animal  rights,”  he  said. 
“Our  people  respect  the  earth 
and  the  land,  we  respect  the 
sacred  ness  of  all  life.  We  pray 
before  we  set  our  traps  and 
when  the  animal  is  caught.  We 
respect  all  life,  human  and 
animal.  We  live  on  the  Earth 
and  give  bade  to  the  Earth.” 

Around  5  per  cent  of  the 
trappers  use  leghold  traps  but 
most  use  conifer  traps,  which 
kill  more  quickly.  But  Chief 
Mercredi  said  most  Europe¬ 
ans  missed  the  point  on  ani¬ 
mal  issues. 

“I  am  often  asked  how 
humane  our  methods  of  kill¬ 
ing  are.  and  it  seems  by 
humane  killing  you  mean 
killing  die  animal  quickly.  Are 
these  the  standards  you  em¬ 
ploy  everywhere?  In  that  case  I 
ask  you  if  you  know  how 


Chief  Ray  Rogers*  left,  and  Chief  Willie  Littlechild  in  Westminster  yesterday 


quickly  the  chickens  you  eat 
have  been  killed,  the  cows  and 
lambs?” 

Earlier,  the  tribesmen  had 
hoped  to  meet  tile  Queen  to 
present  their  case,  but  had  to 


content  themselves  with  a 
traditional  prayer  meeting 
outside  Buckingham  Palace 
by  the  Queen  Victoria  Memo¬ 
rial  Hie  Indians,  who  have 
already  visited  several  other 


European  capitals,  aim  to 
disrupt  celebrations  at  home 
later  this  year  marking  the 
500th  anniversary  of  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  Canada,  which  the 
Queen  will  be  attending. 


Computer 
buff  takes 
offence  at 
cover-up 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 

A  SYSTEMS  analyst  who 
enjoys  strolling  naked  round 
his  garden  is  ignoring  police 
warnings  to  cower  up.  Alan 
Raynor  says  he  is  determined 
to  defend  an  Englishman’s 
right  to  do  what  he  wants  in 
his  own  castle  —  in  his  case  a 
semi-detached  house. 

Mr  Raynor,  50.  of  Ledbury, 
Hereford  and  Worcester,  who 
is  divorced  and  lives  alone, 
said  the  house  next  door  was 
being  renovated,  “bur  1  could 
have  been  seen  from  an  unoffi¬ 
cial  footpath  which  runs  past 
my  garden. 

“The  fact  is  that  anyone 
passing  who  does  not  like 
what  they  see  can  simply  look 
the  other  way.  So  far  as  1  am 
concerned,  it  comes  down  to  a 
person’s  right  to  do  what  they 
wish  on  their  own  property.  I 
have  had  no  complaints  from 
neighbours  and  1  wasn’t  even 
aware  of  any  gossip  until 
police  called  and  said  there 
had  been  a  complaint.” 

He  added:  “If  1  feel  like 
gening  up  and  feeling  the 
morning  dew  under  my  feet, 
which  1  have  to  admit  is  quite 
pleasurable,  then  why 
shouldn't  I  be  able  to  do  it? 

“It  is  not  a  matter  of 
decency.  1  just  want  the  free¬ 
dom  to  walk  in  my  garden  in 
any  way  I  please,  look  at  my 
plants  and  sit  on  the  grass  if  I 
want  to.” 

Police  warned  Mr  Raynor,  a 
freelance  computer  software 
development  consultant,  that 
he  is  m  danger  of  breaching 
the  1S24  Vagrancy  Act,  which 
deals  with  indecent  exposure. 
Inspector  Geoff  Mayor,  of 
Ledbury  police,  said:  “We 
have  no  wish  to  curtail  his 
lifestyle  bur  he  could  fall  foul 
of  the  law  of  indecent 
exposure. 

“If  someone  is  in  their  back 
garden  and  there  is  a  naked 
man  next  door,  they  could 
easily  take  offence.” 

ML  Raynor  said  privacy 
would  be  improved  in  the  next 
few  weeks  when  he  replaced 
his  sweet  pea  canes. 


Protesters^ 
appeal  over 
eviction 

Protesters  occupying  the  rite  of 
Manchester  airport’s  planned 
second  runway  have  lodged 
an  appeal  against  a  court 
order  for  their  eviction.  The 
campaigners,  who  include  the 
tunneUer  known  as  Swampy, 
yesterday  lost  a  High  Court 
battle  to  stay  on  the  land  in  the 
Bollin  Valley,  near  Styal, 
Cheshire. 

Swampy,  real  name  Daniel 
Hopper,  is  to  be  paid  E750  to 
appear  as  Paul  Merton’s  part¬ 
ner  on  Have  1  Got  News  For 
You*  the  BBC2  news  quiz 
hosted  by  Angus  Deayton. 

Drugs  charge 

A  man  arrested  by  police 
investigating  the  murder  of 
Irish  journalist  Veronica  Gue¬ 
rin  has  been  charged  with 
drug  offences.  Patrick  Eugene 
Holland,  58,  of  no  fixed  ad¬ 
dress,  was  remanded  in  custo¬ 
dy  for  a  week  by  a  court  at 
Kilmainham.  Dublin. 

Tube  acquittal 

Dorian  Fallon,  23.  of  South- 
gate.  north  London,  was 
cleared  at  the  Old  Bailey  of 
endangering  Tube  passen¬ 
gers’  Trees.  He  had  denied 
throwing  a  concrete  slab 
which  mt  the  driver’s  cab  of  a 
Piccadilly  line  train  in  Febru¬ 
ary  1996.  Nobody  was  hurt 

Desert  runner 

Chris  Moon,  33,  a  former 
soldier  who  lost  his  right  leg 
when  he  stepped  on  a 
landmine  in  Mozambique  in 
1995.  has  reached  the  halfway 
stage  in  one  of  the  world’s 
toughest  events,  a  145-mile 
race  across  the  Sahara.  He 
was  placed  306  in  a  field  of 355. 

National  cheer 

The  people  of  Ain  tree  are 
being  offered  a  free  drink  at  22 
pubs  between  1pm  and  8pm 
today  by  Martel!  Cognac, 
sponsor  of  the  Grand  Nat¬ 
ional,  in  appreciation  of  their 
generosity  to  stranded  visitors 
after  last  Saturday’s  race  was 
postponed  after  IRA  threats. 
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Barristers  face  fines  for  being  rude 


By  Frances  Gibb  .  wi. 

LEGAL  CORRESPONDENT  ■  #  i" 

RUDE  or  slipshod  barristers  may  have 
to  reduce  their  fees  or  pay  compensation 
of  up  to  £2,000  under  a  complaints 
system  launched  yesterday. 

The  system  enables  members  of  the 
public  to  complain  about  “inadequate 
professional  services”,  and  will  be  over¬ 
seen  by  Michael  Scott,  an  independent  lay 
complaints  commissioner.  Mr  Scott,  a 
former  major-general  recruited  after  the 
new  post  was  publicly  advertised,  said 
yesterday:  “I  am  a  layman  so  I  have  no 
legal  handbaggage  with  me.  My  aim  is  to 
give  a  fair  deal  to  people  while  protecting 
barristers  from  frivolous  complaints." 

The  new  system  applies  to  barristers’ 
advisory  or  out-of-court  preparatory 
work,  but  will  not  deal  with  complaints 


aver  court  performance,  in  line  with  the 
Bar’s  statutory,  immunity  which  protects 
barristers  from  bang  sued  for  negligence 
over  their  work  in  court. 

Complainants  will  be  able  to  obtain 
compensation  only  where  they  have 
suffered  financial  loss  that  would  be 
recoverable  in  a  court  action.  Losses 
might  include  wasted  travel  expenses  and 
costs  incurred  through  rectifying  shoddy 
work.  Compensation  will  not  be  paid  for 
distress  or  inconvenience. 

Every  complaint  will  be  yetted  by  Mr 
Scott  Where  they  are  justified,  he  will 
seek  to  resolve  the  complaint  through 
informal  conciliation.  If  this  is  not 
possible,  a  panel  of  Mr  Scott,  two  laywers 
and  another  lay  person  will  decide  if  fees 
should  be  reduced  or  compensation  paid. 

The  more  serious  complaints  that 
appear  to  involve  professional  miscon¬ 


duct  will  go,  as  now,  to  the  professional 
conduct  and  complaints  committee  of  the 
Bar  Council,  which  may  deride  to  refer  it 
to  a  disciplinary  tribunal  with  powers  to 
reprimand,  fine,  suspend  or  disbar 
barristers. 

Mr  Scott,  whose  army  career  included 
commanding  the  2nd  Battalion  Scots 
Guards  in  the  battle  for  Mount  Tumble¬ 
down  in  the  Falklands.  said:  “Inadequate 
professional  service  covers  the  sort  of 
thing  where  a  barrister  has  been  rude,  or 
late,  or  been  idle  about  returning  his 
papers,  or  been  arrogant  with  his  client, 
which  is  not,- 1  understand,  unheard  of.” 

There  are  about  450  complaints  a  year 
from  about  1  million  cases  handled  by  just 
under  9,000  barristers.  About  15  per  cent 
of  the  complaints  resulted  in  disciplinary 
action.  The  scheme  will  apply  to 
complaints  arising  since  last  July. 


Bar  to  launch  spot  checks  on 
compliance  with  equality  code 


who  will  vet  complaints 


By  Frances  Gibb 

SPOT  checks  on  barristers’ 
chambers  to  find  out  if  they 
are  complying  with  the  new 
Bar  equality  code  will  be 
announced  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Bar  today  at  the  third 
Woman  Lawyer  conference  in 
London. 

Under  the  code,  adopted  by 
tbe  Bar  Council  last  year, 
chambers  are  expected  to 
have  fair  recruitment  policies 
in  force;  as  well  as  complaints 
procedures  about  unequal 
treatment  in  areas  such  as  the 
allocation  of  briefs  by  clerks. 


Chambers  that  are  found  not 
to  be  complying  with  the  code 
arc  likely  to  be  given  dead¬ 
lines  to  put  their  house  in 
order  or  face  disciplinary 
action. 

Robert  Owen.  QC,  will  un¬ 
veil  the  initiative  before  some 
300  lawyers  and  judges  at¬ 
tending  the  conference, 
organised  by  the  Law  Society 
and  the  Bar.  and  sponsored 
by  The  Times.  Leading  legal 
figures  taking  part  include 
Lord  Wool!.  Master  of  the 
Rolls;  Peter  Goldsmith.  QC 
former  chairman  of  the  Bar 
Council;  Cherie  Booth,  QC 


just  elected  Legal  Personality 
of  the  Yean  and  Helena 
Kennedy.  QC. 

The  main  (heme  of  the 
conference  is  the  disparity  in 
earnings  between  men  and 
women  in  the  legal  profes¬ 
sion.  A  survey  last  year  for  the 
Law  Society  found  that 
women  solicitors  were  faring 
“shameful  discrimination ” 
over  pay  levels.  Their  male 
counterparts  were  found  to  be 
earning  significantly  more, 
even  allowing  for  differences 
in  age  and  experience,  and  the 
gap  widened  the  higher  up 
the  career  scale  women  rose. 
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”  ’  H  you've  incurred  debts.  CCJs.  or  you're  recently  seif-employed,  then  ft  can 

heaimost  impossible  to  get  a  mortgage.  Kensington  Mortgage  Company 
ran  heio  We  provide  mortgages  to  the  kind  of  everyday  borrower  the  high 
lenders  ignore,  offering  fair  interest  rates,  dear  terms,  and  no  htoden 
extras-  So,  if  you're  looking  for  a  mortgage,  took  no  farther  than  Kensington. 


Kensington  Mortgage  Company  ...... 

idu  Treating  people  as  individuals 


of  Em  Council  of  Mortgage  London 
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FREEPHONE  0600 11  10  20 


quoting  refTTl3 


No  Annual  Fee.  Only  13.3%  apr 


And  Worth  Its  Weight  In  t 


Now  you  can  afford  to  trade  up  to  a  Gold  CanL 
The  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland’s  Gold  Visa  Card 
charges  no  mutual  fee  in  the  first  year,  and  remains 
free  to  all  cardholders  who  spend  £4,000  p.a.* 
With  a  first  year  APR  of  only  13.3%  (compare 
chat  with  your  credit  card! ),  you  could  save  even 
more  money. 

If  you’re  over  21  and  cam  more  than  £20,000, 
just  phone  us  free  and  we’U  send  you  all  the  details. 
It  couldn’t  be  caster. 


No  aanul  fee  in  the  first  year* 
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Catholic  bishops 
link  poor  exam 
results  to  poverty 

By  Ruth  Gledhill,  religion  correspondent 


MARTIN  SB3DALL 


THE  gap'  between  schools' 
performance  in  rich  and  poor 
areas  will  widen  if  unre¬ 
strained  competition  is  al¬ 
lowed,  according  to  a  report  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  of 
England  and  Wales.  A  Strug¬ 
gle  for  Excellence  makes  a 
direct  link  between  poverty, 
wealth  and  school  results. 

Although  not  condemning 
league  tables  outright,  the 
report  calls  for  them  to  take 
account  of  ocher  factors  as  well 
as  examination  results  to  al¬ 
low  parents  to  compare  "like 
with  like"  when  choosing  a 
school  for  their  child. 

The  report  finds  that  schools 
with  a  larger  percentage  of 
pupils  eligible  for  free  meals 
have  correspondingly  lower 
GCSE  results.  Pupils  at  Cath¬ 
olic  secondary  schools  tended 
to  peform  better  than  die 
national  average,  except  in  the 
poorest  schools,  where  more 
than  six  in  ten  pupils  were 
eligible  for  free  lunches;  their 
results  were  universally  dis¬ 
mal  in  Catholic  and  non- 


Catholic  schools.  It  also  calls 
for  more  flexible  and  equitable 
funding  for  schools  and  for  the 
scale  of  need  in  poor,  urban 
areas  to  be  recognised. 

According  to  figures  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  bishops  by 
Ofsted.  the  Office  for  Stan¬ 
dards  in  Education,  a  dear 
correlation  exists  between  pov¬ 
erty  and  examination  results. 

There  are  450  Catholic  sec¬ 
ondary  schools  in  England 
and  Wales,  10  per  cent  of  the 
total.  The  report  analyses  the 
difficulties  and  results  of  27 
Catholic  schools  in  poor,  ur¬ 
ban  areas  through  interviews 
with  head  teachers. 

Although  the  results  of  most 
schools  in  the  consultation 
were  below  the  national  aver¬ 
age,  the  report  looks  at  all  the 
conditions  facing  the  pupils 
and  teachers,  and  concludes 
that  "almost  without  excep¬ 
tion,  the  partidpating  schools 
appear  to  be  succeeding 
against  great  odds".' 

it  cites  the  head  of  one 
school  in  an  area  where  nine 


out  of  ten  adults  are  unem¬ 
ployed  and  the  school  exists 
amid  drugs,  gangs  and  rac¬ 
ism.  Even  though  the  school 
has  no  football  pitch.  15  old 
boys  have  become  pro¬ 
fessional  footballers.  Another 
is  trying  to  become  a  haven  in 
an  area  of  racism,  drugs  and 
gangs.  “Children  try  to  bring 
all  that  into  the  school,”  the 
head  says.  “We  have  excluded 
15  boys,  for  example  for  bring¬ 
ing  carving  knives  into 
school." 

In  one  school,  where  half  the 
children  get  free  meals,  a 
quarter  pass  GCSEs  and  girls 
are  kept  away  to  care  for 
siblings  or  sick  mothers,  the 
atmosphere  has  been  turned 
around  to  the  point  where  the 
school  is  oversubscribed. 

□  After  five  years’  study,  the 
bishops  of  England  and  Wales 
have  dedded  not  to  change  the 
Holydays  when  Catholics 
must  attend  Mass. 
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Father  Graham;  the  first  Englishman  to  head,  the  order  for  more  than  450  years 

Augustinian  Friars  break  habit 


By  Ruth  Gledhill 

FATHER  Paul  Graham  of 
Clare  Priory,  Suffolk,  has  be¬ 
come  the  first  Englishman 
since  the  Reformation  to  be 
elected  provincial  of  the  Au- 
gustinian  Friars,  in  England 
and  Scotland. 

Father  foul  will  head  the 
eight  communities  in  the  or¬ 
der's  English  and  Scottish 
province  for  a  four-year  term, 
succeeding  Father  Seamus 


Aheame  of  Carlisle.  The  Au¬ 
gustinian  order,  based  in 
Rome,  has  no  founder  but 
came  into  being  in  1256  when 
the  Vatican  brought  together  a 
group  of  hermits,  some  of 
whom  had  been  following  the 
rule  of  St  Augustine  of  Hippo. 

The  Austin  Friars,  as  they 
became  known,  established 
the  first  British  house  at  Clare 
in  1248. 

The  order  was  dissolved  in 
1538  by  Henry  VIII  but  sur¬ 


vived  in  Ireland.  It  was  re¬ 
established  in- England  in  the 
last  century,  and  the  new  prov¬ 
ince  of  England  and  Scotland 
was  founded  in  1977. 

Friars  at  Clare  Priory,  a 
community  of  lay  people  and 
friars  which  is  popular  for 
retreats,  seek  to  five  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life  according  to  the  rule  of 
St  Augustine,  which  emphasises 
the  need  to  search  for  God  “to 
achieve  oneness  of  mind  and 
heart". 


Post  haste 


ISDN  hastier 


Restraint  by 
individual 
is  path  to 
true  freedom 

Ian  Goodhardt 


Jews  observe  the  festi¬ 
val  of  Pesach  (Pass- 
over)  on  April  221  This 
week-long  celebration 
marks  the  freedom  of  the 
Jews  from  slavery  m  Egypt 
and  the  beginning  of  the 
Jewish  nation  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  sovereign,  entity. 

Some  have  remarked 
that  it  seems  merely  to  be 
the  exchange  of  one  slavery 
for  another.  Within  days  of 
leaving  Egypt  Israel  stood 
at  the  foot  of  Mount  Sinai 
ready  to  receive  hundreds 
of  laws  contained  in  the  five 
books  of  Moses.  Being 
subject  to  the  laws  of 
Pharoah  or  the  laws  of 
God,  you  are  still 
subjugated,  they 
say.  This  year 
Passover  falls  in 
the  last  full  week 
of  campaigning 
before  the  gener¬ 
al  election.  I  re¬ 
member  the  late 
Robert  Macken¬ 
zie  remarking  in 
admiration  and 
wonder  on  one 

Election  Night  _ 

Special  bow 
smoothly  the  wheels  of 
democracy  tum,  as  by  the 
simple  mechanism  of  a 
pencil  cross  on  a  piece  of 
paper,  an  entire  adminis¬ 
tration  is  removed  from 
office  and  another  takes  its 
place.  No  shooting,  no  up¬ 
heaval  amply  the  ordinary 
workings  of  a  free  and 
democratic  state,  and  how 
fortunate  we  were  to  be 
among  the  minority  of  the 
world's  population  who  live 
in  such  freedom. 

Of  course,  there  is  a  lot 
more  to  freedom  than  being 
able  to  vote  for  your  govern¬ 
ment  Ask  the  old  woman 
too  scared  to  lave  her 
house  for  fear  of  being 
mugged,  or  the  Illiterate 
youngster  with  no  pros¬ 
pects  and  no  aspirations. 
They  can  vote,  but  how  free 
are  they? 

The  Jewish  people  are  a 
nation  forged  in  slavery  to 
understand  and  value  the 
importance  of  freedom. 
And  what  it  learned  from 
that  experience  is  that  true 
freedom  is  the  very  opp¬ 
osite  of  allowing  eveiyone 
to  do  exactly  what  they 
want  That  leads  to  what 
Hobbes  calls  the  state  of 
nature,  the  war  of  aQ 


against  all'  and  that,  in 
turn,  leads  to  an  inevitable 
impoverishment  and  short¬ 
ening  of  Kfe. 

But  rather  than  Hobbes's 
solution  of  banding  respon¬ 
sibility  for  ensuring  person¬ 
al  freedom  to  the  leviathan 
of  the  state,  Jewish  teaching 
stresses  personal  restraint 
■and  discipline.  Tins  is  the 
paradox  of  freedom:  for  one 
to  be  free,  ail  most  exercise 
discipline  and  restraint 

This  has  been  file  role  of 
religion  throughout .  the 
centuries.  Speaking  person¬ 
ally,  I  believe  the  teachings 
of  the  Bible  to  be  true,  and 
this  is  sufficient  grounds 
for  holding  them 
up  as  the  highest 
standards  to 
which  humanity 
can  aspire.  But 
evenifyoutakea 
sociological  as 
distinct  from  a 
moral  view,  the 
force  of  religious 
teaching  has 
proved  impres¬ 
sively  effective  In 
leading  people  to 
exercise  the  re¬ 
straint  in  their  own  lives 
that  leads  to  increased  free¬ 
dom  for  all. 

Our  society  tries  to  do 
without  religion,  tries  to 
leave  every  moral  decision 
for  the  individual  to  work 
out  for  themselves  from 
first  principles,  with  no 
guidance,  no  help.  The  only 
influence  it  brings  to  bear  is 
die  coercive  and  corrosive 
force  of  police  and  prison. 
We  can  see  it  does  not  work. 

Passover  is  the  prima¬ 
ry  festival  whose  sea¬ 
sonal  timing  is 
crucial  to  its  message.  The 
entire  Jewish  calendar  is 
constructed  to  ensure  that 
Passover  always  occurs  in 
spring. 

When  everything  starts 
again  after  winter,  when 
new  life  is  all  around,  now 
is  the  time  for  each  person 
to  consider  their  own  life 
and  the  life  of  their  com¬ 
munity,  and  by  imposing 
on  themselves  even  a  tittle 
more  discipline  and  re¬ 
straint  enhance  their  own 
freedom  and  that  of  us  all 

Ian  Goodhardt  is  rabbi  of 
the  United  Hebrew  Con¬ 
gregation  in  Leeds. 
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‘Iron  curtain’  campaign 


Why  do  politicians 
love  posing  with 
JCB’S? 


Glenda  M 

Jackson’s  v 
starring  role  ^ 


The  week  John  Major  began  to  hit  back 


ygpjur  poll 
pad  slashed 
ly  the  Tories 


S3EKH 

2»r* 


.ggaasm  ‘  ‘/ft-’  ' 35555881 


ffilfoniton 


OUCH  J 


lmuiu 

"■‘Wir  ft 


5  «00  UAMKS  TO  IKtltt  .WKU  BMftHlM 


The  week  in  snapshot:  Labour  gets  off  to  shaky  start;  Bell  and  Hamilton  cause  welcome  diversion;  poll  blow  to  Labour;  Major  starts  to  look  happier;  fillip  for  Labour  as  Browning  embarrasses  Tory  leadership 

Philip  Webster  and  Jill  Sherman  watch  Labour  flutter 


IN  THE  huge  war  room  on 
the  first  floor  of  Miilbank 
Tower  last  Sunday  Peter 
Mandelson,  Labour's  chief 
strategist,  laid  down  the  law. 

Robin  Oxik.  the  Shadow  accustomed.  In  the  same  room 
Foreign  Secretary,  had  just  tliis  week  the  strategists  Jis- 
used  a  television  interview  to  tened  with  increasing  horror 
nudge  Labour's  policy  on  the  as  the  BBC  lunchtime  news 
single  currency  to  the  point  headlined  their  bulletins  with 
where  it  was  virtually  ruled  stories  that  were  not  good  for 
out  for  the  next  Parliament.  Labour:  the  Jaguar  chairman 
Mr  Mandelson  knew  that  disclaiming  endorsement  of 
the  press  would  immediately  its  welfare-to-work  pro- 
try  out  Mr  Cook's  new'  line  on  gramme,  and  twice  with  the 
Gordon  Brown,  notably  more  increasingly  arcane  saga 
Euro-enthusiast  than  Mr  about  whether  Labour  intend- 
Cook,  and  to  find  out  whether  ed  or  not  to  privatise  the  air 
it  was  fully  backed  by  Tony  traffic  control  system. 

Blair.  Surrounded  by  the  aides  Labour  appeared  to  have 

who  would  be  called  on  to  lost  control  of  the  agenda  and 
brief  all  three.  Mr  Mandelson  when  77ie  Times  MORI  poll 
gave  his  orders:  there  must  be  an  Wednesday  night  showed  a 
no  anempt  to  gloss  Mr  Cook’s  big  dent  in  its  lead  hearts 
remarks.  No  impression  of  began  to  pound  a  little, 
division  could  be  afforded.  It  has  been  a  week  that  has 
They  were  carried  our  to  the  proved  an  old  adage:  the  team 
letter.  in  front  is  always  the  more 

The  policy  was  hardened  vulnerable.  It  seems  almost 
overnight,  with  Mr  Brown  laughable  ten  years  on.  but  the 
happily  on  board:  It  was  the  Conservative  machine  was 
kind  of  control,  the  vital  dose  to  falling  apart  on  Wob- 
ingredient  in  Labour's  usually  bly  Thursday,  one  week  before 
tightly  run  ship,  to  which  the  the '1987  ejection,  which  the 
political  world  had  become  Tories  went  on  to  win  by  100 


seats.  The  big  opinion  poll 
leads  held  by  Labour  for 
several  years  have  always 
been  doubled-edged.  Party 
leaders  have  always  known 
that  the  margins  were  unreal¬ 
istic  and  expected  that  in  the 
election  run-up  they  would  be 
severely  cut  back.  And  they 
always  knew.  too.  that  when 
that  moment  came  they  would 
have  to  hold  their  nerve. 

What  has  dismayed  some 
Labour  insiders  these  past  few 
days  is  that  this  supposedly 
brilliant  Labour  campaigning 
machine,  the  one  that  has  self¬ 
consciously  prided  itself  on 
winning  the  last  two  election 
campaigns  even  if  it  lost  the 
election  itself,  has  contributed 
heavily  to  its  own  problems. 

Labour  believes  that  there 
are  three  kinds  of  “switchers", 
those  former  Tory  voters 
whose  conversion,  temporary 
or  permanent,  now  account 
for  the  large  Labour  lead. 
There  are  the  hard  cases  who 
have  given  up  on  the  Conser¬ 


vatives:  there  are  those  who 
say  they  are  pretty  confident  of 
going  over;  and  there  are  those 
who  are  looking  for -an  excuse 
to  go  back. 

When  the  campaign  went 
askew  last  weekend,  with  a 
series  of  briefings  adding  up  to 
stories  that  Labour  was  doing 
to  a  U-turn  on  the  unions  and 
privatisation,  it  gave  that  third 
group  their  reason  for  return¬ 
ing  home.  They  probably 
would  have  done  so  at  some 
point  in  the  campaign:  but 
here  was  an  early  opportunity. 

Labour’s  uncomfortable 
week  had  begun  with  head¬ 
lines  in  the  morning  newspa¬ 
pers  last  Saturday  dominated 
by  Mr  Blair's  alleged  insult  to 
the  Scots  over  the  powers  of 
their  parliament 

But  by  then  Labour  was  also 
preparing  a  damage-limita¬ 
tion  exercise  over  expected 
Sunday  paper  stories  alleging 
secret  deals  with  the  unions. 
To  deflect  them,  the  spin  doc¬ 
tors  briefed  the  apposite  and 


Spin  nurses  keep  media  on 
message  in  the  holding  pen 

James  Landale  and  Polly  Newton  on  the  language  of  Labour’s  battle  bus 


THE  strange  enclosed  world 
of  the  election  battle-bus, 
where  spin  doctors,  party 
leaders  and  journalists  shuttle 
up  and  down  the  country  for. 
up  to  IS  hours  a  day,  has 
begun  to  spawn  a  language  of 
its  own. 

The  Labour  camp  is  the 
most  creative  but  all  parties, 
after  three  weeks  on  the  road, 
are  developing  a  jargon  im¬ 
penetrable  to  outsiders.  The 
Times  correspondents  on  the 
buses  translate: 

Holding  pen.  Area  cor¬ 
doned  off  for  the  media 
during  Labour's  stage-man¬ 
aged  walkabouts  to  prevent 
easv  access  to  Tony  Blair. 
Example:  “Get  back  into  the 
holding  pen  now!"  John  Ma¬ 
jor  calls  them  cordons 
sanitaires. 

Slightly  corralled.  Labour 
spin-doctor  description  of 
what  happens  to  the  media  in 
bolding  pens.  Example:  “Of 
course  you  will  be  able  to  talk 
to  Mr  Blair.  You  will  only  be 
slightly  corralled." 

Spin  nurses.  Junior  Labour 
press  officers-  often  women, 
who  get  frustrated  when  the 
media  refuse  to  obey  them. 
Example:  “The  spin  nurses 
are  getting  their  knickers  in  a 
twist  again." 


Labour’s  battle  bus  at  the  start  of  the  campaign 


On  message.  Spin  doctor- 
speak  for  stories  written  by 
reporters  which  faithfully  fol¬ 
low  the  party’s  agenda  and 
report  everything  their  leader 
has  said,  however  uninterest¬ 
ing.  Example:  "Stay  on  mess¬ 
age  and  111  treat  you  right" 
Off  message.  Opposite  of 
the  above,  usually  occurs 
when  reporters  actually  man¬ 
age  to  speak  to  ordinary 
members  of  the  public  who 
have  not  all  been  personally 
vetted  by  a  press  officer. 
Example:  “Stay  off  message 
and  IV  never  give  you  a  story 


again." 

Tight  schedule  Spin  doc¬ 
tor-speak  for  the  apparently 
urgent  need  for  the  media  to 
get  back  on  battle  bus  to  avoid 
being  late  for  the  next  stop.  In 
reality,  a  device  to  prevent 
reporters  talking  to  people 
who  might  be  off  message  (see 
above).  Example:  “We  are  on 
a  tight  schedule,  please  get 
back  on  the  bus  now!" 

Muffins.  Name  given  by 
Tory  men  to  the  hordes  of 
young  blonde  women  who 
answer  the  phone  in  the  press 
office  at  Conservative  Central 


Office.  Example:  “Don’t  wor¬ 
ry,  one  of  the  muffins  will 
make  the  tea." 

Mother.  Tory-speak  for 
Baroness  Thatcher.  Example: 
"Mother  is  returning  to  the 
fold.” 

A  briefette.  A  briefing  done 
by  Paddy  Ashdown  bom  the 
front  of  the  top  deck  of  his 
battle  bus. 

A  photo  opportunity. 
Libera!  Democrat-speak  for 
anything  that  involves  their 
techno-fiend  leader  looking  at 
computers. 

Paddy's  rally  speech  (Take 
l).  The  text  of  Mr  Ashdown's 
evening  speech,  issued  to 
journalists  under  embargo  in 
mid-afternoon.  Padd/s  rally 
speech  (Take  2).  The  speech 
Paddy  actually  makes. 

TB.  Labour  acronym  for 
Tony  Blair.  Example:  “TB’s 
on  the  BB,  the  press  on  PB  I 
and  2.  ETD  to  1CA  ASAP. 
Return  ETA  at  MBT  at  1430 
hours."  Translation:  “Tony 
Blair  is  on  the  battle  bus.  the 
media  are  on  press  buses  One 
and  Two.  Estimated  time  of 
departure  for  the  Institute  of 
Chartered  Accountants  is  as 
soon  as  possible.  Estimated 
time  of  arrival  back  at 
Miilbank  Tower  (Labour’s 
London  HQ)  230pm. 


Stamina  Factor 


John  Major:  54 

Freshness 
rating: 

HHHH 

Miles  travelled 
this  week: 

1,960 

Honrs  spent  " 

campaigning  on  the  streets. 

interviews:  Average  9  per  day 

Press  conferences  or  rallies:  5 

Average  working  day:  19  hours 


Tony  Blair:  43 


rating:  Jf RSfc  ^  I 

HHHH  f 

Miles  travelled  ^ 
this  week:  •  j£- 

xooo  % 

Hours  spent  HlL. - 3 

campaigning  on  the  streets:  1 
Interviews:  Average  10  per  day 
Press  conferences  or  rallies:  7 
Average  working  day:  14  hours 


Paddy  Ashdown: 

56 

Freshness 
rating: 

HH 

Miles  travelled 
this  week: 

3,000 

Hours  spent 
campaigning  on  the  streets:  11  ys 
I  Interviews:  Average  16  per  day 
Press  conferences  or  rallies:  8 
i  Average  working  day:  18  hours 


Worst  moment: 

Martin  Bell  announces  he  will 
stand  against  Neil  Hamilton,  pro¬ 
longing  sleaze  debate  throughout 
campaign  •  — 


Worst  moment: 


Worst  moment: 


Times  poll  showing  massive  cut  in  Admitting  last  night  he  was 


Labour’s  lead 

H  Star  rating  our  ol  5  provided  by  Tunes 
oomsporafcms  irjnrWng [  with  ihe  feaaare 


‘exhausted  after  the  first  week  of 
election  campaigning  at  full  tilt" 


more  accurate  story:  that  Mr 
Blair  wax  to  deny  them  much 
of  what  they  wanted. 

Perhaps  the  root  of  Labour's 
difficulties  at  that  time  had 
been  the  acknowledgement 
that  there  was  a  £13  billion 
hole  in  their  finances,  and 
what  seemed  to  many  in  the 
party  an  almost  indecent  haste 
to  suggest  that  Labour  would 
if  necessary  fill  the  hole 
through  privatisation. 

That  resulted  in  more  Sun¬ 
day  stories  suggesting  that 
Labour  would  privatise  any¬ 
thing  that  moved  and  led  on  to 
the  great  “our  air  is  not  for 
sale”  row  that  refused  to  go 
away. 

The  message  of  those  three 
episodes  —  no  higher  taxes  in 
Scotland,  no  favours  to  the 
unions,  no  hostility  to  privati¬ 
sation  —  was  what  Labour 
wanted  to  get  across.  But 
taken  together  they  gave  the 
impression  of  retreat  and 
allowed  John  Major  to  begin 
his  "campaign  cracking  up" 


charges.  And  that  was 
Labour's  biggest  error  this 
week.  Its  behaviour  trans¬ 
formed  the  Prime  Minister. 
Tetchy  at  the  start  as  Martin 
Bell  launched  his  assault  on 
Tatton,  Mr  Major  by  yester¬ 
day  had  become  a  bundle  of 
laughs.  He  has  not  behaved 
like  a  man  for  whom  political 
retirement  allegedly  is  already 
beckoning. 

Even  yesterday,  after  the 
single  currency  made  its  first 
serious  appearance  in  the 
election  campaign  and  raised 
questions  over  the  future  of 
ministers  who  breached  the 
agreed  line.  Mr  Major  refused 
to  be  daunted.  He  was  always 
happy  to  take  questions  from 
“you  rough  lot"  —  unlike  Mr 
Blair,  around  whom  a  cordon 
sanitaire  had  been  erected. 
They  were  keeping  him  away 
as  though  he  was  the  plague, 
or  “New  Black  Death"  Mr 
Major  remarked,  prompting 
side-splitting  laughter  from 
ministers  and  aides,  one  of 


whom  was  responsible  for  the 
joke.  Mr  Major,  with  Michael 
Heseltine  and.  to  a  lesser 
extent.  Kenneth  Clarke,  is  the 
Tory  campaign.  When  Mr 
Major  is  on  form.  Central 
Office  hums.  Labour  privately 
admits  that  the  Tory  machine 
has  been  running  bettor  than 
it  expected. 

At  Miilbank  Tower  what 
happened  this  week  was  not  so 
much  a  wobble  as  a  flutter. 
Inexperience  is  a  big  factor. 
On  that  open-plan  floor  where 
each  of  the  Shadow  Cabinet 
has  his  or  her  “anchor"  back 
at  base,  there  are  about  120 
staff  working  virtually  round 
the  clock. 

Most  of  them  are  young.  At 
49.  David  Hill,  Labour’s  com¬ 
munications  director,  is  the 
oldest  Some  of  them  have 
wandered  privatdy  this  week 
why  their  .chiefs  were  not 
doing  more  to  attack;  where 
were  Labour's  big  issues, 
health,  education  and  unem¬ 
ployment?  One  or  two  may 


even  have  panicked  at  the  first 
whiff  of  things  going  wrong. 
One  said:  "We  are  not  doing 
well.  They  are  making  the 
hits.  We  are  watching  them.” 
Another  suggested  that  Lab¬ 
our  appeared  to  be  "going 
through  the  motions". 

The  campaign  chiefs  are 
urging  all  to  keep  calm.  It  is 
reported  by  insiders  that  Mr 
Mandelson  and  Mr  Brown, 
who  fell  out  as  friends  at  the 
leadership  election  in  1994.  are 
working  more  closely  together 
than  they  have  for  years. 

An  insider  said:  “There  is  no 
time  for  old  rivalries."  After 
yesterday’s  press  conference 
Mr  Brown  loudly  congratulat¬ 
ed  Mr  Cook,  another  old 
adversary,  on  his  perfor¬ 
mance. 

The  campaign  chiefs  say 
that  the  attack  strategy  is  in 
place  as  it  has  always  been. 
The  “grid",  the  campaign  plan 
locked  up  in  the  offices  of  Mr 
Mandelson  and  Mr  Brown, 
has  not  changed. 

The  insiders  deny  a  rethink, 
but  the  campaign  is  changing 
up  a  gear  this  weekend.  Yes¬ 
terday's  assault  on  Europe 
was  the  firsi  sign  of  that. 
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Free  from  charges 


Banking  with  Rret  Direct  is  free  became  ws  do  not 
charge  Cheque  Account  customers  for  everyday  banking 
transactions,  even  if  you're  overdrawn.  And  ail  our 
customers  automatically  receive  an  overdraft  up  to  £250 
-  also  free  of  any  foes.  So  compared  to  other  high  street 
bank  accounts  you're  better  off  with  First  Direct  from  day 
one.  We're  a  member  of  the  HSBC  Group  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  banking  and  financial  services  organisations  in  the 
world,  and  In  the  cxxrse  of  a  year  you'  1  find  we  offer  more 
cost  effective  current  account  banking.  And  the  service  we 
provide  moans  you  benefit  in  many  other  ways  too. 


By  telephone,  24  hours  a  day 


We  provide  the  litimate  in  convenience.  You  can  bank 
with  us  at  any  time,  365  days  (and  nights)  of  the  year, 
from  wherever  thereto  a  telephone,  in  your  home,  office 
or  car.  And  all  UK  calls  are  charged  at  local  rates. 


Personal  and  professional  service 


Every  call  is  answered  by  our  Banking  Representatives.  They  have  afi 
they  need  at  their  fingertips  to  deal  with  your  day-to-day  banking 
needs.  And  when  you  require  more  specialised  assistance,  such  as 
a  loan,  they  can  instantly  refer  you  to  someone  who  can  help. 


Getting  cash  is  easy 


Every  Cheque  Account  customer  receives  the 

_ First  Direct  Card.  This  allows  you 

- '  _  "  to  withdraw  up  to  £500  a  day 

1 _ —  ^Dm  over  I1 -500  cash  machines 

'ijBflm  around  the  UK,  including  those 
of  Midland.  It  also  guarantees 
cheques  for  £100  and  includes  the 
Switch  payment  facility. 


So  is  paying  bills 


Our  service  includes  a  free  bill  payment  service.  Simply  call,  teU  us 
who  to  pay,  how  much  and  when,  and  we  do  it  This  means  you  can 
arrange  to  pay  your  bills  at  the  most  convenient  time  without  the 
need  to  keep  having  to  remember  to  organise  it 


A  full  banking  service  with  more  benefits 


As  well  as  our  Cheque  Account  we  offer  saving,  borrowing,  travel  and 
insurance  services  cost  effectively  by  telephone.  Taka  saving;  our  rates 
are  always  competitive,  we  offer  transfers  to  and  from  your  Cheque 
Account.  So  your  money  is  always  working  hard  without  the 
need  for  you  to  do  the  same. 


Why  pay  to 
bank  when 
First  Direct 
is  free? 


Lloyds  NatVVest  Barclays  First  Direct 

Classic  Current  Bank  Cheque 

Plus  Account  Account 


If  you’re  paying  more  are  you  with  the  right  bank? 

S  0800  24  24  24 


We  work  hard  to  maintain  the  service 


The  best  people  to  demonstrate  the  quality  of  a  banking  service 
are  its  customers  -  87%'  of  ours  have  recommended  us  to  their 
friends  and  colleagues  In  the  last  12  months. 


Opening  an  account  is  easy  too 


We  also  appreciate  how  daunting  changing  bank  accounts  can  be. 
So  we  make  it  easy.  Easy  to  open  a  First  Direct  account,  then  easy 
to  arrange  for  your  salary  to  be  paid  in  and  easy  for  all  your  standing 
orders  and  direct  debits  to  be  transferred  to  your  account  And  it's 
easy  (and  free)  to  find  out  more  right  now.  Call  us  on  0800  24  24  24 
or  complete  the  coupon. 


Call  free  or  complete  trie  coupon  and  post  to: 

J  First  Direct,  FREEPOST,  Leeds  LS98  2RF 

*  Mr/Mre/Miss/Ms  or  Title 

I - - - 


Surname 


I  FprenameCsl  _ 

I  UK  Address 
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Heseltine  steps  up  assault 
with  gibe  over  union  links 


BYJILLSHERMAN 

THE  Tories  stepped  up  the 
assault  on  Labour’s  links  with 
the  trade  unions  yesterday 
and  tried  to  undermine  the 
party's  launch  of  its  business 
manifesto. 

Michael  Heseltine  seized 
on  the  Essex  firemen’s  deci¬ 
sion,  announced  yesterday,  to 
strike  on  two  days  this  month 
as  an  example  of  what  would 
be  in  store  under  a  Labour 
government.  The  firemen  are 
opposed  to  cuts  in  the  local 


fire  service  budget.  Con¬ 
demning  the  decision.  Mr 
Heseltine  said  a  re-elected 
Tory  government  would  curb 
strikes  in  essential  services.. 

The  Deputy  Prime  Minister 
also  produced  a  report  that 
the  GPMU  print  union  was 
threatening  staff  at  a  firm  in 
Exeter  with  £300  fines  unless 
they  abandoned  a  local  agree¬ 
ment  He  said  that  die  union, 
led  by  Tony  Dubbins,  had 
warned  them  not  to  accept 
anything  below  the  national 
demand  and  in  the  same  doc¬ 


ument  urged  staff  tb  vote 
Labour.  “If  Labour  comes 
bade,  the  union  bully  bays 
will  come  back  with  them,"  he 
said. 

He  ridiculed  Labour’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  higglight  Tory  splits 
over  the  European  single  cur¬ 
rency.  Labour  had  “tried  a 
desperate  attempt  to  raise  the 
temperature  on  Europe  by 
giving  an  overblown  story 
about  an  election  newsletter 
to  two  newspapers”;  since 
Labour  had  been  planning  to 
talk  about  their  business  ma¬ 


nifesto.  “this  is  further  evid¬ 
ence  of  panicky  efforts  to  di¬ 
vert  attention  from  their  lack¬ 
lustre  performance”,  he  said. 

Labour  strategists  denied 
that  there  had  been  any 
change  of  strategy.  They  said 
they  would  “pounce”  on  every 
Tory  slip. 

Mr  Blair,  launching  his 
business  manifesto  in  the 
City,  was  joined  on  the  plat¬ 
form  by  a  number  of  busi¬ 
nessmen  and  claimed  that 
new  Labour  was  the  “entre¬ 
preneurs’  champion.” 


iosed  to  cuts  in  die  local  demancTand  in  the  same  doc-  talk  about  their  business  nut-  preneurs’  champion.”  Michael  Heseltine  and  the  print  union  leader  Tony  Dubbins,  who  was  the  target  of  his  campaign  attack 

New  name  more  than  window  dressing  in  reassuring  business 


PETER  RIDDELL 


WHEN  a  special  labour  confer¬ 
ence  approved  the  rewriting  of 
Clause  Four  two  years  ago.  Tony 
Blair  joked  —  to  somewhat  strained 
laughter  —  dial  he  was  not  intend¬ 
ing  to  change  the  name  of  the  party. 

Of  course,  he  has.  It  is  now  "new” 
Labour.  But,  perhaps,  he  should  go 
further  and  drop  the  Labour  alto¬ 
gether.  The  public  image  of  die 
party  now  has  no  recognisable  link 
with  the  trade  union  created  party 
of  old.  The  unions  have  been 
written  entirely  out  of  the  script 


They,  and  not  just  (he  striking 
Essex  firemen,  are  off  message. 

I  was  treated  like  a  character  in  a 
Bateman  cartoon  when  I  asked  at 
yesterday’s  launch  of  Labour's  busi¬ 
ness  manifesto  in  the  City  of 
London  whether  a  similar  event 
was  planned  with  the  unions. 
Would  Bill  Morris.  John  Edmonds 
and  Rodney  Bidcerstaffe  be  backing 
Labour  in  a  televised  party  election 
broadcast  as  Gerry  Robinson  of 
Granada.  Anita  Roddick  and  Sir 
Terence  Conran  had  done  on 


Thursday?  Mr  Blair  sought  to 
defied:  die  question  but  I  was 
assured  that  he  had  said  no.  f  was, 
however,  left  in  no  doubt  that  it  was 
a  tactless  question. 

Mr  Blair  appears  much  more 
comfortable  with  businessmen 
rather  than  union  leaders,  other 
than  a  few  forward-looking  individ¬ 
uals  such  as  John  Monks  of  the 
Trades  Union  Congress.  He  has 
more  resped  for  the  new  generation 
of  enlightened  businessmen,  caring 
capitalists  or,  perhaps,  wealth  cre¬ 


ators  with  a  conscience.  Yesterday’s 
launch  of  its  business  manifesto 
was  a  remarkable  event.  There  in 
the  great  ball  of  the  Institute  of 
Chartered  Accountants  Mr  Blair 
presented  an  unashamedly  pro-cap¬ 
italist  document  as  he  and  new 
Labour  were  endorsed  by  well- 
known  industrialists.  Of  course, 
most  senior  executives  are  still 
instinctively  Tories,  and  wifi  vote 
that  way,  but  you  no  longer  have  to 
be  a  maverick  to  be  publicly  pro- 
Blair.  It  was  revealing  that  the 


statements  of  support  yesterday  by 
leading  businessmen  all  focused  on 
Mr  Blair,  or.  in  a  few  cases,  on 
Gordon  Brown.  These  executives 
are  impressed  by  Mr  Blair. 

Afterwards.  1  joined  the  travel¬ 
ling  circus  when  Mr  Blair  and  his 
wife  Cherie  (more  relaxed  in  person 
than  on  television)  visited  a  factory 
making  payphones  in  Croydon. 
There  were  no  signs  of  any  jitters  in 
the  Blair  entourage  about  the  plant 
being  n on-unionised  with  many  of 
the  workers  earning  just  £4  at  hour. 


Labour  does  have  a  new  relation¬ 
ship  with  much  of  business,  and. not 
merely  in  the  sense  that  most 
industrialists  are  no  longer  alarmed 
by  the  prospect  of  a  Labour  govern-  • 
menL  They  are  impatient  with  the 
Tories,  particularly  because  of  the 
party’s  divisions  on  Europe. 

But  thus  puts  a  big  onus  on  Mr 
Blair  to  create  a  business-friendly 
environment  So  far,  he  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  reassuring  many  that 
Labour  is  no  longer  a  union- 
dominated  or  anti-business  party. 
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Ashdown  left  out 
in  no-man’s  land 


WITH  the  two  main  parties 
battling  to  occupy  the  same' 
centre  ground,  the  liberal 
Democrats  brought  bade  their 
Punch  and  Judy  show  for 
their  first  election  broadcast 
last  nighL  While  John  Major, 
as  the  battered  wife  Judy, 
fended  off  a  thwack  across  the 
head  from  the  wife-beater 
Tony  Blair,  the  Ub-Dems 
hoped  that  voters  would  see 
themselves  as  the  latchkey 
children  of  such  an  unhappy 
marriage,  suffering  from  the 
slanging  matches  being 
fought  above  their  heads. 

ft  is  an  effective  device  as 
far  as  it  goes.  While  the  two 
leaders  slug  it  out  Paddy 
Ashdown  thinks  he  can  steal 
voters  in  the  moderate  Left 
field  who  are  largely  apolitir 
cai,  the  very  people  who  made  - 
the  Social  Democrats  such  a- 


TV  WATCH 


NICHOLAS 

WAPSHOTT 


hearted  support  for  European 
integration  and  a  single  cur¬ 
rency.  nor  the  enthusiasm  for 
devolution  not  only  in  Scot¬ 
land  and  Wales  but  through¬ 
out  England  too. 

When  the  invisible  forces 
for  change  sweep  a  country, 
as  the  polls  suggest  they  are 
doing  this  time,  tt  is  tradition¬ 
ally  die  third  party  that  gets 
squeezed,  as  the  polls  this 
time  confirm.  One  of  the 
undoubted  successes  of  Tony 
Blair  and  new  Labour  is  that 
..they  appear  to  have  won  over 
Tory  voters  directly  to  their 
camp. 


Tunm^f.surxesslin  the  NS&&U.  In  that  case  the  Lib-Dems 


AJshdftwrt  sat-down  with  a 
group  of  public  sd-vice  work¬ 
ers  who,  it  came  as  no 
surprise  welcomed  h is  prom¬ 
ise  to  spend  more  taxpayers’ 
money  on  health  and  educa¬ 
tion.  He  pledged  a  £2  billion 
increase  in  schools  spending 
paid  for  by  a  lp  increase  in 
income  tax,  and  more  for  the 
NHS,  funded  by  a  5p  levy  on 
a  pack  of  cigarettes. 

While  concentrating  on  the 
return  of  tax  and  spend,  at 
least  for  education  and  the 
health  service,  he  did  not 
express  his  party’s  whole- 


fare  a  difficult  choice.  Should 
they  hammer  into  the  Tories, 
who  mostly  hold  the  seats 
they  are  capable  of  winning 
or  should  they  snaffle  disen¬ 
chanted  voters  by  portraying 
Labour  as  the  party  of  the 
status  quo?  To  portray  both 
parties  as  bad  as  each  other 
betrays  a  lack  of  priorities  and 
suggests  there  is  a  middle  way 
between  Major  and  Blair, 
even  though  the  Lib-Dems  are 
now  clearly  to  the  left  of  both 
of  them.  It  is  a  muddle  they 
should  unravel  in  broadcasts 
to  come  if  they  are  to  win  a 
significant  number  of  seats. 
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Celebrity  candidates  put  their  star  quality  to  the  test  in  encounters  with  a  critical  audience 

_ 1 _ PAULSLATSl  _  _  _  .  ^ 


Coe’s  finish  leaves 
heckler  speechless 


Sebastian  Coe:  defending  the  three-way  marginal 
of  Falmouth  and  Camborne  for  the  Tory  party 


LARRY  the  taproom  comedi¬ 
an  chuckled  maliciously  with 
his  fellow  rustics  at  the  bar  as 
he  watched  the  fresh-faced 
young  man  with  the  shandy. 

“Hell  need  something 
stronger  than  that  when  the 
votes  are  counted,"  observed 
the  grizzled  Boris  Karioff 
look-alike.  “He's  out  on  Ids 
ear’ole — next  stop  the  labour 
exchange.” 

Blissfully  unaware  that  he 
was  not  among  Mends,  Se¬ 
bastian  Coe.  the  Olympic  gold 
medallist  and  Tory  candidate 
for  Falmouth  and  Camborne, 
was  speaking  of  his  deep  af¬ 
fection  for  Cornwall  "They 
called  me  a  carpet-bagger 
before  I  won  this  seat  last 
time,  but  1  think  that  has  beea 
laid  to  rest.”  he  said  happily. 

Larry  was  muttering  into 
his  beer  about  outsiders. 
“First  time  I  have  seen  him  in 
a  month  of  Sundays.  The  (east 
Seb  could  do  is  buy  us  a  pint" 

Sunlight  reflected  off  Mr 
Coe’s  shiny  new  Land  Rover 
in  the  car  park  of  the  New  Ion 
at  Mabe.  a  village  on  the  edge 
of  Falmouth.  A  party  worker 
wondered  if  he  should  stand 
guard  over  the  vehicle  after 
observing  Labour  and  Lib 
Dera  posters  the  length  of  the 
street  opposite. 

It  is  anyone's  guess  who 
will  win  this  three-way  mar¬ 
ginal,  where  both  Labour  and 
the  Liberal  Democrats  claim 
to  be  the  main  challengers  to 
the  Tories.  Coe's  majority  of 
3267  in  1992  can  give  him 
little  cause  for  complacency. 


BILL  FROST 


The  constituency  has  seen  a 
marked  decline  in  fanning 
and  fishing.  Male  unemploy¬ 
ment  in  some  pockets  runs  at 
well  over  55  per  cent  Fal¬ 
mouth’s  ship-repair  yard  lost 
a  1.000 jobs  in  the  early  1980s. 
Work  has  picked  up  but  only 
short-term  and  casual  con¬ 
tracts  are  on  offer. 

Beetling  his  brow  in  a 
scowl.  Larry  reminds  his 
mates  that  he  was  one  of  those 
sacked  from  the  shipyard. 
With  yet  another  pint  on 
board,  be  is  now  ready  to 
ambush  the  Toiy  candidate. 

Finishing  his  shandy  and 
leaping  to  tus  feet  in  one  lithe 
movement,  Mr  Coe  strides 
purposely  from  the  New  Inn. 

Larry  is  not  to  be  cheated  of 
his  moment  of  celebrity.  Like 
the  Ancient  Mariner,  he  holds 
out  a  gnarled  hand  to  halt  his 
victim  in  midstride.  “You 


workin’  out  your  notice,  are 
you  —  thought  about  what 
you'll  do  after  the  election?" 
asks  Larry,  to  approving 
grunts  from  the  assembled 
company. 

He  warms  to  the  task  of 
tormenting  the  candidate 
with  a  rambling  list  of  gripes. 
“Why  didn’t  you  lot  put  the 
pensions  up  a  bit  more?  Do 
you  know  that  over65s  in 
France  and  Spain  have  free 
holidays?  Why  did  I  lose  my 
job  in  the  ship-repair  yard? 
What  are  we  doin'  in  this 
bloody  Common  Market?” 

Mr  Coe  assumes  a  perma- 
smiie  and  answers  as  best  he 
can.  On  state  benefits  and  free 
holidays  for  the  elderly  he 
struggles,  but  Europe  is  his 
strong  suit  “WeVe  got  to  be  in 
the  EU  —  jobs  rely  on  our 
membership.  But  we  must  be 
careful  not  to  accept  some  of 
the  baggage  that  goes  with  it" 

Perhaps  it  is  the  confident 
smile,  for  by  now  Larry  app¬ 
ears  deflated.  His  friends 
have  begun  nodding  in 
approval  at  Mr  Coe’s  perfor¬ 
mance  and  the  Ancient  Mari¬ 
ner  has  lost  face. 

The  Tory  candidate  treats 
the  bar  to  his  best  smile. 
Larry,  at  first  speechless,  now 
formally  admits  defeat  and 
offers  his  best  wishes  for  the 
campaign. 

“Not  such  a  bad  bloke 
really,"  he  observes  once  Coe 
has  gone.  “Pity  he’s  not  from 
round  here  though  —  that 
would  make  quite  a  difference 
to  his  chances  on  May  I." 


Glenda  Jackson:  outshone  by  screen  rival  photograph:  Robin  Mayes 

Jackson  upstaged 
by  Nora  Batty 


GREAT 

DEALS 


ON  PC  SOFTWARE 


THE  Glenda  Jackson  cam¬ 
paign  roadshow  rolled  into 
Yorkshire  looking  for  youth 
votes  yesterday.  Curiously 
some  party  official  responsi¬ 
ble  for  planning  her  national 
itinerary  had  decided  to  send 
her  to  Holmfirth,  where 
evergreen  septuagenarians 
frolic  in  the  television  series 
Last  of  the  Summer  Wine. 

Holmfirth.  tucked  in  the 
foothills  of  the  Pennines.  is 
the  sort  of  place  where  you 
have  to  lode  very  hard  for 
the  youth  vote.  The  first  stop 
was  billed  as  a  visit  to  a 
street  stall  staffed  by  young 
Labour  members.  The  two 
largely  bald  men  in  their  late 
50s  who  greeted  her  might 
be  young  by  Last  of  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Wine  standards  but  it 
was  pushing  credibility  a 
little. 

Ms  Jackson  then  set  off  up 
and  down  the  cobbled  streets 
worn  smooth  by  pilgrims  to 
Nora  Baity'S  house.  She 
resisted  the  temptation  to 
knock  on  the  door  and  ask 
the  real-life  occupant  if  Nora 
was  home.  But  she  did  stop 
by  at  Sid’s  cafe,  which  also 
features  promirtenty  -  in  the 
programme,  and  posed  for 
pictures  with  a  model  of  the 
woolly-hatted  Compo. 

One  is  tempted  to  wonder 
if  Ms  Jackson  ever  gets  fed 
up  with  landing  the  show- 
business  slots  in  Labour's 
quest  for  votes.  If  so.  the  joy 
of  visiting  somewhere  like 
Holmfirth  is  that  there  is 
never  any  danger  of  people 
getting  excited  about  her  sta¬ 
tus  as  a  double  Oscar  win¬ 
ner.  She  just  cannot  compete 
with  her  fictional  screen 
rivals. 

With  still  no  youths  in 
sight  Ms  Jackson  ap¬ 
proached  a  trio,  whose  com- 


DAMIEN  WHITWORTH 


bined  age  must  have  been  at 
least  ISO.  outside  Sid's  cafe. 
Unfortunately,  they  hadn't 
come  to  see  her.  “We’ve  come 
to  see  Nora’s  house."  chat¬ 
tered  one  lady. 

The  trio  rushed  aver  to 
pose  for  snaps  with  the 
Compo  dummy  and  were 
rather  bemused  to  find 
newspaper  photographers 
ushering  the  lady  in  red  into 
the  frame  as  well.  “I  have  to 
admit  I  have  only  ever  seen 
about  three  episodes  of .Last- 
of  the  Summer  Wine."  con- 
fessed  Ms  Jackson.  “But  .  I 
have  always  thought  it  was 
marvellous  when  I  did  see 
it,"  she  added  quickly. 

She  pottered  up  the  nar¬ 
row  streets  pushing  leaflets 
through  doors.  A  few  people 
waved  from  windows  but 
mostly  the  town  slept 

One  figure,  however,  was 
keeping  a  dose  eye  on  pro¬ 
ceedings.  “Apparently  he’s 
from  Special  Brandi."  said 
Dan  Hodges.  Ms  Jackson’s 
son  and  press  officer.  “It’s 
the  first  time  we’ve  seen  him 
and  nobody  told  us  he  was 
coming . . .  he  just  appeared." 


Ms  Jackson  has  been  busy 
performing  for  the  party  on 
the  national  stage  this  week 
desite  an  earlier  disagree¬ 
ment  with  Labour  HQ  over 
the  amount  of  time  she  had 
to  spend  away  from  her 
constituent.  She  had  reject¬ 
ed  the  national  schedule 
drawn  up  for  her  by  party 
offidals  and  insisted  that  the 
majority  of  her  time  be  spent 
defending  her  slender  ma¬ 
jority  of  1.440  in  Hampstead 
and  Highgate.  But  she  had 
led  a  session  of  bingo  in 
Birmingham  yesterday  and 
been  to  a  dinner  in  Cardiff. 

She  declared  she  was  en¬ 
joying  herself-  “It  is  always 
very  interestng  to  get  out  and 
about  and  see  people.  I  don’t 
find  it  is  true  what  you  read 
that  people  are  apathetic 
about  the  election." 

The  hunt  for  youth  was 
forced  to  leave  Holmfirth 
and  turn  to  Barley  instead. 
Here  nothing  had  been  left 
to  chance  as  the  engagement 

*  was  at  Barley  Youth  Theatre 
where  teenagers  performed 
a  short  show  called  Vote, 
which  has  been  touring  the 
area  encouraging  peers  to  do 
just  that  She  was'  dearly 
well  satisfied  to  have  finally 

•  found  some  youths.  ‘ 

“It  is  particularly  interest¬ 
ing  that  they  say  that  they 
weren’t  bothered  about  poli¬ 
tics  before  they  started  doing 
the  show  but  in  the  course  of 
working  on  it  they  had 
become  interested."  Ms 
Jackson  said. 

Only  one  person  seemed  to 
have  been  turned  off.  As  she 
moved  on  to  tire  next  phcito- 
call  it  was  noticed  that  the 
Special  Branch  man  had 
gone.  Clearly  double  Oscar 
winners  arent  worth  watch¬ 
ing  all  the  time. 
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Whe  a  in  a  hole,  keep  digging.  Margaret  Thatcher,  Tony  Blair  and  John  Major  carving  out  their  careers  at  the  controls  of  a  mechanical,  digger,  MPs’  favourite  route  to  the  salt  of  the  earth  and  blue-collar  credibility 

If  you  want  to  get  ahead  get  a  hard  hat  and  dig  for  victory 
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makings  c 
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er  you  have  the 
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eneral  election,  a 
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nest  way  to  win 
pport  is  through 
(a)  confidence 
f  electorate;  (b)  a 
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ee:  (c)  sites. 


3.  When  seeking  votes,  it  is 
important  always  to  be  hard: 
(a)  on  your  opponent  (b) 
headed:  (c}  hatted. 

4.  You  strongly  believe  that 
political  foundations  need:  (a) 
government  support:  (b)  busi¬ 
ness  sponsorship;  (4  exca¬ 
vating. 

If  you  answered  (4  to  all  of 
the  above,  there  is  a  very 
strong  chance  that  you  could 
make  it  all  the  way  to 
Downing  Street  An  ambi¬ 
tious  politician  cannot  walk 
past  a  JCB  digger  without 
climbing  into  the  cabin  and 
yanking  die  levers.  Margaret 


Thatcher  never  missed  an 
opportunity  to  slap  on  a  hard 
hat  and  vault  into  a  cabin. 
Tony  Blair  drove  around  in 
one  last  September.  On 
Thursday  John  Major  was  in 
one  at  the  JCB  factory  in 
Rocester.  Staffordshire,  while 
Michael  Portillo  steered  one 
through  Colchester.  Is  this  aU 
just  coincidence? 

“Things  like  that  are  not 
cointidental"  insists  Cary 
Cooper.  Professor  of  Organ¬ 
isational  Psychology  at  the 
University  of  Manchester’s 
Institute  of  Science  and  Tech¬ 
nology.  "You  have  to  ask 


Joe  Joseph  excavates  the 
subconscious  desire  of 
parliamentary  candidates  to 
seize  the  levers  of  power  and 
get  themselves  into  a  hole 


yourself,  why  are  they  setting 
themselves  up  in  that  particu¬ 
lar  circumstance?  Being  pho¬ 
tographed  in  a  school  or  a 
hospital,  you  can  understand. 
But  why  stand  next  to  a 
digger?  On  a  conscious  level 
what  they  think  it  means  is 


‘I’m  a  man  of  Ihe  earth,  or  a 
woman  of  die  earth.  I  don't 
just  deal  with  the  senior 
people.  I  relate  to  die  common 
man*. 

“The  subconscious  message 
is  twofold.  He's  saying,  one: 
Tm  going  to  create  some¬ 


thing’.  And  two:  ‘Hey,  I’m  in 
die  driver's  seat  I'm  in 
charge.  There  isn't  room  in 
dies  cabin  for  more  than  one 
of  ns’.” 

Anything  rise,  Prof? 

“Actually,  yes.  What  is  the 
top  news  item  at  die  moment? 
Sleaze.  And  what  do  we  say 
about  sleaze?  We  talk  about 
‘digging  die  dirt*.  Not  that 
they  are  digging  die  dirt  But 
they  are  symbolising  what  is 
going  on  on  the  political 
scene." 

Yes,  but  what's  so  fascinat¬ 
ing  about  mechanical  dig¬ 
gers?  Let’s  ask  Malcolm 


Dyke,  Britain’s  official  Num¬ 
ber  One  JCB  fanatic,  who  has 
amassed  a  vast  collection  of 
JCB  memorabilia,  models 
and  company  literature 

“I  can  completely  under¬ 
stand  politicians'  fascination 
with  JCBs,”  he  says.  “Every¬ 
one  would  want  to  drive  one. 
There  are  54  in  the  product 
range  at  the  moment  It’s 
quite  fascinating  really.  It’s  a 
very  skilful  job.  You  can’t  just 
get  into  the  cab  and  start 
fiddling  with  die  controls." 

Francis  Haflaweil  of  the 
Quentin  Bed  Organisation, 
who  advises  big  cheeses  on 


their  body  language,  has  stud¬ 
ied  the  pictures  of  MPs  on 
diggers  and  decided  that  “the 
great  thing  about  civil  engi¬ 
neering  equipment  is  that  it 
enables  politicians  to  swing 
wildly  from  left  to  right  at  the 
drop  of  a  hard  hat.  white 
being  totally  reliant  on  the 
advice  of  others  to  givfc 
directions". 

But  best  of  all  you  can 
make  a  U-turn  and  cover  your 
tracks  so  efficiently  that  no? 
body  could  possibly  detect, 
that  your  footprints  had  been 
anywhere  near  the  scene  of 
the  crime. 


fOU 


Goldsmith 
wins  court 
vici  oiy  on 
broadcasts 

By  Ch  jiles  Bremner 

THE  Refirendum  Party  was 
delighted  iy  the  High  Court’s 
decision  y  sterday  to  examine 
its  daim  hat  the  big  parties 
and  bro  dcasters  had  de¬ 
prived  it  of  a  fair  share  of 
electoral :  r  time. 

Party  iffirials  said  they 
were  pleated  with  the  ruling 
from  Mr  Justice  Sedley  that 
they  were  entitled  to  have  the 
full  cout  investigate  their 
daim  th;  t  the  Independent 
Televisior  Authority  had 
shown  “tc  i  ready  acceptance” 
of  quotas  flhat  had  been  set  by 
a  noil-statutory  commitfee  .of 
MPS  and  broadcasters. 

Sir  James Goldsmith's  par¬ 
ty,  whidilwants-  to  obtain  a 
referendu  a  on  *’  Britain's 
future  in  l  ie  Europe  Union,  is 
incensed  hat  it  had  received 
merely  a  single  five-minute 
slot  on  die  five  main  television 
channels  while  the  Labour 
and  Const  -vative  parties  have 
been  given  five  ten-minute 
slots  on  ach.  The  liberal 
Democrat  have  received  four 
ten-minut  slots. 

The  victory,  however,  was 
modest  because  the  .  judge 
rejected  the  Referendum  Par¬ 
ty's  daiml.  that  the  BBC  had 
discriminlted  against  it,  and 
he  dictated  narrow  legal 
grounds  fpr  the  new  hearing. 


and  Con 
been  gi« 
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Sinn  Fein 
hopes  hit 
byDUP 
withdrawal 

By  Nichous  Watt 

SINN  FEIN’S  hopes  of  win¬ 
ning  four  seats  in  the  election 
suffered  a  severe  setback  yes¬ 
terday  when  the  Rev  Ian 
Paisley,  leader  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Unionist  Party,  with¬ 
drew  his  party's  candidates 
from  two  marginal  seats. 

To  avoid  splitting  the  union¬ 
ist  vote,  he  said  the  DUP 
would  give  the  Ulster  Union¬ 
ists  a  free  run  against  Sinn 
Fein  and  the  SDLP  in  North 
Belfast  and  West  Tyrone. 

The  move  means  that  Cecil 
Walker,  Ulster  Unionist  MP 
for  Belfast  North  since  1983.  is 
virtually  cotain  to  win.  Willie 
Thompson  of  the  UUP,  stands 
astrong  chance  of  winning  the 
new*  seat  of  West  Tyrone  as 
the  combined  34  per  cent 
Unionist  vote  is  higher  than 
the  28  per  cent  won  by  die 
SDLP  and  Sinn  Fein  at  last 
May's  forum  election. 

David  Amess 

David  Amess,  Conservative 
candidate  for  Southend  West, 
asks  us  to  make  dear  that  in 
saying  (report,  April  10)  that 
Southend  was  “a  civilised  area 
with  traditions",  he  was  not 
implying  that  his  old  seat. 
Basildon,  was  not 
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Alexandra  Frean  on  efforts  to  win  over  the  voters  who  could  swing  several  results 

Parties  break  new 
ground  with  TV 
appeal  to  Asians 


TELEVISION  history  will  be 
made  next  week  when  the 
main  parties  screen  the  first 
election  broadcasts  aimed  spe¬ 
cifically  at  voters  of  Asian 
origin. 

The  broadcasts,  which  will 
be  transmitted  on  the  influen¬ 
tial  Asian  satellite  and  cable 
television  station  Zee  TV.  are 
aimed  at  voters  in  the  36  con¬ 
stituencies  where  pollsters 
predict  that  the  Asian  vote 
could  significantly  affect  the 
result.  Leaders  of  the  three 
main  parties  and  of  the  Scot¬ 
tish  National  Party  and  the 
Referendum  Party  have  also 
agreed  to  be  interviewed  indi¬ 
vidually  by  the  channel. 

Although  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity  has  traditionally  been 
solidly  pro-Labour  by  a  ratio 
of  seven  to  three,  a  recent  poll 
by  MORI  suggests  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  a  greater  number  of 
floating  voters.  Anita  An  and. 
head  of  news  at  Zee  TV.  said: 
“The  fact  that  die  parties  are 
doing  these  party  election 
broadcasts  and  interviews 


shows  that  they  have  realised 
that  it  is  simply  no  longer 
enough  for  politicians  to  go 
into  a  temple  or  a  mosque  and 
get  garlanded.  That  is  an 
empty  gesture  —  as  bad  as 
kissing  babies." 

All  three  main  parties  have 
used  endorsements  from  suc¬ 
cessful  Asian  businessmen  in 
their  election  broadcasts. 

By  Far  the  slickest  produc¬ 
tion  is  from  the  Labour  Party. 
It  indudes  a  contribution  from 
Lord  Paul,  the  Labour  life  peer 
who  has  built  up  the  Caparo 
steel  business  in  31  years  from 
a  tiny  operation  funded  by  a 
£5.000  loan  to  an  empire 
worth  an  estimated  £500  mil¬ 
lion.  He  says:  “Hie  new  Lab¬ 
our  Party  is  a  new  political 
party  which  is  catering  to  all 
sections  of  society.  That's  what 
we  need  in  this  society." 

Ali  Amin,  the  restaurateur 
whose  eating  establishments 
indude  the  fashionable  Red 
Fort  in  central  London,  also 
appears  in  die  Labour  broad¬ 
cast  Although  it  is  In  English, 


CONSTITUENCY 

BaHey  and  Spen  (Con} 

Berth  red  Green  &  Bow  (Lab) 

Birmingham  Lacfywood  (Lab} 

Birmingham  Solly  Oak  (Lab) 

Birmingham  Spaxkbook  &  Smailheath  (Lab) 
Birmingham  Yardtoy  (Lab) 

Blackburn  (Lab) 

Bradford  North  (Lab) 

Bradford  West  (Lab) 

Brant  North  (Con) 

Brent  South  (Lab) 

Brentford  &  teleworth  (Con) 

Croydon  North  (Con) 

Derby  South  (Lab) 

Dudley  North  (Lab) 

Ealing  Southall  (Lab) 

East  Ham  (Lab) 

Edmonton  (Con) 

Fettham  &  Heston  (Lab) 

Glasgow  Govan  (Lab) 

Halifax  (Lab) 

Harrow  East  (Con) 

Hayes  &  Haifington  (Con) 

Ilford  South  (Con) 

Leicester  East  (Lab) 

Leicester  Sooth  (Lab) 

Luton  South  (Con) 

Mitcham  &  Worden  (Con) 

Oldham  East  &  Saddleworth  (Con) 

Pendle  (Lab) 

Rochdale  (Lib  Dem) 

Slough  (Lab) 

Walsafl  South  (Lab) 

Wartey  (Lab) 

West  Ham  (Lab) 

Wolverhampton  Southwest  (Con) 


Swing/party  %  Asian 

%  voters 

Lab.  0.8  7.6 

L  Dem  13.9  26.4 

C0O2S5  31.7 

Con  1.2  5.6 

I  Con  18.7  31.7 

Con  0.2  3.1 

Con  5.5  14.6 

Con  7.8  14.7 

Con  9.7  26.7 

Lab  13.6  23.7 

Con  13.3  20.9 

Lab  1.4  9.7 

Lab  0.1  13.3 

Con  3.7  12.6 

Con  0.95  42. 

Con  4.5  36.1 

Con  11  30.9 

Lab  0.6  4.45 

Con  1.3  21.6 

SNP7.7  10.98 

Con  0.4  5 

Lab  9.6  19.1 

Lab  0.1  13.6 

Lab  2.4  23 

Con  11.3  31.5 

Con  8.8  23 5 

Lab  0.5  135 

Lab  1.7  5.3 

Lib  Dem  05  32 

Con  2.0  7.1 

Lab  0.1  10.7 

Con  0.0  18.7 

Con  32  145 

Con  9.4  15.9 

.  Con  14  20.20 

Lab  4.7  13.4 


inform&ian  supplied  by  Zee  TV 


it  ends  with  Labour  Party 
slogans  read  out  in  Hindi. 
Urdu,  Gujarati.  Punjabi  and 
Bengali  Ms  Anand  said  that 
she  had  advised  the  parties  to 
make  their  broadcasts  in  Hin¬ 
dustani.  the  most  widely  un¬ 
derstood  language  of  the 
Asian  community,  but  none 
had  done  so. 

The  Conservative  broadcast 
features  an  address  to  voters 
from  Lord  Bagri,  who  rose 
from  being  a  derk  in  a 
Calcutta  metals  business  to 
become  the  first  non-white 
chairman  of  the  London  Metal 
Exchange.  His  family  fortune 
is  worth  some  £80  million. 
Seated  in  front  of  a  portrait  of 
John  Major.  Lord  Bagri  deliv¬ 
ers  liis  speech  in  a  very  “high" 
version  of  Hindi.  The  broad¬ 
cast  is  interspersed  with  ex¬ 
tracts  from  Mr  Majors 
address  to  the  Commonwealth 
Institute  in  January. 

The  Liberal  Democrats' 
election  broadcast  features  an 
endorsement  from  Ramesh 
Dewan,  a  publishing  and 
property  tycoon,  friend  of  Pad¬ 
dy  Ashdown  and  chairman  of 
the  Liberal  Democrats*  Ethnic 
Minorities  Group. 

The  Scottish  National  Party 
broadcast,  shot  in  the  style  of  a 
pop  video  with  fast  edits  and  a 
shaky  hand-held  camera,  is 
largely  in  Urdu  and  appears 
to  be  aimed  at  people  from 
Pakistan  and  Kashmir  living 
in  the  Glasgow  Shettieston 
constituency,  where  die  party 
is  fielding  its  only  candidate  of 
Asian  origin. 

Ms  Anand  said  that  the 
Asian  community  could  have 
a  disproportionate  influence 
on  voting  results  because  of 
where  it  lived.  “Our  dout  does 
not  come  from  our  numbers, 
but  from  our  concentration  in 
specific  areas." 

Asian  voters  represent  36.1 
per  cent  of  the  electorate  in 
Ealing  Southall  (west  Lon¬ 
don),  31 J  per  cent  in  Birming¬ 
ham  Ladywood  and  in  Birm¬ 
ingham  Sparkbrook  and 
Small  Heath.  30.9  per  cent  in 
East  Ham  (east  London).  26.7 
per  cent  in  Bradford  West, 
26.4  per  cent  in  Bethnal  Green 
and  Bow  (east  London)  and 
23.8  per  cent  in  Leicester 


Above,  die  team  who  made  the  SNP  election  broadcast  below.  Dr  Sheila  Cheeroth,  a  GP,  in  the  Labour 
broadcast.  Lord  Bagri  for  the  Conservatives,  and  Anjan  Gupta,  a  businessman,  in  the  Lib  Dem  broadcast 


South.  In  Walsall  South,  in  the 
West  Midlands,  a  constituen¬ 
cy  where  the  Conservatives 
would  need  a  32  per  cent 
swing  to  take  the  seat  from 
Labour,  voters  of  Asian  origin 
make  up  143  per  cent  of  the 
electorate.  In  Edmonton, 
north  London,  where  Labour 
would  need  a  0.6  per  cent 
swing  to  take  the  seat  from  the 
Tories.  4.45  per  cent  of  the 
voters  are  of  Asian  origin. 

Labour  has  traditionally 
fielded  more  Asian  candidates 
than  the  Tories,  but  this  time 
both  main  parties  have  ten 
candidates,  In  all,  46  Asian 
candidates  are  standing.  .13  for 
the  Liberal  Democrats.  . 

One  in  three  Asian  homes  in 
the  United  Kingdom  receives 
Zee  TV.  Of  those,  70  per  cent 
do  not  watch  other  channels. 


Labour  risks  losing  its  grip  on 
an  upwardly  mobile  minority 


RESEARCH  suggests  that 
British  Asians,  who  contrib¬ 
ute  £5  billion  to  the  economy 
each  year,  are  shifting  their 
allegiance  from  Labour  as 
their  prosperity  grows  (Adri¬ 
an  Lee  writes). 

Nevertheless,  seven  out  of 
ten  voters  of  Asian  origin  still 
said  in  a  MORI  poll  that  they 
would  vote  Labour. 

There  has  been  a  signifi¬ 
cant  increase  in  the  number 
of  parliamentary  candidates 
of  Asian  origin.  More  than 
40  are  expected  to  stand  and. 
so  far,  the  Liberal  Democrats 


have  the  largest  number.  In 
some  innereity  constituen¬ 
cies.  Asians  comprise  30  per 
cent  of  the  electorate  and 
their  turnout  is  usually  as 
high  as  80  per  cent 

But  analysts  have  also  no¬ 
ticed  dissatisfaction  among 
young,  third-generation  Brit¬ 
ons  from  Asian  families  who 
fed  disenfranchised.  Like 
many  young  blade  people, 
they  reject  the  British  polit¬ 
ical  system  as  racist  and  will 
not  vote 

Dr  Peter  Patel  of 
Birmingham,  has  Set  up  the 


Fourth  Party,  which  plans  to 
field  up  to  four  candidates  in 
the  Midlands,  campaigning 
for  better  representation  for 
Asians  in  Parliament. 

There  are  56  constituencies 
where  the  number  of  voters 
from  the  Asian  community  is 
higher  than  the  majority  se¬ 
cured  by  the  winning  party  at 
the  last  general  election.  The 
so-called  West  Midlands  cor¬ 
ridor  has  the  largest  concen¬ 
tration  of  Asian  voters  -and1. 
marginal  constitnendesjand  • 

wfll  be  a  key  region.  as^vflL. 
Yorkshire. 


Rivals 

unite 

against 

racists 

By  Shirley  English 

POLITICAL  rivals  in  the 
Glagow  seal  of  Govan  pot 
party  differences  a^ide  yester¬ 
day  in  an  attempt  tp  drive  the 
British  National  Party  out  of 
the  constituency. 

Labour,  the  Scottish  Nat¬ 
ional  Party,  the  Scottish  So¬ 
cialist  Alliance  and  trade 
union  leaders  unilfd  to  con¬ 
demn  BNP  plans  to  field  Tim 
White,  originally  from  Ayr¬ 
shire,  at  the  election. 

Labour  and  the.  SNP  are 
locked  in  a  fierce  battle  for  the 
seaL  In  1992  the  SNP  won  37 
per  cent  of  the  vote,  against 
Labour's  49  per  ceni  This  time 
the  SNP  hopes  to  capitalise  on 
local  Labour  splits" 

Yesterday,  however,  the  ri¬ 
vals  rose  above  party  politics. 
They  agreed  that  it  was  no 
accident  that  the  BNP  was 
targeting  Govan, .  which,  if 
Labour  wins,  will  return  Brit¬ 
ain's  first  millionaire  Muslim 
MP,  Mohammed!  Sarwar. 
About  10  per  cent  of  the  voters 
are  Asian,  mainly  Muslims, 
with  a  large  number  of  Sikhs. 
The  BNP  advocates  forced 
repatriation  of  '‘immigrants". 

The  three  parties  pledged 
not  to  share  any  platform  with 
the  BNP  candidate,  and  said 
the  organisation  should  not  be 
treated  as  a  legitimate  party. 
They  also  said  they  would 
support  any  actiop  hy  postal 
workers  who  refused  to  han¬ 
dle  BNP  leaflets  in  the  area, 
and  called  on  the  njpiia  not  to 
give  the  party  a  platform. 

Nicola  Sturgeon1,  for  the 
SNP.  and  Alan  McCoombes, 
for  the  SSA,  both  said  they  did 
not  want  votes  from  anyone 
who  objected  to  Labour's  can¬ 
didate  on  racial  grounds. 

Major  defied  on 
immigration 

A  Tory  candidate  defied  the. 
party  leadership  yesterday  by 
including  in  his  manifesto  his 
opposition  to  any  relaxation  in 
immigration  laws 

Voters  in  Wolverhampton 
South  West  will  receive  leaf¬ 
lets  from  Nicholas  Budgen  in 
which  he  states  that  immigra¬ 
tion  lias'  changed  whole  com¬ 
munities  and  ' crested  “sub¬ 
stantial  social  .  problems". 
John  Major  has  sad  he  does 
not  want  race  (to  become  an 
election  issue.  '  * 
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Blair’s  trust  lies 

in  quality 
of  his  own  choice 


may  be  about 


TONYBI 

to  secure  sweeping  victory  at 
the  polls,  bui  while  he  trusts. 


just,  to  dem 
the  right  i 
country  he 
the  Labour 
in  order 
candidates 
adequately 


to  deliver 
suit  across  the 
loes  not  within 


secure  quality 
Ho  can  cope 
.  ith  ministerial 
responsibilities,  the  Labour 
leadership  has  had  to  bypass 
the  usual  selection  process 
by  creating  hew  pocket  bor¬ 
oughs.  Old, jin  every  sense. 
Labour  Mrs  are  having 
their  mouths  stuffed  with 
ermine  in  order  to  make  way 
for  figures  thandpicked  for 
high  office.  I 

The  process  of  evicting 
oldrimers  and  installing  new 
boys  and  Jgirls  has  “been 
mastermincfed  by  Sally  Mor¬ 
gan.  an  aid^  in  Tony  Blair's 
office  with  responsibility  for 
party  relanc  ns.  Ms  Morgan, 
a  former  labour  Students 
organiser  ai  d  Dne  time  head 
of  campaij  ns  at  Labour 
headquartei  s.  has  herself 
been  linked  With  the  Tooting 
seat  held  by  Tom  Cox,  67. 

Already  t  te  Tory  defector 
Alan  Howirtii.  and  Yvette 
Cooper,  a  fanner  Indepen¬ 
dent  leade  ■  writer,  have 
been  secure  I  the  seats  neces¬ 
sary  to  smot  th  their  way  into 
ministries.  One  other  pos¬ 
sible  benefi  iary  is  the  radi- 
cal  barisfer  and 
broadcaster  Helena  Kenne¬ 
dy.  Ms  Kerjnedy,  according 
to  Millbank  fixers,  has  been 
mentioned  in  connection 
with  Dudlty  North  where 
John  Gilbei  t  is  retiring.  The 
Labour  leadership,  appar¬ 
ently  anxioi  s  at  the  dearth  of 
legal  talent  in  their  parlia¬ 
mentary  i  inks,  need  to 
make  a  siccessful  profes¬ 
sional  lawy  :r  Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral. 

The  Lai  aur  leadership, 
however,  li  e  OJ.  Simpson, 
needs  mor  than  just  one 
good  lawy»r.  The  Blairites 
want  a  wht  le  "dream  team" 
of  outside  t  lent  parachuted 
in  to  take  or  jobs  which  MP5 
of  the  old  intake  are  insuffi¬ 
ciently  ableJor  ideological,  to 
cope  with. 

One  Labe  ir  strategist  said  ■ 
before  reoeit  resignations: 
“There  coul  I  be  a  real  prob¬ 
lem  in  govimment  finding 
enough  goo  I  people  to  do  the 
jobs.  Look  s  l  the  front  bench 
outside  the  1  hadow  Cabinet, 
how  many  af  them  are  ef¬ 
fective?  ill  re  are  so  few 
signed  up  n  the  project  that 
we  are  derating  whether 
they  should  be  concentrated 
in  new  Labt  lit  priority  areas 
like  Health  Social  Security 
and  Educ  tion  or  areas 
where  they  will  have  to  be 
good  to  hoi  1  their  own  with 
outsiders,  l  ke  the  DTI  and 
Foreign  Ofl  oe." 

There  is  another  reason 
for  putting  old  workhorses 
out  to  past  ire  in  the  Lords, 
As  one  L  bour  candidate 
said:  “Wh:  t  we  want  are 
dependable  lobby  fodder." 
Although  rabour  will  re¬ 
quire  talen  ed  frontbenchers 


Michael  Gove  on 
how  Labour  is 
conducting  its  search 
for  enough  “suitable" 
people  to  form  a 
credible  government 
front  bench 


in  the  Lords,  what  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  former  MPs  will  pro- 
ride  are  whippable  souls 
with  no  commitments  on  the 
South  Bank  Show. 

Labour  may  yet  need 
many  more  biddable  back¬ 
benchers  in  the  Lfpper 
House.  There  is  a  conven¬ 
tion.  established  in  the  For¬ 
ties.  ihat  the  Lords  does  nor 
frustrate  a  Government’s 
manifesto  commitments. 
Yesterday,  however,  Mich¬ 
ael  Forsyth,  the  Scottish 
Secretary,  raised  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  the  Tory  majority  in 
the  House  of  Lords  sabotag¬ 
ing  Labour's  constitutional 
legislation.  'He  was  hoping 
to  head  off  Labour's  plans  to 
restrict  the  time  devoted  to 
debating  devolution  on  the 
Door  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons.  Labour  may  have  to 
create,  ot  at  the  very  least 
threaten,  a  new  red  army  on 
the  red  benches  if  it  is  to  get 
its  Bills  through. 

Since  the  election  was 


t  above,  selected. 

and  Kennedy,  a  possible 
Attorney-General 


called,  seven  Labour  veter¬ 
ans  have  announced  that 
they  are  standing  down  and 
one  party  insider  hinted 
others  would  pick  up  their 
carriage  clocks  this  week¬ 
end.  One  of  those  tipped  to 
retire  is  Tom  Fendry.  who 
has  represented  Stalybridge 
and  Hyde  since  1Q70  and  is  a 
friend  of  Mr  Blair.  Another 
is  the  73-year-old  member 
for  Ashton-under-Lyne.  Rob¬ 
ert  Sheldon. 

Some  of  those  MPs  who 
have  retired,  such  as  the 
former  Cumbernauld  mem¬ 
ber  Norman  Hogg,  have  al¬ 
ready  been  replaced.  The 
shortlist  from  which  Mr 
Hogg's  successor  was  cho¬ 
sen  was  drawn  up,  because 
of  the  proximity  of  the  elec¬ 
tion.  by  the  party's  National 
Executive  Committee  rather 
than  the  constituency  party. 

Shortlists  allow  the  activ¬ 
ists  a  choice  and  new 
Labour  strategists  never  like 
leaving  anything  to  chance. 
That  is  why  there  has  been  a 
spate  of  eleventh-hour  resig¬ 
nations.  Former  MPs  who 
announce  their  retirement 
after  the  posters  have  been 
printed  may  annoy  local 
activists,  but  they  turn  their 
sears  into  Mr  Blair's  proper¬ 
ty.  With  a  few  short  days  to 
go  before  nominations  close 
on  the  16th,  the  party  leader¬ 
ship  has  the  power  to  impose 
the  candidate. 

An  impeccably  Blairite 
union  figure  like  Alan  John¬ 
son.  of  the  UCW,  may  be 
able  to  secure  selection,  but 
he  is  the  exception  that 
proves  the  rule.  The  failure 
of  Jack  Dromey.  Harriet 
Hannan's  husband  and  a 
Transport  Union  official,  to 
be  shortlisted  in  Pontefract  is 
a  surer  indication  of  Mr 
Blair’s  plans  for  the  unions: 
the  carthorses  will  be  taken 
to  the  knacker's  yard. 

One  Blairite  candidate  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  proof  of  Labour's 
intention  to  move  away  from 
the  unions  is  not  yesterday's 
business  manifesto  but  a 
document  called  Party  into 
Power.  He  said:  "It  was 
written  by  Sally  Morgan  for 
the  NEC.  It  is  intended  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the 
removal  of  union  seats  on 
the  NEC  and  the  ending  of 
union  sponsorship.” 

Labour,  it  is  claimed, 
could  survive  financially 
with  state  fending  and  sup¬ 
port  from  businesses  which 
prefer  Labour's  more  pro- 
European  position.  Whether 
it  can  survive  politically  cut 
off  from  its  roots  is  a  differ¬ 
ent  matter. 


Does  Europe  matter? 


Look  at  ton  orrow’s  world,  and  what  do  you  see? 
Is  it  an  ecor  omically  and  strategically  dominant 
America?  Vn  ascendant  Asia?  Ferhaps  a 
resurgent  R  ssia? 

And  4  your  vision,  where  does  Europe 

fan  the  wane,  culturally, 
strategically? 

Morris  Institute  for  Fublic 
an  independent  think-tank 
,  ^  concerned  about  ^rese 

™  bunched  3  "f lne 

m  1995  called  ehe  Philip  M«m 

Institute  Europe  Prize. 

In  to  first  year,  2.136  people  Item 
67  different!  countries  tcvk  up  our 
invitation  fowrite  era  foe  theme 


TllE  PHlUIi'  -MORRIS  INSTITUTE 
El'KOPE  F*RTZE 


“What  Europe  for  foe  New  Millennium?" In 
November  1996,  the  first  Philip  Morris  Institute 
Europe  Prize  was  presented  by  Peter  Sutherland. 

This  year,  we  are  asking  entrants  rn  write 
on  the  theme  ‘'Poes  Europe  Mutter?"  A  jury  of 
senior  journalists  will  make  three  awards:  the 
Philip  Morris  Institute  Europe  Prize,  worth 
Ecu  ?  5,000,  and  two  runners-up  awards  of 
Ecu  6,000  and  Ecu  4.000.  An  Ecu  5.000  award 
may  also  be  made  for  the  best  submission  from  a 
young  writer  (age  18  to  28). 

The  closing  dare  for  submissions  is  May  16, 
1997.  Only  original,  unpublished  material  is 
eligible-  For  entry  details,  please  contact 
the  Fhilip  Morris  Institute  at  the 
address  below. 
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Livingstone  lets 
fly  from  behind 
his  iron  curtain 

Michael  Evans  in  the  front  line  of  a  cold 
war  waged  by  new  Labour’s  latest  recruit 


Ken  Livingstone  enjoying  the  campaign  yesterday  in  Brent  East,  when 
he  invited  members  of  tne  public  to  barrack  the  man  from  The  Times 


the  campaign  yesterday  in  Brent  East,  where 


KEN  LIVINGSTONE  was  in  mis¬ 
chievous  mood  yesterday,  extolling 
the  virtues  of  new  Labour  by 
megaphone  and  telling  the  elec- 
fora  re  in  his  Brent  East  campaign 
constituency  that  Tony  Blair  would 
make  "ihe  finest  Labour  prime 
minister  since  Clement  Attlee”. 

Mr  Livingstone,  regarded  as 
unreconstructed  old  Labour,  is 
keeping  quiet  about  his  real  feel¬ 
ings  on  how  the  Labour  Party  has 
changed  under  its  new  leader. 
Yesterday,  to  prove  his  pedigree  as 
a  loyal  campaigner,  he  was  busy 
distributing  leaflets  that  promised 
“new  Labour,  new  Britain". 

In  anticipation,  however,  that 
members  of  the  press  might  try  to 
use  his  campaign  words  to  impede 
the  Blair  revivalist  bandwagon,  he 
has  imposed  an  “iron  curtain”  (his 
words)  around  the  constituency  to 
ny  to  freeze  out  reporters  seeking 
interviews.  On  the  telephone  in  his 
campaign  office,  the  dilapidated 
London  Apollo  Club  in  Willesden. 
northwest  London,  he  insisted  that 
he  would  say  nothing  until  May  2. 

However.  when  The  Times 
caught  up  with  him  yesterday  as 
he  canvassed  in  Carlton  ward  —  a 
run-down,  crime  ridden  area 
largely  populated  by  council  ten¬ 
ants  —  die  loquacious  Mr  Living¬ 
stone  could  not  help  reverting  to 
bis  more  traditional  knockabout 
comedy  act. 

He  used  megaphone  diplomacy 
to  invite  the  locals  to  come  and 
have  a  go  at  the  representative 
from  The  Times .  "Now  is  your 
chance  to  come  down  and  beat  up 
a  stooge  from  the  capitalist  Mur¬ 
doch  press,”  he  declared,  inform¬ 
ing  a  largely  absent  audience  that 
all  Times  reporters  were  paid 
£60,000  a  year.  No  one  took  him 
up  on  the  offer,  which  he  described 
as  a  legitimate  blood  sport. 

Despite  his  polite  refusal  to  talk 
to  the  press  during  the  election 


campaign,  he  was  soon  affably 
chatting  about  doorstep  responses 
he  had  been  getting,  including  one 
from  a  Tory  voter.  “He  said  he 
couldn’t  vote  for  someone  like  me 
but  he  just  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the 
Tory  Government." 

Back  on  the  megaphone.  Mr 
Livingstone  told  anyone  who  cared 
to  listen  that  it  was  time  for  the 
Tories  to  go:  they  had  been  caught 
with  their  hands  in  the  till.  A  lone 
voice  from  an  office  block  shouted: 
"Shut  up.” 

An  elderly  woman  who  had 
recently  been  mugged  told  Mr 
Livingstone  that  she  would  not 
vote  for  him  or  any  of  the 
candidates  because  no  one  had 
cared  when  she  had  been  assault¬ 
ed.  Mr  Livingstone,  who  is  nurtur¬ 
ing  a  majority  of  just  under  b.000. 
took  the  opportunity  to  tell  her 
what  Mr  Blair  would  do. 

Mr  Livingstone  suggested  that 
The  Times  interview  two  of  his 
rivals.  He  said:  "Go  and  see  Stan 
Keabie  (from  Arthur  Scargilt's 
party | .  He  wants  world  revolution 
today.  Or  the  Tory  candidate,  he’s 
an  arms  dealer."  The  laner.  Mark 
Francois,  a  Basildon  man,  said 
that  he  was  a  defence  adviser,  not 
an  arms  exporter. 

in  une  of  his  campaign  leaflets. 
Mr  Francois,  31,  lists  five  issues  on 
which  he  and  Mr  Livingstone  are 
at  opposite  ends  of  the  political 
spectrum.  Mr  Francois  wants  a 
constitutional  monarchy  and 
the  survival  of  the  pound.  Mr 
Livingstone,  he  says,  wants  a 
republic  and  a  European  single 
currency. 

He  said:  “Mr  Livingstone  and  1 
are  like  chalk  and  cheese  but  we've 
had  good  public  debates  together 
on  the  main  issues.  The  trouble  is, 
he  is  handing  out  leaflets  promot¬ 
ing  new  Labour  but  in  the  debates 
he  goes  on  about  all  the  old  Labour 
stuff" 


C&G  Cash .Gift  Mortgage 


“The  best  value  mortgages 
over  the  last  five  years  from  any 
major  high  street  lender” 
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Our  award  winning  performance  makes  a  C&G  Cash 
Gifr  Morrgage  a  real  winner. 

If  you’re  moving  house 
and  have  a  personal  deposit 
of  25%  or  more  you’ll  receive  a  valuable  lump  sum 
equal  to  3%  of  the  amount  you  borrow,  up  to  a 
maximum  of  £7,500. 

If  your  deposit  is  between  5%  and  25%  or  you  are 
switching  your  existing  mortgage  to  C&G,  your  cash 
gift  will  be  2%  of  your  loan  up  to  a  maximum  of  £4,000. 

With  C&G  you  don’t  pay  a  valuation  fee  or 
mortgage  indemnity  premium  and  we  don’t  insist  you 
buy  our  insurances  or  take  out  a  mongage- related 
investment  plan. 

Visit  your  nearest  C&G  or  Lloyds  Bank  branch  or 
call  us  today  and  judge  our  award  winning  mortgages 
for  yourself. 

“C&G  wins  top  marks  for  all 
aspects  of  its  mortgage  service” 

FINANCIAL  ADVISER  -  SERVICE  AWARDS  199b 
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Yogic  flyers  reach  new  height 


THREE  intensely  serious 
men  in  suits  yesterday  laid 
out  an  electoral  platform 
cadlng  for  the  establishment 
of  an  army  of  7,000  "Yogic 
Flyers”  who.  by  bouncing  up 
and  down  on  their  bottoms 
and  practising  transcenden¬ 
tal  meditation  for  20  minutes 
twice  daily,  would  "create  a 
iappy.  prosperous,  problem- 
free  nation". 

The  launch  of  the  Natural 
Law  Party  manifesto  marks  a 
critical  moment  in  the  cam¬ 
paign,  setting  a  standard 
against  which  all  other  elec¬ 
toral  gobbledygook  can  be 
measured.  The  party’s  mani¬ 
festo  is  the  most  ambitious  on 
offer,  being  nothing  less  than 
a  “blueprint  to  create  heaven 
on  earth”. 

The  party  is  fielding  300 
candidates,  an  advertising 
blitz  similar  to  its  £2  million 
campaign  at  the  last  election 
is  about  to  get  underway,  and 
George  Harrison,  former 
Beatle  and  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  backer  of  the  party, 
remains  firm  in  his  support 
we  were  assured. 

The  120-page  manifesto, 
presented  by  Party  leader 
Geoffrey  Clements  in  the 
Royal  Institution  of  Char¬ 
tered  Surveyors  in  London 
yesterday,  is  a  complex. 


Only  one  parly  is 
offering  the  voters 
“bubbling  bliss”.  Ben 
MacIntyre  meditates 
on  its  manifesto,  and 
concludes  that  it  is  the 
same  old  pie  in  the  sky 


heavily  adjectival  document 
with  lots  of  diagrams,  but 
broadly  it  goes  tike  thfe 
"Natural  Law  is  the  intelli¬ 
gence  and  infinite  organising 
power  that  silently  maintains 
and  guides  the  evolution  of 
everything  in  the  universe." 
In  other  wonts,  a  sort  of 
cosmic  Peter  Mandelsoct. 

The  key  to  unlocking  this 
law,  and  thus  eliminating  the 
“stress,  frustration,  sickness, 
crime,  violence  and  all  other 
forms  of  negativity  that  beset 
society",  is  transcendental 
meditation  and  yogic  flying. 

Dr  Cements  flatly  refused 
to  fly  for  the  cameras,  while 
promising  a  demonstration 
at  a  later  date.  But  judging 
from  the  illustrations,  you 
cross  your  legs  in  the  yoga 
position  and  then  bounce, 
attaining  an  altitude  of  up  to 
three  feet,  which  must  be 
murder  on  the  coccyx  but 


apparently  produces  a  sensa¬ 
tion  of  "bubbling  bliss". 

A  team  of 7,000  yogic  flyers 
taking  off  twice  a  day  would, 
it  is  promised,  provide 
enough  bubbly  for  all  die  rest 
of  us.  This  would  somehow 
spread  Natural  Law  through 
the  national  consciousness, 
ending  world  conflict  and 
making  it  easier  for  everyone 
to  get  up  in  the  morning.  All 
those  in  power  should  take  it 
irp  and  make  “brain-func¬ 
tioning  more  efficient".  Dr 
Clements,  who  has  a  PhD  in 
physics,  said. 

“Even  the  Queen?"  we 
asked  Dr  Clements  was  firm: 
"Anyone  who  takes  a  position 
of  responsibility." 

The  wackiest  aspect  of  the 
Natural  Law  Party  is  their 
studied  un wackiness.  They 
are  trying  so  hard  to  be 
natural  it  is  frightening.  'Hie 
three  senior  party  officials 


have  the  air  of  introverted 
and  faintly  undernourished 
chartered  accountants. 

Deferentially,  sombrely. 
Dr  Clements  laid  out  the 
figures.  The  number  of  yogic 
flyers  required  for  a  given 
number  of  people  is  the 
square  root  of  one  per  cent  of 
that  number.  Four  thousand 
scientific  studies  prove  this, 
he  said  Thus  Britain  could 
get  by  with  a  mere  800 
aficionados,  but  since  this  is 
an  international  effort,  the 
party  has  arrived  at  the  figure 
7,000,  that  being  the  square 
root  of  one  per  cent  of  the 
entire  world  population. 

Why,  the  press  asked  if  the 
Maharishi  Effect  happens 
anyway,  doesn’t  the  party  use 
the  funds  it  will  waste  oh  this 
election  to  rent  a  big  field, 
bring  together  all  the  yogic 
high-flyers  and  just  get  on 
with  it?  Dr  Clements  said  this 
objection  was  “superficial". 

I  reeled  out  of  the  Royal 
Institution  of  Chartered  Sur¬ 
veyors  feeling  as  1  always  do 
after  a  session  with  the  acc¬ 
ountant  confused  obscurely 
guilty  and  glad  to  be  leaving 
all  that  to  someone  else. 

After  seeing  genuine  con¬ 
viction  dose  up.  false  or 
merely  convenient  profes¬ 
sions  of  belief  that  are  the 


The  bottom  line  Dr  Geoffrey  Clements  and  his  party’s  manifesto— a  “blueprint  to  create  heaven  omearth’ 


true  currency  of  by  real 
politicians  seemed  a  blessed 
relief.  Give  me  a  lying  spin- 
doctor.  an  evaded  question, 
some  fake  earnestness,  a 
healthy  cynic 


But  it  was  good  to  see  the 
Natural  Lawyers  again,  a 
sign  that  the  waves  are  wash¬ 
ing  as  normal  on  the  wilder 
shores  of  our  democracy,  that 
the  constellation  remains  un¬ 


changed  in  the  outer  galaxies 
beyond  our  ken. 

Like  Hale-Bopp,  the  Natu¬ 
ral  Law  Party  will  streak 
across  the  election  firmament 
at  precisely  the  expected  time 


and  place  and  then  disappear 
from  sight  for  another  elec¬ 
tion  cydc  leaving  behind  a 
long  tail  of  lost  deposits  that 
will  be  visible  from  other 
planets. 


Subaru  voted 
No.  1  for  customer 

satisfaction. 


In  the  definitive  1997  Customer  Satisfaction  Study*by  the  world’s  most  respected  automobile  research  body, 

Subaru  was  elected  top  of  the  33  makes  under  scrutiny. 


Subaru  wins  with  an  unbeatable  one-two  punch  ; 
of  outstanding  quality  and  excellent  dealer  service,  r 


Such  convincing  words  from  J.D.  Power  mark  a  significant  victory  for  Subaru  and  its  supporters  - 

Power  is  well  and  truly  ours. 


•PHONE  0990  100368  FOR  OUR  MANIFESTO.  SUBARU  (UK)  LIMITED.  RYDER  STREET.  WEST  BROMWICH.  WEST  MIDLANDS.  B70  <JEJ.  A  SUBSIDIARY  OF  LM.  GROUP  LIMITED.  *  Study  covered  more  than  16,000  owner*  of  ‘M*  regbtntim  199*-S 


Greens  persevere 
with  lofty  ideas 


By  Alan  Ham  ilton 

LAST  month  the  Green  Party 
launched  hs  election  manifes¬ 
to.  but  nobody  took  a  blind  bit 
of  notice.  They  had  another  go 
yesterday;  attendance  was  still 
thin,  but  was  boosted  by  lake 
the  black  labrador,  which 
roamed  the  conference  room 
alertly  until  they  began  talk¬ 
ing  about  proportional  repre¬ 
sentation,  when  it  fell  asleep. 

The  Greens  are  the  party  of 
world  order  and  loft  insula¬ 
tion.  This  means  withdrawing 
from  Europe,  banning  factory 
farming,  reducing  traffic,  ban¬ 
ning  all  nuclear  technology, 
writing  off  Third  World  debt 
and  lots  more  glass  fibre 
matting  in  the  attic 

A  future  ideal  green  world 
would  indude  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  employers’  national 
insurance  contributions  by 
taxes  on  pollution,’  a  10  per 
cent  reduction  in  road  traffic 
by  2010  and  a  Bill  of  Rights 
establishing  in  law  the  indi¬ 
vidual  rights  of  citizenship. 

Green  policy  in  many  areas 
is  vague,  moreeau-de-nil  than 
emerald,  but  on  the  loft  issue  it 
is  precise.  The  Greens  want  a 
reduction  in  the  VAT  rate  on 


GREEN 

PARTY 


en 


tving  materials  sudi 
as  loft  insulation  to  8  per  cent 

One  problem  with  the 
Green  Parry  these  days  is  that 
it  lacks  familiar  faces.  It  was 
suggested  by  mischievous  re¬ 
porters  yesterday  that  they 
could  do  worse  than,  adopt 
Swampy,'  at  present  deeply 
entrenched  at  Manchester  air¬ 
port  Swampy,  they  retorted, 
did  not  quality  because  he  was 
not  a  Green  Party  member. 

The  other  trouble  with 
Swampy  is  thaf  as  he  lives  in 
a  hole  in  the  ground,  he  has  a 
less  than  cons$mring  interest 
in  loft  insulation. 
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Renewing  your 
home  insurance  in 
April  or  May? 


If  you  are  50  or 
over,  just  see 
how  much  you 
could  save  with 
Saga  -  call  us 
NOW 

SAGA  Home  Insurance 
could  offer  you  genuine 
savings  over  other 
policies,  while  giving 
you  cover  that  fully 
protects  your  home 
and  possessions! 

The  Saga  Price  Promise 

If  you  find  another 
comparable  policy  at 
a  lower  price  within 
2  months  of  taking  out 
SAGA  Home  Insurance, 
we  will  refund  you  the 
difference. 


‘  Insurance  cover  is 

comprehensive  ass 

low  cost 

*  Discounts  for  bom 
security 

•  Free  pen  with  yom 
quotation  - 


SAGA 

Services  Ltd 


Call  us  today 

For  your  free  no 
obligation  quote  sim 
call  us  on  the  numbe 
below.  We  wfll  be 
pleased  to  answer  an 
questions  you  have  c 
SAGA  Home.  Insurant 
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4141521 
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*  Germans  neglected  British  tip-off  on  Iran  killers 


From  Roger  Botes 
in  RERUN 

THE  British  Secret  Service  tipped 
off  German  police  about  the  suspi¬ 
cious  activities  of  an  Iranian  assas¬ 
sin  shortly  before  his  hit  team 
attacked  and  killed  Kurdish  dissi¬ 
dent  leaders  in  a  Berlin  restaurant 
Had  the  German  authorities  acted 
on  die  information,  it  might  have 
been  possible  to  prevent  the  mur¬ 
ders  —  and  to  keep  alive  relations 
with  the  Iranian  regime. 

Instead,  Thursday's  jailing  of 
four  members  of  an  Iranian  mur¬ 
der  squad  —  including  the  agent 


Kazem  Darabi.  38  —  seems  to  have 
torpedoed  Europe’s  policy  of  “criti¬ 
cal  dialogue’  with  the  Tehran 
Government  The  British  connec¬ 
tion  emerged  yesterday  as  lawyers 
began  to  speak  for  the  first  time  in 
the  3*= -year  case. 

rit  is  dear  that  the  British  were 
keeping  track  on  people  like 
Darabi,  who  have  been  posing  as 
businessmen."  said  a  German 
lawyer  in  Berlin.  “What  is  less  clear 
is  .  why  the  Germans  did  not  act 
promptly  enough."  The  Kurds 
were  killed  on  September  17. 1992, 
during  a  Socialist  international 
session  in  Berlin.  Darabi  —  who 


had  been  suspected  of  acting 
against  Iranian  emigres  before  — 
had  drifted  in  and  out  of  the  sights 
of  German  counter-intelligence.  In 
the  autumn  of  1992  he  appears  not 
to  have  been  under  surveillance. 
The  police  blunder  is  only  one  of 
several  puzzling  aspects  of  the  case: 
who.  for  example,  betrayed  the 
Kurds  as  they  sat  down  to  dinner? 

The  hit.  team,  equipped  hy 
Darabi,  received  a  telephone  call 
from  someone  dose  to  the  mur¬ 
dered  Kurdish  leader,  Sadegh 
Sharalkandi.  shortly  before  they 
left  for  tiie  restaurant  This  Iranian 
spy  has  never  been  tracked  down 


and  his  presence  still  breathes 
suspicion  among  exiled  Iranians. 

The  principal  killer  was  identi¬ 
fied  by  the  court  dn  Thursday  as  an 
Iranian  called  "Sharif".  He  disap¬ 
peared  soon  after  the  killing,  flew 
to  Turkey  and  then  on  to.  Iran 
where,  according  to  German  intel¬ 
ligence,  he  was  awarded  a 
Mercedes  250  limousine  for  his 
services. 

Perhaps  to  make  up  for  leaving 
so  many  loose  ends,  German 
intelligence  has  launched  a  huge 
operation  against  Iran.  According 
to  Frankfurter  Allgemeine  Zeitung 
—  well  informed  on  Iranian  affairs 


—  Germany  has  embarked  on  one 
of  the  biggest  telephone-bugging 
operations  since  the  Cold  War.  All 
telephone  communications  be¬ 
tween  Germany  and  the  Islamic 
Republic  of  Iran  have  been  moni¬ 
tored  since  November,  as  have 
telephone  conversations  by  suspect 
Iranians  and  their  sympathisers 
within  Germany.  All  fax,  telephone 
and  telex  communications  from  the 
Iranian  Embassy  have  been 
tapped. 

The  German  intelligence  service 
has.  however,  been  having  prob¬ 
lems  transcribing  and  evaluating 
the  tapes  because  of  a  shortage  of 


Farsi  speakers.  Diplomatic  sources 
say  Israeli  intelligence  experts  have 
been  helping  the  Germans,  espe¬ 
cially  with  die  breaking  of  codes. 

The  failure  to  act  on  the  British 
tip  in  1992  is  being  blamed  on  the 
Berlin  branch  of  the  German 
counter-intelligence  agency.  Klaus 
Ktnkel.  the  German  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister,  tried  yesterday  to  calm  down 
the  irritated  atmosphere  between 
Iran  and  Germany.  “It  is  a  very 
emotional  situation  and  my  job  is 
to  contribute  to  calm,  and  not  to 
unrest." 

The  massive  monitoring  of  com¬ 
munications  with  Iran  is  in  vivid 


contrast  to  the  red-carpet  treatment 
given  by  the  Germans  to  Ali 
FalJahtan,  the  Iranian  Intelligence 
Minister,  when  he  visited  intelli¬ 
gence  and  counter-intelligence 
headquarters  in  Munich  and 
Cologne  as  recently  as  1993. 

The  trial  documents  make  quite 
plain  that  the  Iranian  hit  team 
would  never  have  been  successfully 
prosecuted  without  the  work  of 
German  intelligence.  The  most 
influenctial  witness  for  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  was  an  Iranian  secret  police 
defector,  identified  only  as  Witness 
C,  who  laid  bare  the  workings  of 
the  Iranian  assassination  squads. 


Rafsanjani  says  storm 

with  Europe  will  pass 

From  Michael  Theodoulou  in  Nicosia 


PRESIDENT.  Rafsanjani  of 
Iran  yesterday  denounced  a 
Berlin  court’s  verdict  that 
Iranian  leaders  had  ordered 
1  political  murders  in 
Germany,  but  dismissed  a 
diplomatic  raw  with  Europe 
as  a  "passing  storm"  pro¬ 
voked  by  the  United  States 
and  Israel. 

He  said  Germany’s  eco¬ 
nomic  interests  could  suffer  as 
a  result,  but  there  were  no 
specific  threats  of  retaliation 
in  his  address  to  thousands  of 
£  worshippers  at  Friday 
prayers. 

“The  Germans  broke  the 
hearts  of  millions  of  Iranians 
with  this  verdict  and  they  are 
going  to  suffer  for  it,"  Presi¬ 
dent  Rafsanjani  said.  “I  am 
not  saying  they  will  lose 
everything  they  have  hen*  but 
their  position  here  will  defi¬ 
nitely  be  weakened."  He 
described  the  “politically  mo¬ 
tivated"  trial-  as  the  “most 
scandalous  event  in  Western 
history". 

After  prayers,  several  hun¬ 


dred  members  of  Ansar-e- 
Hizbullah,  street  bullies  most¬ 
ly  employed  to  ensure  people 
dress  and  behave  modestly, 
protested  outside  the  German 
Embassy  in  the  capital,  stop¬ 
ping  on  their  way  to  chant 
“Death  to  Rushdie”  outside 
the  British  Embassy.  The 
mob  pelted  the  German  mis¬ 
sion  with  tomatoes,  but  an 
attempt  to  storm  the  building 
was  repelled  by  riot  police. 

As  senior  European  diplo¬ 
mats,  including  Britain's 
Charge  d’Affaires.  Jeffrey 
James,  prepared  to  fly  home 
for  consultations,  HojatoT 
eslam  Rafsanjani  scornfully 
recalled  a  diplomatic  exodus 
in  1989.  “Was  it  not  so  in  the 
Salman  ‘Rushdie  affair  that 
all  of  them  recalled  their 
ambassadors  and  later  dis¬ 
gracefully  sent  them  back 
with  apologies?”  he  said. 

The  uproar  after  a  ruling  on 
Thursday  in  Germany  that 
Iran’s  political  leadership  had 
ordered  the  murder  of  four 
Iranian  Kurdish  dissidents  in 


1992  would  soon  subside. 
President  Rafsanjani  said. 
“They  {America  and  Israel] 
needed  such  a  propaganda 
wave.  We  should  expect  them 
to  keep  up  the  noise  in  the 
West  But  this  will  bring  them 
nothing.  It  is  like  a  thunder 
storm  that  brings  dear  wea¬ 
ther  in  its  wake.” 

Privately,  however.  Iranian 
Foreign  Ministry  officials  ex¬ 
pressed  dismay  at  the  rupture 
In  relations  with  Europe, 
.which  the  Government  has 
courted  as  a  desperately  need¬ 
ed  counterweight  against  US 
attempts  to  isolate  Iran. 

There  has  been  no  reaction 
so  for  from  the  holy  rity  of 
Qom,  where  hardline  mullahs 
last  November  hinted  that  the 
German  prosecutor  could  face 
a  fotwa  similar  to  the  one 
imposed  on  Mr  Rushdie,  the 
writer.  Many  Iranian  busi¬ 
nessmen  also  hope  Iran's 
regime  will  swallow  its  pride 
and  do  nothing  more  to 
antagonise  Germany.  Iran's 
main  trading  partner. 


Iranian  protesters  with  a  poster  of  the  late  Ayatollah  Khomeini  converge  on  the  Germany  Embassy  in  Tehran  yesterday  after  Friday  prayers 


*  Parents  of  disabled  ‘impure’,  says  bishop 


From  Richard  Owen 

IN  ROME 

GROUPS  representing  men¬ 
tally  and  physically  handi¬ 
capped  people  were  furious 
yesterday  over:  an  assertion  by 
Bishop  Javier  Echevarria, 
head  of  Opus  Dei,  the  influen¬ 
tial  Catholic  organisation,  that . 
most  disabled!  people  are  off¬ 
spring  of  “impure  parents" 
who  had  had  sexual  relations 
before  marriage.  At  a  meeting 


in  Sicily  of  1,500  Opus  Dei  fol¬ 
lowers,  Bishop  Echevarria 
was  quoted  as  saying  that  “ac- 
ording  to  scientific  research" 
90  per  cent  of  handicapped 
people  had  been  bom  to 
parents  who  had  “not  entered 
into  marriage  in  a  pure  state" 
Opus  Dei  sources  said  the 
bishop  thought  he  was  at  a 
dosed  meeting,  but  the 
Giomale  di  Sicilia  newspaper 
reported  his  remarks. 

Opus  Dei,  regarded  with 


suspicion  by  liberal  Catholics 
as  a  powerful,  even  sinister, 
right-wing  organisation,  has 
the  support  of  the  Pope,  who 
beatified  Josemaria  Escriva  de 
Balaguer,  its  founder,  in  1992 
despite  critics  saying  that  Es¬ 
criva  had  nor  led  the  necessary 
“exemplary  life". 

Opus  Dei  officials  said  that 
Mgr  Echevarria,  who  is  Span¬ 
ish.  had  been  referring  “not  to 
handicapped  people  in  the 
broad  sense"  but  to  Aids  and 


“HIV-infected  children  bom  to 
HIV-infected  parents".  There 
may  have  been  "misunder¬ 
standings"  over  his  remarks, 
during.an  address  on  the  need 
for  purity  in  marriage, 
because  of  his  “poor  Italian", 
officials  said. 

The  Italian  Down’s  Syn¬ 
drome  Association  expressed 
“horror  and  unease"  and 
called  on  the  bishop  to  apolo¬ 
gise  ’’to  the  handicapped  and 
to  those  who  care  for  them". 


Maxim’s  turns  into  wine  seller 


Cardin:  restaurant  owner 


From  Adam  Sage 

IN  PARIS 

MAXIM’S,  the  Paris  restau¬ 
rant.  is  planning  to  sell  8.000 
“exceptional  "bottles  of  wine  in 
the  biggest  auction  of  its  kind 
held  in  France. 

Pierre  Cardin,  the  fashion 
designer  who  owns  Maxim’s, 
is  likely  to  make  several 
million  francs  from  the  auc¬ 
tion.  He  has  derided  to  market 
some  of  the  most  prestigious 
bottles  from  the  restaurant’s 


lOOiOOO-strong  cellar,  includ¬ 
ing  “mythical"  wines  such  as 
Lafite,  Haut-Brion,  Margaux 
and  Mouton-Rothschild. 

With  experts  telling  M 
Cardin  that  it  will  rake  40 
years  for  diners  to  drink  all  the 
bottles  owned  by  the  restau¬ 
rant,  he  has  “derided  to  pul  a 
selection  at  the  disposition  of 
the  public”.  Some  of  the  bot¬ 
tles,  such  as  a  1945  Mouton- 
Rothschild,  are  expected  to 
fetch  Fr30,000  to  Fr40.0Q0 
(£3,200  to  £4.200)  each. 


Maitre  Jacques  Tajan,  the 
auctioneer  in  charge  of  the 
sale,  said:  "All  the  wines  are 
prestigious  and  they  have  also 
been  well  conserved,  i  am 
extremely  demanding."  He 
said  he  hoped  to  better  the 
Fr3J  million  record  for  a 
French  wine  sale. 

The  auction  comes  at  a  time 
when  Maxim's  is  struggling  to 
live  up  to  an  illustrious  past, 
with  food  critics  attacking  its 
menu  and  some  clients  an¬ 
gered  by  recent  changes. 
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No  one  knows  what  will 
happen  to  interest  rares  in 
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Ler  alone  after  the  coming 
general  election. 

Thar’s  why  our  new  Five  Year 
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interest  rates. 
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what  you’ll  be  paying  until 
1st  June  2002. 
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Censorship  fear  as 
China  adviser  joins 
Hong  Kong  paper 


From  Catherine  Field  in  hong  kong 


STAFF  on  Hong  Kong's  flag¬ 
ship  English-language  daily 
say  they  are  afraid  that  a 
censor  is  being  employed  who 
will  vet  any  copy  for 
unfavourable  references  to¬ 
wards  China,  which  takes 
over  the  colony  in  S3  days. 

Feng  Xi  Uang,  75.  founder 
editor  of  the  China  Daily ,  a 
Communist  Party  mouth¬ 
piece.,  will  take  up  a  job  as 
China  consultant  at  the  South 
China  Morning  Post  next 
week,  Jonathan  Fenby,  editor 
of  the  Post,  announced. 

Mr  Feng’s  most  recent  job 
was  consultant  to  Windows 
magazine,  a  Hong  Kong  pub¬ 
lication  which  is  considered  so 
patriotically  correct  that  it  wfls 
distributed  to  passengers  fly¬ 
ing  Chinas  national  airline. 

"It  is  absolutely  dear  that  he 
will  be  a  quasi-political  com¬ 
missar,”  a  senior  Post  reporter 
said.  “What  really  worries  me 
is  reporters  will  start  changing 
the  slant  or  toning  down  a 
story  just  so  they  can  be  sure  it 
gets  info  the  paper.”  Another 
said:  “This  is  just  the  start,  it  is 
very  sinister." 

Staff  at  the  paper  have  not 
been  fold  officially  of  Mr 


Feng’s  future  role  at  the  paper 
but  have  watched  with  con¬ 
cern  as  workmen  have  built 
him  an  office  alongside  that  of 
the  editor.  Mr  Fenby,  a  former 
editor  of  The  Observer  in 
London,  declined  to  spell  out 
what  Mr  Feng’s  role  would  be, 
citing  commercial  secrecy. 

“Feng  is  a  consultant  to  the 
newspaper  and  a  consultant  is 
a  consultant  He  is  having  an 
office  next  to  mine  because  it  is 
die  only  office  space  available. 
People  can  read  anything  they 
,  like  into  anything.  But  1  am 
the  editor." 

Mr  Feng’s  appointment 
comes  amid  concerns  from 
Hong  Kong's  pro-democracy 
faction  that  the  Post  is  shying 
away  from  extensive  coverage 
of  the  territory’s  political  is¬ 
sues  and  is  beating  a  “patriot¬ 
ic”  drum  to  sidestep  any 
problems  with  China  after  the 
July  1  handover.. 

Last  June,  the  Post  appoint¬ 
ed  Sir  Percy  Cradock.  a  former 
British  Ambassador  to  Beijing 
and  a  supporter  of  a  depol  in¬ 
cised  Hong  Kong,  to  its  edito¬ 
rial  board.  In  October,  die 
paper  devoted  its  entire  front 
page  to  a  single  photograph  of 


activists  planting  Chinese  and 
Taiwanese  flags  on  one  of  the 
disputed  Diaoyutai  islands 
during  protests  against  Japa¬ 
nese  ownership  of  the  islands. 
"Mission  accomplished,”  de¬ 
clared  die  Post  headline. 

Emily  Lau.  a  pro-democra¬ 
cy  legislator  and  former  jour¬ 
nalist,  said:  “I  am  not 
surprised  by  Feng'S  appoint¬ 
ment  They  have  the  best  of 
both  worlds  now.  Sir  Percy 
Cradock  and  Feng  Xi  Uang. 
This  is  very  disturbing  but  not 
so  unexpected.  I  think  now  I 
will  just  call  it  the  New  China 
Post.”  Fears  of  pro-Beijing 
bias  at  the  Post  emerged  in 
1993,  when  the  paper  was 
bought  by  Robert  Kuok,  a 
Malaysi an-bom  Chinese. 

Daisy  U,  a  journalist  on  the 
independent  Chinese-lan- 
guage  daily  Ming  Poo.  said 
last  night  “The  problem  of 
censorship  does  exist  in  Hong 
Kong  and  it  is  getting  worse. 

“The  trouble  is,  it  is  more 
and  more  difficult  to  identify. 
What  you  need  ro  do  is  look  at 
a  particular  publication  on  a 
certain  topic,  compare  it  to 
earlier  coverage,  and  you  will 
notice  the  tone  is  softened.” 


North  Korea  ‘remains  threat’ 


From  Robert  Whymant  in  tokyo 


Shalikashvili:  “need 
to  stay  watchful” 


NORTH  KOREA’S  military 
stflJ  poses  a  potent  threat  to 
the  South  despite  reports  of 
economic  collapse  and  immi¬ 
nent  famine.  General  John 
Shalikashvili  the  Chairman 
of  the  US  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff,  said  yesterday. 

“We  need  to  stay  ready 
and  watchful”  he  told  re¬ 
porters  in  Tokyo,  urging  US 
military  forces  in  the  region 
to  remain  vigilant  A  winter 
training  exercise,  which  had 
just  ended,  had  showm  the 
North’s  economic  woes  had 
not  diminished  its  war  cap¬ 
ability.  he  said.  According  to 


international  aid  agencies. 
North  Korea  is  on  the  brink 
of  famine  and  catastrophe. 
While  America  has  prom¬ 
ised  to  step  up  relief  efforts. 
South  Korea  is  reluctant  to 
provide  aid  fearing  it  could 
be  diverted  to  North  Korea's 
armed  forces. 

William  Cohen,  the  US 
Defence  Secretary,  ending  a 
visit  to  Seoul  said  he  doubt¬ 
ed  whether  the  international 
community  would  offer 
large-scale  food  aid  as  long 
as  the  North's  forces  were 
maintained  at  a  level  that 
threatened  the  South. 


Tears  for 
last  day 
of  colony’s 
naval  base 

From  Reuter 

IN  HONG  KONG 


TEARS  flowed  and  eight  bells 
tolled  at  a  farewell  for  the 
Royal  Navy  in  Hong  Kong 
yesterday  as  Britain  shut  its 
HMS  Tamar  naval  base  in  an 
end-of-empire  retreat  leading 
to  the  colony's  return  to  China 
on  July  1. 

Admiral  Sir  Jock  Slater,  the 
First  Sea  Lord,  Chris  Patten, 
the  Governor,  and  others 
spoke  of  dignify  and  pride  as 
the  White  Ensign  was  low¬ 
ered,  furled  and  folded  at  the 
base  on  Stonecutters  Island  in 
Hong  Kongj  harbour. 

“The  White  Ensign  has  just 
been  lowered  over  this  shore 
base,  but  the  values  dial  it  has 
stood  for  will  1  hope,  remain 
in  this  place:  respect  for  law 
and  for  person,  trust  duly  and 
service.”  Mr  Patten  said.  “But 
there  is  no  cause  for  thinking 
sad  thoughts,  that  there  is 
dishonour  in  these  endings. 
Nothing  has  melted  away. 
There  have  been  no  defeats." 

In  a  ceremony  that  drew 
tears  from  old-timers  sad¬ 
dened  by  the  decommission¬ 
ing  of  Britain's  last  naval  base 
east  of  Suez,  more  than  200 
seamen  in  white  uniforms 
marched  through  the  gates  to 
the  upbeat  rhythm  of  the 
Royal  Marines’  brass  band. 

HMS  Tamar  shut  down  100 
years  to  the  day  that  a  vessel  of 
the  same  name  first  arrived  in 
Hong  Kong  waters.  Its  closure 
ended  a  156-year  association 
between  the  Royal  Navy  and 
Hong  Kong. 

The  first  naval  officer  to  set 
foot  in  Hong  Kong  was  proba¬ 
bly  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  who 
landed  on  January  25,  1841. 
and  drank  to  Queen  Victoria’s 
health  on  Possession  Mount 
The  Union  flag  was  raised  the 
following  day. 

China,  whose  navy  will 
occupy  another  sire  on  Stone¬ 
cutters  Island,  was  not  repre¬ 
sented  at  the  ceremony. 

□  Singapore:  Britain  and 
Singapore  signed  a  memoran¬ 
dum  of  understanding  aimed 
at  improving  co-operation  be¬ 
tween  their  two  navies.  The 
pact  will  increase  training 
exchanges,  joint  exercises  and 
■personnel  visits.  (Reuter) 
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The  Royal  Navy’s  White  Ensign  is  folded  for  the  final  time  at  HMS  Tetmffr  in 
Hong  Kong.  Below,  Chris  Patten,  the  Governor,  dials  with  men  from  the  base 


US  attacks 
China  over 
arms  sales 

Washington:  America  has  ac¬ 
cused  China  of  violating  arms 
proliferation  pacts  by  selling 
components  for.  chemical 
weapons  to  Iran  and  contin¬ 
uing  to  aid  Pakistan's  nuclear 

programme  (Tom  Rhodes " 
writes}. 

Robert  Einhom,  a  senior 
State  Department  official, 
prompting  immediate  de¬ 
mands  in  Congress  for  tough¬ 
er  economic  sanctions  against  - 
Beijing,  testified  before  the 
Senate  that  China  had  deliber¬ 
ately  ignored  protests  from  the 
Clinton  Administration  in  its 
sales  to  “rogue"  states.  He  said 
that  Beijing  was  the  leading 
supplier  of  conventional  weap¬ 
ons  to  (ran. 

Angola  hope 

Johannesburg:'  After  more 
than  two  years;  fragile  peace 
and  several  postponements, 
Angola's  ruling  left-wing 
MPLA  and  Unita  rebel  move¬ 
ment  came  together  at  a 
glittering  ceremony  in  Luan¬ 
da,  the  capital,  to  form  a 
power-sharing  government 
that  many  hope  will  close  the  - 
book  on  Africa's  longest  civil- 
war  (Inigo  Gilmore  writes). 

But  the  non-attendance  of 
Jonas  Savimbi,  62,  the  Unita 
leader,  highlighted  lingering 
mistrust  between  the  sides. 

Zaire  warning 

Johannesburg:  Laurent  Kab¬ 
ila,  the  Zairean  rebel  leader, 
urged  foreigners  to  leave  Kin¬ 
shasa.  the  capital  before  a 
planned  assault  by  his  forces 
(Inigo  Gilmore  writes).  Speak¬ 
ing  on  rebel  radio,  he  again 
caned  on  President  Mobutu  to 
step  down.  “If  he  does  not  use 
this  last  chance,  the  fighting 
will  go  on  and  will  only  end  in 
the  capture  of  Kinshasa.” ' 

Spin  doctrine 

Lagos:  The  winners  of  local 
elections  in  several  wards  in 
Abuja,  the  Nigerian  capital, 
were'  decided  by  the  toss  of 
a  coin  under  rules  drawn  up 
by  the  military  regime,  poll 
officials  admitted.  (AFP) 
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Duty  Free 
Offers. 

The  pick  of  the  bunch 
this  Spring . 


|  Take  a  day  trip  to  France,  Holland  or  Ireland 

and  make  the  most  of  these  sensational  offers 
on-board  from  14th  April  until  31st  May. 


- 


For  200  >  ' 

Berkeley  Superking  cigarettes. 

UK  Equiv.  £26.70 


DAY  TRIP  OFFERS  TO  CALAIS, 

DIEPPE  AND  HOLLAND 

by  car:  £15  per  caif  £1  per  car  occupant 

by  FOOT:  £1  per  person  to  Calais 

£5  per  person  to  Dieppe  and  Holland 
£10  by  Stena  Lynx  to  Dieppe 
"2  for  1"  offer  by  rail**  -London  to 
Calais  £18  for  2  people 

DAY  TRIP  OFFERS  TO  IRELAND  BY  FOOT 

to  rosslare:  £10  per  adult  by  Supeffen y  qr  Lynx 

to  dun  laoghaire:  £10  per  adult}*  including  DAKT jail 
to  Dublin  \  " 

'•  ’;i  •  ’ 

TO  BOOK,  CALL  • 


QUOTING  REF  P360,  OR  SEE  YOUR  TRAVEL  AGENT 


HM  Customs  limits.  'Beer/ lager  not  avauame  on  arena  i.ynx  service,  uis.  equivalent  is  a  ngnonm  x-ugn  otwi  price  ror  a  comp&raDie  quantify,  casing  me  average  or  prices  estami&ned  in  a 
survey  of  London  and  South  East  UK  High  Street  outlets.  Bookings  must  be  made  at  least  24  hours  before  departure.  For  fan  terns  and  conditions  of  travel  see  current  Fast  Ferry  and  Ferry  Guide  1997. 
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*  Four  commanders 
purged  in  Yeltsin 
bribes  crackdown 

From  Richard  Beeston  in  Moscow 


PRESIDENT  YELTSIN  yes¬ 
terday  made  good  on  his 
pledge  _  to  crack  down  on 
corruption  in  Russia,  when  he 
dismissed  four  of  the  cooniry's 
top  military  officers,  accused 
of  abusing  their  ranks. 

The  Kremlin  confirmed 
that  the  Russian  leader  had 
signed  a  decree  sacking  Gen¬ 
era!  Vladimir  Semyonov,  the 
commander  of  land  forces, 
General  Anton  Terentyev,  his 
deputy  in  charge  of  training. 
Admiral  Igor  Khmelnov.  the 
Navy’s  Chief  of  Staff,  and 
Vice-Admiral  Vyacheslav 
Khamikov,  the.  commander  of 
the  Northern  Fleet. 

All  four  men  have  been 
accused  of  corruption  and  are 
under  investigation  by  the 
chief  military  prosecutor’s  of¬ 
fice.  which  said  last  month 
that  it  was  looking  into  allega¬ 
tions  involving  100  senior 
officers,  including  20  generals. 

General  Semyonov,  a  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Deputy  Defence 
Minister,  had  been  expecting 
his  dismissal  for  months.  In 
December,  Igor  Rodionov,  the 
.  Defence  Minister,  accused 
'him  publicly  of  corrupt  prac¬ 
tices.  It  was  alleged  that  his 
wife  was  involved  in  suspect 
arms  deals  and  that  he  had 
illegally  bought  his  Defence 
Ministry  dacha,  as  well  as  a 
mansion  on  [and  belonging  to 
a  military  hospital,  for  a 
fraction  of  the  market  price. 

Admiral  Khmelnov,  the  sec¬ 
ond  ranking  officer  in  the 
Navy,  has  been  under  investi¬ 
gation  for  allegedly  receiving 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  sale 
of  64  decommissioned  war¬ 


ships.  The  proceeds  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  spent  on  the 
construction  of  new  housing 
for  naval  officers  serving  in 
the  ftidfic  Fleet,  where  some 
apartments  were  built  for  the 
admiral's  family  and  friends. 

Yesterday's  sackings  may 
be  file  start  of  a  broader  purge 
of  the  officer  corps  by  the 
Kremlin,  which  plans  to  re¬ 
duce  sharply  the  top-heavy 
military  as  part  of  its  planned 
reforms.  They  also  serve  to 
reinforce  Mr  Yeltsinas  pledge 
made  on  Thursday  that  he  is 
serious  about  cracking  down 
on  rampant  official  corrup¬ 
tion.  which  is  endemic  in  the 
demoralised  armed  forces. 

With  wages  often  delayed 
for  months,  servicemen  of  all 
ranks  have  been  involved  in 
the  illicit  sale  of  military 
equipment  and  property  in  an 
^  effort  to  survive.  While  ac- 
‘knowledging  that  the  public 


Semyonov:  rumours  of 
suspect  arms  deals 


has  “its  doubts'*  about  file 
Kremlin’s  attempts  to  root  out 
age-old  corrupt  practices  in 
Russia,  President  Yeltsin  nev¬ 
ertheless  pledged  that  he 
would  make  the  battle  against 
graft  a  cornerstone  of  his  final 
three  years  in  office. 

"I  am  determined,  1  have  the 
political  will  and  1  have  your 
backing  in  this  fight.  1  will 
bring  this  difficult  struggle  to 
an  end.  It  wfll  become  scary  to 
steal  and  to  take  bribes,”  he 
said  in  a  radio  address  broad-' 
cast  to  the  nation.  “Corruption 
is  one  of  the  main  reasons  that 
the  authority  of  the  Russian 
state  is  low  today,"  he  said. 

The  baffle  againsr  corrup¬ 
tion  is  likely  to  be  waged  by 
Boris  Nemtsov,  the  newly 
appointed  First  Deputy  Prime 
Minister,  who  is  due  to  chair  a 
meeting  today  on  how  to 
stamp  out  corrupt  habits. 

The  young  former  governor 
has  devised  a  plan  to  open  up 
government  contracts  to  pub¬ 
lic  tender  in  an  effort  to 
prevent  the  common  practice 
of  officials  being  paid  bribes  to 
award  contracts  to  friendly 
firms. 

□  Grozny:  An  aide  hi  Salman 
Raduyev.  the  Chechen  rebel 
commander,  said  his  boss,  one 
of  Russia's  most  wanted  men. 
had  been  critically  injured  in 
an  assassination  attempt.  Sul¬ 
tan  Miyev.  Mr  Raduyev’s 
military  consultant,  said  Mr 
Raduyev’s  car  had  been  blown 
up  early  on  Wednesday  on  a 
road  outside  the  capital,  Groz¬ 
ny.  He  went  on  to  threaten  “a 
revenge  blow  in  Russia"  on 
April  21  or  22.  (Reuter) 


US  judge 
rebuked 
for  attack 
on  Britain 

FRom  James  Bone 
IN  NEW  YORK 

AN  Irish- American  judge 
who  launched  into  an  anti- 
British  diatribe  while  sentenc¬ 
ing  a  British  woman  for 
killing  her  baby  in  New  York 
has  been  reprimanded. 

Judge  Robert  Hanophy 
lashed  out  at  the  British  legal 
system  last  year  while  sen¬ 
tencing  Carolyn  Beale  for 
suffocating  her  newborn 
daughter  and  trying  to  smug¬ 
gle  the  body  back  home. 

The  judge  attacked  Brit¬ 
ain’s  Infanticide  Act,  which 
urges  leniency  for  women 
suffering  from  post-part um 
depression,  and  derided  Brit¬ 
ish  courts  for  wrongly  convict¬ 
ing  the  Guildford  Four  for 
IRA  bombings. 

New  York  Stale’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Judicial  Conduct 
ruled  that  Judge  Hanophy’s 
remarks,  particularly  his  ref¬ 
erence  to  Northern  Ireland, 
was  “mean-spirited  and  polit¬ 
ical  in  nature".  He  had  "failed 
to  act  like  an  impartial  judge". 

Judge  Hanophy  was  upset 
when  Beale’s  father.  Peter, 
had  called  the  American  crim¬ 
inal  justice  system  “barbaric 
and  uncivilised"  for  keeping 
his  daughter  waiting  (1 
months  for  her  case  to  be 
settled,  including  time  at  a 
remand  centre. 

Beale  tried  to  go  to  New 
York  to  testily  on  Judge 
Hanophy’s  behalf.  Michael 
Dowd,  her  lawyer,  said  she 
considered  that  the  judge  had 
treated  her  fairly  by  sentenc¬ 
ing  her  to  time  served  plus 
five  years'  probation  and  let¬ 
ting  her  return  to  Britain. 

A  censure  by  the  commis¬ 
sion  does  not  bar  a  judge  from 
sitting  on  the  bench. 


French  soldiers  relax  on  the 
Champlain  in  Brindisi  har¬ 
bour  before  she  set  sail  with 
400  troops  for  Albania  yes¬ 
terday,  as  part  of  the  Italian- 
led  multinational  interven¬ 
tion  force  meant  to  secure 
humanitarian  shipments  in 
the  strife-torn  country  (Rich¬ 
ard  Owen  writes).  Advance 
Italian'  troops  arrived  at 
Dunes  and  at  Tirana  air- 


Aid  force  sails 
to  Albania 

port  yesterday  to  secure  the 
ports  and  proride  a  secure 
corridor. 

In  Rome,  Koffi  Annan, 
tike  United  Nations  Secre¬ 
tary-General  said  that  the 
6,000-strong  force  —  the 


bulk  of  which  will  begin 
arriving  on  Monday  —  had 
full  UN  backing  as  a  “hu¬ 
manitarian  mission".  But 
the  Italian  press  said  that 
the  force  would  inevitably 
find  itself  helping  to  “re¬ 
store  order".  Sergio  Roma¬ 
no.  a  former  Italian  envoy, 
said  that  Italy’s  true  aim  was 
■'self-interest  —  stopping 
thousands  of  refugees”. 


Alert  for  snipers  as  Pope  enters  gun-filled  ‘arena  of  war’  in  Sarajevo 


From  Tom  Walker 
IN  SARAJEVO 

ON  THE  broken  rooftop  the  former 
Bosnian  Muslim  sniper  peered 
down  at  the  football  ground  where 
the  Pope  will  celebrate  Mass  in 
front  of  50,000  people  tomorrow.  “1 
just  have  to  put  the  arrow  on  him. 
ft’s  not  so  difficult he  said.  "The 
only  thing  l  would  have  to  watch  is 
the  wind." 

Sarajevo's  Kosovo  stadium  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  hills  and  tower  blocks. 


thousands  of  vantage  points  across 
federation  and  Serb  territory  afford¬ 
ing  a  clear  view  of  the  pontiff’s  every 
step.  It  is  a  landscape  that  nurtured 
war  for  three- and-a -half  years.  Now 
if  is  the  backdrop  for  the  Pope's 
riskiest  trip:  the  Catholic  Church* 
head  is  visiting  a  gun-ridden  dty 
that  is  80  per  cent  Muslim.  From  14 
floors  up,  the  green  grass  of  the 
pitch  shimmered  in  sunlight.  The 
stands,  the  VI?  entrance  and  exit 
everything  was  tantalisingly  dear, 
just  half  a  mile  away.  For  the 


modem  marksman  with  telescopic 
sights,  easy  pickings. 

Yesterday  the  Bosnian  police, 
Nato  troops  and  the  United  Nations 
ail  said  they  were  satisfied  with 
security  arrangements  for  the  visit, 
which  begins  this  afternoon.  But  no 
matter  how  many  police,  soldiers 
and  equipment  are  thrown  at  Sara¬ 
jevo.  ihe  dty  remains  a  sharpshoot¬ 
er's  heaven.  The  sniper  spoke 
chillingly  of  the  pinpoint  accuracy  of 
weapons  still  regularly  uncovered 
by  Stabilisation  Force  troops.  He 


pointed  to  the  bombed-out  skeletons 
of  buildings,  ideal  for  marksmen. 

Major  Tony  White,  a  Stabilisation 
Force  spokesman,  calked  down  any 
Day  of  the  Jackal  scenarios.  “I 
wouldn’t  go  up  on  any  roofs  again.” 
he  said.  ‘The  police  are  warning 
people  to  stay  away  from  windows 
and  terraces."  He  added  that  about 
10,000  Bosnian  police  would  be 
involved  in  the  operation,  backed  by 
"hundreds"  of  Stabilisation  Force 
troops. 

Alex  Ivanka  a  UN  spokesman 


and  Sarajevo  veteran,  said  that  the 
Bosnians  had  been  advised  by  Da¬ 
nish,  German  and  Italian  VIP 
protection  experts,  and  had  a  sec¬ 
urity  net  in  place  that  “equalled 
standards  anywhere  rise  in 
Europe".  On  snipers,  however,  he 
would  not  be  drawn. 

□  Belgrade:  A  gunman  killed  the 
feared  commander  of  Serbian  Presi¬ 
dent  Milosevic’s  security  apparatus 
as  he  dined  with  his  son  in  a 
Belgrade  restaurant  early  yester¬ 
day.  He  was  the  highest-ranking 


figure  to  die  in  a  “professorial" 
public  shooting,  a  common  event  in 
the  Serb  capital.  Victims  are  usually 
blade  market  mafia  members. 

Media  reports  said  that  the  police 
colonri-general  and  Deputy  Interior 
Minister,  Radovan  Stojiric.  46  — 
known  by  the  nickname  of  Badza 
JBig  Guy|  —  died  instantly. 

He  commanded  riot  police  in  the 
dty  during  three  months  of  opposi¬ 
tion  protests  against  the  rigging  of 
elections  by  President 
Milosevic.  (Reuter) 


America 
strikes 
EU  deal 
on  Cuba 

From  Tom  Rhodes 

IN  WASHINGTON 

AMERICA  reached  a  deal  to 
avert  a  trade  war  with  Europe 
last  night  settling  a  dispute 
over  strident  legislation  pun¬ 
ishing  all  foreign  investment 
in  Cuba. 

The  Commerce  Department 
confirmed  that  an  agreement 
had  been  struck  between 
Washington  and  Brussels  over 
the  Helms-Burton  legislation 
signed  by  President  Clinton 
last  March. 

Sir  Leon  Brittan.  the  EU 
Trade  Commissioner,  said  the 
accord  would  permit  both 
sides  to  address  the  long-term 
implications  of  foreign  invest¬ 
ment  in  third  countries.  He 
said  tftar  Europe  could  sus¬ 
pend  the  World  Trade  Organ¬ 
isation  panel  considering  the 
complaint,  which  was  due  to 
be  filed  on  Monday. 

The  Clinton  Administration 
had  long  hoped  to  improve 
relations  with  its  European 
partners  over  the  issue  of 
business  with  President  Cas¬ 
tro’s  regime,  and  was  thought 
to  have  offered  a  compromise 
to  modify  the  terms  of  the 
legislation. 

Stuart  Eizenstat.  the  Under 
Secretary  of  Commerce,  was 
to  provide  details  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  last  night.  These  were 
thought  to  be  similar  to  a  plan 
which  has  been  circulated  on 
Capitol  Hill. 

That  calls  for  the  European 
Union  to  “establish  disciplines 
to  deter"  private  companies  in 
Europe  from  investing  in  con¬ 
fiscated  property,  not  merely 
in  Cuba  but  throughout  the 
world- 

In  exchange.  Congress 
would  be  asked  to  ease  certain 
provisions  in  the  Helms-Bur- 
ton  legislation,  including  the 
exclusion  from  the  US  of 
foreign  executives  whose  com¬ 
panies  deal  with  Cuba. 

European  countries,  includ¬ 
ing  Britain,  would  be  asked  to 
adopt  an  across-the-board 
principle  that  corporations  not 
he  allowed  to  profit  from 
investing  in  properties  confis¬ 
cated  without  compensation. 

President  Clinton  has  em¬ 
ployed  a  regular  six-month 
waiver  to  delay  the  most 
controversial  element  of  the 
law,  which  allows  any  Ameri¬ 
can  whose  property  was  con¬ 
fiscated  after  the  1959  Cuban 
revolution  to  sue  foreign  cor¬ 
porations  using  their  assets. 


l- REE  WITH 
SELECTED  KITCHENS 

NIil-T  Single  Fan  Oven 
er  NEFF  Ceramic  Hob* 

on  kitchen  mntje  over - J 

NEFF  Fridge  ro'-n/v:- 

,u:  kitchen  mn,;c  mcr / 00 

NEFF  Dishwasher  , 

on  kitchen  ronoc  twer  -oOUU 

FREE  WITH 

SELECTED  BATHROOMS 

TIVOLI  7.2kW  Electric 

Shower  -nit.-  £-600 
TIVOLI  S.2k\V  Electric 
Shower  on  cnitc  ti'.-cr  £800 


CREDIT  FACILITIES 

available 
saucer to  snmis  aw  «h  mim* 


Superb  choice,  sound  advice, 
superlative  quality,  free  planning 
and  design,  your  very  own 
Connections  specialist  to  help  you 
every  step  of  the  way,  and  some 
great  free  offers.  Connections  beats 
eveiyone  else  hands  down. 

Ask  about  easy  monthly 
payments  with  the  Connections 
Home  Improvement  Plan. 

Connect  ions 

bvGraham 


l90  showbooms  nationwide  frEEPHONE  0800  555808 

,ETA1LS  OF  YOUR  N  hi)DDEBSFIEu,  HDI  1RH  FAX  01-484  5JJ5« 

OFFI Cfi.-  96  Lh EDS  *  SEUJI6  P»ff  DHIY  0W  OFBUWW  Pffl  MOMOWt  HfflCHWf.  IWUC  Of  HTCHW  Wr 

or.  APPt,  to  segno  I  »  «*-■»■» 

wguuowg  pu*»«g-  .  ... 


Alliance  &  Leicester  Shareholders 


Don’t  let  the 
taxman  get 
a  share  of 
your  shares. 

If  you  have  decided  to  hold  onto  your  new  Alliance  &  Leicester  shares  you  need  to  make 
sure  the  taxman  doesn’t  get  his  hands  on  your  money.  Unless  you  take  action  by  30th  May  you 
may  be  subject  to  tax  -  you  may  have  to  pay  tax  on  the  dividends  and  have  a  tax  bill  if  you  sell 
your  shares. 

However  tfiere  is  an  easy  way  to  keep  your  Alliance  &  Leicester  shares  and  pay  no 
tax  aft  all. 

By  putting  your  shares  into  a  Personal  Equity  Plan  with  M&G,  the  UK^i  largest  general  PEP 
provider,  you  can  receive  the  dividends  free  of  tax  and  sell  your  shares  whenever  you  wish  tax 
free. 

You  can  also  put  other  windfall  building  society  or  insurance  company  shares  into  The  M&G 
Windfall  PEP. 

So  to  keep  all  your  shares  and  not  pay  a  penny  in  tax,  return  the  coupon  or 
call  us  now  on  0990  600  631. 


T«  The  M&G  Group,  Bristol  BS38  7ET.  Please  send  me  a  free  copy  of  the  new  M&G  Hamfoook  and  delate  of  Ihe  new  M&G  Windfall  PEP. 

NO  SALESMAN  WILL  CALL.  You  should  contact  your  independent  financial  adviser  (if  you  have  one)  before  investing. 
The  price  of  investments  and  the  income  from  them  can  go  down  as  weH  as  up.  The  value  to  you  of  the  tax  benefits 
wU  depend  on  your  own  dreumstanees.  The  tax  regime  of  PEPs  could  change  In  the  future. 
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Spanish  conservatives  protest  over  political  satire  programme  that  leaves  no  holdsbarred 

-  - Fighting  talk 

makes  dons 
speechless 


Puppet  regime’s  power 


A  TELEVISED  rab-  - 
ble  of  rubber  pup-  ,  ,  . 
pets,  modelled  on  Aft  A 
Britain’s  Spitting  XTJ"£1 
Image .  has  led  to  a 
major  ruckus 
among  Madrids  \7  a 

conservative  politi-  y  ^ 

dans.  Appearing  _ 

weekly  on  Canal 
Plus,  a  private  television  channel, 
the  irreverent  puppets  mock  a 
range  of  Spanish  politicians  — 
from  the  austere  Prime  Minister. 
Jos6  Maria  Aznar.  to  the  voluble 
Felipe  Gonzalez,  the  Socialist 
opposition  leader.  No  one  is 
spared  from  their  rough-hewn 
lampooning. 

Yet  members  of  the  ruling 
conservative  Popular  Party  (PP? 
believe  that  Las  notidas  del  guinol 
fTTie  news  from  Punch  and  Judy) 


MADRID  FIL 

byTUNKU 

VARADARAJAN 


singles  them  out  for  special  abuse. 
There  is  some  truth  in  the  accusa¬ 
tion.  as  the  channel’s  owner,  Jesus 
de  Polanco,  who  also  owns  the  left- 
wing  paper  El  Pais,  is  an  unequi¬ 
vocal  foe  of  the  Aznar 
Government 

That  humour  should  provide  a 
battleground  for  Spain’s  conserva¬ 
tives  and  Sen  or  de  Polanco  is 
ironic.  He  is  a  humourless  man 
who  was  once  privately  described 
by  a  newspaper  executive  as  a 


Soaking  up  the  adulation 


THE  flamenco  dancer,  Joaquin 
Cort&s,  as  famous  for  stripping  to 
the  waist  in  his  performances  as  he 
is  for  his  romance  with  super¬ 
model  Naomi  Campbell,  made  a 
startling  revelation  in  an  inter¬ 
view  recently.  Sehor  Cortis  told  El 
Pais  newspaper  “/  am  not  a 
dancer.  I  am  an  artist.  I  am  a 


musician,  choreographer ,  direc¬ 
tor.  actor  and  model  /  am  a 
sponge "  Yet  his  comments,  far 
from  generating  bafflement,  seem 
to  have  enhanced  his  popularity. 
In  a  recent  poll  among  Spanish 
housewives,  he  was  voted,  by  an 
overwhelming  majority,  the  “‘most 
exciting  man  in  Spain". 


8  modern-day  “cross 
between  the  Sphinx 
and  Torquemada", 
the  infamous  In¬ 
quisitor-General 

Tired  of  being  de¬ 
rided  week  after 
week,  conservatives 
now  want  revenge. 
Leading  members 
of  the  party,  who  have  received 
backing  from  the  right-wing  ABC 
daily  newspaper,  have  called  for 
their  own  programme  of  rubber 
puppets  —  a  “ contraguihor .  or  a 
son  of  Spitting  Back. 

In  an  editorial  last  week,  ABC 
attacked  the  programme  as  “a 
laboratory  for  Socialist  agit-prop 
...  at  the  exclusive  service  of  Felipe 
Gonzdlez”.  All  politicians  on  tne 
Right,  the  newspaper  continued, 
were  depicted  invariably  as  “buf¬ 
foons  and  illiterates”.  Conserva¬ 
tive  politicians  were  within  their 
rights  to  call  for  a  “televisual 
corrective". 

Angel  Acebes,  the  PP  secretary- 
general.  confessed  to  being  wor¬ 
ried  by  the  broadcasts.  “The  worst 
aspect  is  that  the  programme  is 
made  for  purposes  other  than 
humour. 

“1  don’t  mind  if  programmes  are 
made  for  the  amusement  of  the 
public,  but  when  they  are  straight- 
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Jos£  Maria  Aznar,  left  arm- wrestles  with  Felipe  Gonzalez  on  the  controversial  puppet  show 


forward  vehicles  of  a  certain 
political  opinion,  they  should  an¬ 
nounce  themselves  dearly  as 
such." 

The  controversy  has  provided 
welcome  publicity  for  Canal  Plus, 
as  viewing  figures  leapt  by  several 
thousand  after  ABCs  assault. 


Aware  that  an  attack  on  rubber 
puppets  could  prove  politically 
counter-productive,  senior  minis¬ 
ters  have  scurried  to  the  press  to 
deny  that  the)'  found  Las  notidas 
del  guinol  offensive. 

Rodrigo  Rato,  the  Deputy  Prime 
Minister  with  responsibility  for 


the  economy,  said  he  thought  the 
programme’  perfectly  amusing.  A 
source  within  the  ruling  party, 
however,  revealed  that  Serior 
Rato's  is  a  minority  view. 

"We  detest  those  nasty  little 
dolls."  he  said,  "and  that  nasty 
little  man  Polanco.”  * 


UNITED  by  a  dear  aversion  to 
English  as  the  world’s  lingua 
franca,  hundreds  of  writers,  politi¬ 
cians  and  publishers  from  the 
Hispanic  world  held  a  conference 
in  Mexico  this  week  aimed  at 
turning  Spanish  into  a  truly 
global  language. 

Yet  the  learned  cohorts,  debat¬ 
ing  in  the  colonial  dty  of  Zacate¬ 
cas.  have  piqued  the  Spanish 
RovaJ  Academy  in  Madrid,  which 
regards  itself  as  the  sole  bastion  of 
the  Spanish  language. 

The  organisers  of  the  confer 
ence  —  the  Mexican  Foreign 
Ministry  and  the  Institute  Cer¬ 
vantes.  Spain’s  version  of  the 
British  Council  —  neglected,  as¬ 
tonishingly.  to  invite  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  academy. 

Carlos  Bousoho,  the  writer  and 
academician,  fumed:  “It  is  highly 
improper  that  the  Royal  Academy 
should  not  be  invited  to  a  debate 
on  the  future  of  the  Spanish 
language.”  Its  presence  would 
have  lent  weight  to  the  conference, 
many  believe,  as  it  has  set  itself 
the  daunting  task  of  finding  ways 
to  protect  Spanish  from  the  “An¬ 
glo-Saxon  onslaught”,  as  a  local 
paper  put  it 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


ART  GALLERIES 


STALIN  AND  Hts  ART 
♦NOW  ON  VIEW* 
ROY  M£S  GALLERY 
29  Buton  Street  WJ 
0171 4854747 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COLISEUM  0171 6328300  (ah) 
QKHJ8H  NATIONAL  OPERA 

Tom  7,00 

ORPHEUS  Aim  EURYDKE 
Tub  730  MADAM  BUTTERFLY 

ROYAL  OPBIA  HOUSE  0171 304 
4000  tar  Bax  Ofice  &  Standby  Wo 
Tickets  araUta  an  He  day 
lha  Royal  Opera 
Mon  730  (Last  Nk*t)  SALOME 
Tfu  7.30  (Ota  Nighy  OTHJLjO 
Tha  Royal  BaOal 
Toni  7  JO  ANASTASIA  - 
Tua  (firci  NBghfl.  Wad.  fti  730 
ROMEO  AND  JULET 


THEATRES 

ADELPM 

Legendary  EntartaJmr 

JERBY  LEWIS 
DAMN  YANKEES 

AheluwmusfcaL.wthrwartl 
Red  prcepws  tom  29  May 
Opens  4  June  0171 413 1777  (24hra 
tow  bfcg  fee)  Ops  0800  614903, 

01 7»  930  3000  (no  lad 


ALBERY  THEATRE  BO  &  cc  0171 
389 1730  cc  344  4444. 312  5088  (No 
tees)  Grps  413  3321. 3125069, 436 

5588  Preww  tom  14  April  i 

Opens  i7Apit  I 

GAHYW1LMOT  ANN  CRUMB 

«  i 

THE  GOODBYE  GMi 

A  New  Muscat 

Book  by  NeiStamMusfc  by  Manta 
Hamlsdi,  Lyrics  by  Don  Bade 
Ergs  Mon-Fii  8pm  Wed  Mat  3pm, 
_ .Sa35&83Qpm. _ 

ALDWYCH  0171 416  6007/420  0000 
(24tn/robfcgtee) 

Oops  0171 416  6075 
MCHAEL  ALEC 

GAMBON  MeCOWEN 

TOM  A  CLEM 
anew  play  by 

STEPHEN  CHURCHEtT 
Directed  by 
RICHARD  WILSON 
Now  taring  ai  Rad.  Price 
Opoa  14  April  at  7.00pm 
Era730.Wed&Samate3 

'  APOLLO 3«ICC 0171 4945010 
cc  0171 344  4444  (bfcg  fee) 

Grps  0171  4945464 
BEN  ELTON’S 

POPCORN 

"Fast,  fumy  end  downrigM 
■ergr”  Evening  Sondaid 
-A  bloody  good  night  «*."  F.T 
MavSataOQpm 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  CC  01 71 416 
6055  CC  24hra  0171  344  4444/01 71 
4200000  Qps418  8075/413  3321 

Andrew  Lloyd  Webber's 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 

THE  FASTEST 

SHOW  ON  EARTH 
White  touddeiurc  19.45  daiy 
Tub  &  Sa  3pm  Tickets  tram  £1250 


CAIWflDGE  494  508W416  6060 
344  4444/420  0000  (+  bfcg  tee) 
QOU0S  494  5454 
4166075/4133321/4365568 

GREASE 

Starring  SHAME  RICHE 
UA  Homier  Mf  [Miner 
Mon-Sat  7  SOpn.  Wad  &  Sri  mat  3pm 
GREASE  NOW  BKG  INTO  19861 

OOMHIY  THEATRE 
0171 369 1731/0171  344  4444 
-PUREENJOYNBir 
“ASTOUNDING  OMGMALJTY” 
Daly  Mai 

"UriomongtoWMaiOnSiiL. 
Rob  Morrow  In 

•BlffiDY* 

"ExtraonftanT  Gdn 
“B4THBALUMTSW 
“Bta*iglyAlw"FT 
Tima  Out  C»c*r  Cbolca 
UcrvSa  8pm.  Thj  ma  3pm, 

Sa  mat  5pm 

UmMd  numtor  of  Gcfcata 
■wdbWeatESJOontheday. 

■  LAST  TWO  WEEKS 

CfVTBnON  389  1737B44  4444 
BESTCOAEJY 
LaratcaOtoef  Mart  Nomnee 

REDUCED  SHAKESPEARE 

COMPANYm 
THE  COMPLETE  WORKS 
OFWILUA1I 

SHAKESPEARE  (abrugaco 
AI37Raysin97MkUBS 
“HUrfoua"  TneS 
MatsThwaraSatalS 
Sin  at  4.  Era  d  8pm 
THE  COMPLETE  HISTORY  OF 
AMSBCA  (abridged) 
Tuesday  at  Bjm 
London's  Longue  Roaring 
Comedy  Ml 


THEATRES 


DOMRBON  0171 656 1885/0990 
2D4oawao  oooo  8*gte^  Grps  4iB 
6096/3121997/0800614903 

The  Magic  cornu  aOva  on  stage 
DISNEY’S 

BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST 

ANEW  MUSICAL 
“THE  HOST  LAVISH,  OPULBfT, 
EYE-POPPING  SHOW  EVHtT 
-New  York  Naasday 
(tore  hom  Apr  29.  now  bookra 


DRURY LANE THEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  cc  phg  tee)  24rir7  days  0171 484 
5000/344  4444/420  OOOOGrpa  404 
5454/4133311/3128000 

MISS  SAIGON 

“THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  THE” 

NOW  IN  ITS 

8TH  BCTRAOROMARY  YEAR! 

Ew&745  Mats  WM &Sat3pn 
Good  amts  aval  for  Wad  Hat 
A  aom  parte - apply  B.O. 
ponmlmofe/posTAL 
BOOKINGS  &  PERSONAL 
CALLERS 


LYCELHI  CC&171 (56 1806 
0990  500  B0QI42O  0000/344  4444  (bfcg 
tea)  Ggs  416  6076 
TUI  RICE  & 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER'S 

JESUS  CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“Sends  Shivers  Radng  Down 
The  Spbw"  DJefegraph 
Era  7.45.  Mots  Wad  &  S3  3  1 

fro  bfcg  Ira  far  personal  cMos  a  he  , 
Lyajum  box  office  I0anv6pm). 

£15  tkbeb  tor  students  aval  Mon-Thi 
are  bookafcfen  advance. 

Now  booking  to  Saptamber 
Seme  seas  aal  a  (to  Mon -Thu 


LYRIC  SMeshiy  4*0171 494 
5045  010  bfcg to/344  4444  (bfcg  (to) 
Era  7.45.  WadASa  mats  3pm 

SIAN  PHILLIPS 

ski**  (affiant  a>  PAM  GBW 

MARLENE 

Directed  by  SEAN  HATMAS 


DUCHESS  BO/ocCITt  49*  5D75 
(no  bfcg  tee)  cc 0171 3444444/ 
4200000  (bfcg  tee) 

Royal  Shafcatpawe  Company 

THE 

HRRBAT.BED 

By  Peter  Whelan 

“A  tore  siory.  a  courtroom  dama  end 
8  moral  State  .  ONE  OF  THE  BEST 
NEW  PLAYS  THE  RSC  HAS  , 
PRODUCED*  aiknea 
MonSai  730  Mats  Wad  &  SaSOO 
Nawprtaauwing  Opens  Wted  730  j 
FOR  13WEBCSOM.Y  | 

FORTUNE  B0 &CC0171 836  ' 

2238/3128033 

EWAN  JAWS 

HOOPER  SMNONS 

Susan  HW  a 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 
Adapted  by  Stephen  Mata&att 
“Tha  noatMBng*nd  chffitag 
ptay  for  years”  D  Mai 
NOWn  ITS  STH  YEAH 
MofrSatSpm 
Mas  Tires  3pm  sa  4pm 
Runntngfliia2hra 

GARRICK  017!  494  5085/312 1990 
(ho  big  taa)  Groups  07 71 494  5454 
WINNER  OF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
The  Royal  National  Tbubv 
Production  . 

PH*  SUZANNE 

DONAGHY  BtHITSH 

BARRY  STANTON 

JB  Priestley's 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

"THRfLLMG-_KUSTBESE9r’ 

D.MaS 

"TWO  HOURS  OF 
ENTHRALLING,  ’ VISUALLY 
SHINNING  DRAMA”D.Tel 
Mon-Frt  7.45,  Sa  5.00  &  6.15, 
_ Wed  mat  230 _ 

GBEUGUD0171  4045S7/42OOOOO 
GOW  494  5454/400  0200 

ROMANCE,  ROMANCE 

Itao  New  Uuslcab 

'So  good  taey  named  i  Iwee*  D.TN 
Era  8pm  Mas  Hw  &  Sa  3pm 
MUST  CLOSE  19  APRS. 

HAYMAHKET  930  8800  (ha  bfcg  lee) 
344  4444/420 0000  (WBfi  bfcg  to 
Era8MBteTHr3&Sa5 
Royal  Exchange  Ibaalra  Co. 
OSCAR  WILDE'S 
CLASSIC  COMEDY 

LADY  WINDERMERE’S  FAN 

‘TRRESiSnBLY GLAMOROUS" 

HER  MAffSTTS  24b  491 5400 
(bfcg  tee)  CC  344  4444/4000000  (to 
Gcpa 494 5454/413 331 1/4365588 

ANDREW  LL0VD  WS8EirS 
AWARD  WMN1NG  MUSICAL 

THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

Dkadad  by  HAROLD  PHNCE 
NOWBNGTODB397 
Era  7.45  Mas  Wad  iSaODO. 
AortvaBaOacedrttortaane 

LABATTS  APOLLO,  0171 41E 
6050/4200000344  4444  (to 
41E  6075/436  5588  {gipe,  to 

(OT  RICHARD 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  0171 
928  2252  Ops  0171 620  0741. 24br 
cc  bfcg  tea  0171  420  000a 
Reese  Aw  ate  jauneyftateng 
fme. because  at  ma|ar  roednofcs. 
OUWB1  Toot  Mon  7.15. 
PB/EWS)  THE  CAUCASIAN 
CHALK  CIRCIE  ty  Bertd  BtrM 
In  a  new  wdon  by  Frank 
McGutaness 

LYTTH.TON  Today  2.15  &  730. 
Man  730  LADY  IN  THE  DARK  a 
rrutopfeytyMoB  Hart  w®i  ^ncs 
by  ka  Geralmta  and  music  by  Kuri 
Wet 

COTTESLOE  TanT,  Mon  7.00 
KING  LEAH  Wten  Shafcaspeam 

NEW  LONDON  Quy  line  WC2  BO 
0171 406 0072  CC 01 71 4044079 
24IT  01 71  344  4444/420  0000 
Qps  0171 413  331 1/4365588 
IHE/WDflB/fliOrDIWEBBV 
TiEUOTWIHWTWW. 
AWARDWNMGMIBCAL 

CATS 

Eves  7.45  Mas  Tua  A  Sa  100 
LATECObOS  NOT  ADIITTH) 

WHLE  AUDITORIUM  IS  IN 

MOTION.  PLEASE  BE  PROMT. 
Baraapenat45 

LJMJTED  Na  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
DAILY  FROM  BOX  OFRCE. 

'  OLD  VIC  0171 S2B  7818 
24)1X4200000  (no  blQ  to 

The  Peter  Hall  Cfflnpaay 

12PlayabiRepartory 
7  days  aimak 
CLOUD  MNE  | 

byCaiylCburcM 
TJlayacaiuDy  funny  DJltf 

Tkto'STomwazaopm 

WASTE 

by  Hartay  Cnanffia  Baricar 

“StapboroQ*.  gripping 
prodncfiangataHM'afirai 
season  off  to  a  Wring  atarT 

S-Tmes 

Toni  &  Wed  a  730pm 
HURLYBURLY 
by  David  Raba 

"t  to  worth  craning  over 
tartan  gtaaa  to  wm  F 

Tomor  Altai  a  730pm 
TldtoCI0-E19 

PALACE  THEATRE 01 71 -434  0909 
I  CC2«W(bfcO  to  0171 -344 4444 (bfcg 
to  Gips  0171 413  3311 

THE  WORUYS  MOST  POPULAR 

MUSICAL 


PICCADRXY  THEATRE  0171 369 
1734/bcOI  71 3444444 
NELL  DUN  ffS  COMEDY 

shaming 

Preview  Bom  Mar  1 _ 

PRMCE  EDWARD  0171 447  5400 
Fist  CM  420  01 00  CC  344  4444 
Groups  4200200 

WINNER 

BEST  CHOREOGRAPHS! 

BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

LAURENCE  OLIVER  AWARDS 
"REAL  POWER  A  PASSION 
A  BLOCKBUSTER”  D.  Tel 
“A  BIG  MAGMHCENTEPIC 
MUSICAL  A  GREAT  EVBMG 
ours.  Thao 

MARTIN  GUERRE 

BOUBLH.&SCHONBERG’S 

“MUSKALMASTbHHbUfc" 

HHerTrib 

MomSa  7.45  Mas  TtuiSa  100 
NOWBOOKWGTD  JAN199B 


Taadwrflseln 
04TERTAM4B4TS 
TetOT71 8808222  ! 

g  tec  t71 71 481 8313 


PRMCE  OF  WALES 0171 8395067 
FM  CM  420  0000  OC  344  4444  CkDB 
420  02M  teephone 0800  614903 
“HOT  FROM  BROADWAY,  AND  I 
MEAN  SMOKIN’.  BiOUGH 
B4BKSY  TO  ELECTRIFY  A 
CfTY.',afc« 

GRAMMY  AWAfSWMNNG 
MUSICAL 

SM0KEY  JOE’S  CAFE 

H€  SONGS  OF  \EBBi  &  ST0UER 
Dreded  by  Jerry  Zdc 
“AMEJ9CANGRAFHTT  MEETS 
WESTSDESTOnr  ESkL 
MorvSaSpm.  TTu&Sa  MaaSpm 
RBWCED  PRICE  TMIRS  MAT 
NOW  BOOKING  TO  JAN  T99B 

aumeBoocoin  494  5040 

cc  344  4444  Gipe«4  5454  i 

PATHLuPONE  1 

W 

MASTER  CUSS 

by  TBIISNCE  McNALLY 
Praia  18  AprAOpona  8  May 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

LONDON  (0171  494  5075] 
DUCFOS  THEATRE: 
THEI£RBALBED 
Today  U0  &  730 
STRATFORD  (01 789 295623/ CC 
0171  413 1452) 

RSC  STOPOVER  tar  delate  ’ 
01789414999 
FIST:  MERRY  WIVES  OF 
WINDSOR  Today  140 
CYMBEUNE  Toni  730 
SWAN:  LITTLE  EVOLFToday  130 
CAMBIO  REALToiT  730 
TOP.THEMVSTBOeS:THE 
CREATION  Today  130 
THE  PASSION  Tart  730 


SAVOY  BOrte  0171 838  8888  CC  420 
0000  (na  to  to  Groa  420  0200 
‘OSCAR  NOMMATED"  hd 

SIMON  CALLOW 

“la  tramp  bay  ia  irwidln  rental, 
tadd,  Inly,  ibaaMntf*  Tnrea 
THEMPORTANCEOF 
BEMG  OSCAR 
The  UHL  Triunrt  A  Tragedy 
dOecarWIde 
bylficbadnacLtennoIr 
"aoupotaiis,  UaDgaoL 
cnrapaaalunalB  Aftamy— Ofcg 
OF  THE  MOST  QUOTABLE 
SEMOUSBrTERTABiMBfTSM 
LONDON"  SmdayTmea 
"wto,  baacBM,  comparang 
aMr  F.T. 

Era  8pm  Wed  &  Sat  3pm 

LMTED  SEASON  TO  10MAY 
STRAND  THEATRE  B«  00 &cc 
(no  to  01 71 930 6800 
CCtteg  toe)  0171 344  4444/420  0000 
GnwpS  0171 413  3321/0171 436  5588 

‘BUDDY* 

Tha  Buddy  Holy  Staty 
“BttUJANT"Sui 

•BUDDY* 

"WOWCHRIL  STUFF’  $m  Tal 

'BUDDY* 

Ttres-TlteB  83  Fri  530 &  830 
&M&00&830  Sunday  100 
ALL  SEATS  1/2  PnCEHb 530 PBT 
Mi  BBCIRFYING  YEAR 
NoarboaktaaTBOetabarA 


TOCYCLE  THEATRE 
0171  328  1000 
Aten  Hound  to  KINGS 
by  &  wfli  CMstopta  Logue 
"IWiKIG"  FT 
YAUDEWLLE0171 836 9987  (no 
bfcg  fee)  cc  420  0000  (bfcg  fee) 
“FRESH,  BRAVE  A  FUNNY" 


The  New  Irish  Hi  Camadyl 

WOMEN  ON 
THE  VERGE  OF 
*HHT* 

by  Maie  Jones 

“THE  SPRIT  OF  SWffiEY 
VALSTONE  UVES  ON"  Gcta 
MofrSalal7.45Dm.Thf  &Sa  N  3Pi 


VTCTORUV  PALACE 
01718341317 
the  Lore  Stay  at 
Btod  8  Ms  Stepson 

ALWAYS 

ANEW  MUSICAL 

Patamanas  From  20  May . 
MofrSat  at  7SDpm 


WYNDHAMS  369 1738/3444444 
BEST  COMEDY 
Era  Standard  Award! 
BEST  COMEDY 


HEATHCUFF 

‘Spsctacutar.abmlng’DAW 
Some  aaeb  aval  to  ApdMay 
Uoi-3a6om 

LONDON  PAlLADtUHBO.CC 
0171494  5031344  4444 
(21  Wserv  dig)  4200000 
GrpS  0171 494  5450012  8000 
ROBERT  LINDSAY 
BEST  ACTOR  IN  A  MUSICAL 
Laurmea  OMwAmrdt 
"ROBERT  UNDSAITS  FAGM  IS 
FULL  OF  CHARM,  WARMTH  A 
GLEEFUL  CfflMWAUTY. 
ICS  A  HOOT”  D.  &p 
Hi 

OLIVER! 

3RD  OTREPRESSJBUE YEAR 
TJOtffiL  BARTS  MASTERPIECE 
I  YOU  CANT  ASK  FOR  MORE" 
STnws 

Era730 Mats  Wad&Sat  230 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAIL 
NOWFORWffKDAYPBIFB 


NOW  MtTS  1ZTH 
RECORD-BREAKING  YEAR 
Era  730  Mete  1hj& Sat  230 
Latecorrerenolodmtted 

iidtatteval 

LMTBD  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
D/ULY  FROM  BOX  OFFICE 

PHOENIX  BCVCCOITI 369 1733 
044  4444/420  0000  (to 

BEST  MUSICAL 

OfttaCranaAKKls 
Piws  &  Plrara/ter  Novrto  tmues 
WBXY  RUSSELL’S 

BLOOD  BRUISERS 

-Brfnga  ttea  auffianoa  la  Ra  taat, 
and  roaring  KaapproraT  Dual 
10TH IRKMMHANT  YEAR 
era  7.45  MBS  This  3pm  Sa  4pm 

tuwBoacmaniLMm 

PH3CADU.Y0171 369 1734 
344 4444/420 0000  (24  to 
Era  8,  Mate  Wad  3&SN  5 
THE  PETBt  HALL  COMRANY 
PETS!  BOWLES 
CARMEN  HB4RY 

SILVHtA  MCGEE 

BBC  SYKES 
In  Mcfere’s  hiatus  comfidy 

THE  SCHOOL  FOR  WIVES 

TOSmVELY  GUTTBUNGm. 
IMS  IS  AS  GOOD  AS  IT  GETT 
DMaf 

LAST2  WEEKS  AT  PICCAHILY. 
TRAHSFB1STOCOMH7Y 


To  advertise 
in 

ENTEFlTAiNMENTS. 

Tel:  0171  680  6222 
or  fax:  0171  481 9313 


ROYAL  COURT  01 715® 5000  | 
cc 4200100 04toOiMnstete(tk4a  . 
ofYorVa.  Sr  Macre's  Lane)  EAST  IS  I 
EAST  by  Ayuh  Khan-Din,  MorvSat  i 
730pn,  Sal  Mai 330pm  Upetete  1 
(Amba8tadas.WaiSfl  VOICES 
FROM  SPtAK  awe^of  raheeraed 
■aacfngs.  Ere  730  fends  todayl 
SSNNAR:  Votoaa  tan  Spate, 
Sal  330 12  to _ 


“ART 

Airewpl^r  by  Ytemha  Reza 
Trans.  byChrietopher  Hampton 
“Fty, satin  or  efcstekot  to om 
r*  New  Yak  Tanas 

DANCE 


SADLBTS  waiS  a(  Ire 
PEACOCK  T1EATRE 
(0171)  314  8800 
Dante  EaakVs 
MANDALA 
A  starting  vision  at 
one  maVs  |ounay 
UnS  19  /to 

Tuea-lhn  A  Sal  at  apm. 
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Assisi  frescoes  ‘not  by  Giotto’ 


By  Richard  Owen 

THE  peace  of  the  Umbrian  hilltop  town  of 
Assisi  has  been  shattered  by  claims  bj- 
two  respected  authorities  on  Italian  an 
that  13th-century  frescoes  in  the  town's 
great  Basilica  are  not  by  Giotto,  as  long 
believed,  but  his  neglected  older  mentor, 
Pietro  CavaDini. 

The  theory  threatens  to  stand  an 
history  on  its  head,  since  Giotto  is 
traditionally  credited  as  the  artist  who  led 
Western  art  away  from  the  flat,  stylised 
depictions  of  Byzantine  an  and  towards 
the  naturalism  and  perspective  of  modern 
Western  painting.  Dante  depicts  Giotto  in 
the  Divine  Comedy  as  the  man  who 
created  the  starting  point  for  all  Western 
art  by  giving  it  life  and  movement 

In  the  massive  Upper  Basilica  of  Assisi, 
brown-habited  Franciscan  friars  use  elec¬ 
tric  torches  to  highlight  details  of  the  great 
series  of  frescoes  on  the  lower  walls, 
painted  between  1290  and  1295.  But 
according  to  Professor  Federico  Zeri,  a 
leading  art  historian,  and  Bruno  Zanardi. 
an  art  restorer  who  has  spent  ten  years 
cleaning  the  cyde,  only  seven  of  the  28 
frescoes  can  be  said  "with  any  certainty" 
to  be  by  Giotto  di  Bondone  (1266-1337). 

Most  of  the  others,  thetwo  experts  have 
concluded,  are  by  Cavallini  (active  1273- 
1321),  who  was  feted  in  his  time  as  a 
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St  Francis  Casting  out  Denis  in 
Arezzo,  credited  to  Cavallini 

painter  and  mosairist  of  genius,  but 
whose  reputation  has  been  overshadowed 
by  that  of  his  pupil.  Professor  Zen's 
investigations  in  Assisi  with  Signar 
Zanardi  are  being  published  as  // 
Can  here  di  Giotto  (Giotto'S  Workshop). 
They  have  identified  three  painters  who 
worked  on  the  St  Frands  series.  “We  don’t 
know  who  the  first  one  was.”  Signor 


Zanardi  said.  "The  second  was  Cavallini. 
and  the  third  Giotto."  Those  paintings 
assigned  to  Giotto  by  the  two  experts 
include  "probably"  the  first  —  St  Frands 
as  a  Youth  in  the  Assisi  Market  Place  — 
and  "definitely"  the  last  six.  including  St 
Frands  Parting  from  St  Clare.  The 
Canonisation  of  St  Frands.  St  Francis 
Cures  a  Wounded  Man  in  Spain  and  St 
Francis  Frees  a  Repentant  Heretic.  The 
most  famous  "Giotto"  frescoes  —  St 
Frands  Preaching  to  the  Birds  and  St 
Frands  Casting  out  DevilsfromArezzo — 
are  credited  to  Cavallini. 

Cavallini  is  usually  considered  one  of 
many  influences  on  Giotto,  together  with 
Cimabue  and  Duccio.  But  Signor  Zanardi  f 
said  he  had  spotted  "unmistakable  resem¬ 
blances"  between  the  Assisi  frescoes  and 
surviving  works  by  Cavallini  in  Santa 
Maria  di  Trastevere  (on  the  life  of  Mary) 
and  Santa  Cedlia  di  Trastevere  (Christ, 
the  Apostles  and  the  Last  Judgment),  both 
in  Rome.  Signor  Zanardi  said  that  the 
discovery  “in  no  way  detracts  from 
Giotto’s  greatness ...  but  we  shall  have  to 
reassess  CavaJlini’s  contribution  to  the 
development  of  art".  Confusion  had 
arisen  partly  because  of.  the  mistaken 
assertion  by  Giorgio' Vasttri,  the  Renais¬ 
sance  artist  and'  biographer,  that 
Cavallini  was  the  pupil  and  follower  of 
Giotto,  when  in  fact  the  reverse  was  true. 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

ELECTION  97  READER  FORUM 

YOUR  CHANCE  TO 
MEET  JOHN  MAJOR 

Next  Tuesday  is  your 
chance  to  tell  John  Major 
what  you  think  about  his 
government.  You  can  also 
ask  him  what  he  would  do 
with  five  more  years  in 
power.  This  is  a  unique 
opportunity  for  readers  of 
The  Times  and  The 
Sunday  Times  to  have  a 
say  in  the  general 
election  campaign  with 
the  most  powerful  man 
in  the  country 

The  Prime  Minister  will  speak  for  about  20  minutes  before  answering  questions  from  the  audiencp  Tb» 
event,  to  be  held  In  central  London  on  Tuesday.  April  15,  will  take  place  between  8pm  arnd  5,30pm. 

Tickets,  which  must  be  booked  in  advance,  are  £10  each  (£7.50  for  students,  pensioners  and 

unemployed).  Telephone  First  Call  on  0171-420  0000.  Lines  are  open  24  hours. 


ft  you  can’t  attend  the  meeting,  you  can  still  hear,  see  and  read  about 
the  event  as  ft  happens  PLUS  submit  your  questions  to  John  Maior 
by  linking  up  with  LfneOne  on  the  internet  Point  your  browser  at 
www-LineOne.net  or  call  the  helpline,  free,  on  0800  111  210 


the  times  Saturday  april  12 1997 
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M  OPINION 

If  Truffaut 
could  cross  the 
great  divide 
between  scribes 
and  directors,  why 
not  our  critics? 


■  BUILDINGS 

New  neighbours 
for  St  Paul’s: 
the  City  of 
London  will 
soon  look 
rather  different 
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He’s  back  and 
he’s  in  form: 
the  indestructible 
Biyan  Adams 
shows  his  dass 
at  Wembley  Arena 


■  ON  MONDAY 

Is  Covent  Garden 
selling  the 
public  short? 
Rodney  M  lines 
scrutinises  a 
makeshift  season 


It  won’t  be  half  as  much  fun  as 
the  revenge  tragedies  of  the 
Jacobean  era.  of  course,  which 
jnvarmbJy  end  with  some  crazed 
Media  nymphomaniac  poisoner 
staggering  across  the  stage,  knee- 
J"  .Souged  ey“  and 
disembowelled  torsos,  and  plung- 
“8  ®  blade  into  her  incestuous 
half-brother  with  a  fruity  curse 
Nevertheless,  the  revenge  drama 
currently  being  enacted  at  the 
Battersea  Arts  Centre  will  surely 
make  up  in  verbal  barbs  what  it 
lacks  in  corpses. 

Four  intrepid  theatre  critics 
have  crossed  the  footlights,  and  the 
alleged  Great  Divide,  by  agreeing 
to  direct  plays.  They  include  two 
scribes  whose  exquisitely  honed 
prose  graces  these  pages  —  the 
seasoned  Jeremy  Kingston  and  the 
vibrant  young  James  Christopher 
as  well  as  The  Guardian's 
Michael  Billington  and  the 
London  Evening  Standard's  Nich¬ 
olas  de  Jongh. 

In  the  audience  last  night  were 
some  of  the  theatre  directors 
whose  productions  the  critics  have 


Will  this  production  run  and  ruin? 


so  wittily  belittled  in  the  past  And. 
in  the  spirit  of  the  enterprise, 
several  directors  are  turning  into 
critics  for  a  night  Which  is 
perhaps  just  as  well,  since  some  of 
the  other  critics  (ie.  the  ones  who 
aren’t  directing  shows)  have  re¬ 
fused  to  review  the  ones  that  are, 
on  the  grounds  that  they  don’t 
write  abort  amateur  theatre.  I  say. 
girls,  cairn  down.  Anyway.  Sir 
Peter  Hall’s  review  of  Mr  Kings¬ 
ton’s  efforts  will  be  in  The  Times 
on  Monday.  (No  more  than  oOO 
words  please.  Hall,  and  do  try  to 
keep  the  paragraphs  short) 

All  this  came  about  because  of 
Michael  Bogdanov,  a  director 
whose  nickname  among  theatre 
critics  —  "Badger”  —  goes  some 
way  to  explaining  why  he  hates 
them  with  more  vigour  than 
anybody  else  on  the  British  stage. 
Except,  perhaps  the  terrifying 
Steven  Berkoff,  who  always  seems 


to  be  on  the  point  of  emulating 
Vincent  Price  in  Theatre  of  Blood 
and  embarking  on  a  bout  of 
hackidde.  Or  Jonathan  Miller, 
whose  monthly  threats  never  to 
direct  opera  in  Britain  again  are 
invariably  accompanied  by  a  ti¬ 
rade  against  critics  who  fail  to 
understand  his  point.  (The  first 
time  I  ever  talked  to  Miller  his 
greeting  remark  was:  “The  Timer's 
review  of  my  Tosco  production  this 
morning  was  disgracefully  imper¬ 
tinent  —  and  [  use  the  word  in  the 
17th-century  sense.”) 

Then  there’s  the  pushy  teenage 
violinist  Vanessa-Mae.  who  re¬ 
cently  took  an  advertisement  to 
cast  aspersions  on  a  critic's  qualifi¬ 
cations.  And  Stephen  Fry,  who 
burst  into  tears  and  left  the 
country  after  bring  panned.  Actu¬ 
ally.  now  I  think  about  it,  almost 
everybody  in  the  arts  hates  critics. 

Anyway,  last  year  Bogdanov 
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wrote  a  New  Statesman  article 
daiming  that  critics  don’t  have  the 
foggiest  notion  about  what  goes  on 
behind  the  scenes.  That  taunt  has 
been  around  as  long  as  show 
business  itself,  and  it’s  quite 


understandable.  After  all.  if  you 
have  spent  months  of  your  life,  and 
large  wads  of  other  people's 
money,  mounting  a  spectacular 
show  which  is  then  chewed  up  in 
print  by  a  bunch  of  (in  your  view) 
myopic,  malicious  and  mentally 
deranged  hacks,  you  can  easily 
believe  yourself  to  be  the  victim  of 
impertinence —in  the  17th-century 
-  sense,  of  course. 

But  is  it  true  that  critics  as  a 
breed  have  virtually  no  experience 
of  what  they  huff  and  puff  about? 
And  if  it  is,  does  it  matter?  The 
answer  to  the  fust  question  is  that 
there  have  been  many  practitio¬ 
ner-critics  in  history,  and  there  are 
a  good  number  today.  Berlioz  and 
Schumann  wrote  about  music 
with  as  much  passion  as  they 
wrote  the  actual  minims  and 
quavers.  The  history  of  cinema  is 
stuffed  with  cri  tics-tumed-d  hec¬ 
tors.  especially  in  France;  think  of 


Truffaut.  Chabrol.  Godard.  Taver¬ 
nier.  The  nouvelle  vague  was 
bring  vague  in  print  long  before  it 
was  being  nouvelle  on  screen 
Obvious  painter-critics  are  Rus- 
kin  and  Fry.  but  three  present-day 
British  critics  -  William  Ricker. 
William  Feaver  and  Giles  Auty  — 
recently  mounted  a  joint  exhibi¬ 
tion.  As  for  the  theatre.  Shaw  was 
also  a  magnificent  critic  and  so 
was  Tynan  before  he  got  interested 
in  sex  (never  a  good  idea  for  critics) 
and  devised  Oh.  Calcutta!. 

Clearly,  if  you  know)  your 
artform  from  the  inside  you 
have  certain  advantages  as 
a  critic.  You  can  scatter  lots  of 
coded  secrets  into  your  text.  But 
there  are  dangers.  You  can  get  too 
friendly  with  people  whom  you 
may  have  to  review  unfavourably. 
True,  the  female  music  critic  who 
declared  that  she  alwavs  found  it 


useful  to  “discuss  a  conductor's 
interpretation  in  the  bath  with  him 
afterwards"  is  fondly  remem¬ 
bered .  She  was  exceptional  —  in 
every  sense.  I’m  sure.  A  more 
common  problem  is  what  happens 
in  the  literary  world:  Camden 
Town  buddies  reviewing  each 
other’s  books. 

No  single  philosophy  holds  true 
for  all  newspaper  critics."  Some 
take  the  narrow  consumerist  line 
that  their  only  real  obligation  is  to 
tell  their  readers  whether  a  show  is 
worth  the  ticket-price.  Others  feel  a 
duty  to  guide  performers,  play- 
wrightsor  composers  to  perfection 
of  their  craft.  Others  have  a 
missionary  zeal  about  promoting  a 
particular  school. 

And  there  are  some  working  in 
British  newspapers  today  who 
nearly  always  get  everything 
wrong,  but  are  such  good  fun  to 
read  that  no  sane  editor  would 
ever  sack  them.  You  see,  critics  are 
in  the  entertainment  business  too. 
And  they  don’t  need  to  start 
directing  plays  to  prove  it.  But 
dahlings  —  break  a  leg! 


ARCHITECTURE:  Marcus  Binney  on  how  the  Square  Mile  learnt  to  stay  open  after  hours  [  Working  ClclSS  hCfO 
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he  City  of  London  is 
changing  for  the  bet¬ 
ter.  And,  like  all  the 
best  changes  in 
London,  it  is  not  planned,  but 
organic. 

For  years,  the  single-minded 
policy  of  the  City  fathers  was 
offices,  offices  and  more  of¬ 
fices.  All  other  uses  were 
steadily  driven  out  —  small 
businesses,  shops,  and  not  a 
resident  outside  the  Barbican. 

Now,  by  the  greatest  of 
ironies,  just  as  the  anti-terror¬ 
ist  Ring  of  Steel  has  been 
extended,  the  invisible  wall  is 
coming  down.  One  of  the  first 
to  see.  and  seize,  the  opportu¬ 
nity  has  been  -Sir  Terence 
Conran,  who  has  bought  the 
rundown  Great  Eastern  Hold 
at  Liverpool  Street  station  with 
Malmaison.  the  group  that 
has  brought  stylish  hotels  to 
inner-city  Glasgow  and  Edin¬ 
burgh’s  once  famously  rough 
port  of  Leith. 

“People  say  to  me  the  City  is 
dead  after  eight  o’clock  in  the 
evenings  and  at  weekends," 
Conran  says.  “I  reply  of  course 
—  nothing’s  open  and  there’s 
nothing  to  da”  Conran  has 
permission  to  restore  the  or¬ 
nate  Abercom  Roams  with  an 
oyster  bar,  chop  house  and 
brasseries,  and  to  sort  out  the 
warren  of  accommodation  up¬ 
stairs  by  introducing  a  large, 
circular  atrium  with  bed¬ 
rooms  opening  off  the  balco¬ 
nies.  It  is  a  two-year  task,  but 
later  this  summer  Cbnran  will 
test  the  water  by  taking  the 
roof  restaurant  on  Lord 
Palumbo’s  No  1  Poultry. 

On  the  hotel  front  Conran 
is  likely  to  be  beaten  by  the 
Franklin  group,  .owners  of 
Duke’s  Hotel  in  St  James’s, 
which  hopes  shortly  to  obtain 
permission  to  convert  the  for¬ 
mer  City  Bank  at  5. 
Threadneedle  Street  into  a 
super-comfortable  65-bed¬ 
room  hotel.  The  director. 
David  Naylor-Leyland,  says: 
“In  the  Wesr  End  we  have 
guests  who  get  in  at  one  in  the 
morning  and  leave  again  at 
six.  They’re  over  here  to  do 
deals  in  the  City.  We’ll  give 
them  large  bedrooms  on  the 
spot,  with  all  the  telephones 
and  computer  back-up  they' 
need.” 

Naylor-Leyland  argues  that 
the  fall  in  office  values  has 
Wforted  owners  to  look  at  other 
uses.  Recently  Thorestone  In¬ 
vestments  bought  the  sumptu¬ 
ous  Edwardian  Hong  Kong 
and  Shanghai  Bank  (more 
recently  Barclays)  ?n 


London's  business  and  hanking  centre,  seen  here  from  the  British  Telecom  tower,  has  been  a  no-go  area  for  seekers  of  nightlife — until  now 


THE  defining  moment  on  the  first 
of  Bryan  Adams’s  five  nights  in  the 
sterile  venue  of  Wembley  Arena 
came  40  minutes  into  a  two-and-a- 
half-hour  set,  Nigel  Williamson 
writes.  As  he  sang  (Everything  / 
Do)  l  Do  It  For  You,  the  syrupy 
ballad  that  sat  at  No  1  for  16  weeks 
in  1991. 1  noticed  that  at  least  half 
the  audience  was  singing  along, 
eyes  dosed. 

It  was  a  triumphant  display  of 
the  transforming  •  power  of 
rock’n'roll:  in  some  temporary  but 
powerful  suspension  of  disbelief, 
people  had  convinced  themselves 
that  for  a  moment,  Adams  really 
was  doing  it  just  for  them.  In  the 
face  of  such  rapport  the  critic  feels 
almost  an  irrelevance. 

Adams’s  detractors  say  that  his 
ballads  have  a  paint-by-numbers 
approach  and  the  up-tempo  songs 
sound  as  if  they  have  rolled  off  a 
production  line.  But  few  perform¬ 
ers  fill  in  the  blanks  or  press  all  the 
right  buttons  quite  so  meticulous¬ 
ly.  You  know  that  your  musical 
emotions  are  being  manipulated, 
but  Adams  does  it  in  such  an. 
engaging  way  that  you  don't  mind. 

He  first  appeared  on  a  mini¬ 
stage  in  the  middle  of  the  auditori¬ 
um  for  two  solo  numbers,  before 
taking  the  main  stage  with  a  five- 
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piece  band  for  The  Only  Thing 
that  Looks  Good  on  Me  is  You, 
while  eight  models  paraded  on  a 
catwalk  in  front  of  him.  Adams 
went  on  to  perform  nearly  30  songs 
of  varying  style  and  quality,  from 
the  great  Run  to  You  (even  if  the 
guitar  riff  is  borrowed  from  Blue 
Oyster  Cult)  to  the  dire  18  ’ Til  I  Die 
which,  at  more  than  double  the 
age.  he  somehow  managed  to  sing 
without  even  a  hint  of  irony. 

The  prickly  sensitivity  of  his 
voice  means  that,  like  Rod  Stewart. 
Adams  can  switch  easily  from  tear- 
jerker $  such  as  Straight  from  the 
Heart  to  raucous  rockers  tike  Hey 
Elvis.  Bark  on  the  mini-stage  in  the 
middle  of  the  crowd,  he  and  the 
band  essayed  a  punk  version  of 
Eddie  Cochran's  Cmon  Every¬ 
body  before  ending  with  Let’s 
Make  a  Night  to  Remember  and 
Adams’s  anthem,  the  stomping 
Summer  of  '69  (the  year  in  which 
the  docks  appear  to  have  stopped 
in  Ibis  Peter  Pan  world  of  mythical 
rock’n'roll  youth). 

Adams  does  not  set  trends  and 
no  one  would  call  him  an  innova¬ 
tor.  It’s  just  that  he  rocks  harder 
than  almost  all  of  the  competition. 


Leases  on 
life  for 
the  City 


Gracechurch  Street  with  a 
view  to  converting  it  into 
another  hotel.  Anthony 
Thorpe,  a  director,  says; 
"We’ve  been  talking  to  an 
American  group  which 
specialises  in  business  hotels. 
The  hanking  hall,  with  its 
ornate  dames  and  Chinese 
figurines,  has  been  pre-let  to  a 
restaurant” 

Thorpe  has  just  obtained 
permission  to  convert  a  hand¬ 
some  Edwardian  office  a l  15, 
Trinity  Square,  into  20  apart¬ 
ment;  looking  out  over  the 
Tower  of  London  and  the 
Thames. 

NatWest  now  has  its  own 


The  Flexible  Mortgage 
See  Page  3  8 


development  team  at  work  in 
die.  City.  The  slick  exterior  of 
Seifert’s  NatWest  Tower  has 
been  restored  as  it  was  before 
the  IRA  bomb  explosion  in 
1993.  and  an  eye-catching  en¬ 
trance  hall  is  being  added  at 
the  bottom  hall. 

NatWest’s  banking  hall  in 
Threadneedle  Street  has  just 
reopened  as  an  art  gallery, 
and  Sir  Michael  Hopkins  has 
been  called  in  to  provide  an 
imaginative  solution  for  the 
bank's  huge  slice  of  empty 
historic  property  along  Old 
Broad  Street.  This  spring  it 
will  unveil  the  newly  restored 
banking  hall  by  Sir  Edwin 
Cooper  at  1.  Prince’s  Street. 

For  years.  London's  tourists 
were  bussed  to  St  Raul’s  and 
the  Tower,  but  never  encour¬ 
aged  to  explore  the  City.  Now 
the  Bank  of  England  has  a 
museum  overflowing  with 
Japanese  tourists.  Not  long 
ago,  the  infamous  Tem pieman 
report  suggested  closure  or 
disposal  of  27  of  the  City’s 
churches.  Now  the  threat  has 
vanished  and  the  new  bishop 
has  taken  up  residence  in  the 
old  Deaneiy.  near  St  Paul’s.  St 
Helen’s  Bishopsgate  and  St 
Andrew  Undershaft  have  been 
restored  after  bomb  damage. 


as  has  the  fire-damaged  St 
Mary  at  Hill,  although  more 
money  is  needed  to  put  back 
the  superb  Wren  woodwork. 
The  best  surprise  of  all  is  the 
rich  interior  of  Bevis  Marks 
Synagogue  of  1701.  whose 
restoration  was  completed  last 
year. 

The  City’s  famous  Victorian 
markets  are  there  to  visit  — 
Leadenhall.  freshly  painted 
and  still  selling  meat  and 
poultry  and  Smithfield.  half¬ 
way  through  a  £20  million 
programme  of  works  to  meet 
EC  regulations.  Spitalfields. 
condemned  to  demolition, 
now  has  tennis  courts,  play¬ 
grounds  and  London’s  first 
new  opera  house  in  a  century, 
while  Billingsgate  fish  market 
—  saved,  restored  and  then  left 
empty  for  a  decade  —  now  has 
people  busy  at  work  in  yet 
another  branch  of  NatWest 
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iverpool  Street  station, 
its  spectacular  Victori¬ 
an  ironwork  reconfig¬ 
ured  to  a  new  trade 
layout  is  worth  a  visit  for  the 
sushi  bar  alone,  where  dishes 
come  circling  round  on  a 
midget  conveyor. 

The  City’s  numerous  hand¬ 
some  pubs  serve  far  better 
food  than  those  in  the  West 
End.  Marks  &  Spencer  now 
has  two  stores  in  the  Square 
Mile.  A  smart  new  Pizza 
Express,  sizzling  with  blue 
neon,  is  suspended  over  the 
crossroads  at  London  Wall. 

There  are  plans  afoot  to  turn 
the  magnificent  courtyard  of 
the  Royal  Exchange,  opposite 
the  Bank  of  England,  into  yet 
another  large  brasserie,  al¬ 
though  Guardian  Royal  Ex¬ 
change,  which  occupies  the 
offices  above,  is  reportedly 
hostile  to  the  idea.  But  with 
Mara)  Pierre  White  being 
talked  of  as  the  chef,  the 
pressure  is  on. 
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CHANGING  TIMES 


Alan  Coren 


■  What  has  the 
Profumo  Affair  to 
do  with  my  bathroom? 

I  have  just  been  squatting  on  the  Cliveden 
bidet  Not.  sadly,  the  bidet  of  Cliveden, 
for  I  should  have  been  ridded  no  end  — 
as  it  were  —  to  have  settled  my  buttocks 
where  the  great  and  good  once  settled  theiis: 
to  have  savoured  just  the  merest  snatch  of 
■  how  it  must  have  felt  in  1963,  to  be  Christine 
Keeler,  staring  at  the  golden  taps  and 
wondering  what  a  nice  girl  like  her  was 
doing  in  a  joint  like  this.  Waiting,  perhaps, 
for  the  War  Minister,  John  Profumo,  to  bang 
on  the  door  and  inquire  whether  she  was 
going  to  be  all  bloody  day  in  there.  But  this 
bidet  of  mine  wasn’t  in  Cliveden,  it  was  in 
Islington.  It  was  only  called  the  Cliveden-  It 
wasn't  even  connected,  let  alone  well.  And  I 
had  my  trousers  on. 

I  had  them  on  when  I  sat  on  the 
Sandringham,  loo.  Do  not  begin  to  think 
about  what  l  began  to  think  about  when  I  sat 
on  the  Sandringham.  Though,  mind  you,  it 
wasn't  half  as  unnerving  as  what  I  thought 
about  when  I  sat  on  the  Cottage.  That  is 
another  bathroom  suite  in  the  Armitage 
Shanks  range.  So  is  the  Tiffany.  And  the 
Lichfield.  And  the  Claudette.  There  they  all 
were  in  the  Islington  showroom,  in  serried 
rank,  set  up  and  twinkled  to  their  best  by 
loving  hands  eager  for  them  to  appeal  to  the 
potential  owners  who  strolled,  and  stared, 
and  touched,  and  murmured,  and  pondered. 
Ft  was  a  tittle  like  Battersea  Dogs  Home, 
except  for  the  imploring  eyes.  That  and  the 
fact  that  if  you  are  looking  for  a  new  dog.  you 
do  not  try  sitting  on  it. 

The  assistant  was  not  entirely  happy  about 
the  sitting.  In  truth,  1  was  not  that  happy  my¬ 
self.  because  I  was  wearing  my  brown  trilby; 
readers  who  may  occasionally  have  spotted 
my  Front-page  mugshot  in  this  hat  will  per¬ 
haps  appreciate  my  unease  better  than  those 
who  haven't,  but  even  these  latter  may  be 
able  to  empathise.  One  does  not  cut  much  of 
a  dash  sitting  on  a  bidet  in  a  brown  trilby. 
And,  since  you  suggest,  one  cuts  even  less  of 
a  dash  by  taking  it  off  and  sitting  on  a  bidet 
with  a  brown  trilby  on  one's  knee.  I  cannot 
explain  why  this  is  so.  You  had  to  be  there. 

I  did.  anyway.  I  had  to  be  there  because  we 
are  having  a  new  bathroom  built,  and  there 
Is  no  point  ordering  new  bathroom  furniture 
without  trying  it  out.  checking  its  comfort,  all 
that,  so  while  my  wife  lay  in  a  number  of 
baths.  I  sat  on  the  other  stuff.  That  is  why  the 
assistant  was  not  entirely  happy,  because 
what  his  elegant  showroom  had  been  set  up 
to  show  was  his  goods  at  their  very  best, 
looking  just  as  they  did  in  the  smart  glossy 
brochure,  and  in  that  brochure  Armitage 
Shanks,  though  it  had  chosen  to  indude  a 
slim  girl  in  a  small  towel  aiming  out  of  the 
shower,  had  not  chosen  to  include  a  plump 
man  in  a  big  hat  sitting  on  the  bidet  You 
could  tell  how  unentirely  happy  the  assistant 
was  by  looking  at  him  while  lie  was  looking 
at  the  other  potential  customers  looking  at 
me.  and,  as  the  result,  probably  becoming 
less  potential  by  the  second. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that,  whenever 
I  sat  on  something  new,  we  had  to  talk 
about  it  We  had  to  talk  about  what, 
both  male  and  female,  had  to  get  washed,  and 
whether  what  I  was  sitting  on  was  up  to  these 
tasks  irrespective  of  gender  —  the  Claudette, 
for  example,  and  despite  its  name,  has,  for  a 
man.  a  very  useful  indentation  of  the  rim 
which  is  absent  from,  surprisingly,  the 
Cottage;  but  then  again,  rite  Cottage  incorpo¬ 
rates  a  soap  recess,  which  the  Claudette 
ignores  —  and  the  assistant,  though  excellent 
in  every  other  way.  was  not  quite  up  to 
discussing  with  a  man  sitting  below  him  in  a 
brown  trilby  how  best,  for  example,  to  get  his 
works  over  the  rim  of  the  Cottage  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  the  soap  dish  absent  from 
the  works-friendly  Claudette. 

Though  none  of  this  —  it  was,  after  all, 
man-to-man  —  was  quite  as  tricky  for  him  to 
handle  as  the  questions  T  was  required  to  ask 
on  Mrs  Coren’s  behalf,  regarding  spray- 
spread.  jet  power  and  so  on.  not  least 
because  Mrs  Coren’s  head  kept  suddenly 
reappearing  around  us  as  she  sat  up  in 
different  baths,  and  the  assistant  was  clearly 
unsettled  by  the  risk  of  her  overhearing 
something  which  concerned  her  intimately. 

Ir  didn't  bother  me,  that  It  served  bar  right 
for  insisting  on  testing  only  the  baths 
because,  she  said,  it  would  be  embarrassing 
for  her  to  do  the  bidets.  I  fail  to  see  why.  She 
doesn’t  even  own  a  hat 


The  British  love  Italian  cuisine,  but  in  Italy  they  now  prefer  to  diet  or  eat  fast  food,  says  Philip  Delves  Broughton 
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Ever  since  Caesar  crossed  the 
Channel,  his  head  smeared  in  oil. 
his  hose  turned  up  at  the  woad- 
scrubbed  natives,  the  English  have 
envied  &e  Italian  way  of  life.  Rome 
could  be  Ming,  Vesuvius  exploding,  the 
Allies  invading,  but  the  Italians  always 
seemed  to  find  lime  for  lunch.  As  the 
early  Britons  grubbed  and  foraged,  the 
Romans  sat  in  their  encampments 
gorging  on  aurochs  dripping  and  heavi¬ 
ly  seasoned  fowl. 

To  this  day.  Chian tishire  entices  the 
English  with  the  promise  of  a  world 
where  the  fatness  of  an  olive  is  more 
important  than  the  next  job  promotion, 
die  rotundity  of  a  wine  of  greater 
moment  than  the  minutiae  of  a  mega¬ 
deal. 

In  Italian  cities,  it  seemed  that  even 
the  most  hyperactive  businessman  still 
had  time  to  sit  down  with  his  family  for 
multi-course  meals  in  the  middle  of  the 
day.  Not  any  longer.  According  to  a 
report  from  the  Italian  National  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Nutrition.  Italians  are  not  only 
eating  less,  they  are  eating  less  well.  At 
the  same  time,  Britain,  having  learnt  so 
much  from  the  Italians,  is  ready  and 
willing  to  take  on  the  mantle  as  the 
epicurean's  paradise. 

In  1996,  the  Italian  food  industry 
registered  a  M  in  production  for  the 
tint  time  in  more  than  a  decade.  While 
sales  of  pasta  have  held  up,  less  meat, 
wine,  vegetables  and  dairy  products  are 
being  sold.  Most  Italians  can  still  make 


spaghetti  but  panic  at  anything  more 
complicated,  preferring  to  buy  ready¬ 
made  and  frozen  dishes  instead.  Rather 
than  sitting  down  for  a  proper  lunch, 
they  prefer  to  peck  at  low-fiat,  vitamin- 
enriched  fast  foods. 

In  pop  cultural  terms,  the  damage 
was  done  when  Sophia  Loren  revealed 
that  she  kept  her  looks  by  eating 
sparingly  and  working  out  regularly, 
puncturing  the  myth  of  the  pasta-eating 
Neapolitan  fertility  goddess. 

Luciano  Pavarotti  did  not  help  the 
Italian  male  by  going  on  a  diet  of  lemons 
and  not  much  else.  He  stopped  bang  a 
sensual,  pleasure-loving  artist  and  be¬ 
came  instead  a  shame-faced  fat  man. 

Others  argue  that  Italians  are  not 
eating  properly  because  they  are  catch¬ 
ing  up  with  modem  social  trends.  The 
traditional  mamma .  trailing  behind 
mothers  in  northern  Europe,  is  now 
increasingly  working  as  well  as  looking 
after  children,  so  has  less  time  for  the 
loving  preparation  of  tiramisu.  Britain 
passed  through  its  snack  phase,  like  the 
recession,  earlier  than  most  and  has 


I  prefer  my 
morality  to 
be  private, 
Your  Grace 

Prelatical  presumption  is  treated  with 
undue  respect  in  elections.  And  I  dislike 
clerics  telling  me  how  to  lead  my  life 

Every  good  election  needs  a  “remoralise",  and  exile  to  a  hermit's  ce 
bishop.  As  tiie  argument  gets  all  who  broke  the  rule.  Pulpit  dich&s  an< 
acrimonious,  as  the  soundbites  parsonical  platitudes  are  one  thing,  lik 
start  to  sting,  noses  twitch  30-second  phone-ins,  party  political 


Every  good  election  needs  a 
bishop.  As  tiie  argument  gets 
acrimonious,  as  the  soundbites 
start  to  sting,  noses  twitch 
across  the  Close.  On  goes  tiie  surplice 
and  the  mitre,  down  comes  the  Book  of 
Platitudes.  The  Times  is  telephoned.  A 
shiver  runs  through  the  middle  classes 
as  they  prepare  for  a  mild  flagellation. 
Episcopal  intervention  in  politics  is  like 
Rogantide  or  Lammas,  a  harmless  feast 
without  which  England  would  not  be 
England. 

But  is  it  harmless?  This  week  it  was 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  who  felt 

moved  to  utter.  The  _ 

Chief  Rabbi  had  al- 

ready  thundered  his  ( 

new  moral  autocra-  %  y  4/h 

cy.  The  Bishop  of  ll///, 

Liverpool,  the  Right  — . 

Rev  David.  Shep-  T 

pard,  on  Monday  I 

gave  tiie  uneraplpy-  \\J  ! vi 

ment  debate  his  usu-  § 

al  left-arm  spin.  ■  —  - 

Asked  .  whether  it 
was  right  to  intervene  in' politics,  he  said 
that  “underneath  social  and  political 
issues  lie  spiritual  truths  . . .  politicians 
are  not  the  only  people  who  can  bring 
about  change." 

Then  on  Thursday  came  Dr  Carey's 
moment  “Trust  has  suddenly  become  a 
significant  electoral  word,"  he  wrote, 
“and  properly  so  ...  Our  society  has 
become  morally  reticent  even  inarticu¬ 
late."  He  protested  at  the  “popular 
cultural  assumption  that  to  try  to  define 
something  as  good  and  right  in  an 
absolute  sense  is  an  unwarranted  and 
potentially  oppressive  incursion"  on  the 
private  domain. 

If  I  were  to  rewrite  election  law  I 
would  ban  the  word  morality  from  the 
campaign.  I  would  ban  its  derivatives,' 
morals,  moraliser,  immoral  and 


Simon 

Jenkins 


“remoralise"  and  exile  to  a  hermit’s  cell 
all  who  broke  tiie  rule.  Pulpit  dich&s  and 
parsonical  platitudes  are  one  thing,  like 
30-second  phone-ins.  party  politicals 
and  vapid  manifestos,  they  are  tiie 
background  static  of  an  election.  But 
giving  a  moral  overlay  to  an  argument 
about  policy  is  more  than  that  It  seeks  to 
add  a  magic  ingredient  to  help  that 
argument  on  its  way. 

In  tiie  case  of  Wednesday’s  Council  of 
Churches'  report  on  unemployment,  tiie 
purpose  was  unmistakable.  If  Labour 
will  not  speak  up  for  the  poor,  then  the 
churches  wflL  The  report  called  for 
________  higher  taxes  on  the 

rich,  a  national  mini- 
mum  wage,  more 
'fill  rights  for  trade 

-  {JiV  unions  and  a  shorter 

y  m  working  week.  The 

f  .  ^  _  report  implied  that 

1  higher  redistributive 
k  [/[[/%}  taxes  were  a  moral 
\,9  virtue  and  protested 

—  -  at  the  “moral  indig¬ 

nation  of  the  rich 
over  tiie  dishonesty  of  the  poor".  From  a 
Labour  candidate  this  would  evoke  no 
more  than  a  call  from  Tony  Blair’s  office, 
with  orders  to  stand  down  and  accept  a 
peerage  in  the  new  Parliament  From  a 
multi-faith  church  body  it  carries  a 
protective  halo.  On  presenting  the 
report,  Bishop  Sheppard  was  not  tom 
limb  from  limb  by  a  BBC  arm-wrestler. 
He  was  treated  with  the  deference  due  to 
the  doth.  You  do  not  interrupt  a  bishop 
halfway  through  his  first  soundbite.  The 
Force  is  with  him. 

Bishop  Sheppard  is  an  old  trooper.  He 
has  used  his  pulpit  to  win  more  cash  for 
Liverpool  over  the  years  than  any  other 
dty  in  Britain.  His  diocese  is  an 
examplar  of  the  public  sector  dependen¬ 
cy  he  so  fervently  espouses.  If  his  policies 
worked,  Merseyside  would  by  now  be 


emerged  with  a  more  sophisticated  fast- 
food  culture.  Italy  may  soon  catch  up. 

But  there  is  another  more  sinister 
factor.  Italians  have  turned  away  from 
square  meals  to  snacks  at  the  same  time 
that  they  have  been  leap-frogging  Brit¬ 
ain  in  terms  of  GDP.  The  British  contest 
some  of  the  figures,  bur  in  Italy  they  are 
confident  and  proud  that  the  Nineties 
have  seen  them  trumping  Britain  in 
economic  terms  for  the  first  rime  since 
the  days  of  Imperial  Rome. 

The  sorts  of  people  who  measure 
national  prosperity  simply  by 
GDP  are  also  the  sorts  who 
neglect  to  eat  properly.  Their  ascendan¬ 
cy  has  meant  that  the  Italians  have 
microwaved  their  quality  of  life  for  a 
higher  position  up  an  economic  league 
table. 

"U's  chaos,  above  all  mental  chaos." 
Michele  Carruba,  a  leading  Italian 
nutritionist,  told  La  Stampa.  “We  are 
losing  a  very  healthy  alimentary  tradi¬ 
tion  based  on  carbohydrates,  protein 
and  a  variety  of  vegetables  —  the  old 


tradition  of  ‘a  food  for  every  day*, 
gnocchi  on  Thursday,  fish  on  Friday  and 
so  on.  "Neuroses,  he  adds,  are  spreading 
as  a  result.  .  . 

The  food  mood  in  Britain  is  quite  the 
reverse.  For  many  years,  the  British  sat 
at  the  feet  of  the  impossibly  haughty 
French  chefs  and  their  alchemy  which 
created  such  incredible  sauces,  roux  and 
pastry.  It  took  Italy  to  alert  us  to  the  fact 
that  our  French  fixation  had  yielded 
linle  more  than  the  crepe  suzette.  a 
showy,  sugary,  banal  concoction,  as 
redolent  of  the  1970s  as  Ford  Capns. 

From  pizzas  and  pasta  ar  one  end  to 
Elizabeth  David  and  the  River  Cafi 
Cook  Book  at  the  other.  Italy  was  the 
most  important  influence  in  teaching 
Britain  about  the  importance  of  quality 
over  quantity  of  ingredients,  elegant 
simplicity  in  presentation  over  pointless 
elaboration. 

Italian  food  freed  us  from  Gallic 
hegemony  with  the  lesson  that  in  food  as 
in  modernist  architecture,  form  followed, 
function.  Use  decent  ingredients  and 
they  will  look  and  taste  right  with 


The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury;  exponent  of  a  new  moral  correctness? 


outperforming  Silicon  Valley.  They  have 
not  worked.  But  at  least  the  bishop 
carries  his  torch  with  panache.  When 
Mr  Blair  reforms  local  government,  he 
should  stand  as  mayor  erf  Liverpool  and 
test  his  views  on  the  hustings. 

The  Archbishop  and  the  Chief  Rabbi 
are  treading  a  more  subtle,  and  thus 
more  dangerous,  path.  Both  seek  priori¬ 
ty  on  the  political  agenda  for  their 
favourite  policies,  especially  on  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  family,  and  do  so  by 
claiming  that  these  policies  contain  a 
special  moral  yeast.  We  are  nervous  of 
absolutism,  says  Dr  Carey.  The  relativ¬ 
ist  barbarians  are  at  the  gates.  While 
Bishop  Sheppard  wants  to  make  young 
mothers  stay  at  home  to  look  after  their 
children,  tiie  Archbishop  wants  a 
shorter  national  curriculum  so  “moral¬ 
ity"  can  be  taught  in  school.  Other 
authoritarians  are  about  to  ban  hunting, 
tag  parents  of  juvenile  delinquents  and 
appoint  censors  to  investigate  school 
books.  Who  knows  where  this  will  lead? 
The  new  moral  correctness  will  make  its 
political  variety  seem  tame. 

I  see  this  as  a  concerted  attempt  to  de- 
rationalise  politics.  We  now  have  senior 


dergy  variously  declaring  that  a  wider 
tax  base,  higher  tax  rates  and.  by 
implication,  expanding  public  spending 
are  “moral".  They  imply  that  (Tory) 
efforts  to  reduce  the  State  are  immoral. 
Higher  social  security  spending  is 
treated  as  good  a  priori.  Single  parent¬ 
hood  is  evil.  Divorced  or  separated 
parents  are  treated  as  moral  defectives. 
The  tax  and  benefit  system  should  be 
changed  to  reflect  this  prejudice. 

From  other  comers  of  the  same  wood 
we  are  told  that  it  is  moral  to  incarcerate 
young  criminals  in  what  I  (and  most 
other  European  states)  would  regard  as 
barbaric  conditions.  It  is  moral  to  hold 
parents  responsible  for  the  crimes  of 
their  children  and  moral  to  oppose 
abortion.  Morality  is  considered  a 
“topic"  in  the  school  curriculum.  Teach¬ 
ers  must  teach  “what  is  right  and 
wrong"  on  pain  of  dismissal.  As  for 
debating  the  reform  of  drugs  laws,  try 
doing  so  without  at  some  point  being 
accused  of  the  most  craven  Socratic 
corruption. 

Throwing  dollops  of  morality  at 
political  arguments  is  pernicious.  I 
incline  to  Tom  Paine's  view,  that  when 


minimal  adornment  The  tndeery  of 
French  cooking  was  a  con  trick.  Pasta, 
pesto,  parma  ham  and  parmesan  were 
simple,  unembarrassable  foods.  Restau¬ 
rants  soon  had  to  keep  up  with  their 
increasingly  demanding  customers.  . 

Since  1990,  Italian  food  exports  to  litis 
country  have  gone  up  by  more  than  40 
per  cent  Britain  is  among  the  biggest 
wine-drinking  countries  in  Europe. 
London  is  said  fo  possess  some  of  the 
finest  Italian  restaurants  in  the  world, 
Italy  included.  Italians,  whether  busi¬ 
nessmen,  footballers  or  diplomats,  say  it 
is  easier  these  days  to  live  la  do  Ice  vita  in 
London  than  in  Rome  or  Milan. 

To1  learn  that  real  Italians  are  now 
rushing  home  m  eat  pre-packaged, 
flavour-enhanced  lasagne  al  fomo  is 
like  finding  out  that  a  model  schoolmis¬ 
tress  has  taken  to  eating  with  her  fingers 
and  telling  filthy  jokes. 

If,  in  a  week  in  which  temperatures 
in  London  have  exceeded  those  in 
Rome,  the  epicurean  poet  Horace 
were  to  recline  at  his  ethereal  Sabine 
farm,  sip  the  Falemian  and  look  down 
for  his  heirs,  he  would  have  trouble 
finding  them.  For  they  would  not  be 
there  among  the  Barbour-clad  rat-racers 
of  Venice  or  Turin  but  farther  north, 
among  the  easy,  contented  full-bellied 
people  of  Britain.  “Nunc  est  bibendum 
be  would  say.  between  mouthfuls  of 
honey-roasted  dormice.  “Not  bad  for  a 
bunch  of  barbarians." 


two  men  claim  to  think  alike  on  ethics 
they  have  probably  not  finished  argu¬ 
ing.  Of  course  we  have  moral  sensibil¬ 
ities,  and  would  like  them  to  embrace 
family,  friends,  neighbourhoods,  even 
nations.  The  problem  is  as  old  as  Plato: 
bow  to  handle  clashes  between  our 
“shared  values"  and  those  of  other 
individuals  and  groups. 

Dr  Carey  rests  his  case  for  a  more 
interventionist  morality  on  the  mere  fact 
that  he  detects  that  shared  values  exist  1 
am  not  so  sure.  If  the  values  are  shared, 
what  need  have  we  of  episcopal  inter¬ 
vention?  1/  they  are  not  shared,  whose 
values  are  we  imposing? 

Dr  Carey  protested  in  The  Times  this 
week  that  the  new  curriculum  was  only 
going  to  “describe"  shared  values.  He 
was  concerned  not  just  about  what  was 
shared  but  what  tiie  Church  believed 
“should  be"  shared.  Note  how  easily  the 
moralist  slides  from  announcing  a 
consensus  to  prescribing  one.  Dr  Carey 
will  doubtless  say  that  I  am  nitpicking. 
His  words  were  really  ecclesiastical  fog, 
meant  as  uplifting  electoral  jollity.  Yet 
Dr  Carey,  like  the  Chief  Rabbi,  is  careful 
to  deride  “false  theories  of  privatised 
morality"  and  talk  of  “a  society  disfig¬ 
ured  by  widespread  moral  confusion". 
He  knows  what  lie  is  about  tiie 
extension  of  state  power  into  .tiie  private 
lives  of  citizens.  Bishops  were  once  less 
timid  about  using  morality  as  a  political 
trump  card.  Guarda  il  Gran  Inquisitor. 


One  man's  shared  values  is 
another’s  superstitious  med¬ 
dling.  I  confess  to  preferring 
a  privatised  morality  to  a 
nationalised  one.  I  dislike  Dr  Carey  or 
the  Chief  Rabbi  or  the  Home  Secratary 
or  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Schools  telling 
me  how  to  lead  my  life  and  bring  up  toy 
children.  And  I  take  tiie  old  liberal  view 
that  what  I  dislike  bring  done  to  me  1 
should  not  want  done  to  others. 

In  his  book  After  Virtue,  the  philoso¬ 
pher  Alasdair  MacIntyre  links  our  “lost 
comprehension  of  morality"  to  the  decay  .. 
of  old  Aristotelian  virtues.  The  rules  of  § 1 
morality,  half-remembered  fragments  of  ^ 1 
ancient  cultures,  were  often  a  subclass 
of  authoritarian  politics,  like  Dr  Careys 
shared  values,  they  were  to  be  obeyed 
“because  I  say  so”.  They  were  bound  to 
wither  in  the  sun  of  liberty.  But  what  to 
put  in  their  place?  MacIntyre’s  answer 
was  democracy,  “the  canstruction  of 
load  forms  of  community,  within  which 
civility  and  the  intellectual  and  moral 
life  can  be  sustained”  This  layered 
democracy  ' should  still  sit  in  watch  over 
the  authoritarians  of  the  Right  and  the 
libertarians  of  the  Left  —  nowadays 
sometimes  vice  versa.  A  democracy 
settles  all  its  disputes  by  treating  them  as 
political.  Treat  them  as  moral  and  the 
result  is  war. 

Reducing  unemployment  helping 
children  out  of  poverty,  handling  drugs 
or  countering  crime  can  move  us  to 
passion,  anger  and  moral  outrage.  If  I 
hold  any  creed  in  this  matter,  it  is  that 
only  democracy  can  resolve  them.  If 
there  is  confusion  in  Britain,  it  is  caused 
by  the  decay  of  democratic  institutions.  •  ff.  < 
Moral  supremacy  is  for  escapists.  But  ” ' 
for  the  moment,  democracy  has  the 
fldor.  Give  it  a  break,  and  let  the  bishops 
return  to  their  cells. 


Golden  tune 


THOSE  who  want  to  witness  die 
Jimmy  Goldsmith  shuffle  should 
don  their  crepe-soled  shoes  and 
head  towards  Alexandra  Palace  in 
north  London  tomorrow.  There, 
the  gleam ingly  bald  buccaneer  will 
attend  a  rally,  introduced  for  the 
first  time  by  the  party’s  new 
anthem,  a  single.  Let  the  People 
Decide. 

Let  the  People  Decide  (the 
Rabble  Army  Song},  released  on 
CD  on  Monday,  is  the  work  of 
former  Motown  songwriter  and 
Walthamstow  candidate  for  the 
Referendum  Party,  the  Rev  George 
Hargreaves,  co-pastor  with  his  wife 


Maxine:  the  Motown  sound 


Maxine,  of  tiie  Hephzibah  Chris¬ 
tian  Centre  in  Hackney. 

Maxine  sings  on  the  record  and 
is  likened  to  Aretha  Franklin  by- 
Hargreaves,  who  produced  hit. 
records  for  the  well-endowed  chan- 
tense  Sinitta  and  wrote  the  signa¬ 
ture  tune  for  Pebble  Mill  at  One. 

“We  expect  the  record  to  get  into 
tiie  top  40,  and  by  election  week  it 
should  be  in  the  top  ten."  said 
Hargreaves  yesterday.  With  a 
catchy  refrain  which  runs ’They’re 
the  Rabble  Army  singing  'let  the 
people  deride',"  Hargreaves  is  con¬ 
fident  that  it  will  be  a  hit. 

a  Lord  Archer  of  Weston-super- 
Mare  has  developed  an  interest  in 
stonework  calligraphy.  He  is  par¬ 


ticularly  taken  by  an  engraved 
piece  of  waxed  Welsh  slate  on 
display  at  the  Wolseley  Fine  Arts 
Gallery  in  Notting  J-iilL  The 
engraving  was  of  William  Blake's 
words:  Rest  before  Labour.  Tm  not 
sure  that  the  “boss".  as  Archer  likes 
to  call  John  Major,  would  approve. 

Falling  star 

THE  SITWELLS  are  in  despair. 
Their  brightest  young  protege.  Wil¬ 
liam  Sitwell,  great-nephew  of 
Dame  Edith  and  former  squeeze  of 
flushed-faced  blonde  broker 
Samantha  Phillips,  has  taken  vol¬ 
untary  redundancy  from  The  Ex¬ 
press.  After  working  his  way  up 
from  lean  researcher  to  portly 
showbiz  correspondent,  he  is  look¬ 
ing  around  for  gainful  employ¬ 
ment  Among  his  interests  is  the 
composition  of  “sensitive  love  poet¬ 
ry"  —  although  he  doesn’t  follow 
tiie  example  of  his  great-aunt  who 
recited  her  poems  through  a  loud- 
hailer.  ‘I'm  looking  at  darts  com¬ 
mentary,"  he  said  yesterday.  “Ever 
since  Sid  Waddell  left  die  BBC  I*ve 
thought  there  was  a  gap  I  could 
El.” 

Good  sport 

A  SHOT  in  the  eye  for  the  anti- 
hunting  lobby  comes  from  Lord 


Gillford,  son  of  the  Earl  of 
Clan  william,  a  man  who  claims  to 
have  lost  a  finger  as  a  result  of  a 
shooting  accident  on  his  stag  night. 
Happiest  trudging  the  moors  with 
a  12-bore,  the  36-year-old  motor¬ 
bike  rider  launches  a  magazine  for 
the  Barbour-clad  this  weekend 
with  a  solid  wall  of  aristocracy  be¬ 
hind  him:  a  third  of  his  founding 
subscribers  are  peers  of  the  realm. 

Gillford’s  magazine  The  Sport¬ 
ing  Twenty-Pager,  produced  in  as¬ 
sociation  with  the  British  Field 
Sports  Society,  kicks  off  with  a  for¬ 
ward  from  the  Duke  of  Westmin- 


Onlv  another  20 
days  to  go 


ster  and  will  contain  newspaper  ex¬ 
tracts  about  field  sports.  “We've  got 
right  dukes,  dozens  of  earis  ana  at 
least  a  brace  of  marquesses,”  he 
says.  There’s  no  doubt  that  a  copy 
or  two  will  find  its  way  to  Balmoral 
and  Sandringham. 

Speechless 

ACCUSATIONS  of  a  callous  disre¬ 
gard  for  the  Labour  deputy  leader 
John  Prescott  have  been  levelled  at 
party  apparatchiks  in  the  London 
headquarters  at  Mill  bank  Tower. 
Not  only  has  Mr  Prescott  been  side¬ 
lined  from  the  main  action  in  a  bus 
tour  of  the  provinces,  but  he  has 
also  been  given  a  mobile  phone 
which  is  useless. 

Dispatched  to  Wales  this  week, 
he  discovered  that  his  modern  cel¬ 
lular  phone  was  out  of  range.  "His 
signal  Is  too  weak,”  confirmed  his 
office  yesterday. 

Not  even  his  accompanying 
press  secretary  could  help:  “It’s  a 
very  bad  line,"  he  said.  "I  can’t  hear 
you.  You’ll  have  to  ring  back." 

Back  to  the  press  office  in 
London.  Is  there  any  chance  of  get¬ 
ting  through  to  Mr  Prescott  at  all? 
“They,  are  in  a  very  bad  area.  Mo¬ 
biles  just  come  and  go,  you  know 
how  it  is.  It  seems  to  be  a  bad  recep¬ 
tion  area  for  some  reason.” 

How  king  will  he  be  incommuni¬ 
cado?  “I  don’t  know.  It  depends 


Kira  Jolliffe  smoking  out  the  bluffers  in  her  poker  dub 


how  big  the  bad  area  is.  J  fast  don  Y 

know  how  big  the  black  spot  is." 

Hot  at  poker 

IN  THE  smoke-filled  basements  of 
west  London’s  Notting  Hill,  they 
are  talking  of  the  26-year-old  fagfa 
fon  stylist  whose  weekly  poker  ses¬ 
sions  are  part  of  the  gambler’s 
calendar.  Kira  Jolliffe,  daughter  of 
the  cartoonist  Gray  Jolliffe,  repre¬ 


sents  British  hopes  at  the  Women's 
World  Poker  Championships  to 
Las  Vegas.  Next  month,  she  will 
show  for  the  tournament  at  . 
Binion’s  Horseshoe  Casino  to  take  wp 
on  poker  faces  from  Moscow  to 
Madras.  The  minimum  down  pay¬ 
ment  of  $1 ,000  is  just  an  indication 
of  what  is  to  come.  “I’ve  heard  that 
irs  pure  hedonism,"  she  drawls. 
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WONDROUS  THINGS 

Mankind,  magma  and  the  limits  of  life  in  the  solar  system 


In  the  middle  of  an  election  campaign  it  is 
particularly  difficult  to  maintain  a  proper 
sense  of  proportion.  A  decade  from  now  it 
may  be  obvious  that  the  most  significant 
event  of  April  1997  occurred  in  Jeep  space, 
not  a  marginal  constituency.  The  issue  that 
dominated  the  party  political  press  con¬ 
ferences  yesterday  was  Europe.  The  ques¬ 
tion  worth  wider  consideration  is  the 
implications  of  Europa. 

Europa  has  played  an  important  part  in 
4-  the  path  of  human  thinking  for  much  longer 
^  than  might  be  imagined.  It  was  Galileo  who 
in  1610,  first  identified  the  largest  moons  of 
Jupiter,  including  Europa.  The  moment  had 
a  profound  impact  upon  him.  He  had,  he 
declared,  seen  “wondrous  things”  in  the 
heavens.  From  that  point  he  could  not  accept 
that  the  Earth  was  at  the  centre  of  the 
universe.  That  controversial  view  swiftly 
switched  from  heresy  to  orthodoxy. 

Now  a  spacecraft  named  after  the  great 
17th-century  scientist  has  made  what  might 
prove  an  ever  greater  discovery.  The 
pictures  of  Europa  transmitted  back  by 
Galileo  suggest  that  the  surface  of  that 
distant  place  might  sustain  some  form  of 
existence.  It  certainly  seems  at  least  as 
strong  a  candidate  as  Mars,  where  a  similar 
revelation  caused  a  sensation  last  summer. 

That  belief  stems  as  much  from  Earth  as 
ft  Europa.  In  recent  years  it  has  been  postulat¬ 
ed  that  life  on  this  planet  evolved  from  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean.  Liquid  magma,  warm 
and  rich  in  chemicals,  forced  through  to  the 
sea  floor,  provided  the  preconditions  for 
evolution.  Those  circumstances  would  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  matched  on  Europa.  Nasa’s  pho¬ 
tographs  imply  that  the  moon  holds  a  deep 
ocean  beneath  a  crust  of  ice  alongside  ample 
volcanic  activity.  If  so.  bacteria  or  other 
simple  organisms  could  have  developed. 

At  present  this  is  little  more  than  supp¬ 
osition.  It  relies  entirely  on  an  extremely 
limited  body  of  evidence.  A  lot  depends  on 
whether  what  appear  to  be  “icebergs” 


floating  in  a  form  of  “sea"  on  Europa’s 
surface  stand  up  to  further  analysis. 
Validation  will  require  much  more  explora¬ 
tion.  As  the  distances  involved  are  vast  — 
Galileo  was  launched  over  seven  years  ago 
—  we  will  not  be  able  to  test  the  theoiy  until 
the  first  decade  of  the  next  century. 

The  endeavour  is  clearly  worth  the  effort 
Proof  would  transform  much  of  what  we 
have  assumed  from  astronomy  to  rheology. 
The  fundamental  purpose  of  our  presence  in 
space  has  always  been  as  much  what  we 
would  find  out  about  ourselves  as  what  we 
would  discover  on  distant  planets.  There 
could  be  nothing  more  profound  than  life  — 
of  any  type  —  not  thousands  of  light  years 
away  but  on  our  planetary  doorstep. 

That  knowledge,  though,  will  not  come 
without  a  reordering  of  priorities.  Since  the 
1960s  politicians  and  the  public  have  placed 
by  far  the  greatest  weight  on  manned 
exploration.  Missions  such  as  the  Galileo 
probe  have  occupied  a  more  modest  place  in 
funding.  The  relative  scientific  value  of  the 
two  is  rather  different  Until  the  Voyager 
programme  it  was  widely  assumed  that  all 
the  satellites  of  the  outer  planets  were  frozen 
cold  and  essentially  similar.  We  have  since 
found  that  there  is  enormous,  unanticipated, 
variation  to  be  found  in  our  solar  system. 
More  has  been  learnt  in  the  last  30  years 
than  the  whole  of  previous  history. 

The  pressure  of  competing  claims  on 
Earth  makes  a  vast  increase  in  space 
expenditure  improbable.  Simply  avoiding 
substantia]  cuts  will  require  intense  inter¬ 
national  cooperation.  If  our  understanding 
is  to  be  advanced  then  a  renewed  emphasis 
should  be  placed  on  unmanned  exploration. 
That  information  will  allow  for  far  more 
ambitious  manned  activity  later.  In  the  past 
probes  such  as  Voyager  have  captured  mass 
attention  for  a  week  and  then  disappeared 
into  oblivion.  1/  the  dues  provided  by 
Galileo  can  be  confirmed,  then  this  small 
metal  messenger  will  be  with  us  forever. 


LABOUR  TREMORS 


Meanwhile  back  here  on  Earth  the  big  question  was . . . 

Did  Labour  wobble  this  week?  Conservative  buried  for  three  weeks,  began  to  re-emef  ge. 
election  spokesmen,  sensing  an  unaccus-  The  change  in  the  perception  of  success  lay 
tomed  vulnerability  in  the  Opposition,  lost .  in  the  reaction  of  the  two  leaders.  Mr  Major, 
no  time  in  claiming  that  the  Labour  paradoxically,  is  in  an  enviable  position: 
campaign  was  out  of  control  and  that  t  tilings,  to  quote  the  Labour  swig,  can  only 
Blair  was  close  to  cracking  up.  Disco unring  •  get  better.  The  polls  are  beginning  to 
the  intergalactic  rhetoric,  it  was  certainiy^v\narrow.  Defeat  on  May  I  has  already  been 
true  that  Labour’s  previously  impregnable  '  discounted,  but  every  point  in  the  polls  that 
veneer  has  taken  a  battering  and  that  •ks  :''he  gains  will  be  seen  as  a  personal  victory, 
leaders,  unused  to  the  whistle  of  weaponry,  Mr  Major  is  experienced  at  fighting  appar- 
have  been  slow  to  recover.  ’  ently  unwinnable  campaigns  and  enjoys 

Mr  Blair's  first  campaigning  mistake  was  them, 

to  rush  to  endorse  the  Tories’  planned  Mr  Blair  may  be  some  20  points  ahead, 
privatisation  of  the  air  traffic  control  system  but  for  him  the  campaign  is  far  more 
only  weeks  after  his  spokesmen  had  ruled  it  difficult.  He  knows  that  he  will  be  blamed 
out.  The  policy  may  be  a  good  one.  Its  for  every  drop  in  the  polls.  He  has  to  win  this 

adoption  may  have  been  dictated  by  a  election  more  or  less  single-handed,  and  is 

t  zealous  determination  to  account  for  every  fearful  of  making  mistakes.  He  is  still  a 

penny  of  planned  public  spending.  It  may  in  novice  at  electioneering,  and  seemed  un- 

the  long  run  allow  him  to  be  more  open-  prepared  for  the  fierceness  of  the  onslaught 
minded  about  privatisation.  But  on  the  same  when  it  came. 

day  as  he  was  campaigning  on  the  issue  of  Labour’s  policies  are  being  the  more 
trust,  the  shift  made  him  look  shifty.  rigorously  scrutinised  because  Labour  is  tire 

Politicians  always  claim  that  they  pay  no  more  likely  next  government  The  campaign 

attention  to  polls.  But  when  the  privatisation  leadership  may  not  like  it  but  this  is 

row  was  followed  by  a  six-point  drop  for  inevitable  and  right  Until  recently  the 

Labour  and  a  six-point  rise  for  the  Tories  in  imbalance  was  in  the  other  direction;  it  is 

our  MORI  poll  on  Thursday.  Mr  Blair  was  now  Labour's  turn  to  be  tested  under  fire, 
clearly  unnerved  and  Mr  Major  markedly  Mr  Blair  has  a  strong  character  that 

cheered.  The  contrast  between  the  Conser-  should  be  able  to  withstand  such  treatment, 

vatives  yesterday,  brimming  with  bon-  But  he  is  allowing  himself  to  be  corraled  to 

homie,  and  their  strained  and  tetchy  press  such  an  extent  that  he  appears  defensive, 

conferences  only  a  week  ago  was  stark.  even  rattled.  He  should  break  out  from  the 

Yet  the  week  did  not  go  entirely  the  constraints  laid  down  by  his  aides  and  allow 

Government’s  way.  It  started  with  Neil  his  normal  personality  —  confident,  witty, 

Hamilton  being  adopted  in  Tatton.  and  self-deprecating  and  expansive  —  to  reassert 

Martin  Bell  launching  his  anti-corruption  itself.  A  head-to-head  debate  with  Mr  Major, 

campaign.  Then  the  Institute  for  Fiscal  as  we  set  out  in  our  Times  challenge 

Studies  confirmed  Labour’s  claim  that  the  yesterday,  would  be  the  perfect  opportunity, 

tax  burden  has  increased.  By  yesterday  If  Labour  is  slow  to  come  to  the  table,  Mr 

divisions  over  Europe,  which  had  been  Blair’s  controllers  will  have  won. 

« 

BRAVO,  POP  MAESTRO 

Music  should  be  a  public  ocean  not  a  private  swimming-pool 


barricades  of  elitism  that  hinder  the 
appreciation  of  classical  music  are  be- 
jreached  once  more.  This  week  two 
iniental  virtuosos,  on  opposite  sides  of 
Atlantic,  experienced  triumphs  of  a 
atiarly  encouraging  nature. 

America  the  trumpeter  and  composer 
an  Marsalis  —  whose  mastery  of 
cal  and  jazz  styles  is  a  wonder  of  the 
_  1,35  Won  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  his 
-hour  oratorio  about  American  slavery, 
i  on  the  Fields.  Marsalis  is  following 
oute  pioneered  by  Gershwin  70  years 
having  recruited  a  vast  following 
ah  his  genius  in  popular  genres,  he  is 
enticing  them.  Pied-Piper-style,  into 
challenging  areas.  No  wonder  that  the 
York  Philharmonic  and  other  Ameri- 
>rchestras  have  commissioned  works 
him.  Their  greying  audiences  des- 
ely  need  the  regeneration  that  his 
o  ethnically  diverse  fans  can  bring. 

anwhile  in  London  on  Thursday  the 
h  violinist  Nigel  Kennedy  returned  to 
classical  music  in  public  after  a  five- 
absencei  He  was  in  magnificent  form. 
Lt  was  not  the  only  reason  for 

npfvine  every  stuffy  “rule’  of 

So  Violin  -  a  savage  masterpiece 
L'ould  normally  empty  a  concert  hall  at 
— with  a  succession  of  dazzling  ’inn 
rix  arrangements.  Such  was  the 
Arising  quality  of  his  playing  that  an 


audience  of  3,000  was  transfixed.  Few 
classical  soloists  share  Kennedy’s  empathy 
with  vintage  rock  music,  just  as  few  jazz 
musicians  have  the  confidence  to  strike  up 
relationships  with  orchestras.  That  only 
makes  their  achievements  more  admirable. 
Regrettably,  however,  both  have  been 
targets  of  purist  sneers,  accusations  that 
they  are  vulgarising  their  art-forms  and 
betraying  their  true  constituencies  in  search 
of  wider  fame.  The  reverse  is  true.  It  is  the 
musicians  who  lock  themselves  into  ivory 
towers  who  are  jeopardising  the  future  of 
serious  musicmaking. 

In  missionary  work  nothing  succeeds  like 
charisma:  the  magnetic  personality  who  can 
inspire  millions.  Bernstein  was  such  a 
figure;  his  easy  transitions  between  Broad¬ 
way  and  Carnegie  Hall  convinced  a  genera¬ 
tion  of  American  music  lovers  that  they 
could  do  the  same.  Beecham  had  the  same 
populist  instinct.  He  would  have  applauded 
the  principle  of  mixing  Bartok  and  Hendrix: 
he  did  much  the  same  thing  himself,  albeit 
with  music  of  a  gentler  hue. 

Kennedy  and  Marsalis  are  their  spiritual 
successors.  In  some  quarters  of  the  musical 
establishment  they  will  always  be  regarded 
with  hostility.  But  the  cheers  in  the  Festival 
Hall  on  Thursday,  and  in  the  Barbican  last 
month  when  Marsalis  premiered  his  stu¬ 
pendous  oratorio,  confirmed  that  they  are 
both  engaged  in  something  of  huge  import¬ 
ance  to  our  cultural  life.  Encore,  maestros. 
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Church  approach  to  unemployment 


Blair,  unions  and 
the  bill  to  be  paid 

From  Mr  Denis  Dotlds 

Sir.  The  personal  “integrity”  of  Tony 
Blair  and  Gordon  Brown  is  not  in 
question.  The  real  issue  new  Labour 
presents  is  not  one  of  integrity  but  of 
credibility.  Despite  internal  differ¬ 
ences.  the  party  has  been  able  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  united  front  to  the  public,  at 
nearly  all  costs,  in  the  interest  of  gain¬ 
ing  power.  Internal  critics,  silent  at 
present  but  1  suspect  privately  in¬ 
censed.  are  well  aware  that  voicing 
opposition  to  policies  could  cost  new 
Labour  the  election. 

They  are  well  aware,  roo.  that  once 
victory  has  been  achieved  the  need  for 
such  discipline  will  disappear.  Public 
as  well  as  private  pressure  can  then  be 
brought  to  bear  on  a  government,  free 
at  last  of  election  pressures  but 
dependent  nevertheless  on  rhe  co¬ 
operation  of  powerful  interest  groups 
within  the  party  for  success  in  imple¬ 
menting  economic  policy. 

Trade  union  leaders  have  dismissed 
accusations  that  they  arc  shunning 
major  public  appearances  to  avoid 
clashes  with  Labour  (report,  April  4). 
But  having  contributed  substantially 
to  new  Labour's  election  expenses, 
unions  will  undoubtedly  “send  in  the 
bill”  if  Labour  gains  power.  In  doing 
so  they  may  again  make  Britain's 
Government  as  powerless  as  in  the 
chaotic  days  of  Harold  Wilson  and 
James  Callaghan. 

Trade  unions  arc  centres  of  power 
in  their  own  right;  power  which  can 
be  applied  with  particular  force  to 
Labour  in  office.  They  have  their  own 
agenda  quite  separate  and  distinct 
from  that  of  new  Labour. 

Is  it  not.  in  these  circumstances,  en¬ 
tirely  legitimate  to  question  whether 
assurances  that  new  Labour  would  in 
fan  be  able  to  deliver  the  Conservative 
policies  now  adopted  are  really  cred¬ 
ible,  or  whether  the  roadblock  of  trade 
union  opposition  would  not  ultimately 
be  reimposed. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DENIS  DODDS. 

Comers.  28  Grange  Park. 

Westbury  on  Trym,  Bristol. 

April  8. 


Election  97 

From  Dr  Geoffrey  M.  Seeff 

Sir.  Following  the  report  from  the  In¬ 
stitute  for  Fiscal  Studies  on  Labour’s 
plans  for  a  windfall  tax  (article.  Busi¬ 
ness.  April  10).  it  is  abundantly  dear 
what  the  Labour  Party  is  really  saying 
to  utilities:  “We  want  £5  biJJion.  We 
have  no  rational  basis  for  assessing 
you  for  additional  tax  but  hand  it  over, 
otherwise  our  regulator  could  make 
life  extremely  difficult  for  you." 

The  utilities  are  big  and  bad  enough 
to  look  after  themselves.  However,  is 
the  electorate  of  this  country  seriously 
thinking  of  putting  into  government  a 
party  whose  sole  policy  for  raising  ad¬ 
ditional  revenue  is  redolent  of  meth¬ 
ods  used  in  1930s  Chicago? 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  M.  SEEFF  (Prospective 
Parliamentary  Candidate 
for  Chingford  and  Woodford 
Green  (Liberal  Democrat)}, 

32c  Churchfields, 

South  Woodford,  E18. 

April  10. 

From  Mr  Gerald  Solomon 

Sir.  Mr  R.  M.  Matheson  (letter,  April 
4)  should  know  that  Gordon  Brown 
has  already  stated  that  he  will  not  in¬ 
crease  the  basic  rate  or  income  tax. 
Therefore  Mr  Matheson  cannot  look 
forward  to  22  tax  cuts,  as  it  was  only 
the  imposition  of  the  22  rises  which 
made  it  possible  to  reduce  the  basic 
rate. 

Tory  Chancellors  believe  (justifi¬ 
ably.  I  am  afraid)  that  the  only  tax 
concept  which  most  of  the  electorate 
can  comprehend  is  the  comparatively 
unimportant  basic  rate  of  income  tax 

Yours  faithfully, 

GERALD  SOLOMON, 

Sylvan,  Pwllglas,  Denbighshire. 

April  5. 

From  Mr  David  M.  Evans 

Sir.  Today  you  report  that  Tony 
Blair's  neighbour.  Ms  O'Rourke,  does 
not  begrudge  the  Blairs'  decision  to 
abandon  rhe  local  school  system  in  Is¬ 
lington  and  send  their  boys  to  a  grant- 
maintained  school  in  Fulham. 

As  a  parent  1  do  not  begrudge  the 
Blairs’ decision,  but  the  stench  of  hyp¬ 
ocrisy  does  choke  me.  Mr  Blair,  it 
seems  to  me,  has  spent  his  political 
career  trying  to  deny  other  parents  the 
choice  which  he  enjoys.  1  only  hope 
that  when  the  Blair  children  grow  up 
ihey  will  have  the  honesty  to  thank 
John  Major  rather  than  their  father. 

Yours  sincerely. 

DAVID  M.  EVANS. 

The  Ill  Tuns, 

St  Nicholas.  South  Glamorgan. 

April  4. 

From  Mr  Rajnikani  J.  Mehta 

Sir.  After  his  support  for  privatisation, 
the  only  thing  Mr  Tony  Blair  needs  to 
do  now  is  to  change  the  name  of  his 
party  to  “new  Conservative"  and  per¬ 
haps  a  few  of  us  may  reconsider  our 
voting  intentions. 

Yours  democratically. 

RAJNIKANTJ.  MEHTA. 

R  &  R  Management  Services. 

212a  Signal  House, 

Lyon  Road.  Harrow,  Middlesex. 

April  8. 


Letters  should  carry  a  daytime 
telephone  number.  They  may  be 
faxed  to  0171-782-5046. 


From  Mr  Ken  Coates.  MEPfor 
Nottinghamshire  North  and 
Chesterfield  { Socialist  Group 
{Labour) ) 

Sir,  We  must  all  welcome  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  report  by  the  Joint  Council 
of  Churches  on  Unemployment  and 
the  Future  of  Work  (details,  April  8. 
later  editions;  leading  article.  April  9). 
The  report  is  absolutely  right  to  say 
that 

the  political  parries  are  competing  for  votes 
by  promising  low  taxation.  When  so  many 
ore  living  in  poverty  und  unemployment,  it 
is  wrong  to  give  priority  tu  the  claims  of 
those  who  are  already  well. off.  Norte  of  the 
political  parties  has  pul  forward  a  pro¬ 
gramme  which  offers  much  real  hope  of  im¬ 
provement  to  those  in  greatest  need. 

The  crucial  questions  of  unemploy¬ 
ment.  poverty  and  social  exclusion 
have  been  almost  totally  ignored  by 
leading  politicians.  The  Churches 
have  offered  us  an  eight-point  pro¬ 
gramme  aimed  at  tackling  these 
problems. 

To  be  fair,  some  parries  have  an¬ 
nounced  their  willingness  to  meer  one 
or  two  of  these  points,  but  it  is  because 
the  political  classes  have  shown  their 
inability  to  take  action  against  the 
problems  which  the  report  defines 
that  many  of  our  people  have  become 
profoundly  sceptical  about  the  state  of 
politics  in  this  country. 

Mass  unemployment  leads  to  wide¬ 
spread  exclusion  from  social  life  and 
undermines  social  cohesion,  our  sup¬ 
port  for  one  another.  If  the  Churches 
can  see  this,  why  cant  the  politicians? 
1  hope  that  British  electors,  including 
churchpeople,  will  question  all  the 
candidates  about  these  issues  and 
make  it  plain  that  they  expect  a  con¬ 
cerned  response. 

Yours  sincerely, 

KEN  COATES. 

8  Regent  Street, 

Mansfield,  Nottinghamshire. 

April  9. 

From  the  Reverend 
Richard  Forhergill 

Sir.  I  would  like  to  wholly  endorse 
your  leading  article  today.  “Motes- 
and  beams",  on  the  Church  and  its 
confused  approach  towards  poverty  in 
Britain. 

As  a  fairly  recently  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  l  was  amazed  at  the  effort  and  en¬ 
ergy  during  my  training  years  (Trinity 


Organ  restoration 

From  Dr  Richard  Godfrey 

Sir.  Last  month  you  reported  a  row  at 
Crathie  kirk.  Balmoral,  over  whether 
the  Willis  pipe  organ  there  should  be 
restored  at  a  reputed  cost  of  £150.000 
(details,  March  17).  This  huge  sum.  if 
correct,  needs  careful  scrutiny  and  in¬ 
vestigation:  it  suggests  that  either  the 
organ  itself  is  enormous  (which  seems 
unlikely  in  a  modest  country  kirk)  or 
that  the  parish  is  being  taken  for  a 
ride. 

In  churches  throughout  the  Salis¬ 
bury  diocese  a  number  of  Victorian 
.pipe  organs  are  restored  every  year  by 
local  small-scale  but  excellent  organ 
builders,  with  costs  usually  in  the 
£5.000  to  £15.000  range,  depending  on 
the  sire  and  quality  of  the  instrument 

It  is  regrettable  that  pipe  organs,  al¬ 
ready  under  threat  from  dwindling  in¬ 
terest  in  traditional  church  affairs,  are 


Royal  exhibition 

From  Mr  Malcolm  Horsman 

Sir,  My  understanding  is  that  the  ex¬ 
hibition.  Victoria  and  Albert .  Vicky 
and  the  Kaiser,  currently  at  the 
German  Historical  Museum  in  Ber¬ 
lin,  will  not  be  shown  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

This  is  a  great  pity.  This  excellent 
exhibition,  coupled  with  the  recently 
published  book  by  Anna  Pakula,  The 
Uncommon  Woman,  gives  a  fascinat¬ 
ing  insight  for  this  generation  into  a 
royal  marital  alliance  which  tragically 
did  not  produce  the  international  ac¬ 
cord  hoped  for.  Even  the  KG  and  a 
field  marshal’s  baton  did  not  stop 
Vicky’s  son.  Wilhelm  11.  waging  war 
on  his  grandmother's  countrymen 
and  women. 

I  believe  it  of  vital  historical  impor¬ 
tance  that  arrangements  be  made  for 
the  exhibition  and  its  remarkable  ob¬ 
jects.  many  lent  by  the  Queen,  to  be 
shown  on  this  side  of  the  Channel.  1 
am  cominced  that  it  would  show  scep¬ 
tics  that,  for  all  the  criticism,  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  is  a  more  hopeful  20th- 
century  means  of  cementing  mutual 
aspirations  than  die  royal  arrange-’ 
mentx  of  the  19th  century. 

Yours  faithful Iv. 

MALCOLM  HORSMAN, 

Reform  Club,  Pal!  Mail.  SWJ. 

April  8. 


Sinn  Fein  and  IRA 

From  Mr  Geoffrey  Sadow 
Sir.  Sinn  Fein  is  described  as  the  polit¬ 
ical  wing  of  the  IRA  yet  it  denies  any 
direct  finks  with  the  fatter.  Could  this 
be  tested  in  the  courts?  Suppose  that 
Sinn  Fein  is  sued  for  the  millions  of 
pounds’  worth  of  damage  which  the 
IRA  has  caused. 

ff  this  action  were  legally  valid  I 
suggest  that  tn  the  meantime,  pending 
the  outcome,  Sinn  Fein’s  funds  should 
be  frozen.  The  bombers  must  be  get¬ 
ting  financial  backing  from  some¬ 
where. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.J.  SADOW, 

5  ftrnd  Close,  Burwood  {fork. 
Walton-un-Thames.  Surrey. 

April  7. 


College.  Bristol.  1991-93)  which  were 
put  into  the  study  of  Christian  politics. 
This  was  undoubtedly  a  worthy  topic, 
but  the  only  political  conclusions  that 
were  ever  acceptable  were  rehashed 
socialist  ones. 

A  rather  tired  interventionist  social 
policy  was  always  the  remedy  pur  for¬ 
ward.  other  alternatives  being  seen  as 
suspect  and  probably  a  sign  of  spiritu¬ 
al  weakness.  1  understand  that  this 
view  is  still  common  in  Anglican 
training  collies,  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
degree,  and  refleas  the  recent  report 
by  the  Joint  Council. 

My  only  comfort  is  that  rhe  Church, 
being  20  years  behind  in  its  political 
policy,  might  quite  soon  be  entering  a 
Thatcherite  era  of  emphasis  on  per¬ 
sonal  responsibility. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RICHARD  FOTHERC.ILL 
29  Sr  Margaret’S  Road. 

Twickenham.  Middlesex 
April  9. 

From  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewisham 
and  rhe  Reverend  Jonathan  LLovd 

Sir,  Your  leading  article  may  he  right 
to  indicate  a-  legitimate  difference" of 
view  on  the  economic  strategies  most 
appropriate  for  responding  To  the  un¬ 
acceptably  high  unemployment  levels 
in  this  country.  We  regard  it  as  wrong, 
however,  to  attempt  to  polarise  indivi¬ 
dual  and  sodaJ  morality,  and  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  Church’s  only  concern  is 
with  the  individual. 

“Scripture  and  tradition"  do  nor 
only  offer  moral  guidelines  for -indivi¬ 
duals;  they  dosoin  the  context  of  com¬ 
munity  and  social  ethics,  which  indi¬ 
cate  a  proper  role  for  the  State  in  the 
purposes  of  God  —  namely  to  enable 
the  provision  of  a  social  environment 
in  w  hich  order  and  justice  may  be  es¬ 
tablished  and  in  which  goodness  may- 
grow. 

The  Kingdom  of  God,  to  which  the 
Christian  faith  points,  cannot  be  re¬ 
duced  simply  to  individual  voluntary 
philanthropy. 

Yours  sincerely, 

DAVID  ATKTNSON, 

Archdeacon  of  Lewisham, 

JONATHAN  LLOYD 

(Bishop's  Officer  for  Church  in  Sod  cry. 
Diocese  of  Southwark). 

3a  Court  Farm  Road, 

Mottingham.  SE9. 

April  9. 


also  undermined  by  sometimes  pre¬ 
posterous  over-pricing  from  organ 
builders.  Add  to  that  the  blandish¬ 
ments  of  electronic  marketeers,  with 
their  relatively  cheap  simulations, 
and  the  future  for  the  pipe  organ  is 
bleak  indeed. 

As  any  serious  student  of  die  organ 
knows,  a  well  made  Victorian  instru¬ 
ment  offers  lasting  value  for  money 
and  a  richness  of  sound  which  neither 
tires  the  listener  nor  bores  the  player. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Crathie  kirk  is 
looking  hard  for  a  less  expensive 
builder  to  restore  its  pipe  organ,  and 
that  this  instrument  (and  many 
others)  are  preserved  and  cherished 
for  future  generations. 

Yours  sincerely.  • 

RICHARD  GODFREY 
(Organ  adviser,  Salisbuiy  diocese). 
The  Wardenry.  Church  Road. 

Farley.  Salisbury,  Wiltshire. 

April  8. 


Joys  of  the  road 

From  Mr  A.  C.  Young 

Sir.  May  I  assure  Mr  John  Mendes 
(letter,  April  9)  that,  while  reading 
with  sympathy  his  lament  for  the 
camaraderie  on  the  road  generated  by 
his  bygone  MGB,  there  are  alterna¬ 
tive  riches  at  hand  for  those  of  mature 
years. 

I  refer  of  course  to  those  enjoyed  by 
the  born-again  biker.  For  a  compara¬ 
tively  modest  capital  outlay  a  corn- 
fact.  high-performance,  beautifully 
designed  and  engineered  means  of 
transport  fully  air-conditioned,  can 
be  his.  It  will  outperform  his  four- 
wheeled  machine  in  almost  every 
way,  not  least  in  pure  pleasure. 

Furthermore,  ownership  gives  ad¬ 
mission  to  a  delightful  dub.  and  even 
here  two  wheels  excel:  not  only  the 
friendly  wave  (left-handed)  and  the 
flashing  of  lights,  but  also  the  biker's 
nod.  The  one  possible  deficiency  is 
that  not  many  of  this  friendly  dub  are 
women.  A  pity. 

Yours  faithfully. 

A  C.  YOUNG. 

14  ffonnant  Hills, 

Bedhampton.  Havant  Hampshire. 
April  9. 

From  Mr  Peter  Tandy 

Sir.  I  suggest  that  if  Mr  Mendes  wish¬ 
es  to  drive  a  car  with  character  and 
also  enjoy  the  camaraderie  of  like- 
minded  motorists,  he  should  buy  a 
Morris  Minor.  My  1969  model  is  a 
suitable  vehicle  for  a  driver  of  any  age 
and  is  easily  capable  of  maintaining 
adequate  speeds  to  keep  up  with  mod¬ 
em  A-road  traffic. 

Journeys  are  regularly  enhanced  by 
exchanging  waves  with  fellow  own¬ 
ers.  although  we  rarely  flash  head¬ 
lights  —  these  cars  were  built  before 
the  now  ubiquitous  column-mounted 
flasher  was  considered  necessary  and. 
in  any  event,  is  a  wave  not  a  more  suit¬ 
able  and  personal  greeting? 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  TANDY, 

63  Park  Court 

Stratford-upon-Avon,  Warwickshire. 
April  9. 
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Colour  version  of 
‘The  Longest  Day’ 

From  the  Director  of  the 
British  Film  Institute 

Sir.  I  wonder  if  any  of  your  readers 
saw  the  screening  of  The  Longest  Day 
on  LWT  on  Sunday  afternoon?  As  far 
as  1  know'  this  was  the  first  time  that  a 
“cofourised"  feature  has  been  shown 
on  UK  terrestrial  television  . 

Interestingly.  LWT  had  been  care¬ 
ful  nor  to  publicise  this  premiere.  All 
publicity,  including  their  press  release 
for  the  transmission,  announced  a 
normal  black  and  whfte  showing. 

Besides  the  hideous  overall  look  of 
the  film  rhe  colouring  led  ro  some 
memorable  howlers  such  as  Leo  Genn 
(who  was  playing  a  high-ranking 
Army  officer)  wearing  a  blue  RAF- 
colour  uniform. 

Is  it  not  unfortunate  thaT  the  flood¬ 
gates  should  be  opened  just  two  weeks 
after  Fred  Zinnemann^s  death  (obitu¬ 
ary.  March  17),  bearing  in  mind  his 
long-standing  fight  against  this  pro¬ 
cess  becoming  commonplace  in  Brit¬ 
ain?  1  hope  others  who  feel  strongly 
about  this  will  write  to  the  broad¬ 
casters. 

Yours  sincerely. 

WILF  STEVENSON. 

Director, 

British  Flint  Institute. 

21  Srephen  Street.  Wl. 

April  7. 


Honourable  discharge 

From  Mr  Roy  Roebuck 

Sir,  My  former  parliamentary  col¬ 
league.  Sir  William  van  Srraubenzee. 
who  urges  {letter,  April  8)  that  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Parliament  should  be  accorded 
the  title  “M  P  Emeritus’*  on  retirement, 
has  overlooked  the  benevolent  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Rehabilitation  of  Offend¬ 
ers  Act  1974. 

Has  his  proposal  anything  to  do 
with  Mr  Michael  Howard’s  plans  for 
tagging  offenders,  or  is  it  an  attempt 
to  outfiank  Mr  Tony  Blair's  policy  on 
being  “tough  on  crime,  tough  on  the 
causes  of  crime"? 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant. 

ROY  ROEBUCK 

(Labour  MP  for  Harrow  East 

1966-70). 

Bell  Yard  Chambers. 

116-118  Chancery  Lane,  WC2. 

April  8. 

From  Mr  Fritz  Spiegl 

Sir.  It  is  true  that  modem  dictionaries 
define  emeritus  as  “one  who  has 
served  his  time  . . .  honourably  dis¬ 
charged  from  active  service  or  office", 
but  Lewis  and  Short  in  their  Larin 
dictionary  (1879),  give  the  original 
meaning  quoting  Tacitus,  Cicero,  etc: 
"(One  whoj  has  become  unfit  for 
service,  worn  out". 

Yours  faithfully. 

FRITZ  SPIEGL 
4  Windermere  Terrace, 

Liverpool.  Merseyside. 

April  8. 

From  Mr  Paul  C.  M.  Solan 

Sir,  On  his  retirement  Professor 
Stephen  Leacock,  the  noted  Canadian 
academic  and  humorist  was  awarded 
the  title  “Emeritus". 

When  someone  asked  him  what  it 
meant,  he  allegedly  offered  the  follow¬ 
ing  definition:  “It  is  a  Latin  compound 
of  the  words  ‘ex'  meaning  "out’  and 
‘meatus’  meaning  ‘because  he  de¬ 
served  to  be’." 

This  strikes  me  as  equally  appropri¬ 
ate  for  our  MPs,  but  perhaps  only 
those  who  lose  their  seats,  as  opposed 
to  those  who  retire  of  their  own  ac¬ 
cord. 

Yours  truly, 

P.  C.  M.  SOLON. 

Great  Kimble  House, 

Great  Kimble, 

Aylesbury,  Buckinghamshire. 

April  10. 


Myths  of  history 

From  Dr  N.  Earl  Mawby 

Sir.  In  debunking  the  myths  of  history 
in  the  forthcoming  BBC  television 
series,  A  History  of  Britain  (report, 
April  4),  f  hope  "that  the  series  editor 
will  correct  her  assertion  that  the 
Pastons  were  a  15th-century  Kent 
family. 

The  family  of  Pas  ion  derives  its 
name  from  that  of  a  Norfolk  coastal 
village  about  20  miles  north  of  Nor¬ 
wich:  and  my  ancestral  tree  avers  that 
the  Margaret  Past  on  who  .wrote  the 
majority  of  the  letters  in  question  was 
the  daughter  of  a  Margaret  Maureby, 
of  Mautby,  from  which  my  name  is 
derived. 

Yours  etc, 

N.  EARL  MAWBY, 

23  Bertram  Drive. 

Great  Meols.  Wirral.  Cheshire. 

April  8. 


In  gear  for  Marathon 

From  Mr  Mark  Davies 

Sir.  Are  there  really  25  women  plan¬ 
ning  to  walk  Sunday’s  London  Mara¬ 
thon.  as  your  Diary  reports  (April  10), 
“wearing  nothing  but  a  Wonderbra 
above  the  waist"?  Or  would  it  be  fairer 
to  say  that  they  will  be  wearing 
nothing  above  the  waist  but  a  Won¬ 
derbra? 

Yours  faithfully. 

MARK  DAVIES, 

91  Onslow  Gardens.  SW7. 

April  10. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


WINDSOR  CASTLE 
April  i  i:  The  Vestry  of Trinity  Uiurch. 
Wall  Street,  were  received  by  The 
Queen  and  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh 
afternoon  and  remained  to  Tea. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE  . 

April  II:  The  Princess  Royal.  Presi¬ 
dent,  Riding  for  the  Disabled  Associ¬ 
ation.  accompanied  by  Captain 
Timothy  Laurence  RN,  this  morrung 

visited  Angus  Riding  for  ihe  Disabled 

Group  and  opened  the  Sou* 
Bottymyre  Centre.  Inverarity.  by 
Forfar,  and  was  received  by  Her 
Majesty*  Lord- Lieu  tenant  of  Angus 
(die  Earl  of  Airtie  KT). 

Her  Royal  Highness  this  afternoon 
opened  the  new  Sheriff  Court.  West 
Bel!  Street,  Dundee,  and  was  received 

by  Her  Majesty*  fawtWjeutenanf  of 
the  City  of  Dundee  (Mr  Mervyn 
Rolle.  ibe  Lord  Pnovust). 

The  Princess  RcyaL  President 
Saw  the  Children  Fund,  later  visited 
the  shop  at  M7  High  Street.  Arbroath. 
Angus. 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 

April  II:  The  Princess  Margaret. 


Countess  nf  Snowdon  was  presor 
today  at  a  Luncheonto  cnmntarejrtte 
World  Paridnstm's  Disease  Day.  held 
at  Lancaster  House.  St  James's. 
London  SW1. 

April  It:  The  Duchess  of  Gloucester. 
President  Civil  Service  Sports  Coun¬ 
cil,  this  morning  received  Sir  An¬ 
thony  BaftishiH.  Chairman  of  die 
Council,  and  Mr  Frank  Krinks  on 
relinquishing  his  appointment  as 
General  Secretary. 

Later  Her  Royal  Highness,  Patron. 
Foundation  for  the  Study  of 
Deaths  (Cat  Death  Research  and 
Support),  received  Mr  Charles  de 
SeUnooun  on  relinquishing  his 
appointment  as  Chairman  of  the 
Foundation  and  Mr  Cohn  Baker  on 
assuming  the  appointment 
YORK  HOUSE 

April  II:  The  Duke  of  Kent.  Vice- 
Chairman.  the  British  Overseas 
Trade  Board,  today  received  Madam 
Wu  Wajying.  Chairman-  die  China 
National  Textile  Council,  at 
House.  Victoria  Street. 
iSWL 


Service  dinners 

Royal  Warwickshire  Regiment 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  Jeremy 
Reilly  presided  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Dinner  Club  of  the 
Royal  Warwickshire  Regiment 
(Sixth  Food  held  last  night  at  the 
Shire  HaD,  Warwick. 

The  Highlanders  (Seaforth, 
Gordons  and  Camerons} 

General  Sir  Jeremy  Mackenzie. 
Colonel  of  the  Highlanders 
(Seaforth.  Gordons  and 
Camerons)  was  in  the  diair  at  a 
regimental  dinner  held  last  night 
at  the  Caledonian  Club. 

RAF  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
Society 

Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir  Michael 
Graydon  and  Professor  Robert 
O "Neill,  of  Oxford  University, 
were  the  guests  of  honour  at  die 
annual  dinner  of  the  RAF  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  Society  held  last 
night  in  Keble  College,  Oxford.  Air 
Marshal  Sir  John  Curtiss,  chair¬ 
man,  presided. 


Dinners 

Securities  Institute 
Mr  Eddie  George.  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  guest  at  a  dinner  of  the 
Securities  Institute  held  on  Thurs¬ 
day  at  Guildhall.  Mr  Graham 
Ross  Russell,  chairman,  presided. 
North  of  England  Surreal 
Society 

Mr  RJ.  HeaJd  delivered  thePybus 
lecture  to  the  North  of  England 
Surgical  Society  last  night  at 
Durham  Castle.  Afterwards,  Mr 
M.G.  Whioaker.  president  of  the 
society,  presided  at  a  dinner  and 
presented  the  Pybus  Medal  to  Mr 
Heald.  Dr  John  Cakfbedc-Meenan 
and  Mr  A.H.  Tooley  also  spoke. 


Patron 

Prince  Michael  of  Kent  has  be¬ 
come  Huron  of  the  Institute  of 
Certified  Book-keepers. 


Weekend  birthdays 


TODAY:  Sir  Alan  Ayckbourn, 
playwright.  58;  Mr  BQi  Biyden. 
theatre  director,  55s  Miss  Mont¬ 
serrat  Caballe,  opera  singer,  64; 
Mr  Brian  Connell,  writer. and 
broadcaster.  81;  Miss  Elspet  Gray 
{Lady  Rix),  actress,  6&  Mr  H.R. 
Hewitt,  farmer  chairman,  Johnson 
Manbey,  77:  die  Right  Rev  John  T. 
Hughes,  former  Bishop  to  the 
Forces,  80:  Mr  Uwe  Kimnger. 
former  President.  Templeton  Coll¬ 
ege.  Oxford,  69;  the  Eari  of 
Limerick.  67;  Mr  A.W.  Mabbs. 
archivist,  76;  Mr  Btyan  Magee; 
writer.  67;  Air  Marshal  Sir  Harold 
Maguire,  85;  Mr  E.C.  Meade, 
chartered  accountant,  74c  Dr 
Hilary  Nicolie.  educationist,  52; 
Lady  Ricketts,  former  chairman. 
National  Association  of  Citizens* 
Advice  Bureaux.  78;  Mrs  Wendy 
Savage,  obstetrician  and  gynaeco¬ 
logist,  62. 

TOMORROW:  The  Kabaka  of 
Buganda  celebrates  his  42nd  birth¬ 
day  today. 


The  Hon  Alan  Clark  will 
be  69  tomorrow 

Miss  Audrey  Barker,  writer.  79; 
Mr  Stephen  Byers.  MP.  44:  Air 
Vice-Marshal  Sir  Bernard  Chacks- 
fiekL  84:  Mr  Frank  Chamberlain, 
former  chairman.  Test  and  County 


Cricket  Board.  72;  the  Right  Rev 
R.N.  Coote.  former  Bishop  of 
Colchester,  82;  Mr  Liam  Cosgravc, 
former  leader.  Fine  Gael  Party,  77; 
Mr  Beverley  Cross,  playwright, 
66;  Mr  Peter  Davison,  actor.  46: 
Mr  Edward  Fox.  actor,  60;  Mr 
Justice  Hannan.  67;  Mr  Peter  M. 
Hams,  Official  Solicitor  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  60;  Air  Marshal 
Sir  Kenneth  Hayr ,  62;  Mr  Seamus 
Heaney,  poet,  S8:  Sir  Peter  Heap, 
diplomat,  62;  Mr  Garry  Kasparov, 
chess  player.  34;  Mr  Howard  Keel, 
singer  and  actor,  78;  Mr  Godfrey 
Kenton,  actor,  95;  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough.  71;  Mr  Joqjo  O'Neill, 
racehorse  trainer.  45;  Dame  Mar¬ 
garet  Price,  opera  singer.  56;  Sir 
Stephen  Roberts,  former  chairman. 
Mfflc  Marketing  Board.  XL  Mrs 
Barbara  Roche.  MP.  43:  Baron 
Thyssen-Bomemisza,  industrialist. 
76:  Lard  Wedderhum  of  Charlton. 
QC,  70:  Sir  John  Weston,  dip¬ 
lomat,  59;  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
James  Wilson.  76. 


Memorial  services 


Sir  Bryan  Roberts.  QC 
The  Lord  Chancellor  was  repre¬ 
sented  bv  Sir  Thomas  Legg,  QC,  at 
a  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
life  of  Sir  Bryan  Roberts,  QC.  a 
former  AnorneyGeneral  and 
Cabinet  Secretary  in  Malawi,  held 
yesterday  in  the  Crypt  Chapel  of  St 
Paul*  Cathedral 

The  Very  Rev  Dr  John  Moses. 
Dean  of  St  Paul's,  officiated, 
assisted  by  the  Rev  John  PauL 
Sacrist,  and  die  Rev  ‘Seye 
Olurmde,  Hospital  Chaplain  and 
Spiritual  Care  Co-ordmaior, 
Park-tide  Health  NHS  Trust 

Mr  Michad  Charlton  and  the 
High  Commissioner  for  Malawi 
read  the  lessons.  Lord  Adoter  gave 
an  address.  Among  those  present 
were: 

Lady  Roberts  (widow).  Dr  Peter  Vernon. 
Mr  and  Mrs  J  N  Wood.  Mr  and  Mis 
peter  Tony,  Emma.  Harriet  and 
Katherine  totty.  Mr  and  Mrs  Alex 
Waespy.  Mr  Peter  May.  Mr  and  Mrs 
Alistair  Gavin.  Mr  and  Mrs  tan 
Campbell. 

Lady  Ackner.  Helen  Lady  Delves 
Broughton.  Sir  Gerard  and  Lady 
Waienow.  Lady  Legg.  Sir  Thomas 
SXyrme.  sir  Robin  Haydon,  Sir  Henry 
and  Lady  Phillips.  Lady  (Brigitte) 
Roberts. 

Mr  James  Tweed  Mce~p  resident. 
North  Atlantic  and  Mediterranean 
Region  Commonwealth  Magistrates* 
and  Judges*  Association)  with  Ms 


VMenneCtaJnn  (secretary  general),  Mr 
Andreas  Lolznu  (life  Vlce-p  reside  ru. 
Cypms)  and  other  members  ol  the 
association;  Mr  Peter  Badge  (Chief 


(honorary  secretary.  Friends  of  Malawi 
Association)  and  MrsT 


Association)  and  Mrs  Tad  man  with  Mr 

Robert  Dewar  and  Mr  Derek  Reynolds. 

Professor  Co  tin  Baker  (Glamorgan 
University).  Mr  Keith  Madders 
(Zimbabwe  Tnisi).  Mr  Michael 
Huebner  (chief  executive,  coon 
service),  the  Master  of  the  Stationers* 
and  Newspaper  Makers*  Company  and 
Mrs  FuQlck.  Mr  P  Good  day  and  Mr  M 
Burke  (Inner  London  Magistrate 
Courts  Service).  Mr  Alan  Older 
(president.  _  .Old  _  WhliglfrUn 


Association)  with  Mr  John  Undblom 

and  Mr  Russell  Bailey;  Mr  Peter 

Tnielove  (Magdalen  Society)  and  Mrs 
Truekjve.  Mr  V  T  A  Hadrys  and  Mr  G 
Davison  (Royal  Mid  Surrey  Golf  Club). 

judge  and  Mrs  Barrington  Black.  Mr 
Justice  and  Mrs  Bewtey  .  His  Honour 
Ralph  K  Lownie.  Judge  and  Mrs 
Robert  Smyth.  Mr  Ralph  Smyth.  Miss 
Audrey  Jennings.  Dr  JdCfrey  Tobias.  Mr 
David  Voelcker.  Mrs  Michael  Charlton. 
Professor  and  Mrs  Antony  Alton.  Mr 
John  Heritage.  Miss  C  Lee.  Mr  M  A 
Johnstone.  Mr  David  williams.  Mr 

Nigel  Wen  barns  ml  du  Mrs  Elizabeth 

Hunt.  Dr  and  Mrs  william  Vellacott, 

Ms  Pat  Murphy.  Mr  Graham  Garden. 

Mr  Anthony  Mitch  el  (-Heggs.  Mr 
Graham  Turner.  Mr  James  Bourn.  Mr 
"  ~  ‘  i  Cllxby. 

:  Dux. 

_ _  ,  _  Mrs 

Andrus  Kaidor.  Mr  David  Bennett.  Dr 

John  and  Dr  Mary  Buchanan.  Mr  and 

Mrs  Jeremy  Love.  Dr  Roger  King.  Mr 

Ian  Lecky.  Miss  Anthea  Hanhart.  Mr 

and  Mrs  Tim  Bettors,  Mr  and  Mrs 

Robert  Marshall,  Mr  Tony  Austin.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Robert  Wase-Balley.  Mrs 


Gerald  Gordon.  Mr  and  Mrs  Simon 
Bmadbent,  Mr  and  Mrs  Bryan  Blatch. 
Mr  Cyril  Rolo  and  many  other  friends 
and  colleagues. 

Professor  Haas  W.  Kosterfxtz, 
FRS 

A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
life  and  work  of  Professor  Hans 
Kosterlitz.  FRS,  Emeritus  Profes¬ 
sor  of  the  Department  of  Pharma¬ 
cology  and  Honorary  Director  of 
the  Unit  fra*  Research  an  Addictive 
Drugs  at  Aberdeen  University, 
was  held  yesterday  in  King's 
College  Chapel.  OJd  Aberdeen. 

The  Rev  Dr  Duncan  Heddle. 
officiated.  Dr  Alistair  Corbett,  of 
Glasgow  Caledonian  University, 
and  Professor  Derek  Ogston.  Se¬ 
nior  Vice-Prindpai  of  Aberdeen 
University  read  the  lessons. 

Professor  Anthony  Milton. 
Professor  of  Immunopharma- 
cotogy.  Cambridge  University. 
Professor  John  Hughes.  FRS. 
Park-Davis  Neuroscience  Re¬ 
search  Centre,  Cambridge.  Dr 
Alan  North.  FRS,  of  the  Geneva 
Biomedical  Research  Institute,  and 
Professor  Stephen  Logan.  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Neuroscience,  Aberdeen 
University,  paid  tribute. 

Dr  Gordon  Lees,  flute,  gave  a 
musical  tribute. 


School 

news 

The  Mount  School.  York  . 

The  Summer  Term  commences  on 
Sunday,  April  13.  when  boarders 
return.  There  is  an  Open  Morning 
kr  prospective  parents  and  child¬ 
ren  on  Saturday.  April  19. 1997.  at 
UMXfam. 

Scholarships  for  the  arademlcvear 
1997/98  have  been  awarded  to 
Emma  Biane  (Picfchlll  School. 
Thlrsk).  Elsie  Brewster  (Treadles, 
Junior  Department  of  The  Mount 
School).  Emma  Cole  (Treadles. 
Junior  Department  of  The  Mount 
school).  Emma  Delaney  (Clifton 
preparatory  School,  York).  Elizabeth 
Garthwaire  (St  Andrews  School. 

M Alton).  Larissa  Hansford  (Sancton 

Wood  School.  Cambridge).  Ablgale 
Hope-Urwln  (Newcastle  Preparatoiv 
School),  Lyndsay  Coo  (Internationa! 
School.  Geneva).  Rebecca  Fong  (St 
OI«ve*s  School,  York). 

WalhamptoD  School  Lynungtoo. 
Hampshire 

Summer  term  starts  April  20  after 
a  record  number  of  Scholarships 
were  won  in  the  Spring.  Mr 
Andrew  Robinson  retires  in  July 
and  the  School  wfll  merge  with 
Hordle  House  under  a  new  Prin¬ 
cipal.  Mr  Adrian  Gobat.  in 
September.  OWs  are  invited  to  a 
Thanksgiving  Service  for  the  life  of 
John  Bradbrid  on  April  26,  at 
noon,  also  toa  Grande  Pageant  on 
June  21:  farther  details  from 
School  Secretary. 

Westonbirt  School 
Scholarships  and  Exhibitions  for 
1997  have  been  awarded  to  the 
following: 

Scholarships 

Narisa  Chenllareewaiananun.  West- 
onbln  School;  Alice  Collinson. 
Beaudesen  Park  School.  Mlnchin- 
tumpton:  Hannah  Ewan,  New  Half 
School.  Chelmsford:  Annabel 
Jertidn.  Rose  Hill  School.  Hlitosley. 
Emily  Stephenson.  Hopelanas 
SchooL  Sionebouse. 


Rosie  Clarkson.  Beaudesert  Park 
school,  Mlnchin hamptoru  Antonia 
HalL  Westonbin  SchooL 


The  University 
of  Durham 

Former  Students  of  die  Lfaiversny 
of  Duriiam  (including  King's, 
Armstrong  and  Teacher  Training 
Colleges)  should  have  received  the 
Spring  edition  (ncx5)  of  Durham 
First,  the  University  of  Durham’s 
magazine.  Anyone  who  has  not 
done  so  is  invited  to  contact  the 
Development  Office.  Old  Shire 
HaH  Durham.  DH1  3 HP  for 
despatch  of  a  copy  [or  tek  0191  374 
4682). 


Church  services  tomorrow 


Second  Sunday  after  Easter 

ST  ANDREWS  CATHEDRAL.  ABERDEEN:  8 
HC  10.15  S  Each:  6JO  Choral  E. 

ARMAGH  CATHEDRAL:  IO  HC  It  M.  Since  by 
man  came  death  [HandeQ.  Rev  w  Ferguson; 
3.15  Choral  E. «  Litany.  Brewer  In  D.  sing  we 
merrily  [BanenJ- 

B  ELF  AST  CATHEDRAL:  10  HC:  II  S  EDCh. 
Stanford  In  B  flat.  How  beautiful  upon  the 
mountains  (Stainer);  3  JO  Choral  £.  Kelly  In  C. 
O  for  a  closer  walk  with  God  (Stanford). 
BIRMINGHAM  CATHEDRAL:  4  MP;  4.15  HC 
1 1  Choral  Euch.  Stainer  In  A.  Christ  Is  now  risen 
again  (tsaao.  Let  all  mortal  llesh  (Bal rstow).  Rev 
M  Fisher.  4  Choral  E.  Stanford  In  B  flat.  Blessed 
be  the  Gad  and  Father  (Wesley). 

BRECON  CATHEDRAL:  8  Euch:  II  Euch. 
Henry  Ley  tn  E  minor;  Canon  G  Hughes;  3  JO  E. 
Stanford  In  B  flax.  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd 
(Stanford). 

BRISTOL  CATHEDRAE,  College  Green:  7.40  M: 
8  HC  10  Ch  Euch,  Christ  rieiswi  (Victoria), 
Mass  tor  trebles  (Latham).  Gaelic  blessing 
(Rutter).  Canon  A  Redfem:  3J0  Choral  E. 
sumslon  In  G.  Let  all  rbe  world  (Vaughan 
Williams).  canon  P  Johnson. 

CANTERBURY  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC;  9J0  M:  1 1 
S  Euch.  Mlssa  O  quam  glorioscm  (Victoria). 
Jesu  the  very  tfKHigiir  of  thee  (Bafrsfow),  RT  Reyr 
Sareeanc  3.)  5  E.  Gloucester  service  (Vann).  The 
waft  (MooneM  6J0  Compline.  Rev  R  Symon. 

-  -  j;  g  hc:  10J0S 
i  Lord  Is  risen 
E.  Moeran  in  D. 


ward).  Bead  quorum  vta  (Stanford),  The 
iu  J  E.  Responses  (Leighton).  St  Paul's 
Ice  (Ho  weCd.  C hrfsnu  «cms  esi 
duieih  6J0  E.  The  strife  (s  o'er  (Ley).  Pieb  P 


L  7.45  M:  I 

Euch.  Aston  to  F.  Christ  the 
(Foster),  Canon  R  Chapman:  3  E.  I 
This  Joyful  Eastertide  (Wood). 

1FDRD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  Canon  B 


CHELMS 
Thom  psc 


(AylewanU.  Bead 
Dean:  H  R«p 

(Bnickneih  630  E.  the  strife  is  o'er  (Ley). 

Aids. 

HEREFORD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  10  Euch. 
Mlssa  brevis  (Moran),  Ave  verura  (Mozart).  The 
Precentor  1 L30  M.  Darke  to  E.  Sing  jcwfuUy 
(Byrd):  3J0  E,  Kelly  to  c  Ye  choirs  or  new 
Jerusalem  (Stanfotu).  The  Archdeacon  of 
Hereford. 

LEICESTER  CATHEDRAL  BHClOM:  10  JOS 
Euch.  Johannesburg  Service  (BenaloQ.  Love  is 
come  again  (air  Paterson),  Archdeacon  of 
Loughborough;  2JO  Wedd  lne4  Choral  E.  Lang 
In  EOaL  Let  God  arise  (lockq.  The  Treasu  -er. 
LICHFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  1030  S  Euch. 
Darke  to  F.  jubilate  to  B  Oat  (Stanford).  Regina 
cacti  (Soriano),  Rev  D  Morris;  3  JO  E.  Sumston 
In  A.  Ye  choirs  of  new  Jerusalem  (Stanford) . 
LIVERPOOL  CATHEDRAL:  8  MP:  1030  Euch. 
Canon  N  Vincent;  3  Choral  E,  Canon  M  Boyilng: 
4  HC. 

LLANDAFF  CATHEDRAL:  7J0  M  «  Utany:  8 
Holy  Each.  Rev  M  Tomlinson:  9  Parish  Each. 
Rev  M  Tomlinson:  11  S  Euch.  Messe  Basse 
(Paurt).  Gloria  ft  Creed  (Shaw),  The  lord  is  our 
shepherd  (Greene),  ven  R  Roberts:  12.15  How 
Euau4  Service  of  Restoration. 

MANCHESTER  CATHEDRAL.*  8J  5  Bfi  9  Euch.* 
1030 S  Euch.  Canon  A  RaddlDK  6JO  E.  Awake 
thou  wintry  earth  (Bach).  Canon  J  Atherton. 
NEWPORT  CATHEDRAL:  1030  M.  Te  Deum 
(Gray  In  A).  Now  the  God  of  peace  (Kn  Igtn):  6J0 
£  o  be  joyful  (Stanford).  Postiude  too  minor 
(Stanford). 

NORWICH  CATHEDRAL:  7 JO  MR  8  HC  9.15 


to  D.  Ye  choirs  of  new  Jerusalem  (Stanford). 
SHEFFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  10  MP.  1030 
s  Euch,  Canon  J  Sinclair  6-JO  Festal  E  ft 
Sermon. Yens  Lowe. 

SOUTHWELL  MINSTER:  7  JO  M  ft  Litany:  8  HC 
9J0  Parish  C,  The  vicar  choral;  1 1  $  Euch. 
Stanford  in  B  OaL  St  Pauls  Service  (HowelH); 

3.1 5  E.  Ye  choirs  of  new  Jerusalem  (Sanford). 
TRURO  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9  M:  10  S  Euch, 
Jackson  to  G.  Jesu  toy  or  mans  desiring  (BachJ. 
The  Treasurer;  6  E.  Dyson  In  D.  Ye  choirs  of  new 
Jerusalem  {Stanford).  Canon  P  Tldmarsh. 
WAKEFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  Canon  R 
Capper  9.15  Parish  C  Brother  James's  Air  (arr 
Jacobs).  The  Provost;  1 1  Solemn  Euch.  Mass 

lonteverdl).  We  praise  thee  (Puicem.  This 
rful  Eastertide  (air.  Wood).  Canon  R  Capper 
30  E.  Fourth  Service  (Barren).  Canon  I  Knox. 
WELLS  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9A5  S  Eudk 
Stanford  In  C/F.  Verity  Verily  [Tallts).  Ref  G 
parram  1 1  JO  M,  Stanford  In  B  Qat.  praise  die 
Lord  ye  servants  (BtoWk3  E.  Walmlsleyln  B  OaL 
Locus  Isle  (Bruckner),  PrebJ  Rome. 
WESTMINSTER  ABBEY:  8  HC  10  M. 
Responses  (TalUsl.  ..  Westminster  Service 
(Clucas),  Haec  est  dies  (KandlL  Rev  D  Rhodes: 

1 1.15  Euch.  Gloria  Angus  Dei  ( 
our  paschal  Lamb  {*" 

3  E.  Christ  rising  ( 

Redial;  630  Ev 
WINCHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  1030  M. 
Jubilate  In  C  (Stanford).  Haec  dies  (Byrd),  The 
Bishop  of  Southampton:  1 1  JO  Euch,  When 
thoo  O  Lord  hadsi  arisen  (Rachmaninov).  Ven  A 
Knight:  3  JO  E.  Blair  in  d  minor.  Love  trade  me 
welcome  (Vaugharr  WOUarns). 

YORK  MINSTER:  8.8.45  HC  lOSEuctLMBSSto 


(Power).  Christ 


amb  B  ticppardk  Canon  AH  axvey: 
itog  mod),  canon  a  Harvey.  5.45 
Eventog;  Rev  Dr  P  Bradshaw. 


hompson;  9J0  Euch.  Canon  D  Knight  1 1.15  Family  Communion;  1030 S  Each.  Mlssa  AedU  tour  pans  (Byrd).  Rev  L  Stan  bridge;  l  DOM, 

-horal  M.  Coilegium  Regale  (Howeilsj.  Jubllale  chrisn  (Maithiad.  Love  Is  come  again  (Benson),  short  Service  (Weeltes);  4  E.  Short  service 

(Britten  to  E  flan.  Slog  we  merrily  (Campbell),  *nie  Deuv  3  JO  E.  Responses  (Rose).  The  lord  Is  (ByrdL  When  the  Lord  turned  again  (Batten), 

The  Acting  provost:  6  Choral  E,  Watson  In  E.  My  my  shepherd  (Stanford).  The  Archdeacon  of  RevProf  **  - - 

shepherd  is  the  living  Lord  (Tomkins).  Canon  B 


Thompson. 

CHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  7.45  L:  8  HC  10  Euch. 
Ave  verura  corpus  (Mozard.  Canon  M  Rees: 
1 1  JO  Baby  Loss  Service,  CaD  to  Remembrance 
(F  arrant).  6  bejoytol  In  the  Lord  (Stan  to  id): 3J0 
choral  E.  Sumston  to  G.  O  sing  JoyfoUy 
(Batten):  6J0  ES.TheArcfadeacon- 
CHRlSr  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL.  Oxford:  8  HC 
10  M  ft  Sermon,  canon  O’Donovan:  11.15  S 
Euch.  Mlssa  aetema  (Talestrin^.  Lord  not  to  us 
(Henderson).  Canon  Webster.  6  E.  Howells  In  G. 
My  beloved  spake  (Hadley). 

COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL:  7.40  MP:  B 
communion:  IOJO  Each,  Byrd  a  4,  Mach's  mit 
mlr  gon  (Bach),  Ave  vetum  corpus jByrdL  Rev  K 
Leech:  3  German  Lutherans  5  E,  Responses 
(Rove),  Stanford  in  G.  Save  us  O  Ltxd  (Bafrstow). 
ELY  CATHEDRAL:  8.15  HC  The  Dean:  IOJO  S 
Euch.  Messe  solennetle  Oaiuials),  The 
Precentor:  3.45  E.  Preces  (Shephard).  Nunc 
Dimitris  (Wood  to  G).  Te  luds  ante  tetminum 
StraieemL 

EXEIER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9.45  S  Euch, 
Schubert  In  G.  ven  REUfac  1 1.1 5  M,  Responses 


my  shepherd  Branford).  The  Archdeacon  of 
Sudbury:  630  Healing  ft  Reconciliation.  Rev  A 
Unle. 

PETERBOROUGH  CATHEDRAL:  8.15  HC9J0 


TERBOR0UGH  CATHEDRAL:  8.15  HC9J0 
M.  Te  Deam  to  G  (Vaughan  Williams],  Jubllale 
(Shephard):  IOJO  Euch.  The  Peterborough 
Service  (Kelly^rtie  Precentor;  3  JO  E.  Aston  WF. 


CNg«U]8..HC;  11 


re  1 s  o'er 


as  the  apple' tree  (Waite). 

PORTSMOUTH  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9J0 
Parish  C  Mass  of  St  Thomas  (Thorne),  The 
Provost:  1 1  s  Each.  Jesus  Christ  is  risen  ran* 
wood).  How  to  D.  My  eyes  tor  beauty  pine 

Sfartvar  1118  Pnmm*  6-30  p*rish  H.  M 
R1PON  CATHEDRAL:  B  Euch,  The  Dean:  930 
parish  Euch,  Darke  to  F.  The  Lamb  (Tavener). 
Rev  D  Muriel:  11  JO  M.  TO  Deum.  Collegium 


_ _ _ I  again 

of  E  Norman. 

ST  ASAPH  CATHEDRA!. 

Choral  M,  Responses  (Rose).  Tbestrtfi 
(Ley),  very  Rev  K  Goulsfonc  3 30  EP. 

ST  EDMUNDSBURY  CATHEDRA!:  8  HC. 
Canon  M  Shaw:  to  S  Each.  Rev  R  Davey.  Canon 
M  Shaw.  Sanderoead  service  (Howv.  Jackson  In 
G.  Bread  of  die  world.  Avevenim  (Elgar):  1130 
HC  Canon  M  Min  gins;  330  Choral  E.  This 
toyful  Eastertide  (Wood).  Responses  (Leighton), 
wood  in  E  OaL  Let  all  the  world  (Leighton). 

ST  GILES-  CATHEDRAL.  Edinburgh:  8 
Momltg^HCThe  Minister.  1 0  Morning  HC 


£,  Magnlflcai )  _ 

the  toll  flnai  sacrifice  (Ftnzfl.  Canon  K 

ROCHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9.45  M,  Te 


ST  MARTS  CATHEDRAL:  8  Euch:  1030  Euch, 
Harris  In  F.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me 
(Eteri.  The  Precentor;  330 Choral  E.  Wood  to  E 
haTNo.  2,  This  Joyful  Eastertide  (arr  Wood). 

ST  PAUL'S  CATHEDRAL  London:  8  HC8.45  M; 

1 1  s  Euch.  Mlssa  betP  amfllrir  altera  (Lassus]. 
Altissime  (Plainsong),  Regina  coell  (Morales). 
Canon  J  Halliburton:  3.1 5E.  Westminster  Serv 
gctelisl.  Angel  us  Domini  (Casdollnl).  Rev  l 


RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CATHEDRAL.  Enrus- 
more  Gardens,  Loudon.  5W7:  IOJO  DMne 
Ltnngy.  Kievan  and  traditional  poly¬ 
phony. 

ALL  SAINTS.  Margaret  Street.  W]:fiJ,15  LM: 
•  IOJO  MP:  II  HM.  Stanford  bn  C.  The  vtcan  6 
EBB.  Wesley  to  E.  The  Vicar. 

ALL  SOULS.  Langbam  Place.  Wl:  9  Com:  II 
Pieb  R  Bewes;  630  Rev  Dr  J  StotL 
THE  ASSUMPTION.  Warwick  Street  Wl:  1 1 
Moss  for  four  voices  (ByrdL  Jesus  funxit  se 
(Palestrina),  start  cervus  (Pafatnna). 

CHELSEA  OLD  CHURCH.  SW3:  8  HC  10 
Children:  1 1  M.  The  Heavens  are  telling 
(Haydn).  Rev  Dr.  P  Ehy:  12.15  HC  6  E.  Rev  D 
Bean. 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  CHURCH,  Canon  St 
Wl:  1 1  Sunday  SchooL 

CROWN  COURT  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND, 
cam  Garden.  WO:  1 1.15  Rev  S  Hood:  630 
Rev  J  McMahon. 

HOLT  TRINITY  BROMFTON.  Brampton  Road. 
5W7.-9ASB  HC  Revs  MlOan  1 1  Morning.  RevS 
Millar;  5. 7  Informal.  Mr  K  Costa. 

THE  ORATORY.  Bnxnpton  Road.  SW7: 7. 8. 9, 
10,  11  Mass.  l2J0.4J0.7:330VftB. 
ARMENIAN  APOSTOLIC  CHURCH:  IWtM 
Mm,  W8:  2nd  AnnlvRsaiy  or  the 
Enthronement  of  Hfs  Holiness  Karrtdn  ]. 
Supreme  patriarch  ft  Calhollcos  of  All 
Armenians. 

WESLEY’S  CHAPEL  City  Road.  ECU  9A5  HC 
II  Morning.  Rev  Dr  L  Griffiths;  1230  Church 
Meeting. 

WESTMINSTER  CENTRAL  HALL  (Methodist). 
5W1.-II  Rev  Dr  PGrmecfiJO  Rev snetdiec 
ST  ANNE  AND  ST  AGNES  (Lutheran).  Gresham 
SL  EC2:  II  Choral  Euch.  Rev  P  Scfcmiege  7 
Lutheran  Choral  Vespen.  Rev  p  sdimiege. 

ST  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  GREAT.  Smlthfleld. 
ECU  1 1  M.  Responses  (Toraldns).  Te  Deum  ft 
jubilate  (Noble  to  B  mlnot).  Ye  choirs  of  new 
Jerusalem  (Stanford):  6JO  Sung  Euch.  Mlssa 
Sancri  Johannes  de  Deo  (Haydn): 

■  ST  BRIDE'S.  Fleet  Street  EC4:  1 1  Choral  M  ft 
Euch.  Jubllale  (Ireland  in  FL  Mlssa  brevis 
(Palestrina).  Vktimae  paschall  (Wilbert). 
Canon  J  Oates:  630  Choral  E,  Responses 
(Tomkins).  Magnificat /Nunc  Dimitris  (Purcell 
to  G  minor).  My  shepbenl  Is  the  living  Lord 
(Tomkins),  suiradi  pastor  bonus  (L  haritlo). 
Canon  J  oates. 

ST  CLEMENT  DANES:  M  Ch  Euch,  Mlssa  Brevis 

In  C  (Mozart).  Salvator  mund  l  (Tallin.  Rev  R  Lee. 

ST  COLUMBA*S  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND.  Pont 
.  Street  SWl :  1 1  Rev  D  Cty:  630  Rev  c  MacLeod. 
ST  RTHELDREDA’S.  Ely  Pbce  II  S  Mass. 
Messe  baase  [FaurtJ.  Haec  dies  (Mawty).  Du  Ids 
Christo  (CrmnctoQ. 

ST  GEORGES.  Hanover  Square.  Wl:  830  HC 
II  s  Euch.  Mlssa  brevis  In  F  (Haydnj.  The 
Rector. 

ST  JAMES'S,  GariMtothe.  EC4:  I03Q  Good 
shepherd  Sunday.  S  Such.  St  James*s  efaotr. 
John  Paul,  Rector. 


STJAMEST.  PkxadiOy:  830 HC  1 1  S  Eoch.  Rev 
M  Robin:  5  AS  EP. 

ST  JOHNS.  Stratford  EI5:  1 1  Family.  Nun 
Danka  nCare-dert).  Rev  J  Richardson: 630  HC 
Rev  M  OfceUo. 

ST  LUKES.  Chelsea.  SW3: 8  HC  lOJOMPftHC 
Gloria  In  Ej  cels  is  Deo  (WeeHcesg  Rev  L 
Mata  hula:  630  E.  Alma  redemptoris  mater 
(GoerTero).  Rev  c  KevtU-Darles. 

ST  MARKS.  Regents  Park  Rd.  NW1: 8  HC  4.45 
Family  Communion:  1 1  S  Euch.  Jackson  in  G. 
Magdalen  cease  bom  sobs  and  sighs  (Hu rfordL 
Rev  D  Bean. 

ST  MARGARETS,  Westminster.  SWl:  11  S 
Euch,  Mlssa  brevis  sanctae  Margariiue 
(GutieridgeX  The  whole  brtgh>  worM  re)oices 
now  (Anon).  Rev  P  CowefL 
ST  MARTfN-IN-THE-tTELDS.  WC2:  8  HC  9 AS 
Euch.  The  Vicar  1 1  JO  Vbttots.  Rev  A  Harsh 
2.45  Chinese.  The  vtcan  5  choral  E;  630 
Evening. 

ST  MARY  ABBOTS  CHURCH.  Kensfaretou  WL 
8.IZ30  HC9J0  parish  Euch,  Rev  FGeUi:  1 1. 1 5 
Choral  M.  The  vicar  630E.  Miss  L  Buxton. 

ST  MARY^.  Bourne  Street.  SWl:  4,10.7  LM:  II 
HM.  Mlssa  St  Johannls  de  Deo  (Haydn),  canon 
L  Pilkingum:  6  Solemn  E  ft  B. 

ST  MARY-THEV1RCIN.  Primrose  HIU:  8  HC 
1030  Parish  Euch,  Parish  ACM;  6  EP.  Prayer  ft 
Meditation. 

ST  MARYLEBONE.  Maiylebone  Road.  Wl:  8 
HC  1 1  Ch  Euch.  Miss  in  G  (Schubert).  The 
Rector. 


[wrendeJissohn).  Fr  DTlllyrr. 

ST  SIMON  ZELUTES,  MUoer SL  SW3: 8  HC  1 1 
M,  Te  Deum  (Stanford  in  B  flail.  Christ  U  risen 
llaubert),  Preb  M  McGowan:  630  E. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  OF  ST  PETER  AD  VINCULA. 
HM7)oweror  London:  9.1 5  HC.  EevPAbram;  1 1 
M  A  Sermon.  Benedlcttu  (Tallis),  Plainsong. 
Christ  rising  again  (Byrd).  Rev  P  Abram. 
CHAPEL  ROYAL  SI  James*  Palace  830  HC 
1 1.15  MP.  Rise  bean  thy  Lord  is  risen  (Vaughan 
Williams),  Rev  R  Clarke. 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  South  Audlev  Strata. 
Wl:  8. IS  HC  11  S  Each.  Mlssa  O  Quam 
Gloriorom  (Victoria).  Rev  5  Hobbs. 

QUEENS  CHAPEL  OF  THE  SAVOY.  WC2;  II  M. 
Te  Deum  (Gibbons).  Let  all  the  world  (Vaughan 
williams).  The  chaplain:  1230  HC 
THE  TEMPLE  CHURCH,  Flea  Street:  830  HC 
f  1.15  MP.Te  Deum  Laudamas  (Samsfon  in  G), 
Jablhue  Deo  (Moeran  In  E  Oar).  The  Lord  Is  my 
shepherd  (Stanford),  The  Master. 

GUARDS  CHAPEL  Wellington  Barracks,  swt: 
1 1  M,ThlsJoyIul  Eaaetdde  rare.  Wood). The  day 
draws  on  (BairstowL  Band  of  the  Blues*  Royals, 
Rev  L  Bryan;  12  HC 

ROYAL  NAVAL  COLLEGE  CHAPEL.  Greenwich. 
SElft  4 jo  Choral  E.  Noble  in  B  minor.  Rev  c 
French. 
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Forthcoming 
marriages 


Mr  S.B.V.  Burge 

announced 

Mrs  lan  Burge,  of  Glen  use- 
Mmmouihshire,  and 
daughter  of  Group  Capam  and 
Mis  James  Cooper,  of  High 
Hurstwood.  East  Sussex. 

Mr  MA  Boiler 

and  Miss  S.H.W.  Hunt 
The  engagement  is  annoifnao 
between  Michad  Andrew,  second 
son  of  Mr  and  Mis  Arthur  Buder- 
of  Derby,  and  Susannah  Helen 
Wendy-  younger  daughter  of 
Professor  and  Mrs  Garry  HunLol 
Wimbledon  and  Bournemouth. 

Mr  P.H.  Dickson 
and  Mis  R.B.  Foster 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Peter,  son  of  the  late  Mr 
John  Heron  Dickson,  of  Lammas. 
Norfolk,  and  Mrs  SheSa  O  Beney. 
of  the  Isle  of  MuD.  and  Ruth, 
daughter  of  Mr  Henry  Foster  and 
the  late  Mrs  Rosemary  Foster,  of 
Campbell  Town.  Tasmania. 

Mr  A.W.D.N.  Edwards 
and  Miss  H.E.  Evans 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Alexander,  son  of  Mr 
Neale  Edwards,  of  Chaffcnmbe. 
Somerset,  and  Mrs  Raymond 
Clifford-Tumer.  of  London,  and 
Hamel,  younger  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  W.B.C.  Evans,  of  Elston. 
Nottinghamshire. 

Mr  RJ.  Fagan 
and  Miss  KJ.  Marsh 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard  Joseph,  elder  son 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Richard  Oliver 
Fagan,  of  Iver  Heath.  Bucking¬ 
hamshire,  and  Kendy  Jane,  only 
daughter  of  Mr  Keith  Marsh  and 
Mrs  Margaret  Marsh,  of  Gerrards 
Cross.  Buckinghamshire. 

Mr  F.W.M.  Fbrdham 
and  Miss  CJ.  Warman 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Finn,  youngest  son  of 
Professor  and  Mrs  Max  Fbrdham. 
of  Camden,  London,  and  Caroline 
Jane,  elder  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mis  Christopher  Warman.  of 
Dulwich,  London. 

Mr  S.F.  Hamilton 
and  Miss  J-H.R-  Dillon 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Sebastian,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Nigel  Hamdton.  of  Pimlico. 
London,  and  Joanne,  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Alan  DiUon.  of 
Scarborough.  North  Yorkshire. 
Mr  SA.W.  Heather 
and  Miss  SJF.  Spence 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Stephen,  eldest  son  or  Dr 
and  Mrs  Michael  Heather,  of 
Durham,  and  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Mrs  William  Bale,  of  Bishops 
Lydeard.  Somerset 
Mr  R.W.  Huggins 
and  Miss  P.E.  Firth 
The  eogaganent  is  announced 
between  Richard,  younger  son  of 
the  late  Mr  George  Huggins  and 
of  Mrs  Alma  Huggins,  of  Norfolk, 
and  Paula,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  Mr  John  Firth  and  of  Mrs 
Florence  Firth,  of  Edgware. 
Middlesex. 


Mr  P.S.M.  Hemy 
and  MissTJW.  Germing 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Paul,  only  son  of  Mr  and 

Mrs  W.M.  Henry,  o*  Newbury. 

Berkshire,  anij  Tara,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  WJ. 
Germing,  of  London. 

Mr  K.  Jones 

and  Miss  M-R-  Bowesown 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Keith,  son  of  the  late  Mr 
Horace  Jones  and  of  Mrs  Cynthia 
Jones,  of  Rhymney.  South  Wales, 
and  Melanie,  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Raymond  Bowestnan.  of 
Gloucester. 

Mr  P.G.  Noone 

and  Miss  G.C.  Peake 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  Patrick,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Patrick  Noone,  of 
ciaremorris.  Co  Mayo.  Eire,  and 
Georgina,  youngest  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Philip  Peake,  of 
Hurst,  Berkshire. 

Mr  J.  O'Brien 
and  Miss  A.L.  Downing 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  son  of  the  Revd 
and  Mrs  John  O’Brien  of 
Twigworth.  Gloucestershire,  and 
Anna.  ■  elder  daughter  of  Mr 
Hartley  Downing,  of  SoUholi, 
West  Midlands,  and  Mrs  Heather 
Mead,  of  Bourtan  on  the  Water. 
Gloucestershire. 

MrJ.W.  Rooney 
and  Miss  H.L  Tennant 
The  forthcoming  marriage  is  an¬ 
nounced  and  will  take  place  on 
Saturday.  April  19.  at  Weybridge. 
Surrey,  between  John  Rooney  and 
Helen  TennanL 
MrJ.  Somerville 
and  Miss  P.  Boiler  Markham 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jonathan,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  M.  Somerville,  and  Petra, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  L.  Butler 
Markham. 

Mr  R.C  Taylor 
and  Miss  L.K.  Bromwich 
The  engagement  is  'announced 
between  Richanh  eldest  son  of  Mr 
Dick  Taylor,  of  Harieston.  Suffolk, 
and  Mrs  Joanna  Merrills,  of 
AmpthilL  Bedfordshire,  and 
Laura,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  Peter 
Bromwidt  OBE,  of  Leamington 
Spa,  Warwickshire,  and  Mrs  Sally 
Bromwich,  of  Salcombe.  Devon. 

Marriages 

MrCW.B.  Cook 
and  Mis  E.C.  Faber 
The  marriage  fade  place  quietly  in 
London,  on  Friday.  April  II.  1997. 
between  Mr  Christopher  Cook  and 
Mrs  Emma  Faber. 

Mr  R.F.  MiBer 
and  Miss  S.D.  Boyd 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  April  5.  at  Glasgow  Central 
Him  Pentecostal  Church,  between 
Richard  Frederick,  son  of  Mr 
Keith  Miller,  of  Leith,  and  Mrs 
Waknrky-Perkins,  of  ChudJeigh. 
Devon,  and  Susan  Dunkdd,  only 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  lain 
Boyd,  of  Ashorst,  Hampshire. 

A  reception  was  held  at  the 
House  for.  an  .  Art  Lover. 
Bellahouston  Park. 


Anniversaries 


TODAY 

BIRTHS:  Giuseppe  Tartini.  com¬ 
poser.  Istria.  1692;  John  George 
Lambton.  1st  Earl  of  Durham, 
statesman.  London.  1792. 

DEATHS:  Boris  Godunov.  Tsar  of 
Russia  1598-1605.  Moscow.  1605; 
Feodor  Chaliapin,  bass  singer  and 
actor.  Paris.  1938;  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt.  32nd  American  Presi¬ 
dent  193M5,  Warm  Springs.  Geor¬ 
gia.  1945;  Joe  Louis,  the  “Brown 
Bomber”,  world  heavyweight  box¬ 
ing  champion  1937-48.  Las  Vegas. 
1981;  Alan  Stewart  Paion,  writer. 
Durban,  1988;  Sugar  Ray  Robin¬ 
son.  boxer.  Culver  City.  California. 
1989. 

The  American  CSvfl  War  began 
with  the  siege  of  Fort  Sumter. 
South  Carolina.  1861. 
TOMORROW 

BIRTHS:  Thomas  Wentworth.  1st 


Earl  of  Strafford,  statesman. 
London.  1593;  Frederick  North. 
2nd  Earl  of  Guilford.  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  I77&B2,  London,  1732: 
Thomas  Jefferson.  3rd  American 
President  180909.  Shadweff.  Vir¬ 
ginia.  1743;  Richard  Trevithick, 
pioneer  of  railways.  Ilfogan.  Corn¬ 
wall.  1771:  Sir  Arthur,  Harris, 
Marshal  of  the  RAF.  Cheltenham. 
1892. 

DEATHS:  Jean  de  La  Fontaine, 
poet,  Paris.  1695;  Charles  Leslie, 
controversial^!.  G  las  lough,  Ire¬ 
land.  1722;  Sir  William 
Orchardson.  painter.  London. 
1910. 

The  Royal  Military  Academy  was . 
established  at  Woolwich.  1741. 

The  Catholic  Emancipation  Act 
was  passed.  1S29. 

The  Anti-Semitic  League  was 
founded  in  Prussia.  1882. 


BMDS:  0171680  6880 
PRIVATE:  01714814000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


I  iton  wud  tor  the  lost, 
recover  the  straggler,  ban¬ 
dage  the  tnfored.  ■trangtbasL 
lit*  sick,  leave  tbs  bealtby 
rod  strong  to  play,  and  give 
nay  Qocfc  tbetr  peeper  food. 
*  -  •  34  :  16 


BIRTHS 


BIRTHS 


ASWOLE  -  an  April  3rd.  to 
Emma  and  Bldnad.  a  son. 
William  Egbert. 


DAMES  -  On  February  23rd  tn 
Hereford,  to  Robert  and 
Ruth.  ■  Hq  ,  George  Partial 


DUDLEY  -  On  April  Stb  1997. 
to  Carmen  Cade  jtswna) 
and  MldteNiL  a  xnv  MDSaa 

Robert  Thornton,  a  brother 
for  Alexandra  and  ibntla. 
DUNCAN  -  On  March  28th 
1997.  to  Caroline  MhcheB- 
Htjgs  and  Andrew,  a 
daughter.  Iona  Judy 
Alexandra,  a  sister  for 


DEATHS 


The  Board  of  Directors, 
the  Management  and  the 
Staff  of  Republic  National 
Bank  of  New  York  are 
sad  to  announce  the 
passing  of 

MRS  EVELYNE  NASSER 

sister  of  their  Honorary 
Chairman, 

MR  EDMOND  J.SAFRA 


BOTTOM- On  4th  April  1997 
at  The  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital,  to  Sally 
(nae  Green}  and  Tint,  a 
beautiful  baby  daughter. 


MEN  .<*>  April  8th  1997  M 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 


Horn  -  On  April  10th  1997  at 
Tbo  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Victoria  and  Charles,  a 
daugfteen  COfvta  Alexandre 
and  a  son,  Edward  Clwrtai 

Dter- 

HUBRAHP  -  On  Thursday  10th 
April  at 
(Me  Crai _ 

daughter,  Rebecca  fens, _ 

12oce.  Best  wtonaa  to  all  three 
ftwTCl) 

ISANLAA  -  On  April  7tb  at  The 
Purttead  Hospital,  to  Helton 
and  LtvfBd,  a  lovoly 
daughter  Dub. 

LAU.Y-  Helen  (trie  Mathews) 
and  Frank  are  proud  to 
Uxtb  of  tl 


tbo  Urth  of  their 
daughter  Rebecca  Ebzabetb 
n  Friday  lid  April  1997. 

M  fONIWL  -  On  April  3nl 
1997  at  The  Portland 
Hospital,  to  Dawn  and  lua; 
a  son,  Benedict  Mark 
Thomas,  our  wonderful 


MORABTTO  -  On  9th  April 
1997.  to  Bnthshoha  (ndo 
Abst)  and  Giuseppe,  a 
dauplan^  Alleges. 

ROWBL- On  9th  April  1997. 
to  Amw  Case  van  dsn  Bexg), 
wife  of  Oriswphsr,  n  woa. 
Edward  ltefin,  a  brother  for 
Constance  and  Srtbss. 

STOKE  -  On  April  lac  In 
Oefantto  Judhh  (nfo  Neele) 
and  Sachard,  a  daughter, 
Hast  a  sister  for 


TSUMOBM  -  on  April  5ft  at 
The  Foreland  Hospital,  to 
Totao  Cnee  Kanokp)  and 
Takeshi,  a  lovely  aaof^tee, 
Kti. 


TV8OE.0nJlinfl3id.to _ 

(pda  fcanmazO  and  fofau.  a 
son.  Henry  George,  ■  brother 
for  mpda  and  wwaby. 

WUMMS  -  On  20th  April,  to 
Tina  (uee  Charlton}  and 
Shoo,  a  daughter,  Ena 
Uargm,  a  sister  for  Owen, 


RUBY 

ANNIVERSARIES 


FA1RCLOUGH:  WILSON 
Donald  to  Ml  Has  on  13th 
April  1957. 


WILLIAMS  -  Bill  and  Coral 
13U>  April  1957,  with  loss 
and  thanm  fonts,  Steven. 
Ann,  Michael  and  Sonfo, 
irsndchildren  Victoria, 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


WlKMHIHVLLManUS  -  On 
12th  April  19«7  at  AD  Saints 
NUsy.  Surrey,  Edward  folf 
lMcfoimsth.  Sudan  FoUttcal 
Ssrvioa.  to  Elspsth  Obuuii, 
Now  at  rtessuj,  S89  5DW. 

RAE  SMITIUWATBOH  -  On 
12th  April  1947  at  St 
AugurttnsTe  Church.  Hsdon. 
bst  fata,  David  Douglas 
Raa  Smith  and  Margaret 
AUson  (Johnny)  Watson. 


DEATHS 


«A»- Robert  Dennis _ 

gfonnla)  peacefully  at 
Tolnta  House  Belize  Steal 
hobs  on  loth  April,  luted 
father  of  the  fate  lane,  deur 
R»«be*  Of  Donald  and 
ShMay.  ftnrtl  Sanies  as 
WHfbnl  Hm  Cwumdan  at 
L45  ptn  Wednesday  16th 
teL  rUDy  flntB  Ofttf 
pfow  to  Hanley  Brothers, 
500  Mansfield  Road. 
HnPlnjMa.  NOS  2PB. 

d*  CORDOVA  -  cim»n 
paa^faDT  at  bone  on  10th 
ApriL  Mach  fond  wtfe  Of 
folm  and  mother  of  SheDa, 
Tessa  and  isabeL  CnaaarioB 
private.  Thank 
Service  at  St  Peter’s 

ffowara  only,  rkmutinui  to 
Dorothy  House  Fouadatfoq. 
Bradford -on-Avon,  MIS 
2LE. 


DEATHS 


-  On  April 
10th.  lan  Prifonadftwa 
MA  EL,  dted  pnoriUDy  er 
boms  after  a  long 
Dearly  loved  husband  of 
Barbara,  father  of  Janet, 
Helen.  Sbeanagta.  Bsnriop 
and  Ahstalma  Graadfathe 
to  seven.  Private  Family 
Service  oa>  Waftnrjiiay  16th 
April  foHomd  by  a  Service 
a!  Tfanksgtvfag  at  230  pm 
at  St  Andrews  Church, 
Tiverton.  Family  flowers 
only  please  and  donations  to 


Curio,  Tldeombe  Hall, 


H  Squire  ft  Sam,  Wellbrook 
Street,  Tiverton,  (01884) 
253021. 


9th  April  1997  at  Si 
Andrews  Memorial  Hospital 
passed  away  peacefully 
after  a  long  sad  ciwitoufotn 

Mary  and  faring  father  of 
/Uwjairr  and  Fetes.  Service 
of  Thanksgiving  win  be  held 
at  Hope  Faric  Church,  St 
Andrews,  on  Tuesday  April 
ISth  at  2  pm.  fonowfag  a 
ci  uni  si  Ion  service  In  Ikraftse 
Crematorium.  Family 
Otnrtn  only. 


April  10th, 
peeosfellr  at  Taunton,  aged 
73.  Funeral  Service  at 
Taunton  Baptist  Church, 
Saver  Street,  Friday  April 
18th,  IAS  pm,  an  welcome. 
The  PnndtBt  of  the 
Immortals  has 1  ended  iifc 
spett 


MfaEBT  -  Alan  Buy,  TD; 
F1ICS,  died  peacefully  In 
hospital  an  April  10th  1997, 
beloved  hnebrnri  of  Wendy 
(her  of 


ampasttftntfteba. 
A  Sm  rice  Of  Thanksgiving 
rilbt  heM  to  Mm»  Mayo 
Omit.  Devon,  on  Thursday 
April  17th  at  23  S  pm. 
Deuatksai  If  deriied  for  the 
Oncriagy  Data  at  Ftssdoia 
Hrids  Boroltal  may  bo  swat 
toVUtvrCFBsuL  2 
Road.  Rympton,  nymouth 
FL7  1QW,  t«l-  (OlTSX) 
343848. 


loved  father 


OCKLES1TON  -  Ou  Tuesday 
April  8th  peacefully  la 
hospital.  Tommy,  beloved 
husband  of  tbs  late  Betty 
ad  father  of  Ester.  Sit  vies 
of  Thanksgiving  on 
esday  April  lath  at  St 


Mary  tbs  Virgin  Church, 
A  near  Cbssten  at  12 
So 


OB  llth  April,  Jbhn 
femes  Oocl&sted  81 
years  of  Enfield.  Dearly 
loved  father,  father-fn-tarw 


friend  to  an  who  knew 
Funeral  Service  at  gripping 


19th 


Andl  «  11S0 

flowers  only,  d 
BorHNU 


I09dl 

cfo  JAM  Bumpbris,  32  Albert 
Stress  Banbcty  OD6  8DG. 

RADFORD  -  Ob  April  7th  1997 
at  horns  fohn  Idwmd  Dtoev 
aged  81.  Much  loved 
healamd  of  Bariare,  father 
of  Joy,  fan,  fomtifer  awl  Alan 
end  grandfather  of  Lacy. 
Andrew,  Daniel,  Edward, 


Tuesday  15th  April  at 
1.45pm.  Ho  flowers  but 


REYMft  -  lolnda  tragically  on 
1st  Much  1997.  Funeral 
took  place  at  St  Mary’s 

Cbmch,  flflir1****.  L^ytffcwk.  A 

wonderiul  me  that  mought 

and  will  always  be 
■ivsmsibeied  whh  Bauch  tors 
Belinda.  Humberto. 
Mkhari.  her  sefatbes 
from  Teamela  and  bar 

MLIM8I  -  Beloved  Major 
William  Arthur  Salinger, 
retired  OS.  Afe  Force,  died 
peacefully  «  Friday  4th 
Afafl  1997,  aged  78.  He  wfl] 
he  foeof  MHiuimhaiefl  foe 
hie  charm  wit  and  sense  of 
style  by  all  Iris  faedty. 


INMEMORIAM  — 
PRIVATE 


HMBT  -  In  tostng  isamoey 
of  Stephen  who  dhd  13th 
April  1994  agsd  38. 


IN  MEMORIAM  — 
PRIVATE 


■MOTS  -  Gwendolen,  died 
2nd  September  1996,  and 
Neville  Wyn.  died  27th 
November  1974.  Much  fa 
parents  of  Ann,  Jane  and 
Derek,  and  loving 
grandparents  of  tfe  Robin, 


Reiaembeted  today  on  tbo 
56th  auafveoary  of  their 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


A  MONTH  WAY  SCHOOL  in  the 
tradition  at  Oorifof 


can  «em 


la  Acamflpq 


Huts,  horn  ta 
1I44HL  ft 

Ukrschr  (rim  Hrtrimfa  H 
yoe  know  uhem  rim  Is  or  can 
he  masked,  she  Je  hriiess  ef  an 
estate.  Tat  0031  30  3719227/ 
lUro  OO  21  30  271936* 


GAP  ACTIVITY 

PROJECTS 

(GAP)  Ud 

2Shhi*mwti1OT. 
tfe  HedM  veto  In  to  lor 
MaqrmMnshB 

farifatftuu  suUm 

weans  mds  GUP’s 

ttJ&SSSS? 

01189578634. 
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MWff  fami  your  OhS 


-Trt  03  98507021. 


SER VICES 


ter  the  npuu  hrtp  you  to  know 


_ _ 

fhaterbery.  CT1 


WANTED 


■fa  A 
-0130* 


_ _ -rid.  0171  1 _ 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


AU.AVNL  Ihaaenra  an  thnm 
Mfo"  Vnm  faagm 

dan  an  pen  0171  4SO  0183 


FOR  SALE 


Oriel. 


headoier  S*  detama 
hot«  man  toaetaeuiar  bar. 
boor  view.  Anffl  Jn».  *8a  . 
fobtltaa  OlSS  Ttrao 
ev  fan  Q0es2  ztsmiL-Si 


sss'sraar^s 

01380  850(09  tWBm) _ 


MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 


riAniMBR  opught  rtm. , 


te 


toaa  ml  actfon. 


GIFTS 


412844  9nro  7 


HMWWNsr 

12  — - — 

*££.£3^ 

mbs  toe,  la  tarn 

g" omSSbrccu 

far  01421  “=*■ 


FLATSHARE 


HYDE  OT  ROM  baa,  SUp*ri> 


_ I  Cba  «feh  eUc  rim)  * 

bd  fit  far  famOy  Hvl>m  te  rim 

entry.  SSfSL  ggjgjj 


Ok.  «j  mod  aamm.  8326 

bam.  WB 

0181743 


DOMESTIC  & 
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SITUATIONS 
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.Obituaries 


HENRY  HYDE 


LAURA  NYRO 


Henry  Hyde.  American  wartime 
spymaster.  died  in  New  York  on 
April  5  aged  81.  He  was  boro  In 
Paris  on  October  31, 1915. 


A  New  York  lawyer  descend¬ 
ed  from  the  founder  of  the 
Equitable  Life  Insurance 
Company.  Henry  Hyde  has 
his  place  in  military  history  as  the 
organiser  of  the  “Penny  Farthing"  spy 
network  which  made  such  a  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  success  of  the  Allied 
landings  in  the  South  of  France.  His 
birth  in  Paris  to  American  parents 
whose  social  circle  touched  espionage, 
fashion,  art  and  the  military  world, 
was  of  inestimable  advantage  when,  in 

f,  1942.  he  was  recruited  by  Allen  Dulles 
for  the  Office  of  Strategic  Services 
(forerunner  of  the  CIA)  to  organise  the 
Allied  espionage  penetration  of  south¬ 
ern  France.  The  result  was  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  an  unusual  intelligence 
network  which  embraced  both  French 
aristocrats  and  anarchists,  as  well  as 
many  shades  of  political  opinion  in 
between. 

It  was  to  provide  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  on  German  troop  movements  in 
southern  France  which  was  of  invalu¬ 
able  help  to  the  US  Seventh  Army  in  its 
advance  from  the  French  Riviera  up 
the  Rhone  valley  in  the  summer  of 
1044.  Penny  Farthing  intelligence  also 
gave  material  assistance  to  the  D-Day 
landings  by  locating  the  Das  Reich 
division  before  it  was  able  to  move 
northwards  to  join  in  the  battle  for  the 
Normandy  beachhead.  Hyde’s  exploits 

»are  recorded  in  Joseph  FtersicoY  book 
Piercing  the  Third  Reich  and  in  Wild 
Bill  Donovan  by  Anthony  Cave 
Brown. 

Born  in  Paris,  Henry  Baldwin  Hyde 
grew  up  in  Versailles.  His  father. 
James  Hazen  Hyde,  was  an  ardent 
Francophile  who  spent  more  than  forty 
years  in  France  and  seldom  returned  to 
the  US.  At  his  home  he  entertained  a 
large  and  glittering  circle  which  includ¬ 
ed  the  Allied  Commander  in  Chief. 
Marshal  Foch.  Hyde’s  mother,  Marthe 
Leishman,  ran  a  salon  which  was 
frequented  at  various  times  by  Ravel. 
Cole  Porter,  the  painter  Marie  Lauren¬ 
cin  and  the  society  beauty  Misia  Sen 
(hers elf  die  wife  of  the  Spanish  painter 
Jose-Marla  Serf). 

Hyde  was  educated  in  France. 
England  and  Germany  and  became 
fluent  in  French  and  German.  In 
France  he  attended  the  College  de 
Normandie  and  then  went  to  cfiDlon 
College  in  Switzerland.  In  England  he 
was  educated  at  Charterhouse  before 
going  to  Trinity  College.  Cambridge,  to 
read  history.  He  then  went  for  a  period 
to  Bonn  University  before  returning  to 
America  to  study  at  Harvard  Law 
School.  But  he  arrived  back  in  America 
having  developed,  from  his  continental 
education,  what  Anthony  Cave  Brown 
has  described  as  “a  Cartesian  mind 


that  was  rare  in  American  society."  He 
was  already  a  natural  candidate  for  the 
OSS  role  he  was  later  to  fulfil. 

He  was  in  practice  in  the  law  in  New 
York  when  he  was'  recruited  into  the 
OSS  tty  Allen  Dulles,  himself  a  lawyer. 
Hyde  was  sent  to  Algiers  where,  after  a 
period  doing  routine  desk  work  he 
became  responsible  for  collecting  intel¬ 
ligence  about  the  movement  of  Ger¬ 
man  forces  in  southern  France,  with  an 
eye  on  the  “Anvil”  invasion  which  was 
to  complement  the  Normandy  land¬ 
ings  (when  it  actually  happened  it  was 
renamed,  less  impressively.  "Dra¬ 
goon").  He  was  told  to  recruit,  brief 
and  equip  agents,  to  select  dropping 
points  and  to  coordinate  communica¬ 
tions  between  the  spies  and  the  OSS  in 
Algiers.  “Penny  Farthing",  as  this 
operation  became  known,  was  always 
reckoned  by  the  OSS  to  be  its  most 
successful  wartime  effort 
That  if  was  so.  was  largely  due  to 
Hyde’s  knowledge  of  France  and  the 
French  psy  chology  and  to  his  willing¬ 
ness  to  embrace  unusual  solutions  to 
problems.  Thus,  his  espionage  team 


contained  personalities  as  different  as 
the  Lyons  nobleman  Count  Jacques  de 
Rocquefort  and  the  firebrand  socialist 
anarchist  Mario  Manet  (codename 
Toto").  Between  them  these  men  led 
the  Penny  Farthing  operation  on  the 
ground. 

After  bringing  them  to  London  and 
having  them  trained  there.  Hyde  had 
them  dropped  into  France  from  where 
they  radioed  information  on  German 
troop  movements  to  the  OSS’s  HQ  in 
Algiers.  In  six  months  Hyde  oversaw 
the  expansion  of  the  Penny  Farthing 
network  of  radio  stations  from  two  to 
20,  to  provide  a  quire  remarkable  flow 
of  information  to  the  Allies.  Eventually, 
after  transmitting  more  than  200 
messages  to  Hyde  in  Algiers.  Toto  was 
captured  by  the  Gestapo  in  Lyons  and 
interrogated  by  the  German  security 
service  (Sicherheitsdienst).  He  was  to 
remain  a  captive  of  the  SD  in  Fort 
Montluc  —  in  the  daily  expectation  of 
being  shot  —  until  the  liberation  of 
Lyons. 

But  by  the  time  he  was  taken,  the 
damage  to  German  military'  prospects 


had  been  done.  When  the  American 
Seventh  Army  and  Free  French  forces 
went  ashore  at  landing  points  between 
Cannes  and  Toulon  on  August  15. 1944. 
they  were  unusually  well  acquainted 
with  the  dispositions  of  their  opponents 
and  sustained  incredibly  tight  losses: 
94,000  men  and  11,000  vehicles  were 
landed  with  fewer  than  200  casualties. 
As  a  result  of  this  Allied  awareness,  the 
defending  German  19th  Army  received 
a  severe  mauling  before  it  was  able  to 
extricare  itself  and  retreat  north.  There¬ 
after,  the  advance  was  eased  at  every 
step  by  the  flow  of  intelligence  avail¬ 
able  to  it,  as  well  as  by  the  harassing 
efforts  of  the  French  Resistance  in  the 
South  (not  to  mention  the  fact  that  its 
victorious  path  lay  through  some  of 
France's  finest  wine  country).  General 
Alexander  Patch,  who  commanded  the 
US  Seventh  Army,  was  later  to 
congratulate  the  head  of  the  OSS. 
Major-General  Donovan,  on  the  “ex¬ 
traordinary  accuracy"  of  the  intelli¬ 
gence  thar  P6nny  Farthing  had 
delivered  to  him. 

Yet  one  of  Penny  Farthing’s  most 
signal  intelligence  feats  bore  nor  upon 
the  Fran co- American  advance  in  the 
South  but  on  the  earlier  Normandy 
battle.  This  was  the  discovery  of  the 
presence  of  die  SS  Panzer  Division  Das 
Reich  in  southwestern  France  when  it 
was  thought  to  be  in  action  on  the 
Russian  front.  The  detection  by  a 
Penny  Farthing  agent  of  this  very 
powerful  unit  in  a  position  where  it 
could  be  rushed  northwards  to  menace 
the  Allied  breakout  in  Normandy  was 
a  great  intelligence  coup  and  gave 
Allied  tactical  air  force  and  French 
guerrilla  commanders  time  to  prepare 
plans  to  disrupt  its  march  when  the 
time  came  for  it  to  move.  The  upshot 
was  that  the  Reich  division  was  harried 
by  air  strikes  and  guerrilla  ground 
attacks  all  the  way  from  the  Bordeaux 
area  to  Normandy,  where  it  arrived  far 
too  late  to  affect  the  outcome. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  Hyde  was 
awarded  the  Croix  de  Guerre  and  I 
made  an  officer  of  the  Legion  of  I 
Honour  by  a  grateful  French  Govern¬ 
ment.  while  the  US  Government 
awarded  him  two  Bronze  Stars.  After 
VE-Day,  Hyde  replaced  Dulles  as  OSS 
chief  in  Switzerland,  remaining  in  the 
post  for  two  years  before  returning  to 
the  US  where  he  practised  internation¬ 
al  law  for  two  leading  New  York  law 
firms  until  his  retirement  in  1990. 
Aside  from  his  professional  work,  he 
was  a  president  of  the  Veterans  of  the 
OSS  and  was  also  a  vice-president  of 
the  French  Institute/Alliance  Fran- 
i^aise.  In  the  latter  capadty  he  was  able 
to  continue  his  work  for  better  Fran  co- 
American  understanding. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Liza, 
whom  he  married  in  1961.  by  two 
daughters  from  a  previous  marriage  to 
Marie  de  LaGrange.  and  by  two 
stepdaughters. 


DR  RICHARD  ROBINSON 


Dr  Richard  Robinson, 
gardener  and 
hoiticoltnraJ 
photographer,  died  on 
March  27  aged  80.  He 
was  born  on  March  21. 

1917. 

THE  garden  that  Richard 
Robinson  created  over  a  per¬ 
iod  of  38  years  an  an  exposed 
hilltop  at  Hyde  Hall,  in 
Rettendon,  is  a  Mecca  for 
plantsmen.  It  is  now  one  of 
three  gardens  owned  by  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Society, 
having  been  gifted  to  the 
society  in  1993. 

Richard  Henry  Martin  Rob¬ 


inson  (rained  first  to  be  a 
doctor,  but  having  qualified  he 
turned  from  medicine  to  farm¬ 
ing.  He  bought  Hyde  Hail  in 
1955  and  began  running  the 
farm  of  nearly  I.S0O  acres.  The 
garden  started  simply  as  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  clear  up  around  the 
farmhouse  and  outbuildings. 

The  bleak  site  was  an  un¬ 
likely  place  to  start,  but  Robin¬ 
son  planted  trees  and  shelter 
belts  to  protect  the  land.  Trees 
and  shrubs  from  mild  cli¬ 
mates  such  as  California  now 
thrive  there.  Robinson  treated 
the  alkaline  soil  with 
aluminium  sulphate  in  wood¬ 
land  areas  to  make  it  suitable 


for  lime-haring  rhododen¬ 
drons  and  other  Ericaceae. 

Hyde  Hall  is  now  renowned 
for  its  comprehensive  collec¬ 
tion  of  plants.  Robinson  was 
constantly  updating  his 
garden.  He  had  a  network  of 
horticultural  friends  with 
whom  he  exchanged  plants. 
He  built  up  the  national 
collections  of  Malus  (orna¬ 
mental  crab  apples)  and  Vi¬ 
burnum.  and  a  magnificent 
collection  of  roses. 

Robinson  always  main¬ 
tained  dial  his  garden  merely 
evolved  rather  than  being 
carefully  planned  on  graph 
paper.  But  this  is  nor  the 
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impression  it  created. The 
grounds  at  Hyde  Hall  are 
more  like  a  charming  series  of 
smaller  gardens,  than  one 
large  one.  There  is  a  long 
herbaceous  border  with  the 
plants  arranged  in  colour 
groups.  At  another  turn  one  is 
confronted,  in  May  and  early 
June,  Ity  a  rainbow  of  irises  in 
what  is  probably  the  longest 
iris  border  to  be  seen  any¬ 
where.  Another  unique  feature 
is  a  large  colony  of  foxtail  lilies 
( Eremurus )  naturalised 
among  shrub  roses,  their 
spires  of  flowers  rising  above 
the  rose  blooms. 

Robinson  was  also,  for 
many  years,  the  official  pho¬ 
tographer  to  the  Royal  Horti¬ 
cultural  Society  and  a  familiar 
figure  at  its  Westminster  flow¬ 
er  shows  where  he  photo¬ 
graphed  the  plants  that  had 
received  awards. 

He  was  custodian  of  the 
Harry  Smith  Horticultural 
Photographic  Collection  origi¬ 
nally  based  at  Hyde  Hall  but 
recently  relocated  to  Wickford 
near  by.  This  collection  of 
garden  and  plant  photographs 
is  drawn  upon  by  gardening 
publishers  worldwide. 

The  Royal  Horticultural  So¬ 
ciety  awarded  Robinson  the 
Gold  Veitch  Memorial  Medal 
in  I9S7  for  his  services  to 
horticulture.  The  society's 
honorary  fellowship  was  con¬ 
ferred  on  him  in  1993, 

He  was  twice  married.  He 
had  two  children  by  his  first 
marriage,  one  of  whom  prede¬ 
ceased  him.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Helen. 


Laura  Nyro.  American 
anger  and  songwriter, 

died  from  cancer  on  April 
8  aged  49.  She  was  born 
on  October  18. 1947. 

THE  boundaries  of  pop  music 
were  expanded  a  little  and 
forever  by  the  eccentric,  late 
Sixties  figure  of  Laura  Nyro,  A 
Bronx  native,  Nyro  sang 
about  rough,  urban  environ¬ 
ments  in  a.voice  which  could 
sweep  from  soft,  whispery 
anguish  to  operatic  bravura 
in  a  single  phrase.  “Gentle  as 
a  razor-blade”  was  how  one 
critic  described  the  disconcert¬ 
ing  effect.  In  that  women- 
dominated.  introspective 
school  of  songwriting  she  was 
second  only  to  Joni  Mitchell 
and  Carole  King. 

As  a  singer,  her  popularity 
never  readied  far  beyond  the 
Haight  Ashbury  hippies.  But 
as  a  songwriter,  she  made 
stars  of  many  of  her  contem¬ 
poraries:  And  When  I  Die 
/recorded  Ity  Peter,  Paul  and 
Mary  and  Blood,  Sweat  and 
Tears);  Eli's  Coming  (Three 
Dog  Night);  Wedding  Bell 
Blues  (the  Fifth  Dimension); 
and  Sroney  End  (Barbra 
Streisand).  Stoned  Soul  Picnic 
alone  was  recorded  by  60 
other  artists,  including  Aretha 
Franklin  and  Frank  Sinatra. 
Nyro,  too.  might  have  had  hit 
singles  had  she  been  prepared 
to  make  slight  cuts  to  her 
album  tracks  —  to  which  she 
would  never  agree. 

Unlike  some  contemporar¬ 
ies  such  as  Janis  Joplin  she 
survived  the  temptations  of 
exotic  stimulants  and  got  out 
in  time  to  save  her  health  and 
sanity.  In  1972.  after  returning 
from  a  tour  in  Japan,  she 
retired  with  her  carpenter 
husband  to  a  small  fishing 
town  in  Massachusetts.  The 
marriage  did  not  last  but  the 
retirement  did  —  bar  the 
occasional  new  album  and 
Burry  of  media  interest. 

Laura  Nigro.  as  she  was 
christened,  was  brought  up  in 
the  musical  melting  pot  of  the 
Bronx,  agd  influenced  by  her 
Spanish  and  black  neigh¬ 
bours.  her  Italian  father  who 
tuned  pianos  for  a  living  and 
played  jazz  trumpet,  and  her 
Jewish  mother  who  wor¬ 
shipped  Debussy.  She  wrote 
poems  and  songs  from  the  age 
of  eight  in  a  prolific  if 
undisciplined  manner  and  at 
Manhattan’s  High  School  of 
Music  and  Art  was  given  a 
solid  grounding  in  piano  and 
composition.  At  night  she 
sang  in  subway  stations  with  a 
neighbourhood  harmony 
group. 

Though  her  voice  had  been 
trained  to  1  sing  opera.  She 
never  really  got  beyond  a 
minority  appeal  as  a  singer; 
her  main  contribution  was  to 
be  as  a  songwriter.  Her  best- 


known  song.  And  When  I  Die. 
was  recorded  by  Peter.  Paul 
and  Mary  when  she  was  only 
17  (Blood.  Sweat  and  Tears 
later  also  had  a  hit  with  it).  By 
then  Nyro  was  well-estab¬ 
lished  as  a  folksinger.  with 
her  long  skirts,  her  centre- 
parted  black  hair  flowing 
down  to  her  guitar,  and  her 
sloe-black  eyes  trained  on  ihe 
audience  as  she  wailed 
through  her  compositions. 

The  success  of  And  When  l 
Die  led  to  an  invitation  to 
appear  at  the  Monterey  Pop 
Festival  In  1967.  But  against 
the  psychedelic  atmosphere 
and  the  high  voltage  rock  of 
Jimi  Hendrix.  Nyro  seemed 
out  of  place.  She  had  chosen  to 
wear  a  grotesque  black  wed¬ 
ding  dress  and  to  stage  a 
Motown-style  revue,  and  she 
was  booed  off  stage.  Nyro, 
who  always  spooked  easily, 
was  so  wounded  that  she 
avoided  performing  in  public 
again  for  several  years. 

Her  first  album.  More  than 
a  New  Discovery  (1966) 
showed  off  her  sophistication 
as  a  songwriter.  Her  new 
manager  David  Geffen  en¬ 
sured  her  a  free  creative  hand 
in  The  studios  of  her  next 
recording  company.  Colum¬ 
bia  Records  for  the  second 
album.  The  result  was  Eli  and 
the  Thirteenth  Confession 
(1968).  an  emotional  account 
of  a  young  woman  growing 
up.  which  influenced  a  whole 
generation  of  women  song¬ 
writers  —  not  just  her  immedi¬ 
ate  contemporaries  but 


women  like  Kate  Bush.  Rickie 
Lee  Jones  and  Suzanne  Vega. 
Three  more  albums  followed, 
and  her  one  brush  with  the 
pop  charts  —  a  version  of  the 
Drifters'  Up  on  the  Roof  in 
1970.  The  1971  Gonna  Take  a 
Miracle  album  was  a  tribute 
to  the  old  New  York  street 
standards  of  Motown  and 
doo-wop. 

Then  came  her  early  retire¬ 
ment,  ended  by  the  album 
Smile  (1976)  which  she  went 
on  the  road  to  promote.  Now 
right  months  pregnant  and 
radiantly  healthy,  she  seemed 
relaxed  to  be  back  on  stage. 
She  took  six  years  off  to  bring 
up  her  son  but  was  back  on  the 
touring  circuit  in  the  1980s. 

Nyro  had  found  thar  only 
artists  like  Bob  Dylan  could 
withdraw  so  completely  from 
their  audience  and  then  be 
accepted  back  entirely,  no 
matter  what  musical  direction 
They  had  decided  to  take  in  the 
interim.  The  loyal  core  of  fans 
.still  turned  out  to  see  her 
Christmas  Eve  shows  in 
downtown  Manhattan  and 
Columbia  recenily  released  a 
two-disc  retrospective  of  her 
work.  But  she  could  no  longer 
be  called  a  pop  diva,  and 
immersed  as  she  was  in  green 
issues  and  Eastern  mysticism, 
she  did  not  seem  to  miss  the 
mixed  blessings  and  burdens 
of  that  life. 

Laura  Nyro  is  survived  by 
her  son  and  by  her  compan¬ 
ion.  Maria,  her  marriage  hav¬ 
ing  ended  in  divorce  after 
three  years. 


ALAN  GIBSON 


Alan  Gibson,  writer  and 
broadcaster,  died  at 
.  Taunton  on  April  10.  aged 
73.  He  was  born  at 
Sheffield  On  May  28. 1923. 

AS  A  writer  and  broadcaster 
on  many  subjects.  Alan  Gib¬ 
son  had  a  touch  that  was  ail 
his  own,  informed  by  learn¬ 
ing,  generosity  and  humour. 
For  many  years  he  reported 
cricket  for  The  Times  —  not  so 
much  the  cricket  itself  as  a  day 
at  the  cricket  and  the  problems 
of  getting  there,  which 
seemed,  as  often  as-  nor,  to 
entail  changing  at  Didcot. 

The  only  son  of  a  miner  who 
became  a  Baptist  minister, 
Gibson  was  a  Yorkshireman 
by  birth  and  a  West  Country¬ 
man  by  long  association  and 
strong  liberal  convictions.  He 
got  an  exhibition  from  Taun¬ 
ton  School  to  Oxford,  where  he 
became  President  of  the  Union 
and  Took  a  First- in  History 
without  attending  a  single 
lecture  while  in  residence.  He 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
best  way  to  get  a  good  degree 
was  by  reading  for  it. 

From  Oxford  he  became  a 
lecturer  at  Exeter  University 
before  moving  on  to  the  BBC 
in  Bristol,  where  he  soon 
made  an  impact  with  his 


literacy  and  ingeniousness. 
He  was  a  Dissenting  preacher 
of  the  old  school  and  in  1959 
stood  for  Parliament  as  the 
Liberal  candidate  for  Fal- 
mouth/ Cam  borne.  He  and 
Derek  Jones  launched  Good 
Morning,  a  cheerful,  banter¬ 
ing  breakfast  time  radio  pro¬ 
gramme,  which  came  from 
Bristol  and  Plymouth  and 
was.  in  a  sense,  a  pioneering 
one. 

He  introduced  Sunday  Half 
Hour,  was  regularly  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Forum,  became  a  pillar  of 
Round  Britain  Quia  and  by 
the  early  1960s  was  commen¬ 
tating  on  Test  matches  and 
rugby  internationals  /except 
when  the  South  Africans  were 
in  England  in  1969-70,  when 
his  abhorrence  of  apartheid 
prompted  him  to  stand  down.) 

He  was  at  the  microphone 
during  the  dosing  overs  of  the 
famous  Test  match  against 
West  Indies  at  Lord’s  in  1963 
when,  with  an  over  to  go.  all 
four  results  were  still  possible. 
When  the  commentary  team 
at  a  Test  match  consisted  of 
E.  W.  Swan  ton  as  summar¬ 
ises  John  Arlott  and  Gibson, 
with  Brian  Johnston  provid¬ 
ing  the  merriment,  it  was  the 
best  and  most  urbane  it  has 
ever  been.  It  was  the  BBCs 


loss  when  Gibson  was  not 
allowed  the  same  ground 
rules  as  Arlott  when  it  came  to 
required  stimulation. 

Although  Gibson  saw  him¬ 
self  as  a  broadcaster  first  and 
a  journalist  second,  Arlott 
described  him  as  “quite  the 
most  amusing  sport swriter  of 
his  time".  He  needed  a  long- 
suffering  sports  editor  and 
was  reluctant  to  come  to  terms 
with  anything  in  the  way  of 
modem  technology;  he  was 
not  interested  in  “quotes"  or 
minor  records,  but  he  was  a 
delightful  daily  essayist  and 
brilliant  ar  picking  something 
out  from  the  periphery  of  a 
day’s  play  and  returning  to  it 
until  it  became  a  part  of  his 
readers’  world. 

Gibson  wrote  several  books, 
including  an  autobiography. 
A  Mingled  Yam  (1976).  His 
last  four  years  were  spent  in  a 
nursing  home  in  Taunton. 

As  well  as  for  The  Times  he 
contributed  to  The  Sunday 
Times.  The  Guardian,  The 
Spectator  and  The  Cricketer. 

He  is  survived  by  the  two 
sons  of  his  first  marriage,  to 
Olwen  Thomas  in  1948.  and 
the  son  and  daughter  of  his 
second  to  Rosemary  King,  in 
1966.  Both  marriages  were 
dissolved. 


kaap  la  toad 1  far  teas 


USZT  CONCERTS 

We  have  to  record  yet  two  more 
concerts  given  in  honour  of  Liszt's  visit 
to  this  country,  consisting  entirely  of  his 
works  and  witnessed  from  beginning  to 
end  by  the  indefatigable  composer.  The 
‘Liszt  concert  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on 
Saturday  included  two  symphonic 
poems.  Les  Prtludes  and  Mazeppa,  and 
the  4th  Hungarian  Rhapsody,  all  played 
by  the  orchestra  under  Mr.  Manns  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  evoke  the  warmesr 
applause  of  the  audience,  in  which  the 
composer  joined.  At  the  same  concert  a 
young  pianist,  Herr  Stavenhagen,  one 
of  Liszt's  favourite  pupils  and  his 
travelling  companion,  made  his  first 
appearance  in  the  E  flat  concerto,  which 
he  played  with  sensational  brilliancy  of 
execution,  and  with  a  refinement  of 
touch  and  intelligence  of  phrasing  even 
more  remarkable  than  his  technical 
skill.  The  two  Liszt  concertos  now  under 
discussion,  as,  indeed,  those  previously 
given,  did  nor  introduce  a  single  new 
work  of  importance.  But  the  presence  of 
the  master  was  on  each  occasion 


ON  THIS  DAY 

April  12, 1886 


Lust's  visit  to  London  was  sensational, 
not  least  because  at  the  age  of  ?5  he 
fulfilled  a  strenuous  programme  with¬ 
out  showing  any  signs  of  mental fatigue. 


sufficient  to  fill  the  hall  to  the  last  seat 
and  to  rouse  the  audience  to  an 
absolutely  frantic  pitch  of  enthusiasm. 
Ovations  such  as  those  offered  to  Liszt 
have  never  before  been  witnessed  in 
musical  England,  and  for  the  psycho¬ 
logical  student  it  was  an  interesting 
phenomenon  to  see  quiet  and  decorous 
persons  mounting  cm  seats,  waving  hats 
and  handkerchiefs,  and  clamouring 
with  unrestrained  lung  power.  Even 
outside  the  hall  the  composer's  arrival 
was  always  wailed  for  Ity  crowds,  who 


raised  their  hats  to  him  as  if  he  were  a 
king,  and  the  very  cabmen  on  Saturday 
were  fain  to  raise  a  cheer  for  the  "Habby 
Liszt-"  These  humble  admirers  have 
never  heard  a  note  of  his  music,  and 
would  probably  nor  be  very  much  the 
wiser  were  they  to  have  that  privilege. 
What  impresses  them,  as  with  electric 
force,  is  the  noble  face  and  form  and  the 
bearing  worthy  of  a  leader  of  men.  and 
denoting  an  overpowering  personality; 
and  this  fact  at  the  same  time  accounts 
to  a  great  extent  for  the  phenomenal  and 
uninterrupted  success  of  Liszt’s  career 
from  his  boyhood  to  his  old  age.  [There 
follows  a  list  of  more  than  a  dozen 
engagements  —  concerts,  lectures,  pre¬ 
sentations.  conversaziones,  and  an  audi¬ 
ence  with  the  Queen  —  all  in  the  course 
of  one  week.)  A  younger  man  might  well 
have  broken  down -under  this  weight  of 
honour  and  excitement.  But  Liszt  is 
prepared  to  brave  the  fatigues  of  a 
second  week  in  London,  and  has 
accepted  an  in vj ration  to  be  present'bn 
Saturday  next  ar  yet  another  concert  at 
the  Crystal  Palace. 
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Cabinet  lets  Eurosceptics  off  leash 

■  Toiy  candidates  wishing  to  defy  the  government  line  on  the 

single  currency  were  given  Cabinet  blessing  as  it  emerged  that 
parliamentary  aides  to  the  Foreign  Secretary  and  party 
diairman  had  joined  the  lengthening  list  of  those  who  have  said 
Britain  must  keep  the  pound.  William  Hague,  the  Welsh 
Secretary,  said  thai  candidates  were  free  to  say  what  they  liked 
about  the  euro - Pages  1 9-16, 23 

Police  praise  courage  of  rape  victim 

■  An  Austrian  gang  rape  victim  flew  home  to  Vienna  after 

British  police  and  lawyers  praised  her  composure  while  giving 
evidence  at  the  Old  Bailey  of  the  attack  in  which  she  was  also 
subjected  to  other  sexual  acts _ Page  1 


Runners  double  up 

There  is  an  alternative  to  running 
the  Flora  London  Marathon  to¬ 
morrow.  Ir  is  to  run  a  marathon 
...  in  London  ...  sponsored  by 
Flora _ Page  I 

Firemen  to  strike 

Essex  firelighters  voted  to  stage 
one-day  strikes  over  a  proposed 
£15  million  budget  cut . Page  2 

IRA  bomb  plot 

Large  areas  of  southeast  England 
would  have  faced  long  blackouts  if 
an  IRA  plot  to  bortab  power  sta¬ 
tions  had  succeeded,  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley  was  told - - Page  3 

Student  suicide 

An  outstanding  Oxford  University 
student  was  found  hanged  after 
seeking  counselling  for  depression 
over  her  finals - Page  4 

Teachers  face  sack 

Two  teachers  who  went  on  strike 
rather  than  teach  a  bay  with  a 
record  of  classroom  disruption 
face  the  sack . — . Page  4 


Scientist  seeks  a  paper  victory 

■  The  Oxford  scientist  Sir  Roger  Penrose  has  launched  a  legal 
action  against  Kleenex  claiming  that  one  of  its  lavatory  papers 
features  a  mathematical  jigsaw  pattern  that  he  designed  20  years 
ago.  He  is  claiming  copyright  infringement - . Page  1 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,452 


A  £20  book  token  will  be  awarded  to  the  senders  of  the  first  five  correct 
solutions  opened  next  Thursday.  Entries  should  be  addressed  to:  The 
Times,  Saturday  Crossword  Competition,  PO  Bax  486.  Virginia  Street , 
London  El  9DD.  The  names  of  the  winners  and  the  solution  will  be 
published  next  Saturday. 


Name/Address 


ACROSS 

I  Officers  are  superior  to  buglets, 
for  example  (35). 

9  Cruel  taking  back  one  generous 
gesture?  Not  so  (8). 

10  Punish  sailor  taking  fish  caught 
by  king  (ft 

11  Bed  line  1  abandoned  as  un¬ 
appealing  to  consumers  (8). 

12  Clock  getting  appropriate  restora¬ 
tion  (4-4). 

13  Character?  In  a  word,  no  (8). 

14  Where  to  go  for  National  Service? 

((12,7). 

20  Getting  seal  elected  adapt  to  new 
situation  [62). 

21  Rise  gets  one  in  credit,  with 
added  affluence  (8). 

22  Crawl  out  after  explosion  in  scene 
of  action  {35). 

23  Consumed  more  gas?  Brilliant! 

(8). 

24  Author  showing  some  aberrant 
urge,  nevertheless  (8). 

25  Letter  unknown's  sent  In  used  at 

top  of  column  (8). 
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2  Extra  cunning  needed  for  bridge? 

(8). 

3  Contradict  extremely  limited 
adherent  ($). 

4  Add  short  length  under  a  valve  if 
absolutely  necessary  (2X5). 

5  Error  to  stupidly  commit  say 
(5.IQ). 

6  Boy  in  prison  finally  getting  air  in 
cage,  perhaps  (8). 

7  Number  boy  put  on  collections  of 
plants  (8). 

8  Highly  valued,  final  pair  of 
antiques  fell  heavily  (8). 

14  Randomly  deride  how  to  allocate 
numerous  ports  (4,4). 

15  Peacekeepers  to  fight  many? 
That’s  perverse  (8). 

16  None  retreat  after  killing  in  battle 

(8). 

17  Scan  iris  spreading  into  other 
flowers  (8). 

18  Musician's  new  tune  included  in 
record  (8). 

19  Head  case's  small  food  container 

(8). _ 
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Masterpieces  mislaid 

Thousands  of  paintings  whose 
whereabouts  have  long  been  un¬ 
known  have  been  located  in  the 
Government  Art  Collection  Page  5 

Poverty  of.  learning 

A  report  by  Roman  Catholic  bish¬ 
ops  makes  a  direct  link  between 
poverty  and  poor  exam  results  in 
school - - - Page  8 

Iranian  anger 

Iran's  President  Rafcanjani  de¬ 
nounced  a  Berlin  court’s  verdict 
that  Iranian  leaders  had  ordered 
political  murders  carried  out  in 
Germany - Page  17 

Censorship  fears 

Staff  on  the  South  China  Morning 
Post  in  Hong  Kong  fear  a  censor  is 
being  taken  on  to  curb  criticism  of 
China _ _ Page  IS 

Yeltsin  sacks  generals 

President  Yeltsin  dismissed  four  of 
Russia’S  top  military  officers  ac¬ 
cused  of  corruption - Page  19 


Lemon  (jLibendisnohapers) 

Flourishes  in  the  warmth  o£ 
the  West  Country  but  shows  a 
patchy  growth  elsewhere. 
^Familiar  varieties  include 
Action  Man’,  Holier- 
than-thou’  and.  ‘ftnfsdflwi. 
Sjboiddripen  forsaummg  by  May: 


A  Juicy  constituency 


lASA^IHE 

Shooting  star  The  rise  of 

Gianfranco  Zola _ Page  8 

Beautiful  South:  Pop's  hit 

men  revealed _ Page  28 

Men's  fashion  ....  Page  39 

Weekend 

Small  thought  Philosophy 
for  children Paces  L2 . 


Property:  Schools,  mud 

houses - Pages  7-10 

Welsh  wonder  The  year 
of  the  dragon - Page  14 


Model  twins:  Nishan  and. 

Nifa  Handes . —  Page7 

Fishing:  hooked  on 


Wondrous  things:  The  fun¬ 
damental  purpose  of  our 
presaice  in  space  has  always 
been  as  much  what  we  would 
find  out  about  ourselves  as 
what  we  would  discover  on 

distant  planets . -  Page  23 

Labour  tremors:  The  contrast 
between  the  Tories  yesterday, 
brimming  with  bonhomie, 
and  their  strained  and  tetchy 
press  conferences  a  week  ago 
was  stark . . —  Page  23 


Simon  Jenkins:  Episcopal  in¬ 
tervention  in  politics  is  like 
Rogantide  or  Lammas,  a 
harmless  feast  without  which 
England  would  not  be  Eng¬ 
land  _ 1 . Page  22 

Ptifllp  Delves  Broughton:  To 
learn  that  real  Italians  are 
now  rushing  home  to  eat  pre¬ 
packaged.  flavour-enhanced 
lasagne  al  fomo  is  like  find¬ 
ing  out  that  a  model  school¬ 
mistress  has  taken  to  eating 
with  her  fingers - Page  22 


Blair  and  the  unions;  colour 
in  The  Longest  Day.  organ  Henry  Hyde,  US  spymaster; 
restoration _ Page  23  Laura  Nyro.  singer.  Page  25 


WH  Smith:  The  retailer  and 
newsagent  struggling  to  im¬ 
prove  its  high  street  chain’s 
performance  has  parted  com¬ 
pany  with  the  head  of  its 
retail  division - Page  27 

Pay  rise:  Sir  Dive  Thomp¬ 
son.  chief  executive  of  Rento- 
kil  Initial,  the  sprawling 
cleaning  and  pest  control 
group,  was  paid  El .23  million 
last  year . Page  27 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  fell 
42.5  points  to  close  at  4270.7. 
Sterling's  trade-weighted  in¬ 
dex  rose  from  99-3  to  99.7 
after  a  rise  from  $1.6240  to 
$1.6255 . Page  30 


Motor  racing:  Jacques  Vllle- 
neuve  was  fastest  in  free  prac¬ 
tice  for  the  Argentine  Grand 
Prix.  Only  Rubens  Barri- 
chello  was  within  a  second  of 

him - Page  51 

Cricket  Scotland  qualified 
for  the  1999  World  Cup  with 
victory  over  Ireland  in  the 

ICC  Trophy-. - Page  52 

Athletics:  Weather  permit¬ 
ting.  this  could  be  the  best 
London  Marathon  of  the 
decade - Page  47 

-  t  •  CAR97 

Frank  Warren  shows  off  a 
3*2 -tonne  heavyweightPage  1 


Biters  bit  “The  revenge 
drama  currently  being  en¬ 
acted  at  the  Battersea  Arts 
Centre  will  surely  make 
up  in  verbal  barbs  what  it 
lacks  in  corpses”  —  Rich¬ 
ard  Morrison  on  critics  vs 
directors^. . Page  21 

Leases  on  life:  The  City  of 
London  has  long  been  a 
no-go  area  after  8pm  with 
nothing  open  and  nothing 
to  do.  Now  it  is  coming 
ali 

Life  of  Bryan:  Wembley 
Arena  witnessed  a  trium¬ 
phant  display  of  Bryan 
Adams's  power ...  Page  21 


Bleeding  hearts:  The  art 
of  revealing  all ......  Page  4 

Food _ _ -Page? 

What’s  On . ..Pages  15-21 

TV,  radio  guide - -2352 


Latest  Road  and  Weather  conditions 
UK  Weather-  Ml  regions  0336  444  910 
UK  Roads -AD  regioiB  0336  401410 
buMe  M25  0336  401  7M 

M25  and  LMk  Roads  0336  401747 

Natkmri  Motorways  0336  401  748 

Comunnal  Europe  0336  401  OIO 

Channel  crossing  0336  401  388 

Motnrfcw  t»  Heathrow 

6  Gaewidc  airports  0336  407  SOS 


Weather  by  Fax  •  Oih»»woaa 

Dtal 0336  felkwtedty  area  latelbarfcun'mwrfcx 
MfoGeuiay  610334  Scotland  416  340 

VWas  416  315  Khafand  416  341 

ndfands  416  336  London  416  342 

V.ZUZ  N—  Snefto 
N-Wck  416  336  windier 

N.Ean  416  33V  piooira  416  3V7 


Mecfax  Itarfcte 
hshorcWiiRfenan  416  390 

World  City  Weather 

153  destinations  world  wide 
6  Hay  forecast 

by  Phono  dal  0336  41 1216 

by  Pax  (index  page)  0336416333 

Motoring 

Europe  Gounry  by  Cowry  0336401  8 85 

European  biefooso  0336401  880 

French  Motorways  0336  401  887 

Seaport  information  0336  401  882 

Dbneytand  Paris  0336  401409 

l*  Shuttle  0336  401  895 


□  General:  in  England  and  Wales, 
most  places  will  have  a  dry  bright 
day  after  a  sharp  overnight  frost 
and,  perhaps,  some  patchy  mist. 
Sunny  periods  are  expected,  the 
best  of  the  sunshine  In  the  South 
and  South  West  Although  still  warm 
.for  the  time  of  year,  it  will  feel 
fresher. 

For  Scotland  and  Northern  Ire¬ 
land.  northern  Scotland  witi  be 
cloudy  with  a  little  rain  or  drizzle. 
Other  areas  will  be  bright  and  dry 
with  striny  periods. 

□  London,  SE  England,  E  Anglia, 
Central  S  England,  E  Midlands,  E 
England,  W  Midlands,  Channel 
Isles,  SW  England,  S  Wales,  N 
Wales,  NW  England,  Lake  Dis¬ 
trict,  Isle  of  Man,  Central  N 
England  ,  NE  England:  earty  frost 
clearing;  bright  or  sunny  periods, 


dry.  Wind  light,  northerly.  Cooler. 
Max  13C  (55F). 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  & 
Dundee,  Aberdeen,  SW  Scot¬ 
land,  Glasgow,  Central  High¬ 
lands,  Moray  Firth,  Argyll:  frosty; 
bright  or  sunny  intervals,  dry.  Wind 
Baht,  northwest  or  variable.  Warm. 
Max  13C  (55 F). 

□  NE  and  NW  Scotland,  Orkney, 
Shetland:  rather  cloudy,  sane 
patchy  drizzle.  Winds  Tight,  westerly. 
Warm.  Max  11C  (52F). 

□  N  Ireland:  sane  early  mist,  then 
long  sunny  periods.  Wind  light  and 
variable,  coastal  sea  breezes. 
Warm.  Max  13C  (55F). 

□  Outlook  for  tomorrow  and 
Monday:  generally  settled,  dry  and 
sunny,  cloudier  conditions  are  likely 
at  times  in  the  North  and  East 


44  Car  reports  by  fax 


24hreto5pm:b=brightc=douetcI 
r=rsdn;  sh=sho 


sdrtzzJoc  cfe"  dust  stem;  du  adufl;  fafar  fg=tog;  g=s 
war;  si-sleet;  sn— mow;  i=sun;  t=ihunder 


I  Wind  spaed 

' _ I-’.  ‘.•’Vj*!:- 


_  —  sea 

MODERATE.  I  ^conditions 


new  and  used  car  reports  from 

the  AA  menu  of  195  ears  0336  416  399 

Dial  from  four  hx  handset, 
you  may  hare  eo  res  »  pol  remve  mods 


Cals  are  charged  at  45p  per  minute  cheap  rate. 
SOp  per  mhwu  n  afl  other  dmes. 


Sun  risos: 

1  612am 

Sunsets 
752  pm 

1  U 

Moon  rises 

■ufl  1236am 

first  quarter  April  1* 

9X1  am 

London  752  pm  to  609  am 
Bristol  8  02  pm  lo  6  19  am 
Edinburgh  8 13  pm  to  6 13  am 
Manchester  8  CM  pm  lo  6.14  am 
Penance  B  12  pm  to  633  an 

TOMORROW 

Sun  rises  Sun  eels*. 

1  8.09  an  1ZA  pm 

!’■  J  Moon  sen 

129am 

Hist  quarter  tomorrow 

Moon  risos 
10.35  am 

London  ISA  pm  to  607  an 
Bristol  604  pm  to  6.17  am 
Ecfinbuigh  8  .15  pm  to  6 10  an 
Manchester  BOG  pm  to  612  an 
Penances  13  pm  to  6  31  am 
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Yesterday:  Highest  day  temp:  Torquay.  Ojw. 
i9C(GfFj;  lowest  day  mas  Lerwick.  Shetland.  7C 
(45F):  highest  raWaT.  Aberdeen.  Ooe*r  highest 
sunshine;  Torquay.  IJLfihr 


irailbTj;  Rond,  present.  Merseyside,  m 

KCgMern]  u  s  newspaper  at  the  Post 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT  RECYCLING 
Rweted  paper  rude  up 
4i.g%  of  the  raw  material  tor 
UK  newspaper*  toth*  Bret 
tati  of  1896 


TORONTO  OR  NEW  YORK 

BA  747  to  Toronto  on  22  May,  10  July,  6  August, 

29  August,  and  6  September  •  five  nights  at  Sheraton 

•  Niagara  with  helicopter  •  harbour  cruise  •  city  tour 

•  theatre  •  Concorde  supersonic  to  Heathrow  £1,999 

Concorde  supersonic  between  Heathrow  and  New  Yo  rit 

•  four  nights  at  the  Sheraton  •  tours  by  coach,  yacht 
and  helicopter  •  depart  on  25  June  or  18  July  £1,999 

BA  747  to  New  York  on  any  day  •  four  nights  at 
Hilton  (Inc.  Sat.)  a  Concorde  to  Heathrow  £2,499,  or 
£1,399  with  Club  Class  return,  or  £1,899  First  Class 

ORIANA  &  ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Orient-Express  to  Southampton  on  27  May  •  five  night 
Oriana  cruise  to  Monte-Cario'via  Gibraltar  •  tour  Riviera 

•  Concorde  supersonic  from  Nice  to  Heathrow  £1,699 


Orient-Express  to  Southampton  on  8  June  •  three  night 
Oriana  cruise  to  Norwegian  Fjords  •  jet  return  £999 


Fly  to  Nonray  on  11  June  •  eight  night  Oriana  Land 
toe  Midnight  Sun  cruise  to  Bergen  via  the  Fjords  and 

Spitsbergen#  Concorde  supersonic  return  £1,999 


Orient-Express  to  Southampton  on  16  Augusts  six  night 
Oriana  cruise  to  Tenerife  via  Praia  da  Rocha  and 
Casablanca  •  Concorde  supersonic  to  Heathrow  £1,799 

QE2  &  ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Orient-Express  to  Southampton  on  18  June  •  five  night 
QE2  cruise  to  Barcelona  via  Lisbon  and  Tangier  •  dty 
tour  •  Concorde  supersonic  to  Heathrow  from  £1,599 

Orient-Express  to  Southampton  on  13  July  •  eleven  night 
QE2  land  of  the  Midnight  Sun  cruise  to  Bergen  via  the 
Norwegian  Fjords  and  Iceland  •  Concorde  return  £2,999 


Concorde,  QE2  and  Orient-Express  holidays  to  New  York 
(and  Toronto)  •  departures  every  month  from  £2,899 


For  our  full  colour  brochure,  please  telephone. 

0181-992  7000 


W  SUPERLAUVE  TRAVEL  ku 

VMU  «.  WxxDiurrt Road.  London,  W3«SS  Ms 
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Playing  host 
to  millennium 
merrymakers 
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BUSINESS 

Graham  Searjeant 
on  why  a  windfall 
tax  is  unjustified 
PAGE  31 
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Merrett 
ordered 
to  repay 
£600,000 


w-', 


'■>('  ^  MERRETT  Headings  has 

,'T '  been  ordered  by  the  Pensions 

SSsr-s!  ombudsman  to  repay 

£600,000  that  it  unlawfully 
removed  from  its  pension 
•<:; 1  v  =  scheme. 

4  i  ■  The  ruling  by  Dr  Julian 
(  *  •  -  Farrand,  the  ombudsman*  is 

5  another  major  blow  for  Ste- 

Isi.  1  phen  Merrett  the  former  dep- 
uty  chairman  of  Lloyd's  of 
London.  In  January  he  was 
forced  to  pay  £1  million  in 
damages  to  names  who  suf¬ 
fered  losses,  and  was  barred 
-•  from  the  insurance  market 

.  Dr  Farrand  has  ordered 
Merrett  Holdings  to  repay 
•  £6 00,000  of  surplus  assets  it 

*.’•  took  frbm  one  of  its  company 

--  pension  schemes  five  years 
*•  .  ago.  Mr  Merrett  said  he 
■  ‘  would  appeal  but  if  the  deri- 

* -  sipn  was  upheld  it  would  force 
■■■  him  to  red  aim  the  money 
►  L:  from  his  former  syndicates  to 

A  whom  it  was  refunded  in  1993. 
“* -  This  could  bring  him  into 
£ conflict  with  members  of  the 
a  1.900-srrang  Merrett  Syndi- 

5  cate  418  Names'  Association, 

who  battled  for  compensation 
y for  years  after  it  lost  E284 
million. 

As  part  of  the  January 
settlement,  which  protects  him 
£  from  further  legal  action.  Mr 

Merrett  paid  El  million  to  the 
^  action  group  and  agreed  never 

.  ■  to  work,  in  the  market  again. 
£  Merrett  underwriting  agen¬ 

cies  also  promised  to  pay 
about  £22  million  to  Lloyd’s. 

f"~  Mr  Merrett  resigned  as 

deputy  chairman  of  Lloyd’s  in 
•  .  September  1993  as  fury  at 

?  names'  losses  grew.  Two  years 

"  I  later,  in  a  High  Court  case,  he 
was  accused  of  “negligence, 
incompetence  and  dereliction 
of  duty". 

In  his  judgment  Dr  Farrand 
upheld  a  complaint  by  John 
Bird,  a  pensioner,  and  Keith 
Hulme,  the  scheme’s  third 
trustee,  that  the  trustees  had 
been  in  breach  of  Crusr  when 
they  authorised  the  repayment 
of  contributions  back  to  the 
company. 

In  October  1992  the  com- 


By  Gavin  Lumsden 
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party  slopped  paying  contribu¬ 
tions  into  the  Merrett  Syndi¬ 
cates  Ud  Retirement  Benefits 
Scheme  when  Abbey  National 
Independent  Trustees,  die 
scheme’s  second  trustee  and 
administrator,  disclosed  that 
it  had  a  E328  million  surplus. 

At  the  end  of  April  1993  it 
obtained  the  trustees’  agree¬ 
ment  for  a  retrospective  one- 
year  contributions  holiday. 
This  money  was  returned  to 
the  syndicates  who  had  pro¬ 
vided  money  for  the  schemes 
on  behalf  of  Merrett  employ¬ 
ees  working  on  their  behaJf. 
Mr  Bird's  scheme  has  only  120 
beneficiaries,  just  two  of 
whom  are  active,  including 
Mr  Merrett.  Eighty  nine  are 
deferred  members  and  29  are 
drawing  benefits. 

Dr  Farrand  accepted  the 
delay  as  the.  trustees  could 
have  granted  the  holiday  in 
November,  but  said  that  re¬ 
turning  contributions  already 
made  between  March  and 
November  1992  was  in  effect  a 
return  .of  surplus  and  against 
scheme  rules.  He  ordered  the 
company  to  pay  back  the 
£600.000  plus  inrerest  within 
28  days. 

Alistair  Meeks  of  Biddle  & 
Co,  Mr  Hulme’s  solicitors, 
said:  “The  ombudsman's  con¬ 
clusion  is  consistent  with  the 
position  adopted  by  Mr 
Hulme  in  relation  to  the 
Merrett’s  repayment  as  far 
back  as  September  1993.  Pen¬ 
sion  schemes  are  not  piggy 
banks  to  be  raided  when  times 
are  tough." 

Mr  Merrett  said:  “This  is 
a  considerable  surprise.  The 
ombudsman  has  completely 
contradicted  the  interim  re¬ 
port  he  made  last  month." 

The  case  came  to  light 
when  Mr  Bird  and  Mr 
Hulme  became  concerned 
with  the  company’s  plans  to 
save  costs  by  merging  the 
scheme  with  another  com¬ 
pany  scheme,  the  Cree¬ 
ch  urch  Pension  Fund.  Both 
funds  have  assets  of  around 
£20  million. 

Dr  Farrand  said  that  the 
company’s  letters  to  Mr  Bird 
on  winding  up  the  scheme  had 
been  confusing  and  mislead¬ 
ing.  He  ordered  the  company 
to  pay  Mr  Bird  £2.484  for  costs 
incurred  in  seeking  financial 
and  legal  advice. 


Peter  Bamford  has  been  with  WH  Smith  for  ten  years,  the  last  three  as  head  of  retail 

WH  Smith  parts  company 
with  head  of  retail  division 


WH  SMITH,  which  has  been 
struggling  to  improve  the  per¬ 
formance  of  its  main  high 
street  chain,  has  parted  com¬ 
pany  with  the  head  of  its  retail 
division. 

Pfeter  Bamford.  who  has 
worked  at  WH  Smith  for  ten 
years  and  run  the  retail  side 
for  three,  resigned  with  imme¬ 
diate  effect  yesterday.  WH 
Smith  insisted  that  he  was 
leaving  “by  mutual  consent" 
and  on  amicable  terms. 

Headhunters  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  find  a  new  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  the  division,  but 
it  is  already  clear  dial  Bill 
Cockbum,  chief  executive, 
wants  to  take  a  more  hands-on 
approach.  He  has  become 
chairman  of  the  group’s  retail 
board  and  said  that  the  priori¬ 
ties  are  to  improve  profitabni- 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 

ty,  sales  and  customer  satis¬ 
faction.  He  emphasised  that 
the  strategy  far  the  high  street 
chain  is  not  about  to  change. 

He  wants  the  new  manag¬ 
ing  director  to  bring  “fresh¬ 
ness.  energy  and  a  new  pair  of 
eyes,  to  drive  the  business 
forward".  He  does  not  know 
what  Mr  Bamford.  43,  wfll  do. 

After  Mr  Bamford’s  depar¬ 
ture,  the  retail  division  is  be¬ 
ing  restructured  into  three 
parts.  The  100  airport  and  rail¬ 
way  station  outlets  are  being 
put  into  a  new,  separate 
division  with  its  own  manag¬ 
ing  director,  who  has  yet  to  be 
appointed. 

The  logisitics  and  distribu¬ 
tion  arm  of  WH  Smith  Retail 
is  being  hived  off  into  a 
separate  business  reporting  to 
Richard  Handover,  who  is 


managing  director  of  WH 
Smith  News,  the  wholesale 
and  distribution  arm  of  the 
group.  Thus  will  leave  the  next 
managing  director  of  WH 
Smith  Retail  free  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  the  400-strong  high 
street  chain. 

The  company  declined  to 
give  details  of  the  compensa¬ 
tion  agreed  with  Mr  Bamford, 
but  it  is  expected  to  be  only  a 
few  months’  pay.  He  was  on  a 
two-year  rolling  contract  and 
last  year  earned  £118,000.  He 
also  holds  shares  and  options 
and  is  part  of  the  non-contrib¬ 
utory  pension  scheme.  His 
predecessor.  Peter  Trough  ton. 
received  a  £400,000  compen¬ 
sation  package,  including  a 
£150,000  pension  entitlement 
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Rentokil  Initial 
chief  paid  £1.23m 


By  Paul  Durman 


Chaos  threatened 
by  Year  00  glitch 

By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


LxidOTdOM.....  $347110  ($347.85/ 
*  denotes  midday  trading  price 


SIR  Clive  Thompson,  chief 
1  executive  of  Rentokil  Initial, 
j  the  sprawling  cleaning  and 
pest  control  group,  was  paid 
£1 23  million  last  year,  a  44  per 
|  cent  rise  on  the  year  before. 

Rentokil  Initial,  created  by 
last  year's  £2.3  billion  takeover 
of  BET,  is  one  of  the  UK’s 
biggest  employers,  mostly  of 
low-paid  workers.  Worldwide 
it  employs  about  140.000 
people.  Last  year  they  were 
paid  an  average  of  just  over 
£10.300,  according  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  latest  annual  report. 

Sir  Clive’s  bonus  rose  to 
£471,000  last  year.  A  spokes¬ 
man  said  the  bonus  was 
ralpulatwi  on  the  same  formu¬ 
la  that  had  applied  since  1988. 

Rentokil  Initial  resisted 
making  an  allegedly  over- 
generous  payoff  to  John  Clark. 
BETS  former  cliief  executive. 
The  dispute  went  to  court  last 
October,  and  a  judge  awarded 
Mr  Clark  B  million  for 
wrongful  dismissal.  _  Last 
month,  the  company  said  that 
it  stiff  intended  to  appeal. 

Rentokfl  Initial  only  just 
achieved  its  regularly  restated 
target  for  20  per  cent  growth  in 


earnings  per  share.  The  com¬ 
pany.  which  made  pre-tax 
profits  of  £318  million  last 
year,  maintained  its  record 
only  because  of  the  contribu¬ 
tion  from  Initial  and  other 
businesses  acquired  with 
BET.  Shares  in  the  group  have 
fallen  heavily  since  last 
month’s  results. 

Rentokil  Initial  also  has 
businesses  providing  staff  and 
training,  plant  hire,  security, 
contract  catering  and  supply¬ 
ing  trees  and  plants  to  deco¬ 
rate  offices. 

□  The  total  remuneration  of 
Robert  Eaton,  chairman  of 
Ch  rysler  Carp,  more  ihan 
trebled  to  $12.6  million  as  he 
cashed  in  on  the  American 
vehicle  maker’s  strong  perfor¬ 
mance  in  1996. 

Mr  Eaton's  salaiy  of  $82 
million  included  a  $4-5  million 
bonus.  In  addition,  he  exer¬ 
cised  stock  options  worth 
more  than  $4.4  million. 

The  chairman's  compensa¬ 
tion  does  not  include  a  grant 
for  new,  unexercised  stock 
options  for  696,018  shares  with 
a  present  market  value  of  $4.5 
million. 


ESSENTIAL  services  such  as 
power,  the  health  service  and 
transport  could  be  thrown  into 
chaos  by  a  computer  crisis  at 
the  turn  of  the  century,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  expert  advising  the 
Government 

Robin  Guenier,  head  of 
Taskforce  2000,  the  agency 
organising  the  UK’s  repro¬ 
gramming  of  computer  soft¬ 
ware  to  recognise  the  new 
century,  said:  "We  are  faring 
a  severe  problem  that  will  be 
bigger  than  BSE  if  we  don't 
get  to  grips  with  it." 

The  basic  problem  is  that 
years  have  been  coded  as  two 
digits  with  the  result  that  2000 
will  be  treated  as  1900  because 
of  (he  identical  zero  ending. 
The  work  needed  to  amend 
this  is  considerable. 

Mr  Guenier  said  a  lack  of 
awareness  of  the  problem 
threatened  chaos  because 
computer  networks  that  run 
utilities,  health  service  organ¬ 
isation  and  transport  systems 
could  malfunction.  He  gave 
wanting  that  the  cost  of 
reprogramming  would  be  at 
least  £3i  billion  in  salary  costs 
and  would  need  300,000  extra 


information  technology  staff. 
Most  systems  will  need  to  be 
reprogrammed  within  17 
months  lo  allow  time  for 
testing. 

"This  is  an  emergency  in 
the  same  way  a  war  is  treated 
as  an  emergency,"  Mr 
Guenier  said.  Problems  have 
begun  to  affect  supermarket 
sell-by  dates.  After  December 
31,  1999  all  unaltered  comput¬ 
erised  equipment,  including 
household  devices,  could  fail. 

Mr  Guenier,  who  became 
Taskforce  2000  chief  last  year, 
said  the  Government  needed 
to  take  instant  action.  "We 
need  very  senior  people  to 
lead  this  and  not  delegate 
things  to  computer  nerds." 

Ian  Taylor.  Minister  for 
Science  and  Technology,  said 
the  Government  had  taken  a 
lead  in  creating  awareness 
about  the  problem.  He  would 
not  endorse  Mr  Guemier’s 
£31  billion  price  tag,  saying: 
"It  is  not  possible  to  be  certain 
of  the  likely  figure  until 
sufficient  full  audits  needed 
have  been  completed."  The 
Government  is  due  to  com¬ 
plete  its  own  audit  by  October. 
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Pound 

closes 

above 

DM2.80 

By  George  Sivell 


THE  pound  dosed  above 
DM280  for  the  first  time  since 
its  ejection  from  the  European 
exchange-rate  mechanism  on 
Black  Wednesday  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1992.  At  the  official  Bank  of 
England  dose  the  pound  stood 
at  DM2£0I9,  up  1.46 
pfennigs. 

Although  sterling’s  return  to 
grace  on  the  foreign  exchanges 
owes  more  to  the  dollar’s 
strength  against  the  mark  than 
to  the  British  economy,  the 
strong  pound  keeps  monetary 
conditions  tight,  reducing  the 
need  for  an  interest  rate  rise. 

Such  arguments  will  have 
helped  Kenneth  Clarke,  the 
Chancellor,  to  resist  calls  from 
die  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England  on  Thursday  at  the 
last  monthly  monetary  meet¬ 
ing  before  the  election.  Yester¬ 
day  the  Bank  signalled  that 
base  rates  were  left  un¬ 
changed  at  6  per  cent. 

The  Institute  of  Directors 
believes  that  Britain  needs  a 
prompt  rise  in  interest  rates  to 
curb  inflation  pressures.  Tim 
Melville- Ross.  Director-Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  IOD,  said:  “The 
economic  imperatives  right 
now  are  for  a  certain  amount 
of  activity  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
economy,  either  through  an 
increase  in  interest  rates  or 
through  a  fiscal  package  of 
some  kind  —  probably  both." 

In  London  shares  suffered 
from  American  interest  rate 
worries,  with  the  FT-SE  100 
index  falling  425  points  to 
close  at  4.270.7.  The  FT-SE 
had  been  up  21  points  but 
dived  after  figures  for  retail 
sales  growth  in  America  were 
revised  up  to  15  per  cent  from 
0.8  per  cent  for  Feb ruay. 

The  resulting  worries  over 
inflation  and  farther  interest 
rate  increases  sent  the  Dow 
down  by  almost  100  points  in 
early  afternoon  trading. 
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What’s  changed 

the  climate  in  Brazil? 


Since  introducing  a  new  economic  phn  two  years  ago, 
Brazil  has  enjoyed  ffeat  success,  fafbfion  has  plummeted  from 
2,700%  to  1596  wide  par  capita  income  has  risen  by  over  50%. 

Tins  new-found  affluence  has  unleashed  a  massive 
demand  for  electrical  appliances.  With  investments  in 
Brad's  household  goods  manufacturer,  Martin  Currie  is 
perfectly  placed  to  make  the  most  of  this  promising 
investment  opportunity. 

Wherever  investment  potential  grists.  yuu’B  fold  that  we 
have  tbe  experience  and  expertise  to  come  up  with  the  goods. 


MARTIN  'CURRIE 


For  a  guide  *to  investing  with  us, 
call  0500  61 62  65 


INSIGHT  ON  INTERNATIONAL  INVESTMENT 


Martin  Turrit  Investment  Management  Ud.  Saltire  Court.  20  Casde  Terrace.  Edinburgh  SHI  2E5.  Regulated  by  MRO. 


28  BUSINESS  NEWS 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  APRIL  12  1997 


Business  disposed  to  do  business  with  Labour 


By  Philip  Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

LABOUR'S  election  manifesto  aimed  specifi¬ 
cally  at  industry  and  services  —  the  first  by  a 
political  party  in  Britain  —  was  broadly 
welcomed  by  business  yesterday. 

A  number  of  key  business  figures  endorsed 
Labour  while  Britain’s  leading  business  bodies 
maintained  their  political  neutrality  but  wel¬ 
comed  the  focus  on  business  issues  that  the 
manifesto  offered.  Conservative  and  Liberal 
Democrat  leaders  attacked  Labour's  move. 


Launching  Equipping  Britain  for  the  Future 
in  the  City.  Tony  Blair  said:  "Labour  is  now  the 
party  for  business  —  the  ente/preneurs’ 
champion"  All  the  evidence  now  showed,  he 
said,  that  business  believed  it  could  work  with  a 
Labour  government. 

Support  for  Labour  came  from  84  leaders  of 
small  firms  in  a  letter  to  The  Times  yesterday, 
many  of  whom  attended  the  Labour  manifesto 
launch.  Sarah  McCartney,  owner  of  a  market¬ 
ing  consultancy.  Little  Max,  told  the  launch: 
"Small  business  can  look  -  forward  to  a 
successful  future  with  a  Labour  government" 


Gerry  Robinson,  chairman  of  Granada, 
praised  Labour’s  "repositioning"  on  business 
as  “brilliant",  and  said:  “I  can  say  confidently 
that  business  can  do  business  with  new  Labour. 
That  in  my  view  is  one  of  the  healthiest  changes 
in  British  politics  for  a  very  Jong  time.”  Tim 
Waterstone,  founder  of  the  Waterstone  book 
chain,  said:  “Labour  is  good  for  government 
good  for  business  and  good  for  Britain." 

Away  from  the  launch,  Adair  Turner, 
Director-General  of  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry,  said  it  was  “welcome  confir¬ 
mation"  of  many  of  Labour’s  shifts  towards 


business.  The  CBI  still  opposed  key  policies 
such  as  the  windfall  tax  and  union  recognition, 
but  welcomed  Labour's  stance  on  macroeco¬ 
nomic  stability,  the  PF1  and  personal  taxation. 

Ruth  Lea.  policy  head  at  the  Institute  of 
Directors,  said:  "There  is  much  in  it  that  we  can 
agree  with,  particularly  on  macroeconomic 
stability",  although  the  loD  remained  con¬ 
cerned  abour  its  public  finance  targets,  the 
minimum  wage  and  signing  the  social  chapter. 
But  she  added:  “It’s  quite  incredible  how  iar 
they  have  come  since  the  early  I9S0S  when  there 
really  was  an  antipathy  to  business." 


Lyonnaise 
and  Suez 
take  on 
the  world 

From  Adam  Sage  in  paris 


A  FRENCH  industrial  giant 
was  bom  yesterday  when  the 
utilities  group,  Lyonnaise  des 
Eaux,  confirmed  plans  to  take 
over  Cie  de  Suez,  the  holding 
company. 

“Our  mission  is  to  conquer 
the  world,"  said  Jerfirae 
Monod,  67,  chairman  of  Lyon¬ 
naise.  Both  boards  were  meet¬ 
ing  last  night  to  agree  details 
of  the  transaction. 

The  new  conglomerate, 
which  is  to  be  called  Suez- 
Lyonnaise  des  Eaux.  will  be 
one  of  France's  five  biggest 

Thor  £1.3m 
court 
settlement 

By  Frances  Gibb 

LEGAL  CORRESPONDENT 

TWENTY  South  African 
workers  yesterday  accept¬ 
ed  a  £13  million  settlement 
of  their  claims  for  dam¬ 
ages  and  costs  lodged  in 
the  High  Court  in  London 
against  Thor  Chemical 
Holdings,  a  British 
mul tin  ationaL 

The  workers,  who  were 
employed  by  a  South  Afri¬ 
can  subsidiary  of  Thor, 
were  poisoned  by  mercury 
at  the  company’s  plant  in 
Cato  Ridge  in  Natal.  Four 
died  and  a  number  are 
severely  disabled.  The  in¬ 
dividual  damages  range 
up  to  £100.000. 

Albert  Dlamini  30,  who 
received  £100.000 and  who 
walks  on  crutches,  said: 
“Working  for  Thor  has  de¬ 
stroyed  my  life.  1  feel  very 
bitter  that  this  British  com¬ 
pany  has  come  to  my  coun¬ 
try  and  adopted  working 
practices  that  would  never 
have  been  accepted  in  its 
own  country.  At  least  this 
settlement  will  allow  me  to 
live  out  the  rest  of  my  days 
in  some  sort  of  comfort." 

Similar  claims  are  being 
pursued  against  RTZ  by  a 
lung  cancer  victim  who  de¬ 
veloped  the  disease  after 
working  in  a  uranimum 
mine  in  Namibia  and 
-  against  Cape  Asbestos  by 
some  South  African  vic¬ 
tims  of  mesothelioma.  - 


companies,  ahead  of  its  imme¬ 
diate  rivals.  Generate  des 
Eaux  and  Bouygues.  It  will 
focus  on  four  core  businesses 
—  energy,  water  distribution, 
waste  management  and  com¬ 
munications  —  and  will  be 
able  to  invest  about  FV17 
billion  in  its  first  year,  M 
Monod  said. 

The  combined  group  will 
have  an  annual  turnover  of 
about  FrlSO  billion  and  a  stock 
market  capitalisation  of  FV75 
billion. 

The  merger,  which  comes  at 
time  when  French  industry  is 
undergoing  sweeping  changes, 
is  likely  to  pave  the  way  for  a 
shake-up  in  the  utilities  sector 
across  Europe,  including  Brit¬ 
ain.  Lyonnaise  owns  three  Brit¬ 
ish  water  companies  and  also 
has  interests  in  water  treat¬ 
ment  and  waste  management 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Analysts  believe  that  the 
decision  to  focus  on  four  core 
sectors  could  herald  the  sale  of 
Lyonnaise 's  construction  ac¬ 
tivities.  along  with  the  finan¬ 
cial  and '  industrial  holdings 
controlled  by  Suez. 

Suez,  however,  will  hold  on 
to  its  63  per  cent  stake  in 
Sotiete  Generate  de  Belgique, 
the  Belgian  holding  company, 
which  controls  TractebeL  the 
energy  and  services  giant 

The  deal  ends  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  Suez  more  than  a 
century  alter  it  was  set  up  to 
build  and  run  the  Suez  canal. 
Gerard  Mestrallet  Suez’s 
chairman,  pushed  his  cash- 
rich  but  directionless  com¬ 
pany  into  the  merger  after 
selling  assets  such  as 
Indosuez.  the  investment 
bank,  and  its  property  portfo¬ 
lio.  Lyonnaise  needs  Suez's 
financial  rausde  in  order  to 
expand  abroad. 

The  two  boards  were  expect¬ 
ed  to  approve  plans  for  Suez 
shareholders  to  receive  20 
Lyonnaise  shares  for  every  41 
Suez  shares  held,  as  well  as 
sharing  special  dividend  of 
about  Fr33  billion. 

Although  Suez  is  to  be 
absorbed  under  a  transaction 
designed  to  ensure  that  Lyon¬ 
naise  need  not  renegotiate  its 
local  government  contracts,  M 
Mestrallet,  48,  seems  likely  to 
emerge  as  the  main  beneficia¬ 
ry.  He  was  expected  to  be 
named  as  head  of  Suez- Lyon¬ 
naise  des  Eaux's  executive 
board,  with  M  Monod  head¬ 
ing  the  supervisory  council. 


I  The  Queen's  Award  for 
Export,  Technological  and 
Environmental  Achievement  1997 

xbS  • 

# 

HOW  TO  GET 

YOUR  COMPANY 

NOTICED 

On  Monday  21st  April  The  Times  will  publish 
a  review  on  the  Award  winners  of  The 
Queen*  Awards  for  Export.  Techtnfogfoal  and 
Environmental  Achievement 

An  advertisement  in  this  Focus  Feature  will 
enable  your  company  to  declare  its  achievemsits 
to  over  1,911.000  readers. 

The  Times  readies  over  295,000  business  people, 
more  than  any  other  quality  daily  newspaper. 

I  For  Further  information  contact 

Chris  O'Neill 

Business  Development  Group 

Teh  0171  782  7936 
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Sir  David  Barnes,  head  of  Zeneca,  which  is  fighting  to  defend  patent  protection  on  its  Novaldex  anti-cancer  drug 

US  ruling  lifts  Zeneca’s  hopes 


By  Eric  Reguly 

ZENECA  has  won  a  court 
victory  that  it  believes  will 
preserve  American  patent 
protection  on  a  top  anti- 
cancer  drug  for  another  five 
years.  The  announcement 
helped  to  lift  Zeneca  shares  by 
35p.  to  £1831,  within  easy 
reach  of  their  year  high  of 
£19.02«2. 

The  US  Court  of  Appeals 
for  (he  Federal  circuit  dis¬ 
missed  a  challenge  to 
Zeneca’s  patent  on  Novaldex. 
die  world’s  best-seUing  breast 
cancer  treatment  staged  by 


Novopbarm.  a  Canadian  ge¬ 
neric  drugs  company.  The 
ruling  affirmed  a  previous 
ruling  in  Zeneca's  favour, 
made  a  year  ago  in  a  US 
district  court  in  Mary! and. 

Zeneca,  of  which  Sir  David 
Barnes  is  chief  executive,  said 
that  the  appeal  court  dismiss¬ 
al  will  bolster  its  defences 
against  two  other  Novaldex 


Lemmon  Company,  has  been 
dropped. 

Zeneca  now  expects  NovaJ- 
dex*s  US  patent  to  remain 


enforced  UDtil  its  scheduled 
expiry  in  2002.  The  company 
was  anxious  to  protect  the 
drug  because  it  has  lost  its 
patent  protection  in  most 
European  countries,  includ¬ 
ing  die  United  Kingdom. 

Novaldex  is  the  trademark 
for  tamoxifen  derate.  Intro¬ 
duced  in  1973,  it  was  the  first 
anti-oestrogen  medicine  de¬ 
signed  to  treat  breast  cancer:  it 


shrink. 

Novaldex  had  sales  in  1996 
of  £332  million,  down  6  per 


cent  from  the  previous  year, 
making  it  the  second-biggest 
selling  drug  in  Zeneca’s  anti¬ 
cancer  portfolio,  behind 
Zoladex.  Novaldex  accounted 
for  almost  14  per  cent  of 
Zeneca's  total  pharmaceuti¬ 
cals  sales. 

Novaldex  does  not  have  the 
market  entirely  to  itself  in  the 
US.  Tamoxifen,  the  generic 
form,  is  distributed  there  by 
Barr  Laboratories,  but  the 
competition  is  somewhat  arti¬ 
ficial  because  Barr  is  a  li¬ 
censed  distributor  and  the 
tamoxifen  it  sells  is  manufac¬ 
tured  by  Zeneca. 


cnauenges.  oy  raarmacnemie 
BV  ana  Mylan  Pharmaceuti-  can  be  effective  in  slowing  th 
cals.  A  third  challenge,  from  growth  of  tumours  and.  ii 

some  cases,  causing  them  t< 


Irish  food  firms  planning 
£2.5bn  dairy  processor 


Members  of 
A&L  set  to 
hold  shares 


From  Eileen  McCabe 

IN  DU  BUN 

SIX  YEARS  after  merger  talks 
between  two  of  the  Republic  of 
Ireland’s  leading  food  com¬ 
panies  broke  down,  Avon- 
more  and  Waterford  are  to 
discuss  creating  the  country’s 
biggest  dairy  processor. 

The  new  company  would 
have  annual  sales  of  about 
Ir£23  billion.  It  would  control 
34  per  cent  of  the  liquid  milk 
poo!  in  the  Republic  and 
would  have  a  dominant  pos¬ 


ition  in  the  liquid  milk  market, 
particularly  in  Dublin. 

In  the  UK  the  new  company 
would  control  370  million 
gallons  of  milk,  or  about  15  per 
cent  of  the  liquid  milk  pool. 
With  Avonmore’s  extensive 
US  operations,  the  global  milk 
pool  would  be  about  950 
million  gallons. 

The  Avonmore  and  Wafer- 
ford  former  cooperatives  own 
more  than  60  per  cent  of  the 
respective  companies  so  any 
deal  would  have  to  be  put  to 
their  members. 


Waterford  yesterday  rushed 
out  its  controversial  19%  re¬ 
sults.  showing  a  21  per  cent  fall 
in  pre-tax  profit  to  Ir£20 
million,  with  earnings  per 
share  down  33  per  cent  to 
lrftJp.  Less  than  a  month  ago 
the  company  angered  the  Irish 
stock  exchange  and  local 
stockbrokers  when  it  issued  a 
profits  warning.  Avonmore. 
based  in  neigbouring  Kilken¬ 
ny,  boasted  a  14  per  cent 
increase  in  annual  pre-tax 
profit  to  ir£36  million  in  its 
statement  last  month. 


Minet  sold  to  Aon  of  Chicago 


By  Marianne  Curphey 

MINET.  the  loss-making 
London  insurer  owned  by  St 
Paul  Companies,  has  been 
sold  to  Aon  Corporation  of 
Chicago  for  a  sum  believed  to 
be  in  die  region  of  $40  million. 

Minet.  which  employs  3,000 
people  in  London,  will  form 


part  of  Ann’s  global  insurance 
brokerage  and  consulting 
business.  Under  the  deal's 
terms  Aon  will  not  assume 
liabilities  from  Minet  older 
policies,  some  of  which  date 
back  to  the  1960s. 

Aon  is  believed  to  have 
’outbid  March  &  McLennan, 
the  world’s  biggest  insurance 


broker,  which  had  been  in 
talks  with  St  PauL 
Minet  incurred  a  $13  mil¬ 
lion  loss  on  income  of  $370 
million  in  1995.  St  Paul  has 
been  looking  for  a  buyer  since 
October  when  it  announced 
that  the  sale  was  likely  to 
result  in  a  pre-tax  loss  of  $250 
million. 


By  Gavin  Lumsden 

THE  vast  majority  of  the 
Alliance  &  Leicester’s  2.2  mil¬ 
lion  members  have  derided  to 
keep  their  shares  in  certificate 
form  when  the  society  floats 
on  April  21. 

City  sources  say  that  up  to 
70  per  cent  of  members  have 
chosen  certificates,  the  tradi¬ 
tional  form  of  share  owner¬ 
ship,  rather  than  keep  them  in 
the  society S  electronic  nomi¬ 
nee  account  or  sell  them  via  its 
free  dealing  service.  Qualify¬ 
ing  members  are  receiving  a 
flat-rate  allocation  of  250 
shares,  worth  about  £1,000. 

Holding  the  certificate  al¬ 
lows  A&L  members  to  transfer 
their  shares  within  42  days 
into  a  personal  equity  plan. 
However,  such  a  high  level  of 
member  interest  has  revived 
fears  that  both  Crest,  the  Stock 
Exchange’s  paperless  trading 
system,  and  Ftp  managers’ 
administration  systems  will 
not  cope  with  the  demand. 


Sell  or  hold,  page  31 
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205094 

1.720 

1.390 

Rates  for  small  denomination 
bank  notes  only  as  supplied  by 
Barclays  Bank  PLC.  Different 
rates  apply  to  Havener's  cheques. 
Rates  as  at  dose  of  trading 
yesterday. 


THE  SUNBAYTIMES 


Mark  the 
Midas  man 


•  Sir  Mark  Weinberg 
hardly  slept  on  Tuesday 
night  —  not,  on  this 
occasion,  because  of  a 
society  event  where  he  is 
frequently  to  be  found  with 
his  glamorous  wife 
Anouska  Hempel.  This  late 
night  was  a  strictly 
business  affair.  After  35 
years  in  the  life  assurance 
industry,  Weinberg  is  now 
chairing  his  own  publicly- 
quoted  financial  services 
company,  scooping  £!3m 
in  the  process . . .  ^ 

Business  —  The  Sunday 
Tunes  tomorrow 


Cashing  in 

an  endowment  policy? 


Make  sure  it  goes 
to  the  highest  bidder. 

Auction  prices  for  endowment  polices  can  be  as  much  as 
double  assurance  complies’  surender  values. 
There's  orty  one  place  to  find  out  what  yous  is  worth  ' 

K.E. 

Fosters  Cranfield- 

- —  E5ZABUSHED  ISO - 

Ap  Audiences  jnd  Vttxn 

GAj  WBntton  Sdtct,  LcndcfiEClM  SNQ 

MM  A^iacedhyitvMnanaltnetrnnAtihanty 

Tel:  0171 6081941  Fax:  0171 6081943 


BUSINESS  ROUNDUP , .  -  %>l| 

GrandMet  lines  up 
European  disposals 

GRAND  METROPOLITAN,  the  food  and  drinks  group,  is  ne- 
aotiatino  the  sale  of  Brassard,  its  bakery  business  m  France 
kd  Italv.  to  Sara  Lee,  the  American  foods  group.  The  sale, 
which  should  be  finalised  within  the  next  two  to  three  weeks,  is 
part  of  the  restructuring  of  GrandMet*  European  food 
business.  The  aim  is  to  concentrate  on  mam  brands,  compris¬ 
ing  Pillsbury,  Green  Giant.  Haagen-Dazs  and  Old  El  Faso, 
GrandMet  and  Sara  Lee  are  to  meet  French  union  officials 
to  discuss  the  impact  the  move  will  have  on  jobs.  The  sale  of 
the  businesses,  with  rumover  of  about  £92  million  last  year,  is 
expected  to  raise  about  £20  million.  Brassard  supplies  cakes 
to  the  French  retail  market  under  the  Bros  sard,  Gnngotre, 
Savane  and  Lenotre  brand  names,  ft  employs  about  670 
people  at  three  sites  in  France.  Its  Italian  business,  which 
trades  as  Fida.  also  supplies  cakes  and  employs  120  people. 
Brassard  would  be  managed  as  a  separate  unit  by  Sara 
Lee/DE,  The  Netherlands-based  division  of  Sara  Lee  Corp._ 

Rowlinson  agrees  bid 

BARLOWS,  die  property  investment  and  development 
group,  has  made  an  agreed  £46.4  million  bid  for  Rnwltnsun 
Securities,  a  rival  building  and  property  company.  Barlows  is 
offering  1 1  shares  for  every  two  Rowlinson  shares,  with  a  cash 
alternative  of  320p  a  share.  Barlows  has  irrevocable  accept¬ 
ances  in  respect  of  903  per  cent  of  Rowlinson.  It  is  raising  up 
to  £5.5S  million  in  a  nvo-for-five  rights  issue  to  part-fund  the 
deal.  Barlow  ’s  pre-tax  profits  rose  57  per  cent  to  El-22  million 
for  1996.  A  final  dividend  of  l-55p  makes  a  23p  (2p)  total 

Test  for  Antonov  gears 

SHARES  in  Antonov,  developer  of  a  new-style  gearbox,  set  a 
12-month  high  yesterday  as  the  company  confirmed  progress 
in  taking  its  product  to  market  Chrysler,  the  carmaker,  is  to 
test  the  gearbox  in  a  prototype  model  of  its  Neon  range.  This 
could  lead  to  a  licensing  deal,  with  Antonov  on  a  5  per  cent 
royalty  rate.  Gajra,  an'  Indian  gearbox  company,  has  also 
agreed  to  produce  ft  Antonov  shares,  suspended  on 
Wednesday  at  1 16  bp  after  jumping  24p.  closed  at  124p. 

Tyco  to  buy  AT&T  arm 

TYCO  INTERNATIONAL,  the  commercial  and  industrial 
manufacturer,  has  agreed  to  buy  AT&T’s  undersea  telecom¬ 
munications  cable  business  for  about  $850  million.  AT&T 
Submarine  Systems  makes  undersea  fiber  optic  Telecommu¬ 
nication  cable  systems.  Tyco,  which  manufactures  disposable 
medical  products,  packaging  materials,  flow-control  prod¬ 
ucts  and  electrical  and  electronic  components,  took  over 
ADT.  the  home  security  company,  for  $5.4  billion  last  month. 

M&S  man  for  Australia 

MARKS  &  SPENCER,  which  plans  to  open  its  first  outlet  in 
Australia  next  year,  yesterday  announced  the  appointment  of 
its  first  general  manager  there.  The  first  task  for  Carl  Oden, 
formerly  a  general  manager  in  Birmingham  who  has  been 
with  the  company  for  32  years,  is  to  find  a  local  franchise 
partner  to  help  M&S  to  expand  in  Australia.  Jim  McDonald, 
regional  director  for  Asia  Pacific  said  the  group  plans  to  open 
initially  in  Sydney,  followed  by  Melbourne  and  Brisbane. 

Great  Portland  expands 

GREAT  PORTLAND  ESTATES  has  increased  its  presence  in 
the  West  End  of  London  by  buying  Ilex,  a  private  property 
company,  for  £58.6  million.  The  deal,  funded  by  £41.6  million 
in  cash  and  £17  million  in  unsecured  loan  notes,  gives  Great 
Portland  more  exposure  to  Bond  Street  and  other  sites  south  of 
Oxford  Street.  Including  property  outside  the  capital.  Ilex’s 
annual  rental  income  is  £3.46  million  net  Great  Portland  said 
this  should  rise  to  £42  million  within  15  months. 

Gehe’s  AAH  sells  depot 

UNITED  DRUG,  the  pharmaceutical  distribution  company, 
is  acquiring  the  Daniels  depor  of  AAH.  the  UK  subsidiary  of 
Gehe  of  Germany  for  an  undisclosed  sum.  The  sale  is  the  first 
step  in  a  series  of  disposals  demanded  by  the  Monopolies  and  . 
Mergers  Commission  as  part  of  its  conditional  acceptance  of 
Gehe's  purchase  of  Lloyds  Chemists.  Under  the  terms  of  the 
MMCs  agreement  another  six  depots  are  to  be  sold. 


EXCLUSIVE  OFFER  THE-sSSSjTIMES 


A-Ievel  exam 
pack  for  £1. 


NORMALLY  £9.99;#-  YOU  PAY  ONLY  THE 
COST  OF  POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING 


Today  The  Times  offers  you  the  chance  to  get  a: ./ 
complimentary  A-level  examination  pack  written . 
by  a  chief  examiner  for  only  £1.98  to  cover  the  cost  of  - 
postage  and  handling. 

Published  by  Fast  Forward,  each  pack  consists  of  ai 
audio  cassette  tape  plus  an  interactive  study  booklet . 
which  contains  sample  questions,  marked  . answers  an 
die  actual  marking  schemes  used  for  each  subject 
There  are  three  separate  How  Your  Exams  are 
Marked  packs  to  choose  from  which  are  normally 
priced  at  £9.99  each.  Ln  addition  you  can  order  furthe 
How  Your  Exams  are 
Marked  packs  and  A-Level 
revision  titles  at  half  price. 

The  How  Your  Exams  are 
Marked  series  tells  students 
what  tile  examiners  are 
looking  for  is  designed  to 


jTHE*g@&TIME 


- „ - - -  i  A-LEVEL  PACK* 

prevent  poor  results  through  |  Tfll/p  TVT  / 
bad  exam  technique.  l  1  1 


For  your  complimentary  pack  enclose  four  tokens  and  tick  the  choice 
column,  ii  you  wish  to  order  copies  of  the  ‘How  Your  Exams  are  - 

Marked’ packs  at  haH-pnce  (£5  each),  indicate  quantity  In  the 

choice  column.  For  {he  half-price  offer  you  must  order  a  minimum  of 

tvun  rPi/icnran  man Lc  UoLd  _  .  — 


Choice 

Ref 

SubfOcVTWe 

P&P 

HY021 

Economics 

£1.98 

HY022 

English  Literature 

£1-98 

UCAS 

University  Guide 

£1.98 

lama: . 

□  Student  OPawi*:' 

□  Grandparent  - 

□ Teacher  □Librarian 

□  Otter 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms .. 
Address _ _ ... 


■  Postcode. 


7Bne*/|’“t  Ponward  BewWon  Pack  Offer,  PO  Brat  11, 
.  Falmouth,  ComwaS  TRIO  SEN.  Closing  date 
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A  WORKING  WEEK  FOR:  PAUL  STREETER 


■ 

Playing  host  to  millennium  merrymakers 


Wembley  Arena’s  director  is  well  advanced 
with  his  party  plans  and  intends  to  make  it 
a  night  to  remember,  says  Jon  Ashworth 


■  -ntf 

\  ill'- 


*  ;•  *  i* 


v  .3 


(''uUnri^w  1  ON  New  Year’s  Eve 
_Monda^_pJ  1999  fashionable 

T  uesdav  LH  reve^ers  will  be 
- - * -  Docking  to  Wembley. 

Wednesday  the  sport  and  enter- 

Thiirorf9U  tainment  complex  in 

Thursday^  northwest 

F  riday  Ln  Thousands  of  merry- 
vJZ  _  j  makers  are  set  to  pay 
£250  each  for  the 
chance  to  party  the  night  away,  although 
the  precise  line-up  has  yet  to  be  decided. 
Tickets  will  be  scarce. 

The  great  irony  is  that  the  revelries  will 
centre  not  on  Wembley  Stadium,  scene  of 
Euro  96  triumphs  and  pop  pyrotechnics, 
bur  on  its  smaller  sibling,  Wembley 
Arena.  Through  a  cruel  twist  of  timing, 
the  stadium  will  be  closed  for  construc¬ 
tion,  pending  its  genesis  into  the  new 
National  Stadium.  The  mantle  passes  to 
Wembley  Arena,  reducing  capacity  at  the 
millennium  rave-up  from  80,000  to  fewer 
than  12,000.  At  £250  per  ticket,  that's  a  lot 
of  wasted  millions. 

One  man  is  only  too  delighted  to  see  the 
responsibility  fall  on  his  shoulders.  Paul 
Streeter,  director  of  Wembley  Arena,  is 
well  advanced  with  plans  for  the  evening, 
only  30  months  away,  and  intends  to 
make  it  an  event  to  remember.  “One  of  the 
problems  is  finding  people  to  work  on  the 
night,"  he  says.  "It's  not  far  away  now.  I'd 
love  to  see  10,000  people 
in  here  paying  quite  a  lot 
of  money  per  head  to  f  You 
cerebrate."  ■  1UU 

The  clean-up  team  on  tn  r 

January  l.  2000  is  likely  LU  t 

to  find  it  heavy  going.  I  eVPTlI 

arrive  to  interview  '“’1I 

Streeter.  47.  on  the  mom-  3  TTli 

ing  after  a  seli*out  con- 
cert  by  Michael  C3JT1D' 

Jackson's  cousins,  and  * 

the  enthusiasm  of  die 
fans  has  taken  its  toll.  The  stage,  looking 
down  on  a  sea  of  orange  chairs,  is  strewn 
with  empty  mineral  water  bottles.  Rub¬ 
bish  chokes  the  aisles. 

Streeter,  who  arrived  at  Wembley  two 
years  ago.  takes  the  problem  in  his  stride. 

A  former  computer  salesman,  he  has  a  job 
many  star-struck  teenagers  would  kill  for, 


6  You’ve  got 
to  plan 
events  like 
a  military 
campaign  5 


backstage  dressing  rooms.  "This  is  my 
building.  After  a  couple  of  years,  it  still 
gives  me  a  real  kick." 

He  takes  a  hand  in  negotiations  with 
pop  promoters  such  as  Harvey  Gold¬ 
smith.  but  leaves  most  of  the  work  to  his 
sales  and  marketing  team.  A  second  team 
deals  with  the  operational  and  technical 
side.  The  logistics  are  daunting,  with  on¬ 
site  parking  for  7.000  cars,  and  150 
stewards  and  security  staff.  Running  the 
food  and  beverage  outlets  keeps  a  further 
70  people  busy. 

Streeter  is  there  in  the  background, 
handing  on-the-day  control  to  one  of  four 
event  managers.  Staff  work  to  a  general 
instruction  —  or  G1  —  that  charts  every 
point  of  an  event  down  to  the  minute. 
Streeter  says:  “You've  got  to  plan  it  tike  a 
military  campaign.  Generally,  it  runs  like 
clockwork." 

The  hullabaloo  is  far  removed  from 
Wembley's  origins  as  a  leafy  destination 
for  Victorian  day-trippers.  In  J889.  Sir 
Edward  Watkin,  the  chairman  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railway,  dreamt  up  a 
scheme  featuring  football  and  cricket 
pitches,  and  a  running  track,  backed  up 
with  fountains,  waterfalls  and  flower 
beds. 

The  centrepiece  was  to  be  a  350-metre 
four-legged  tower,  similar  to  the  Eiffel 
Tower  in  Paris.  The  money  ran  out  after 

_ _  just  61  metres,  and  Wat- 

kin's  Folly  remained  a 
tfP  pnt  tourist  attraction  until  it 

o  was  demolished  in  1907. 

[on  With  the  ending  of  the 

Great  War,  plans  were 
5  like  put  in  hand  for  a  British 

Empire  Exhibition,  with 
itarV  the  Empire  Stadium  at 

J  its  heart.  The  venue  went 

jgn  5  on  10  *10St  success've 

°  sporting  events,  includ¬ 

ing  tile  1948  Olympic 
Games.  Wembley  Arena  started  life  in 
1934  as  an  enormous  swimming  pool, 
including  a  wave  machine  and  other 
innovations. 

It  survived  as  such  until  the  late  Fifties 
when  the  building  was  adapted  for  the 


Paul  Streeter  views  the  Wembley  Arena  as  his  bunding  and  says  that  even  after  a  couple  of  years  as  director  there  it  still  gives  him  a  real  kick 


A  former  computer  salesman,  he  has  a  job  concerts  that  were  becoming  all  the  rage, 
many  star-struck  teenagers  would  kill  for.  The  pool  was  filled  with  triangular 
regularly  meeting  famous  pop  stars,  and  supports  and  covered, 
enjoying  an  endless  round  of  live  con-  Early  sell-outs  included  the  All  Star 
certs.  Diana  Ross  and  INXS  are  among  Record  Shaw  of  March  1959,  with  a  line- 


forthcoming  acts. 

About  15  million  people  visited  the 
Arena  last  year,  lining  the  coffers  of 
Wembley  pic,  the  quoted  parent  com¬ 
pany.  Operating  profits  at  the  Wembley 
complex  increased  to'  £141  million  (£9.2 
million)  in  the  year  to  December  31.  of 
which  nearly  £2  million  came  from  the 
Arena. 

Non-music  events  in  1996  included  the 
Horse  of  the  Year  Show,  the  Budweiser 
Basketball  Championships.  Gladiators, 
and  Disney  World  on  Ice.  Oliver  McCall 
floored  Lennox  Lewis  and  Lord  of  the 
Dance  packed  in  the  crowds. 

Streeter  is  one  of  three  executives 
responsible  for  Wembley’s  main  areas  of 
business  —  the  Stadium,  the  Arena,  and 
conferences  and  exhibitions  —  and  he 
takes  his  job  very  seriously.  “I  get  really 
proud."  he  says,  guiding  me  towards  the 


up  including  Petula  Clark,  Shirley 
Bassey,  Lonnie  Donegan  and  Vera  Lynn. 
In  April  1964,  Wembley  Arena  featured 
the  Beaties  and  the  Rolling  Stones  on  the 
same  billing  —  rare  enough,  even  then. 
The  Dave  Clark  Five  and  the  Hollies  were 
among  others  at  the  NME  poll- winners' 
event 

One  name  from  back  then,  the 
Monkees,  recently  returned  to  Wembley 
Arena  after  an  absence  of  30  years.  The 
critics  were  not  kind,  but  Streeter,  a  self- 
confessed  fan,  was  ecstatic.  "It  was  my 
sort  of  era."  he  concedes.  “It  was 
tremendous  having  them  here  after  all 
these  years."  The  group  mingled  with 
VIPS  and  well-wishers  at  the  Silvermint, 
tiie  Arena’s  backstage  watering  hole. 

Streeter  cannot  compete  with  Wembley 
Stadium  when  it  comes  to  the  headline 
summer  acts  —  Michael  Jackson  and  U2 


are  among  this  year's  draws  —  but  wins 
in  terms  of  year-round  consistency.  The 
Arena  is  an  all-weather  venue  that  can  be 
screened  off  to  seat  4500.  creating  a  more 
intimate  atmosphere.  That  said,  there  is 
no  shortage  of  competition.  Earls  Court  is 
the  bigger  London  indoor  venue,  seating 
20.000.  but  tends  to  hold  no  more  than 
two  or  three  shows  a  year. 

The  NEC  in  Birmingham  has  a  similar 
line-up  of  artists,  but  tends  to  feature 
fewer  shows.  Big-name  acts  like  to  round 
off  their  UK  tour  by  “playing  Wembley". 

The  big  draws  last  year  included  Tina 
Turner,  who  played  six  nights  at  the 
Arena  and  two  at  the  Stadium,  pulling  in 
220,000  people.  Streeter  shows  me  the 
backstage  room  where  the  star  relaxed 
before  the  show  —  a  rather  dowdy  affair, 
with  two  dubious-looking  sofas,  and  a  hi- 
fi  and  television  set. 

One  well-known  rocker  complained 
that  the  CD  player  was  broken,  only  to 
discover  that  he  had  put  the  disc  in  the 
wrong  way  up. 

Streeter’s  working  week  is  not  made 
easier  by  the  fact  that  he  lives  near 
Croydon  in  south  London.  He  is  in  the 
office  by  750  most  mornings,  beating  the 
traffic,  and  often  stays  late  to  take  in  the 
shows.  “1  like  to  be  here  when  an  event’s 


on.  Irs  my  building.  The  hours  are  long, 
but  1  still  get  a  real  buzz  from  it"  He  tends 
to  have  little  to  do  with  the  stars.  "We  tend 
not  to  meet  them  too  often."  he  says.  “A  lot 
of  them  come  straight  offstage  and 
.  depart"  Dealing  with 
JUf  onday  n  I  tiie  masses  of  scream- 
:  i;  .  (  _  ing  girls  is  someone 

Tuesday  IT  problem.  “The 

:W  ednesdav  artists  tiieir  own 

-  security  m  for  back 

■:.7  bursdayp,  stage.  They  prefer  to 
ii.  ..  „  work  with  people  they 

t*  *jgy.Ja  know.- 

-  Hiring  the  Arena 

typically  costs  £27,000  to  £30,000  a  day, 
although  the  management  may  opt 
instead  for  a  percentage  of  the  gross  box 
office  take.  The  cost  is  reduced  for  block 


bookings.  Rentals  brought  in  just  over  E3 
million  last  year.  Pop  concerts  and 
sporting  events  are  just  part  of  a  wider 
picture.  Streeter  sees  a  profitable  sideline 
in  annual  general  meetings  and  other 
special  events. 

Abbey  National  and  others  frequently 
reserve  the  Arena  as  a  back-up  venue, 
while  BT  is  due  at  Wembley  for  next 
week’s  vote  on  the  proposed  MCI  deaL 

Perhaps  the  most  unusual  booking  of 
all  involved  the  Bank  of  Credit  and 
Commerce  International  (BCCl),  which 
collapsed  in  1991  with  debts  of  $10  billion. 

Christopher  Morris  of  Deioitte  & 
Touche,  joint  liquidator  of  BCCl.  booked 
the  venue  for  a  creditors'  meeting  in  May 
1993.  and  was  slightly  miffed  when  only 
600  of  the  38.000  BCCl  creditors  bothered 


Thought  for  the  day 


to  turn  up.  Wembley  was  chosen  last  year 
as  the  preferred  location  for  a  new 
National  Stadium.  The  Sports  Council 
has  set  aside  £120  million  in  National 
Lottery  funding  towards  the  project  and 
work  is  now  proceeding  on  the  design 
aspects  —  knock  it  down  and  build  a  new 
one.  incorporating  the  famous  Wembley 
towers,  or  refurbish  the  existing  structure. 

As  it  is,  the  millennium  revellers  may 
well  encounter  a  very  different  Arena 
when  they  turn  up  for  the  big  night 
Streeter  is  seeking  to  “sell”  the  name,  in 
the  same  way  that  Pepsi  took  on  the 
Trocadero.  and  Labatt  the  Canadian 
brewer,  linked  with  the  former  Hammer¬ 
smith  Odeon  in  west  London. 

The  successful  sponsor  will  pay  up  to  £1 
million  a  year  to  see  its  name  in  fights. 


Prosperity  can  show  its  face 
as  restoration  is  completed 


Number  One  Princes 
Street  situated  at  one 
of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  junctions  of  the  City,  wifi 
be  officially  back  in  business 
next  week  after  a  £20  million 
makeover.  Overlooking  the 
Bank  of  England,  the  Royal 
Exchange  and  Mansion 
House,  die  1920s  NatWest 
buBding  has  at  last  been 
restored  to  its  former  glory. 

Working  like  worms  in  an 
apple  from  the  inside  out 
with  permission  to  park  only 
a  single  lorry  outside  the 
Grade  II  listed  building  at 
any  one  time,  it  took  two-and- 
a-half  years  to  complete  the 
refurbishment  After  two 
world  wars  and  a  bomb  at 
Bank  Underground  station  in 
1941.  the  programme  tied  in 
neatly  with  a  need  to  modern¬ 
ise  the  offices  and  recapture 
the  original  charm  of  the  brai¬ 
ding  designed  by  Sir  Edwin 


Morag  Preston  enjoys  a  preview  of  a 
£20m  refurbishment  by  NatWest 


Cooper.  Ranked  among  the 
fop  three  of  NatWest's  portfo¬ 
lio  of  3,000  properties,  the 
Portland  stone  building 
stands  on  the  site  of  a  former 
Union  Bank  of  London  build¬ 
ing,  dating  to  1844. 

An  intricate  web  of  huge 
sled  girders  kept  the  facade 
in  place  as  the  interior  of  the 
building  was  completely  gut¬ 
ted.  Only  the  banking  hall 
and  original  dome,  standing 
at  the  core  of  the  bu tiding, 
were  suspended  in  place  as 
the  top  two  storeys  were 
temporarily  removed. 
Through  two  winters  and 
more  than  one  Lord  Mayor’s 
Show,  the  key  site  lay  wholly 
exposed  to  the  dements.  The 
Portland  stone  exterior  was 


scrubbed  down,  unsightly 
safety  rails  were  removed, 
and  Ernest  Gillick's  comer 
sculpture  of  Britannia, 
flanked  by  Higher  and  Lower 
Mathematics,  was  repaired. 

Customers  walking  into  the 
fan-shaped  banking  hall  will 
see  a  re-creation  of  Sir  Ed¬ 
win's  original  designs, 
gleaned  from  his  surviving 
plans  and  photographs.  The 
Sixties  brown  and  yellow 
decor  was  totally  ripped  out. 
replaced  with  features  lost 
over  time.  Fine  bronze  and 
glazed  screens,  1930s  fight 
fittings,  art  deco  grills  and 
missing  parts  of  the  plaster 
ceiling  have  all  been  reinstat¬ 
ed.  A  team  of  designers 
scoured  Italy  in  search  of 


jf  three  oak-panelled  rooms  previously  on  different  floors  and  now  next  to  each  other 


marble  tiles  to  match  the 
existing  few  that  cover  the 
floor,  and  the  vast  dome  was 
repainted  to  Sir  Edwin's  orig¬ 
inal  white  colour  scheme. 

Integrity  and  Prosperity, 
the  bronze  statues  by  Charles 
Dontan.  situated  in  the  tiny 
comer  of  the  hall  that  served 
as  a  due  to  its  original  design, 
were  covered  in  plywood 
during  the  refurbishment 

The  existing  upper  floors, 
cellularised  into  small  offices, 
and  designed  to  accommod¬ 
ate  the  banking  needs  of  the 
Thirties,  have  been  rebuilt  to 
allow  greater  flexibility.  The 
additional  accommodation 
has  provided  more  room  for 
both  staff  and  IT  equipment 
in  the  12-storey  building. 

Three  oak  panelled  rooms, 
previously  on  different  upper 
floors,  have  been  brought 
together  on  the  first  floor  and 
linked  by  a  thoughtfully  de¬ 
signed  corridor.  Each  one 
different  in  shape,  they  will 
serve  as  somewhere  for  the 
bank  to  entertain.  The  Over¬ 
seas  Managers'  Room  has 
been  rebuilt  in  its  original 
location,  induding  the  re¬ 
creation  of  the  plaster  ceiling 
and  the  removal  of  later  side 
tables.  The  deep  red  carpets 
that  cover  the  floor  were 
specially  commissioned  to  re¬ 
flect  the  details  in  the  bank¬ 
ing  hall  below. 

Mike  Dooling.  of  TP  Ben¬ 
nett,  the  architect  says  tire 
worst  stage  was  demolishing 
the  existing  building,  and 
tying  it  in  with  the  new  struct¬ 
ure,  building  from  the  bottom 
upwards.  While  digging  into 
virgin  earth,  he  says,  taking 
the  building  15m  deeper,  they 
rather  owraeaiousiy  made  a 
hole  through  to  Bank  Under¬ 
ground  station  near  by. 
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Rail  track  pulls  ahead 
to  touch  trading  high 


RAILTRACK  provided  some 
much  needed  interest  on  an 
otherwise  uninspriring  day  of 
trading,  when  most  FT-SE 100 
stocks  were  seeing  red  by  the 
close. 

Diminishing  concern  over 
die  impact  of  a  Labour  wind¬ 
fall  tax  and  a  brighter  view  on 
prospects  for  privatised 
groups  helped  it  to  touch  a 
trading  high  of  454p,  although 
it  ended  at  441  p.  up  11  bp. 

There  was  also  talk  of 
buying  interest  from  a  US 
institution,  which  helped  ro 
boost  prices  in  Rail  track's 
tightly  held  stock. 

The  spectre  of  a  rise  in  US 
interest  rates  loomed  large 
again  after  the  publication  of 
higher  than  forecast  prices 
data.  Wall  Street's  swift  reac¬ 
tion  on  opening  pulled  back 
London  shares,  reversing  the 
morning's  modest  gains. 

By  the  close  the  FT-SE  100 
was  415  points  down  at  4270.7 
after  what  dealers  described 
as  poor  volumes  of  just  under 
700  million. 

Second-liners  proved  more 
buoyant  than  FT-SE  100 
stocks  in  yesterday's  choppier 
trading  conditions.  Among 
FT-SE  250  companies  enjoy¬ 
ing  good  rises  was  AEA 
Technology,  which  in  line 
with  rises  enjoyed  by  other 
utilities  rose  20p  to  SOOp,  a 
jump  of  more  than  4  per  cent 

Biocompatibles  soared  to  a 
new  high  on  further  consider¬ 
ation  of  its  plans  to  launch  a 
new  contact  lens  in  in  the  US. 
The  shares  rose  45p  to  £14.20. 

Misys.  the  computer  'soft¬ 
ware  group,  added  30p  to 
L210p.  on  talk  of  the  high  costs 
companies  face  reprogram¬ 
ming  computers  to  cope  with 
the  millennium. 

WS  Atkina,  the  engineering 
consultancy,  jumped  Ubp  to 
31 1  b  p  on  news  that  it  had  won 
new  business  from  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Defence. 

Elsewhere.  United  Utilities 
slid  back  from  earlier  gains, 
but  dosed  up  4bp  at  674bp. 
However,  Thames  Water, 
criticised  in  a  recent  report  for 
high  levels  of  water  leakage, 
dipped  4b  p  to  675p.  National 
Power  ended  its  recent  run, 
sliding  ibp  lower  to  525b p. 
PowerGen  fell  5b  p  to  628p. 

Zeneca  was  in  robust  form 
as  shares  jumped  35pto  £1851. 
The  pharmaceutical  group 
has  held  on  to  its  exdusive 
rights  to  Nolvadex,  a  treat¬ 
ment  for  breast  cancer, 
aftering  seeing  off  a  challenge 
by  Novopharm.  Glaxo  retreat¬ 
ed  from  its  best  levels  and 
dosed  Bp  lower  at  £10.95b. 
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Shares  of  P&O,  which  runs  the  liner  Oriana,  fell  14p 


while  Smith  Kline  Beecham 
ended  I5p  lower  at  902bp. 

Among  smaller  drugs 
groups.  Scotia  fell  20p  to  415p 
on  profit-taking,  while  Cortecs 
InternationaL  which  has  at¬ 
tracted  interest  recently,  ended 
7b  p  lower  at  232b  p. 
SkyePharma  added  5p  to  75p 
after  recent  presentations  to 
analysts.  BG  rallied  to  put  on 
2bp  to  ISlbp  in  busy  trading 


a  recent  disappointing  drilling 
report  and  rose  28 bp  to 
£13.98b. 

BOC  the  industrial  gases 
group,  fell  2lbp  to  919p.  News 
of  an  explosion  at  its  South 
London  plant  was  said  to  have 
affected  sentiment,  bur  it  is  not 
expected  to  make  an  impact  on 
profits.  Much  of  the  drop  in 
was  attributed  to  a  broker 
downgrade.  BT  was  encour- 


Food  retailers  wobbled,  after  recent  gains,  on  figures  from  John 
Lewis  showing  a  21.6  per  cent  fall  in  food  sales  in  the  week  to 
April  5.  Tesco  ended  6bp  lower  at  357 bp,  while  Safeway 
dropped  8p  to  354b  p.  Asda,  which  was  in  demand  earlier  in  the 
week,  ended  bp  lower  at  HO  bp.  witfaSainsbuiy  off5bpco330p. 


while  Centrica  was  un¬ 
changed  at  5934p. 

Shell  motored  ahead  early 
in  the  day  after  two  broker  re¬ 
commendations,  but  ended  4p 
lower  at  £I059b.  BP  also  fell 
back,  dosing  8p  lower  at 
6S7bp.  Bnrmah  Castro!  was 
in  demand  after  encouraging 
comments  from  brokers.  The 
shares  came  off,  however,  in 
the  afternoon  to  end  14p  lower 
at  997b  p.  British  Borneo,  the 
oil  exploration  group,  recov¬ 
ered  further  ground  lost  after 


aged  higher  on  the  promise  of 
greater  freedom  to  offer  enter¬ 
tainment  services  on  its  net¬ 
work  under  Labour,  as  well  as 
expectations  of  EU  approval  of 
.  the  company’s  deal  with  MCI. 
By  die  dose,  however,  the 
shares  were  trading  Ip  lower 
at  441  bp. 

Unigate  and  Dairy  Crest, 
the  food  groups,  both  nudged 
higher  on  positive  talk.  ABN 
Amro  Hoare  Govett,  the  bro¬ 
ker,  was  advising  a  switch 
from,  high-yielding  food  stock 


CM  WHafcV 

Zeneca _ _.1851p  +Tv7p..._ 

RJB  Miring  - . . 453 V4p  +S8Kp ... 

Next . . B31*p  +23»p._ 

BtocomptrtJbles . ...I420p  +222%p 
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London  Ctubs  . -388Wp  -1  Op . 


- News  on  drug  patent 

_ Results,  new  projects 

- - Buoyant  sector 

. US  product  launch 

- Report  on  franchises 

- -  Profits  warning 

. -.Cellnet  joint  venture 

_ _ _ Recent  results 

_ Bid  referred 


on  concerns  that  a  Labour 
government  would  reduce  or 
abolish  tax  credits  on 
dividends. 

Unigate  added  4b p  to  464p 
while  Dairy  Crest  put  on  3b  p 
to209p. 

Shortage  of  stock  and  talk  of 
bid  interest  from  Siebe, 
pushed  Spirax-Sarco.  the  en¬ 
gineering  group,  25p  higher  to 
702bp.  Siebe  dropped  2bp  to 
956b  p. 

Crisis  International,  the 
healthcare  group  that  makes 
diagnostic  and-  monitoring 
systems,  moved  up  from  its 
low  this  year  of  lQ3bp  to  add 
4p.  Whispers  that  Crisis  will 
have  good  news  to  report  next 
month  could  fuel  further  rises. 

Banner  Homes  climbed  to 
a  new  high  for  the  year  after 
an  encouraging  profits  fore¬ 
cast.  The  shares  added  lip  to 
SI  bp.  Hambro  Countrywide 
rose  3b  p  to  130p  in  response  to 
a  recent  housing  market 
survey. 

Rowtinson  Securities,  the 
property  group,  jumped  30p  to 
312b  p  after  an  agreed  offer 
from  Barlows.  The  E4637 
million  offer  values  Rowlinson 
shares  at  371  bp.  Shares  in 
Barlows  fell  4p  to  63b  p. 

Among  the  top  100  shares 
Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  was 
left  nursing  a  19b p  drop  to 
530p,  a  fall  of  more  than  3  per 
cent  US  influences  were 
blamed  for  a  9b  p  fall  to  271  p 
for  Vodafone  while  Tomkins 
dropped  9p  to  271p. 

P&O  lost  14pto  602 bp  after 
profit  forecasts  were  down¬ 
graded  by  BZW,  the  broker. 

Waterford  Foods  jumped 
lOp  tp  95p  after  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  a  bid  approach  from 
Avonmore  Foods.  Grand  Met¬ 
ropolitan  ended  2p  lower  at 
499bp  after  the  disposal  of 
Brassard,  a  subsidiary,  to 
Sara  Lee,  the  US  group. 

WH  Smith  ended  2p  lower 
at  451bp  after  the  suprise 
departure  of  Peter  Bamlord, 
head  of  WH  Smith  retail. 
GILT-EDGED:  Gilts  mir¬ 
rored  equ titles  as  higher 
morning  trading  was  hit  by 
the  Wall  Street  fall  The  June 
series  of  the  long  gilt  ended  at 
£108‘*32,  down  £1032  on  high¬ 
er  volumes  than  were  seen 
earlier  in  the  week  at  70,000. 
Treasury  S  per  cent  2000 
ended  off  £*32  at  £102I232, 
while  at  the  longer  end.  Trea¬ 
sury  8per  cent  2015  was  off  £3» 
ax  E101*732. 

□  NEW  YORK;  US  stocks 
were  sharply  lower  in  early 
trading.  At  midday,  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  was 
down  77.11  points  to  6,462.94. 
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HOW  will  Labour  tax  business  if  it  wins  the 
election?  So  far.  the  City  is  mulling  over  three 
changes.  One  is  certain,  the  utility  tax.  The 
second  is  probable,  an  increase  in  capital 
allowances  to  promote  investment  and  the 
third  is  possible,  the  abolition  of  the  dividend 
tax  credit  —  an  easy  way  of  collecting  £4 
billion.  The  general  view  is  that  Labour  will 
milk  the  corporate  sector  to  pay  for  its  pledge 
on  personal  taxation  but  Labour  could  be 
more  radical.  It  may  introduce  changes  that 
turn  the  financing  of  business  on  its  head. 

Labour  believes  that  British  companies 
reinvest  too  little  of  their  profits  and  pay  out 
too  much  in  dividends.  Increasing  the  tax 
allowance  on  Investment  in  plant  and 
equipment  is  an  obvious  step  but  Labour 
could  go  further  and  adopt  proposals  by  the 
Institute  for  fiscal  Studies  to  change  the  cost 


of  capital  for  industry.  Currently,  debt 
receives  a  tax  subsidy  in  die  form  of  an 
allowance  against  (he  cost  of  borrowing.  It  is 
an  incentive  for  companies  to  gear  their 
balance  sheets  and  the  consequence  has  been 
debt-financed  share  buybacks  and  special 
dividends.  Instead,  Labour  could  either 
remove  the  allowance  against  interest  pay¬ 
ments  -  a  move  that  would  be  unpopular  as  tt 
would  hurt  small  businesses  -  or,  it  could 
introduce  a  tax  allowance  for  equity,  applied1 

to  share  capital  and  retained  eamings.  .. 

The  latter  has  attractions  but  as  Dresdner 
Kleinworr  Benson  points  out,  it  could  change 
the  shape  of  the  stock  market,  penalising 
high-yielding,  heavily  borrowed  low-growth 
companies  while  subsidising  mgb-growth. 
companies  that  reinvest  their  profits.  Another 
tax  on  the  utilities? 
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British  Telecom  1 

FOR  YEARS.  British  Tele¬ 
com  complained  that  cable 
companies  were  allowed  to 
use  their  networks  for  tele¬ 
phony  while  BT  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  using  its 
network  for  broadcasting.  _ 
BT  could  soon  get  its 
revenge.  Labour  said  yester¬ 
day  that  it  will  lift  BTs 
broadcasting  restrictions  if  it 
wins  the  election,  and  the 
prospect  of  the  company’s 
imminent  entiy  into  a  vast 
new  business  helped  to  lift 
the  shares.  But  BT  investors 
should  scale  back  expecta¬ 
tions  of  untold  riches  to 
come.  Its  network,  com¬ 
prised  mostly  of  copper 
wires,  lacks  the  capacity  to 
handle  multichannel  tele¬ 
vision,  video-on-demand 
and  high-speed  Internet  ac¬ 
cess.  Building  a  nationwide 
network  would  cost  it  £15 
billion  —  more  than  it  is 


WH  Smith 

NO  ONE  expected  WH 
Smith's  retail  managing  di¬ 
rector  to  quit,  but,  then  again, 
no  one  was  entirely  sur¬ 
prised.  The  high  street  shops 
are  at  the  heart  of  the  group, 
but  are  also  its  biggest  head¬ 
ache.  However  good  a  job  the 
incumbent  is  doing,  the 
temptation  to  throw  some¬ 
body  new  at  the  problem  is 
often  irresistible. 

However,  die  new  head  of 
the  division  should,  in  theory, 
have  an  .easier  job.  The  rail¬ 
way  and  airport  shops  and 
the  distribution  and  logisitics 
business  are  being  set  up  as 
separate  divisions,  so  a  suc¬ 
cessor  can  concentrate  on  the 
high  street. 

On  the  other  hand.  Smith’s 
insists  that  the  change  in 
management  does  not  signal 
a  change  in  strategy.  Also, 
Bill  Cockburn,  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  has  appointed  himself 
chairman  of  the  retail  board 
and  wants  to  keep  a  closer 
eye  on  the  retail  side. 

This  would  all  be  fine  if  it 


paying  to  buy  MCI.  Ameri¬ 
ca's  second  largest  long¬ 
distance  carrier. 

The  fledgling  cable  com¬ 
panies  were  offered  the  right 
to  sell  telephone  services  as 
an  incentive  to  invest  more 
than  EIO  billion  in  their 
networks,  it  would  be  costly 
and  foolish  for  BT  to  repli¬ 
cate  the  cable  infrastructure 
across  the  UK. 


This  does  not  mean,  how¬ 
ever,  that  BT  is  out  of  the 
game.  Smaller  projects  are 
possible  and  time  may  work . 
in  BTs  favour.  The  cable 
companies  have  built  the 
highway  but  they  have? yet  to 
fill  it  with  paying  freight  BT 
can  learn  from  the  mistakes 
of  the  cable  operators  and. 
roll  on  to  die  highway  when 
the  time  is  right. 


ITS  GOOD  TO  TALK  TO  TONY 


British  Telecom 
share  price 
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were  dear  that  the  current 
strategy  is  the  righr  one.  but 
it  is  not  The  new  boss  should 
be  able  to  question  and  even 
overturn  recent  decisions  to 
bring  in  children’s  areas  and 
cut  the  number  of  books,  for 
example.  WH  Smith  needs  a 
retailer  of  calibre  and  charac¬ 
ter  to  run  the  high  street 
shops,  not  a  yes  man.  Share¬ 
holders  should  hope  die 
group  chooses  the  former. 

NMT 

RESOURCEFUL  people,  the 
Soots.  From  the  country  that 
gave  the  world  Adam  Smith, . 
penicillin  and  television,  a 
new  invention  is  on  its  way  to 
the  Alternative  Investment 
Market:  the  retractable  safe¬ 
ty  syringe. 

At  first  sight,  the  device 
compares  poorly  with.  Scot¬ 
land's  other  inventions:  it 
looks  like  little  more  than  a 
spring  tightly  packed  inside  a 
ball-point  pen.  However,  to 
its  owner  —  New  Medical 
Technology  —  it  is  the  future 
of  the  $3  billion  worldwide 


syringe  market  Its  technol¬ 
ogy  is  beautifully  simple.  The 
needle  retracts  instantly  after 
injection,  thus  protecting 
health  workers  from  acciden¬ 
tal  pinpricks  and  avoiding 
the  subsequent  compensa¬ 
tion  claims  against  hospitals. 

Now.  why  didn't  you  think 
of  that?  Unfortunately,  the. 
company  is  not  certain  that 
nobody  else  has.  although  it 
is  reasonably  confident. 
While  speculative  wiiig-and- 
a-prayer  companies  are  ho 
stranger  to  the  junior  ex¬ 
change,  NMT  has  yet  to  ob- 
tam  patent  protection. 

It  makes  no  secret  of  this 
absence:  indeed,  it  gives 
warning  that  companies  with 
"greater  research,  develop¬ 
ment,  marketing,  financial 
and  personal  resources"  may 
get  in  before  it 

Whatever  NMT  may  lack 
in  protection  for  its  invention, 
investors  cannot  complain 
that  the  company  has  not 
protected  them  from  a  risky 
investment  decision. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 
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War  widows 
are  angry  at 
pension  rules 
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PENSION  TENSION  37 

The  frozen 
pension  that 
melted  away 
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In  a  week  in  which  pension 
savings  were  made  safer 
by  new  laws,  (see  page  38) 
a  worrying  trend  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  pension  funds  was 
revealed.  Pension  fund  trust¬ 
ees  are  supposed  to  have  a 
wealth  of  options  when  choos¬ 
ing  the  manager  of  the  money 
they  guard.  The  selection  is 
nicknamed  “the  beauty  pa¬ 
rade’*.  City  firms  pose  before 
them  in  a  bid  to  show  they  are 
die  financial  equivalent  of 
M/ss  Venezuela. 

According  to  new  research, 
however,  the  candidates  are 


Beauty  parade  or 
City  clone  zone? 


starting  to  look  die  same. 
Combined  Actuarial  Perfor¬ 
mance  Services  (Caps) 
analyses  pension  fund  perfor¬ 
mance.  In  a  new  study,  it  said 
the  difference  between  the 
better  managers  and  their 
underperforming  competitors 
was  strikingly  small  in  1996. 


Surveying  1,620  funds  with 
a  total  value  of  £269  bOlion. 
Caps  found  (he  median  aver¬ 
age  return  was  10.8  per  cent, 
against  19.6  per  cent  in  1995. 

However,  just  Z2  per  cent 
seperated  the  typical  “higher 
performance"  manager  from 
die  typical  “lower-perfor- 


mance"  manager.  The  gap. 
known  as  the  interquartile 
range,  is  the  smallest  since 
performance  measurement 
began  in  1970. 

John  Clamp,  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  part  of  the  explana¬ 
tion  is  consolidation  in  the 
pensions  industry,  which  has 
seen  five  or  six  fund  manage¬ 
ment  companies  become 
dominant  But  Caps  leaves 
the  question  dangling:  are 
pension  fund  managers  doing 
the  same  thing? 

Adam  Jones 


A  least-unfair  utility  tax 


Labour's  utility  tax  is  an  obsolete 
wheeze  to  grab  privatisation  pro¬ 
ceeds  without  selling  anything. 
On  two  occasions  such  a  tax  might  have 
been  justified.  One  was  in  1991-%  when 
some  utilities  benefited  from  falling 
inflation  because  of  the  structure  of  price 
controls-  Had  Labour  won  in  1992,  it 
could  have  pounced.  By  now.  any  gain 
has  been  drowned  in  all  the  water 
flowing  under  the  regulatory  bridge: 

The  second  was  in  1995-%.  when 
takeover  protection  was  lifted  from 
electricity  and  water  companies.  The 
City  demanded  heavy  cash  payouts  in 
addition  to  normal  dividends  from 
companies  deemed  ab le  to  borrow 
heavUv.  and  there  were  big  takeover 
nremiums.  Billions  were  disgorged  that 
neither  the  se!iing_  Go^mmem,  nor 
buying  investors,  had  thought  to  be 
surplus  at  privatisation. 

Kenneth  Clarke  could  have  pocketed 
E5  billion  on  that  basis.  He  chose  not  to. 
because  that  would  rewrite  sales  con¬ 
tracts  on  a  one-way  basis.  Government 
offered  no  compensation  for  changing 
£e  Jaw  to  the  detriment  of  Bnnsh  Gas 
and  confiscating  a  lot  of  ns  business. 

Even  the  1995-96  bonanza  has  swiftly 
become  history.  Nearly  all  regional 
Staridtv  companies  and  two  water 

2£2Es  have  been  taken  oyer,  mostly 
SB  dicir  surplus  cash.  It  is  cynical  to 
penalise  new  shareholders,  or  somehow 
Sd  that  a  levy  hurts  boardroom  fat- 
SS  Labour  relies,  however,  on  revenue 
tom  the  only  tax  impos  t  it  has  presented 

to  Se  electorate.  So  a  levy  fere  would 
^  The  issues  are  how  much,  who  pays 
Si,  o„  what  basis.  Insp.red  reports  that 


GRAHAM 

SEARJEANT 


Tony  Blair  wants  to  levy  “only”  £3-5 
billion  sent  City  traders  out  buying  on 
Thursday.  That  looks  a  dangerous 
game;  though  useful  for  those  of  us 
small  investors  who  still  want  to  sell. 
Utilities  have  some  bargaining  power, 
given  the  legal  wrinkles  of  such  a  lax. 
but  fiscal  pressures  on  the  next  govern¬ 
ment  grow  by  the  minute. 

The  wider  the  levy  is  drawn,  the  less 
the  individual  pain  and  the  less  likely  it 
is  to  suffer  legal  challenge.  This  is  the 
slim  case  for  drawing  in  BAA  and  buoy¬ 
ant  newcomers  such  as  Railtrack.  Inclu¬ 
ding  generators  looks  pragmatic  but  has 
little  logic. 

Unlike  banks  in  1981.  however,  utili¬ 
ties  have  no  common  basis  to  levy  a  tax. 
As  the  Institute  for  Fiscal  Studies 
concluded,  any  regime  will  be  unfair 
between  past  and  present  shareholders, 
and  between  companies.  A  levy  based 
on  either  sales,  profit  margins  or  return 
on  capital  would  discriminate  unfairly 
between  industries  of  widely  varying 


character.  Any  attempt  to  define  excess 
profits  is  doomed  to  endless  dispute. 
Regulators  might  dredge  their  files  for 
the  profits  they  projected  when  they  set 
price  limits,  but  that  would  only  apply  to 
profits  earned  after  the  first  price 
review.  For  most  utilities,  there  are  no 
valid  local  or  international  compari¬ 
sons.  Any  a  priori  definition  of  "normal" 
profits  would  be  subjective  and  would 
come  back  to  haunt  its  champions. 

The  only  solid  factual  basis  for 
allocating  the  tax  burden  is  to  measure 
returns  to  shareholders.  These  include 
dividends,  capital  growth  and  one-off 
payouts,  which  could  be  compared  with 
returns  on  the  FT-SE  100  share  index. 

That  is  not  fair  either.  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Wessex  Water  boosted 
returns  via  a  successful  venture 
into  waste  disposaL  Most  small  BT 
investors  bought  slock  from  government 
in  the  second  and  third  tranches  and 
have  fared  badly.  The  biggest  gainer 
tom  early  outperformance  was  the 
Treasury.  And  why  should  acquirers  be 
taxed  on  takeover  premiums?  Yet  such 
an  approach  looks  the  least  unfair.  It 
should  focus  the  tax  on  regional  electric¬ 
ity  and  water  companies  that  have 
yielded  ihe  highest  unexpected  returns 
and  spare  British  Gas,  whose  shares 
underperformed. 

To  thar  end  ir  is  vital  that  “excess" 
returns  be  measured  right  up  to  the 
present  day.  If  the  calculations  are  cut  off 
in  1995.  as  in  the  IFS  exercise,  electricity 
companies  are  heavily  favoured  at  the 
expense  of  Gas  and  BT.  If  up  to  date, 
electricity  and  water  pay  most  of  the  tax. 


Caroline  M  err  ell  looks  at  the  detail  of  the  flotation 

Halifax  clear  for 
market  landing 


The  Halifax  took  a  step 
nearer  the  stock  mar¬ 
ket  this  week,  with  the 
announcement  of  ar¬ 
rangements  for  those  who 
wish  to  sell  and  for  those  who 
wish  to  keep  their  shares. 

The  share  education  pro¬ 
gramme  designed  to  help  first- 
time  investors  deal  with  the 
intricacies  of  the  stock  market 
follows  in  two  weeks.  The  soc¬ 
iety's  eight  million  borrowing 
and  saving  members  who  are 
to  receive  free  shares  will  be 
notified  of  their  allocation  at 
the  end  of  this  month,  or  early 
in  May.  Halifax  has  its  market 
debut  in  June. 

Early  indications  suggest 
that  as  many  as  750.000  custo¬ 
mers  will  wish  to  sell  their 
shares  on  the  first  day  of  deal¬ 
ing.  For  this  group,  the  Hali¬ 
fax  is  offering  a  special  share 
dealing  service  which  will  be 
free  for  the  first  ten  days  after 
flotation.  Initially  this  service 
wil]  operate  by  post  for  sales, 
but  telephone  dealing  will  be 
introduced. 

Those  who  want  to  buy 
more  shares  will  be  able  to  do 
so.  via  the  telephone,  tom  the 
first  day  after  flotation.  They 
will  have  to  pay  a  minimum 
dealing  commission  of  £1250 
or  05  per  cent  Selling  shares 
after  the  ten-day  free  dealing 
period  will  attract  a  minimum 
charge  erf  £750  or  05  per  cent 
Because  the  Halifax  is  eager 
to  keep  as  many  of  its  share¬ 
holders  as  possible  and  would 
be  happy  to  see  them  acquire 
more  shares,  it  is  providing 
various  options  to  promote 
loyalty. 

Members  can  put  their 


shares  into  a  specially  devised 
Halifax  Shareholder  Account. 
the  simplest  alternative  for 
those  who  wish  to  sell  some 
but  not  all  of  their  shares  or  to 
buy  more.  As  this  will  be  a 
nominee-type  account,  inves¬ 
tors  will  nor  get  their  own 
share  certificates,  leaving 
them  without  the  traditional 
proof  of  owners  Pup.  However, 
each  account  holder  will  re¬ 


ceive  regular  notification  of 
the  value  of  his  holding  and 
will  have  his  dividends  paid 
into  this  account 
Sue  Concannon.  Halifax 
Share  Dealing,  managing  di¬ 
rector.  said  it  eventually  hopes 
to  offer  more  services  through 
the  share-dealing  operation. 
She  added:  “Members  will  be 
able  to  transfer  other  shares  to 
the  Shareholder  Account. 


SHOULD  YOU  SELL  OR  HOLD? 


Brokers  advised  those 
with  Alliance  ft  Leices¬ 
ter  shares  to  hang  on  to 
them,  unless  they  had  debts 
or  other  outstanding  finan¬ 
cial  commitments.  For  ex¬ 
ample.  the  interest  on  the 
outstanding  credit  card  b3L 
which  rings  up  at  about  23 
per  cent  is  unlikely  to  be 
matched  by  any  return  that 
could  be  generated  by  die 
Alliance  ft  Leicester.  The 
small  number  of  shares  al¬ 
located  may  not  be  cost- 
effective  to  hold. 

Jeremy  Batstone,  of  Nat- 
West  Stockbrokers,  thinks 
A&L  shares  will  be  worth 
keeping  because  the  society 
could  be  taken  over.  “The 
likelihood  of  the  Alliance  ft 
Leicester  surviving  as  an 
independent  entity  is  about 
as  likely  as  a  second  lieu¬ 


tenant  surviving  the  First 
World  War,"  he  said. 

Societies  that  become 
banks  are  protected  from 
takeover  for  five  years,  un¬ 
less  they  themselves  be¬ 
come  predators.  But  Mr 
Batstone  said  that  a  com¬ 
pany  wishing  to  bid  for  the 
A&L  could  make  a  friendly 
approach  to  the  board  that 
might  not  be  rebuffed. 

He  added  that  all  conver¬ 
ting  societies  could  face 
difficulties;  “They  will  not 
be  able  to  offer  the  same 
savings  and  mortgage  rates 
as  the  mutuals  because  they 
will  have  to  satisfy  their 
shareholders'  needs."  He 
said  Abbey  National's 
share  of  the  mortgage  mar¬ 
ket  had  fallen  to  25  per  cent 
this  year  against  about  125 
per  cent  last  year. 
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which  will  be  free  for  at  least 
Three  years." 

Those  who  do  not  want  to 
hold  their  shares  in  this  way- 
can  apply  to  have  share  certifi¬ 
cates.  They  ran  also  keep  their 
shares  in  a  single-company 
personal  equity  plan  (Pepj.  If 
the  shares  are  held  in  the 
single-company  Pep,  then  the 
member  can  invest  the  other 
£6.000  of  their  general  Pep 
allowance  with  another  Pep 
manager.  As  the  shares  are 
deemed  to  have  no  transfer 
value,  they  can  also  invest  a 
further  £3.000  in  Halifax 
shares,  and  benefit  tom  the 
breaks  on  a  single  company 
Pep  (see  page  32).  Ms  Concan¬ 
non  added:  “Single-company 
Peps  may  not  be  suitable  for 
everyone.  Non-taxpayers  or 
those  on  a  lower  rate  of  tax 
may  not  benefit  from  taking 
out  this  sort  of  Pep.  " 

If  share  certificates  are 
opted  for.  then  the  member 
will  not  be  able  to  use  the 
Halifax  share  dealing  services. 
Instead,  they  will  have  to  go 
through  another  broker. 
Sharelink.  the  execution-only 
broker,  charges  a  minimum  of 
£10  (Hi  its  nominee  account 

As  its  flotation  date  of  April 
21  is  less  than  ten  days  away, 
the  14  million  members  of  the 
Alliance  &  Leicester  should 
have  now  derided  whether  to 
sell  their  shares,  put  them  in  a 
Pep.  or  the  corporate  nominee 
account  or  opt  to  have  their 
own  share  certificates.  The 
shares  of  those  who  missed 
yesterday's  deadline  for  re¬ 
turning  allocation  forms  will 
be  held  with  the  society  await¬ 
ing  instructions. 
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If  you're  about  to  receive  windfall  shares  from  a  Should  you  want  at  any  time  to  convert 

convening  building  society  or  insurance  company,  you’ll 
realise  that  only  a  PEP  can  shelter  growth  from  capital  gains 
tax  and  dividends  from  income  tax. 

But  make  sure  you  choose  a  PEP  provider  that  is  a 
true  specialist  —  like  Fidelity.  We  know  you  want  the  best 
possible  options,  with  the  best  possible  potential  at  the  best 
possible  prices. 

That’s  why  we  created  the  No-Cost  Windfall  PEP. 

There  is  no  cost  for  accepting  your  shares,  or  for 
administering  the  dividend,  or  for  holding  your  shares  if  you 
are  an  existing  Fidelity  investor.  If  you're  not,  then  we  still  wont 
charge  you  a  penny  for  holding  your  shares  until  April  1999. 

Thereafter  we‘11  charge  a  flat  holding  fee  of  just  £15  per 
annum,  unless  you  take  out  an  additional  investment  with  us, 
when  we'il  waive  the  fee  entirely. 

You  can  PEP  as  marry  different  windfall  shares  as  you  like 
and  there's  no  minimum  value  for  the  investment. 

0800414171 

Call  free  9am  to  6pm.  7  days.  Fax:  01737  836  980.  http://www.fid-iml.com/uk 

- : - ; - - -  ,  — ji-ivT— r - - — — rTT.y-  y—. — ■  *  l  • . — r ■■ —  — — . — r 

’•  'Ty  JO' "'  •v: J "H.  .'fTi'jjfi  'c ’■  ;  r' 

The  PEP  you  select  euy  cany  an  Initial  chjrgr.  Resources  and  assets  are  as  at  Jl/lflT  sod  include  resoutce*  of  FMH  Corp,  a  US  company  and  affiliate.  Past  performance  b  no 
guarantee  of  future  returns  The  value  of  Investments  and  Incomer  from  them  on  go  down  as  wen  as  up  and  an  investor  may  nni  jret  had:  ifar  amount  Invested.  Tax  JMumpuons 


r  WE  ^  '  your  windfall  shares  into  one  of  our  top 
performing  PEPs.  we'll  make  no  charge  for 
jl  p£p  -j  that  either? 

i£~-r^:T7.c=:  And  that  includes  our  entire  range  of 

top  performing  UK  and  international  PEPs,  as  well  as  our  best 
value  range  of  MoneyBuilder  PEPs.  Putting  your  shares  into  our 
No-Cost  Windfall  PEP  is  as  simple  as  picking  up  the  phone. 

Call  the  number  below  and  we'll  answer  all  your  questions. 
Alternatively  send  off  the  coupon  or  speak  to  your  UFA. 

You’ll  find  our  No-Cost  Windfall  PEP  a  breeze. 

To:  Fidelity  Investments,  PO  Box  88.  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN11  9DZ.  Phone 
0800  41  41  71.  Please  send  me  information  on  Fidelily's  No-Cost  Windfall  PEP. 
We  will  not  disclose  any  information  outside  the  Fidelity  Marketing  Group. 

Name _ 

Address _ 


Postcode. 
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Gavin  Lumsden  explains  the  benefits  and  pitfalls  of  Peps  designed  to  attract  windfallshares 


Float  into  tax  haven  with  care 


The  £23  billion  free  share 
bonanza  of  1997  is  prov¬ 
ing  a  windfall  for  the 
personal  equity  plan  industry, 
thanks  to  the  Inland  Revenue. 

In  a  special  concession  fo  the 
ten  million  people  benefiting 
bom' these  share  distributions, 
the  taxman  has  declared  that 
any  saver  or  borrower  receiv¬ 
ing  shares  when  a  building 
society  becomes  a  bank  can 
pur  them  in  a  Pep  within  42 
days  at  “zero  value".  So. 
anyone  wishing  also  to  invest 
their  full  £9,000  annual  allow¬ 
ance  in  Peps  may  do  so. 

However,  the  uninitiated 
should  take  care  amid  the  mult¬ 
iplicity  of  Pep  offers.  A  Times 
survey  shows  that  many 
schemes  that  will  be  offered  to 
windfall  shareholders  have 
pitfalls.  Anyone,  for  example, 
opting  to  swap  their  shares  for 
units  in  a  unit  trust  risks 
losing  that  “zero  value"  con¬ 
cession  (see  below).  Further¬ 
more,  although  holding 
shares  in  a  Pep  spares  them 
from  income  tax  and  capital 
gains  tax.  Pep  fees  may  mean 
that  only  big  windfalls  benefit. 

For  millions  of  savers,  this 
will  be  the  first  time  they  have 
considered  a  Pep.  The  Alliance 
&  Leicester  and  the  Halifax 
have  announced  their  Pep  opt¬ 
ions  and  other  converting  socie¬ 
ties  are  expected  to  follow  suit. 

In  view  of  the  big  opportuni¬ 
ty,  ihe  rest  of  the  Pep  industry 
has  been  amazingly  slow  to 
offer  transfer  services  to  wind¬ 
fall  shareholders.  Only  a  few 
BSep  managers  are  able,  or 
willing,  to  let  people  hold 
shares  direct  within  a  Pep  — 
although  .companies  such  as 
Virgin  are  hurriedly  talking  to 
regulators  and  stockbrokers  to 
try  to  start  a  service  before  the 
A&L  issues  shares  on  April  21. 
Many  unit  trust  companies 


LIKE  millions  of  savers,  Jill  Huime  is 
facing  the  question  of  what  to  do  with 
her  first  shares  when  Halifax  floats  on 
the  stock  market  in  June.  “Unfortunate¬ 
ly.  I  didn’t  get  round  to  being  a  carpet 
bagger  and  I  am  only  getting  the  one  set 
of  shares,"  she  said. 

Still,  having  had  a  mortgage  with  the 
society  for  eight  years  and  a  90-day 
high  interest  rate  account  since  1987, 


Jill,  33.  is  expecting  a  windfall  of  £1,000 
to  £1,500  in  shares.  Wanting  fo  put  the 
money  aside  fora  rainy  day.  Jill  read  to 
see  what  her  options  were.  "I  realised  it 
was  sensible  to  shelter  the  shares  within 
a  Pep  as  it  avoids  paying  income  and 
capital  gains  tax.  However,  you  have  to 
move  quite  quickly,  within  42  days  of 
receiving  the  shares." 

After  ringing  for  the  details  of  several 


companies  she  turned  to  the  indepen¬ 
dent  financial  adviser  who  helped  her  to 
sort  out  her  affairs  when  she  set  up  a 
marketing  company  in  Macdesfield. 
Cheshire.  He  recommended  Perpetual’s 
Genoa!  Pep  which  charges  a  holding 
fee  of  £4  per  dividend  (£8  a  year).  “Hi  see 
how  they  perform  and  make  a  decision 
on  whether  to  sell  and  convert  them  into 
units  in  a  few  months'  time.” 


have  opted  out  because  they 
have  no  administrative  sys¬ 
tems  to  collect  dividends,  seek 
tax  credits  and  send  transac¬ 
tion  statements  to  sharehold¬ 
ers.  Most  are  making  the  best 
of  a  bad  lot  by  offering  to 
exchange  windfall  shares  for 
units  in  their  funds,  arguing 
that  these  are  a  lower-risk, 
more  diversified  investment  A 


few  Pep  providers,  such  as 
troubled  Morgan  Grenfell, 
may  not  even  let  you  do  this. 

The  late  marketing  rush  by 
Pep  providers  and  demutual¬ 
ising  companies  means  inves¬ 
tors  will  need  to  act  carefully 
and  quickly. 

■  If  you  are  a  regular  saver 
with  a  Pep  already  and  expea 
free  shares,  check  what  service 


the  Pep  company  is  offering.  If 
it  is  not  what  you  want,  stop 
your  April  payment  going 
through  or  you  will  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  plan  for  1997-48. 
You  can  transfer  Peps,  but  this 
will  cause  delay  in  what  will 
be  a  fraught  summer  for 
investors  and  Pep  providers. 

■  The  central  question  is  do 
you  want  to  keep  the  shares? 


Mark  Matthias,  of  Henderson 
Investors,  suggests  no.  saying: 
"The  building  society  conver¬ 
sions  will  double  the  size  of  the 
banking  sector  without  in¬ 
creasing  the  size  of  the  market 
Are  they  all  going  to  make 
money?  I  don’t  think  so.  Most 
people  who  don't  have  a  sub¬ 
stantial  portfolio  would  do 
better  to  diversify  into  a  collec¬ 


tive  fond  such  as  a  unit  or 
investment  trust” 

However,  most  experts,  such 
as  Charles  Levett-Scrivener.  of 
Towry  Law.  believe  that  de¬ 
mutualisation  shares  will  be 
boosted  by  City  institutions 
desperate  to  buy  diem.  All  of 
the  societies,  except  perhaps  the 
Halifax,  may  also  become  take¬ 
over  targets  after  Flotation  if 
they  themselves  go  on  the 
takeover  trail 

Market  speculation  will  fur¬ 
ther  strengthen  the  price.  Mr 
Levett-Scrivener  recommends 
hanging  on  for  three  months, 
while  others  suggest  a  year.  Of 
course,  you  may  look  at  the 
sterling  performance  of  Abbey 
National  shares  and  decide  to 
be  a  long-term  holder. 

■  If  you  deride  to  keep  the 
shares,  you  should  avoid  sin¬ 
gle  company  Peps.  These  can 
hold  the  shares  of  only  one 
company  at  a  time.  You  are 
allowed  only  one  plan  a  tax 
year.  If  you  expect  further 
share  windfalls,  you  could  be 
lured  into  breaching  Pep  rules 
by  taking  our  another  in  the 
same  year,  thus  losing  all  the 
tax  breaks.  Unlike  general 
Peps,  single  company  Peps 
inhibit  you  from  diversifying 
later  into  collective  funds  such 
as  unit  and  investment  trusts 
or  lower-risk  corporate  bonds. 
“A  Pep  is  not  just  for  flotation, 
it  is  for  life,"  Mr  Levett- 
Scrivener  says.  “A  general  Pep 
will  give  you  much  more 
flexibility  in  years  to  come." 

Halifax  caused  consternation 
this  week  when  it  said  it  will 
offer  only  a  single  company  Ftp 
to  its  8.5  million  members. 
Experts  fear  that  thousands  of 
people  may  unwittingly  break 
tax  law  by  taking  up  single 
company  Peps  when  the  Wool¬ 
wich,  the  Northern  Rock  and 
Norwich  Union  float. 


The  pick  ’n’  mix  option  Trusts  target  windfalls 


An  option  for  people  prepared  to  take  a  more 
active  interest  in  their  financial  affairs  is  a 
self-select  Pep  run  by  a  stockbroker.  Self-select 
Peps  allow  you  to  shelter  any  number  of 
different  shares  and  unit  trusts.  You  an  choose 
to  pay  for  advice  or  plan  your  investments  on 
your  own.  Although  most  brokers  are  offering  a 
free  transfer  to  windfall  shareowners,  other 
charges  do  tend  to  be  higher  than  general  Peps.  * 
fillings,  which  is  based  in  Manchester,  is 
charging  £6.75  for  each  dividend  and  a  1.65  per  , 
cent  dealing  charge,  with  a  minimum  of  UO.  . 
Kiliik  &  Co.  is  levying  £750  per  dividend  and, . 
1.65  per  cent  on  dealing  for  its  Unrestricted  Rep. 
Cater  Direct  charges  a  flat  fee  of  £55.  while 
NatWest  Stockbrokers  collects  0.6  per  cent  of. 
the  value  of  the  portfolio  each  year.  Alliance  & 


Leicester  is  also  offering  a  self-select  Pep, 
managed  by  Barclays  Stockbrokers,  although  it 
is  quite  expensive.  On  top  of  a  1  per  cent  annual 
management  fee.  there  are  dealing  costs 
starting  at  2  per  cent  for  trades  under  £750  and 
15  per  cent  for  deals  up  to  £10XXX). 

Matthew  Orr,  of  Kiliik  &  Co.  said:  “If  you 
want  to  keep  your  options  open,  a  self- 
select  Pep  will  let  you  hold  as  many  windfall 
shares  as  you  want.  If  you  want  to  add  a  unit 
trust  later,  you  are  not  restricted  to  the  funds  of 
just  one  provider  —  -unit  trust  groups  make 
their  fees  front  unit  trusts  and  trill  not  want  to 
manage  shares  for  ever.  If  you  want  to  sell, 
straightaway,  you  should  use  the  building 
societies'  free  selling  services." 


About  17  unit  bust  groups  are  offering  to 
exchange  windfall  shares  for  units  in  their 
general  Peps  above  the  normal  £6.000  annual 
allowance.  For  new.  investors,  all,  except 
Lincoln,  are  waiving  Pep  set-up  charges.  Apart 
from  GT  Global  and  HSBC  these  companies 
require  the  shares  to  be  worth  a  minimum 
amount  If  the  amount  falls  short  investors 
have  to  supplement  it  with  cash.  Barclays 
Unicom  and  Portfolio  require  £1.000,  while 
.Schraders  is  asking  new  investors  to  stump  up 
E3.00Q  or  start  a  £50  monthly  savings  scheme. 

Britannia  Building  Society,  Capd-Cure  My¬ 
ers,  Clerical  Medical  and  Legal  &  General  are 
waiving  the  cost  of  selling  the  shares  and  the 
initial  charge  on  their  unit  trusts.  Framlington 
caters  for  those  who  want  to  keep  some  of  the 


shares  and  diversify  within  financial  stocks. 
Three  quarters  of  the  shares  have  to  be  ex¬ 
changed  into  its  Financial  unit  trust,  with  the 
rest  held  for  no  fee  until  April  1998. 

But  remember.  Exchanging  windfall  shares 
for  units  could  lose  you  the  benefit  6f  the 
zero  value  subscription.  Alliance  &  Leicester’s 
new  Capital  Growth  general  Pep  will  not  take 
shares  but  is  open  to  members  who  want  to 
exchange  them.  This  week  ibe  society  con¬ 
firmed  that  it  will  seO  theshanes  outside  the  Pep 
before  investing  proceedSin  the- Pep.  This  cash- 
sum \rifl  count  towdriteyoar  £6,000 limit.  >%  ' 
The  Stock  Exchange  has  published  a  guide 
to  share  ownership  to  coincide  with  the  wave  of 
windfalls.  For  a  free  copy  ring  0171-797 1372. 


Accounting  for 
cost  of  Pepping 
windfall  shares 


Companies  allowing 

shares  in  their  gener¬ 
al  peps  include  Fidel¬ 
ity.  Henderson  Investors, 
Invesco,  John  Govett  John¬ 
son  Fry.  M&G.  Mercury. 
Perpetual,  Save  &  Prosper 
and  Skandia.  All  have  an 
established  track  record  in 

managing  investment  funds 
and  Peps. 

Transferring  your  shares 
into  these  providers  is  free, 
but  there  are  other  charges. 
With  one  exception,  all  are 
charging  a  fee  for  holding 
the  shares  in  the  Pep. 
Lnvesco  and  M&G  are  levy¬ 
ing  an  annual  fee  per  share 
set  of  £15  and  £S.  Pepping 
three  sets  of  windfall  shares 
with  Invesco  would  cost 
£45.  In  contrast  Mercury  is 
charging  a  flat  fee  of  £15, 
irrespective  of  the  number 
of  windfalls.  Henderson. 
Perpetual  and  Skandia  are 
charging  £5,  £4  and  £3 
respectively  for  each  divi¬ 
dend  paid  on  the  shares. 
These  will  be  paid  twice  a 
year,  doubling  the  price  for 
each  share  set 
Save  &  Prosper  and  John¬ 
son  Fry  will  hold  the  shares 
in  their  Pbps  free  for  a  year 
before  charging.  From  next 
April  S&P  will  collect  a  £25 
annual  fee  per  windfall, 
which  could  easily  outweigh 
the  tax  advantages  of  stay¬ 
ing  in  the  Psp.  Johnson  Fry 
will  charge  15  per  cent  of 
the  value  of  the  shares, 
which  could  soon  mount  up 
if  you  are  a  multiple  share 
owner.  Fidelity  will  make 
no  charge  until  April  1999 
and  will  charge  £15  if  no 
further  investment  in  its 
funds  has  occurred. 

Charles  Fry  of  Johnson 
Fry  believes  that  windfall 
shareowners  should  consid¬ 
er  these  charges  before 
into  a  Pep: 


ernng  into  a 
i  Halifax  shares  might 


transferring 
“1.0001 
yield  you  £40  each  year.  If 
youYe  paying  a  £15  fee  you 
might  as  well  have  left  it 
outside  the  Pep." 

The  cheapest  offer  cur¬ 
rently  is  from  John  Govett, 
the  specialist  manager  of 
tracking  and  futures  and 
options  imds.  OTtah 
ised  axe. 

per'  pent  . 

the  shares-'ate  "sold  ■  later. 


Fidelity.  Henderson,  M&G, 
Mercury  and  Eferpetual  wQ{ 
sell  the  shares  for  free  but 
only  if  you  reinvest  the  cash 
in  their  unit  trusts  or  invest¬ 
ment  trusts.  .Fidelity 
charges  £35  if  you  sell  the 
shares  for  cash.  S&P  will 
levy  a  1.75  per  cent  dealing 
fee  from  April  1998.  Skandia 
charges  12  per  cent  new, 
.  rising  to  1.95  per  cent  on 
May  31  next  year. 

However,  three  of  the 
companies  will  not  allow 
new  investors  to  hold  the 
shares  in  their  Pep  without 
putting  additional  money  in 
their  hinds.  Henderson  re¬ 
quires  £2,000  or  £100  per 
month.  S&P  a  £3,000  lump 
sum.  and  Skandia  a  £1,000 
lump  sum  or  £50  monthly 
savings  scheme. 

However,  John  Govett 
has  the  highest  initial 
charges  on  its  unit  trusts  if 
you  da  buy  their  funds:  3.25; 
55  per  cent  compared  with' 
nothing  for  M&G  and  Per¬ 
petual  and  05  per  cent  for 
Fidelity.  Behind  these 
charges  there  lurks  the  sus¬ 
picion'  that  Pep  managers 
have  no  interest  in  taking  on 
the  burden  of  managing  the 
shares  in  the  long  term. 

But  Chris  Cottrell,- 
marketing  director  of 
S&P,  is  reserving  the 
right  to  limit  the  company* 
offer  if  the  administrative 
demands  become  too  oner¬ 
ous.  S&P  was  fined  £115,000 
last  year  for  breaching  Pep 
rules  and  is  fearful  of  what 
could  happen  in  June  and 
July  if  millions  of  investors 
transfer  shares  in  the  Hali¬ 
fax,  Woolwich  and  Norwich 
Union.  “We  have  invested 
substantially  in  our  Pep 
administration  since  last 
year,"  he  said.  “Neverthe¬ 
less.  those  of  us  who  have 
good  offers  on  the  table 
could  be  absolutely  flooded 
by  demand.  What  are  we 
gong  to  du  if  we  get  a 
million  deals?”  - 
Mr  Levett-Scrivener  rec¬ 
ommends  focusing  on  com¬ 
panies  with  attack  record  in 
handling  large  volumes  of 
shares  within  Peps.  “Perpet¬ 
ual  has  allowed  investors  to 
put  privatisation  shares  in 
its  Peps  smee  1987,  M&G  has 
its  investment  trusts  experi¬ 
ence.  as  does  Mercury." 
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OVERTAX 


YOURSELF 


INVEST  IN 


YOUR 


PEP 


MONTH  L Y. 


You  work  hard  enough  as  it  is,  so 
isn't  it  time  you  let  your  spare  income 
work  hard  for  you? 

Invest  in  a  Schroder  PEP  regular 
investment  plan,  with  a  monthly  Direct 
Debit.  Then  you  could  join  the 
thousands  of  investors  who  have 
profiled  from  our  award-winning  track 
record  of  consistent,  high  performance. 

You  can  relax  in  the  knowledge  that 
your  capital  won't  be  lied  up.  We'll 
alter  or  suspend  your  monthly 
investments  as  you  wish.  We'll  also 
arrange  withdrawals  of  cash  or  snitch 
your  investment  to  another  fund  on 
jour  instruction.  And  at  (he  start  of 
the  next  tax  year,  if  you  wani'to 
continue  investing,  we’ll  even 
automatically  open  a  new  PEP  for  you. 

All  you  have  to  do  is  pick  up  the 
phone,  or  a  pair  of  scissors.  And  joull 
never  need  to  open  another  PEP  again. 

Strenuous,  isn't  it? 

0800  002  000 

Quoting  ref  367 


TO:  SCHRODERS. 
CUSTOMER  SERVICES  DEPT. 
02367  FREEPOST.  LON  7109. 

LONDON  EC4B4PD. 
Please  send  me  my  free  copy  of  the 
Schroder  1  W7A>8  PEP  brochure, 
including  mibroiAUofl  cm  regular 
investment. 

Name 


i  Address 


» ftwtcode 
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Schroders 
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The  Index-Tracking  PEP  for  the  new  tax  year 
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WHAT  MAKES  LEGAL  &  GENERAL’S 
FTSE  ALL-SHAKE  INDEX-TRACKING 
PEP  THE  BEST  VALUE  PEP  OF  ITS 
KIND  ON  THE  MARKET? 

A  glance  at  the  table  will  show 
that  -  since  its  launch  just  uver  one 
year  ago  -  this  Index-Tracking  PEP  from 
Legal  &  General  has  proved  that  it 
offers  PEP  investors  unhea  table  value 
for  money. 

It  follows  the  FTSE  All-Share  Index. 
This  Index  reflects  die  performance  of 
the  entire  stock  market,  mi  it  reduces 
the  nsk  of  bring  over-exposed  m  shares 
which  underperform  and  lessen  your 
return  In  fact.  Xft.dtXi  invested  in  the 
l-egaf  &  General  Index-Tracking  PEP  ji 
launch  would  now  he  worth 
compared  to  just  in  the  average 

UK  Income  &  Growth  Trust. 


NO 

initial  charges 

JUST 

0.5 %  annual  charge 

NO 

withdrawal  fee 


UNBEATABLE  COSTS... 

At  Just  0.4%  p.a.,  you  won't  find  a  better 
value  FWE  All-Share  Index-Tracking  PEP 
anywhere  else.  And  there  are  still  no 
inilia]  d  urges  or  withdrawal  fees  to  pay. 

To  (bid  nut  more  about  the  UK's 
best  value  FTSE  Ad-Share  Index-Tracking 
PEP,  oil  now,  or  return  the  coupon 
apposite.  Alternatively,  you  can  contact 
us  at  h«rp://www,  Icgai-and-general.eo.uk 
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/A  VESTM  EXT  PERFORM  A  A  CE 
SEXCE  IAU.XCH' 
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Legal  &  General 


abate*  fenovru 


0.50%  30.38 % 


j  Virgin 

j  1.00%  j 30.03% 

j  Kleinwort  Benson 

j  0)0%  j  29.56%  A 

i  Gartnmre  ./ 

i  oo%  j  29.32%  mk 

t  Average  UK  Income  j 
&  Growth  Trust .  / 

“  /  20.51%  mf 

The  FTSE  All-Share 
Index-Tracking  PEP 
that  performs  the  best 

(also  costs  the  least) 
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Find  out  more  now- Phone  free  0500 11  6622 
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Sell-out  of  the  Centuiy  pensioners 


The  ghastly  ghost  of  Robert 
Maxwell, .  a  spectre  beyond 
even  the  imagining  of  Edgar 
^len  Poe,  is  slowly  being  banished 
from  the  consciousness  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  II  million  company  pension 
scheme  members. 

The  latest  step  towards  this  exor¬ 
cism  was  taken  this  week  with  the 
implementation  of  sections  of  the 
Pensions  Act  that  make  the  plunder 
of  funds  harder  to  commit  and  easier 
to  detect  and  punish  (see  page  38). 
The  Occupational  Pensions  Regula¬ 
tory  Authority  (OPRA).  the  new 
pensions  watchdog,  now  presides 
over  the  200.000  company  schemes 
that  hold  £600  billion  of  our  savings. 

Unfortunately,  OPRA’s  consider 
able  powers,  which  extend  to  ensur¬ 
ing  that  scheme  administration  is 
correctly  carried  out.  only  came  into 
effect  six  days  ago.  As  a  result,  it 
cannot  help  die  80,000  hapless  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  scores  of  small  company 
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schemes,  controlled  by  Centuiy  Life, 
the  insurer.  Their  numbers  include 
the  staff  at  Citizen’s  Advice  Bureaux 
who  arc  more  accustomed  to  counsel¬ 
ling  others  on  their  fin  and  a]  prob¬ 
lems.  All  are  victims  not  of  theft,  but 
of  die  sundry  ills  that  have  dogged 
both  company  and  personal  pensions 
in  the  past  decade  induding  overea- 
ger  salesmen. 

Their  troubles  began  five  years  ago 
when  their  schemes  were  transferred 
from  Crown  Financial  Management 

which  had  made  a  speciality  of 


selling  pension  funds  to  small  busi¬ 
nesses  through  its  salesmen  and 
financial  advisers.  At  the  time;  Centu¬ 
ry  saw  taking  over  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  such  schemes  as  a  marvellous 
money-making  opportunity. 

The  principal  problem  for  the 
scheme  members  has  been  the  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  information  about 
their  pensions,  the  kind  of  informa¬ 
tion  that  OPRA  will  ensure  is  provid¬ 
ed  regularly  to  all  employees.  Some 
members  are  close  to  retirement  and 
are  anxious  to  know  the  size  of  their 


income  in  old  age.  In  its  defence, 
Centuiy  has  argued  that  the  paper¬ 
work  for  many  of  the  Crown  schemes 
was  woefully  inadequate.  Hie  fat 
commissions  paid  by  Crown  to  its 
middlemen  out  of  contributions 
mean  that  a  few  schemes  cannot  meet 
their  liabilities.  Some  firms  have 
gone  out  of  business  and  some 
trustees  could  not  be  located. 

However,  the  Pensions  Om¬ 
budsman's  Office,  which 
handles  disputes  between 
schemes  and  individuals,  has 
brought  considerable  pressure  to 
bear  on  Century  to  sort  out  the  mess. 
Some  progress  has  been  made  but 
the  delay  is  now  intolerable.  The 
Department  of  Trade  and  Industry, 
which  has  responsibility  for  insur¬ 
ance  companies,  should  interest  itself 
actively  in  this  affair,  making  it 
impossible  for  Centuiy  to  substitute 
apologies  for  action  any  longer. 


Jenny  Grove  reports  on  hardship  under  the  'third  rate*  rule 

Cruel  trap  for  war  widows 


March  31,  1973  is  a 
significant  date  for 
members  of  the 
Armed  Forces  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  It  marks  a  change  in  the 
Armed  Forces  Pension 
Scheme  which  allowed  a  ser¬ 
viceman’s  widow  one  half  of 
her  husband's  military  pen¬ 
sion,  up  from  one  third. 

There  was  only  one  snag. 
Widows  of  those  who  had 
completed  their  military  ser¬ 
vice  before  March  1973  were 
excluded  from  the  legislative 
largesse  —  their  pensions 
remained  at  the  old  rate.  The 
result  was  to  draw  a  cruel 
dividing  line  between  older 
widows,  some  of  whom  now 


face  hardship,  and  younger 
ones.  Members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  still  serving  in  March 
1973  were  given  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  buy  in  a  half-rate 
widows'  pension.  Those  who 
had  already  retired  had  no 
such  chance.  Today  about 
52,000  elderly  widens  still 
receive  "third!  rate”  pensions. 

A  study  of  14  comparable 
Allied  schemes  by  the  Offi¬ 
cers*  Pensions  Society,  headed 
by  Major  General  Peter  Bon¬ 
net  reveals  that  no  other 
country  pays,  such  poor  pen¬ 
sions  to  military  widows. 
“Their  husbands  invariably 
fought  through  the  Second 
World  War.  At  the  very  least 


these  ladies  deserve  a  fair 
pension.*  he  said 

Last  year  Nicholas  Soames, 
as  Minister  for  the  Armed 
Forces,  said  that  improving 
“third  rate”  widows’  pensions 
by  raising  the  rate  from  one 
third  to  one  half  would  cost 
about  £29  miUion.a  year. 

One  widow  receiving  only 
one  third  of  her  husband's 
pension  is  Mrs  May  Harbin. 
84.  Her  husband.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Henry  Harbin, 
whom  she  married  in  1936, 
was  parachuted  into  Norman¬ 
dy  on  D-Day  where  he  was 
wounded  twice.  He  retired 
from  the  Army  in  1965  and 
died  21  years  later.  Mrs  Har¬ 


bin  said  if  was  “utterly  wrong" 
that  widows  in  her  position 
should  be  penalised  because 
their  husbands  had  left  the 
forces  before  March  1973. 
“My  husband  spent  41  years 
in  the  Army.  It’s  not  much  of  a 
reward  for  long  service,  is  it? 
It's  quite  hard  to  manage  on 
my  income.  1  just  have  to  be 
frugal,”  she  said. 

Coronation  Street  recently 
highlighted  another  quirk  In 
military  pensions  when  it 
featured  a  war  widow  who  fell 
in  love.  In  the  television 
series.  Clare  Palmer  forfeited 
her  war  widows’  pension 
when  she  decided  to  live  with 
Des  Barnes.  Having  opted  for 


romance  rather  than  income, 
Clare  lost  both  when  the 
relationship  foundered.  A  war 
widow  loses  her  DSS  and 
Forces  Family  pensions  if  she 
remarries  or  lives  with  a  man 
as  husband  and  wife. 

It  may  be  some  consolation 
for  real-life  Clare  Palmers  that 
should  such  relationships 
break  down,  their  war  widows’ 
pension  will  now  be  restored 
automatically  after  a  rule 
change  this  month.  Even  so, 
many  war  widows  are  unwill¬ 
ing  to  consider  remarriage  for 
fear  of  jeopardising  their  fi¬ 
nancial  security.  Pension  rules, 
they  daim.  consign  them  to 
permanent  widowhood. 


Wrong 
side  of 
the  date 

Kate  Bartholomew.  75, 
gets  no  military  pot- 
sion,  because  she  married 
Major  John  Bartholomew 
in  1974,  after  be  had  left  the 
Army.  His  wartime  career 
included  minelaying  on  the 
Norfolk  coastline,  bomb  dis¬ 
posal  work  and  a  rescue 
attempt  at  Great  Yarmouth 
across  a  mined  beach,  for 
which  he  was  awarded  the 
George  MedaL  His  first  wife 
died  in  1973  and  he  retired 
from  die  Army  that  year. 
Since  his  death.  20  years  on, 
Mrs  Bartholomew  has  re¬ 
ceived  no  military  pension. 

Until  April  6,  1978.  the 
Armed  Forces  Pension 
Scheme  did  not  pay  pen¬ 
sions  to  widows  who  mar¬ 
ried  after  their  husbands 
had  retired.  The  rules  were 
changed  on  that  date  to 
enable  such  widows  to  get  a 
pension,  but  only  if  their 
husbands  served  in  the 
Forces  after  April  1978. 


Switch  your  buildings  insurance  from  your  mortgage 
lender  to  Prudencial  and  we’ll  give  you  £25  off  your  first 
year’s  buildings  premium. 

"  What’s  more,  if  you  cake  out  combined  buildings  and 
contents  insurance,  you’ll  receive  a  15%  discount  off  your 
concents  premium. 

And  if  you’re  aged  45  or  over,  then  there’s  up  to  20%  off 
your  buildings  and  conrenrs  premiums. 

In  fact,  the  average  saving  for  customers  who 
switch  to  Prudential  is  £100.  Wirh  savings  like 
these,  it’s  no  wonder  rhat  over  90%  of 
our  customers  renewed  their  policies  with 
us  last  year. 

For  a  free  quote  and  a  free  home  security  video  ring 

w  0800  300  300 
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It  costs  you  less  than  a  Second  Class  stamp  to 
Invest  the  minimum  monthly  sum  of  £25  into  the 


£1,000  invested  in  January  1977. 


Foreign  &  Colonial 
Investment 

Trust  FlC 

Higher  Rate 
Building  Society 
Account 

1977 

£1,000 

£1,000 

1982 

£2213 

£1,5S3 

1987 

£8.795 

£2353 

1992 

£14,927 

£3,681 

1997 

£28354 

£4382 

Foreign  a  Colonial  Private  Investor  Man.  With 
Its  combination  of  performance,  choice  and 
low  cosh;  it  offers  better  value  than  any 
other  savings  and  investment  plans  available. 
You  can  choose  from  our  wide  range  of 
investment  trusts,  changing  the  frequency 
and  the  amount  you  invest  without  penalty. 
While  the  real  value  of  money  has  decreased 
by  over  a  third,  £1,000  Invested  in  Foreign  & 
Colonial  Investment  Trust  ten  years  ago 
would  have  tripled.  Why  not  find  out  more? 

Phone  01734  828  802  or  Fax  01734  344  622 

any  time  quoting  the  coupon  code,  or  return 
the  coupon. 


Fore  ign  Colonial 


To:  Foreign  8  Colonial  Management  Ltd,  PO  Sox  2. 
Twyford.  Berkshire  RG10  9NW. 

flame  _ _ _ _ 

Address  _ 


Town 


County 


Postcode 


Code  P12497T 


The  value  of  share  and  the  Income  from  them  can  faB  as  well  as  rise  and  you  may  not  get  bade  the  full  amount 
invested-  Pan  perfotmanoe  is  no  guide  to  the  future.  AB  figures  to  Uanuaiy  souited  MScropal.  Investment  tnat 
figures  basis  imcFmarirec  prices,  net  income  reinvested  rnd  historical  1516  notional  expenses.  {Actual  Plan 
charges:  02U  oommteion  and  0514  Govt  Stamp  Duty).  Bialcfing  Society  figures  basis:  highest  n«  rate  available 
from  Mkrapal  (QSJXXK  Account)  based  on  total  return,  net  income  reinvested.  Foreign  a  Colonial 
Management  Ltd  (regulated  by  IMHO  and  the  Persona)  Investment  Authority)  or  its  subsidiaries  are  the 
Managers  of  the  investment  trusts. 


VOTE 

JUPITER 

FOR  A  PEP 
THAT 

PERFORMS 


JUPITER  INCOME  TRUST 


+  240% 

1st  out  of  77 

over  5  years 

sector  funds 

+  206% 

1st  out  of  1 26 

over  5  years 

sector  funds 

X 


X 


+  211% 

over  5  years 


1st  out  ’of  109 

sector  funds 


X 


Source:  Micropat.  Offer  to  bid,  net  income  reinvested  to  1.4.97. 
Unit  Trust  Sectors:  UK  Equity  Income ;  UK  Equity  Growth;  European. 


As  you  can  see  from  the  figures  opposite  there’s  good 
reason  to  give  Jupiter  your  vote.  The  five  year  record  of 
our  three  largest  fully  PEPable  unit  trusts  puts  the 
opposition  in  the  shade  —  all  three  have  beaten  every 
other  fund  in  their  respective  sectors,  more  than  trebling 
investors’  money  over  the  period. 

So  take  advantage  of  your  PEP  tax  privileges  early 
this  year.  Make  your  mark  in  the  boxes  below,  call  us 
free  or  talk  to  your  financial  adviser. 


J  U  POT  E  R 

v Leaders  in  long-term  performance 


To:  Investor  Support.  Jupiter  Unit  Trust  Managers  Ltd, 

Knightsbridge  House,  197  Knightsbridge,  London  SW7  1RB. 


Print  Name  (Mr/Mrs/  Ms) _ _ — - 

Address - - - - * - ~— 


_ _ .Post  Cods. 


-STKXLM 


Mark  the  box  for  further  information 

TCI 

THE  JUPITER  PEP 

PEP  TRANSFER  SERVICE 

JUPITER  UNIT  TRUSTS 

r 


Juotor  Unit  Dust  Managers  Ltd  Is  regulated  by  IMRO  and  the  ftrreona/  InvaBmwnr  Authority  Member  of  HJTT.  A  scibsfcfery  of  ComnanbarA  AG.  one  of  Garmsny*E  kucSng  tanks. 

You  should  remember  that  the  vaiue  ri  an  .rvestmoni  and  iha  Ir^cwne  fntfn  K  am  go  down  as  wufi  as  up.  it  may  bt>  affected  by  exchange  rate  varfcatans,  and  you  may  not  gat  back  th©  amount  invested-  Curem  tax  levels 
id  refets  ray  change  aid  thar  value  wB  depend  oh  V0**  Individual  cireurnstancas.  fast  performance  fa  not  nacesarty  a  guide  to  future  pertoimonos.  Up  to 10016  of  the  annual  management  faa  is  la  betaken  bom  capiat 
of  Income  Thai  and  tfgh  Income  fimd.  This  may  accord ingfy  restrict  capita)  growth.  Copies  erf  the  hatyearty  and  annuel  reports  may  be  obtained  hum  Jupiter  ttoft  Trust  Managers  Lid,  Kntyfssbridge  House,  197 
Krigfasbridge.  London  SW7  iRa  Scheme  particulars  may  also  be  obtained  from  that  address. 
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Gavin  Lumsden  looks  at  the  tricky  business  of  picking  the  right  emerging  markets  for  your  portfolio 

Egypt  is  back  on  the  investment  map 

A-  U8UMAX 


Egypt  has  re-entered  the 
public  consciousness 
after  the  Oscar-win- 
oing  exploits  of  The  English 
Patient.  However,  watching 
the  film,  where  a  passionate 
love  affair  between  two  people 
is  kindled  against  the  back¬ 
drop  of  Cairo's  famous  bazaar, 
you’d  have  no  idea  that  the 
country  actually  had  the 
world's  fifth-largest  stock  ex¬ 
change  at  the  start  of  the 
Second  World  War  in  1939. 

That  Cairo  hardly  springs  to 
mind  when  compiling  a  list  of 
stock  exchanges  is  largely 
down  to  President  Nasser, 
who  nationalised  the  largest 
companies  in  die  1960s.  Hus  is 
beginning  to  change.  Last 
May  the  Government  began  a 
privatisation  programme  with 
91  state  companies  going 
under  the  hammer  this  year. 

Economic  reforms  are 
putting  the  country  back  on  the 
investment  map.  joining  die 
ranks  of  nearby  Israel.  Jordan 
and  Morocco,  as  well  as  the 
diverse  countries  of  Latin 
America,  the  Far  East  and 
eastern  and  central  Europe, 
which  all  come  under  the 
banner  of  emerging  markets. 

These  regions  are  now  the 
undoubted  powerhouses  of  the 
global  economy,  putting  the 
more  developed  US  and  Euro¬ 
pean  markets  in  the  shade. 
According  to  the  Union  Bank  of 
Switzerland,  the  developing 
economies  produce  half  of  glob¬ 
al  GDP.  a  proportion  which  is 
forecast  to  grow  to  two  thirds 
by  the  year  2020.  Attracted  by 
this  “growth  differentia]''  it  is 
not  surprising  to  learn  that 
investors  have  ploughed  more 
than  $230  billion  into  stocks 
and  shares  in  emerging  mar¬ 
kets  since  the  1980s. 

Despite  the  strength  of  die 
long-term  trends,  investors 
have  not  had  an  easy  time  in 
emerging  markets.  The  Mexi¬ 


Bargain  hunters;  Kristin  Scott  Thomas  and  Ralph  Fiennes  in  The  English  Patient  visit  the  bazaar  in  Cairo,  site  of  what  used  to  be  the  world’s  fifth-largest  stock  exchange 


can  peso  crisis  in  1994.  in 
particular,  dealt  a  body  blow 
to  the  rest  of  Latin  America 
and  temporarily  dragged 
down  the  other  emerging  mar¬ 
kets  with  it  Overall  returns 
have  sagged  since.  As  UBS 
points  out  emerging  markets 
have  underperformed  every 
other  major  asset  dass  except 


Japan  since  1985.  and  that 
country  has  provided  thor¬ 
oughly  miserable  returns. 

So  how  can  investors  suc¬ 
ceed  in  emerging  markets?  By 
dispelling  the  notion  altogeth¬ 
er,  UBS  suggests.  In  its  latest 
Guide  to  the  Emerging  Mar¬ 
kets,  it  has  analysed  50  econo¬ 
mies  stretching  from  Argen¬ 


tina  to  Croatia,  from  the 
Philippines  to  Ukraine,  and 
found  them  to  be  weakly 
correlated  —  that  is,  their 
behaviour  has  little  to  do  with 
each  other.  Only  in  a  Mexican- 
inspired  meltdown  do  they 
move  together  —  down.  If 
investors  want  to  exploit  their 
potential  for  superior  growth. 


they  should  concentrate  on  a 
few  countries  rather  than 
spreading  themselves  across 
the  whole  lot  This  is  a  “top- 
down-  approach. 

For  instance,  enlivening 
your  portfolio  of  developed 
country'  shares  with  a  10  per 
cent  holding  in  all  emerging 
markets  actually  diminishes 


your  return  and  increases  the 
risk.  IBS  shows.  But  dividing 
that  10  per  cent  between  the 
four  largest  emerging  econo¬ 
mies  of  Brazil,  Malaysia,  Mex¬ 
ico  and  South  Africa  gives  the 
best  returns  and  lowers  risk  as 
welL  However,  many  believe 
Malaysia  and  South  Africa, 
which  are  sophisticated  mar¬ 


kets.  have  outgrown  their  lot 
in  the  emerging  category. 

Ibis  goes  against  the  grain 
of  the  usual  “bottom  up- 
approach  to  emerging  mar¬ 
kets,  which  is  to  focus  on 
particular  stocks.  UBS  says 
that  fund  managers  who  pick 
the  worst  stocks  in  the  best 
markets  will  beat  rivals  who 


choose  the  best  stocks  in  the 
worst  markets,  although  there 
is  not  always  much  in  it 
Last  year  Venezuela  topped 
all  emerging  markets  with  132 
per  cent  growth,  although  its 
10  worst  stocks  managed  only 
33  percent  In  contrast  Korea, 
last  year’s  emerging  dog, 
which  fell  bade  3?  per  cent 
had  ten  stocks  that  grew  a 
creditable  30  per  cent 
Richard  Timberiake.  invest¬ 
ment  director  of  Portfolio 
FUnd  Managers,  which  runsa 
unit  trust  investing  in  emerg¬ 
ing  market  funds,  prefers- to 
steer  a  middle  course  between 
“top  down”  and  “bottom  up* 
styles. 

Mr  Timberiake  said: 
“The  problem  with 
picking  countries  is 
that  it  is  a  lot  more  difficult 
than  picking  companies.  Tim¬ 
ing  is  crucial  for  selecting 
countries  —  there  are  -  ex¬ 
change  rates,  macroeconomic 
factors  and  confidence  to  take 
into  account  It  is  far  easier  to 
be  scientific  when  analysing 
companies.  When  you  do  see  a 
fundamental  negative  shift  in 
countries  you  dont  know 
when  it  will  be  reflected  in  the 
stock  market- 
He  argues  that  the  lack  of 
correlation  between  emerging 
markets  can  help  investors  — 
when  one  country  is  dawn 
another  may  be  up.  Besides,  he 
says,  country  selection  has  only 
had  a  marked  effect  in  the  past 
18  months,  when  “it  was  essen¬ 
tial  to  be  in  Hong  Kong  but  out 
of  Thailand  and  South  Korea, 
which  were  absolute  dogs”. 

Focusing  closely  could  over¬ 
look  growth  opportunities.  Far 
better  to  be  diversified  in 
Argentina.  Brazil.  Chile,  Mexi¬ 
co.  Hong  Kong-China,  South 
Korea.  Taiwan,  Indonesia, 
Malaysia,  the  Czech  Republic 
and  Poland. 


The  UK's  biggest  fond  managers 
are  not  switching  around  their  UK 
holdings  because  of  the  150-point 
fall  in  the  FT-SE  100  index  of  leading 
shares  over  tile  last  month.  The  fall  in 
share  prices,  following  on  from  the 
decline  in  shares  in  the  US,  is  nor  driving 
fund  managers  in  to  more  defensive 
stocks  or  cash.  Neither  are  tiny  making 
significant  portfolio  changes  because  of 
the  almost  certain  arrival  of  a  Labour 
government 

Tire  biggest  effect  of  the  drop  in  the 
index  has  been  on  those  who  left 
purchasing  their  personal  equity  plans 
(Peps)  until  the  last  moment  at  the  end  of 
the  tax  year  on  April  5.  The  managers 
report  that  Pep  sales  were  subdued  until 


Fund  managers  keep  their  cool 


the  dosing  days  of  the  year.  Then  it 
seemed  many  investors  derided  to  buy. 
Some  were'  undeterred  by  the  fell  in  die 
index.  Others  were  encouraged  by  the 
sight  of  tumbling  share  values. 

Gartmore,  for  example,  reported  that  it 
had  experienced  a  slowdown  in  Pep  sales 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  However. 
Lewis  MacNaught,  Gartmore  managing 
director,  said:  “As  we  came  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  lots  more  people  started 
investing.  We  took  £29  million  in  just  a 
few  days.” 


Over  the  fast  month  the  value  of  an 
average  UK  unit  trust  has  fallen  around 
6  per  cent.  Over  the  last  12  months  the 
value  of  an  average  unit  trust  rose  8  per 
cent 

Despite  the  likely  arrival  of  the  first 
Labour  government  for  18  years,  the 
UK’s  big  fund  managers  this  week  said 
they  are  not  planning  to  change  around 
their  UK  holdings  entirely.  None  are 
about  to  move  in  to  cash  and  many  have 
been  -heartened  by  this  week's  pro¬ 
nouncements  from  the  Labour  Party 


about  privatisation.  To  the  surprise  of 
many.  Labour  is  no  longer  opposed,  in 
theory,  to  privatisations  and  believes  that 
some  industries  would  fare  better  in 
private  hands. 

Bridget  Cleverly,  Schroder  director, 
said:  “As  far  as  the  general  election  is 
concerned,  we  are  not  intending  to  make 
many  changes  to  the  portfolios  of  our 
trusts.  A  Labour  win  has  already  been 
priced  in.  to  the  stock  market  We  are 
underweight  in  utilities  companies.  As 
far  as  currency  is  concerned,  sterling 


could  go  higher.  We  have  cut  back  from 
being  overweight  in  general  industrial 
companies  and  have  reduced  our  empha¬ 
sis  on  exporters.  We  prefer  leisure  and 
food  companies.” 

Stephen  Whittaker,  Perpetual'S  head  of 
UK  investment  said:  “The  Labour  win 
has  already  beat  priced  in  to  the  market 
Even  the  windfall  tax  on  the  utilities  has 
already  been  factored  in  to  the  price.” 

Mr  Whittaker  believes  that  despite  the 
almost  certain  rise  in  interest  rates, 
banks  and  financial  companies  will 


produce  good  returns  in  the  post-election 
environment  He  said:  “We  also  favour 
food  retailers  and  pharmaceutical  com¬ 
panies.” 

John  Hatherly,  M&G  head  of  UK 
research,  said:  “We  have  not  increased 
our  5  per  cent  weighting  in  cash  because 
of  the  recent  marker  fells.  We  believe  that 
a  Blair  government  has  already  been 
factored  in  to  the  price. 

“There  is  almost  certainly  going  to  be 
an  interest  rate  rise  after  the  election 
whoever  is  in  power.  Interest  rates  are 
artificially  being  kept  down  until  after 
the  election.  We  expect  rates  to  go  up  by 
up  to  1  per  cent” 

Caroline  Merrell 


KICK  START  YOUR 
PEP  WITH  A  5% 
DISCOUNT 


A  growing  number  of  investors  are  becoming  aware 
of  the  substantial  discounts  that  can  be  achieved  by 
arranging  their  PEPs  through  a  discount  broker, 
rather  than  investing  direct.  Elson  Associates  are  ^ 
now  one  of  the  leading  brokers  in  this  field.  We 
offer  the  very  best  discounts  in  the  UK  on  PEPs 
and  other  investments,  including  unit  trusts  and 
bonds. 

Kick  start  your  PEP  with  a  discount  from  Elson 
Associates  and  save  up  to  £275  in  charges  on  a  / 

£6.000  PEP  (equivalent  to  a  5%  discount.  less  our 
normal  £25  handling  fee).  To  achieve  this,  we  sacrifice 
our  commission  (typically  3%),  and  negotiate  further 

discounts,  where  available,  from  the  PEP  providers.  And  remember,  we’re  independent,  so  we 
offer  a  full  choice  of  PEPs  from  all  the  leading  companies. 

If  your  existing  PEP  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  leaders,  why  not  try  and  make  up  some  lost 
ground  by  switching  to  a  new  PEP,  using  our  favourable  discounted  terms. 

For  further  information,  cut  out  and  return  the  coupon  below  to  Elson  Associates,  FREEPOST  DTI  1 38. 

18  Maxwell  Road,  Welling,  Kent  DA16  1BR  or  alternatively  call  us  free  on 


LSON 


^  0500  691790 


SSOCIATES 


Name .... 
Address. 


Postcode. 


I  am  particularly  interested  in  a . - . (company)  PEP. 

Please  send  me  the  relevant  application  form  together  with  the  discount  information 


rruMm 


...  from  Elsons 


The  value  of  iovesm~<3is  and  any  income  from  them  can  go  down  as  well  as  op  and  you  may  not  get  back  die  afnotmi  invested.  Taxes  re  taring  to  PEPS  nay 
change  if  the  law  dunges-ntf  ttevajue  of  tax  relief  depends  oojhecnrwnnanees  of  toe  imTSK*  W*  mB  aex  he  offering  any  advice  as  to  (be  simabiiity  of  the 
PEPs  marketing.  PEPs  'j*  -,-w  suitable  for  eveiyoofc  If  yoo  have  any  doubt  wbedier  an  mvesnnem  is  supable  for  you.  you  shoaW  obtain  expnr  advice. 


Are  you  too 
busy  earning 
money  to 
make  money? 


If  you’re  working  hard  for  your  money,  you  may  not  have  the  time  -  or 
the  expertise  -  to  ensure  that  you're  making  the  most  of  the  amounts  you  can 
afford  to  save  or  invest. 

As  a  result,  it's  easy  to  miss  out.  You  may  be  missing  opportunities  to 
save  tax.  You  may  have  money  in  accounts  which  offer  uncompetitive 
growth  rates.  Or  equally,  you  may  be  putting  your  money  at  unnecessary  and 
inappropriate  risk. 

When  you've  worked  so  hard  to  earn  it  in  the  first  place,  this  can't  be 
nght.  That's  why.  at  Wesleyan,  we've  introduced  a  service  specifically 
designed  for  busy,  professional  people,  ft*  called  Provision,  and  it  can  give 
you  expert  advice  on  how  you  could  maximise  the  return  on  your  savings. 

In  fact,  its  purpose  is  to  develop  a  valuable  blueprint  for  all  your 
financial  affairs,  recommending  only  the  investment,  life  assurance,  pension 
and  mortgage  products  of  Wesleyan  Financial  Services  Marketing  Group. 

We've  prepared  a  full  information  pack,  without  charge  or  obligation, 
which  spells  out  how  it's  different,  and  why  it's  better. 

For  your  copy,  and  free  Provision  pen,  call  us  now  on  0800  80  60  60 
quoting  ref  or  return  the  coupon  below. 


■- 

■a 


* 


Find  out  how  you  can: 

■  develop  the  most  tax- 
effirient  savings  strategy 

■  make  sure  that  your  savings 
and  investments  are  in  line 
wftfi  your  long-term  goals 

■  strike  the  right  balance 
between  risk  and  potential 
reward 


FREE  INFORMATION  PACK 


Call  Free  on  0800  80  60  60 


open  8am  »  9pm  Mont,,  «,  Thursday,  8am  ,o  5pm  frito,  an„  9am  [0  5pm  ^  and  Sundtt 
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Post  today,  without  a  stamp,  to-  Provision.  Financial  Planning  Service.  ^  ** w  fSton  **  1 

FREEPOST  MID00001,  Narrow  Plain,  Bristol  B52  0AB, 
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Matthew  Wall  on  a  topsy-turvy  week 

Campaigning 
in  wonderland 
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Martin  Bell,  whose  anti-sleaze  candidature  exemplifies  the  bizarre  tone  of  the  election,  with  his  daughter,  Melissa 


Maybe  it  is  the  influence  of  the 
Hale-Bopp  comet  but  this  elec¬ 
tion  campaign  has  an  Alice  in 
Wonderland  feel  about  it  Everything  is 
topsy-turvy. 

We  are  presented  with  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  situation  of  a  Chancellor  and  his 
opposite  number  appearing  to  be  more 
pro-European  than  the  Foreign  Secretary 
and  his  opposite  number,  and  where  a 
former  BBC  war  correspondent  is  stand¬ 
ing  as  an  unlikely  anti-sleaze  candidate 
against  an  MP  mired  in  the  “cash-for- 
questions"  scandal. 

Meanwhile,  the  Institute  of  Fiscal 
Studies  tells  us.  with  a  Carrollian  flair  for 
paradox,  that  although  the  overall  bur¬ 
den  of  taxation  has  gone  up  since  the  last 
election,  the  average  family  is  actually 
better  off  thanks  to  rising  incomes. 

The  Tories  tells  us  Britain  is  booming 
—  last  week’s  record  consumer  credit 
figures  seem  to  bear  this  out  —  and  yet 
this  week's  manufacturing  output  figures 
showing  a  mere  02  per  cent  growth  in 
February,  seem  to  tell  a  different  story. 

This  week's  opinion  polls  are  no  less 
confusing.  A  MORI  poll  for  The  Times 
has  Labour's  lead  over  the  Tories  cut  to  15 
percentage  points,  whereas  a  Gallup  poll 
for  The  Daily  Telegraph  has  Labour  23 
percentage  points  ahead.  The  voters,  it 
seems,  are  just  as  volatile  as  the  markets, 
which  continue  to  behave  erratically. 

The  FT-SE  100  index  edged  slightly 


higher  this  week,  dosing  at  43132  on 
Thursday.  It  fell  to  4270.7  on  Friday, 
down  42.5.  under  the  influence  of  New 
York.  The  Dow  had  recovered  to  finish 
on  Thursday  at  6,540.05.  Its  decline  on 
Friday  was  attributed  to  news  of  robust 
retail  sales  which  had  awaken ened  fears 
of  higher  interest  rates. 

Comparative  figures  from  Data- 
stream/JCV  show  that  in  this  election  the 
market  is  behaving  broadly  as  it  did 
during  the  1992  campaign,  with  share 
prices  falling  and  trading  volumes  de¬ 
pressed  in  the  run-up  to  polling  day.  But 
there  the  similarity  ends. 

In  1992  the  City  feared  a  Labour 
victory  that  was  being  predicted  by 
tbe  polls.  So  when  the  Tories  won  the 
FT-SE  soared  instantly  by  over  150 
points.  This  time,  the  City  is  resigned  to  a 
Labour  victory  in  the  knowledge  that 
Tony  Blair’s  party  is  a  far  cry  from  Neil 
Kinnock’s.  The  market  volatility  in  this 
campaign  has  more  to  do  with  Wail 
Street 

This  week  saw  the  Labour  Party, 
supposedly  more  pro-Europe  than  the 
Tories,  appearing  —  should  it  win  power 
—  to  rule  out  joining  a  European  single 
currency  in  the  lifetime  of  the  next 
Parliament  Tbe  City  had  welcomed 
Labour's  apparently  pro-European 
stance  since  it  sees  die  European  conver¬ 
gence  criteria  of  low  inflation  and  low 


interest  rates  as  prerequisites  for  strong 
domestic  economic  growth.  Labour,  it  is 
believed,  would  be  good  for  the  UK  bond 
markets.  But  this  week's  more  sceptical 
i  noises  have  muddied  the  waters. 

Gilt-edged  prices  have  fallen  by  nearly 
'  10  per  cent  since  February  18,  with  yields 
on  ten-year  gilts  rising  from  a  low  of  7.09 
per  cent  to  7j63  per  cent  now. 

Although  this  seems  to  indicate  re¬ 
newed  City  fears  of  rising  inflation  under 
a  Labour  government.  Mark  Capleton, 
international  bond  strategist  at  BZW,  the 
merchant  bank,  said:  “The  downward 
move  in  gilt  prices  is  largely  due  to  the 
US  Treasury  market  where  yields  on  ten- 
year  Treasuries  have  risen  from  62S  per 
cent  to  6.91  per  cent." 

He  added:  “  We  have  had  a  series  of 
robust  US  economic  data  since  February 
and  this  tipped  the  balance  towards 
interest  rate  rises  by  the  US  Federal 
Reserve.  Its  025  per  cent  rate  increase  is 
certain  to  be  followed  by  others  and  this 
is  making  the  bond  and  equity  markets 
jittery.*’ 

As  inflation  is  the  bond  market's 
mortal  enemy,  you  would  have  thought 
that  increasing  interest  rates  to  tackle 
inflation  would  be  welcomed.  But  as 
short-term  interest  rates  rise;  so  does  the 
cost  of  borrowing  for  companies  and 
their  customers.  Profits  are  pul  under 
pressure  and  this  affects  the  sentiment  on 
Wall  Street 
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\bung  Ridgway  &  Associates  Limited  are 
specialists  in  providing  advice  and  guidance 
for  people  who  wish  to  make  the  most  from 
their  retirement. 

We  provide  completely  independent  advice 
as  to  how  you  can  achieve  the 

MAXIMUM  INCOME 
&  CAPITAL  GROWTH 

from  your  investments  necessary  to  maintain 
your  standard  of  living  and  to  protect  your 
capital. 

Young  Ridgway  &  Associates  Ltd  are 
regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority 
and  are  authorised  to  provide  you  with  all  the 
information  you  need.  If  you  are  approaching 
retirement  you  should  find  the  time  to  complete 
and  return  this  coupon  -  no  stamp  required  -  and 
we  will  send  you  a  free  copy  of  our  ‘Retirement 
Planning  Guide1  which  will  give  you  the 
information  you  need  to  know. 

Young  Ridgway 
&  Associates  Ltd 

Independent  Financial  Advice 

FREEPOST  - 10  BoirJli  Yard,  Famham.  Surrey  GUP  7BR. 

Telephone  01252  727122 
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Regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authorin’ 


This  issue  of  the  Mercury  Investor's  Guide 
tells  you  just  how  well  Mercury  PEPs  have 
performed.  You'll  also  find: 

•  A  special  2%  PEP 
discount  offer. 


PEP 

YOUR 

WINDFALL 

SHARES 


For  outstanding  PEP 
performance 
take  a  leaf 
out  of  our 
free  book 


0800  0800  II  or  complete  the  details  below. 

Freephone  0800 080011 

To:  Brochure  Requests.  Mercury  Investment  Services  Ltd. 
FREEPOST  KE4930,  London  EC 48  4DQ.  Please  send  me  my  FREE 
copy  of  the  Mercury  Investor’s  Guide: 

KefcTWGP  I  S/97 

Surname 


•  Articles  by  leading 
financial  writers. 

•  Mercury's  views  on 
world  stockmarkets. 


First  name 


Title 


Address 


We’ll  also  tell  you  about  a  cost-effective 
way  to  shelter  your  windfall  shares  from 
tax  and  how  Mercury  can  make  your  money 
work  even  harder  for  you. 


Postcode 


MERCURY 

A  S  S  E  T  M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T 


For  your  free  copy  call  us  now  on  Freephone  BRITAIN'S  LEADING  INVESTMENT  HOUSE 


■  2%  dscouit  on  the  buying  price  of  units  in  selected  Funds  on  investments  ot  £1 ,000  or  mom  in  the  Mercury  1997/8  PEP.  ■  The  Mercury  PEPs  am  managed  by  Mercury 
Asset  Management  pfc,  wWcha  regulated  by  iMRO-BThb  advertisement  Is  issued  by  Merctey  Investment  Services  Ud.  33  King  WiBam  Sheet.  London  EC4F)  9AS.  which  is 
regulated  by  the  Persona!  Investment  Authority  and  represents  onty  the  Mercury  Marketing  Group  and  Its  packaged  products  which  include  unit  trusts.  PEPs  and  pensions. 

■  Remember  that  the  value  ot  investments  and  the  income  from  them  may  fal  as  wel  as  rise  and  you  may  not  gel  back  the  amount  you  invest.  ■  Past  periotmanca  Is  not 
neoassarfy  a  guide  to  the  future.  ■  The  tax  treatment  of  PEPs  may  be  changed  by  future  legislation,  m  Par  your  protection,  tetepbone  cans  are  usually  recorded. 
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TAKE  LESS. 


Before  most  unit  trust  PEPs  even  try  to  make  you  money,  they  take  some  away. 
In  initial  charges,  PEP  plan  charges  and  bid/offer  spreads. 

Not  so  our  High  Income  PEP,  Where  I00°o  of  your  investment  actually  -sets  invested. 
And  we  charge  a  highly  competitive  annua!  fee  of  just  0.75%. 

Bottom  line:  why  pay  up  to  o'-'.r,  in  charges  when  you  could  earn  more  than  that  with 
us?  For  a  brochure,  call  us  free,  Sam  to  9pm,  seven  days  a  week. 
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Karen  Zagor  reports  on  some  confusion  over  the  Bristol  &  West  acquisition  news  for 

A  n ♦•ifi r  bonUS'hUfltillg 


A  shared  preference  for  clarity 


ANGUA  PRESS 


As  members  of  the  Bris¬ 
tol  &  West  prepare  for 
Tuesday’s  vote  an  the 
society's  planned  acquisition 
by  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  some 
may  find  themselves  per¬ 
plexed  by  what  they  are  being 
offered  —  like  David  and 
Margaret  Crerar. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  deal 
eligible  two-year  investing 
Bristol  &  West  members  who 
had  £100  in  their  accounts  on 
the  requisite  dates  will  receive 
a  cash  bonus  of  more  than 
£1,100.  Savers  who  did  not 
meet  the  £100  requirement  but 
who  topped  up  their  accounts 
in  tune,  will  get  £250  in  cash. 
Borrowers,  and  those  savers 
who  do  not  qualify  for  a  cash 
bonus,  will  get  at  least  250  in 
preference  shares.  The  prefer¬ 
ence  shares  are  expected  to.be 
valued  at  £J  a  share,  and  wiU 
cany  a  dividend. 

If  the  takeover  goes  ahead, 
Bristol  &  West  will  become 
Bristol  &  West  pic,  which  will 
*be  wholly-owned  by  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  and  listed  on  the 
London  Stock  Exchange.  This 
has  led  to  Mr  Crerar’5  ques¬ 
tion:  “If  the  new  company  is  to 
be  a  wholly-owned  subsidiary 
how  can  they  issue  shares  in 
the  new  company  to  current 
shareholders?  Surely,  Bristol 
&  West  ceases  to  be  wholly- 
owned  in  that  case.” 

Mr  Crerar  has  written  twice 
to  the  society  without  receiving 
a  satisfactory  response.  The 


Undecided:  Margaret  and  David  Crerar.  who  have  been  seeking  clarification  on  the  Bristol  &  West  shares  offer 
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answer,  however,  is  simple 
and  has  more  to  do  with  the 
nature  of  preference  shares 
than  the  structure  of  the  deal. 
Preference  shares  fall  some¬ 
where  between  ordinary 
shares  and  corporate  bonds  or 
debt.  Ordinary  shares  are  a 
share  in  the  ownership  of  the 
company.  Anyone  who  has 
more  than  50  per  cent  of  the 
outstanding  ordinary  shares 
in  a  company  becomes  a 
majority  shareholder  with 
controlling  rights. 

Preference  shares  confer  no 
such  ownership  rights  but  pay 
a  guaranteed  dividend  which 
is  not  linked  to  profitability 
and.  in  the  event  of  a  company 
failure,  preference  sharehold¬ 
ers  are  paid  out  first. 

Members  who  have  not 
already  sent  in  their  completed 
voting  forms  can  vote  in 
person  at  the  special  general 
meeting  April  15.  Bristol  & 
West  needs  the  support  of  at 
least  halF  of  its  eligible  mem¬ 
bers,  of  wham  at  least  75  per 
cent  must  approve  the  deal. 


small  investors 


In  a  week  when  the 
Bristol  &  West  and 
Northern  Rock  are 
both  holding  special  meet¬ 
ings  —  the  former  to  vote  on 
merger,  the  latter  to  vote  on 
plans  to  convert  to  a  listed 
company  —  bonus-hunters 
may  be  looking  for  a  new 
home  for  their  money  in  the 
hope  of  receiving  another 
building  society  windfall 
(Karen  Zagor  writes). 

Alastair  McArthur,  an  18- 
year-oid  student  currently 
has  £1,500  in  a  National 
Savings  Investment  ac¬ 
count  and  wants  to  know 
which  societies  may  float  in 
the  next  year  or  so. 

The  bad  news  for  Mr 
McArthur  and  other  wind¬ 
fall  hunters  is  that  the 
stampede  to  merge  or  con¬ 
vert  has  probably  ‘ended. 
Furthermore,  in  an  attempt 
to  deter  bounty-hunters, 
many  societies  have  raised 
the  lower  limits  for  ac¬ 
counts  that  confer  member¬ 
ship  status.  And  societies 
are  not  necessarily  offering 
the  best  rates  on  the  market 
A  National  Savings  In¬ 
vestment  account  will  cur¬ 
rently  pay  5,25  per  cent 
gross  on  amounts  between 
£500  and  £25.000.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  research  by  Money- 
Facts.  Mr  McArthur  would 
have  to  go  to  Salisbury's 
Bank,  which  is  paying  5.75 
per  cent  on  any  amount 


over  £1,  to  beat  that  rate. 
For  Mr  McArthur,  and 
other  non-taxpayers,  one 
advantage  of  remaining 
with  National  Savings  is 
that  the  interest  .is  paid 
grass.  With  bankand  build¬ 
ing  society  savings  ac¬ 
counts,  20  per  cent  tax  is 
taken  at  source  unless,  the 
saver  fills  out  a  form  to 
receive  the  income  gross. 

If  Mr  McArthur  wants  to 
gamble  and  accept  a  lower 
rate  in  the  short  term  in  the 
hopes  of  long-term  profit¬ 
ability.  he  could  shop 
around  for  the  best  deals 
from  one  of  the  remaining 
societies.  Although  their 
rates  may  not'  match  Sains- 
buiy’s,  which  is  new  to  the 
savings  scene  and  trying  to 
build  a  customer  base, 
there  are  some  reasonable 
rates  on  offer. 

Building  society  rates 
started  to  improve  last  year, 
when  the  societies  realised 
the  needed  to  give  members 
evidence  of  the  benefits  of 
mutuality.  Bradford  & 
Bingley.  for  example,  now 
offers  savings  rates  on  aver¬ 
age.  0.5  percentage  points 
higher  than  its  competitors. 
On  £1.500,  a  B&B  instant- 
access  account  will  pay  3.1 
per  cent  a  one-year  bond 
535  per  cent,  an  instant- 
access  postal  account  421 
per  cent  and  a  30-day  notice 
postal  account  5.1  per  cent 
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Ca,!  for  further  details 


Save  for  just  16  months 
Save  from  £5,000  to  £5,000,000 

Guaranteed  7%  gross  p.a.  for  £15,000 
and  more  (6.78%  gross  p.a.  for  monthly 
interest  option) 

Guaranteed  6.5%  gross  p a.  for  £5,000  - 
£14,999  (6l31%  gross  p^L  for  monthly 
interest  option) 

limited  issue  -  apply  today 


0800  000  222 
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1  endow  a  cheque  for  £ - lo  open  a  Food  Rate 

Savings  Bond  (issue  3)  (minimum  £5,000)  made  payable  to 
Prudential  Banking  pic  Q 

(Ytour  vwkamt  pack  writ  be  *»nt  to*ou  M  toon  m  w*  rtceto  jw  din**) 

I  require  my  interest  monthly  D 

Please  send  me  derate  of  your  fixed  Rate  Savings  _ 

Bond  (Issue  3)  □  , 

Please  arrange  for  a  Prudential  representative  to 
contact  me  D 


Tide  (Mr/Mrs/Mds/Mj). 
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THEMANFROM  THEPRU. 


Day time  telephone  rcoiv*  rrv  code). 

Date  of  birth _ 

Mother*!  maiden  name _ 

(to  oparate  »cui  account! 

I  am  aver  16  and  a  UK  resident 


Rom  time  to  time  Prudential  may  contact  you  vwth  Bdormation  which 
•'*  may  be  Qfintenst.K  you  wquM  prefer  not  to  receive  thkWormatwt, 
*.  “  please  tide  the  bo*  G 

I  Once  compile,  please  place  the  coupon  in  vi  envelope  together  with 
your  cheque  and  post «  ftudentH  Banking  pic  HtttPOS  I  LOneooa 
|  BrierivyHffl.  PuJtyOVS  it  Wosampieqrtred. 
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The  Bond  is  a  strictly  limited  issue  and  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  without  notice.  Rates  correct  as  at  26.337.  No  additional  deposits  during  tire  Bfcttoe  of  the  Bond, 
no  withdrawals  or  dosute  permitted  during  the  term  of  the  Bond,  interest  will  be  paid  net  of  income  tMx.  presently  20%  (which  may  be  rectalmed  by  non-taxpayers), 
or  subject  to  the  required  registration  grots.  Tax  legislation  is  subject  to  change.  Opening  a  Bond  is  subject  to  status  and  identification  is  required  Term  -  16  months 
from  date  opened.  Interest  is  paid  to  day  prior  to  maturity.  Full  terms  and  conditions  issued  on  request  and  on  opening  the  Bond.  Telephone  calls  may  be  monitored 
or  recorded.  Prudential  Banking  pic  is  registered  in  England  and  Wales.  Registered  Office:  1*2  Hofbom  Bars.  London  ECU*  2NH.  Registered  Number  2999642. 


Drought 
cover 
fears  hit 
home  sales 

Home  buyers  whose 
new  property  has  a 
history  of  subsidence 
from  the  past  two  years  of  dry 
summers,  are  being  left  high 
and  dry  by  insurers  who  have 
previously  covered  the  proper¬ 
ty  but  who  are  refusing  to 
continue  once  die  new  owner 
takes  possession.  Sales  are 
collapsing  because  buyers 
cannot  find  cover  elsewhere. 

Such  refusals  fly  in  the  face 
of  an  insurance  industry  con¬ 
vention  that  the  existing  insur¬ 
er  continues  to  offer  cover  on 
properties  which  have  been 
underpinned  or  have  other 
problems.  This  is  meant  to 
protect  homeowners  who 
would  otherwise  face  rejection 
from  other  insurers  and  be 
unable  to  buy  because  lenders 
insist  on  buildings  insurance. 

Robert  Hooker,  of  the  Subsi¬ 
dence  Claims  Advisory  Bu¬ 
reau,  which  advises  on  subsid¬ 
ence  claims,  said  the  bureau 
was  being  approached  by 
morebuyers  as  the  property 
market  continues  to  pick  up. 
He  said:  “We  have  a  lot  of 
desperate  callers  who  want  to 
exchange  but  cannot  get  insur¬ 
ance.  Companies  will  meet 


claims  and  pay  for  repairs  but 
won’t  accept  new  business 
when  there  is  a  new  owner.” 
Mr  Hooker,  added  many  ins¬ 
urers  are  guilty  of  refusing  to 
continue  cover.  “It  is  a  form  of 
risk  management.” 

The  problem  is  particularly 
acute  in  London  and  the  South 
East,  which  is  among  the  mast 
subsidence-prone  areas  in  the 
country  and  which  is  also 
experiencing  the  most  buoyant 
property  markets. 

The  Association  of  British 
Insurers  (ABI)  said  there  was 
nothing  to  compel  its  mem¬ 


bers  to  continue  offering  cover. 
Buyers  could  usually  find 
insurance  elsewhere,  although 
they  might  have  to  pay  higher 
premiums  for  it,  said  the  ABI. 

Insurers  contacted  by  The 
Times  deny  that  they  refuse 
cover  to  new  owners  of  subsi¬ 
dence-affected  properties.  But 
David  Neave,  household  busi¬ 
ness  manager  at  Royal  Sun 
Alliance  said:  “Normally  buy¬ 
ers  would  arrange  a  policy 
through  a  lender.  We  would 
prefer  to  see  the  new  lender 
take  on  the  risk.  But  if  we  have 
paid  for  a  property  to  be 


underpinned,  we  cannot  be 
seen  to  wash  our  hands  of  it” 
Norwich  Union  said:  “If 
weVe  repaired  the  house  we  Ye 
happy  to  continue  covering  it 
Otherwise  foe  customer  would 
be  left  in  foe  lunch”.  One  buyer 
of  a  house  whose  survey  had 
uncovered  cracks  had  drawn  a 
blank  on  insurance  cover  ev¬ 
erywhere  until  he  approached. 
Norwich  Union  which  already 
insured  the  property  and 
agreed  to  continue,  it  said. 

Sara  McConnell 
and  Nathan  Yates 


Predators  already  on  the  trail  of  NU 


In  less  than  a  week.  Nor¬ 
wich  Union's  2.9  million 
eligible  members  will 
have  voted  on  the  mutual^ 
plans  to  become  a  quoted 
company  worth  between  £3 
billion  and  £4  billion,  depend¬ 
ing  on  market  conditions. 

Most  will  have  cast  their 
vote  by  post  but  up  to  one 
thousand  are  expected  to  turn 
up  at  the  London  Arena  next 
Friday  to  vote  in  person. 

When  NU  comes  to  foe 
slock  market  this  summer 
policyholders  will  each  enjoy 
an  average  £500  windfall,  but 
there  are  many  City  observers 
who  are  sceptical  about  the 
mutual  life  insurer's  ability  to 
remain  independently  quoted. 

Some  even  predict  NU  will 
be  taken  over  before  it  gets  to 
market  This  could  mean  even 
bigger  payouts  for  qualifying 
policyholders  because  the 


predator  would  need  to  offer 
them  an  attractive  alternative. 

As  foe  UK’s  second-largest 
mutual  insurance  company 
after  Standard  Life,  with  E40 
billion  in  funds  under  man¬ 
agement  and  £4.7  billion  of 
worldwide  gross  premium  in 
1995,  NU  would  be  a  good 
long-term  investment  for 
many  predators. 

Its  flotation  price  will  give  it 
a  value  similar  to  Legal  & 
General,  but  smaller  than 
Prudential  or  Commercial 
Union. 

There  are  plenty  of  com¬ 
panies,  including  a  number  of 
continental  insurers,  which 
have  the  size  and  the  cash 
available  to  buy  it,  but  they 
will  probably  have  to  pay  up 
to  £5  billion  for  it. 

Meanwhile,  speculators  are 
now  looking  at  the  future  of 
NP1,  the  mutual  pension  pro¬ 


vider  which  this  week  an¬ 
nounced  that  Alastair  Lyons, 
formerly  of  the  Abbey  Nat¬ 
ional.  would  be  joining  it  as 
chief  executive. 

Mr  Lyons  was  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  N&P  when  it  was 
taken  over  by  Abbey  last  year. 


and  his  appointment  has  fu¬ 
elled  speculation  that  NPI, 
whose  performance  has  been 
constrained  recently  by  a  lack 
of  access  to  capital,  may  soon 
succumb  to  a  takeover  bid. 

Marianne  Curphey 


BIGGER  CASH  PAYMENTS 

FOR  ENDOWMENTS! 
CALL  0181  207  1666. 


The  UK’s  biggest  buyer  pays  top  prices  for  polities. 

Your  policy  must  be  at  least  8  years  old  and  OPP 
satisfy  our  selection  criteria. 

FAX:  0181  207  4950  — — 

AE  SECURITISED  ENDOWMENT  CONTRACTS  PLC  IfflO 

MM^  SEC  Houjg_  4  9  Theobald  Si.  Bofehimwrood.  Hem  WD6  4RZ. 


UK  Tracker  PEP 


Call  now  for  tax-free  growth 


No  initial  charge, 
no  exit  charge’ 

Low  annual  charge  of  only  Lo 

High  Qiowth 
potential 


'  Apr  CiV. 


Call  Direct  0800  85  45  81 
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More  than  just  a  bank 


tfrfenwnwh  aback  or  baWwiiBri«iaccoPi*»*ihhbrttafcidB«c^  the  income  fam  ft  a^touOfcip^dMiaondg»  _ _ _ ...  _  -  - 

fan change^ to  wfcfrigfcnctf to QiftfrectfTT^oiiBMjk.Mtftficko«Q»o»gi«t»otei»Bdq»ndOTuo^  .  muuftma A Vfe lUJii.™ J a hUitwi ol 5 gem. The farii MJ bests. (A 

MnfadWfcM*BteBor*tettrttfwB<faUn*rtnrnwi^aifefaWfaDcorriNal^UnitTflfl««ai1«»qCto»ontfmQatoanthete«i»ranc6pCT«fa^  _ _  . 

Unfl  True  itowgwlWrtwNdibito^bq^PtoontilwB^  tot 


V 


F 


7 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  APRIL  12 1997 


WEEKEND  MONEY  37 


Sara  McConnell  on  a  case  of  maladministration 

The  pension  that  shrank 


Is  it  safe  to  assume  that  you 
have  been  given  the  right 
information  from  your 
company  when  you  are  trying 
to  review  your  pension  ar¬ 
rangements?  Not  necessarily. 
But  if  you  have  been  told  the 
wrong  thing  and  believe  you 
have  lost  out  as  a  consequence, 
do*  you  have  any  comeback? 
Unfortunately,  probably  not. 

Alan  Bowen,  a  Weekend 
Money  reader,  is  an  acmunr- 
ant  by  profession  and  likes  to 
review  his  pension  position 
regularly,  generally  when  he 
moves  jobs.  He  relies  on 
information  from  employers 
to  decide  whether  to  leave  his 
pension  invested  or  transfer  it. 
Wrongly,  as  he  discovered. 

“I  worked  for  a  company 
from  April  1985  until  Septem¬ 
ber  1987.  On  leaving  I  received 
a  letter  from  the  company 
telling  me  that  J  had  certain 
options  regarding  my  com¬ 
pany  pension,  (The  options 
were  to  leave  the  pension 
where  it  was.  transfer  it  to  a 
new  employer’s  scheme,  or 
transfer  it  to  a  personal  pen¬ 
sion!.  1  decided  that  in  the 
circumstances  it  was  benefi-  ' 
dal  to  leave  it  with  the 
company  and  my  new  employ¬ 
er  contributed  to  an  executive 
personal  pension  scheme  on 
my  behalf. 

"In  1991  I  changed  jobs 
again  and  asked  for  a  transfer 
value  for  my  frozen  pension 
with  the  first  company.  They 
sent  me  a  transfer  form  show¬ 
ing  a  transfer  value  of  £6,574 
or  an  annual  pension  of 
£5,499.  In  1996.  1  asked  for 
another  transfer  value  because 
I  changed  jobs  again  and  they 
gave  me  a  transfer  value  of 
£4.891,  or  an  annual  pension 
of  £2,059. 

“I  pointed  out  that  over  time 
the  figures  should  increase, 
not  decrease.  They  replied  by 
telling  me  the  1991  figures 
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Miscalculated:  Alan  Bowen’s  transfer  value  fell  in  five  years 


were  a  mistake.  1  had  request¬ 
ed  the  transfer  values  because 
1  felt  if  was  appropriate  to 
review  my  pension.  The  1991 
information  led  me  to  believe 
that  the  current  position  was 
fine,  that  the  funds  were  best 
left  with  the  company  and  I 
did  not  need  to  make  addition¬ 
al  voluntary  contributions 
lAVCs)  to  top  up  my  pension 
and  cover  any  shortfall.  But 
now  I  feel  1  should  have  been 
paying  AVCs  from  early  1991. 


The  company  has 
apologised  and  seems  to  think 
this  is  sufficient.  But  it  cannot 
be  right  that  large  employers 
can  promise  people  one  thing 
and  then  withdraw  it.  The 
company’s  information 
caused  me  to  take  an  inappro¬ 
priate  course  of  action  and  I 
can  never  recover  six  last  years 
of  AVCs.” 

Weekend  Money  replies: 

"The  company  has  admitted  to 


you  that  it  made  an  adminis¬ 
trative  error  when  you  first 
asked  for  a  transfer  value  in 
1989.  The  wrong  (higher)  fig¬ 
ure  was  written  on  the  transfer 
form  and  keyed  into  the  com¬ 
puter.  overriding  and  recalcu¬ 
lating  the  original  benefits. 
Staff  who  calculated  your  val¬ 
ue  at  the  time  had  wrongly 
indexed  it  by  5  per  cent  a  year 
when  there  should  not  have 
been  any  increase  at  all.  Tills 
threw  out  calculations  in  1991 
and  the  mistake  was  not 
discovered  until  you  queried  it 
last  year.  The  company  says  it 
would  have  caught  the  mis- 
takein  1991  if  you  had  actually 
wanted  to  take  the  transfer 
value. 

The  problem  is  that  legal¬ 
ly  you  have  few  grounds 
for  redress.  According 
to  Penny  Green,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Occupational  Pen¬ 
sions  Advisory  Service  (Opas), 
the  charity  which  gives  free 
advice  on  occupational  pen¬ 
sions.  you  have  not  suffered  an 
actual  loss,  only  a  disappoint¬ 
ment  As  your  pension  from 
the  company  will  be  based  on 
your  final  salary  with  the 
company,  you  will  still  get  the 
value  of  your  pension. 

A  transfer  value  is  not  the 
same  as  a  fund  value.  It  is 
simply  the  result  of  an  actuar¬ 
ial  calculation  of  what  cash 
sum.  invested  today,  will  be 


Election  adds  new  dimension 
to  annuity  see-saw  quandary 


The  launch  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  privatisation 
plans  last  month  means 
that  pensions  of  the  future 
have  becomes  political  battle¬ 
ground  in  the  ran-upjp  the. 
general  election.  But  the 
possiblity.  of  a  change  in 
annuity  rates  means  that  May 
1  could  also  have  an  effect  on 
pensions  in  the  shorter  term. 

The  City  is  predicting  that 
interest  rates  could  rise  by  as 
much  as  05  per  cent  after 
polling  day,  and  that  this 
could  mean  an  improvement 
in  annuity  deals.  This  possi¬ 
bility  is  troubling  Walter 
Toubkin,  a  reader  of  Week¬ 
end  Money. 

Mr  Toubkin  holds  a  per¬ 
sonal  pension  plan  which  has 
already  matured,  and  Inland 
Revenue  regulations  mean 


that  he  has  unto  June  to  buy 
his  annuity.  “I’ve  been  told  1 
might  get  a  better  deal  after 
the  election.”  he  said.  "Is  it 
worth  roe  bolding  onT 

Weekend ^ Money  replies, 
Pension  fund  holders  buying 
annuities  in  the  next  few 
months  are  faced  with  the 
classic  problem  of  the  annuity 
see-saw.  Before  the  election 
interest  rates  are  likely  to 
remain  low,  and  the  stock 
market  should  be  relatively 
buoyant,  so  your  pension  fund 
ought  to  be  healthy  and  you 
will  have  plenty  of  annuity 
buying  power.  But  low  interest 
rates  also  mean  that  many 
annuity  deals  are  now  poor. 

After  polling  day.  a  rise  in 
interest  rates  is  likely  whichev¬ 
er  party  wins.  This  could  mean 


:  f  your  ’with  profits'  policy  is  over  5  years  old,  with  a 
-surrender  value  worth  over  £2,000,  call  now  with  your 
policy  details,  or  see  Teletext  pages  541/2. 

01225  466466  P0lfCVCgrIus 
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an  improvement  in  annuity 
rates,  but  it  could  also  result  in 
a  stock  market  foil  and  a 
decrease  in  the  value  of  your 
pension  fund,  which  would 
reduce  the  size  of  annuity  you 
could  buy.  Any  gains  made 
through  obtaining  a  better 
annuity  rate  may  be  offset  by 
this  loss  in  buying  potential. 

The  possible  election  see¬ 
saw  in  which  annuity  rates 
and  the  value  of  pension 
funds  balance  out  each  other 
may  seem  to  offer  a  nowin 
situation.  But,  as  William 
Sallitt  of  the  Annuity  Bureau, 
the  independent  annuity  spe¬ 
cialist.  explained,  there  is  one 
way  you  could  make  the  most 
of  polling  day  changes.  “If 
interest  rales  are  likely  lo  rise 
and  you  are  buying  an  annu¬ 
ity  in  the  near  future,  it  could 
make  sense  to  withdraw  your 
pension  money  and  place  it  in 
a  secure  cash  fund  for  a  few 
months,"  he  said. 

“All  those  with  unit-linked 
policies  are  able  to  do  this, 
and  using  this  method  you 
can  make  sure  you  lose  no 
buying  power  if  the  market 
fells."  he  added.  “If  annuity 
rates  then  rise  you  are  able  to 
take  full  advantage  —  it  is  a 
way  of  exploiting  both  sides  of 
the  annuity  see-saw.” 

But  be  warned  that  annuity 
market  fluctuations  are  noto¬ 
riously  difficult  to  predict  and 
other  factors  beside  interest 
rates  could  affect  the  value  of 
your  pension  fund.  However, 
if  there  is  a  post-election  rise 


of  OS  per  cent  in  interest  rates 
and  all  else  goes  according  to 
plan,  securing  your  capital  in 
a  cash  fund  and  waiting  until 
after  May  !  before  buying 
could  reap  you  more  than  5 
per  cent  a  year  extra  income, 
according  to  some  insurers. 

Annuity  rates  vary  widely 
and  the  wrong  choice  could 
cut  your  annual  income  by 
thousands  of  pounds  for  the 
rest  of  your  life.  The  insurance 
company  that  has  been  run¬ 
ning  your  pension  does  not 
necessarily  offer  the  best  an¬ 
nuity  and  you  have  the  right 
to  take  your  fund  to  another 
insurer  offering  belter  rates. 

Currently  returns  from  the 
companies  listed  by  Annuity 
Bureau  on  an  annuity  of 


Annuity  rates . 
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£75,000  range  from  £6550  per 
year  from  Scottish  Amicable 
to  £8,049  at  Stalwart  Assur¬ 
ance,  and  choosing  the  more 
competitive  option  would 
make  a  difference  of  £14,990 
after  ten  years. 

"Selecting  where  to  buy  your 
annuity  and  timing  your  pur¬ 
chase  can  make  a  large  differ¬ 
ence  to  your  income  levels." 
Mr  Sallitt  said.  “Many  people 
make  careful  derisions  when  it 
comes  to  choosing  a  pension 
plan,  but  the  importance  of 
annuity  choices  is  less  well 
known,  and  it  is  time  that  the 
public  became  more  aware.” 

Nathan  Yates 


enough  to  buy  you  your  pen¬ 
sion  on  retirement.  Transfer 
values  change  depending  on 
factors  like  interest  rates,  infla¬ 
tion  and  the  value  of  the 
underlying  funds. 

Ms  Green  suggests  you 
might  be  able  to  lodge  a  claim 
for  distress  and  inconvenience 


Watch  out  for  PEP  companies  whose  high  charges  could  eat  up  the 
tax  gift  meant  for  you.  Our  charges  are  amongst  the  lowest  you  can  find. 
Call  us  now  for  an  information  pack. 


direct 

0345  95  95  95 


an  grounds  of  maladministra¬ 
tion.  OPAS  is  the  first  port  of 
call  for  such  complaints  about 
occupational  pension 

schemes,  so  contact  it  on  0171- 
233  8080.  If  it  cannot  salve 
your  case,  it  will  pass  it  to  the 
Pensions  Ombudsman. 
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&T  DISCOUNT. 

£•3  The  many  foresighted  investors 
who  put  money  into  the  Woolwich 
UK  Stockmarket  Fund  PEP  at 
launch  in  January  1991  have  seen 
their  money  grow  by  an  average  of 
14%*  every  year. 

120%*  TOTAL  RETURN 
In  other  words,  they  have  more  than  doubled  their  money. 

For  example,  £1,000  invested  at  launch  would  now  be  worth 
£2,207*.  And  because  PEPs  are  completely  tax-free,  they  can  keep 
'  every  penny. 

If  you’d  like  to.  join  them,  well  even  give  you  an  extra  incentive - 
a  special  1%*  discount  on  the  buying  price  until  30th  April.' 

You  can  invest  as  little  as  £25  a  month  or  a  lump  sum  of 
anything  from  £500  up  to  £6,000.  And  you  have  the  reassurance  that 
your  money  is  invested  mainly  in  solid  blue-chip  British  companies 
like  Shell,  Glaxo  Wellcome  and  BT. 

The  friendly  advisers  at  any  Woolwich  branch  will  be  happy  to 
give  you  further  details.  Alternatively,  call  us  today,  free,  for  an 
information  pack  quoting  reference  TSF12/4.  For  your  security, 
telephone  conversations  may  be  recorded. 
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Get  much  more  with  the 

WOOLWICH 

0800  22  22  00 
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THE  VALUE  OF  YOUR  INVESTMENT  AND  INCOME  EARNED  IS  NOT  GUARANTEED  AND  CAN  GO  DOWN 
AS  WELL  AS  UP.  PAST  PERFORMANCE  IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  A  GUIDE  TO  FUTURE  PERFORMANCE. 
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PENSIONS 
MADE  SIMPLE 

24  hours  a  dav .  7  days  a  week . Now  you  can  pick  up  the  phone  and  get 

pensions  information  or  advice  and  even  set  up  a  plan,  quickly  and  without  fuss 


0345  6789  10 

or  talk  to  vour  Indeuendcni  Financial  Adviser 


SCOTTISH  WIDOWS 


For  your  protection,  your 


calls  to  Scottish  Widows  may  he  recorded.  Information  or  advice  will  only  be  provided  on  Scottish  Widows  products.  Issued  by  Scottish  Widows’  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society,  a  mutual  company.  Regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority. 
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Pension  recipe  lands  chef  in  the  soup 
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YOtPU.  GET  INDEPENDENT  AND 
JARG0N-H1S  ADVICE  EVBTT  MONTH 

•  Expert  advice  from  experts  in  bankng, 
investment  arid  pensions  •  Best  buys  - 
that  will  truly  enrich  your  spending 

*  increased  earning  power-  reSabte  tips 

from  blue  chip  companies  to  altBmattve 
investments  •  Frank  information  an  your 
rights  as  a  taxpayer,  investor,  mortgagee 
and  consumer  •  Increased  returns  on  aU 
your  investments  •  Monthly  features  and 
in-depth  investigations  •  A  complete  picture 
of  share  movements  and  house  prices 


Schemes  designed  to 
sidestep  UK  rules  on 
buying  annuities  with 
the  proceeds  of  pension 
funds  are  being  offered  to 
potential  customers  by  a 
Sussex  company.  Knights- 
bridge  International  Tax 
Consultants  claims  custom¬ 
ers  can  receive  90  per  cent  of 
their  pension  fund  tax  free, 
after  setting  up  loan  arrange¬ 
ments  abroad. 

Its  claims  have  emerged 
days  after  the  High  Court 
endorsed  a  Revenue  decision 
to  impose  heavy  penalties  on 
star  chef  Michel  Roux,  of  the 
Waterside  Inn,  who  had 
attempted  to  avoid  having  to 
use  his  hind  to  buy  an  annui¬ 
ty.  Under  UK  pension  rules. 
75  per  cent  of  a  pension  fund 
must  be  used  to  buy  an  annu¬ 
ity.  which  pays  a  taxable  In¬ 
come  for  lift.  Only  2S  per  cent 
can  be  taken  tax  free.  This 
causes  resentment  among 
those  who  feel  annuity  rates 
give  poor  value 
Mr  Roux  had  transferred 
£900,000  from  his  company 


scheme  into  a  new  fund 
offshore.  The  scheme  was 
unapproved,  which  meant  it 
did  not  qualify  for  tax  breaks 
and  would  not  be  bound  by 
Revenue  rules  on  annuities. 
But  the  Revenue  decided  the 
transfer  amounted  to  tax 
avoidance  and  removed  app¬ 
roval  from  the  old  scheme, 
leaving  M  Roux  with  an 
estimated  £400,000  tax  bOL 
But  companies  like 
Knightsbridge  International 
say  they  intend  to  continue 
marketing  annuity  avoid¬ 
ance  schemes  until  there  is  a 
change  in  the  law. 

Knightsbridge  is  a  market¬ 
ing  agent  for  four  advisers 
offering  schemes.  One  in¬ 
volves  setting  up  a  new  plan 
with  the  proceeds  of  an 
existing  one.  using  it  to  buy  a 
deferred  annuity  in  Europe 
then  taking  a  tax  free  loan  for 
90  par  cent  of  the  fund  on  the 
security  of  the  annuity.  In¬ 
come  from  the  fund  can  also 
be  drawn  tax  free,  it  claims. 

Sara  McConnell 
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Tighter  rules  to  protect 
members  of  company 
pension  schemes  from 
dishonest  employers  took  ef¬ 
fect  this  week,  ending  years  of 
professional  complacency. 

The  Government  was  forced 
to  act  after  Robert  Maxwell’s 
theft  of  £450  million  from  his 
employees’  pension  funds  came 
to  light  in  1991.. 

Pension  professionals  had  to 
acknowledge  that  members  of 
company  schemes  had  next  to 
no  protection  against  the  risk 
of  their  funds  being  appropri¬ 
ated  by  their  employer,  who, 
with  smaller  companies,  often 
doubled  as  scheme  trustee. 

Another  problem  with  occu¬ 
pational  schemes  was  illustra¬ 
ted  this  week  in  a  case  involv¬ 
ing  the  pension  scheme  of  the 


YOUR  DIRECT  LINE 
TO  TOP  UK  BUYERS7 
PRICES. 

Ant  ora  coO  to  SB*  gets  you  a  dedt  of  top  UK 
buyers’  prices.  Vs  the  quickest  and  easied  wy  of  n-^1 
getting  obeOer.  price  far  your policy. 
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National  Association  of  Citiz¬ 
ens  Advice  Bureaux.  The  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  130-member 
scheme  leaving  members  un¬ 
derfunded  for  their  pensions 
has  forced  CAB  in  to  taking 
legal  actionagainst  a  financial 
adviser  that  administered  the 
scheme  ,  Cheltenham-based 
Bruce  &  Partners,  to  try  to  get 
compensation.  The  pension 
scheme  is  one  of  several  thou¬ 
sand  former  Crown  Financial 
Management  schemes  that 
are  currently  in  the  process  of 
being  wound  up.  The  pensions 
ombudsman  is  investigating. 

The  new  Pensions  Act  puts  in 
place  a  raft  of  regulations  on 
rights  and  duties  of  employers, 
trustees,  advisers  and  mem¬ 
bers.  Some  believe  that  it  is 
overkill.  Robin  Ellison,  of 
Evers  heds,  the  solicitors,  calls 
the  Act  a  "whingers’  charter" 
and  sees  many  of  its  require¬ 
ments  for  information  as  un¬ 
necessary  .  The  real  concerns 
should  be  pension  fund  perfor¬ 
mance.  expenses,  and  monitor¬ 
ing  of  wound-up  funds,  he  said. 

How  wfll  the  Act  affect-you? 
■  The  Act  covers  an  estimated 
200,000  schemes.  These  in¬ 
clude  most  private  sector 
schemes  paying  benefits  based 
on  salary  (defined  benefits)  or 


on  contributions  (defined  con¬ 
tribution  or  money  purchase) 
and  which  are  set  up  under 
trust  It  excludes  group  per¬ 
sonal  pensions,  which  are 
regulated  like  personal  pen¬ 
sions  (see  below),  and  unfund¬ 
ed  public  sector  schemes 
which  have  government  guar¬ 
antees.  Schemes  with  fewer 
than  12  members  in  which 
each  is  a  trustee-  (small  self 
administered  schemes  for  ex¬ 
ample)  are  excluded. 

■  If  your  scheme  is  covered  by 
the  Act  you  should  have  re- 
reived,  or  soon  receive,  details 
of  your  employer’s  internal 
disputes  procedure.  This 
should  say  who  to  contact  if 
there  is  a  complaint  and 
include  a  checklist  of  dates  by 
which  you  should  expect  to 
receive  specified  information. 
It  is  a  breach  of  the  Act  not  to 
supply  information  about  in¬ 
ternal  dispute  procedures. 

■  You  should  have  been  told 
about  arrangements  for  elect¬ 
ing  trustees.  Under  the  Act  a 
third  of  trustees  must  be 
scheme  members.  However, 
controversially,  employers  can  _ 
propose  fobypasC  this  require- " 
ment,  and.  unless  10  per  rent 
of  employees  object  in  a  ballot 
can  impose  their  preferred 


arrangement  Keep  an  eye  on 
office  nonce  boards  and  read 
mail  from  your  pension  de¬ 
partment.  Trustee  selection 
must  be  started  by  May  7. 

■  If  there  is  no  sign  of  activity 
on  the  above  two  points  by  next 
month,  ask  the  trustees  what  is 
happening.  If  you  do  not  get  a 
satisfactory  answer,  tell  the 
new  Occupational  Pensions 
Regulatory  Authority  (Opra, 
on  01273  627648),  which  regu¬ 
lates  all  schemes  under  the  Act. 
and  can  discipline  them. 


An  alternative  is  to  ask  the 
Occupational  Pensions 
Advisory  Service  (Opas. 
on  0171-233  8080),  which  may  be 
able  to  advise  you. 

■  You  remain  entitled  to  an¬ 
nual  benefit  statements,  and 
will  now  be  able  to  receive,  on 
request,  the  scheme  accounts, 
the  actuarial  report  and  a 
statement  of  investment  prin¬ 
ciples.  This  will  set  out  who 
makes  investment  derisions, 
who  the  advisers  are.  the 
terms  on  which  they  act.  and 
target  investment  .perfor¬ 
mance.  This  will  also  tell  you 
-whether  the  schefhe  assets 
meet  liabilities.  The  Act's 
tough  funding  rules  require 
schemes  to  be  100  per  cent  sol¬ 


vent,  or  to  say  how  they  will 
remedy  any  shortfall. 

■  it  is  now  a  crime  for  em¬ 
ployers  to  deduct  pension  contri¬ 
butions  from  pay  and  nor  credit 
them  to  the  pension  within  19 
days.  Employers  must  also  not 
delay  paying  pensions  by  more 
than  two  days. 

■  Any  pension  benefits  you 
earn  after  April  6,  when  the  Act 
came  into  force,  must  be  up¬ 
rated  annually  in  line  with 
prices  or  hy  5  per  cent,  which¬ 
ever  is  less.  So,  all  occupational 
pensions  will  gradually  become 
indexed. 

■  Opra  will  monitor  occupa¬ 
tional  pension  schemes  and  act 
if  problems  arise.  It  will  not 
make  regular  inspections,  but 
will  react  to  claims  of  misde¬ 
meanours.  Opas  and  the  pen¬ 
sions  ombudsman  will  continue 
to  handle  complaints. 

■  The  occupational  pension 
compensation  scheme,  funded 
by  a  levy  on  schemes,  will  pay 
out  up  to  90  per  cent  of  losses, 
but  only  if  an  employer  is  insol¬ 
vent  and  commmed  “any  off¬ 
ence  causing  dishonesty".  The 
Pensions  Compensation  Board 
(0171-828  9794)  says  this  definit¬ 
ion  is  not  limited  to  criminal 
offences.  There  need  not  be  a 
prosecution,  only  grounds  for 
believing,  that  there  has  been 
dishonesty.  The  scheme  will 
pay  out  only  on  loss  sustained 
after  April  6 1997. 
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Select  Instant. 

Enjoy  it  while  you  can. 
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Our  Select  Instanc  Account  is  strictly  a  limited 
issue,  so  you  need  to  get  aboard  now. 

Ir  offers  the  benefit  of  instant,  penalty  free  access 
to  your  money. 

All  we  ask  is  that  you  don't  make- more  than  three 
withdrawals  in  each  calendar  year. 

You  can  choose  to  have  your  interest  paid  eithcr 
annuaily  or  monthly  (well  keep  you  up  to  date 
with  a  statement  every  six  monrhs). 

And  you've  the  convenience  of  an  account  chat's 
operated  by  first  class  post. 

Invest  right  away  with  £5,000  or  more. 

For  derails,  call  us  free  from  9  to  5  weekdays  or 
10  to  5  weekends  (you  can  leave  a  message  at 
other  rimes).  0500  50  5000 


UP  TO 

Q50 

GROSS 


NORTHERN  SOCK 

Nun  Hem  Rock  Building  Sorierr. 

Prinwipjl  Office:  Northern  Rack  House,  Gosfonh, 
Nnasik  upon  Tyne  N£1 4PL- 
www.nmclc.co.olc 

Mankr  of  (be  BuiUmg  Snamcc  .taucunoft. 

A'ltR cuad  11'  hJlina 
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.to  nunr  iImi  wMm  tnnatnrs  opciwnp  *  Srlrn  Insuni  Annum  will  he  witming  mraben  of  tbc  Swot,  the\  will  nni  therebt  haw  tmiritJ  to  tuir  DU  arJ  m  remit  Kmcfui  m 
tuaowtMMi  *irh  thf  prunned  ton  Turnon  [a  J  plhlK  hiniKii  toapun  htinJ  nu  the  Lothlna  Slnth  f-ijuttfy.  union  rfirv  wntfr  the  rtlntnt  corJukiih.  'Inttruv  Mill  hr  pah! 

Atm  tleJu.TuHl  of  Iiutoud  no  41  the  lower  nit  uurrcnllj  10%!  ur.  inhject  to  the  icq  IB  ml  cRtihcAtnin.  enm  There  the  IAI  Jnliuml  ouxtli  sn-tmewnr'i  m  (uhtlity  [ii  sat!,  1  (Lore 
mu  hr  nude  to  the  Inland  Rcteour  fnr  repjimrnt  of  my.  For  inJtrrdtMU  w|mik  income  talk  within  the  tower  rare  himf.-dx:  tax  dcJocicJ  sill  nuich  thnr  luhfar*  in  ut  «t  Ik  unend 
jnd  they  mil  hue  rut  more  uy  to  pay  on  it.  lofindul*  who  «c  liable  at  the  higher  rate  ut  HKmnc  ta.\  of  4u"i  mil  hart  to  jut  addinunai  ux  rai  ihr  intemi  in  corn  -Jit  difference 
hem  ecu  the  rax  drJiNteJ  and  the  hiRhei  rale  tax  Jue.  Atamm  halancn  below  LSjSm  will  renttr  intctci  at  the  prevailing  h»u  uxinct  rate.  Inter  rv  n  dm  paid  on  balance*  Min*  (JO. 
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Here’s  a  mortgage 
so  flexible 
you  don’t  even 
have  to  tell 
us  your  income. 


Our  Personal  Choice  mortgage 
has  an  option  where  you  don't  even 
have  to  tell  us  how  much  you  earn. 
This  is  particularly  good  news  if 
you're  a  company  director  or  self- 
employed.  This  option  is  available  on 
initial  loans  of  up  to  75%  of  the 
property  valuation  and.  naturally,  it 
offers  all  the  flexibility  you  expect  of 
our  Personal  Choice  scheme.  You  can  amend 
your  payment  schedule  to  either  pay  more  or  less, 
take  payment  holidays  within  a  pre-set  limit  and 
even  raise  capital  up  to  £50,000.  (Ybu  can  also 


mmmmm 


have  a  cheque  book.)  Our  variable  rate  of  7.24% 
(APR  7-5%  Typical)  is  very  competitive  for  the 
flexibility  it  offers.  Also,  for  a  limited  period,  there's 
a  free  re-mortgage  package  available 
So  if  you  need  a  mortgage  flexible 

enough  to  meet  all  your  individual 
needs  call  us  free  now.  Within 
five  minutes  we'll  tell  you  if  you 
have  approval  in  principle  -  without 
you  even  telling  us  your  income. 

We  also  offer  85%  and  100%  mort¬ 
gage  schemes,  as  well  as  our  Personal 
Choice  up  to  the  normal  95%  level. 


N 


BANK  OF  SCOTLAND 

MORTGAGES  DIRECT 

Call  us  free  on 

0800  810  810 

8  am  -  10  pm,  7  days  a  week 


AH  tendinC  ft  w&jM  to  oppemuj  by  me  Bank  ot  the  oppixairrt's  financial  status  and  valuation  of  inq  oroocn*  Full  umiw* 

an  wadatHfl  torn  Bai*  «  Scot  lend.  Mortgages  Dnett.  M  So*  12304.  Edinburgh  EH13  VOX.  TIM  Benh  tequ.i^ 3  «nsunier  cf«Ui  quotation 

^  »«*»«««»  policy  ri  also  uq.M.  Tb  a»l,  a  loan  or  WOpe^  Du.ktJ 

topmentotw  Wfjr  STWtMRO  UFE.  Much  k  reoilalcu  by  im  Perxonal  Imettmonl  Authoniy,  for  dm  accuianca  ocnasjiK.  18  w  aveT  Bank  of  Scotland  is  a 

appointed  to  soli  art  ot  tone  moducts.  Typical  example-.  *  Personal  Cbotco  £60.000  inweu  Only  Mortcage  tnnl  Uua«S6.  Bank  or  SctKiand  is 

annual  interest  rale  of  7.34*  (current  Mortgages  Duett  Personal  atom*  Ram  iVortoWal)  typiaat  APR  7 js%  °  P^>5>cn*  »al*»d  at  £100.000  wnuM  hBM  an 

CilCUteWd  Un"r  CUnW  “*  may  aH«r.  At  tta  end  of  25  years  £fi^j  Pavmwns  of  £362  (net  monthly 

ItfbS  includes  £1»  Mr  Valummn  Fo«  ana  £500  for  Legal  Fml.  Rates  «reci  «  date  of  prmwqt  ana  a,e  ^  '«*  “"«tot  poypbh,  B  £169  230 

recnieaa  WoonBM  of  The  Gcwnwr  ana  Campuy  of  toe  Bonk  of  Ssodand.  The  Mnon  10  underpay,  *  Scutianfl  Ld  «  ins 

ate  aii.awlabM  wth.n  a  pre-sal  I  Hint.  leiephuny  cofix  may  be  retorted  Mr  Mcunty  purposes  and  rT,0rV^^!^Mi7r-  etndty  from^  prapwiy 

YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A  H***  «"*»  com tSZJSSi 

- - - rr-jg. - — brother  loan  secured  on  it. 
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Grasp  the  nettle  early 


Tony  Foreman 

says  the  new 


self-assessment 
form  is  different 
but  not  difficult 


to  understand 


The  first  self-assessment 
(SA)  tax  forms  were 
dispatched  this  week  to 
the  eight  million  individuals 
affected  by  the  new  system. 

SA,  the  largest  single  reform 
of  income  tax  since  its  introduc¬ 
tion  in  I79S,  will  bring  big 
changes  far  the  self-employed 
and  higher-rate  taxpayers.  If 
you  have  already  received  your 
farm  and  are  suffering  a  severe 
shock  at  its  complexities  and  at 
the  severe  penalties  you  will  face 
for  inaccuracies  or  delays,  read 
our  guide  to  surviving  SA. 

SA  requires  that  you  carry 
out  certain  tasks  by  fixed 
deadlines,  ff  you  fail  to  deal 
with  your  tax  affairs  in  a 
business-like  way,  you  will  be 
charged  interest  and  sur¬ 
charges  and  possibly  worse. 
The  second  thing  to  note  is  that 
the  new-style  tax  return  may 
be  unfamiliar  but  is  not  as 
difficult  as  it  may  seem.  A  trial 
carried  out  in  Leicester  over 
the  past  two  years  showed  that 
SO  per  cent  of  returns  con¬ 
tained  clerical  errors  which 
needed  correction,  such  as 
arithmetical  mistakes,  figures 
entered  in  the  wrong  column, 
etc. 

The  standard  eight-page  re¬ 
turn  may  need  to  be  supple¬ 
mented  by  additional  sche¬ 
dules  so  this  is  probably  your 


Even  newlyweds  Liam  Gallagher  and  Patsy  Kensit  cannot  escape  self-assessment 


first  task;  to  see  if  you  have  the 
extra  schedules  needed. 

SA  makes  no  difference  to 
independent  taxation,  where  a 
husband  and  wife's  tax  affairs 
are  treated  separately.  This 
means  newlyweds  Liam  and 
Patsy  will  have  to  get  to  grips 
with  its  complexities  in  the 
same  way  as  any  other  mar¬ 
ried  couple. 

You  should  note  that  the 
Inland  Revenue  has  powers 
enabling  them  to  check  up. 
Tax  officials  will  be  using 
these  powers  and  will  not  find 
it  amusing  if  you  are  audited 
and  found  wanting. 


■  Get  organised.  Start  to  col¬ 
lect  the  information  that  you 
will  need  (see  summary). 

■  Do  not  throw  anything 
away.  You  should  keep  your 
records  until  January  31. 1999- 
January  31.  2003,  if  you  run  a 
business  or  receive  rental  in¬ 
come.  The  Revenue  policy  on 
SA  is  “Process  now.  check 
later”  The  Revenue  will  be 
able  to  open  an  inquiry  into 
your  1996-97  return  by  serving 
a  notice  before  February  I. 
1999.  and  will  not  have  to 
justify  doing  so. 

■  Do  not  leave  everything  to 
the  last  minute.  There  will  be 


an  automatic  E100  penalty  for 
filing  your  return  late  and, 
while  Januaiy  31.  I99S.  is  a 
long  way  off,  it  will  be  easier  to 
tackle  the  return  whilst  things 
are  fresh  in  your  mind.  If  there 
are  any  gaps  in  your  records  — 
you  have  been  under  a  legal 
obligation  to  keep  adequate 
records  since  April  6,  1996  — 
you  may  be  able  to  reconstruct 
them  by  getting  down  to  the 
task  before  the  trail  goes 
completely  cold. 

■  Do  not  send  in  an  incom¬ 
plete  return;  it  will  only  be 
rejected,  if  you  had  benefits  in 
kind  such  as  a  company  car  or 


FOR  SELF-ASSESSMENT: 


EMPLOYED:! 

You  will  need  your  Form  PGO, 
ie  the  annual  certificate  of  pay 
and  tax  deducted  at  source, 
which  your  employer  should 
provide  automatically. 

Taxable  figures  for  any 
benefits  in  kind,  company  car, 
mobile  phone  1  cheap  loans  in 
excess  of  £5.000  from  your 
current  employer. 

Details  of  amounts  paid  to 
you  under  thejRxed  Profit  Car 
Scheme  for  using  your  own 
car  for  company  business. 


any  pf  the 
that  were  provided  by  your 
previous  employer. 

Advice  from  your  employer 
as  to  what  to  report  if  you 
received  free!  shares  or  exer¬ 
cised  or  were  given  a  share 
option  in  199  >-97. 

SELF-EMP1  DYED 

You  will  neep  to  prepare  acc¬ 


ounts  or  have  an  accountant 
do  them  for  you.  The  Revenue 
requires  your  details  in  a  set 
formal  so  it  can  use  its 
computer  to  identify  cases  to 
be  taken  up  for  inquiry. 

RENTAL  INCOME 

You  should  keep  ah  analysis 
of  rents  receiveable  for  1996-97 


and  a  note  of  any  bad  debts, 
details  of  expenditure  such  as 
fees  to  managing  agents,  rep¬ 
air  bills  and  re-decoration,  re¬ 
placement  of  electrical  goods 
and  furniture  for  the  proper¬ 
ties  concerned.  If  you  borrow¬ 
ed  id  fund  your  propeny 
business,  the  interest  should 
be  an  allowable  expense. 


SAVINGS  INCOME 

You  keep  a  copy  of  your  bank 
deposit  account  statements, 
building  society  passbook  and 
dividend  vouchers. 

TRUST  INCOME 

You  need  form  R185  which  sets 
out  die  income  paid  to  you  and 
tax  deducted  at  source. 

CAPITAL  GAINS 

You  will  need  the  broker’s 
contract  notes  for  share  sales 
and  copies  of  the  sale  contract 
and  completion  statement  if 
you  have  sold  any  properties. 
If  you  gave  assets  to  your 
children  you  may  be  Liable  for 
CGT  as  if  you  had  sold  at 
market  value,  so  seek  advice. 

Tony  Foreman .  partner  at  the 
accountants  Pannell  Kerr 
Forster,  is  author  of  The 
Allied  Dunbar  Tax  Hand¬ 
book  1997-98.  published  by 
Pitman  Publishing  £25.99. 


WITH-PROFITS  BOND 


An  investment 
opportunity  with 
guaranteed 
peace  of  mind. 


_ o  on  the  stock  market  can  often  be  extremely 

You  may  be  able  to  achieve  a  much  higher  rate  of 
that  offered  by  a  fixed  interest  savings  account 
is  an  element  of  risk  involved.  You  could  also 

_ _ _ _7  rather  than  make  money. 

TV  Equitable  life's  With-Profits  Bond  reduces  the  risk. 
If  you  have  £500  or  more  to  invest,  you  can  place  it  in  a 
managed  fund  of  assets  comprising  equities,  properties  and 
fixed  inures!  securities. 

Whaitver  future  market  conditions  are  like,  we  guarantee 
that  at  th£  fifth  and  subsequent  anniversaries  you  can  encash 
che  bond  for  at  least  the  original  value  of  the  contractual 

benefits.  (  .  ,  ,  ..  f 

Over  [the  long  term,  however,  such  a  mixed  portfolio  ot 
assets  offers  the  prospect  of  a  real  capital  growth. 

If  yoifd  like  to  know  how  to  make  more  of  your  savings 
Without  disturbing  your  peace  of  mind,  call  (0990)  38  48  58 
[the  coupon  below  for  information  by  post  and  by 
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tww.equitable.co.uk. 

Regulated  by  die  Personal  lnvtttrnem  Authority 
LB*.  FKEEPQ5T.  WMJtW  STREET.  MlESfUSV.  BUQilNGIMUSMffi^Wi 

oTeFREEPOST  Waiuwi  Sweet  AYLESBURY.  Bucks  HP2I  I 

c  rf*  EquhaWc  Wtfh-Ptnfio  Bond  D  ™AA7E  J 
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e  Equitable  Life  i] 

,U  profit  from  our  principles j 


MAXIMUM  DISCOUNTS 
UP  TO  5% 

NO  HANDLING  FEES 


CONTACT 


MGP 


DIRECT 

FREEPOST  NWW  1344, 

SUrTE  B.  CASTLE  QUAY.  CASTLEFIELD. 
MANCHESTER  MIS  9GZ 

A  DfWSKW  Of  MGP  mEStMEHT  NUWNSBWWl  UMHED 
REGULATED  BV  THE  PERSONAL  INVESTMENT  AUTHORITY 


SCHRODER 
PERPETUAL 
CREDIT  SUISSE 
JUPITER 
GT 

LAZARD 
M&G 
FIDELITY 
MARTIN  CURRIE 
PROLIFIC 
INVESCO 
HILL  SAMUEL 
MERCURY 

AND  MANY  wore:.: 


->51 


PLEASE  SEND  ME  A  FREE  INFORMATION  PACK  sr nw 


NAME. 


!  ADDRESS. 


POSTCODE 


I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  THE. 


.PEPS. 


Cash  for  questions?  NO. 
Cash  for 

endowment  policies? 
YES.  Vote  Neville  James. 

•  We  pay  TOP  PRICES  for  suitable  policies 

•  Prompt  Valuation ,  no  commitment 

•  Professional,  specialist  staff  7  days  a  week. 


- PLEASE  CALL  NOW - 

01243  52  00  00 

EVERY  DAY  8  AM -8  PM 

Give  us  a  “Bell”  today! 


Neville 

JAMES 


Neville  James  Limited, 

forum  Integritaiis,  West  FbEam.  Chichester,  P019  1TB 
Regulated  by  the  Ttereonal  Investment  Authority 
Member  of  The  Association  of  Boticy  Market,  Makers 


a  mobile  telephone,  you  will 
need  to  put  down  a  figure  for 
your  taxable  benefit,  just  re¬ 
porting  “per  form  Pi  ID”  or  “as 
PAYE"  is  not  acceptable. 

■  Start  to  put  cash  aside  now 
so  that  you  can  settle  your 
1996-97  tax  and  make  a  pay¬ 
ment  on  account  for  1997-98 
next  January  31.  If  you  are 
short  of  funds  after  Christmas 
you  may  find  yourself  exposed 
to  interest  The  APR  is  current¬ 
ly  5L5  per  cent  Worse  stflJ.  if 
you  are  not  able  to  clear  your 
1996-97  tax  by  February  28, 
you  will  be  liable  for  an 
automatic  5  per  cent  surcharge 
equal  to  an  APR  of  fiO  per  cent 

■  Consider  filing  by  Septem¬ 
ber  30.  Somerset  House  has 
given  repeated  assurances 
that  filing  early  will  not  in¬ 
crease  the  likelihood  of  your 
return  being  selected  for  inqui¬ 
ry.  On  a  positive  note,  the 
Revenue  will  colled  underpay¬ 
ments  of  up  to  £1.000  via  the 
PAYE  system  if  you  submit 
your  return  by  September. 

■  Work  on  the  basis  that  your 
return  will  be  selected  for 
inquiry.  The  Revenue  will  be 
selecting  10,000  returns  each 
year  on  a  random  basis.  Tax 
offices  are  also  expected  to 
check  another  30.000  returns. 

■  Remember  to  tick  the  box  if 
your  return  contains  any  esti¬ 
mated  or  provisional  figures.  It 
will  probably  be  in  your  own 
best  interests  to  give  an  expla¬ 
nation  of  how  you  have  arrived 
at  the  figures  as  this  may  pre¬ 
empt  Revenue  queries.  It  may 
also  afford  a  degree  of  protec¬ 
tion  against  the  Revenue  com¬ 
ing  back,  after  January  31. 1999. 
and  reopening  1996-97  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  "discovery"  assessment 

■  Get  professional  advice  if 
your  affairs  are  complicated. 


Kidson  Lmpey  chartered 
accountants:  Self  Assess¬ 
ment,  0171  334  4778. 

N  a  (West  Investment's  Self 
Assessment.  Understanding 
the  New  Tax  System  0800 
200400. 

Guardian  Direct's  A  Guide 
to  Tax  Self  Assessment  0500 
2S28  20. 

Meades  Chartered  Accoun¬ 
tants*  Self  Assessment.  A 
Summary:  0(483  755000. 

Son  life  of  Canada’s  Guide 
to  Self  Assessment  0125b  303 
204. 

The  Tax  Team's  No  Mon 
Tax  Problems  0800393  520. 


25%  invested 

internationally 

75%  invested  in  the  UK 

Monthly  savings  from 
only  £50  per  month 

lump  sum  investments 
from  £1000 


3  pocat  mffmtediqtwtfagtorefefBigftbefo^brtvreea 

»n  Hock  capitals  and  return  ft  {no  stwnp  required)  to?- 
BtEEPOST  ANG  4247,  Norwich  NR1 3BR- 

.  . RehlTllV 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Daytime  td  no; 


Evening  tel  no*. 


Dab*  But  you  provide  may  be  used  by 
Nonridi  Union  group  companies,  your 
tbaacU  advber  or  oOier  nknant 
organisations  tot  marketing  purposes  such 
at  matted  letancb  and  umtauing  you 
roganBug  yotr  future  tnwaaec  and 


For  yow  protection  aR  telephone  ettts  wffl 

be  raconkd.  The  «due  of  and  income  from 

PEPS  may  taR  and  you  may  not  cel  baefe 

toe  amount  Invested.  Fends  invaded  abroad 
nay  alter  wflh  exchange  rate  Fluctuations. 
tulunuattoVadvtee  wffl  only  rotate  to 
Harwich  Union  products. 

_  -  t  Except  the  buying  to  selling 

No  one  protects  more,  spread  of  0.5%. 


D 

NORWICH 

UNION 


F“ 

I  NonnJ’ 


Nam xeb  Union  Partfctm  Service*  Limited  a  regained  by  Ae  Pen-Mi!  Im-estmcnt  Authority  Regained  by  IMHO 


PER  ANNUM  FIEE  OP  BASIC 
RATE  TAX  OVER  5  YKABS 
Major  Ooaacla]  institution  is  J 
launching  new  Rising  income 
Bond  with  monthly  Income 
option,  mi  stOdoDarfcei  growth  J 
required  tor  fall  capital  return. 

“ FIRST  COME,  FIRST  SERVED’ 
Tb  reserve  a  brochure  call? 


\>  K  2  1  I —  1.2  i  hr: 


RJ  TEMPLE  PLC 

FREEPOST  <BR  1887) 
BRIGHTON  BJV1  IZZ 
WTl  -it  iwn  a-u 


“Where  can 

^  1 

I  sell  m\ 

beautiful 

home?” 

See  p .9  Weekend 
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GROSS  PA 


The  offshore 
investment 
that's  all 
plain  sailing 

30  DAYS  NOTICE  gf  OFFSHORE  I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


ACCOUNT  FEATURES 

•  Highly  competitive  interest  rates. 

•  Earn  up  to  6.75%  gross  p.a. 

•  Minimum  balance  £10,000. 

•  Choice  of  interest  payment  options. 

•  Operate  your  account  by  telephone, 
post  or  facsimile. 

•  Access  to  your  savings  with  just  30  days  notice. 

LOOK  AT  THE  RETURN 


First  National  Building  Society  Guernsey 
Limited  is  a  subsidiary  of  First  National 
Building  Society,  which  was  founded  in 
1861  and  is  one  of  the  longest  established 
building  societies  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Ireland. 

Consider  the  benefits  of  a  First  National 
30  Day  Notice  Postal  Account. 

Your  money  will  grow  faster  thanks  to 
highly  competitive  interest  rates  and  a 
favourable  tax  climate  (your  interest  will 
be  paid  gross  without  deduction  of 
withholding  tax).  And  you  will  enjoy 
the  convenience  and  confidentiality 
of  postal  banking. 


Balance 

Annual 
%  Gross 

Monthly  interest 
%  Gross 

Monthly  Interest 
%  Gross  CAR 

£250,000  + 

6.75% 

6.55% 

6.75% 

£100,000  + 

6.70% 

650% 

6.70%  | 

£50,000-+ 

6.50% 

5.41% 

6.60% 

£25,000  + 

6.55% 

6.36% 

6.55% 

£10,000  + 

6.50% 

6.31% 

6.50% 

First  National 


Building  Society  Guernsey  Limited 

First  National  Building  Society  Guernsey  Limited, 

P.O.  Box  458,  SL  Peter  Port,  Guernsey,  Channel  Islands,  GY1  6AE 


INFORMATION  HOTLINE: 


0800  004567 


CALLS  ARE  FREE 

Lines  open  Monday  to  Friday  9.00a.m.  to  5.00p.m. 


Find  Nabond  Buikftng  Society  Guernsey  Limned  n  a  whaty-ovmd  (utKIdary  M  Fun  National  BuMHk)  Scotty.  R"t  National  Buidmg  Snooty  Guernsey  Unwed  taa  its  legetmod  office  and 
pfcnpet  place  oi  Busbies*  at  2J3  Rue  flu  Pro.  Si  Proof  Port.  Guernsey.  Channel  Wande  GY1  6AE  and  *  beamed  under  the  Bonking  Stipetvrron  (BafamcV  <*  Guerouyl  Law.  1994  as  amended 
The  pafcHrp  shot*  taprfTO  of  Rrar  Nafamt  Bah efing  Sdocty  Guernsey  Limbed  amount! r  lots  mttbn.  Lotus!  Added  accounts  are  avaUabh  for  Inspection  upon  roqum  {VpoMr  meda  wit,  offices 
ot  Firs  Notional  BudcHng  Society  Guernsey  Limited  in  Guernsey  are  not  covered  by  ton  Deposit  Pi oteehem  Scheme  unttss  the  UK  BjrrtJng  Ac  1987.  Inures!  raiesmoy  vary  end  are  comet  at  Iona 
ot  pomQ  to  prarc  bums)  l*  oakulnod  on  a  daily  basis  and  wffl  accrue  from  the  dan?  of  cfoarancoof  the  hinds  up  to  M  not  imduiCng  iho  dais  of  wnWrawal.  CAR  ■  Compounded  Annual  Rate  is 
the  annual  rati* ol  ratura  an  year  inrntmanr  il  momnfylnnnaa  payment*  am  rmaUtod  to  the  actum  tmmedim  mxtot  to  funds  «  30  d»i*  loro  of  infer,*  on  Amda  iremdriv*,. 
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£200,000  Life  Cover 
For  As  Little  As 
55p  A  Day* 


You  may  already  have  enough  life  assurance  cover  to  « 

pay  off  the  mortgage  should  anything  happen  to  you.  | 

But  how  would  your  partner  cope  with  all  the  other  1 
costs  of  living?  \ 

According  to  the  Family  Expenditure  Survey  1994/5 
(die  latest  available  published  figures),  the  average 
family  spends  £917  a  month  on  things  such  as 
groceries,  bills,  clothing  and  leisure  activities. 

We  know  that  no  amount  of  money  could  ever  replace 
your  love  for  your  dependants.  However,  bom  as  little 
as  55p*  a  day  you  can  cover  their  future  with  General 
Accident. 

Term  Assurance  provides  affordable  life  assurance 
protection  for  a  fixed  period,  with  a  guaranteed  cash 
sum  payable  on  death  during  that  period. 

For  a  payment  of  only  £17.00  a  month*  a  General 
Accident  Term  Assurance  policy  can  provide  cover  of 
£200,000  for  10  years,  and  what's  more,  your  personal 
monthly  premium  is  guaranteed  never  to  increase. 

An  investment  of  £200,000  in  a  bank  or  building 
society  would  mean  that  your  family  could  be  sure  of 
an  income  of  £13,200  a  year  or  £1,000  per  month.  And 
that  Income  is  over  and  above  the  initial  £200,000 
investment  which  would  remain  intact# 


'  P)  t  m  i  m  RMii  puMjaU  1 1  hjj  ransHUHHH!  inn 


%  Call  General  Accident  now  to  secure  your  family's 
4%L  future,  and  receive  further  information  on  Term 
ifc  Assurance  and  a  personal  illustration. 

We'll  also  send  you  a  FREE  GIFT  of  a  stylish  Pen 
%£§>  and  Pencil  set  plus  details  of  how  to  claim  a 
second  free  gift  -  a  choice  of  a  Black  and 
psp|i|  Decker  Cordless  Screwdriver,  a  Custom 
|«EHnL  Monaco  Roll  Bag  or  a  Casio  Travel  Clock 

IgfjwWt  Radio  Alarm. 

'  Based  on  a  healthy  male,  non-smoker,  aged  30 
'yk-  next  birthday.  The  cost  of  cover  will  depend  on 
IJL  age,  sex  and  smoking  status. 

*  4  Source;  Micropjl.  Based  on  a  UK  savings 

'  account  for  investments  of  £2^500  and  ovw 

10  years  to  2.9.96. 

Full  written  details  axe  available  on  request.  Any  financial 
advice  given  will  relate  only  to  the  products  of  GA  Life. 

General  Accident  Life  Assurance  Limited 
2  Rougier  Street  York  YOl  1HR 

General  Accident  is  regulated  by  the 
Personal  Investment  Authority 


KEY  PROTECTION  FROM 


*r 


ACT  NOW! 

TO  REQUEST  FURTHER 
DETAILS  AND  YOUR  FREE  GIFT 

CALL  FREE: 

LINES  OPEN  24  HOURS 

0500100200 


K£Y  PEOPLE 


Or  complete  the  coupon  and  send  to: 
Term  Assurance.  General  Accident, 
FREEPOST,  YO550,  YORK  YOl  I  BR. 


7-^P '1^5 vi  rw*^ 


Keep  it  neat 


WARNER  WVTHE 


Diana  Miller 

examines  boxes 
and  booklets, 
software  and 
systems  to  aid 
the  DIY  Taxman 


Organise  now  for  self 
assessment  to  ensure 
many  happy  returns 
for  years  to  come.  Book  and 
software  publishers,  financial 
advisers  and  accountants 
have  all  brought  out  products 
to  make  life  easier  for  DIY 
taxpayers.  These  include: 

■  Guildhall  Account  Box,  by 
Tollit  &  Harvey,  has  cards  for 
simple  record  keeping  and 
pockets  for  paperwork.  Price: 
E15J3J  (excl.VAT).  Available 
from  all  good  stationery 
shops. 

■  77ie  Record  Set  at  £7.50 
from  Twinlock,  contains  ten 
preprinted  tax  folders  allow¬ 
ing  the  user  to  record  informa¬ 
tion  and  store  documentation. 
The  Organiser  at  £12.99  is  a 
large  capacity  ring  binder 
with  a  set  of  p re-printed  tax 
guide  sections  and  20  storage 
pockets  for  documentation. 
The  Complete  Filing  System, 
costs  £19.99  and  has  pre¬ 
printed  A4  guide  files  and  a  set 
of  tabs  and  inserts  along  with 
a  black  portable  storage  case. 
Available  from  Rymans  or 
WH  Smith. 

■  Tax  Tracker  Self-Assess¬ 
ment  Organiser  at  £18.99  from 
William  Clowes  has  a  diary 
with  a  simple  ledger  enabling 
the  self-employed  to  note  all 
meetings  and  appointments 
alongside  a  record  of  daily 
financial  transactions  —  in¬ 
come,  expenses,  expenditure 
on  materials,  and  motor  trav¬ 
el.  (Call:  0800  393  318). 

■  Check  Your  Tax  and  Mon¬ 
ey  Facts,  by  Graham  Kitchen, 
published  by  Foulsham.  An 
easy  guide  to  filling  in  tax 
returns  and  self  assessment 
forms,  with  help  for  those  who 
wish  to  check  their  PAYE. 
£5.99. 

■  Lloyds  Bank  Tax  Guide 
1997-98,  by  Sara  Williams  and 
John  William  has  a  basic  int¬ 
roduction  to  the  new  system 
then  goes  through  the  100  box¬ 
es  of  The  self-assessment  form 
and  supplementary  pages. 
Published  by  Profile  Books 
Ltd.  priced  E7.99. 

■  Ernst  &  Young’s  Tax  Sav- 


re 


efs  Companion  1997/98, 
published  by  John  Wiley  & 
Sons  has  general  tax  advice 
and  a  self-assessment  section: 
£12.99. 

■  Which?  Way  to  Save  Tax, 
£14.99.  explains  the  tax  rules 
and  shows  how  best  to  use 
them.  Call  0800  252100. 

■  Tolley’s  Self-Assessment 
1996-7,  £43.95,  has  examples  of 
basic  queries  and  complex 
paints  which  may  arise  when 
filling  in  self-assessment 
forms.  Call:  0181  6869141. 

Those  with  personal  com¬ 
puters,  can  buy  person¬ 
al  finance  software  such 
as  Intuit  Quicken  or  Micro¬ 
s'  Money  to  computerise 
their  ledger.  Intuit  is  also 
producing  an  updated  version 
of  its  QuickTax  software  for 
self  assessment.  (Call:  01932 
578  500).  The  Revenue's  own 
disk  contains  an  electronic 
version  of  the  self-assessment 
forms  and  a  calculator.  (Call 
0645  000  404). 

■  TaxCalc.  £29.99  from 
Which?  is  probably  the  best 


known  tax  software  on  the  UK 
market  It  moves  users 
through  data  calculation  and 
gives  what-if  scenarios  such  as 
how  much  you  would  save  by 
returning  the  company  car.  It 
also  allows  you  to  print  a 
ready-to-send  self  assessment 
form.  (Call:  0800  252  100) 

■  Europress’ Mini  Office  Tax, 
£29.99,  is  updated  for  self 
assessment  It  has  “wizards” 
that  ask  the  user  to  answer  a 
series  of  questions  then  auto¬ 
matically  updates  the  electron¬ 
ic  self-assessment  form.  (Call: 
01625  859  333). 

U  SmartTax,  from  Mysteri¬ 
ous  Pursuit  International,  is  a 
modular  program  that  can  be 
downloaded  from  the  Internet 
direct  to  a  PC  by  going  to 
wwwjsmarttax.co.uk.  There 
you  can  download  free 
SmartTax  Lite,  which  has  the 
self  assessment  form  and  its 
notes,  and  a  calculator.  There 
are  also  four  £5. modules  to  - 
download.  Or  you  can  buy  the 
lot  on  diskettes  for  £24.95.  The 
first  is  the  Work  Sheets  and 
Schedules  where  you  enter 


figures  in  basic  worksheets 
and  SmartTax  transfers  them 
ro  the  official  forms.  The 
second,  the  Interview,  asks 
questions  in -the  same  way  a 
tax  professional  might  The 
Tools  module  has  an  analyser 
to  examine  the  tax  effect  of  dif¬ 
ferent  scenarios,  an  enhanced 
tax  calculator  and  a  cash  book 
linker  to  import  your  figures 
from  Microsoft  Money  or  Int¬ 
uit  Quicken  without  rekeying 
them.  The  last  module  is  the 
Electronic  Lodging  Service  to 
send  your  return  to  SmartTax, 
and  thence  to  the  Revenue. 
(Call:  0181  905  3786)- 

■  www.tax.org.uk,.  the  Char¬ 
tered  Institute-  of  Taxation's 
World  Wide  Web  site  has  a 
section  on  tax  for  beginners, 
and  will  include  a  free  cut- 
down  version  of  the  Which? 
tax  software  to  calculate  your 
tax  on-line.  It  also  has  links  to 
“all  the  essential  UK  tax  sites. " 

■  Portfolio.  Taxpayers  facing 
capital  gains  tax  can  use  Info- 
trade's  personal  finance  soft¬ 
ware  at  www.infotrade.ro.uk 
to  calculate  their  CGT. 


A  NEW  HIGH  INCOME  PEP 

FROM 

MARKS  &  SPENCER 


Do  you  want  a  regular  Income  from  your  investment? 

If  you  do  not  have  a  General  PEP  for  the  new  tax  year  and  would  like  your  savings  to  provide  you  with  a 
quarterly  income,  the  new  Marks  &  Spencer  High  Income  PEP  could  be  just  what  you  are  looking  for  - 


•  Estimated  income  7.0%  tax  free*  per  year  paid  quarterly  into 
your  bank  or  building  society  account* 

•  Invest  from  as  Retie  as  £1 ,000 

•  Access  to  your  investment  at  all  times 


\ 


-C. 


•  Special  initial  charge  discounts  of  1%  for  Marks  &  Spencer 
account  holders  and  2%  for  all  Marks  &  Spencer  Unit  Trust 
current  investors 

•  There  is  no  exit  charge  to  pay 

•  Potential  refund  to  offset  the  effect  of  annual 
management  charges,  subject  to  Fund  performance* 

OFFER  CLOSES  30th  MAY  1997 

Please  remember  the  value  of  units  and  the  income  from  them  can 

go  down  as  well  as  up. 

Past  performance  is  no  guarantee  of  future  performance. 


For  full  deoils  of  both  this  Plan  and  our  new  Guaranteed  Capital  Investment  Han  -  Issue  4 
including  an  application  form  and  terms  and  conditions,  simply 

CALL  FREE  ON 

0800  363451 

quoting  TT7 1 2A 

8am  to  8pm  weekdays,  Sam  to  5pm  weekends 
Internet  address:  hnptfwww.maita-and-spencer.co.uk 

MARKS  &  SPENCER 


FINANCIAL  SERVICES 
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LIMITED  EDITION 
INVESTMENT 

UP  TO 


7.35% 


Q  Gross  p.a. 


GUARANTEED  TO  30  JUNE  2000 


Peak  Bond  7  is  a  high  interest 
investment  with  rates  guaranteed 
until  30  June  2000. 

Interest  is  paid  annually  on 
30  June,  commencing  1998  -  but 
you  should  invest  now  because  this 
is  a  strictly  limited  offer. 

The  minimum  investment  is  £5,000 
and  the  maximum  £250.000. 

So  to  make  Derbysure  you  don't 
miss  out.  complete  the  coupon  and 
return  it  with  your  cheque  today. 


PtaM  ock  ipproprote  tor 
3  Fkuciort  me  farther  duals  of  die  Da-bplm  fcafc  Bond  fame/  account 


£25,000 
and  above 

7.35% 

£10,000- 

£24,999 

6.75% 

£5,000- 

£9.999 

6.25% 

Full  Namefs 


1  Address: 


Signature^): _ 
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DERBYSHIRE  BUILDING  SOCIETY,  OvttteW  Haft.  Duffidd,  Darby  DE56  I  AG. 
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Be  assured  for  the  term  of  your  life 


*  it; 


* 


tySs&y'j'1 


f  you  are  m  the  market  for 
a  life  insurance  policy, 
now  is  a  good  time  to  opt 
for  term  assurance,  according 
to  a  report  this  week  by  Swiss 
Re,  the  leading  reinsurer. 

Increasing  competition  and 
fading  anxieties  over  Aids 
have  resulted  in  an  average  12 
per  cent  drop  in  term  assur¬ 
ance  premiums  since  1994. 
Customers  are  now  benefiting 
from  some  of  the  lowest  premi¬ 
um  prices  since  the  war. 

Term  assurance  is  the  sim¬ 
plest  and  often  cheapest  form 
of  cover  that  the  life  insurance 
industry  can  offer.  It  has  no 
investment  element.  The  poli¬ 
cy  is  arranged  for  a  fixed 
period  to  pay  out  a  fixed  sum. 
If  you  die,  it  pays.  If  you  live, 
you  receive  nothing. 

The  relatively  low  cost  of 
term  cover  makes  it  the  ideal 
choice  for  families  who  want  a 
generous  amount  of  life  insur¬ 
ance  for  a  small  outlay.  Recent 
publicity  over  the  cost  of  the 
services  carried  out  every 
week  by  a  wife  and  mother  has 
made  families  realise  that  both 
partners  need  life  insurance. 
Although  new  men  are  reput¬ 
ed  to  be  doing  more  around 
the  house,  to  replace  mother  in 
her  role  as  cook,  cleaner, 
driver,  nurse,  gardener  and 
such  like  will  cost  more  than 
£300  a  week. 

However,  a  survey  for  The 
Times  by  London  &  Country, 
based  in  Bath,  shows  that 


Nathan  Yates  says  increasing  competition  means 
the  price  of  premiums  has  rarely  been  cheaper 


when  buying  term  assurance 
it  still  jays  to  shop  around. 
Premiums  in  this  sector  of  the 
insurance  market  vary  widely. 
A  35-year-old  man  could  pay 
up  to  £32.30  a  month  for  a  20- 
year  term  with  a  payout  of 
£100,000  with  Clerical  Medi¬ 
cal.  This  compares  well  with 
the  typical  £50  cost  of  a  whole- 
life  policy  of  the  same  value, 
but  is  far  from  being  the 
cheapest  available. 

If  this  customer  were  to  buy 
a  policy  from  Royal  &  Sun 
Alliance  instead,  he  would  cut 
the  cost  to  just  £10  a  month. 
Over  the  full  20  years  of  the 
policy,  this  would  make  a 
difference  of  £5.352.  which 
would  mean  that  his  bill 
would  be  cut  by  more  than  two 
thirds. 

For  a  woman  of  50  wanting 
the  same  cover,  the  savings 
could  be  even  greater.  Her 
monthly  term  insurance  pre¬ 
mium  of  £77.50  a  month  with 
Clerical  Medical  is  again  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  £100  she  would 
pay  for  a  typical  whole  life 
policy,  but  selecting  Royal  & 
Sun  Alliance  would  cut  the  bill 
to  £21.10.  Over  20  years  this 
would  add  up  to  a  saving  of 
£13.536. 

Price  differences  of  this  size 
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INCOME  TAX  RATES  1 997-98 


Taxable  Income  £ 

Slice 

Taxon 

Total 

_ 1 

rate 

sOce 

tax 

£ 

% 

E 

E 

0-4.100 

4.100 

20 

820 

820 

4,101-26,100 

Excess  over  26.100 

22.00 

23 

5,060 

5,880 

40 

Discretionary  trusts 

- 

34 

- 

- 

Te>  on  sewings  restricted  to  20%  for  baser  twpaye rs 

lil^Tli^^tAX  ALLOWANCES 

Income  Tax  Allowances 

Personal  Allowances 
Under  65  yearn  old 
65-74  yers  aid 
75  years  old  and  over 

Married  Couple's  Allowance 
Under  65  years  old 
65-74  years  old 
75  years  okl  and  over 
Maximum  Income  before 
abatement  ot  reflets  for 
over  65a 

Additional  personal  aflowanoe- 
s Ingle-handed  responsibility 
tor  children 

Blind  person's  allowance 
Widow's  beraavsmsql  allowance 
Pension  Premiums  , 

Relief  Is  limited  to  the  following  percentages  of  "net  relevant  earnings"  (up 
to  a  maximum  for  personal  pensions  In  1997-66  at  £84,000) 

Age  at  beginning  of  tax  year 
Personal  pensions 

35  or  less  1 

38-45 
46-50 
51-55 
5660 

61  and  over 

Life  assurance  benefits  contributions  element 

"Refet  restricted  to  15% 


1997-98 

1996-97 

E 

£ 

4,045 

3,785 

5,220 

4^10 

5.400 

5,090 

1,830* 

1,790* 

3,185* 

3,115* 

3.225* 

3,155* 

15.600 

15.200 

1,830* 

£1,790* 

1,280 

1,250 

1^30* 

1,790* 

%  ‘ 

Retirement 

% 

annuities 

17.5 

20 

25 

50  or  less 

17.5 

30 

51-65 

20 

35 

5&£0 

22.5 

40 

61  ^ard  over 

27  5 
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Exemption 

E 


Tax  rate 
% 


Individuals  and  personal  representatives  6,500 

Most  trusts-  interest  in  possession  3,250 

-  discretionary  3,250 


Income  tax  rate 
23 
34 


p.a. 


2000 


■0  ‘ 


r 
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PERSONAL.  PEN  SJONS 

Do  vou  need  a 

•/ 

personal  pension  that 
lets  you  retire  early 
without  penalty? 


You  may  be  quite  happy  with  your  pension.  Until  you 

try  to  change  it.  .  .  . 

Penalties  for  early  retirement,  penalties  for  varying 
contributions,  even  penalties  for  dying-  You  begin  to 
wonder  just  whose  pension  it  is. 

You  see  in  order  to  pay  commission  to  brokers  ana 
middlemen.' some  companies  impose  severe  penalties  on 
their  personal  pension  plans,  should  you  wish  to  make 

ChaHappOy,  The  Equitable  Life  has  never  paid  commission 
to  third  parries  for  the  introduction  of  new  business.  Your 
benefits  on  early  retirement  would  be  exactly  the  same  as  if 
vou  bad  chosen  that  date  initially.  And  you  don  t  have  to 
commit  yourself  to  paying  identical  contributions  every 

yCar\J7hat  is  more,  you  have  the  reassurance  of  knowing  that 
your  pension  fund  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  finest 

investment  teams  in  the  U.K.  j  v,„ 

Tf  vou  would  like  further  information  by  post  and  by 
telephone,  call  Aylesbury  (0990)  38  48  38,  or  return  the 
coupon  below. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

wfannkaUte  will  only  be  gh*n  on  Equitable  pnup  products 
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The  Equitable  Life  i 

profit  from  our  principles  _J 


are  far  from  uncommon  for 
term  insurance  customers,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Patrick  Bunton.  of 
London  &  Country.  "The  term 
insurance  market  is  now 
fiercely  competitive  and  we've 
seen  premium  reductions  of 
up  to  30  per  cent  since  1992," 
he  said.  "Despite  this,  the  gulf 
between  the  cheapest  and 
most  expensive  insurers  is 
huge.  It  is  usually  possible  to 
cut  the  higher  priced  premi¬ 
ums  by  half  through  looking 
elsewhere." 

Term  assurance  is  similar  to 
car  insurance  in  that  no  one 
company  is  cheaper  for  all 
customers.  The  only  way  to 
find  the  best  deal  is  to  obtain 
quotes.  Time  can  be  saved  by 
using  telebrokers  to  sift 
through  several  companies  for 
you. 

When  hunting  for  a  policy, 
there  are  other  features  to  look 
for  besides  headline  cost. 
Some  insurers  guarantee  their 
premiums  so  that  you  can  be 
sure  of  no  rise  in  price.  With 
others,  there  is  nothing  to  stop 
the  company  from  raising  the 
rales  after  you  buy  the  policy, 
though  if  this  happens  you  are 
free  to  close  the  agreement  and 
move  elsewhere. 

Some  insurers  offer  addi¬ 


tional  benefits  with  their  deals. 
Customers  may  be  allowed  to 
claim  immediately  if  they  are 
diagnosed  as  terminally  ill. 
allowing  them  the  benefit  of 
extra  money  while  they  are 
still  alive.  Some  policies  also 
offer  an  extra  price  reduction  if 
you  can  prove  that  your  job  is 
low  risk  or  if  you  take  a 
medical  test. 

Selection  of  level  term  assurance 
premiums  on  £100,000  policy  for 
man  aged  35 


Monthly  premium 
n  Alliance  £10.00171 
£17.40 
£17.50  T 
£18.00 
£19.60 
£21.50 
£23.00  0 
£3230 


Royal  & 

Legal  &  General 
General  Accident 
Standard  Lite 
Guardian 

Commercial  Union 
Canada  Lite 
Clerical  Medical 


Selection  of  level  term  assurance 
premiums  on  El  00,000  policy  for 
woman  aged  50 


Monthly  premium 
jn  Alliance  £21.10  TR 


Allied  Dunbar 
Canada  Life 
Scottish  Widows 
Norwich  Union 
Legal  &  General 
Genera]  Accident 
Clerical  Medical 


£33.68  TR 
£35.50  0 
£39.40  T 
£41 .60  T 
£46.00 
£48.90  T 
£77.50 


Assumes  non-smoking. 

T  tonrwiol  fflnoss  inducted. 

O  occupahon  dependent, 
ft  premium  not  guaranteed 
Source:  London  ft  Country  Mortgages 


Domestic  bliss:  Although  new  men  do  more  at  home,  to  replace  a  wife  in  her  many  rales  will  cost  more  than  £300  a  week 


erpetuals  Offshore  Income  Accumulator 
Fund  offers  you  a  valuable  combination 
of  investment  benefits:  improved  security, 
tax  efficiency  and  flexibility. 

Improved  security,  because  the  fund 
invests  in  bond  and  money  markets  which 
historically  are  a  more  predictable  and 
less  volatile  investment  than  equities. 

Tax  efficient,  because  all  income  is 
reinvested  in  the  fund  allowing  you  to 
benefit  from  compound  returns.  And  you 
can  defer  payment  of  tax  on  income 
earned  until  it  is  most  beneficial  to  you. 
For  example,  when  you  are  paying  a 
lower  rate  of  tax. 

Flexible,  because  you  can  switch  easily 
and  economically  between  classes  in  the 
fund  as  and  when  you  wish. 

For  more  information  on  Perpetual 
Offshore  Income  Accumulator  Fund 
Limited,  call  our  Customer  Services 
Department  on  +44  (0)  1534  607660  or 
send  a  fax  on  +44  (0)  1534  3S918. 


To:  Perpetual  Fund  Managers  (jersey)  Limited.  PO  Box  45V. 
d'Hauteville  Chambers.  Seale  Street.  St  Helier.  Jersey.  JE4  SWS. 
Channel  Islands.  Please  send  me  details  on  the  Offshore 
Income  Accumulator  Fund.  Important:  Pleest  print  firstly. 
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SECURITY, 
TAX  EFFICIENCY 
AND  FLEXIBILITY 


Paricudc 


Perpetual 


TIMM  1204/97 
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Benefit  guides 

to  aid  claimants 


The  Child  Poverty  Action 
Group  has  updated 
three  of  its  benefits 
books  for  1997.  The  Jobseek¬ 
er's  Allowance  Handbook 
gives  a  dear  explanation  and 
evaluation  of  the  benefit  that 
replaced  income  support  for 
unemployed  claimants.  The 
handbook  has  been  expanded 
to  cover  changes  to  the 
scheme  since  die  benefit  was 
introduced  last  year.  Price: 
£6.95  (reduced  to  E2L50  for 
benefit  claimants)  ind  p&p. 

The  twentieth  edition  of  the 
National  Welfare  Benefits 
Handbook  indudes  the  latest 
bousing  benefit  changes  for 
single  people  under  60.  It  also 
covers  income  support  the 
social  fund  and  council  tax 
benefit  Price:  £8.95.  (£3  to 
benefit  daimants). 

The  Rights  Guide  is  written 
for  daimants  and  their  advis¬ 
ers.  It  offers  authoritative 
guidance  on  no n-means- test¬ 
ed  benefits  and  how  to  daim 
them.  Disability  and  incapac¬ 
ity  benefit  maternity  pay  and 
benefits,  statutory  sick  pay 
and  widows’  benefits  are 
covered.  Price:  £8.95  (£3  to 
benefit  daimants). 

Send  a  cheque  or  postal 
order  to  CPAG  Ltd.  1-5  Bath 
Street  London.  ECIV  9PY. 

■  CHEAP  or  interest-free 


loans  provided  by  employers 
are  taxable  as  a  benefit  in  land 
for  directors  and  employees 
earning  more  than  £8500  a 
year.  The  average  official  rate 
of  interest  used  to  calculate 
the  taxable  benefit  from  a  loan 

to  an  employee  by  an  employ¬ 
er  is  6.93  per  cent  for  1996-97. 
There  are  separate  official 

rates  of  interest  for  some  loans 

provided  by  employers  in 
foreign  currencies.  For  quali¬ 
fying  Japanese  yen  loans  for 
199M7  the  rate  is  3.9  per  cent 
and  for  Swiss  franc  loans  it  is 
55  per  cent  Call  the  Inland 
Revenue  on  0171  438  6420  for 
further  information. 

■  PRIVATE  pension  provi¬ 
sion  is  essential  whether 
through  your  employer's 
scheme  or  your  own  private 
plan  —  what  is  at  stake  is  your 
money  and  the  security  of 
your  finances  in  retirement 
says  Pension  Power,  a  new 
guide  book  written  by  Debbie 
Harrison.  The  book  takes  an 
in-depth  look  at  all  aspects  of 
the  pensions  subject  answer¬ 
ing  questions  such  as  what 
happens  to  your  pension  if 
you  are  made  redundant  or 
declared  bankrupt?  Published 
by  John  WOey  &  Sons  on 
April  24.  price  £13.99. 

Lizanne  Rose 
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ANNUAL  INCOME 
Rates  as  at  April  10.  1997 

Investment  (£)  Company 


Standard 
Rate  (%) 


1  Year 


2  Years 


3  Years 


4  Years 


5  Years 


5,000 

10,000 

20,000 

50,000 

AIG  Life  (UK) 

AIG  Life  UIO 

AIG  Ufe  (UIO 

AIG  Life  (UK) 

5.66 

5.85 

5.95 

6.05 

1,000 

10,000 

20,000 

50,000 

Ham  bro  Assured 

AIG  Life  (UK) 
Hambro  Assured 
Ham  bro  Assured 

5.40 

6.05 

6.15 

6£5 

1,000 

10,000 

20,000 

50,000 

Hambro  Assured 

AIG  Life  (UK) 
Hambro  Assured 

AIG  Life  (UK) 

5.80 

6.33 

6.45 

6.53 

1,000 

3,000 

Hambro  Assured 

ITT  London  &  Edin 

6.30 

6.35 

1,000 

3,000 

Hambro  Assured 

ITT  London  &  Edin 

6.30 

7.00 

TIMES  MONEY  INFORMATION  SERVICE 


5IA\pSS,.BESTBii)Y! 

Notice 

Interest 

INSTANT  ACCESS  ACCOUNTS 

Account 

of  term 

Deposit 

Rate 

paid 

Salisbury's  Bank  0500  405060 

Instnt  Access 

Instant 

£1 

5.75 

Yly 

Buckinghamshire  BS  014S4  873064 

Chi  Item  Gold 

Postal 

£5,000 

5.80 

J4Yjy 

Northern  Rock  BS  0500  505000 

Select  Instnt 

Postal 

£5,000 

6.35 

Yly 

Bristol  &  West  BS  0800  901 109 

Instnt  Postal 

Postal 

£10,000 

6.40 

Yly 

Notice 

Interest 

NOTICE  ACCOUNTS  &  BONDS 

Account 

of  term 

Deposit 

Rate 

paid 

Nottingham  BS  0115  956  4422 

Postal  Pius 

30  day  p 

£2,500 

6.40 

Yly 

Northern  Rock  BS  0500  505000 

Select  60 

60  day  p 

£25,000 

6.70 

Yly 

Scarborough  BS  0800  590578 

Scarborough  100  100  day 

£1,000 

6.30 

Yly 

Leeds  &  Holbeck  BS  0500  225777 

Postal  Bonus 

30.6.98p 

£50,000 

7.05 

OM 

Notice 

Interest 

FIRST  TESSAS  (TAX  FREE) 

Account 

of  term 

Deposit 

Rate 

paid 

Bank  of  Ireland  (GB)  0800  971971 

Fxd-Feeder  opt 

5  year 

£3,000 

7.50 

F/YTy 

Sun  Banking  Carp  01436  744505 

Fxd+ Feeder  a/c 

5  year 

£8,575 

7.50 

F/Yly 

West  Bromwich  BS  0990  143668 

5  year 

£3,000 

7.00 

Yly 

Principality  BS  01222  344188 

5  year 

£500 

6.80 

Yly 

V  :  r. 

Interest 

Fee  per 

CREDIT  CARDS 

Card  type 

par  month  APR% 

annum 

RBS  Advanta  0800  077770 

Visa 

0.79%N  9.90%N 

Nil 

Capital  One  Bank  0800  669000 

Visa 

0.79%N  9^0%N 

Nil 

Co-operative  Bank  0800  109000 

Advantage  Visa  0.87%C  10.90% 

Nit 

V  ;  ■  :  personal  Loans  jissrf  buys 

Monthly  payment  on  £3,000  for  3yrs 

PERSONAL  LOANS 

APR 

with  insurance 

no  insurance 

Northern  Rock  BS  0345  421421 

12.90%H 

£112.66 

£102.59 

Lombard  Direct  0800  215000 

13.90%A 

£120.02 

£101^0 

RBS  Direct  0800  121125 

14.00% 

£114.95 

£101.45 

Nb.  A  -  APR  dependent  on  credit  rating,  C  =  no  interest  free  period,  F  =  Fixod  Rats  (all  other  rates  variable).  H  =  Higher  rate 
appBcn  U  insurance  not  arranged,  N  =  mtnoductory  rate  tor  a  limited  period,  OM  =  Interest  paid  on  maturity.  P=  By  Post  only 

*  RATES  SHOWN  ARE  GROSS  AND  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 
PLEASE  CHECK  RATES  BEFORE  INVESTING 
Source:  MoneyFMs.  theMonthiy  Gwte  to  ImestmantS  Mortgage  Rates  (01692  500077] 


PIBS' 


FIXED  RATE 

Gross 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

% 

Gross 

yield 

Minimum 
Issue  purchase 
price  amouit 

Birminqham  Midshires  9375% 

104.30 

8674 

100.17 

1,000 

Bradford  &  Bing  ley 

11.625% 

12866 

9.057 

100.13 

10.000 

Bradford  &  Birtgley 

13.000% 

143.61 

9.053 

10020 

10,000 

Bristol  &  West 

13.375% 

148.37 

9.014 

100.34 

1,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

143.76 

9.043 

100.42 

1,000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

134.83 

8.959 

100.75 

1,000 

First  National 

11.750% 

127.50 

9616 

100.25 

10,000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

100.63 

8.695 

100.62 

50,000 

Halifax 

12.000% 

134.66 

8.593 

10028 

50,000 

Halifax 

13.625% 

154.70 

8.807 

100.00 

50,000 

Leeds  &  Holbeck 

13-375% 

148.70 

8.995 

10063 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

120.38 

8.913 

100.32 

1,000 

Newcastle 

12625% 

140.71 

8.972 

100.45 

1,000 

Northern  Rock 

12.625% 

14268 

8.873 

100.14 

1.000 

Skipton 

12.875% 

143.49 

8.973 

100.48 

1,000 

FLOATING  RATE 


Gross 

coupon 


Buying 

price 


Issue 

price 


Minimum 

purchase 


Cheshire  (30/09-27/03)9.04063% 
First  Nat (22/09-20/03)  9.12031% 


112.00 

101.50 


100.00 

100.00 


1,000 

1,000 


PBS  =  Permanent  W«eat -bearing  shaiee 
Scum  ABN  AMRO  Hove  Govett  —  0171  SOI  0101 


Scwqc  Chambariafci  da  Bro*  01 71  -»34  <222.  Nat  rates.  Income  and  capital  guaranteed. 
Early  au  irendor.  Toth  wry.  Monthly  income  may  be  mutable. 


I 1  Am  ’  Mw  '  Jun ’  *  Jui  '  Aug 1  Sm‘  Oct '  ltm'  Due'*  Jan*  lW  war1  ftp* 


LARGER  LENDERS 


Lender 


Interest 
rate  % 


Loan  Max 
size  % 


Notes 


Building  Societies 
Alliance  &  Leic 
0800  412214 
Woolwich 
Local  Branch 
Nationwide 
0800  302010 

Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
0118  0510100 

I  Bank  of  Soot 
1 121  121 


4.25  to  £250 k 
4.29  £20-200k 
3.09  to  £500k 

0.99  £20-1 45k 

4.25  £150-250k 


90 

50 

75 

95 

90 


Rate  after  3% 
disc  to  1.5.98 
3%  cfisc-6  mth 
plus  3%  cashbk 
3.90%  disc  far 
1  year 

6.50%  dsc-6  mth, 
3%  dsc-6  mtfis 
3%  discount  to 
1.10.07 


Lender 


Interest 
rale  % 


Loan  Max 
size  %  Notes 


Building  Societies 

0800^05^ 
Nottingham  Imper. 
0115  9817220 
Universal 
0191  232  0973 

Banks 

Bank  ol  Ireland 
0118  9510100 
Royal  Bank  of  Scot 
0800121  121 


0.25  £30- 100k  95 
0.75  £25-1 50k  75 


1.24  £20-1 50k  95 


0.99  £20-1 45k  95 
425  £150-250k  90 


629%  dsc-6  mth 
2%-6mth,0.5%-1y 
Fixed  at  0.75% 
untfl  31.128 
6%  cfisc  urrtfl 
1.7.98 

620%dso6mth 
3%  dsc-6  mth 
3%  discount  to 
1.10.97 


Gross  Attatrtfes  UkVnwrimum 
rate  2096  40%  tevestrixSE  Notice 


Contact 


Ordinary  A/c1  1-S* 

Investment  A/C*»  4.75 
Income  Bond*  a  6.00 
First  Opt  Bond*  6.00 
44th  Issue  Certt*  a  5J35 
Children's  Bondt  6.75 
Gen  Ext  Rate  3.51 

Capital  Bonds  s  6.65 
10th  Index  Lrnkedfi  220 
Pensnrs  Bond  S3  a7.00 


120  020  10-10,000**  0645645000 

380  2.85  20-500**7  imth  0645645000 

4.80  3.602 200-25.000**  3mth  0645  646000 
4.80  3,601,000-20,000**  0645645000 

100-10,000  8day  0645645000 
25-1,000  1.(ntti  0645  645000 
0645645000 

532  3.99  100-250,000  8day  0645  645000 
100-10,000  8day  0645  645000 
5,60  420  S0CF50.000s  60day  0645  645000 


■nwwv**?** 

cnxlintufL  '{50&t00.000e&nt*gr*xruie^  Tieied  rates  a&tir. 


purchase),  guaranteec 
SINGLE  UFE  (level  aim) 

i  5  years 
Male: 

paid  m 
Age  60 

omniy  in  i 
Age  65  . 

lavance 
Age  to 

Canada  Life . 

Sun  Lf  of  Can.- 
Standard  Lf~ . 

..Level 

..Level 

..Level 

£9.792 
£9,806 
£9,776 
£9,905- 
£  9,6971 

£10,870 
£10,847  : 
£10,844 
£10.824 
£10,737 

£12*340 

£12,289 

E1U48 

£12,027 

£12,091 

Equitable  Li. . 

Generali  . 

..Level 

..Level 

SINGLE  UFE 

Female: 

Age  SO! 

Age65 

Age  70 

Prudential . . 

Canada  Life . 

Sun  LI  of  Can . 

Generali  . 

Equitable  Li . 

..Level 

..Level 

..Level 

..Level 

..Level 

£9,237- 

£9,096 

£9,066; 

£8,803. 

£8,971 

£10,036 

£9,901 

£9,806 

£9.659 

£9.658 

£11,214 

£11,083 

£10,896 

£10,843 

£10,617 

JOINT  UFE,  2/3  WIDOWS 
(level  annuity) 

Male: 

Female: 

Age  60 
Age  55> 

AgeS 
Age  60 

Age  70 
Age  65 

..Level 

£8.671 

£9,287 

£10,163 

Sun  Lf  of  Can . 

..Level 

£8,690 

£8,726' 

£9.264 

£9,217 

£10,083 
£  9,951 

Equitable  Lf . 

Stalwart . 

..Level 

..Level 

£8,660- 

E8.486- 

£9,186 

£9,153 

£9,910 

£9,930 

Source?  AmjJyOrect  <0171  5889333} 


Statistics  compiled  by  Liza  fine  Rose 


Lender 


Interest 
rate  % 


Loan 

size 


Max' 

% 


Notes 


Building  Societies 
Bristol  &  West 
0800  119955 
Newbury 
01635  43676 
Halifax 

01422  333333 


4.99 

£1 5k+ 

95 

Rate  fixed  until 
1.3.98 

3.99 

£15-150k 

95 

3%  discount  for 
12  months 

4.25  no  min/max 

95  - 

3%  discount  until 
31.5.99 

Banks 

Bnk  of  Ireland 
0118  9510100 
TS8  Bank 
0500  758000 


0.99  £20-1 45k 
321  £15k+ 


95 

95 


6.50%  disc  6  mths 
3%  disc  6  mths 
3.74%  dso-1  year, 
2%dsc+£500cshbk 


Larger  lenders,  loans  md  bst-dme  buyers  tables  by  BU/s  Guides  Lid.  (0175388048$. 
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How  could  a  change  of  government 
affect  your  investments? 

Cali  us  for  your  free  action  plan. 
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^Profitable  Peps  —  but  for  whom? 
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From  Mr  D.G.  Pearson 
Sir,  I  have  always  believed 
that  a  quick  calculation  shows 
there  is  no  real  benefit  in 
personal  equity  plans  for  most 
of  us.  (typical  dividend  5  per 
cent,  tax  on  this  l  per  cent, 
typical  management  charge  I 
percent).  Only  those  For  whom 
capital  gains  tax  is  an  issue 
really  benefit. 

However.  I  have  only  re¬ 
cently  realised  how  very  ex¬ 
pensive  Peps  can  actually  be. 

My  wife  holds  shares  in  the 
BP  General  Pep,  run  by  Mid¬ 
land  Stockbrokers  sponsored 
by  BP.  Last  year,  BP  provided 
the  option  of  taking  dividends 

Keeping  up 
standards 

From  M  rs  NJiagshaw 
Sir.  In  reply  to  Mr  Purnell'S 
question  “is  it  always  this 
difficult  to  get  money  out  of  the 
Soots?".  (Scots  take  their  re¬ 
venge,  March  22)  —  no  it  is 
not.  My  husband  had  an  end¬ 
owment  policy  with  Standard 
Life,  due  to  mature  on  Febru¬ 
ary  15.  1995.  The  cheque  was 
posted  from  the  Edinburgh 
office  on  February  9.  in  good 
time  to  be  in  our  bank  account 
before  the  maturity  date. 

Having  read  various  horror 
stories  in  the  newspapers 
about  delays  in  maturity  pay¬ 
ments.  we  were  expecting  sim¬ 
ilar  service.  We  were  pleasant¬ 
ly  surprised  both  by  the  prom¬ 
ptness  of  the  issue  of  the 
cheque  and  by  the  fact  that  we 
were  kept  informed  of  the  pro¬ 
cedures  involved  in  the  repays 
ment  of  the  mortgage  and  the 
progress  made,  from  two 
months  before  maturity  date. 
Yours  faithfully. 

NORMA  BAGSHAW, 

59  Clement  Road. 

Marple  Bridge,  Stockport. 

■  Letters  to  Weekend  Money  can 
be  sent  by  fax  10  0171-787  5082.  but 
The  Times  regrets  it  cannot  give 
individual  replies.  No  legal 
responsibility  can  be  accepted  Tor 
the  advice  given  in  these  columns 
and  professional  advice  should 
always  he  sought  on  investments. 


in  new  shares  rather  than  in 
cash.  This  option  is  just  as 
available  to  ordinary  share¬ 
holders  as  ii  is  to  Pep  manag¬ 
ers.  However.  Midland  tell  me 
that  tax  cannot  be  reclaimed 
on  such  scrip  issues.  The  only 
tax  they  can  reclaim  is  on  the 
small  difference  between  the 
full  dividend  and  the  value  of 
the  whole  number  of  shares 
allocated  —  something  less 
than  £1. 

Midland  clearly  thought 
that  they  deserved  a  greater 
reward  for  this,  so  last  year 
they  increased  the  annual 
charge  from  a  flar  E10  to  03 
per  cent  (about  E50  in  our 


and  still  considerably  less 
than  most  Peps).  Of  course,  in 
order  to  collect  their  £50  they 
have  to  reduce  the  number  of 
scrip  shares  and  take  parr  of 
the  dividend  in  cash. 

In  short,  the  only  service 
they  provide  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  fee  is  to  raise  enough 
cash  to  col  leer  their  fee.  Last 
November's  statement  read: 
Scrip  dividend  17  shares.  Cash 
dividend  £9.65.  Management 
Fees  £1Z73.  Tax  Credit  re¬ 
claimed  E2.41. 

Yours  faithfully. 

D.  PEARSON. 

Moravka.  Beech  Grove, 
Amersham,  Buckinghamshire. 


Call  for  a  recount 
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From  Mr  R.  Breckman 
Sir.  A  postscript  to  my  rec¬ 
ent  letters  about  the  efficien¬ 
cy  problems  at  Lloyds 
Bank.  We  asked  for  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  a  balance  on  a 
client's  account 
The  certified  response 
was  £566.  It  should  have 


been  £193,025.  A  slight  dif¬ 
ference  of  El  92.459  but  who 
is  counting?  Certainly  not 
Lloyds  Bank. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROBERT  BRECKMAN. 
Breckman  &  Company, 
Chartered  Accountants, 

49  South  Molton  Street  Wl. 


The  rack  for 

pension 

providers 

From  Mr  F.  Beecheno 
Sir,  Referring  to  John  Tray- 
nert  very  measured  letter  (A 
simple  way  to  reduce  pension 
costs.  March  22).  the  rime  has 
surely  come  that  personal 
pensions  providers  should  be 
coerced  further  into  providing 
meaningful  figures  to  enable 
their  customers  to  judge  not 
only  their  effective  charging 
but  also  their  performance. 

The  annual  pensions  state¬ 
ments  I  have  seen  are  marvels 
of  deceit  by  omission:  no  indi¬ 
cation  of  deductions,  no  com¬ 
parison  of  performance,  it 
need  nor  be  this  way.  but  I  see 
no  sign  of  pensions  compan¬ 
ies  striving  to  rectify  this 
second  scandal.  1  recommend 
an  annual  face-to-face  with 
pensions  representatives  lo 
put  to  them  pointed  questioas 
over  their  outrageous  charges 
and  pedestrian  performance. 
Yours  faithfully, 

FRANCIS  BEECHENO. 

46  South  Park  Road. 
Wimbledon. 

Voting  with 
our  feet 

From  Ms  A. Freer 
Sir.  1  write  to  support  the 
excellent  lener  from  the  Bish¬ 
op  of  Beverley  (Halifax  board 
has  moral  duty  m  disabled. 
March  29)  about  the  lack  oF 
moral  responsibility  on  rhe 
part  of  members  of  the  Board 
of  the  Halifax  Building  Society 
in  denying  shares  to  disabled 
customers  young  and  old. 

1  am  a  friend's  receiver  and 
hold  her  account  and  my  own 
at  the  Woolwich,  which  has 
the  same  policy  as  the  Halifax 
—  denial  of  shares  to  those 
whose  right  it  is  to  have  them. 
There  musr  be  hundreds  of  us 
who  will  be  moving  accounts 
after  the  conversion  unless 
their  policy  is  changed  by  law. 
Yours  faithfully. 

ANNA  FREER, 

39  Hexham  Road,  SE27. 


Societies’  scourge  plans  fourth  Bill 

Douglas  French,  (he  Tory  candr-  holders  at  their  building  societies.  his  first  Act  compulsory  rather  than  vol- 

date  for  Gloucester,champian  of  In  piloting  three  Bills  through  the  untary.  Under  the  Building  Societies 
the  rights  of  building  society  House,  Mr  French  has  equalled  a  record  point  Account  Holders)  Act  1995,  societ- 


Douglas  French,  (he  Tory  candi¬ 
date  for  Gloucester,champion  of 
the  rights  of  building  society 
savers,  plans  a  fourth  Private  Member’s 
Bflf  to  force  converting  societies  to  give 
free  shares  to  all  their  customers  when 
they  float  on  the  Stock  Exchange.  This 
would  finally  end  the  injustice  done  to . 
thousands  of  of  savers  who  have  been  ex¬ 
cluded  from  bunding  society  payouts  be¬ 
cause  they  are  the  second-named  holders 
on  accounts.  Under  current  rules,  only 
first-named  accountholders  benefit 
As  an  MP.  Mr  French  has  demonstrat¬ 
ed  remarkable  skill  and  luck  in  piloting 
two  Private  Member’s  Bills  through  Parl¬ 
iament  under  its  Ten-Minute  Rule  in  the 
past  two  years.  Both  sought  to  extend  the 
scope  of  payouts  from  mutual  building 
societies  when  they  float  or  merge  with 
listed  companies.  The  latest  which 
^.enshrined  the  rights’ of  disabled  savers, 
t?  received  Royal  Assent  just  as  Parliament 
was  prorogued  for  the  general  election. 
The  Times  led  the  campaign  for  die 
rights  of  thousands  of  disabled  savers, 
unable  to  manage  their  own  financial 
affairs  who  were  second-named  account 


holders  at  their  building  societies. 

In  piloting  three  Bills  through  the 
House,  Mr  French  has  equalled  a  record 
only  previously  achieved  by  Roy  Jenkins, 
now  Lord  Jenkins  of  Hiilhead,  and  Sir 
Gerald  Nabarro  in  the  1960s.  “I  need  a 
third  one  to  see  off  the  opposition."  said 
.  Mr  FTench.  If  reelected,  fie  intends  to 
introduce  a  one-line  amendment  making 
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French:  equalled  the  record 


his  first  Act  compulsory  rather  than  vol¬ 
untary.  L'nder  the  Building  Societies 
point  Account  Holders)  Act  1995,  societ¬ 
ies  can  include  in  their  share  windfalls 
savers  such  as  widowers,  newlyweds  and 
divorcees  who  are  the  named  second  on 
joint  accounts.  Mr  French  said  all  the 
societies  that  have  embarked  on  demut¬ 
ualisation  since  the  passing  of  the  Joint 
Holders  Act  —  Alliance  &  Leicester. 
Halifax,  Northern  Rock  and  Woolwich — 
had  only  applied  the  Act  for  widowers,  on 
the  grounds  that  it  is  administratively  too 
complex  “Just  a  cop  out"  he  said.  The 
Alliance  &  Leicester  has,  however,  made 
concessions  to  its  disabled  savers  and  the 
Northern  Rock  will  pay  £1  million  into 
charities  for  the  disabled  by  way  of 
compensation  for  the  lost  payouts. 

Mr  French,  who  defends  a  majority  of 
6.000,  is  confident  the  amendment  would 
be  approved  as  it  would  not  make  the  Ad 
retrospective  and  is  manifestly  just  “The 
building  societies  have  excluded  millions 
of  members  from  sharing  in  conversions. 
They  should  not  get  away  with  it." 

Gavin  Lumsden 
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SPECIAL  EDITION 
LOAN  BOND 

Guaranteed  Fixed  repayments 
to  year  2000 


Think  all  unsecured  loans  are 

the  same?  Think  again.  At 

Mercantile  Credit  we  have  used 

our  buying  expertise  to  secure 

preferential  rates  which  are 

being  passed  on  to  you  the 

customer.  This  is  a  strictly 

* 

limited  pre-election  offer;  so. 


KEY  PRODUCT  FEATURES 


Preferential  rates  over  High  Street  lenders 
Option  to  borrow  from  £3,000  to  £10,000 
Option  to  repay  over  2  or  3  years 
No  administration  charges 
No  deposit  required 
Guaranteed  quick  decision 


you  must  apply  by  April  30, 
1997  at  the  latest. 

If  you’re  over.  25,  in  regular 
employment  and  have  an  annual 
income  of  £10,000  or  more,  call 
free  now’  to  find  out  how  you 
can  empower  yourself  with  a 
Mercantile  Credit  loan. 


COMPETITIVE  HIGH  STREET  RATES 
TO  BORROW  £3.000  OVER  2  YEARS 


Lender 

%  APR 

Mercantile  Credit 

14.6 

TSB 

18.9 

Lloyds 

16.9 

Nat  West 

15.9 

M  E  RCANTILE 
CREDIT 


PHONE  OUR  BOND  HOTLINE  NOW  -  QUOTING  REF  4697 

0800  111  777 


BARCLAYS  BANK  PLC  TRADING  AS  MERCANTILE  CREDIT.  REGISTERED  OFFICE  54  LOMBARD  STREET.  LONDON  EC3P  3AH.  REGISTERED  (N  ENGLAND  REG.  NO.  1026167. 
BARCLAYS  BANK  PLC  18  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  BANKING  OMBUDSMAN  SCHSDE.  LOANS  ARE  NOT  AVAILABLE  TO  PB3SONS  UNDER  25 'YEARS  OF  AGE.  SUBJECT  TO  STATUS. 
PLEASE  NOTE  THAT  SOME  CALLS  MAY  BE  RECORDED  OR  MONITORED  FOR  TRAINING  PURPOSES.  MERCANTILE  CREDIT.  FREEPOST.  PO  BOX  281.  LIVERPOOL  LB9.  WRITTEN 
QUOTATIONS  AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST  FROM  THIS  ADDRESS.  A  TYPICAL  EXAMPLE  WOULD  BE  A  LOAN  OF  E3.000  REPAID  OVER  24  MONTHS  WITH  THE  PAYMENT  PROTECTOR 
PLAN.  PREMIUM  £337.44,  MONTHLY  REPAYMENT  OSS  7B.  TOTAL  AMOUNT  PAYABLE  £3494.72.  WITHOUT  THE  PAYMENT  PROTECTOR  PLAN.  MONTHLY  REPAYMENT  E143.B2.  TOTAL 
AMOUNT  PAYABLE  E3.44&BB.  THE  APR  IS  FIXED  AT  14.6%. 


The  Flexible  Mortgage 
See.  Page  38 


IT'S  EASY  TO  GET  MORE 

We  regularly  pay  up  to  30%  MORE*  than  the  surrender  value 
for  with  profits  endowment  and  whole  life  policies. 

Life  Company  Offered  £16,31  T 

PoGcy  Portfolio  Price  £21,100  ^  lV-xT  7- 

DonH  lose  out  -  kUUUL 

contact  PoBcy  PortfoSo  Pic  today.  PORTFOLIO 

ReguMdtyttePeraonallniiasimrtfeaimy  jijJ. 


WITAN 


Tax  free 
Managed  free 

Call  free 


Not  only  is  Witan  Investment  Company  pic  So  you'll  certainty  be  spreading  the  risk  in 
available  as  a  tax  free  investment  in  the  form  ..  the  run  up  to  the  election.  And  if  you  are  in 


of  a  PEP,  hut  we  are  now  offering  free  PEP 
management  until  30  September  1997  on 
**■.  i^p  sum  investments  of  £6000  received 
before  1 6  May  1997.  Witan  is  one  of  the  UK’s 
oldest  and  largest  investment  trusts  and  one 
of  the  very  few  that  invests  in  as  many  as 
200  companies  spread  right  across  the  globe. 


need  of  any  further  reassurance,  consider 
this:  Witan  has  grown  by  102%*  over  five 
years  against  just  94%*  from  the  MSCI 
World  Index.  For  further  details,  complete  and 
return  ihe  coupon  or  call  us  free  today  on: 

^  0800  212  256 

Oaoung  reTereocr  WTTREN  2  One*  open  ■tara-Spm.  Mon-Fn. 


—  - -  -  ’  .  >hmi>ch  I  he  Whan  PEP.  call  i*=  free  on  0800  212  256  or  complete  jud 

To  find. out  ImJZ  SlJSlL ra.  FREEPOST.  Ncwtaj.  RGB  I BR  ReT  WP7  T!  IWB  72H 


Henderson 

Investors 


_ _  —  - -  „  nrtcf  lol,|  return  un  *  i*U  Rurbet  »■  -id  iwrfctl  bub  »ilh  nrt  t«Mn 

*  Source-  A1TC  Sendees  Lid  St/tm  bewrf  •  |hal  performance  a  HBl  unwarily  ■  gmidt  is  falan  perfanaanre. 

.  .  n (iodine  transaction  CMU.  Mean  .V,,  tlx  u  ■  rnall  of  mrtcl  and  raimn  Cu«fH*t*on»  and  >00 

stsslizz.  -  ^EThEr-*  Z  g 

«,  bad  die  nrttfnaUy ”  ■  |„„|«  is  Ibr  nnc  nndrr  "bkrh  Kndm»  Innun  Uia.ird  and 

>««■  WM**  J  IMRO  and  ihr  PrraaaaJ  ln.rfl-«n  Ambtriiyi  and  llcndcnn 

Attain  terra  lion  Lt™***-  I™**"  - 


UK 


Did  you  know  that  to  receive  the  maximum  pension 
available,  you  would  typically  have  to  be  a  member  of  the 
same  company  pension  scheme  for  40  years? 

Or  that  changing  your  job,  even  once,  could 
dramatically  reduce  your  pension?  So  that,  just  when  you 
have  more  time  to  enjoy  life,  you  have  less  money. 

Topping  up  your  company  pension  with  an  Equitable 
Free-Standing  Additional  Voluntary  Contribution  Scheme 
can  help  bridge  the  gap. 

You  make  contributions  from  your  gross  income,  with 
tax  relief  at  the  highest  rate  you  pay. 

Remember  that  the  value  of  tax  relief  available  will 
depend  on  individual  circumstances,  and  that  current 
legislation  can  change  in  the  future. 

What’s  more,  we  don’t  believe  in  paying  commission  to 
third  parties  for  the  introduction  of  new  business. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  by  post  and  by 
telephone  call  (0990)  38  48  58.  or  return  the  coupon  below. 

www.  eq  uitahle.co.uk 


Infarmfluor/atlvke  wiS  only  be  given  on  Eq  unable  poop  produns 
Retaliated  by  the  Persortii  Investment  Authority 
THE  ElXirr ABLE  UFE.  FHXFOST.ff ALTON  SIMFT.  ATLESJKfT.  KJCXKOHAMSHniE  KP2I  TSi 

[*Ta:The  Life  FREEPOST.  Vfrkon  Soeet  AYLESBURY.  Bucks  HP21 7BR  l 

I  I  *.<uld  «daxnc  informs  non  on  The  Equhabte's  Frce-Sunding  AVC  ptuu  Q  | 

!  TMVE7C  * 


NAME  ( Mr  Mu  Mail 


Hi  pp-**.  j-kl  tk, » d  mr* 

tewdru**  *  tome're  «<W*J  prin 
M-WLrni*  UJliEin  fn*i  ir 

plD«irt»»hn,  p 


The  Equitable  Life  i 

You  profit  from  our  principles  j 


Did  you  know  tin*  Kovennneril 
allows  you  to  save  from  £10  to  £25 
a  montli  witli  a  friendly  sodvty 
completely  free  of  tax?9'  And  while 
vmir  savinss  are  "rmring  tax  free, 
you  can  look  forward  to  a  fimd  hinip 
sum.  also  entirely  free  of  tax. 

Scottish  Friendly  lias  ;ui  ^ _ ^ 

excellent  with  profits  track 

R-cord  and  our  ten  year  f  /v»w  - 

[dun  offers  yon:  I  [ 

■  A  guaranteed  '  ■  •1  mO' 

minimum  return  "  ' 

■  The  prospect  of 
tax  free  annual 
bonuses 

■  A  lump  sum  final  payment 
entirely  Free  of  tax 

■  The  choice  of  paying 
monthly,  annually  or  in  a 
lump  sum 

Every  member  of  your  family 
etui  save  tax  free,  so  don't  miss  out. 

For  more  infiimiation.  return  the 
eon  [ion  to  the  address  below  or 
cal!  us  free  today. 

S«viUtJr  Frit’iiiibj  Amimikv. 

FRFEP<  tST.  A/iiiri tf  5 23. 

ClniigfW  02  1ST. 

CALL  Fit  EE  QVOTIHC-  TM12&W7 


■3s  0800  585  625 


Fl(«si‘  si-mi  ini'  linin'  iuiianulioii  mi  lJ\  fni- 
«niii|<  uilli  SimIIkIi  Rirmlh 

Title _ Surname _ 

FtisI  name _ 

Addrcs> _ 


Teleptinne _ 

hib4  4  futiari 

hulm-  l-bl^rJr'ASiUidiSih  I^^II  Md  Pk«ili"f 
"I  J>ii  al  Jlm-.iimiw'rfiHir  lni  ..  tlk  litsul'  -«ik- 


DON’T 

MISS  OUT 
ON  YOUR 

CHANCE  TO 

SAVE 

AX 

FREE 


ficjify  Imhnj  anil  fivl  ii 
FREE  CORKSCREW 

iuid  de tails  nf  liirtlier 
free  gibs,  with  voiir  polay 


Dole  of  hirth  i  ImiU  THi  _ / _ / _  5 

No.  of  people  hi  homehokL  1 

Xdullk _ Ctiitdrcn _  ■ 

Fri,ii  liliH'  In  IniK  .Hi-nn  »tnttiinili'(iii|,iifiill*t  Si.JImTi 

Kui  ihII;  lanliuli  ami  uniti iilm'li  w  1I1I11L  un  la  til 
hitm-tl  In  1 1 m  If  um  iIiii^uiJi  In  nivti*  llir.  uikanulimi 
•  a  L  I lir.  law  | — |  _ 

D  Scottish^ 
Friendly  tip 

A  Cairer  weiidy 

limbfirf  I  rtf  tf«  tuflu* 

XVfc£r»tdftii|%inhlili«ilt  hidi-fti  Franalh  ^vrxWt. 


44  UNIT  TRUST  PRICES 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  APRIL  12 1997 
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IAEiA&ta  Gill  64J5  ■  4-  064  638 
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StoUHfef 
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BBS  9ZS1  + 
SM  340.78  +; 

WH*  moost 

50®  5198  4- 

sets  ax  *  : 


CfW  OF  LEMON  IHTIST  MRS  UD 
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♦  an  za 
«U7  IK 
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01634898000 
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C4pM  mSZ  3324  +  U23  256 
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COKSESTBiT  I8BT  T?7  M9fT  CO  LTD 

0171 407  68® 
CerTOHUI 

J/JB 

39® 

+  on 

306 

COOKE  (HENRY)  MV  AIDS  LID 
080058026 

to*  19560  20810  +  150  1  78 

ham  7601  SDK  +  065  4® 

htvpem  nOl  8412  ♦  074  flJO 

RbsW  11450  IK  XI  +  060  262 

CO-OP  PERSON  FDS  UT  MSS  LTD 

0171  2839494 

EqriiDU  108290  10790D  323 


CTHUT  SUISSE  8WFDS(W)  LTD 
01277800370 

MNbH  117.10  124 50t  +  HO  1® 

MU  30350  32380  ♦  410  43« 

o-bs m  81000  88170  +1470  4  34 

Sana  Cos  24100  2S650  *  280  092 

4+ Aero  WOO  322.10  *  150  082 

QnftrtMo  10650  11320  +  VS  128 

HbtbCPM#  8765  9345  HI  ui 


DNBS0ML1STUEMTLTD 
0171 470 1634 

gttt&lCOS  161250  188400  +1450  . 

IIMCb  230450  240420  +17X  275 


DBCREimUOT  UHT  RM  IMS 
01713776819 

take  24250  25440  -  3)0  114 


EACH  STAS  UMTl 
OI242  577 5S5 
IKMmcrdhc 
IKWKIekc 

■4+ton 

IEM&FHb 
DnmMOffs 
or  EM  Cm/ 

Eta  hero  ft 


1*3)  19440  +  +20  10 
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5404  5223  +  OX  666 


0141 2236020 
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1 67 

U  i5 

«at  - 

av 
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SallMU.  6<ii  £>96: 
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Shares  retreat  on  US  worries 

TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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r  199  Atari  Qp|  217  * 

515  Mae  Grpt  635  - 

■  273V Her.  top  279*.- 

723%  Iten  (top  Plel  Z2B*.- 

;  77V  tta  Ifeaml  bd  35% 

r  24*,  (tony  Cams  26V 

:  TtCVtarewt  726V- 

43  Pbandrii  56*: 

750  Pa  emu  jam  840 

r  SGVQBriel  230 

r  1017  V  tori*  tUB*:- 

,  STSVtluttairt  579  - 

iffi  Eettl  Ha  37BV* 

SChSoot  tvt  687%+ 

.  4GV5aataKV  51V - 

15  Sear  Kras  17V- 

480  5auir.  5)4 

r  TCVtatog  PM  »■: 

46V  into  lama?  hih 

173  Fenmn  cur  ITS  ♦ 

i  llGB'itamson  top  i307v+ 

■  W.-Tnmh  toy  472  - 

M8  Utsss  IVf  i»i 

G57VUMM  Haart  7T8V- 

i  55V  VTR  65v 

'  167V  bool  Aouil  132*. 

236  WPP  250  - 

:  K'.-Wibnradbn  12)  + 

llS7<jTakrtR  IVt  H03%- 


1 9  51 1 

V  79  Mfl 

V  219  51 


44C3V  3916V  tog  Are  CjbI  . 
3331*.  31Eft*iAag  Am 
494GV  4231'i  tog  Ann  tod 
2Fi  l.'VAr.po  Fto  He-. 
<t-  rr.-AiLdB  hi 
9a3'l  Tlt'+ASbOUl 
ID5V  S^AJdrm 
W1V  147  Arem 

710  125  B*ri* 

417.  339*:Betau 

jj*:  26%  Sirii 
87  52  Btows 

33%  igvBou^atrtle 
0V  OVteheft 
961  854*.  CRA 

504'.  j?;*,  Catad  PjcSc 
109*:  77*.  Cons  Muritto 
21211 1660  Dd  Beer* 

49*.  JE’.Deeflari 

711  546%0i«*«ntfli 

W9'.  424  DnrtBi 
116V  X'.-E  Rand  tod 

.11'-  I5V£  Rarnl  Prm 
327,  };L'.  Etaodsunl 
277*-  181  Ena  Dima  Or 
4B9*,  U0*.Eareto 
551V  407V  Fi  Cans 

W.  60  FS  Dei 
1790V  1406'.  GFGA 
Ml  209  (bn 
111*-  IHVGttd  Farit  Pmp 
20  1?  Smadi  R  K 

ITT.  KT.  Grown 
14V.  HSVGmm  Cos 
548>.  454*.- nmon 
BE8V  575  lopfta  nn 
71*.-  57'.hdfcUi 
559*.  433  Kknl 

29  21  Uebritan 

V.  77%  MM 
15®-.  1716V  Mbttftat 
91V  7IV«bndi 
162  131  Mnfca#rt 

8  B  HSU* 

88V  nvHomandy 
2D7*.  lETVHddh 
389  •  325  Pettfing  m 
J65V  222*.  RGC 
451%  351 V  FIB 

®s*,  Boo  urn 

55V  44%Rachiwd 
30V.  2B5Vtenkfdeln 
1058V  737VftsHig 
44V  33*.  3  Brian 
J97V  np.a  Httoo 
348*.  28SV  tos  Greta 
191  142V  34*00  PK*c 

1858V  lEdBVSotanl  I 
37V  19  StAonfertH 

4793V  3512% Vto  Ash 
»  16  VMfc  CM  2 

l  CP.  Water  Hd0 
435  <3(1  mate  Bale 

7162V  IGOSVWtaen  two 
<18  3Ci'.Htstan  trig 
M5  66V2rifla  Copper 


2  18  175 

19 

58  29 
Pi  21  2SF 


V  7ft  273 

V  54  75' 
IV  17  59  0 

Pa  20  3i3 
IV  13  189 
6ft  103 
126 

5V  3  4  324 

V  08  186 

p!  19  . 

V  207  52 

2*.  3?  38ft 


I  37  135 

IV  11  231 

4  02  .. 

5V  31  93 
IP:  5J  5ft 
14  3fi  186 

V  81  . 

TV  ta  211 

3ft  2S  247 

V 

Iff.  20  <20 
T.  42  170 
11 

72  . 

25  U  .. 
61  . 


OILS,  GAS 


138V  113%  AHrt  God 
2*.  r.ACtaW  He/ 
101V  60VAU5  01  &  GB 
47%  S',  tan  Pm 

15421:  788%  Or  Bam 
186*:  134  88 
760  662  Brfttatatat 

7%  ?  BUM  Aeraites 

1109  MP:B aante  CaaM 
639  <15  Can  Enaw 
77*,  55  Contain 
I?4%  C«  CRlfr  FW 
30V  11*.  Crtoo  Res 
2*V  14Mton  M 
7  IVtaoon  D8 

34  24*.  Edbi  cm  &  fct 

J*.  JVfinaaSJ  Enony 

(SIS  605  bdreprtart 
IP,  lOVFnkDt 
334V  TUVVtoril  OS 
a  5  U  lord  ft  Gup 

IBS',  M  JO  I MS  &BA 
2SSTr  716%LMMDt 
47%  42  Lean  iHct 
97  5r.Unina4 
3559V  ZBJI'.Wnt  Hpta 
19*.  lP,(lwioo# 

146V  I11VOB  Saarii 
5fi*.  C  Prior 
43*.  3i%Pwtren 
5T,  ATVPdlenaM  Rs 
£05  SiS'.taVb 
CI13V  C100V  Royal  CUi  FI 
1075  5900  Sdrbutagei 
79V  51  5BMd 

1105  989%  EM 

5346-'.  46GBV  loBJ 

71%  12V  ID. 


133V  . 

2*. 

E  +  4V 
26V  . 

1398%+  W, 
IBTV+  2V 

687%-  8 

987V  -  1* 
SB7*i-  1 
59V 
I2D 

15V+  2 
25V-  V 
2 

XV-  SV 
5 

606%  -  5% 
1ft  .. 
292% 

TV 

»% 

226-6 
<2*,  ..  1 
B8V+  **  . 
28BIV-  3r, 
19 

l»V+  2*. 
56  +  V. 
«*.+  V 
43V-  IV 
546V-  ft 
H05V+  71V 
6416V -I2BV 
S3  -  4 
1059':+  4 
4996'.-  62V 
15 


OTHER  FINANCIAL 


101V  92%  Menton  Trt 
365V  250  Amewol 
123',  lOf.-BMIll 
07%  67%Beny  ft*  Md 
583  773  Store  hi 

M3  1 87%  Brem  taHmt 
787V  747%Ctalonat 
26®  225  CanHSl 
470  360  Cato  AAn 
332  M3  Orient 
21  *V  192'.-Ch*te  laybdt 
60V  C.-Obl** 

447  XthOot  Aon 
ISTi  154  01  GrtMPl 
610  542%  BM 

66%  KP.fcril 
3GSV  770  Gcnard 
2fS%  224  Hantas 
1430  1175  Hettbrnn 
96  S4%bnErtineid  Co 
KTh  719*:lwry  Stale 
228  !97%Jjrdon  MT 
133%  llT’iJnbnabi  Fiy 
495  465  Lrapott  J 

503V  429VLtortv  btt| 
«r,  299%  Lot  Fortaflngl 
229%  209%  London  FridK 
111%  91*,  Lon  Ecu  R 
MOV  172%  Urn  fflSr 
14S71.-  ID9r,U  ft  G 
IC8V  1172V  BUM 
ITS*.-  iiJVPawm 
7785  2280  Pttpriri 
612%  507  FTOeaenrf 

337  X3  (oftxnr  Br. 
£D':  47VRd  Gtariant 


97V-  1 
317  +  4 
111% 

77V 

344  -  2%  . 

184 

747V  -  FV 
2500 
437V 
317 
192*, 

60 

445  .  JV 
139*, 

5*6% 

62  ♦  V 
349 

M2  +  V 
1296 
95V 
20 
222V 

131V-  1 
490+15 
459 

373%+  8V 
315% 

98 

ITS*, 

1X0  -  V 
IMS’,-  15% 
154% 

2517% +  7% 
565  -  I 
24% 

47V 


1997 

Hr»  Lp»  Sbto 

l*3»ir  114=%,  Ires  11V6MBM7 

110*V  105**  Treas  thfi  2007 

*  HWV  rflMh  Rare  9*7088 

l06**ii  101  Inal  B*  2009 


INVESTMENT  TRUSTS 


I  484%  31  504’ 

>27  Aderbati  Sadr  241 
177  AtoHdi  Sm  Wts.  1*3 
.’I'.-Ablrusl  Ereog  82  + 

66VNaiua  Nri  X  ?7% 
19.":«ienB  N  Dam  201% 
2112%  Aittaiccl  222S  ■ 

317  Arnuban  frurtl  3j9’-  - 
47)':  Anglo  &  0*A|  508  - 
97V *«d  Oops  S7’. 
73  Euitc  CiBad  121  74  - 

i  t?7V6*tebs1  2M 

5S  Banep  t  m  £u  B9*. 

r  380  Dswig  Iribdel  40G  - 

,  98VS  Asset,  103% 
107  lb  Erqwe  Vet  116 
:  CT.-Br  Im  261 

,  [5%  Ebadlkan  85'. 

37  feme  ae% 

113  PZWCaMt  l'*L- 

569'-  Canine  698 

61  Ctnnl  Fin  Cash  ?•% 

,  M9VCorO  AsMff  239'- 
72  Qmae  hr  bc|  78% 
SO  Dqby  Cap  ilTV* 

•  iffl'iDotiy  to  I  i6iv 
r  711  Du«](i  tar  Gf  771 

■  W.-Aiadn  Sb*  365 

153'rDwata  Writ.  IS6V- 


■-  06 
*.  105  103 
07 

IV  3 1  372 
I  21  SB  I 
:  2.J  529 

03 


1  2.«  452 

56  180 
V  1  I 
28  38b 
19 

26  05 
*.-  84  137 
IS 


19  9  ?0 
50  721 
ii  S3 
1%  14  0.’ 


110%  *OP« 

1£|1%  100"%, 

WFt  l04*u 

in'.  iorv 

I01*r  100V 

110>.  107**r 


105V  I04'» 
in'.  109%» 

108%.  l«"r 

99V:  97»p 

Iia"lr  10ft, 

106%  1D4V 

10**%,  1D7%» 

119'-  11S*+ 

ny*s  i«% 


bets  71  H91 
liras  8*A  1997 
Eta  in  497 
Eri*9W1998 
liras  7*rt  1998 
Tods  Ml  19984)1 
liras  Iff.l  1998 
£■*121  1998 
Iran  9"te  1999 
frir  12.%  1999 
Iran  1DAA 1999 
Ions  611999 
Crib  Iff.l  1999 
Coir  91  MOO 
Tibs  81  2000 
1009  1  31  2000 
Tub  101  2001 
TiSSTlJDOl 


LONGS  (over  15  years) 
yj  11%  8P.  Irrasft 


8iv  at*. 

Ilfr-V,  IQ9V 

116%.  109*. 


Iim6'.1»10 
Cm  91201 1 
lien  91 2012 


eg.  1IB*»  no*,*.* 

W*Vr  tans  551 2008-  II 

ere,  10P-  IDffV,  In*.  81 2013 

7*  IWV:  «**r  In  7*W1  WZ-lS 

»7=a,  101V:  liras  81  .*015 

s«  115*%.-  103*-  liras  8*.l  2017 

10ft.  U «*-  7:817071 

716 

7M  UNDATED 

733 

7  J5  47*r  43**®  ttiU13':*( 

33%.  30"-  lrne2%l 

5ft,  49V,  C»E0fc41 


MEDIUMS  (5  to  15  years) 


INDEX-LINKED  or  prafecfedtnffction  of; 


109', 

102%: 

lHH9Vk.?JQ? 

Iras  8%  JJB 

1QF.  -  “s  887 

lOT:  -  **  7® 

138 

749 

114% 

llJ”* 

■uasamitfrt 

lljft 

111% 

lrare  Itn.DO] 

11?+,  '**■  892 

746 

187  ft 

194%. 

Inrel.'HW 

IBS'.  - 

nr*r 

liras  1 15%  MOI-W 

1IV%-  -  '»  mo 

7  37 

184%. 

isr» 

lrrasl  2%%  ?TO3 

181*-  - 

E"s 

Fml  3VS.  lWHM 

ET-x  .  +  4  11 

634 

120ft 

117ft 

ISBMW200I 

llfftl  - 

109"» 

Cat,  V\  MW 

110%  -  to  859 

761 

195ft 

IX 

ta»H.R2006 

190%  - 

94*. 

liras  P-V  2004 

95%  -  "»  7® 

756 

176ft 

170"|| 

iron  1 7%%  20D9 

170**-  - 

101+%, 

!r*K  8*A  2005 

m’i  -  ft  *» 

766 

163*» 

175%. 

I«sI2»3»! 

?7fift  - 

I10"» 

Crib  8V%  2005 

110ft t  -  V  658 

7S7 

l«"i 

144ft 

Iibus  L  22A  2017 

145—  - 

124ft- 

lex.  12%%  200305 

125*.  -  %  4« 

757 

161*14 

153ft 

Iren  H  2V%  2016 

154ft  - 

*%, 

Itai  7*7(2006 

»ft  -  ft  759 

768 

15*** 

14ft 

Trail  7A2QS 

147ft!  - 

•»’r 

lira;  7%\  2006 

lOffr  -  ft  TTi 

i  7l 

IZBft 

122*0 

Trras  1 2%\  3)24 

122%  - 

100"= 

liras  8%  2002-06 

101  to  -  %  IX 

70 

128% 

H9ft 

Inns  l  4VI 2080 

120ft  J  - 

EQUITY  PRICES  45 


'®\  „  .  Pi«  TV) 

*^>  Canto j- _ tai  ii-  i  Rif 

ia’  Jtawj-  '*  z-’ 

iS  ii*  4i  :?j) 

?«™*»»l  W*.  17%  IC  168 

13M  -  12V  1ft  1*2 

*“V  ,‘2, '’to*  8  riled  Ml  +  i  *2  ii  a 

W.  J'VJortLto  33V  . 

4  J*.  ilia  i ov,  ii. 

,*001  76’,-  *-  ?s 

342V  310  r.mmpi  23g  ^  q 


'  IK  Bid  Blutedi 
93  Cons  PI  lime 
*70  Ceioren 

jTd^:  CJimflyfBT 

ITT:  CorfccL 

:  Bffi'.GtaalWn 

1 70'  ■  AS  iibottVta 

*  5L  S^todl 

228%Pepirte  ii^u 

r^FUbr,  u 
*^6  Ucp  Riifrrr. 

1 

'  768-rbttriUMt 

299%Thap  Arti  tac 
r  51Z1.- Darguttd 
210  Xerarn 
7595V2edK9f 


2381,.  *•-  1 

977% 

570 

172*1  -  2 
2KS-  TV  . 

1096V-  13  39  ??C 

FT?'/-  2  «4 

7*14  *  2  1ft  . 

X7%  -  ir, 

61V.  2 
416  -  2D 
2Z3V  -  1% 

75+5 

W2*.--  15  22  230 

364 

640  «  r% 

3B*. 

1651  (5  21  262 


142  132  AG  Kabtoos 

7E2  7I2VAP1 
65  *7*i  A(p  Halo 

M2  151  Alia  tllq^Bi 
201  1M  Aaoi  LriiBT 

73V  I  TV  Sri>  Pieis 
■HflV  -C+VStaiBoe 
229V  182*:Bbgdre1 
.W.Tlia'.SSa  to 
321V  JHT-Bonoce  Htl 
745  650  1*  POrtSBal 

2t';  14%Js  Drardon 

148  115  Fbdun  Grp 

234  ISSVtWldl 
223*,  l86':t4jJ3l  bxfcj 
238%  333*:  Cnoms  ItataSt 
673V  521  De  U  tee 
T4V  ?l*-[le1re  Greupb 
27toi  195'.  Dagtai  Pack 
75V  OTrF^ncn  Gnatal 
718  2C6  Foacai  Ml 

166V  i&vr.ieirel 
IM  liy.-bwsertil 
2JSV  OT.-Jtr.t.  Pmta 
*52  337  lam  &  Bun: 

125%  HOVLV  itaUngs 
198%  TCVMjSouk 
167*.-  ey-.nro,  Gp 
515  SK’rFtuurion 
171%  lU'.llpj 
li>  75  FVinj  nuasm 
371  3l7VrU-«l 
SiTV  02', 'l  he.  Cp 
5W.  463  -JtB, 
i*.  ft  tod 
114*.-  99'-rMLW 
'.14  237*:  'jintti  [and 

(.'9  lib  iota  (Arti 
165  ttVVjRK 
105  72V  Ware! 

r?V  TElV  .Vridtapri 

549  j22’:  '.‘-‘irnn.^Ti- 

2-*2*r  nsr-  t.Tdttfum 


PROPERTY 


97  76*.  taked  LOI 

37V:  400%  Am rt 

174  135  Asfla 

40  32%Arteril»  CbP 
752V  180  Bencflmat 
TOV  SCiBrint 
22DV  I27':ftrt0t 
12V  SAfBabon  to 
56V  38%  Sana  End 
301V  250Vfnaoil 
555  498  Brlato 

218  DV.-EbitarT 
159  IX  Butad 
IV  112  US  Http 
2 42V  Tiff:  Cap  S  fttedt 
«OV  366%  Cap  asp  Orel 
210V  195  C«U  Pw 
ift  fttolrie 
14V  llVCriny  tad 
143V  771  aeWHtft 
663  560  QcsUfHd 

73  £2  OreJfito)  b 

57V  ttVCdySatErts. 

>12  94  areetand  Ira 

74  61  CRC  Plops 

1491:  I39VC«rew>l 
276-:  228  Uta  Htdtt] 

1420  1335  1*1*1 
27V  11V  Don  Estates 
BOV  56  Debate*  Iasi 
87V  TOVDetod,  Erts 

Ift?*  IMVDnrcu 

SR  sm 

G5V  44%[wyD 
157V  111  Edge  hapoteA 
380  36fl  Esules  Agocy 
69V  nTVEstesGen 
158V  1211V  Eons  01  Until 
If  MvEaHJnte  Pmp 


79 

478V 

137V+  IV 
34  -  % 

234V  . 

238  -1 
157V  -  1 
TV-  ft 
50  +  V 
285 

545V-  7 
J71V-  1 
130  -  2 
115 
233V 

362V  -  2 
210V 
Iff, 

14%-  *. 

32SV+  V 
667*: 


390 

56<i  . 

IV?** 

161  . 

29% 

34V*  V 
64V 
59V  . 
55*%-  3 
27% 

J25V  . 
207  +  I 
1«%-  ft 
155 


17  U'.EMJrtb  Prop  16*.  . 
70%  63  Feed  Prep  69V 
29*.  29.FM  Oats  29% 

39%  TavFUria  King  J*V*  V 

68%  64%  Fortes  Group  64V 

64V  59Vfclri  Gragi  w  59V  . 

BW  554  fipgnxsst  554%-  3 

ir,  TTVGrita  Land  to  27V 
364%  ISVCrtaga  375V  . 

2171  193V  G,  FMUreU  .*07  +  1 

18T.  lifc-.batetatoA  i«V-  ft 

166V  MTVGreftod  155 

139V  91  Ftantra  Cmvf  130  +  3V 
450  »7  Ftamrernnt  OO 

36V  a  Hriytan  Tnri  33V 
441V  XftHakCtt  Btt  477%  .. 

X  34*.  Rerriigtoy  *V 

12%  l9%HWi-Ftta  19% 

VB2V  ISP.*  total  135*.-  1% 

IBB  148  Joitert  1»V+  3 

0%  OvtoWSf  0*. 

9Ti  BOVliM  89V  . 

127V  UTvtonfc  hta  113V-  4 

799  730v  tori  s«  77*%-  BV 

3N%  337%Laxd0d  H  TO 

X  33  Lxn  &  Ann  3C- 

4V  3>.Lri  8  Metro  ft 

120V  97’iUn  Mori  5k  11* 

«  478VMErc  474  +  IV 

166  152  MAh  Steal  ,K- 

52%  *4%  Mara*  riel  46 
16T,  15)%Mtaena  156  -  V 

33V  TT.-MDattabl  Ert  X 
1581*.  imvMntalUta  I58f,.+J6B% 
■54  135  Mdrture  IA8J)  >43  +  V 

X  34  OEM  37 

65*,  47%CdB  51V 

3DV  <4  V  Dries  Pmp  281.  . 
rap.  rss%pcrr  i7i% 

551%  47,1%  Peer  546V-  i 

235  196%  FOB  Prep  ?25*,  .. 

38%  22'rPnnbB  toil  30V  . 

145  1)7*rataatn  139V 

3%  21  tort*  ??'.+ 

44V  33  Heatttan  4ft.  v 

32 2*:  iBT.Roblbrata  Secs  312*,+  X 

139*:  K&Vflnri  Ert  134 

85  6l%3  Uonui  hot  7ft  .  . 

Oh  5ii.£jrib  Gr*  iftta  59  +  I 
119  9l  Saris  1V41, 

99  W  Sett  Mel  88V-  V 

ift*  156  totatartrav  182% 

293  26ff, Sou*  Estate  .*89  +  I 

MTV  193  Sort  U)  2371:-  r, 


112*,  iwvspecrty  Shops 

87*:  Tftlh 
I9i'i  1 63V lops  f« 
102V  %  Iom  Cene 

149  123V7HM  Part 

125V  96V*  LralS 

25T?  214%  Write 
35  208  Wanbdd 

96%  EBVIWes 
28%  TftMtenev  UA 
>13V  BiVWrid  Jttn  V 


n  7  ft  .  . 

59  +  I 
IM*. 

88V-  V 
182% 

209  +  I 
2371,-  2% 
106V  +  1 
Bft 
101% 

90%-  1 
149  ♦  TV 
121V 
a*v  . 

22B% 

91  +  V  . 
27 

109V  +  4*, 


RETAILERS,  FOOD 


ST.-  <7  Pat  totas 
7*.  6%  Reams  Wi 

430  339  totally 

402  XI  -■■drill  1 
!B2%  lEIVScnsSttdt 
'  371V  377  THtd 
245%  auVItaldOPSt 
475  335%KttK-&  Pbripl 


B  46  117 
V,  46  136 
V  62  71 
6V  37  146 

T  IS  124 


RETAILERS.  GENERAL 


212%  172  V  Atom 
172V  IX  Jddtr. 
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RACING:  WORKWATCHERS  ON  DAWN  PATROL  AS  CECIL-TRAINED  FILLY  FACES  CRUCIAL  GALLOP 


Early  risers  in  search  of  Sleepytime 


By  Julian  Muscat 


WORKWATCHERS  at  New¬ 
market  will  be  out  in  force  this 
weekend  when  Sleepytime, 
whose  midweek  absence  from 
the  gallops  alarmed  support¬ 
ers  of>  the  1.000  Guineas 
favourite,  resumes  fast  work 
in  preparation  for  the  fillies’ 
classic  on  May  4. 

After  three  days  on  the  easy 
list.  Sleepytime  must  come 
through  a  strenuous  workout 
to  secure  her  place  in  the  Fred 
Darling  Stakes,  her  selected 
prep  race  at  Newbury  on 
Friday.  Tote  Cheny-Downes, 
raring  manager  to  Sleepy- 
time’s  owner,  Greenbay  Sta¬ 
bles,  said  yesterday  the  hold¬ 
up  had  not  compromised  her 
prospects,  and  that  the  filly 
never  succumbed  to  the  lung 
infection  afflicting  a  small 
minority  of  Henry  Cedi'S 
string. 

“I  expect  she  will  work  this 
weekend  —  possibly  on  Sun¬ 
day  if  Henry  wants  an  extra 
day  before  galloping  her," 
ChetTy-Downes  said.  “She 
was  trotting  around  Side  Hill 
on  Thursday  and  was  out 
again  on  Friday  so  it  is  not  as 
if  she  has  been  inactive. 

“Sleepytime  has  always 
been  totally  clear  of  any  prob¬ 
lem  and  recent  tests  have 
reconfirmed  that,"  he  contin¬ 
ued.  “If  you  work  horses  when 
they’re  affected,  then  you  can 
ruin  them,  ft  is  good  stable 
practice  to  test  others  if  one 
horse  shows  up  wiTh  mucus  on 
the  lungs.  That  is  all  Henry 
was  doing." 

SleepynmCs  full-brother, 
All-Royal,  is  to  contest  the  Earl 


Sleepytime  must  please  in  a  weekend  workout  to  run  in  the  Fred  Darling  Stakes.  Photograph:  Hugh  Routiedge 


Of  Sefton  Stakes  at  Newmar¬ 
ket  on  Wednesday  —  although 
Cherry-Down es  said  the  four- 
year-old  goes  best  with  cut  in 
the  ground. 

Cedi’s  two  runners  at  Not¬ 
tingham  yesterday  failed  to 
collect.  Courtship  ran  disap- 


Crack  On  to  make 
further  progress 


ASCOT 

BBC1 

2.00:  Serious  should  not  be 
taken  lightly,  but  his  two 
wins  over  hurdles  have  come 
on  the  much  sharper 
Uttoxeter  circuit  and  he  had 
stamina  limitations  on  die 
Flat.  Crack  On.  who  jumped 
sketchily  on  his  chasing  de¬ 
but  returns  to  hurdling  still 
on  a  handy  mark.  Well 
suited  by  a  stiff,  right-hand¬ 
ed  track,  he  can  overcome  a 
71b  higher  mark  than  for  his 
win  at  Sandown  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  when  value  for  much 
more  than  a  Zb-length  mar¬ 
gin.  Alltime  Dancer  has 


>9 


TODAY'S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


fUCHARDEVANS 
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Nap:  NINEACRES 
(9.30  Wolverhampton) 
Next  best:  Bertone 
(235  Ascot)  ' 


struggled  in  handicaps  this 
term  after  a  prolific  season 
as  a  juvenile,  but  the  asses¬ 
sor  is  at  last  relenting. 


fresh.  He  gained  his  only 
success  of  last  term  over 
three  miles  at  Sandown  and 
ran  well  in  the  Whitbread 
there,  so  today’s  journey  is 
probably  shorter  than  ideal. 
Bertone  is  preferred  after 
travelling  supremely  well  for 
a  long  way  over  an' extended 
three  miles  at  Aintree.  That 
bit  younger  and  more  pro¬ 
gressive  than  his  rivals,  Kim 
Bailey’s  gelding  returns  to 
his  best  distance  and  looks 
fairly  treated  off  tine  same 
handicap  mark. 


235:  Storm  Alert  is  in  his 
element  round  here  but  his 
best  form  is  at  two  miles. 
Stamina  is  also  a  worry  for 
Super  Tactics,  who  has  won 
at  2b  miles  but  shown  better 
form  at  the  minimum.  There 
are  no  such  fears  over  Am- 
rrak  Express  and  Bertone. 
who  are  set  to  battle  this  out. 
Amrrak  Express,  who  was 
left  in  the  Grand  National 
until  the  five-day  stage,  is 
best  in  small  fields  and  when 


3.10:  Trainglot,  the  winner 
of  almost  £200,000  in  prize- 
money.  runs  his  last  race 
today.  The  ten-year-old  has 
often  been  campaigned  in 
the  highest  class,  and  faces 
much  easier  opposition  than 
when  seventh  to  Karshi.  in 
the  Stayers'  Hurdle  at  Chel¬ 
tenham  last  time  out.  He 
should  sign  off  on  a  winning 
note,  but  the  possibility  he  is 
not  the  force  of  old  preducks 
maximum  confidence.  It 
would  be  an  open  race  if  the 
favourite  fails  to  deliver. 


James  Willoughby 
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pointingty  behind  Sekari  in 
the  Levy  Board  Stakes  but 
Barrier  Ridge  fared  better  in 
the  Bassingfield  Maiden 
Stakes,  chasing  home  the 
more  experienced  China  Red. 
Doubtless  there  will  be  relief 
all  round  when  Cecil  posts  his 


first  winner  of  the  present 
campaign. 

No  such  tribulations  sur¬ 
round  Criquette  Head’s  stable 
in  Chantilly.  Mme  Head  yes¬ 
terday  expressed  herself  “very 
satisfied"  with  her  1,000  Guin- 
candidate,  Pas  De 


eas 


Repo  ruse,  who  galloped  to  a 
bloodless  victory  in  the  three- 
runner  Prix  Imprudence  over 
seven  furlongs  at  Maisons- 
Laffitte. 

The  Danzig  filly  made  all  to 
win  by  2b  lengths  from 
Barnata,  prompting 


Ladbrokes  to  trim  Pas  De 
Reponse's  classic  odds  to  5-1. 
from  a  point  longer.  “She  does 
everything  so  easily  at  home 
that  l  told  Freddie  [Head|  to 
make  sure  she  had  a  good  bit 
of  work  today."  Mme  Head 
said.  “She  should  be  in  perfect 
shape  for  the  1.000  Guineas.  I 
couldn’t  be  happier." 

There  was  British  success  in 
the  colts'  equivalent,  the  Prix 
Djebel,  when  Clive  Brittain’s 
raider.  Fantastic  Fellow,  made 
all  to  beat  N ombre  Premier 
comfortably  by  threequarters 
of  a  length.  Tomba,  from 
Brian  Meehan's  stable,  was 
fourth. 

Fantastic  Fellow  may  return 
to  France  for  the  PUule  d'Essai 
des  Poulains,  although  the  colt 
is  also  entered  at  NewmarkeL 
Brittain  said  his  charge  had 
thrived  over  the  winter  but 
this  victory  paid  tribute  to 
Bahamian  Bounty,  who  had 
Fantastic  Fellow  just  over  a 
length  back  in  fourth  place  in 
the  Middle  Park  Stakes.  Now 
trained  by  Godolphin,  Baha¬ 
mian  Bounty  is  expected  to 
line  up  in  the  French  classic  on 
his  return  from  Dubai. 

Fantastic  Feliow  was  yester¬ 
day  among  six  late  entrants  to 
the  Derby  at  Epsom  in  June. 
His  prospects  of  staying  12 
furlongs  are  minimal  but  he 
joins  Desert  King,  Johan 
Cruyff.  Latalomne,  Panama 
City  and  Revoque.  the  champi¬ 
on  juvenile  of  Europe,  in  the 
Derby  melting  pot.  Owners  of 
the  sextet  contributed  an  extra 
£64.000  in  entry  fees  towards 
the  event,  which  is  expected  to 
carry  prize-money  of  £1  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  first  time. 


Nottingham 

Going:  gewd  to  firm 

2.10  (Im  54yd)  \.  Princess  Of  Hearts  (8 
Doyle,  4-1];  2.  Aficionado  (2-1  tar);  3. 
Marriew  (6-1)  12  ran  IM.  >1.  B  Msshan 
Tale  E4.60.  £4  40.  El.  10.  EL30  OF  £7  60. 
Tito- £12.70  CSF:£1233  Said  (or  S^OOgns 
2.40  Mm  54yd)  1.  China  Had  (M  HHa,  3-1 
jr-tav);  2  Barrier  Ridge  (4-1):  3.  SpecUaor 
(13-9)  Irsal  3-1  jt-l»  13  ran  JH.  a  J  His 
Tote  £3.60;  £1  ft.  £1  SO.  £250.  DF:  £6  00. 
Trio- £2390  CSF.E1377 

3.10  (1m  54yd)  1;  Safari  (L  Denon,  11-6  lav. 
Richard  Evans's  nap  and  Newmarket 
OoneapondenTs  rap):  2  Crystal  Hatmd 
(5-1);  3.  Sandstone  (5-2).  7  ran.  NR:  Pramta 
Bay.  J6I.  1X1  D  Loder.  Tote-  £220.  £130, 
£230.  DP:  £880  CSF  £1002 

a  40  (im  if  213yd)  l.WNM  Plains  (RMuien, 
152).  2  /temtutavatwiring  (33-1):  a  Pep- 
pore  MO-1);  4,  Master  Severed  (124)  tegaTo 
Lad  7-2  lav  17  ran  MV  Eagle  Canyon.  M. 
m  M  Pipe.  Tote-  £11.00:  £360.  £490. 
£3  00.  £190  DF-  £147.70.  Tria  £570.40  mart 
won.  pool  of  £731.  JB  carried  forward  to  330 
al  today)  CSF  £23097.  Trtcast  E23M.30. 

4.10  (61 13yd)  1.  Dim  Ota  p  Qum  11-2);  2. 
Theatre  Ot  Dreams  (6-1).  3.  Sea  Imp  18-1) 
Conedte  9-2  rt-fav  14  ran.  Ml.  3t  B  Path 
Tola  £9  60:  £330.  £190,  £170  OF.  £33.5 
Tno:  £189  60  CSF  £4081 


440  (8M5^  1.  Treasure  Touch  (tona 


Wands.  ,  _  .  . 

3.  Master  Fotey  (10-lj:  4.  Jigrinr  (5-1).  17 
ran.  3»L  hd  D  Metals.  Tow  £3  80:  £1 20, 
£1540.  £3  70.  £1.60  DF  £147  70.  Tito- 
£70560  CSF. £13506  Tncast  £73783 


6.10  (ImjH  15gd]M.  Dancing  Covator  (Pal 


Eddery.  5-1);  2.  Road  Racer  (3-1  fav):  3. 
Chabrol  (6-1)  12  ran  4L  r*.  R  HoOnshead. 
Tote  £5 1ft  £2.40.  £1  10.  £240  DF  £940 
Tno  £1660  CSF  £19  57  Tttaast  £8822 


Jackpot  not  won  (pool  of  £24,002.19 
carried  toward  to  Warwick  today). 
Ptacapot  £54.40.  Quadpot  £2550. 


Beverley 

Gosig:  good  n  Brm 

220  (50  1.  The  Beat  Rolls  On  (D  Sweeney. 
11-1):  2  Hopefully  (3-  0.3.  Coptam  Bfcs  (9-4 
lav)  10  ran  Nk.  HI  M  Meade  Tore  £19 10. 
£320.  £1  10.  £1  TO.  DF-  £29.40  Tno  £9520 
CSF  £45  37  Soid  tor  a.BOOgrr; 

2.50  (2m  35yd)  1.  Kfooho  (L  Chjmock.  11-4 
favj.  2  Shrtoy  Sue  1&-1):  3,  FtomaUo  (11-1) 
II  ran  II.  >.l  K  Hogg  Toe  £350:  £1 10. 
£260.  £260  DF-  £11  40  Tno  £6680  CSF 
£17  64  .  Tncast  £14744 
390  (Im  11207yd)  1.  Cymcralr  PrsmMre  fN 
Connorton.  14-1);  Z  Ptristar  (10-11.3.  Itogre 
Ot  Glass  M 1-2  favi.  II  ran.  M.  41  G  Holmes 
Tote  E16  70:  £280.  £3E0.  El  70  DF 
£100  50  Tno  £27110  CSF  £13613 
Iras  I:  £796  44 


390  (71  100yd|  1.  Jay-Owe-Two  (D 
McKewwi.  5-21.  2.  The  WyantaRe  hn  (7-1). 
3.  Wagga  Moon  (20-11.  ShapoWasd  9-4  ta*  1 
9  ran  JiL  3  R  VButatur  Tafcr  £331  £1.40. 
£240.  £4  30  DF  EI4  33  Tno  £15720  CSF 
£1915  Tnraa:  £26342 
420  (71  HJOyd)  1  Night  Dance  (R  Ffrenri'. 
11-21.2  No  Mae  Pressure  77-1'  3.  Smarter 
Charter (5-u  Maoc M* 7-4 lav  Tver.  -i.hd 
K  Morgan  Ton*  ES0Q  £220  £3  60  DF 
£2020  CSF  £40  12 

490  1 51)  1.  Pnnce  Dome  U  CaroU  5-!».  2. 
Marytohone  i4-1>:  3  Ararefla  C-21  The  Oay 
fist  1 14  lav  9  ran  NR  Jca  Kr.rda  Nk.2-.-i 
M  Wane  Tore  £520  £IH  £1  20  CIS] 
DF  £1070  Tnc  £9X  CSF  £2387 
Ptacapot  £49810. 


Quadpot  CBB.ia 


Brighton 

Going:  fun 

2.00  |5f  Mydi  1  Banrungham  Slade  lUartin 
Dwyer.  5-21. 2.  fierce  FolCvfS-11  fax'  2  Scfl 


Touch  (4  i)  3  on  Sh  hd.  fit  K  hory  Teas 
£3  50  DF  £1  60  CSr  £4  33 


290  (51  213yd)  1  Sterirng  iDane  ONeBL 
7-21.  2  Juswaanua  116-1).  3  Jo  Maa-m-js 
(9-4  tov)  12  ran  NR  Ftwso  2’4r  nil  R 
Hannan  Tate  C4  9G-  £200  £4  70  £140 
DF.  £45  OO  Tro  £80  00  CSF:  £5296 
3.00  (71  21 4yd  1  1.  Sharp  ShuOe  Barer 
O-Ned.  10-11  twt.  2  SteSsi  Lew  (I0-li:  3. 
Gi*w»(7.n  5 ran  Nk.r.,1  Rrtmcn  TcKe 
£1  70:  £1 20  £3  10  DF  £3  60  CSF  £996 

330  (1m3f  196yd)  t.  Yet  Again  iS  Sanders. 
71-10  tav)  2.  Dunoombe  H*  :8-1;.  2 
Sapphae  Son  iZO-n  9  ran  v  9>  G 
Keilntav  Tore.  £1  80.  £1  50  Cl  40  E250 
DF  CS  70  Tno  5T670  CSF  £0  76.  Tta»: 
£  tOO  88 

490  (Im  l(209>di  1.  Here's  To  How»(WJ 
O'Connor.  3-1);  2.  high  On  Uto  C88  (j-?3») 
3.  habnat  (15-8  ft-fen)  7  ran  Nr,  !•.:  R 
Hannon  Tore  £380.  £190.  £120  OF 
£3  70  CSF  EB48 

490  (71  2l4ytfl  1.  Sonar  iM  Ferian.  3-1 

K-tav].  2.  first  Chance  (3-1  ,Vavj:  3. 
Werdrewn(6-1)  9 ran  3nhS.2^  CMoriey. 
Tofff  £630  £230.  £1  30.  £1 90  DF  £B90 
Tno.  £54  30.  CSF.  £11 15  T««s!.  W7S2 
590 (B 2I3yd)  l.SpendsrU Rod  3-1V2 
ApoBo  Red  [11-4  tsvl  3.  WEtaut  fnands 
(18-1)  9  tan  hi.  m  P  Ham.  Tare  £268, 
£150  £1 10.  £3  00  DF  £390  Tit,  £2990 
CSF  £1190  Tricast  £11038 


Ptacapot  B4890. 


Quadpot  £8.40. 


THUNDERER 

1.50  Salamanca.  225  Hype 
Game.  3.30  Zaima.  4.00  Eml 
Aloia.  5.05  Nosey  Native. 

The  Times  Private  Handicapper’s  top  rating: 
5.05  KEDWICK. 


Energy.  3.i 
nbryonic.  A 


3.00  Power 
4^5  Dart) 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  RRM  TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 

DRAW:  5F,  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST  SIS 


1 .50  EUROPEAN  BREHIERS  FUND  HATTON 
NOVICE  STAKES  (2-Y-0:  £3.152: 50  (7  runners) 

1  RISNGOFnCUOONZI  (ILF)  R  Hannon  B-l  3  R4  Eddery  M 

1  SALAMANCA  16  (D^  J  Ban)  6-9 -  PFessey(5)  B 

04  DAMN  PATROL  4  K  Hom  S-7 _ D  UcKaowi  81 

R2T  LADY  Mrs  P  DUvm  8-7 _ SDrowne  - 


101  (3) 

102  (ij 

103  15) 

104  (4) 

105  (7) 

1 06  m 

107 


FRUMOM  MB  WAflim  6-7 -  L 

MAI  TAI  Iks  P  DufaM  8-7 _ _  D 

2BANA  CORA  SWItaiB  8-7 - KDarisy  - 

5-4  Rbing  M  Tie  Moon,  74  Satarem.  7-1  Dare  WroL  12-1 2Mua  Gora,  18-1 
Ma  Tu.RMtUdr.  20-1  Fnmfin. 


2.25  WARWICK  SPRING  HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0;  £2,940: 5f)  (12) 

OS-  HYPE  0CREY  207  GLwcM- 


PaJ  Eddery 


201  (5)  _ 

3B  (1)  3-22  MAN6US  SB  K  CunQten-OnMR  9-7 . . T  Un 

203  (7)  0116  (HtARRY12(D^RHanretataM..„  MWIfllnm 

204  pi)  40-1  LOCHWRM LADY  17 (D,6)K Hugo 9-4 . KDstey 

205  14)  318-  ANOKA10191  (BJDJ)k(ytsy9-3--  Matin  Dwyer  (3) 
206(10)  006-  BRAMU  BEAR  191  (D.F)  Materia* 9-3..  J  Drill 

207  (6)  0M  SARAS  16 0,61  /tan 6-13 - CTeaguffl 

208  (8)  200-  ROYAL  EMBLEM  151 A  Paste  8-9 - RPrtnm 


209  p  4002  SITE  FACTORS  2  (DJ)  K  Beta  6-5 - JFEgre 

210(1?)  040-  \MLD NETTLE  152 7 Fn 8-3 - - - -  ACtak 

211  (3)  000-  LfTTlE PROGRESS  IS T Janes  7-10 - !„  NCvfete 

212  (9)  5633  IWtSH  lOTHhertrire  7-10 - JBrarehB(5) 

4-1  Hype  Energy  9-2  Idch+tan  Laly.  5-1  AnoUa.  Matgus.  7-1  C-Hmy.  ftamUe 
Be*.  10-1  Suite  Faan.  12-1  attm. 


93 


3.00  DUNSM0RE  CLAMING  STAKES 
(£2,944:  Im)  (14) 


57 


301  (13)  55-2  BROUGHTONS  TIMM  16  (D.BF.F.G)  B  IUotbi  8-0-7 

W  JOCmnor 

302  (71  -430  ETHBAAT  19  fDJF.Gl  M tatoo-Bto  E-9-7  ACfert 

303  (?)  4234  STAR  TALEHT  74  (C.BF/.G.6)  Mes  6  KeUerey  6-9-7 

BCbdnre 

304  (St  01-4  POWER  6AHE  7  (BDPA  J  Deny  4-9-1 _ KDarWy 

305  (3)  000-  I0NG  ATMB5TAN 129J  (n  B  McMahon  9-8-13  TOrim 

306  (8)  0000  MANABAR 16 (D.G) M Peigtasi 5-8-9.  TGMcUuglrii 

307  (14)  /DO  CHKXJR 17  (DJ.0  E  Alstoi  9^-7.. _  „.  K  FaErm 

308  (11)  IKV  KNGSWSION  24J(G)  WJenb  M-5.  .  Dane  DIM 

309(1®  0260  UKIMN  VELVET  11  Uk  IV Alter  5*5  _  Lttwbn 

310  (11  /OO-  PROVE  THE  P0B1T  10J  Ste  P  Duttetd  4-8-4  SDruww  - 

311  (E)  00-0  CHAUCY  0ANCB1 12  K  Cotfingndge  5-8-3  .  JUn  69 

312  (121  GOO-  C0UR1WG  NEWMARKET  276  (FJi)  Jfe  K  Georjp  9-6-3 

JBroMIS)  67 

313  (4)  0(W  CLUED  UP  7  Nf  \  P  Ewb  4-8-0.  . . JF  Egan  81 

314  (91  0  RNER  EKSJBT 16  W  BiUnree  4-7-12.  .  R  MUton  15)  - 

11-4  Sdi  latent  i-l  Biwightma  Turraoi  7-1  Purer  Game.  6-1  Hng  Alristen. 
10-1  Bites  Oaod  Up.  12^1  ottav 


75 


3.30  WEULES80URNE  HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0:  £7.458:  Im)  (13) 

(9|  426-  HALOWING  189 1 


<31  (91  426-  HALOWING  169  ff)  J  SngilWfcMetnf  9-7  .  S  Srnnkn 
<02  (4)  141-  WHAT HAPFENHIWA5 201  (F)MNkaoe 9-6  DS«tcrcy(6) 

«3  (3)  631-  COSHCfflMGE  192 (G)M taut 9-5  .  ..  RCodnee 
4W  (8)  113-  BRMD0N  JACK  199  (GS)  I  Bating  94.  _  PaiEdttoy 

*85  noi  134  2WAl61F)JDjltop9'3 . .  K  Darter 

I5|  413-  MY  BELOVED  260  ff)  R  H«t«i  9-1  ...  .  DnOTteA 

*07  1131  44)6  I  CANT  RFM9BER  21  (DJ.G£)  P  Ena®  B-J3  JFEgan 
408  (?)  30-1  5TRAMI0K  CLEAR  12  ff)  6  Lmc.6-11 .  .  PadEtJdcry 
403  fit  00-0  DOUBLE  GOLD  ?I  (B.CJ.G1  B  MagteP  8-18  G  Hannon  (7] 

(1C  (6i  344  WU SKY 21  MHerin- Tito 8-10  .  .  SDnwre 

*11  (121  004  (AST CHAAICE T6 (F) D Cmpnr 8- J  .  HOtote 

*12  (7)  56-4  BOUH TERRY 21 1 Eadefr 64 .  LOareck 

<13(IU  115?  PUZZlEUDfT  (4  (pSfJSt  C  Boasn  8-0  ..  _  JLore 
7-2  Taoa.  4-1  Smteore  Otar  6-1  Baedoa  JadL  Wire  ttypened  Wav  10-1 
Cowk  FYoee  Ate  BetowL  Paamsi  12-1  otters 


4.00  MARTON  HANDICAP 

(£5538:  UTl  6f  194yd)  (7) 


501  (5)  30-0  THAL1ANAH  2?  (F.G)  B  Smri  5-9-10- .  H  Cochrane 
53?  (2)  SI-  MLAHON  72J  ff)  J  White *-9-9  —  WJO'Com 

503  171  2-23  STAR  RAGE  11J  [CJLBFifl  Jl  Hams  7-9-8  KFafeai 

504  (61  80-3  EMKHTMC 17  (FJM  ToOhrter  5-9-4  .  ...  J  Carrol 
535  13)  413-  BOWCUFFE  COURT  63J  (GlS)  R  Atefusi  6-9-2  TOuH 
SOB  (11  664  UPPER  MOUNT  CUUR  22  (FjG)  C  Brttui  7-9-1  B  Doyle 
507  (41  03-3  ETTEHBY  PAfflC  4  (DJ.&S)  M  Jotnstei  4-90  J  Wtarer 
94  BoreJfc  Cool.  92  Patanar.  6-1  Upoer  Mousl  dri.  6-1  Ste  Sage. 
Brtttjinc  Etoitiy  Part.  10.1  Hai>nii 


96 


98 


4.35  OLD  MILVERTON  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(£3,462: 51)  (6) 

601  [21  OV  CAPTAHSMAO  593  (BtKBrtdBMtei  64-7  SOnm  - 

60?  |51  335-  CHARGED  TO  BAILEYS  191  JBarr  34-10...  G  Carter  73 

£03  HI  262-  0AR8 AL0LA 1ES M Sloirie 34-10 . JRrif  ffi 

(04  (6)  240-  HU  DANCER  SSI  I  Britty  34-5 - PMEtMy  S 

605  (3)  0-  lAOtATOAffC  166  CL8MS  38-5  Part  Friday  - 

£06(4)  S0VERQGN  M  Uoagtafte  &4-S  .  -  .  M  Henry  (3)  - 

1-2  DA  AkO.  7-?  tan  Canon.  6-1  Oanged  To  Badtys.  KM  La  Ctatrimc. 
33-1  SorerevL  40-1  Captam  Sntnd 


5.05  KWETON  HANDICAP 

(£3.667:  Im  21 169yd)  (12) 


(?l  60-2  VOLA  VIA  12  (F)  1  Bddng  4-9-10  .  Martin  Dwys  (3) 
(IV  KM)  0CEAJ* PARK 30 ffSLaoy  toes 644 _ ACM 

(12)  —  - - - -  -  ” 

(3) 

17)  -500  SUEZ  TORNAD0 10  (G)L  _ . 

(9)  53-0  PAY  HOMAGE  23  (F.B)  1  Baring  90-12.  RFwteyfT) 
(51  2JW  SHAUTBN0 16  (QSUtaai  40-11  .  .  K  Deter 

(11)  050  N05EY  NATIVE  23  FfiSJ  Jhrere  4-8-9  UWghm 

(4)  *W  BOOKCASE  427JfD.F,&S)  DEhMfi  K)0-7  RCodren 

-fit  001-  «®HK#pjFjDtai*Jowfr« _ CRdta 

(10)  Ml  HBMKK 17 PHstprrHWr  . . TOriB 

(£1  3448  WiFAMDAWwAiDjyWBrbbnMfiM  RMrien&) 


94 


3-1  Wa  is*.  7-2  F«retk.5-1  Aden.  7-1 3MteBW.PAyHwBqe.9-l  rim 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAKRS:  S  WAaic.  3  rianen  bm  9  nan.  3331.  Mbs  G 
Keflewr.  4  from  R  2aw.  J  Ounkg.  11  tan  40. 27  5%.  M  Jana  3 
Inaa  12.  25V  U  Heaton^fc  5  ban  3.  KLW. 

JOCKEYS'.  Pa  Eddery.  10  amrs  tram  38  dries.  27  SV  J  Retd.  15 
ton  73  205V  I  Qoinn.  14  ton  87. 16.1 V  G  Caw.  14  ton  89. 
15  TV  A  CM  7  ton  45. 156%,  ftrt  Erirwy.  11  ton  71. 155% 


'r  A’j.-  di.'  --  C-.J  - 


TH  UNDER  ER 

1.45  Caught  At  Last  2.15  Grouse-N-Heather.  2J50 
SDver  Minx.  3.25  Chill  Factor.  3.55  WestweD  Boy. 
4^5  Little  Martin  a.  4.55  Old  Bombay. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  FIRM 


SIS 


1.45  JR  TILES  MAIDEN  HURDLE 

(£2.740: 2m  5f  110yd)  <16  runners) 


0P0  BAMet YEAR  19 T Carr 6-1  i-5 . — .  PNhen 

■0PB  CARHM0NEY 74 JSeiam 9-11-5  .  - .  BStnrey 

5035  CAU6HT  AT  LAST  39  M  Rmetev  6-11-5 -  GCufri 

P026  I0MGRY 12  Mrs  SHcmer-ttato  7-11-5  - - ATWno 

4VP  UATACHM  67  M  Smth  7-11-6 _ R  Supple 

-0P6  PONT  DUTY  25  (BlFMrettfi  7-11-5  . .  „  ADoMri 

6000  PRMTWE  HEART  36  H  Miton  5-11-5 . -  ASSrriB) 

fl  66  SMLEPLSZE 22 UeNSM 5-11-5 . Mr5Smn 

9  OOP  TARTAH  JOY 30  JMoora 6-11-5 _ Mr M  H  Ifaetfaon  (5) 

10  0  WEST  UmON  12  MW  Estate  5-1 1 -5 - PIMfoPl 

11  2-F6  CATCH T* BGE0M 8  Rftur 8-11-0 _ N  SrnDi 

12  OP-P  M0REFIASH22 JfteMn S-li-O - Tfleed 

13  yPP  REGAL  JEST  21  BMreray  7-lt-O- . -  WDwan 

14  4300  SALEM  BEAOI 5  MTndwttr  5-11-0 .  J  Catogton 

15  0  AEOLUS 42 1  Uofti-Jams 4-1D-1C. - - ECJbglm(3> 

16  U04  SHARP  C04MIAIO  2F  P  Ecrtes  4-10-12 _  -  RGuaa 

3-1  CaDQM  Al  UsL  4-1  (tap  Caremd.  5-1  King  Fly.  6-1  Prendre  Hoi  7-1 
Odl  Tte  Pigeon.  8-1  Salem  Bead!.  ID-1  Otten 


2.15  TRADE  WINDOWS  UK  LTD  HANDICAP 

CHASE  (£3,119: 2m  110yd)  (4) 

1  5331  GROUSE -N-ttATHER  11  (0^5)  P  MonMIi  8-11-10  A  Dobbin 

2  3633  REVE  DE  VALSE  6  {DJ.G.S)  R  Jntmson  10-11-3.-  KJotinson 

3  D2P4  IK  HYGBE  86  (F)  M  Hammnl  7-10-1? - R  Barfly 

4  2P52  REBEL  IQNG 11  (GD.F.G)  M  Bros  7-10-11  .  .  5  Taytav  (51 
4-5  Bmse-N-Heiiher.  7-?  Rebel  htag.  5-1  Rere  De  Wse.  UK  Hyipoid 


2.50  STANLEY  RACING  SERIES  FINAL 

(Novices  handicap  hwdle:  £10,504: 2m  51 110yd)  (10) 


1  3112  MEADOW  HYW 12  (G1 J  Ffcgenld  6-12-0 . P  Carbary 

2  1161  BRAMBLES  WAY  7F  (tCj,tS)HfcMflnete»  8-11-1?.  PMren 

3  0411  SILVER  MMX 8 (OF AS)  MnMfterein  5-10-13  .  .  ..  Eire 

*  11  GOOD  HAW  175F  IF)  S  Kataret  11-106 . .  R&nBy 

5  534f  RULE  OUT  THE  REST  11  (CJLF)  Mn  S  HBiwJtata  6-10-3 

AThamam 

6  0010  STVUSH  OflEHVAl  11  (C.F)NWa99ri  5-10-3.  -  AOabtei 

7  15  LONGCROFT  ia  (BF.G)  S  KeOlewel  5-l(M)  .  .  RSuptfc 
0  216  SfLBfT  GUEST  8  (F)  M  Hfiensnd  4-tO-O  .  .  ..  DBrrtey 

9  P00Z  lNHTE  GATES  WUIE  8  H  Johaon  5-10-0  C  McCnma*  (7) 

10  -66U  IV  TYSON  8  Ifc  D  Saw  g-lM . B  Storey 

11-4  Branttta  Way.  7-2  Itariow  Hpm.  4-1  S4w  Mm  5-1  Good  Ham.  7-1 
Sdert  GuraL  6-1  Rule  Oul  11*  Red.  10-1  Longa  ofl  12-1  ofirr. 


3.25  EDEN  ARMS  SWALLOW  HOTEL 
CONOmONAL  JOCKEYS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,546: 3m  3f  110yd)  (14) 


1  341F  SCARBA  56  (GLS)  J  Jcteemn  9-12-0  .  .. 

12F1  TROOOOS  123  (CD^£)  AtoASwtari  11-124 
00-5  FROWN  33  (51  P  Boren  7-11-9  . 

2516  CHEATER  49  (BJ)  H  Jnhrem  t-1 1-4 - 

0001  CUWGQUfl  7  (Bfl  F  M»tny  7-10-13  . 

0340  KNGS  LANE  14  (Q)  J  Drr  6-10-10 
4034  Ofll  FAC1W  58  MR  M  Rewtey  7-10-10 
PtC?  SOL  (MAN  SPRBffiS  39  (F)  tta.  V  Wad  7-10-6  . 

AM  AERY  SUN  19  (C/.d5)  ft  Barr  IM  CM 

10  2460  MOVE  MAN  75  J  Toma  5-10-1  .  . 

11  0510  BARNSTORMER  14  (BJ.G)  E  Elba)  11-10-0 
1?  7406  BLOOWIG  SPfVNG  59  (Ft  Mra  D  Ihontaa  8-10-0 

13  -040  STEPDAUGHTER  Z?  Mra  D  Tbancon  11-mo 

14  ,TO  STRWIG  CHARACTER  37  (S|  D  Lirfc  11-100  »  Hwtey  (5) 

7-2  Ctaww.  9-2  Swrta  S-1  Trento.  6-1  OeaUr  7-1  ChB  Fadar.  9-t 
Solanua  Spmov  Frown.  10-1  dt*n 


E  CaBaghan 

B  Gram 
L  Cummins 
C  UcCamack 
□  J  Kwanuh 
E  Husband 
Glee 
PHatoy 
N  tforroefa 
R  Bums 
G  F  Ryan 
D  Thomas 
R  McGrath 


3.55  MCEWAN'S  DURHAM  NATIONAL 

(Handicap  chase.  £7.133: 3m  41)  {10; 


1  1104  ACT  THE  WAG  14  (BM)  MTixtuiiB  8-1M1  P  Catary 
‘  003P  D0tnTEUTJffyWE?S(BF.6.S)CEiiBlMlM1-:  JAUcCatty 
MP4  URANUS C0LL0NGE5 25  1BJ1A5) J FiCgurid  1 1-10-8  WDwan 
F2F3  WESIWUL  BOY  26  IF.G)  P  Bewnorf  11-10-8  ..  R  Supple 
F131  LUCKY  DOLLAR  IB  (F51  h  Baloy  3-10-7  _  .  .  A  Itankm 
MO  WBt  THE  STREAM  26  (0.F.G)  Miss  M  MAgan  11-10-4  A  S  Smith 
4131  ROTML  SAXON  7  (F.GJSIP  Boren  11-1M.  .  .  Wlteflg 
(LD  JAUNTY  QG  14  (Bfi^i)  J  8MteO  11-10-0  ...  .  I  (THira 

4003  TRtONA'Sim  BE  Caine  8-10-0..  .  Ifc  M  H  Marital  (5) 

4643  UPWBL  B  (pfl  B  tetran  13-10-0  .  -  .  XJttnsni 

i-1  Lucky  Dolla.  7-?  WWmea  Boy.  9-2  Dae  Tea  The  WRc  6-1  Urns  CdlanoK. 
Ad  Ihe  Wag  5-1  Royal  Sam  10-1  oftas 


4.25  KEITH  THOMAS  ASSOCIATES  NOVICES 

CHASE  (£3.345:  3m  3f)  (11) 


1  M3P  ELU01TSWSSH  38  (G)H  Johnson  8-11-9  .  M  I  J  I 

2  3603  GERMAN  LEGENDS  (F)  D  Las*  7- M -9  .  jj 

3  443P  DONOVANS  RHF  19  (F.S)  Mra  L  MaVofi  11-11-6  K  Johnson 

4  2PU2  UTTLE  MAFTTINA  ?1  D  GtascF  9-11-J  J  R  Kavangh 

5  P333  AUCAT  44  j  Cutis  6-11-2 . Mtata 

6  64PF  AN07WHVB«UW7fflFJJf  Mur/ttyMi-?  PCatary 

7  045  GONE  AWAY  50  M  Hanoov  8-11  -2  -  ...  R  Gantry 

a  PITF  LYFDRDCAY43JBorey7.il  -:  _ _ S  Mehra  (7) 

9  0PZ5  MASTER  FWSHUAN  K  Mr,  U  RnRhy  8-11-2  .  G  li* 

10  SOPS  MORE  JOY  12  B  Eton  9-11-2  C  McConnxi  (7) 

11  F403  TACTK  25  Mto U  7-10-11 . .  ASSnifc 

64  LfflteMaSnK  4-1  AariiaVrifere.  6-1  El  tea's  WUl  7>i  Garaai  Legend.  8-1 
Gora  Any.  i*-i  Tara*,  ifri  ritera 


4.55  SEDGEFIELD  STANDARD  OPEN  NATIONAL 
HUNT  PUT  RACE  (£1.438;  2m  If)  (14) 

ECafaghrep) 


013  LANDLER26(G)  JNsrH»V11-l  ..... 

I-QD  CHffWKHDRASSAN  745  Wthmril  5-11-0...  ."GLIB 


24  GOING  PRM11VE 19 J  Hettotai  5-11-0  .  .  MrSSwfm 

HWTY  BLAKE  MnJ Stary 8-1 1-0  .  .  .  B Stacy 

NO  THE  TO  WAIT  WHri  6-11-0 . 0  Pears 

OU)  BOMBAY!  Barw $-11-0 . -  ....  A  Thorton 

0  PBWTS  JOY  36  TEasiabi  5-11-0  . . .  LWyw 


0  FRUGAL  53  B  rinay  4-10-8 
GKONGOn)  P  Kastaa  4-10-8  .. 

00  JO  LKHUBHi  57  B  DBsoi  4-10-8 

JUST  BP  J  Juwr  4-1DJ  . 

4  POLAR  KMG  26  C  Thornton  4-10-8 
T0E1AMRBJI  4-104  ... 

SWIFTLY  SUPREME  E  Cane  4-10-3 
5-2  Polar  tag.  4-1  ImSer.  5-1  Going  Ptisrtve.  6-1  Cturl  01  Hnasua  8-1 0M 
Boritay.  10-1  Cotrs  %  12-1  rins 


WDwan 
.  M  Foster 
KMbsoi 
RStfftt 
.  NHomebp) 
■  -  _  w  snaai 
Trrian  Qmrixaa  (7) 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRADERS;  P  fkimsv  5  wntas  Entre  12  rower;  41. n.  I  Uuifly.  3 

Y- FHtrom 


team  &  37il.  P  HsAtu  3  tram  10. 300%;  Mr  M  ffaeley. 

247. 29.1%.  J  FrOgeaM.  14  KM  51 264% 

JOCKEYS  P  Wren.  58  whrere  ton  183  rides.  31 7%  S  Metana  3 
tram  lO.  300%  G  Lee.  10  tan  44.  227%.  L  Wya.  24  bam  tli 
209%.  J Utagban.  17  tram  I l(L  155% 


f 


¥- 


2.00  Senous 
2.36  Storm  Alert 
3.10  Trainglot 

Carl  Evans:  5.00  Struggles  Glory. 


THUNDERER 

3.40  Garnwtn  ■ 

4.20  Daraydan 

5.00  STRUGGLES  GLORY  (nap) 
5,35  Fas?  ' 


C 


lit! 


113143  GOOD  T«ES  13  (W.F.&S)  (IM  D  B  Ha#  12-0  ----- B  (7)  88 

..  ....  n  ««*  BF — beaten  tanutte  tn  latest  are). 


101  113143  GTOIME3  . . 

.p _ uy  p _  mta.  BF- Ueatai  taoifte  tn  Etat  are). 

(toward umber  bought  SQtarewtUchttaMhS3«r(f-&m.go«1lg 

j _ .itr.kii  Urma'c  romp.  nays  s«w  W  'owner  in  bracket,  law*.  An  md 


_ -  6m.  W  G-gaad.  S-sox,  gnibsa, 

Mrilirial).  lfe«-9  ®ne  tow)-  I1*"- l”6 

STf  If  ta  (B-bSntera.  vteigliL  RWar  plus  Bif  aWaica.  Ita  times 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  FIRM 


as 


2.00  PEREGRINE  HANDICAP  HlIRDlf 

(£5.410-  2m  110yd)  (9  funnels)  , 

,  3-J1F2D  DANCWG PADW 30 -t"-- -  ApK  W 

!  i  MBbm I 

I  I^S©i=*l 

Vtaxtaer.  33-1  otters  iBBc8U|(aWilJ  MsN  Mactaey  12m 

FORM  FOCUS 


DAHCMG  PADDY  3W  2nd  ill  3  Id  Douhto  Sm- 
J  “  ^tv  (2m 


phony  h  grade  B  oaw  evil  cto  al  NwtaY  1 
If,  good)  CRACKON  Deal UgWemng  Lad  2Vtlr 
7-nmer  handles)  hurdle  al  Sandcwm  (2ra  IIOwL 
good)  Nov  96  ESttDUS  beal  Ta)M  Gotd  21  m  6- 
nmer  lairlcap  hunfle  at  Utarelw  [2m.  good  to 


Rrmi.  FAUSTINO  twal  i*  MenonjuTO  51  In  3- 
nW  ha Kiev  hwdle  S  Herapnl  (2m  31  li"'-1 
mod  totemjAiig  96  IMA  DREAMS!  beat 
Money  rack  in  lO-nmer  cmrfitoiBl  nonce  hi 
op  hurdle  d  Oanader  (2m  irOjtf,  good). 
Medkm:  CRACK  ON  ^>) 


2.35  KYLE  STEWART  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£8,12Z'2ni  3f  110yd)  (5  runners) 

4-11316  STORM  ALERT  84  (CP.B5)  |IA*  D  Penefl)  D  NMwtom  n-12j  _ 


1  4-11316  STORM  ALERT  84  [C  J.Bjil  iwsureraii  u  W 

Z  5U1U53-  AMTRAK EXPRESS 350 (FAS) (Amte* E)*)<bm)N Kendajon  10-11-5  -■  MARgaraM  M 

3  141 1F4  SlffER TACTICS  10 (D.BF/ (H Paiyl R A1db9-iM  - m 

4  123443  BERT0IC 8 (F£) (MC.H DuBey) A BtetefB-lM.--. . . COOeyef  @ 

i  Sffiwre  YOUNG AUt  18 ^ J.S) |J FamoO J Patruri  12-10-0 - CLlwriyn  - 

Long  haretaap:  Yung  Alfre  8-2 

BETTM&  6-4  Swm  Alert.  9-4  Bertone.  7-2  Super  Trines.  9-2  Anflri  Eapress.  33-1  Youig  Ate 
1996:  MORCHJ  8-11-11  J  Culoty  (7-1)  J  Horent  Johnson  15  rat 


FORM  FOCUS 


STOW  ALHtT  bea  Asi.  Tan  541  in  5-nnwr 


haidlts)  rinse  here  (Dm,  goad  »  bm)  Dec  98. 
AMTRAK  EXPRESS  AW  Sd  al  17  to  Lite  01  A 


l  md  tt  tie  rwrie  U  WHITBREAD  d  Ssrtmn  (3m 
51  llOvd.  good  to  Snjjj  April  96.  SUPER  TACTICS 
beat  Fine  Harvest  IM!  in  7-nrnna  hanrficap  Chase 


I  totem)  S&RTWE  4MI  3rd 
of  7  lb  imported  Mtarle  in  tradtev  chase  al 
AHree  (3m  II.  good).  YOUNG  ALFTE  dctance  Sfh 
ot  5  to  tad  Bean  n  haidicap  rirase  a)  Sandmm 
(in,  good  to  firm) 

Setedforr  BfflJONE 


3.1  0  LETHBY  &  CHRISTOPHER  LONG  DISTANCE  HURDLE 

(Grade  II:  £1 8.750: 3m)  (5  rumere) 


1  11-1320  TRAflffiLOT  30  ff.G.S)  (Marquesa  de  Moitalb)  J  Ffizgerid  10-11-10  .  Rt 

2  131320  OLYMPIAN 32 (B.GO-F.al W NoriUe) J Nevfte lO-llJ -  MAHcgenM  82 

3  430131  SA5SR/ER 12  IF.B)  (PKeBewy)  PPteleWY7-ll-3 - KGafc  55 

4  460123  DATE  ROSE  ID  (SS)  (Mre  J  Rerires)  M  Sheppad  7-10-12-  -  -  SoyHelftM  84 

5  303101  PLEASURELAND 14  (D/.G)  (Mrs  5  Mrtjmw)  RCurte  4-10-rt  - 0  Morris  71 

BETTM6:  4-6  Trabriat  9-2  Ctymotm.  5-1  PtoasurtniL  7-1  Dads  Rase,  12-1  Sassiw. 

1906:  PLEASURE  SHARH)  8-11-10  W  Maston  (6-1J  P  Hitas  7  on 


FORM  FOCUS 


TRAINGLOT  41 2nd  of  0  to  Ocean  Hari  a  grade  I 
tag  mk  tasdle  here  (3m  11 110yd.  good  to  tern) 
OLYMPIAN  1181  2nd  o)  6  to  Cotenry  Boy  m 
handicap  ludie  al  Kmpui  (3m  110yd,  good  to 
tern)  SASSWBR  beat  Scud  Mss9e  II  to  Saunter 
handicap  tomlle  at  Huntoigdon  (2m  H  110yd.  good 


to  bm).  OAKS  ROSE  heal  Denes  CwaHei  rita- 


good  to  (inn). 
Sstaciiare  TRAINGLOT 


3.40  KES1R&  NOVICES  CHASE  (£5,654:  2m  3f  110yd)  (4  Hirers) 

1  B31111  GARHWW 17  (CO/.G)  (Pioneer  Heat-Tradmed)  N  Hmdaion  7-11-12  M  A  Ftegeraid  B5 

2  F17133  GREENBACK  17  (D^.G^)  (J  Janphl  P  Hobte  6-11-12 —  ..  N  Wriamson  96 

3  351231  JUST  BRUCE  18  (F)  [A  Heath]  Mr  E  Heath  B-I1-12 -  D  Griagher  ES 

4  022122  FRAZER  ISLAND  17  (S)  {Or  B  Ateaaderl  R  Rone  8-11-9 — D  O'Sutevar  B4 

BETTWQ-  5-4  firemw.  5-2  GrortacA  4-1  Frazer  Wnd,  9-2  Just  Bruce 

1996:  SENOfl  EL  BETRUTI7  7-11-12  6  &3t9ey  (2-1)  Mn  5  Mad  4  ran 


•  ..FORM FOCUS-. .  a 


GARHWM  beat  FRAZER  ISLAM)  (11b  beta  of) 
W  in  5-runrar  nortec  handicap  rime  wet  conns: 
anl  dcanra  (pood)  wti  GREBfflACK  (lUb  bate 
off)  261  3rd.  SttNBACK  beaJ  Ursa  Dram  l«l  In 
4-nnner  uwice  chase  al  Kemplon  (2m  41 110yd. 
good  to  tern)  Dec  96. 


JUST  BRUCE  heal  Mate  Drum  1VII  In  3-nmer 
nouia  dm  al  Stadoam  (2m.  good  ta  tem)  FRA¬ 
ZER  BLAND  boat  Mantes  Mantno  21  in  r -turner 
nonce  chase  al  huiungiton  (2m  41 110yd,  good  ta 
nl} 

Setocdarr  FRAZ9USLAN0 


4.20 


PARTNERSHIP  PARADE  NOVICES  HURDLE  (£3,729: 2m  40  (8  runners) 


613032  DARAYDAN  1?  (G-S)  iD  Jafmui)  M  Pipe  5-11-10 . . A  P  McCoy  @9 

asm  BOOZYS  DREAM  12  (G  Legg)  N  Ihamsan  6-11-0 .  ...  Mr  E  BritaOan  (7]  - 

5  HGH  SUMMER  22  (0  Wilsonj  T  Thomson  Jones  7-11-2 - J  CaOoty  - 

Fl-00  Mtsra  GOODGUY  44  (FS)  IM  OBner)  R  Cute  8-11-2  .  0  Monts  - 

OVER  THE  WAY  (5*5  E  Brines)  N  Handeram  7-11-2 - M  A  Regenid  - 

0U64  PEAUNBS  12  (G  Hrihard)  G  Hubbard  5-11-2  R  Johnson  53 

0  PEWS  FOLLY  21  (tud  Donahue)  Mbs  H  KntgH  7-11-2 _  J  F  Tfitey  - 

8  2-4552  WENTWORTH  2«  (Ifci  J  Nerefl)  G  Thomer  5-11-2  .  B  Powl  60 

BETTING:  1-3  Driaydan.  7-1  Owr  The  Way.  10-1  High  Surra.  Wentworth.  12-1  Pens  Folly.  14-1  otter,  #  \ 
1996:  MANDYSMANTMO  6-11-10  Phhte  (9-*fawl  J  Gflad-14  ran  * 


FORM  FOCUS 


DARAYDAN  M  2nd  al  5  to  Potentate  in  Cheprioir 
hurdle  (2m.  good)  BOOZYS  DREAM  431  8th  ol  9 
ta  Mrs  Em  m  Wtocanion  novice  hurdle  (2m.  Dim) 
HIGH  SUMMER  251  5Ui  ol  19  lo  Qum  Eagle  m 
NerMbury  maiden  ludie  (2m  51.  good).  UI5TB1 
GOODbUY  tailed  off  behmd  tarn  in  17-tuimr 


Ludlow  nonce  hudto  (2m  57.  g»d).  PEAUNBS 
261  6*i  al  16  to  Quality  n  Newton  nonce  ludie 
(2m  110yd.  good)  reft  PfflRS  FOilY  Bt  8#i. 
WENTWORTH  ®  2nd  ol  8  to  Mutembm  ti 
FateUram  matoen  hurdle  |2m.  goad) 

Setedtart  DARAYDAN 


5.00  MERLIN  NOVICES  HUNTERS  CHASE 

(Amateurs  £2.879.  3m  tJDyd)  04  runners) 


'HmV  A  YVblOe  (7)  97 


4H31  NORTHEHN  VILLAGE  14  (F.G)  (L  Dace)  L  Dace  10-12-7  0  AtesJtarire  .  . 

W31  POORS  WOOD  17  (C.G.S1  tF  Jaetonl  S  Breen  10-12-7  ..  T  McCarthy  Bl  91 

TUU^GEWNI  STAR  9  (F)  (0  Carle.)  0  Carter  9-12-7  .  E  James  0  @ 

-PP21  AMA0EU5  I2P  (F)  (R  Banr)  R  Bw  9-12-0  ....  .  M  Gtogri  (?)  74 

VJ31  APATLRA  KING  2 BP  (F.G)  (C  GftKl  Mr,  5  Aina  M?-0_.  T  IMM  (5)  - 

0W1-  BALASAM  371  (F.(L3)  (J  J  Ofteffll  J  J  0TW1  11-12-0  . .  A  Saosona  (5)  - 

0ASHH1  2,p  W  Ariom  Uo  J  Fhehanfcon  10-12-0  M  Wafcon  (71  87 
ireil  BILBO  9AGGK  12P  (F)  (Mr,  P  Tertcvl  (*-,  P  leUey  9-12-0.  M  Gorman  (7)  - 

fy***  39  Wf-S  ,M  H*«5I  M  Rotwb  10-12-0 _ _  P  Haring  (3|  7B 

Z1  fH  («  Ctalmrjtony  a  Datingkin  9-12-0  .  J  Titee-Rr^ph  (5)  - 
^  181  W  Wa-n91  R  Smdft  9-12-0  _  .  R  WaMey  (71  B8 

''  tWw50n>  D  fWwmn  6-12-0  0  C  Rritosur  (7|  - 

35P  1  MAMNG  DME  41P  (F.Gl  |R  ShCOhenJl  fj  Lojpn  10-1 1-9  Ante*  Mrite  (ti  85 

K8TM&  7-2  ShugglR,  Gtay  n.?  Cape  C-tHnurr.  5-1  rtarBcm  VBbqe.  5-1  Briaun  7-1  Pous  VVocd  8-1 
tmuc.  10-1  King.  12-1  BiBbq  &bjqwt,  ib-i  omen 

1996.  UTTLE  MARTINA  8-11-8  J  Cufiay  (11-1  tj,|  Mrs  0  GtRcril  11  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


CAPO  CASTANUM  be*  Joprta  Mean  81  in  11- 
ramoj tenia  cum  al  Wmfcnr  |3m  mnf  to  irml 
POORS  WOOD  heal  Quel  Conidmce  2!fl  n  9- 
mto  hater  dasc  here  (^m  3(  (10pJ  ijoiw) 
TOM'S  GEMBO  STAR  bed  Vital  Song  51  ui  3- 
lumet  neree  torda  al  Wireanton  (2m  5( 
good  to  tom)  mtti  NORTHERN  VILLAGE  101  3rrJ 


AMADEUS  teal  Bacteta-Canasca  201  m  6-ronnei  . 
Boml  ta  poail  at  Marla  Tey  (3m.  tom)  APATURP' 
KING  Deri  Medians  S  m  6-rujnet  mred  open  cs~ 
LaUnil  (3m  good  ta  bm).  BALASA7&  be al  Cache 
Secret  IH-I  oi  6-ranta ctanwtg  Iwde  at  Newton 
Ahtni  (3m  31.  good  to  sofl) 

Sdectom:  POORS  WOOD 


CW,CKET  CLUB  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(E5.40Z  2m  110yd)  (7  runnErs) 

1  Sea  ,a  p  YWita  6-11-10  .  _  _  J  Osborne  90 
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19M-  WTEHUAOC  £-108  s  Fu  (4-l|  J  hn  B  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


JOHN  DRtMM  beat  Ctor  Lad  41  n  13-namer 
mice  tertffe  al  NMbury  (Jm  110yd.  qocdi  <y<Bi 
UAEmWCT  Mb  batn  off)  14|  Sd  FjSlL 
5®*  KumKcadi  2W  m  (4-runei  (laden  hudte  a 
Taunton  (2m  31  110yd.  ngodl 

REGAL  PinSlBT  41  2na  ol  6  to  Royri  Ftemn  m 
CdNUnul  Mine*  Itudk  Vic  y2m  41.  gmd)  tar 

4M.0V  [17fc  beta  on  riuawtnad  3rd  FAIRLY 
9URP  r»i  am  ol  17  to  Bftmriita  to  [win  ludie 

?  8e*°  ^  11 1UW.  Doom  on  pemW- 

male  rxsl 

SWER  RAPIER  1IWI  4h  ol  9  to  Lent  Rrobta  to 
nw«l tertfie  at  Wuufeor  (&n  41.  good), 
jataimt  FASL 
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ATHLETICS:  FAST  TIMES  LIKELY  TO  EMERGE  FROM  RECORD  LONDON  MARATHON  FIELD 

Britons  can 


By  David  Powell,  athletics  correspondent 


eni  oy  vintage  year 


IF  THER£  is  a  sniff  of 
poacher-rumed-ga  mekeeper 
in  the  air  on  Blackheath  for 
the  Flora  London  Marathon 
tomorrow,  Linford  Christie 
having  accepted  the  role  of 
official  starter,  it  wilJ  be  noth* 
ing  to  the  smell  of  massage  oil 
and  linament.  More  preventa¬ 
tive  rub  for  aches  and  pains 
than  ever  will  be  needed  as  a 
record  field  of  28,000  prepares 
to  set  off.  But.  never  mind  the 
width,  feel  the  quality. 

Weather  and  other  uncon¬ 
trollable  influences  permit¬ 
ting,  this  could  be  the  best 
London  Marathon  this  de¬ 
cade.  ft  may  even  compare 
with  the  two  that  stand  out  in 
the  16-year  history  of  the 
event  Those  were  in  1985. 
when  the  British  men  scored  a 
1-2-3  and  Ingrid  Kristiansen 
set  a  women’s  world  record. 


LONDON  MARATHON 


1097 


Only  in  The  Times  next  weefc: 
the  complete  list  of  London 
Marathon  finishers 


and  in  1989,  when  six  men 
broke  2hr  lOmin  and 
Veronique  Marot  won  the 
women’s  race  with  a  British 
record. 

Marat's  mark  of  2hr  25min 
56sec  still  stands,  but  Liz 
McColgan,  who  last  year  be¬ 
came  the  first  British  woman 
since  Marot  to  win,  will  not 
attack  the  time,  even  though 
there  is  a  bonus  incentive  for 
her  to  do  so.  McColgan  recog¬ 
nises  that  file  field  is  too  strong 
for  her  to  be  sidetracked  from 
her  main  task  of  winning, 
though,  given  the  strength  of 
the  opposition,  she  may  need 
the  record  to  triumph. 

McColgan  is  fit  for  her 
defence  but  there  is  a  real 
possibility  that  she  could  run 
faster  chan  last  year  and  not 
win.  This  is  likely  to  be  the 
first  time  that  five  women 
break  2b  hours  on  the  course. 
Manuela  Machado,  the  Euro¬ 
pean  and  world  champion, 
and  Anuta  Catunau  the  New 
York  City  Marathon  champi¬ 
on.  are  among  the  challengers 
for  McColgan’s  title. 

“It  is  important  to  think  only 


about  winning,”  McColgan 
said.  “With  a  field  of  this 
calibre,  there  is  a  chance  io 
run  fast  anyway,  i  am 
running  strong.” 

lr  seems  a  missed  market¬ 
ing  opportunity  that  Mc¬ 
Colgan  has  had  no  offers  of 
sponsorship  from  the  insect 
repellent  industry.  She  was 
similarly  confident  before  the 
Olympic  Games  in  Atlanta 
last  summer,  but  fell  ill  after 
being  bitten  by  an  insect  and 
finished  sixteenth.  The  nearest 
thing  she  has  suffered  to  an 
insect  bite  this  week  has  been 
from  The  Mirror,  which  yes¬ 
terday  offered  secrets  from  her 
private  life. 

While  McColgan,  Machado 
and  Catuna  are  the  favourites, 
with  Ren  Xiujuan,  from  Chi¬ 
na,  Lidia  Simon,  from  Roma¬ 
nia,  and  Joyce  Chepchumba. 
from  Kenya,  only  marginally 
less  fancied,  the  best  two  long- 
shot  bets  would,  be  Esther 
KiplagaL  from  Kenya,  and 
Sonja  Krolik,  from  Germany. 
If  Marian  Sutton.  Britain's 
orher  leading  contender,  is  to 
make  an  impression  it  will  be 
in  the  same  way  as  she  won 
the  Chicago  Marathon  last 
October. 

Sutton  indicated  yesterday 
that  she  would  not  follow  the 
pacemaker,  who  has  been 
asked  to  reach  halfway  in 
72m in  30sec.  She  is  aiming  to 
break  2hr  30min  for  the  first 
time  and  said:  “1  have  to  be 
sensible  with  a  pace  !  know  ! 
can  handle.” 

Antonio  Pinto,  from  Portu¬ 
gal,  will  stan  as  favourite  for 
tiie  men's  race,  with  Paul 
Evans  and  Richard  Nerurkar. 
front  Britain,  his  strongest 
challengers.  Josiah  Thug- 
wane,  the  Olympic  champion 
from  South  Africa,  is  another 
contender,  as  is  Steve 
Moneghetti,  from  Australia. 
Armando  Quintanilla,  from 
Mexico,  looks  the  best 
outsider. 

Evans  has  had  no  interrup¬ 
tions  to  his  training  since 
Chicago.  “Winning  Chicago 
finally  made  me  realise  that, 
over  the  marathon,  on  my  day. 

1  am  as  good  as  anyone  in  the 
world,"  Evans  said.  “This  time 
I  have  planned  how  to  win 
■London,  I  have  never  done 
that  before. 

“The  pacemaker  is  going  to 
go  .  through  the  half  in  sub-64, 
which  is  what  I  want  ! 
honestly  think  that  this  could 
be  the  greatest  London  ever 
and  somebody  is  going  to  have 
to  run  veiy  fast  to  win  it” 


McColgan.  below,  and  Sutton  head  the  British  challenge  in  the  women's  race  tomorrow 

Staying  focused  in  adversity 


IF  YOU  notice  a  runner  to¬ 
wards  the  front  of  the  Flora 
London  Marathon  far  re¬ 
moved  from  the  blue  line  that 
marks  the  shortest  route,  the 
chances  are  that  it  will  be  Noel 
Thatcher  (David  Powell 
writes).  Although  he  cannot 
see  more  than  five  yards 
ahead,  and  then  only  shapes 
and  colours.  Thatcher  is  a 
contender  to  finish  among  the 
leading  100.  He  runs  without 
a  guide,  keeping  well  away 
from  others  to  avoid  collisions. 

Thatcher.  31,  from  Harlow, 
is  a  category  B2  blind  runner 


and  was  appointed  MBE  this 
year  after  winning  the  5.000 
and  10,000  metres  at  the  1996 
Atlanta  Paralympics. 

Despite  difficulties  at  water 
stations,  and  regardless  of  the 
poor  vision  that  precludes  him 
from  shielding  from  the  wind 
among  a  group,  Thatcher,  a 
physiotherapist,  has  a  best 
time  of  2hr  35min  57sec  and  is 
confident  of  breaking  2min 
30sec. 

If  successful,  that  should  put 
him  among  the  fastest  100  of 
the  28.000  expected  starters 
and  about  on  a  par  with  Liz 


McColgan,  but  his  prospects 
will  be  dimmer  the  brighter 
the  day.  “I  am  very  photosen¬ 
sitive,  so  it  is  very  painful  to 
run  in  glare,"  he  said.  "In  a 
marathon,  you  need  to  eradi¬ 
cate  any  source  of  minor 
stress."  He  would  wear  special 
sunglasses  but  lost  them  at 
Disneyland. 

He  loses  time  at  the  drinks 
stations  —  “l  usually  end  up 
knocking  over  about  six  bot¬ 
tles  before  I  get  one"  —  and  by 
not  following  the  blue  line. 
Come  the  finish,  he  will  have 
run  doser  to  27  miles  than  26. 


Labour  tipped  to  make 
marathon  running 

Press-ganged 


THE  Flora  London  Mara¬ 
thon  is  a  marginal  constitu¬ 
ency.  It  really  could  go  either 
way.  for  there  are  three 
would-be  MPs  taking  part, 
there  being  nothing  much 
else  going  on  to  distract  them 
at  this  time  of  year.  These  are 
Alun  Michael  (Labour,  Car¬ 
diff  South  and  Penarth,  per¬ 
sonal  best  4hr  9min),  Gary 
Waller  (Conservative.  Keigh¬ 
ley.  4hr  Smin)  and.  the  nar¬ 
row  favourite  far  this  race 
wjihin  a  race,  John  Austin1 
Walker  (Labour,  Woolwich, 
3hr  56min).  Waller,  like  his 
party,  may  not  look  like  the 
swiftest  right  now.  but  can  at 
least  claim  to  have  done  it 
before.  He  has  run  in  12 
London  Marathons,  induc¬ 
ing  the  first  in  1981,  complet¬ 
ing  II. 

The  race  will  also  indude 
74  dergy  (induding  three 
women),  94  dentists  (indud¬ 
ing  seven  women).  37  editors 
(induding  five  women),  951 
from  the  military  (induding 
32  women)  and  375  house¬ 
wives  (induding  364  wom¬ 
en).  This  column  would  have 
run.  but  unfortunately  it  has 
a  subsequent  engagement. 

Score  draw 

Siddalls  Academicals  foot¬ 
ball  team,  of  Bicester,  were 
3-0  up  with  15  minutes  to  play 
against  their  sworn  enemies. 
Nightingale  Dream  Team,  of 
Langford.  It  was  then  that 
Brian  Govorusa,  the  Siddalls 
manager,  played  his  trump. 
Onto  the  pitch  came  Debbie. 
She  was  wearing  high  heels 
and  —  er  —  that’s  it. 

Govorusa  said:  “l  hired  the 
strippagram  to  put  them  off." 
Nice  idea,  but  alas  it  was 
Siddalls  themselves,  a  team 
of  builders,  who  were 
mesmerised  by  Debbie’s 
charms.  The  Nightingale 
Dream  Team  pulled  back 
three  goals  and  the  match 
finished  a  draw.  John  Ker¬ 
ri son.  manager  of  the  Night¬ 
ingale  Dream  Team,  said: 
“My  boys  had  seen  it  all 
before  and  kept  playing.  All 
tiie  builders  stopped  and  kept 
looking." 

Lots  and  lots 

The  statue  of  Fred  Party, 
which  stands  hard  by  the 
entrance.to  the  press-room  at 
Wimbledon,  presumably  to 
encourage  in  us  all  a  sense  of 
perspective,  is  no  more  than 
about  3ft  in  height,  but  it  still 


SIMON  BARNES 


On  Saturday 


dwarfs  every  Brit  who  has 
picked  up  a  tennis  racket 
since  his  time.  Now  his 
trophies  and  medals  are  ro 
come  up  for  auction  at  Chris¬ 
tie’s  on  June  20  and  are 
expected  to  fetch  about 
£150,000,  for  a  lifetime's 
work.  Fact  last  year.  Richard 
Krajicek,  the  winner  of  ihe 
gentlemen’s  singles  at  Wim¬ 
bledon,  received  E392JW0. 

Splitting  hairs 

Important  rule-change  from 
the  International  Judo  Fed¬ 
eration:  “The  tying  of  long 
hair  during  a  contest  will  be 
allowed  twice  and  any  fur¬ 
ther  stoppage  of  time  will  be 
a  penalty  of  shido"  —  a  three- 
point  penalty. 

Presumably  this  applies  to 
both  sexes,  in  fact  some 
(female)  fighters  have  been 
known  to  favour  a  slack  hair- 
tie,  constant  adjustment  of 
which  gives  them  much- 
needed  breathers.  But  has 
the  way  been  opened  for  the 
strategic  unravelling  of  the 
pony-tail? 


"fouil  hqvc  to  \ 
l  wait.  Vi  e*»  'ncN 
bad  haif 


Yes.  I  know  you  wish  they 
could  da  it  here.  The  Prime 
Minister  of  Egypt,  Dr 
Kamal  at-Ganzouri.  appar¬ 
ently  traumatised  by  Egypt’s 
dismal  showing  in  a  World 
Cup  qualifier,  has  told  news¬ 
paper  editors  to  banish  the 
very  names  of  the  shamed 
football  stars  from  their 
pages.  Egypt  lost  1-0  to  war- 
ravaged  Liberia,  which  is  the 
team  bankrolled,  as  reported 
in  this  space  last  week,  by  the 
great  George  Weah  (who,  of 
course,  scored  the  goal). 

After  this,  the  Egyptian 
Prime  Minister  summoned 
the  country's  editors  and 
requested  the  press  blackout. 
“As  a  former  footballer  my¬ 
self.  I  can  say  that  our 
footballers  made  no  effort  ” 
he  said.  “There  is  a  difference 
between  being  beaten  after  a 
real  efforr  and  making  no 
effort  at  all.  The  newspapers 
published  the  story  on  the 
front  pages  while  stories 
about  political  meetings  and 
the  Council  of  Ministers  were 
pur  on  inside  pages.  They  get 
everything  they  want  from 
ihe  state  without  fulfilling  the 
trust  placed  in  them."  He 
demanded  a  footballing  boy¬ 
cott  of  50  days.  One  news¬ 
paper.  Al  Ahrar.  gave  in  to 
his  demands:  the  rest  contin¬ 
ued  to  pour  scorn  on  the 
hapless  players. 

Famous  five 

Congratulations  to  the  five 
readers  of  the  year,  aka  the 
winners  of  this  column's 
Wtsden  competition,  the  an¬ 
nual  attempt  to  plumb  the 
murky  mind  of  the  editor, 
Matthew  Engel,  and  to  pre¬ 
dict  his  five  cricketers  of  the 
year.  He  hinted  at  the  play¬ 
ing  of  a  wild  card  and  this 
column  speculated  wildly  at 
Sanath  Jayasuriya,  of  Sri 
Lanka. 

The  winners  were,  in  fact. 
Jayasuriya.  (only  one  entrant 
followed  my  astonishingly 
brilliant  and  perceptive 
guess),  Mushtaq  Ahmed. 
Saeed  Anwar,  Phil  Simmons 
and  Sachin  Tendulkar:  fine 
cricketers  and  not  an  En¬ 
glishman  among  them.  A 
copy  of  the  1997  Wisden  goes 
to  M.  J.  Liszka,  John  Baker, 
Mike  Jackson,  David  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Jon  Edgson  as  a 
reward  for  their  percipienee. 
But  still  no  one  has  got  all 
five. 


THUNDERER 

2.10  Mellow  Master.  2.45  The  Whole 
Burlington  Sam.  3.45  Polden  Pride.  4.15  Hay 
4.45  Mistress  Rosie.  5.15  Rtscal 

GOING-.  FIRM  (GOOD  TO  FIRM  IN  PLACES) 


3.15 


SIS 


2.1 0  HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  PAHTYFARE  JUVENILE 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2.169: 2m  11)  (6  nmneis) 


tm  MELLOW  MASTER  1Z  (CQ.F.S)  H  Walts  11-10-  XNqwu(7) 

0P3  SAFECRACKER  12 C Mated  10-4 - D  Byrne 

3402  BATH  KMQTT 14  R  Cute  1M - UrJMdstenm 

000  SAUCY  DANGER  38  J  Tuck  10-0 - -  S  McNefl 

0302  MATS  LADY  9  C  Poptam  1D-0 . .  7  Dascomte 

0P«0  RAPID  USER 7  R Bata  10-0 . . . VSttoy 


1-2  IMm  Ma*>.  5-1  Rati  Kngk.  7-1  Safcuacta.  10-1  Ms  Lady.  16-1  nlws 

2.45  ADDISONS  QUALITY  MEATS  NOVICES 
CHASE  (£2,846:  3m  2f  110yd)  (4) 

1  0212  THE  WHOLE  HOG  1 1  (0.FJ  K  Bsi  ey  6-11-3 


i  ii  (D.n  k 

2  F4UU  DUWJR  14  (F)P  Rodtorf 7-10-10 . . 

1  FUH/7  12  L  Wains  ID - 


3  -P43  RUSTIC  RJBiT  12  L  HWIf 

4  5MP  CRAVATE  12  (B)  P  Habta 
UTTb  WhOteHoB.M  Cnrratt.  B-1  Rwfc  FUghL  1M  DuiAr 


.  ..  SUUfcfl 
,  M  ShamO 
name  (7) 
„  GTomey 


3. 1 5  SQUIRES  BECfiUfJMENT  CONDITIONAL 
JOCKEYS  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2,211: 2m  6f)  (4) 

1  1123  BUHLMGT0N  SAW  12  (F.G)  A .HoMu  9-11-1(1 I  -  OBjiraK 

2  0324  MBS  MARIGOLD  3  (B.L,OS)  R  Hodge.  0-11-9  .  -  OOWni 

3  4iP3  . - 

4  -mi  ALLAHRAKHA  M  (SI  M  HU  6-10-5 -  T 

4-5  Balhgw  3am.  11-10  Dasalw.  10-1  AlWnSta. 

— — 

3.45  PAIGNTON  AND  DARTMOUTH  STEAM 
RAILWAY  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3.534: 2m  51 110yd)  (5) 

i  a?  -  t— 

5  302P  RYT0N  RUN  12  (F£J  te  S  004  12-1D-0  -  .  TJD'aillnan 
M  paatago.  M  PoOenPnt*.  4-1  ftauflaMtad,  5-1  Fqtari,  14-1  RHaftn 

4.1 5  WILLIAM  HILL  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,736;  2m  ID  (5) 

\  3563  14  (C0JS)  R  HMo*  M0-0-  .  J  Hams  (7) 

M  CHI  Rataifl.  M  Hay  Dm.  4-1  (M*  h  5*.  7-1  Wt*  Lin  1M 
Gtoxmg  Pa*  -  — — 

4  45  W1LF  TOWNSEND  MEMORIAL  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£2.641 :  2m  110yd)  (9) 

aiggjftgjgagattgta"*- 

^Sasmsasn 

M  SJ MSHs. « »*.»**—*■'*«  :M 

BmtfKfMm.  _ 
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THUNDERER 

7.00  Brand  New  Dance.  7.30  Chilling.  8.00 
Kaiamata.  8-30  New  Century.  9.00  Leg  Betorum. 
9.30  Waypoint 


GOING:  STANDARD 


DRAW:  NO  ADVANTAGE 


7.00  TRESC0TT  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(3-Y-O:  £3,646: 1m  41)  (7  runners) 


5-  BRAND  WW  DANCE  154  D  Aitwttnn  9-0 . TOumfi 

04  MAfflRAH  16 R Annsnng 9-0 -  RPrtceS 

0  MEN  Of  WlCKBBW  10  R  McKoUai  9-0 . NVMeyi 

304)  M00RB8®  11  JLHanoM . DHo«and3 

52  U0UKTAKB4 16  (B) M  Bed  9-0  . UFertonS 

reiRLIE  THE  DEWL  » lamnden  M  ..  MeSbsnn7 

POLYPHONY ROattw!M.  -  .  .  SSamfcre4 

5-4  Potataty.  7-4  MnjManm.  B-1  Brand  New  Dana.  1M  NevWt  Tip  Devi. 
14-1  ten*.  1E-1  MnutmL  DM  Wai  0)  Wictoijv. 


7.30  PER7UN  CLAIMING  STAKES  (£2,070  50  (8) 


Ifl  GE1BWL  SW  PETER  12  AW  S)  N  Uiaghan  5-W  S  Drown*  l 

00-5  PERFECT  BRAVE  14  ffl  J  Baldinq  6-9-1 - R  Lacfdn  3 

0304  THCX  AS  T7KVES  33  fOF.G)  R  IHwpsw  5-9-2  J  BwiM  |5)  4 
M3  HANNAH'S  USHER  14  rCD.F.6)  C  Mwsy  5-M ..  .  J  Weave  E 
5504  R8WYHQU4E  14  fB.Cu.6J  1  Hfltatan  5J-12  NAalawS 

436?  BON  GUEST  5  I  NaugHon  3-3-9  .  - -  ffWKjPJS 

LITTLE  PAPOOSE  B  McMaton  4-3-9 . 1Q|*57 

1540  OttlWG  IB  (E0.G)  N  TrtlB  WML .  -  KStal(?J2 

2-1  Haimii'i  Data.  5-2  Ban  GuW.  4-1  CWhift  8-1  PerteJ  flrave.  9-1  Mftai 


8.00  HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  JULIE  HANDICAP 

(£2.070: 2m  46yd)  (13) 

1  505-  CUBAN  NBHTS  58J  (Cfl  B  LHweiljn  5-10-0  J  BrafittBjS)  Z 


2  50-5  BELLARA 14  (F&S1N 

3  S2D3  SHAHYR  11  fl.CDAr.« 


IN  Babtoae  SVIl  — Dane  (YM  12 
_ _ _ Jf.G)  R  VUHnsticad  6-9-11  F  Lynch  (3J  5 

4  /SO  ROYAL  CITIZEN  18  (C.6J  J  BcOmfey  fl-S-S  L  ChamKt  11 

5  0516  STATE  APPMWAL  2  (C/.G)  P  Ecdcs  4-M  ..  CFUfflaS 

6  6123  COUEHPGE  3S  (B.CJIJ.fi.S)  J  Swhan  9-9-5..  .  A  Ctrt  13 

T  1501  KALUIATA  If  (CA6IJ &«er 3-9-1. ..  ..  e  C*ter3 

8  22Z-  CASTLE  SECRET  111  (D.F.5)  D  Bached  11-8-13  K  Stad  (7)  1 

9  DC I  SUBTLE  TOUCH  706 1  Clemen  6-8-12  .  G  FauBmar  (5)  10 

10  003-  SALLY'S  TWBB  3IJ  J  A4oo?  4-8-1J.  JfE|»an9 

11  4-23  LA  UH40R0UUA  12J  (DJF.G)  D  Mats  7-8-7  .  J  Fcrtuw  4 

12  21 D-  TIAPHBiA  299  ID.61  J  Mtaoe  6+6— . J  Quern  5 

13  W  BBHE'SPWDESIJG Ham 6-8-3-  -  ..  SDrowne? 
3-1  Katmta.  7-2  U  Moaquln*.  6-1  Slate  Appnwal.  7-1  Colcndge.  10-1  Bed**. 
CiJt  Seem  T2-1  SMW,  16-1  Mher, 

8.30  PENNY  JOYCE  2\S\  BIRTHDAY  HANDICAP 

(£5,400: 1m  100yd)  (11) 

157  ZUHABL  640  ff)  0  MtCun  4-10-0 .  VSM*nr2 

-120  NEW  CBtWm  21  pJDJr.B}  D  Jfcflofc  5-9-13  Ata  Selves  5 
220-  HAL'S  PAL  163  (C.G)  0  Lodo  4-9-12  R  Darfcy  7 

105-  VAN  6URP  1B3  (DU)  B  McMtam  4-9-4  _  T(h4nn3 

j-10  TA1KA  17  (DfBf  6  Ylhajag  7-9-1  ....  G  tUoan  (51 16 
24-1  BTECTUAL  46  ffi)  Mbs  G  HetoHy  4-B-10  -  -  D  MbU  11 
,  1600  DUKE  VALBTM0  22  (CD£)  R  Hotehcad  54-9  D  Gfttte  (3)  ID 

8  2W)  PBBAM0N  50  (D.F.fi)  H  5-88  . 

3  606-  POLAR  EQJ*S  170  IS)  U  JoheSai 4-8-8  ....  Jltaw? 

IQ  5M  CLASSIC  LEADER  14  I  Campbell  4-8-3 . RPttceA 

IT  WO-  DUELLO  161  ID.F.S)  M  Stvahael  6-8-1  -.  _.  II  Retools  B 

5-2  EllefliS.  3-1  HaTs  PM.  4-1  Hem  Conwy  7-1  Tallia.  10-1  Poto  Ecvpse.  12-1 
Pengrncn.  16-1  Ohen  _ _ 

9.00  EDGSON  SELLING  STAKES 

(3-Y-O.  £2.070: 1m  1!  79yd)  (8) 

1  04-5  BATTLE  GROUND  9  N  CaRaghan  6-11  -. 

2  2436  LEG  BETORUM  17  L  Ubntague  HaU  8-11 .  .  . 

3  1350  WRROfl  POUR  SPORT  4  (GJ  U  Johnson  8-  It  - 

4  320-  OUR  FURJRE  234  R  Thanpson  8-11  . 

5  WM  SPONDULICKS  4W8  Bautfi  8-11  - 

6  5-36  BABY  JAW  19  fBN  S  Gues  S-6  - 

7  OUR  DROWSY  I1AGG3E  W  BnslmuiB  B-6 

8  400  SHERATON  GJRL  14  N  Uwwden  8-5 


_  S  Drmwf  E 
Dane  Olad  1 
.  jWtoraS 
.  T  Wttams  5 

_  RPrcal 

AMcasneS 
Iona  Vtaids  (7)  7 

_  _  JQBm»2 

2-1  ftflj  -te.  11-4  Snaawn6Jr1.  9-2  <ta«lu«dc.  S-l  fane  ifflnt  E-l  l« 
Betaum.  8-1  tea  Fai  SowL  HM  aBws 


9.30  P0RT0BELL0  HANDICAP  (£2.976: 61)  (12) 


1  7033 

2  05-1 

3  0200 
i  0230 

5  040- 

6  151- 

7  WH1 
S  2215 

9  023- 

10  wa 

11  E05 

72  -tOO 
2  1  flJVpoM. 

ueicuy  1 2- 1 


UTILE  am  14  lCDJBT.f.6)  P  fans  64-12  .  J  Ftpm  5 

WAYPOWT  19  (0.GJH thaKDn 4-9-11  -  --  TQurtiB 

LflGH  CROfTEH  5  (B.CDJ.G.S)  P  Cunoril  8-9-10  D  Holland  1 
JiVSJ) STAR 5? (B.CD.6J  t*i  N Mk**, 4-M  CTS9*(3IJ 
MR  SPEARCT  2J1  (DE)  C  WjH  4-M.  ...  ..  .  NCafeJe  12 
BARRACK  YARD  259  (B)  A  Steal  4-9-7  .  ...  JIMWWiBIO 
MB1CUnY12(GUGta*4^-S  . G^anefJ 

HOH  MAJESTIC  11  (V.Q.F.G)  R  ttampa*  4  9-4  IWtoms7 
NHACHES  155  (Vi.G|  N  Badfaage  6-9-0  ...  RFtodunil 

RYKRS  RASCAL  2  (D5)  E  Afctw  5-6-1Q .  Jfoftwfi 

DBR06  26  {B.CD.F.6t  D  A»bs  6-8-6 

J0*nefl4dunfc.|719 

AND  TIER  (WHTMARE  IB  (CO.F.G^)  ft  MAtRa  5-8-3 

LStedinr 

9-2  DaiacL  Tad.  7-1  Leigh  CteHa.  KM  (hof  -jsi  Hoh 
dtoi. 


Portman 

posts 

warning 

Point-to-point 

by  Carl  Evans 

PREDICTING  the  weather 
used  to  involve  guesswork,  but 
not  any  more.  It  will  be  dry  — 
at  leasi  until  the  cricket  season 
starts  and  the  first  garden 
fetes  hang  out  the  bunting. 

This  is  why  the  Jockey  Club 
decided  this  week  to  allow 
meetings  to  be  postponed  if  it 
seemed  that  few  horses  would 
be  in  action  on  the  parched 
ground.  Such  a  meeting,  the 
Portman  at  Radbury  Rings, 
comes  into  that  category  today 
but  instead  of  calling  off  the 
fixture,  reduced  entry  fees  of 
£10  and  £5  are  being  charged. 
Notices  warning  the  public 
that  runners  wiJJ  be  scarce  are 
to  be  placed  at  the  entrance. 

Badbury  Rings  has  no  wa¬ 
tering  facilities,  other  courses 
have  been  working  overtime 
to  moisten  the  ground,  using 
bowsers,  irrigation  systems, 
slurry  tankers  and.  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  Wednesday’s  Tiver¬ 
ton  meeting,  an  umbilical 
water  carrier,  a  mile  of  tubing 
attached  to  a  sprayer  and  a 
real  lifeline  for  the  fixture.  • 

The  ground  must  be  reason¬ 
able  for  the  Yorkshire  trainer, 
Tim  Walford.  ro  risk  his 
horses,  which  includes  prom¬ 
ising  Ask  Antony  in  the  four- 
mile  Grimthorpe  Gold  Cup  at 
the  Middleton  tomorrow. 
Walford  says  it  is  and.  since  he 
is  clerk  of  the  course  and 
responsible  for  watering,  he 
should  know.  With  Boulevard 
Bay  in  PPORA  race,  three  in 
the  members’  and  Noreason- 
arail  in  the  maiden  race. 
Walford  is  set  for  a  busy  day. 

Julian  Pritchard,  the  title 
leader,  can  win  on  Bagatino  at 
the  Ludlow  meeting  today  and 
has  excellent  prospects  on  Lets 
Twist  Again  at  the  Ledbury 
tomorrow,  both  courses  hav¬ 
ing  been  watered. 

TODAY'S  MEETINGS:  EScesU*  win 
Whaddon  Chase  al  Kmgsttm  Blount,  7m 
north  Bi  High  Wycorrfce  (t»y  raca  i  30). 
Braes  of  OeflMBnt,  Trarmed.  3m  S  of 
Morpctrt  p.00).  Chesiwa.  Afciahum.  in 
SE  ol  Tarportcy  (2.00).  Glamomnn.  SI 
may  3m  S  flf  Cdtbbndgc-  (20C«.  Ludkm  si 
Bmartey.  4m  NE  ol  Ludkxv  (2  00|:  Portman, 
Badtxay  Wrtgi  4rn  WW  ol  Wimtom?  C  TO: 
PuctondQ®,  Bwwheatti,  4m  Wo)  HauwhB 
J2  00)'-  Teteott.  L/tton.  4m  E  H  L&uncesicw 
(2.001.  W  Somerset  Vale.  CoUv&lone.  2m 
NE  c-t  BshffK  Lyflaatd  G  0Ui 
TOMORROW:  Dumfriesshire  at  Lockett*?. 
2m  SW  ol  tewn  (1 30):  Hampshite, 
Hadcwood  Pak.  2m  SE  ol  Baso»ic*e 
(200)-  LetBxuv  Maisemore.  4m  MW  of 
Qoucesiet  (2.00).  kfidcMon  a)  VYNiwbU. 
6m  SW  of  kLanon  11 30)'  PyttHey, 
GulEtoraiflh.  10m  NW  ol  Monhamptoo 
12  00)  WEDNESDAY:  Tiveiton, 
Hockwonhy.  6m  NW  of  Tnranon  |l.30i 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 
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THE  TIMES  GUIDE  TO  THE  PREMIERSHIP  THIS  WEEKEND 


ft!-'*  t 
0‘: 


L&~~;  ARSEHAL 

Arsenal  will  not  walk>crveF- 
iJgf&gf  Leicester  City  as  they  did  over  a 
pathetic  Chelsea,  not  least 
because  Leicester  can  bring  in 
players  cup-tied  for  the  Coca-Cola  finaL 
Even  without  Adams  and  Merson.  Arsenal 
surety  have  enough  big  guns  to  sink, 
Leicester  and  maintain  a  challenge  for  the . 
championship  that  has  suddenly,  even  if  by 
default,  come  alive  again.  Arsenal  have  no 
one  as  inventive  as  Garry  Parker  in 
midfield  and  Emile  Heskey  could  trouble 
their  defence.  BG 


ASTON  VILLA 


BLACKBURN  ROVERS 


Villa  rattle  on  towards  a  place 
'-HyP  hi  Europe,  courtesy  of  six  wins 
'JS?T  fam  their  past  nine  matches, 

.  sfr***"  but  spare  a -thought  for  Gary 
Charles,  the  right  bade.  Charles  has  not 
played  ‘since  breaking  an  ankle  in  toe  1-1 
draw  against  West  Ham  United  a  year  ago 
and,  after  two  operations,  is  only  new 
taking  his  first  tentative  steps-back  to  full 
health.  “Gary  is  making  progress,"  Brian 
little,  the  Villa  manager,  said.  “He’s  had 
his  ups  and  downs  along  the  way  but  it’s  at 
last  beginning  to  look  better."  RK 


Alec  Ferguson  has  finally 
lgli  found  an  ally  in  his  quest  to 
extend  the  season.  Tony  Parkes 
offered  sympathy  yesterday 
when  considering  the  plight  of  Blackburn 
Rovers*  opponents  this  afternoon:  “Alex  is 
right  in  the  sense  toat  people  are  jealous  of 
Manchester  United.”  But  Parkes  believes 
the  Premiership  cannot  go  back  on  its 
schedule.  “If  you  extend  the  programme, 

.  then  it  should  be  for  all  teams,  not  hist  one 
or  two.”  he  said.  Rovers  have  a  fuu  squad 
tochoosefrom.  DM 


[__  ^  CHELSEA _ J 

’  Chelsea  seem  to  be  in  deep 

crisis;  their  chief  consolation 
Pfte  being  that  Wimbledon,  too, 
have  gone  off  the  boil.  After  the 
defeat  at  Coventry  City  cm  Wednesday. 
Steve  Clarke,  toe  defender,  excoriated  his 
team-mates.  Chelsea’s  best  semi-final  hope 
may  lie  in  their  incansistaicy.  You  never 
knowhow  good  or  bad  they  will  be.  In  Zola. 
Petrescu,  Di  Matteo  and  Marie  Hughes 
they  have  players  who  rise  to  toe  great 
occasion,  and  Dennis  Wise  wfll  be  bad;  to 
buzz  about  in  midfield.  BG 


Hot  on  the  heels  of  BareefonaS  v 
glfaMI  rumoured  E20  million.'  bid  for 
ajqg  Alan  Shearer,  DarraiHudcer- , 
jjyf  jhe  England  Und»-a  and 

Coventry  winger,  was  .  - 

be  worth  B4  mlihon  Adm ,, 
was  based  on  projected  transferees  mm?.. 
buTft  stfll  caused  mudi  amusement 

•  has  done  is  get  me  a  lot  of  suck  firatte,  .  . 
other  lads.”  '  .  T-  V 


DERBY  COUNTY 


EVERTON 


LEEDS'UNfTED 


It  has  not  taken  long  for  toe 
\L->r/  Baseball  Ground  regulars  to 
take  Paulo  Wanchope  to  their 
hearts.  Jim  Smith,  the  manag¬ 
er,  is  a  little  more  cautious,  though.  While 
the  Costa  Rica  striker  created  Derby’s  goal 
against  Southampton  in  midweek,  he  lost . 
possession  all  too  easily  in  the  build-up  to 
Southampton’s  equaliser.  Indeed,  for  all  toe 
comparisons  with  Heskey.  Asprilla  and 
Duncan  Ferguson,  Wanchope,  23.  has 
much  to  learn  —  about  English  life  let  alone 
its  football.  RH 


Everran'S  search  for  toe  elusive 
.  JJJJL  victory  that  should  ensure  safe- 

ty  continues  against  Tottenham 

Hotspur  today.  "It’s  a  massive 
game, ■•were  expected  to  win  it  and  rightly 
so,”  Dave  Watson,  the  caretaker  player- 
-  manager,  said.  At  least  he  has  Earl  Barrett 
bade,  but  toe  injury  problems  continue, 
with  Short  and  Unsworth  struggling  and 
Parkinson  possibly  out  for  the  rest  of  toe 
season.  At  least  Watson  has  one  consolation 
if  they  do  nor  win  today:  Liverpool  are  toe 
next  visitors  to  Goodison.  PB 


Leeds  at  least  cannot  complain 
that  they  are  playing  too  much 
football.  With  the  fixture  away 
to  Wimbledon  postponed  to 
next  Wednesday  because  of  the  FA  Cup, 
they  have  played  only  one  match  in  three 
weeks.  Instead  “we’ve  been  working  very 
hard  on  our  passing  and  on  keeping 
possession”,  George  Graham  reported, 
although  he  had  the  grace  to  add  “but  you 
wouldn’t  have  thought  so”,  after  the  CM3 
draw  with  Blackburn  Rovers  on  Monday, 
Leeds’s  fifth  at  Elland  Road  this  season.PB 


\  LEICESTER  CITY _ j 

Steve  Walsh  transformed  the 
VtsHhf*)  Coca-Cola  Cup  final  last  week 
when  he  moved  into  toe  attack. 

^ ^  However,  a  toe  injury  sus¬ 
tained  against  Everton  in  midweek  leaves 
him  doubtful  for  the  replay  against  Mid¬ 
dlesbrough  on  Wednesday.  His  absence  can 
be  absorbed  against  Arsenal  this  afternoon 
by  the  inclusion  of  Matt  Elliott,  who  is  cup- 
tied.  Elliott  has  impressed  sinoe  his  dub. 
record  £1.6  million  transfer  from  Oxford 
United  and  is  unlikely  to  suffer  in  compari¬ 
sons  with  Keown  today.  RH 


|  LIVERPOOL  ^  -  l  :  ’ 

'  Rov  Evans  does  not- jherety  - 

have  toe  headache  of  Dmdd;.  . 
James  to  trouble  him..  His,  ; 
whole  defence  has  been  shrity ; . , 
of  late  and  it  is  within  the  bade,  three  toat  he  / 
must  make  some  tough  decisions  before  the  r. 
game  tomorrow  at  Roker  Park.  Matteo  anq  .  - 
Harkness  will  probably  be  replaced  by .  / - 
Kvarme  and  Babb.  “We  have  the  option  to  ., 
make  changes,  but  I  have  to  be  tareftoart-.— 
to  overreact,”  Evans  said  yesterday;-  One-, 
change  he  will  have  to  t0®*®  }?.“*“■* 
suspended  McAteer.  Jones  will  fill  m.  DM 


MANCHEStB?  UNITED 


MIDDLESBROUGH 


NEWCASTLE  UNITED 


.NOTTINGHAM  FOREST 


arggJV  “We  went  to  Germany  with  21 
fit  players  and  came  bade  with 
16,”  Alex  Ferguson,  the  manag¬ 
er,  said  yesterday.  Schmeichei. 
May.  Giggs,  Irwin  and  Solskjaer  miss  toe 
trip  to  Blackburn,  with  Schmeichei  virtually 
ruled  out  of  the  visit  to  Anfield  next  week 
too.  The  Saturday  after  a  European  trip  has 
often  been  unrewarding  for  .United,  so  this 
time  they  trained,  bad  massages  and 
treated  their  injured  players  in  Germany 
before  returning.  “We  think  than  the  better 
way  of  doing  it,”  Ferguson  said.  PB 


jSjrSrya  Ben  Roberts  will  put  on  his 
long-  hair-taming  Alice  band 
with  extra  care  tomorrow.  He 
is,  after  all;  replacing  the  cup- 
tied  Mark  Schwarzer  in  goal  for  the  FA 
Cup  semi-final  against  Chesterfield  at  Old 
Trafford.  Meanwhile  Bryan  Robson,  toe 
manager,  has  taken  to  telephoning  per¬ 
ceived  media  detractors.  Fed  up  with 
criticism  of  “my  lads”  he  takes  exception  to 
suggestions  toe  club  has  spent  too  much 
money  and.  so  for,  achieved  too  little 
success.  Time  will  tdl 


Kenny  Dalglish  has  refused  to 
join  in  toe  argument  over  plans 
to  extend  this  season.  The 
Newcastle  manager,  however, 
has  offered  a  sensible  blueprint  for  next 
season.  Dalglish  wants  to  see  all  interna¬ 
tional  matches  played  on  a  Saturday.  Sky 
Television  chocsing  its  games  before  the 
fixture  list  is  published,  and  then  sticking  to 
it,  and  all  European  dates  being  kept  dear 
for  the  top  dubs.  He  has  also  issued  a  firm 
warning  to  any  dubs  eyeing  Alan  Shearer 
“He  is  not  for  sale  at  any  price.”  DM 


Ano^ter  difficult  wed;  in  a 
difficult  season  for  this  trou- 
KjjsSjr  bled  dub.  The  players  were 
'  v  enjoying  a  three-day  break  in 
Bournemouth  when  Southampton  moved 
above  them  in  toe  table,  sending  Forest  to 
toe  bottom.  Meanwhile.  Chris  Bart-Wfl- 
Uams  was  sent  off  for  toe  reserves  an  his 
first  appearance  back  after  injury.  Perhaps 
it  is  as  well  that  they  are  without  a  game 
today.  Dave  Bassett,  the  general  manager, 
is  using  toe  opportunity  to  make  a  scouting 
trip  to  France.  RH 


SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY 


SOUTHAMPTON 


*  % 

V- 


jRjgM  Wednesday  face  a  game  tomor- 
row  that  will  have  a  significant 
bearing  on  their  season..  Vic¬ 
tory  over  Newcastle  would 
place  them  within  teach  of  a  Uefa  Cup 
place,  defeat  would  leave  them  four  points 
behind  theGeordies,  who  would  also  have  a 
game  in  hand.  No  wonder,  then,  that  David 
Pleat  has  pondered  long  and  hard  about  his 
line-up.  Hirst  is  struggling  with  a  ham¬ 
string  injury  and  Humphreys  is  in  line  to 
deputise-  Heat  is  also  likely  to  recall 
Stefanovic,  for  Nicol.  •  DM 


HOW  THEY  STAND 


/  •  ~  •  .  Goal  Laatfivs 

- P.-Pts  drff  kje  games 

1, Manchester Urtted . 32  63  +27  WLWWL 

5  Arsenal . 33  60  +27  WWWLW, 

LWDWL 


'  /  3  Liverpool . 32  60  +26 

1  i  a  t.i..  ini.  oo  re  •  a  a 


*•  4  Aston  VBIa . 33  56  +14  WLDWWW 


SUNDERLAND 


WDLC&E 


During  his  days  at  Anfield, 
KIM  Paul  Stewart  spent  more  time 
on  the  golf  course  than  on  the 
.  pitch  but.  a  slight  calf-  injury 
permitting,  he  will  be  in  Sunderland’s 
starting  liite-up  tomorrow  against  liver- 
pool  at  Roker  Park,  a  fixture  Antal  to  both 
Liverpool’s  championship  challenge  a$d 
Sunderland’S  attempt  to  avoid  relegation. 
Peter  .Reid  will  be  asking  Richard  Ord  to 
mark  Robbie  Fowler  as  tightly  as  he  did 
Alan  Shearer  in  the  drawn  match  away  to 
Newcastle  United  last  week. 


-5  Newcastle _ 31  53  +23  LLWDD 

■■  V  -  •  6  Sheffield  Wednesday  -  32  52  +5  WWLDW 

;  -  -.  . 

2. 

■J- _ 33  42-  - . .VVDLC^ 

Goventry 34  36  -16  ■ ?:  DUjlS/W.-- 

‘l ;  "•  16  West  Ham_. 32  34.  -10  ;.  .WDQSVD> 

J.7«undorlanci»..^.;._:^_  33  .34  .  -19  .-.XWttDD. 
-V-  ifl*:kftkSasbroiigh  a.'..,... '32  :33  .  >;-fl^:  WWWD[J  - 
-  -^iSSouawrptorvI.:.....;...  33  31  V-tiL-r:  LLDWJ;1. 
’  '•  -20  Forest 34  31  DBDDL"'- 


A  Southampton  University 
g£r|s  computer  suggests  that  39 
-  points  will  guarantee  FA  Car- 

ling  Premiership  safety  tois 
season,  but  that  Southampton  have  only  a 
41  per  cent  chance  of  getting  them,  rising  to 
more  than  60  per  cent  if  they  beat  West 
Ham  United  at  The  Dell  today.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  whilea  victory  would  lift  them  above 
toe  visitors.  Southampton  have  not  won  at 
home  since  December  21.  and  are  without 
Matthew  Le  Ussier,  who  left  the  field  after 
only  16  minutes  at  toe  Baseball  Ground.  NS 


Du'h 


TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR 


Remember  Ramon  Vega,  the 
g/akgt  Switzerland  central  defender 
who  signed  for  Tottenham  for 
£3.7  million  from  Cagliari,  of 
Italy,  three  months  ago?  Not  a  lot  of  people 
do.  Vega  was  booked  in  his  first  game,  and 
replaced  in  the  69th  minute;  he  was  booked 
in  his  second  game,  and  subsequently  sent 
off;  in  his  third  game,  he  was  substituted 
three  minutes  into  toe  second  half.  He  has 
since  missed  ten  matches  through  injury 
and  suspension  but,  allegedly,  will  return 
against  Everton  this  afternoon.  RK 


.mi 
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WEST  HAM  UNITED 


WIMBLEDON 


v  a* :<*)&&. 


JMH.  "I’ve  no  doubt  hell  enjoy  the 
challenge  and  bring  success  to 
toe  dub.”  So  did  Harry 
Redknapp  welcome  Graeme 
Souness  and  his  Southampton  team  to 
Upton  Park  in  August  One  relegation 
battle  later,  Redknapp  goes  to  The  Dell 
today  seeking  to  inflict  further  misery  on  a 
rival  manager  that  he  has  “got  a  lor  of  time 
for".  Redknapp,  who  welcomes  bade  Dicks 
from  suspension,  has  said  all  winter  that  42 
points  will  be  needed  for  survival.  “1  think 
well  be  all  right"  he  said.  -  KP 


H®  With  one  win  in  ten.  Wimble- 
W*  don’s  only  realistic  route  into 
aJjf  Europe  is  via  Wembley.  The 
usual  sense  of  humour  was  in 
evidence  to  those  holding  on  the  dub 
switchboard,  and  hearing  Oleta  Adams 
singing  Get  There  If  You  Can.  Omens?  The 
ticket  allocation  for  the  FA  Cup  semi-final  at 
Highbury  tomorrow  indudes  seats  at  the 
Clock  End,  which  their  supporters  have 
occupied  during  Wimbledon’s  nine 
successive  unbeaten  visits  to  Arsenal’s 
ground.  NS 


■  •"  ‘‘  ‘j  4; 
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Reports:  Brian  Gtenvffle,  Peter  Ball,  Russell  Kempson,  Ffichaid  Hobson,  Nick  Szczapardk, 
Keith  PHce,  David  Maddock.  Statatics:  Julian  Desborough 


ARSENAL V 
LEICESTER  CITY 


TICKETS:  SOU  0i4 


BLACKBURN  ROVERS  v 
MANCHESTER  UNITED 


TICKETS:  SoW  out 


DERBY  COUNTY  V 
ASTON  VILLA 


TICKETS:  Sold  out 


EVERTON  v 

TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR 

TICKETS:  Ssat3  available 


aA  I  Sbj 

A  I  ^ 


10-YEAR  RECORD:  — .  4-1.  — .  — ,  — .  — .  — .  — .  M.  - 


10-YEAR  RECOfto:  — .  — .  — ,  — .  — .  — .  OO,  24).  2-4. 1-2 


10-YEAR  RECORD:  - 


2-1. 0-1. 0-2.  — 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 


0.  (from)-  D  Seaman.  L  Dixon.  N  Wintobum,  M  Keown, 
I.  D  Ptatt,  P  Vieira.  D  Bergkamp,  I  Wright,  S  Huj^es. 


ARSENAL  (from)- 
S  BouW.  D  Ptatt, 
R  Parlour,  I  Rankin 


LBCESTER  CfTY  (from):  K  KeOer.  P  Kaamark,  M  Whitlow.  S  Guppy. 
M  EUtott,  C  HW.  J  Walls.  N  Lennon,  S  Campbell,  C  Wilson,  G  Parker, 
M  Izzet,  S  Taylor,  S  Cteridge.  E  Heskey,  I  MarshaD.  M  Robins,  K  Poole 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

BLACKBURN  ROVERS  (from):  T  Flowers.  J  Kama,  H  Berg,  C  Hendry. 
G  Le  Sojx,  I  Pearce,  N  Marker,  W  McKWay.  L  Bohinen,  C  Sutton. 
K  Gallacher.  G  Donis.  J  Wfaw,  P  Pedarwn.  S  GTvan,  P  Warhurst 
T  Sherwood.  G  RRcrott 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

DERBY  COUNTY  (from)1  R  Hou»,  G  Rowett,  J  Lmirsen.  P  McGrath. 
C  Daftly.  D  Powell.  M  Sofis,  R  van  der  Lean,  P  TroUope,  A  Asanovic, 
C  PcweH,  A  Ward,  OStisridge.  P  Wanchope.  R  Willems.  P  Srnpson, 
M  Carbon.  M  Taylor. 


1Q-YEAR  RECORD:  1-0.  0-0,  14).  2-1, 1-1,  3-1. 1-2,  £)-l.  q-0.  1-1. 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

D  Wteson.  C  Short, 

D  QJ^*’  a  Qam*V’  M  Branch. 

CTTwwST'  P  Rkteout'  J  p  Genard.  R  Dun no,  A  Eaton, 


MANCHESTER  UNITED  (from)  R  van  derGouw.  G  Neville.  G  Paffister. 
R  Johnsea  P  Newfie.  D  Beckham,  N  Butt,  R  Kaana,  E  Cantona  A  Cote, 
BThomtey.  J  Cruyfl,  K  Poborsky,  B  McCtafr. 


ASTON  VB-LA  (from):  M  Oakes,  M  Bosmch,  F  Nelson,  A  Wright. 
U  Ehiogu.  S  Staunton,  G  Southgate.  A  Townsend.  M  Draper.  I  Taylor. 
D  Yoke,  S  Mosevic,  M  Hughes,  R  Sdmoca 


TOTTENHAM.  HOTSPUR  (from):  I  Walter,  D  Austin.  J  EdWaumh. 


SOUTHAMPTON  v 
WEST  HAM  UNITED 


TICKETS:  Sold  our 


TOMORROW 


D  Andwtbn.  R  Fo^  f^ftLAsSoni '  6  rrJ^S' 

S  Nethercott.  EBaardeen,  O  R  R°aenlhal- 


.  SHEFFIBi)  WEDNESDAY  # 
*  v  NEWCASTLE  UNITED  .  ¥\ 


TICKETS:  Sees  awfitofc' 


SUNDEftLANDv 


LIVERPOOL 


TICKETS:  SOU  out 


10-YEAR  RECORD:  1-0. 2-1,  +0.  — .  1-0,  0-2. 1-1.  OO 


10-year  PEcoay.  &0.0-1.  i-a  — ,  2-2.  — .  —.0-1.  w).  0-2 


10-YEAR  RECORD:-.— ,. 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

SOUTHAMPTON  (from):  M  Teytor.  J  Dodd,  C  LunMMm.  F  BenoR. 
U  van  Gobbaf.  E  Berkovic.  R  Slater,  M  Oakley.  J  Magtorv  E  QMeMtod. 
M  Evans,  S  Chariton,  S  Basham,  K  Monkou.  N  Maddban.  D  Deesant. 
A  Nefcon 


_  HOW  THEY  UNE  UP  . 

aCFFCUD  WEDNESDAY  frorr$:  K  Pressman.  I  Nolan.  S  Nicol. 
D  water,  L  Briscoe.  G  WH&ncfam,  P  Atherton.  M  Pambridgg, 
B  Carbone.  D  Hirst,  A  Booth,  Rf  Stoker.  R  Htsnphrays.  M  Ctaite. 
S  Odies.  WCoBria,  D  Stetemb. 


.  HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

SUhOB^LANO  (frwnkl L  Perez,  G  Hall  D  Kubfcld.  R  Ord.  L  HoMey, 


J  Erfloeon.-  D  KeSy,  C  woods,  P  Wteama,  S  Agnew. 


WEST  HAM  UNITED  fprobabW-  L  Wtokc 
J  Dtcte.  S  Lazaricfia,  S  Lomas.  I  Bishop.  M  Hi 
Substitutes:  S  Potts.  H  Porfrio,  K  Rowland, 


Wosfco,  M  Rieper,  R  Hari,  S  BSc 
1.  M  Hughes,  J  Harteon,  PKteon 
tend,  IDowte.  LSnley 


NEWCASTLE  UNITED  (trorrfl:  S  HUqp,  W  Baron,  D  Peacock. 
P  Abort.  R  ESiotr,  K  GSespie,  D  Bata,fl  Lee.  D  Qnola.  A  Sheerer. 


P  Atoort.  R  0 bit,  K  GSaspie,  0 
L  Ferdtoand.  L  Oak.  F  AspriBe,  P 


Lee.  D  Gaiola.  A  Clearer, 
P  Beardsley,  j  BerasfrxcL 


LIVERPOOL  (Item):  D  games,  S-harkness,  D  Metteo,  M  Wright 
J  Redknepp,  J  Bamn.  S  Mcfctenaman.  SI  Biomebye.  R  Jones 
R  Foeter^SC^nom. BT  Kvarme,  M Thomas,  A  Wsmsr,  p Berger' 


F»C$)PBB»R|ULS. 


LEADING  SCORERS 


21:  A  Shearer  (Newcastle  Unted) 

|  20: 1  Wright  (Arsenal) 

17:  RFowtar  (Liverpool) 

;  16:0  Yoke  (Aston  Via) 

,  14:  F  Ravarwrifi  (IWrUesbroogti);  Ofl  SoW^aer  (Mandastar  United) 
13;  L  Ferdinand  (NewcssUe  Unftad) 

12:  D  Dubfin  (Coventry  ca^;  M  Le  Tlsatar  (Southamjaon) 

1 1:D  Bergkamp' (Ars«Hd):C  Sutton  (Btackbum  Rovers):  S  Cteridge 
(Lric^ter);  S  CoBymore  (LhmrpooQ;  E  Baku  (Wimbledon) 


CHESTERFIELD  V 
MIDDLESBROUGH 


TICKETS:  Sold  oul 

PREWOUS  CIS*  MBETMSSc  46  0frrt  round,  -  ■ 

,  towxj, 1929-30).  2-1  flountnoeni  i9«+7).  2-g |  (i«WE5. 

'  ‘  ■:  '  r  HOWTWYLOreUP  !  . 

OseatelmeiB  jtan):  W  Mercer,  J  Hevritt  M  JJe s,  M  PettaiBon, 
M  WNapte.  S  O ycte.  M  Bxton  A  Moris.  J  Howard.  C  Beaumont 
K  DavM,  I  Dunn,  C  FerHne.  A  Lormor. 


Se  :  CHELSEAV  -  4 
^  .  WIMBLEDON  >•  ^ 

J  TICKETS;  Soidptf.  .  ’  I 

PREVIOUS  CUP  MSchNGS:'24 1-3  (1UM6). 


^  L-. 


LATEST  BETTING 


ppeinlewh^i  4-tt  Manchester  (fritted,  3-1:  LKwpod,  5-1:  Arsenal. 
FA  CupB-4:  Wddtesbrough,  Chelsea,  5-2:  Wimbiadon,  20-1: 
CheMerlMd.  Odds  suppfltd  by  ladbrafos 


***** z Fkrine. Vickara.GFMlB. 
V  Kinder.  G  Sackmore.  R  Ujriot  A  Moon.  Emweon.  Jmtaho. 
F  Havanefi.  M  Beck.  D  Whyte,  C  Hgnett.  ;  + 


7  HOW-THEVUNfeUP  '  • 

CHELSEA  (from):  F  Grodae,  F-  Stocter.  F  Laboeuf,  $  Ctate. 
0  ftttaacu,  E  Newton.  R  DI  Mstedi  B  Wlaa,  S  Wnto.  M  Mughee, 
G  G  Vlatt,  P  Huobes.  A  Myers.  E  Johnson.  C  ’Buriey,  J  Monte, 

P  ftarter,  N  OementN  Colgw.^ 


•«*«<«  Bl-ckbura 


Tv  u'T'T' 


WMBLBDON  (from):  N  SiAai  K  Cunei 
O  Bedenll.  Vianet.  R  Eerie,  M  GMa,  O  L 
EStdfco,  J -Goodman,  M  Hartote,  P  FeaTi, 


2f*n  SkySporte  J  CfwetarlMd  » 

6^faK1Jfc«d»o.lh.lfrV( 


*WtaMedon(Hw) 
WScup  ' 


V-'VT-^5.  - 
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Roberts  in 
*  goal  as 
biggest 
week 
beckons 

By  Peter  Bah. 

MIDDLESBROUGH  have 
been  bedevilled  with  injuries 
for  most  of  the  season.  There  is 
no  change  tomorrow,  as  they 
embark  on  the  most  momen¬ 
tous  four  days  in  the  club’s 
history  without  their  captain, 
Nigel  Pfearson,  and  with  their 
new  £13  million  goalkeeper, 
Mark  Schwarzer,  on  crutches. 

Schwaraer  is  ineligible  for 
the  FA  Cup  semi-final  against 
I  Chesterfield  tomorrow,  but  he 
1  is  now  also  doubtful  for  ibe 
Coca-Cola  Cup  final  replay  on 
Wednesday.  His  replacement 
will  be  Ben  Roberts,  21.  who 
began  die  season  as  the  club’s 
third-choice  goalkeeper,  but 
had  just  claimed  a  first-team 
place  when  Schwarzer  was 
signed. 

“1  hope  to  show  I  can  do  it 
on  the  big  occasion.’*  Roberts 
said  yesterday.  “You’ve  got  to 
be  confident  in  yourself,  other¬ 
wise  you  freeze.  Pm  really 
looking  forward  to  Sunday. 
My  mind  has  been  on  it  for 


Keeper  shapes  up  on  a  diet  of  chips 


i 


weeks  —  it’s  the  biggest  game 
of  my  career.’’.  - 

Bryan  Robson  also  has  con¬ 
fidence  in  his  goalkeeper.  “I’ve 
no  worries  about  Ben,"  the 
Middlesbrough  manager 
said.  “His  temperament  is 
very  good.  He’s  so  cool."  . 

'Hie  loss  of  Pearson  and 
Stamp,  added  to  the  absence 
of  Cox,  who  is  suspended, 
means  that  Robson  is  again 
facing  changes  for  what  he 
describes,  with  a  relegation 
battle  against  Sunderland 
next  weekend,  as  “ the  biggest 
week  in  the  club’s  history". 

He 'added:  “I  seem  to  be 
saying  that  every  week,  but  I 
don’t  mind  repeating  it  to  the 
players.  We  can  make- dub 
history  by  reaching  the  FA 
Cup  Final  for  the  first  time.  I 
want  to  win  the  FA  Cup. 
because  J  want  us  to  be  in  the 
Cup  Winners’  Cup  next  season 
rather  than  the  Uefe°Qip  — 
it’s  easier  to  win." 

He  would  be  ill-advised  to 
say  that  around  Anfield.  but 
Robson  is  delighted  .with  the 
venue  for  the  game  tomorrow. 
“We  will  respect  Chesterfield," 
he  said,  "but  the  great  thing 
for  us  is  that  the  game  is  at 
Old  Trafford.  where  the  pitch 
is  good,  and  that  will  suit  us." 


As  legend  has  it.  Neil 
Sullivan  leapt  high 
from  his  seat,  punched 
the  air  and  celebrated  wildly 
when  David  Seaman,  the  Eng¬ 
land  goalkeeper,  saved  the 
finally  from  Gary  McAllister, 
the  Scotland  captain,  during 
the  European  championship 
last  year.  It  was.  after  all.  no 
more  than  a  typical  reaction 
from  a  true-blue  Englishman, 
bom  and  bred  in  Surrey  and 
with  three  lions  pounding  on 
his  chest 

In  truth.  Sullivan,  the  Wim¬ 
bledon  goalkeeper,  watched 
relatively  nonplussed  in  a 
beach-front  bar  in  Barbados, 
where  he  was  on  holiday  with 
his  girlfriend,  Julie,  a  Scot.  “If 
ftf  been  jumping  up  and  down 
as  I-  was  supposed  to  have 
been,  she’d  have  given  me  a 
swift  right  hook,"  he  said. 
“Perhaps  1  did  favour  Eng¬ 
land,  maybe  1  was  egging 
them  on  inside,  bur  I  don’t 
think  1  really  showed  it." 

As  he  lounged  in  the  shade, 
sipped  a  cool  drink  and  tried  to 
keep  his  emotions  in  check,  the 
significance  of  the  moment 
could  not  possibly  have  dis¬ 
turbed  his  idyllic  break.  In 
February,  eight  months  later, 
it  struck  with  a  vengeance. 

Suilivan,  27,  who  pfays  for 
Wimbledon  against  Chelsea  in 
the  FA  Cup  semi-final  at 
Highbury  tomorrow,  was  se¬ 
lected  for  the  Scotland  squad 
to  meet  Estonia  in  their  re-' 
staged  World  Cup  qualifying 
match  in  Monaco.  He  had 
discovered  a  Celtic  connection 
(his  maternal  grandfarlter. 
Andy  Campbell),  pursued  it 
with  vigour  and  then  persuad¬ 
ed  Craig  Brown,  the  Scotland 
manager,  that  he  was  good 
enough  with  a  series  of  agile 
displays. 

Although  the  story  of  Sea¬ 
man’S  save  had  beoome  dis¬ 
torted.  the  natives  north  of  the 
border  were  enraged.  “I  know 
the  rules  allow  it  but  1  have  to 
disagree,"  Tommy  Docherty, 
the  former  Scotland  manager, 
blustered.  “It  is  farcical." 


NEIL 

SULLIVAN 


THE  FACE  OF 
FOOTBALL 


v 

"-V 


By  Russell  Kempson 


Several  influential  Scottish  ob¬ 
servers  said  it  too,  their 
poison  pens  dripping  with 
anti-Anglo  vitriol.  How  could 
Brown  pick  a  southern-softie 
Sassenach  who  had  dared  to 
revel  in  McAllister’s  misery? 

Sullivan  chuckles,  which  he 
does  frequently.  He  has  a 
disarming  nature,  appears  at 
ease  in  any  company,  Crazy 
Gang  or  otherwise,  and  recalls 
the  controversy  with  little 
more  than  amusement.  “It 
was  only  one  or  two  people 
who  gor  upset,"  he  said.  “If 
affected  me  a  bit  at  first  but 
once  I  had  spoken  to  Craig 
about  it.  everything  was  fine. 
The  real  Scottish  supporters 
have  been  superb." 

Other  cynics  might  claim 
that  Sullivan  is  ideally  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  Scotland  goal- 
keeping  jersey  after  his  much- 
highlighted  errors,  in  suc¬ 
cessive  matches,  against 
Manchester  United  and 
Newcastle  United  at  the  start 
of  this  season.  David 
Beckham,  the  Manchester 
United  midfield  player,  outra¬ 
geously  lobbed  the  ball  over 
him  from  inside  the  United 
half:  David  Baity,  of 
Newcastle  United,  chipped  in 


Catch  of  the  day:  Sullivan,  the  Wimbledon  goalkeeper,  is  ready  for  die  challenge  presented  by  Chelsea  tomorrow 


'his  ill-directed  headed  clear¬ 
ance  from  35  yards.  Again,  he 
chuckles  at  the  memories. 
“With  Beckham'S  shot.  I  knew 
it  was  going  to  be  close  as  soon 
as  he  hit  it.  Then  I  thought: 
‘Hello,  it’s  getting  closer.’ Then 
I  thought:  ‘I'm  not  going  to  get 
it.'  It  must  have  dropped  an 
inch  under  the  crossbar  ... 
but  at  least  I'm  going  to  be  on 
television  for  the  next  50 
years." 

His  team-mates  still  rib  him 
about  tiis  place  in  history  and, 
during  training,  often  attempt 
to  beat  him  from  the  halfway 
line.  He  has  also  had  his 


training  shoes  nailed  to  the 
floor  and  Deep  Heat  surrepti¬ 
tiously  smeared  in  his  under¬ 
pants.  “I  suppose  it's  all  parr  of 
our  tradition.''  he  said. 

Though  he  denies  taking  a 
ringleader's  role  in  such 
pranks— “l  just  watch  it  all  go 
on."  he  said,  albeit  unconvinc¬ 
ingly  —  he  admits  a  deep- 
rooted  affection  for  the 
Wimbledon  way.  He  joined 
the  club  in  his  early  teens,  as  a 
goalkeeper,  yet  still  turned  out 
for  Oalcway  Ajax,  in  the- local 
Morden  youth  league,  as  a 
midfield  player.  “At  that  age, 
you  just  want  to  play  football," 


he  said.  “You  don?  care  where 
you  play."  Derision  day  arri¬ 
ved  when,  at  14,  the  Junction 
Tavern  pub  side  from  nearby 
Raynes  Park  called  on  his 
talents.  “It  was  good  fun  for  a 
while  but  when  you’ve  got  a 
six-foot  bruiser  foil  of  beer 
bearing  down  on  you.  you 
know  it’s  time  to  get  serious.  I 
had  to  give  it  up.  the  dub 
wouldn’t  let  me  play  for  them 
anymore.’* 

Sullivan  accepts  that  he  still 
has  much  to  leam  —  he  earned 
a  regular  first-team  slot  only 
last  season,  having  twice  re¬ 
covered  from  a  broken  leg. 


and  has  yet  to  start  a  game 
after  three  Scotland  call-ups. 
He  also  owes  much  to  his 
parents.  Pamela  and  Terry. 
“When  1  was  a  lad.  they  drove 
me  everywhere,"  he  said.  “1 
can  remember  them  watching 
me  from  the  touchline,  stand¬ 
ing  there  freezing.  They  were 
brilliant" 

Campbell  has  helped,-  too. 
his  Glaswegian  roots  opening 
the  international  door  for  his 
grandson  to  squeeze  through. 
The  irony  is  not  lost  on 
Sullivan;  seven  years  ago, 
Campbell  moved  to  Wey¬ 
mouth.  He  still  lives  there.  . 


Dyche  steps  out  of  shadows  to  bask  in  limelight 


For  six  years.  Sean 
Dyche  has  wondered 
whether  tomorrow 
would  ever  come.  Since  leav- 
.  ing  Nottingham  Forest  in  1991 
in  search  of  regular  first-team 
football,  he  has  hankered 
after  die  big  stage  that  hosts 
matches  of  true  importance. 
His  day  is  about  to  dawn. 

Dyche.  25.  wfll  lead  out 
Chesterfield  in  the  FA  Cup 
semi-final  against  Middles¬ 
brough  at  Old  Trafford  to¬ 
morrow.  The  game  has 
gripped  the  townsfolk  like  no 
other  in  the  club's  131-year 
history.  Before  this  season. 
Chesterfield  had  never  pro¬ 
gressed  beyond  the  fifth 
round  and  had  not  even  gone 


That  for  since  1950.  Now  they 
are  just  90  minutes  away  from 
Wembley. 

As  a  trainee  at  Forest . 
Dyche.  a  central  defender, 
was  surrounded  by  some  of 
the  most  successful  profes¬ 
sionals  of  the  day.  The  late 
1980s  saw  Brian  Clough  as¬ 
semble  a  side  that  induded 
Des  Walker,  Steve  Hodge. 
Nefl  Webb,  Stuart  Pearce  and 
Nigel  Clough  and  almost 
challenged  for  the  tide. 

While  he  stayed  on  the  right 
side  of  the  manager,  even  to 
the  point  of  helping  Clough  to 
tend  the  roses  at  his  home  in 
Quamdon.  Dyche  gradually 
realised  that  he  would  not 
break’  into  the  side.  “1  was 


Richard  Hobson  meets  the  Chesterfield 
captain  finally  making  the  big  time 


No  41  out  of  41  professionals 
and.  even  though  I  had  a  lot  of 
affection  for  the  place  and  the 
people  there,  I  had  to  leave.” 

Clough  smoothed  -his  pas¬ 
sage  to  Chesterfield  on  a  free 
transfer,  then  managed  by 
Paul  Han,  a  former  Forest 
defender,  whose  thoughts  on 
the  game  echoed  those  of  his 
mentor.  More  than  200 
League  appearances  later, 
Dyche  still  keeps  the  Clough 
philosophy  in  mind. 

“Without  any  question,  he 
is  the  most  amazing  man 


within  the  game  1  have  ever 
come  across."  he  said.  "His 
great  strength  was.  that  every¬ 
thing  he  said  was  so  simple  to 
understand  and  he  was  not  as 
frightening  as  people  have 
said.  You  find  a  lot  of  players 
leave  Premier  League  dubs, 
as  they  now  are,  without 
getting  near  the  team,  but  they 
have  had  such  a  good  ground¬ 
ing  they  can  cope  immediately 
in  another  division." 

The  gulf  between  the  big 
clubs  and  the  smaller  fry  was 
massive  (hen,  but  Dyche 


points  to  the  progress  of 
Chesterfield,  and  Stockport  in 
the  Coca-Cola  Cupt  as  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  gap  is  not 
widening  as  quickly  as  is 
commonly  believed.  Such  a 
view  is  countered  by  the 
difference  in  earnings  be¬ 
tween  Qyche  and  Fabrizio 
Rayanelli,  the  man  he  will 
mark  tomorrow, 

“His  wage  only  affects  me 
in  that  1  wish  it  was  mine," 
Dyche  said.  “To  be  fair,  if  his 
goals  can  take  them  so  for  in 
the  two  big  cup  competitions 
and  keep  them  in  the  Premier 
League,  he  is  probably  worth 
£42,000  per  week." 

Dyche  missed  the  fifth- 
round  tie  against  Forest 


FOOTBALL 
Kek-ctf  3  0  unless  staled 
•  denotes  a*-  octet  .tuIcH 

Foe's  coupon  numbers  in  Brackets 
FA  Carting  Premiership 

(1)  Arsenal  v  Lacestar . 

(2)  Blackburn  v  Manchester  UW . 

13)  Derby  v  Aston  Vila . 

14)  Evertbn  v  Tottenham  .'.  . 

(51  Southampton  v  Wed  Ham  .... 


P  w  D 

Mari  Uld.  •  32  78  S 

Arsenal . 33  17  9 

Liverpool  ..  33  1?  9 
Aston  VBIa....  33  Iff  8 
Newcastle.  ..  31  15  .1. 
Shell  Wed  ..  32  13  13  . 
Chasea  ..  ..  33  13.10  10 
Wimotedon . .  32  12  10  10 
Tottenham .  33  13  6  15 

Leeds  .  _  33  11  9  13 

Lacests.  32  10  1012 
Dert>y  .  .  33  9  12  12 

Blackburn  32  8  13  11 

Evenon  ...  33  .9.10  14 

Coventry  ■  •  34.  8  12  14 

West  Ham.  32  8  IQ  14 

Sunderland  33  8  10  15 


F 

53 
SS 

54 

42 
60 

43 
62 
42 
40 
26 
36 
39 
33 
39 
32 
31 
30 


44  52 
43  S3 
29  52 


tMlddtesbro  32  PjJJ* 

Southampton  33  7 -.ID  16 
Nohm  Forest  34  .6  13  15  o  »  j 
t  Mdtaesbmugn  deducted  three  paWs 

Nationwide  League 
First  division 

i6t  Barnsley  v  Chariton  ...  ...  . 

“  i7)  Bamingnam  v  HuOdersfleM  .. .  . 

|B)  Button  v  Odord  Utd  . 

(9)  Norwich  v  Slate . - . 

(10)  Port  Vale  v  Otdham  — .  . 

(11)  Portsmouth vTrarmere  . 

(121  OPR  v  Gnmstoy  ...  .....  ■  • 

(131  Rearing  v  WotwJfhampton  .  ..  . 
(— j  Sheffield  Ltd  v  Crystal  Palace  .. 
(14)  Southend  v  Bradford . 

'  P  W  D  L  F  A  PH 


Baton  ... 
Barnsley  ■■ 


p  W  D  L  F  A  Pis 
42  26  12  4  90  SO  90 

40  19  13  B  64  46  70 

Wotws  .—  41  20  9  12 

SMtektUtd  42  f  ”  *3 
Port  Vale  ■  .42  16  15  11 

POTST^_jnj3_a_J5 

41  16  13ri2 

40  16  12  12 

42  16  11  15 

41  16  11  14 

41  16  10  15 

42  15  12  15 
41  15  !0  16 

41  14  13  14 

42  13  14  IS 
42  16  5  19 
42  14  9  19 

40  14  9  17 

41  13  12  16 

42  12  13  17 
41  10  11  2C 


Z  Palace 

NCitW>Ch 

Tranmeie 
State..  . 
QPfl  .. 
CharCon 


West - 

Swindon.. 
Oxford  Ltd 
Man  City  .. 
Reading  .. 
Huddercfld 
Bradford  ■ 


60 

45 

69 

TO 

51 

K. 

53 

48 

63 

52 

45 

62 

59 

49 

61 

B9 

41 

60 

Bl 

63 

« 

57 

50 

59 

47 

51 

58 

56 

57 

6/ 

49 

56 

55 

46 

41 

55 

64 

67 

53 

52 

63 

53 

57 

fit 

51 

50 

52 

51 

50 

58 

51 

4fi 

59 

49 

42 

67 

41 

52 

72 

39 

46 

59 

39 

39 

75 

38 

Oktearh  41  9 
Southend  -  -  42  8 

Suxlon.  f^J?wSErtcJi?RvCin>ytsden; 
CongfcHon; 

VVarw^wvWaricsop.  Woriongrorwwr** 

H  LEAGUE  OF  WALK 

ton  v  Ftra  Town: 

fiermev  Porthmadog.  ' 

WELSH  CUP:  Sentf-finels 
SStoLuS^Ltonenr.  2  Or  Baity  V  Com* 

M  NcWlOWI.  2  01.  .  hrtnuillp  V 

BASS  IRISH  Si 

•  Loughgil  ta  VW**** PaK  Benaat 


Second  division 

117)  Blackpool  v  Buty . 

(18)  Bournemouth  v  GflShgham 
(IP)  Crewe  v  Bristol  ftovers  .. 

(20)  MfflwaJ  v  PtymcMh . 

(21)  Notts  County  v  Wycombe 

(22)  Peterborough  v  Preston 

(23)  Shrewsbury  v  Wrexham  . 

(24)  Stockport  v  Btanley  . 

(25)  Walsall  v  Luton . 

(26)  Watford  v  York . 

P  W  D  L  F 

Bury .  40  21  10  9  58 

Luton  .  .  40  19  12  9  65 


A  Pts 
36  73 
41  69 


•  Brrrtfottj... 

40  18  14  B 

54 

38 

68 

Stockport 

38  18  12  8 

51 

36 

66 

Crawe . 

.40  20  5  15 

50 

42 

65 

axntey-^ 

.  41  IB  9  14 

63  44 

63 

Watford  — 

.  40  15  18  7 

39 

2B 

63 

Bristol  CRy. 

41  17  10  14 

56 

47 

61 

Wafted  ..  . 

41  17  TO  14 

50 

45 

61 

MMwaH..--  . 

.  42  16  12  14 

50 

50 

60 

Wrexham . 

40  14  17  9 

45 

43 

59 

Blackpool.... 

.  40  14  14  12 

60 

41 

56 

ChesierfleW . 

.  39  14  14  11 

36 

34 

56 

Gftnoham 

40  15  9  16 

49 

54 

54 

Boumamouth  42  14  12  16 

38 

41 

54 

Bristol  Ron 

42  14  11  17 

43 

44 

53 

Preston.. 

.  42  15  7  20 

44 

53 

52 

Plymouth  .. 

41  11  16  14 

43 

53 

49 

York.  .  .  . 

.  41  12  12  17 

43 

SB 

48 

Shrwrabuy 

42  11  13  18 

49 

67 

46 

Wycombe .  .  41  12 . 0  20  40  52  45 

Peterborough  42  9  14  19  52  71  41 

■  Rotherham  42  6  13  23  34  63  31 

Nats  County  41  6  13  22  29  53  31 

*  nor  neteffing  tost  night's  march 
-nurd  division 

(27)  *  BfWtlon  tf  Wigan . 

(28)  Carcfitl  v  Chester . 

i  Exeler  v  Lincoln . 

i  fiJham  v  Northampton  .  ...  . 

. ,  Hartfepcot  v  Cambridge  Utd .  .  . 
k_2]  Leyton  Orient  v  DoncaSar  .  .  . 

(33)  Rochdale  v  Dartngton  .. 

(34)  Scarborough  v  Herelord . 

(35)  Scunthorpe  v  HdJ . . 

(36)  Tortjuay'v  Barnet . 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pts 

Wtan  ...  .  43  24  9  10  79  50  Bl 

Fulham  ....  42  23  11  B  69  37  80 

■Carttsie...  422211  9  8S  40 _ 77 


BSti 


■Swansea.  42  20  7  15 
Chester  ...  42  16  16  10 
Northampton  42  17  11  14 
CanM  ....  41  18  8  15 


56  50  67 

49  40  64 

61  43  62 

51  49  62 
61 


Torquay. . 
Doncaster. 

L  Orient.. 
Exeter.  .  .. 
Hereford 
Hartlepool  .. . 


CambUtd .  42  17  10  15  50  54 

•ManetaU.  42  15  15  12  43  38  M 

Laicoln .  42  16  11  15  63  64  59 

Scarborough  4?  15  14  13  6?  64  -9 

Scunthorpe..  41  17  7  17  56  57  SB 

•  Cofctees» .  42  14  16  12  53  47  SB 

Hull .  41  12  17  12  38  40  S3 

Bomet  . ..  42  ’2  16  14  39  41  S2 

Darlington  .  42  13  10  19  60  71  48 

42  11  16  15  «9  55  49 

42  13  10  19  43  54  49 

42  13  9  20  49  62  48 

42  12  12  18  43  53  48 

42  12  17  19  43  £0  47 

42  11  11  20  46  60  44 

42  12  8  22  45  61  44 

tBri^BOn...  .  43  11  8  23  ~ 49  6S  _ 39 
t  Brighton  deducted  mi  pants 
-  not  tndtxSmg  last  night's  matches 
Vauxhall  Conference 

(— J  Bath  v  Rushden  &  Diamonds . 

(— )  Cterw  v  Gateshead  . . 

(— j  Kettering  v  Morecambe  . 

r—1  NDrthwch  v  Hednestord  . . 

(—)  Teltord  v  HaMac  . 

)  WWUng  v  Southpon . 

Spalding  Cup 
Final,  first  leg 

(— )  Maatfesfield  v  KkJdermmsler  .  . . 

FA  Umbro  Trophy 

Semi-finals,  second  leg 

r _ i  HoocestK  (0)  v  Dag  and  Red  (0) . 

P)-SlevBnagelO)vWotong(l).  - 

hi  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  L£A^E: 
pmnfer  division:  Finn  Harps  v  BantxrijrtS 
(7  30)  Shriboume  v  Deny.  SI*?0  v  Sham- 
roc*  (730). 


Tennants  Scottish  Cup 
SemHinal 

(— )  CeUrc  v  F3lkiik  ' 

(at  Ibrojt  SiadiutTi) . _... 

Bell's  Scottish  League 
Premier  division 

(37)  Dunlermllne  v  Htonan . 

(38|  Hearts  v  Aberdeen . 

(39)  Molhervrell  v  Raith  . 

Fhsttflvision 

(40)  Airdna  v  Dundee  . 

(41)  East  File  v  Greenock  Morton - 

(42)  Pariick  v  St  Johnstone  .  ... 

(43)  St  Moran  v  Clydebank . 

Second  division 

(44)  Ayr  v  Stenhousemuv . 

(45)  Brechin  v  Lhnngston 

(46)  Dumbarton  v  Clyde . .  . 

(47)  Hamilton  v  Sttarrrae* . 

(48)  Queen  of  South  v  Berwick  . 

Third  division 

(491  Aloa  v  Ross  County 

<—)  Atbroeth  v  Mortioee  .  ... 

( — j  Fortar  v  East  Stirling  . 

(— )  Inverness  CT  v  Albion  ._.  .  - 

(— )  Queen's  Park  v  Cowdenbeath  . 

OR  MARTENS  LEAGUE  Premier  rfvwtorr 
CarrttKJge  Cuy  v  Newport  AFC;  Ort+ns- 
tord  v  Burton  Albion:  Ctetenhdm  v 
Hastrtgs:  Crawley  v  Sudbury  Tn.  Dor¬ 
chester  v  Halesowen.  Giestey  v  Sa&sbury. 
Merthyr  v  Nuneaton.  Smngbciirnc  v  King  s 
Lyw:  Worcester  Cnyv  A&htcvd  Midland 
dhrtston:  Bedncrm  v  Grantharrf  Corby  v  RC 
Warwick.  Dudley  Town  v  Raunds  T. 
Evesham  v  Rfcasron.  Hinckley  Town  v 
StoirtJridge:  Mocr  Green  v  vs  Rugby. 
Paget  R  v  Tamwortfr  Reddftch  v  StAiull 
Boro;  RothweS  v  BteJon:  Staltord  v 
Shepshed  D  Southern  division:  Cndartord 
v  Enth  and  Belvedere:  Orancestcr  Town  v 
Margate.  Cteveaon  v  Weymouth.  Darttord  v 
Weston- Buper -Mare:  Ftsher  London  v  Trow¬ 
bridge.  Fleer  T  v  Tanbndgc  Anqels:  Havant 
v  Forest  Green:  Newport  rioWl  v  Yale;  St 
Leonards  v  Fareham;  WaertoovRe  v 
Bucfcngnam  Town.  Witney  v  Bashtey 
ESSEX  SENIOR  LEAGUE:  Premier  A- 
vision:  Basiioon  U  v  Huifendge  Sports: 
Brentwood  v  Eton  Manor.  Saltron  Waiden  v 
East  Ham  Sawbodgmorth  v  Word.  Cup: 
Semi-finals,  second  leg:  Southend  Manor 
v  Ford.  Stersted  v  Concord  Rangers 
SCHEWFK  DIRECT  LEAGUE:  Premtef 
division:  Badrweil  v  Taunton;  Bidet ord  v 
Catoe:  Odd  Down  v  Barnstaple.  Pai/iron  R  v 
Elmore:  Tomngton  v  Brcfirglon.  West  bury  u 
Bud pert 


ICtS  LEAGUE:  Premier  cfvision:  Bishop's 
Stanford  w  Kpostoriar:  Chertsey  v  Brom¬ 
ley'.  Duhmcrt  v  HBcrtn,  Heybridge  v  Ayles¬ 
bury :  Oxford  City  v  CaishaAon:  Purtteet  v 
Boreham  Wood,  Si  Albans  v  Greys.  Sutton 
.  Untied  v  Yeovfc  Yeednq  v  Harrow  Fire* 
division:  ttmgdon  Town  v  Mario*;  Aider- 
da  Town  vwortWnq:  Barton  Rovers  v 
Maidenhead  United.  Bdtencay  v  Tooting 
aid  Mttrdtam;  Bognor  Rogfe  v  Wctarghanr 
Che  sham  v  BarKhamstecL  Hampton  v 
Bastngstote:  Layton  Peonam  v  Carwsy 
island.  Uxbndge  v  Thame.  Wat  an  and 
Hersrtam  v  Crpydarv  IMryteteofe  v  Mdesey 
Second  division:  CheshuH  v  Chatort  St 
Paler:  Edgware  v  Bedford  T.  Egham  v 
Bracteefl;  H  Hempstead  v  Esanaaad. 
Horsham 
and  Eton. 

Ion  Twn 

and  Romford.  Ware  v  Metropolian  Polloe: 
Witham  v  Cwrtpg  Third  dWaton:  Bramrae 
v  Camberiey:  Clapton  v  Flacfcweil  Heath: 
Epsom  and  &#dl  v  Hertford,  Homchiiich  v 
Lewes.  KngsbuiY  v  Waateteione:  Wingate 
and  Fnctiey  v  Trlna 

LONDON  SPAHTAN  LEAGUE:  Pmmfar 
dMsjon:  Amerstvim  v  Brook  House: 
Bnrnsdown  v  Hmefietd.  Croydon  v 
Coddoslers:  Hamgey  v  HHngdon  Boro: 
Waltham  Abbey  v  BarLngstcte:  Woodford  v 
Harwre4. 

COURAGE  COMBINED  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE:  Premier  cftristorc  Bedford  v 
Westfield.  CorrthiarvCasuolSi  v  Netheme; 
Cranidgh  v  CNpsiead:  Famham  v  Hartley 
Wrtney:  FaWiam  v  Ashfoto,  Merstham  v 
Sports;  Raynes  Park  Vale  v  Cme. 
Walton  Casuals  v  Sandtua 
MINERVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dhnaion:  Ariescy  v  Langford: 
Bedford  v  Bqgteswade.  Haspenden  v 
Brache  Sparta;  Hoddasdon  v  Royston; 
Leictworth  v  London  Cotoey.  Podets  Bat  v 
Bmisigham  Airietc. 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE:  Premier  dhfefon:  Ojs  v  Sudbury 
Res:  Fdhenham  v  Halstead.  Fcfastowe  P 
and  T  v  Harwich  and  Parkcsun.  Great 
varmoulh  v  Saham:  March  v  Gorleawn: 
Srawmartei  v  Newmartet.  Sudbury  W  v 
Touee.  Waiboys  v  Wrodiam:  Walton  v 
Cfociorr  Woortondge  Town  v  Wisbech 
UHLS  PORT  UNRED  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE:  Premier  division:  Boston  v  fitatfv 
amjaon  fencer.  Bourne  v  Cogenhoe; 
Eynesbury  v  Potion:  KempsJon  v  Stamford: 
Long  BucMby  v  Desdorough.  St  Heats  v 
Spaidng.  Stotfold  v  S  and  L  Corby 
OLD  BOYS'  LEAGUE:  Premier  dwUo re 
Cfocham  Ox  v  Cifo  Vaughantans:  GJynOBv 
OU  MeedMans.  Latymar  OB  v  Cartsmai 
Manning  OB.  Old  Hamptonuns  v  Old 
Ignaltans.  Old  Temsotrians  v  Old  Aloyelana 


JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  First  rfi- 
virtore  Lymingion  v  Aerostruaixos-.  An¬ 
dover  v  Dwnfon,  BAT  v  BrocHenhurst 
Bemarton  Heath  v  Totten;  Chbslchurch  v 
Boumamouth:  Easde&t  v  Hornsey.  Ports¬ 
mouth  v  Whitchurch,  Ryde  r 
Petersflofo:  Thalcham  Town  v 
WJmborre  Tcwn  v  Cowes  Sports 
UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  First 
tfivisiorc  Burgess  HI  v  Arundel-.  Hassocks 
v  Shoreham:  M>a  Oak  v  Saltdean: 
Oakwood  v  Paoham;  Portfiefo  vVihrtehavik. 
Ffir^mar  v  Horeham  YMCA:  Seteey  v 
PeocehBvan  and  Tefeccmb®;  Souftvdck  v 
Langney  Sports;  Three  Bridges  v  Halbhan, 
Wick  v  Eastbourne  Town 
WMSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  Fra 
division:  Ctnrthtot  v  Wbofivich;  Cray  v 
Shcppey;  CrodvertiB  v  Heme  Bay. 
Faversfiam  v  Greenwich;  Folkestone  Invida 
v  Chatham:  Furness  v  Tunbridge  Wete; 
Lordswood  v  Hythe:  ftemsgate  v  WWaaUe 
Town  Slade  Green  v  Deat  Thamesmead  v 
Beckenham 

HELLENIC  LEAGUE:  Premier  dvUorc 
Almondsbuiy  v  Farford;  Bicester  v 
Shortwood.  BrecUey  v  Endsiei^r.  Carterton 
v  Srtwtdon  Supeoname:  Fvphworth  v 
DdaX  TutOcy  v  KJrtbury.  Wantage  v 
Burnham 

ENDSLBGH  MIDLAND  COMBINATION: 
Premier  dwiaion-  David  Lloyd  v  Coventry 
Sptvroc  Handrahan  Timbers  v  BoiehaS  S; 
Kings  Heath  v  Btefon  Comnuawy  CoBcge: 
Maasey  Ferguson  v  Meir  KA,  RChmcnd 
Switta  v  Afcaschurch.  Shaley  v  Kenftaorth; 
Studiey  BKL  v  Southam  Wetiesboune  v 
Highgafo:  West  MkSand  Fra  Service  v 
Cotesh*,  Worcestem  v  Knowte. 
NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE: 
Premier  divMan:  Betper  Town  v  North 
Feriy  Denaby  v  Ashheld;  Qasshnughlon 
Welfare  v  Ossee  Town:  Haffltid  Men  v 
Arnold:  HucteaB  Town  v  Maltby  MW:  Ossett 
AtoJor  v  Setoy.  Pickering  v  Armthorpe 
Well are:  Shettekl  v  Ponatrad  Cote. 
TbaOdey  vBngg  Town 
NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  Ffrst 
division:  Chadderton  v  Atherton  Coleries: 
Darwen  v  Bvscough:  Eastwood  H  v 
Prescot  Cables:  Namwich  Tcwm  v  Black¬ 
pool  Rovers;  Perrth  v  Glossop  North  End; 
St  Helens  v  Newcastle  Town;  SdSord  v 
Kidswave;  Treflord  v  Hotter  Old  Boys: 
VOLBral  GM  vBoode 
FEDERATION  BREWERY  NORTHERN 
LEAGUE:  FV«  rfivtstora  Becangfon  Temers 
v  Wickham:  Chester -te-Sbeei  v  Consetc 
□urhan  City  v  Go'sborough  Tomd: 
Easfo^on  v  SJocfoon,  Morpeth  Team  v 
VWvlby  Town;  Murtorr  v  BSSrgham 
-  ~  Tow  Law  Town  v  RTM 


PRESS  &  JOURNAL  HIGHLAND  LEA¬ 
GUE:  Bren  a  v  Fort  Wttem.  Core  V 
Ctachnacuddln,  Dewerorrvaie  v  Naim 
Courtly;  Keith  v  Rothes;  Losiemouth  v 
FraserbiTOfr  Puarhead  v  Budde  77tisfie: 
Wk*  Academy  v  Forres  Machareca 
SOUTH  EAST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  First 
dhrisfore  Cambridge  Utd  v  M»Mi  (11.0); 
Cheisea  v  Itonsmouth  (IT  Ok;  Fuham  v 
Waford  (10.30)-.  GSkn^iam  v  Southend 
(10.4S):  Ipswich  v  Queens  Park  Rangers 
n  1 0):  L«ton  Onent  Tottenham  (at  Spurs 
Lodge.  1030).  Norwich  v  Chariton  (IT  Oj: 
West  Ham  v  Arsenal  J11.0)  Second 
rfivWon:  Cofohaster  v  Bristol  Rovers  (120); 
Luton  v  Brentford  (11 0):  Cbrford  bid  v 
Bournemouth  (110};  ReeCBng  v  Crystal 
Palace  Soutramplon  v  Bristol  city 
(11 0j;  Swndon  v  Barnet  111  0J.  Tottenham- 
vBr^Won(11  1 5)  :lMmbtedonv  Wycombe 

BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Premier 
division:  Bfoxwch  S  v  Darteston;  Lye  Team 
v  WatenS  wood;  MaNem  T  v  Ludlow  T; 
Trwdaie  v  Wednesfiekt  WestfieWs  v  Gomel 
Res:  Wotverhampran  C  v  HB  Top  R; 
VMveritanplon  United  v  Stafford  T. 
INTERLINK  EXPRESS  ALLIANCE:  Barwefl 
V  Halesowen  H:  BoWmere  St  M  v 
Cha&otorm;  Hinckley  Athletic  v  Bndgnonh; 
fVshareT  vRushaSO;  Roeesterv  Stratford 
T;  SarvXwB  v  Okfouy  U;  Shltnal  T  v 
BiakanhaJ:  SbpenhB  v  PeteaS  V. 
ARTHURIAN  LEAGUE:  Premier  dhririon: 
Carthusians  v  Lanang:  Etonians  v  Brerc- 
wooos;  Foresters  v  CHgwefans: 
Reploresns  v  CMmetoiana 
SOUTHERN  AMATEUR  LEAGUE'  E ret 
(fivteiorc  Carshalion  v  Old  Esthamaans; 
East  Barnet  OG  v  NatWect  Bank:  Od 
Actor  runs  v  Crouch  End  Vampires 
SOUTHERN  OLYMPIAN  LEAGUE:  Senior 
one;  Abaman  v  St  Mary’s  Cote  Ofcl 
Ftochtecana  v  LAyasee:  Southgate  Coutty  v 
Noosborough;  Wandsworth  Bat  v  Wten 
AFA  SENIOR  CUP:  Final:  CM  Service  v 
Lensbwy. 

SCHOOLS  MATCH:  Ernteh  Schoote 
Goodyear  Under-IB  Trophy  SemHinal 
replay:  Cay  School.  Sheffield  v  Newal 
Green,  Manchester  (aJ  Woodbun  Swtbm, 
11  Oi.  Northern  CaunBas  Under-18 
Champtorwhlp:  Ftoat  Northurtoeriand  v 
Meraws ide  (at  FTTM  Newcastle,  1 30j.  Inler- 
asaodsdotr.  Bnghton  v  Luton:  Leeds  v 
Barnsley:  Preston  v  Liverpool,  Smndon  v 
Wofoertwmpton;  Wlnral  v  Sr  Heleres. 

VOLLEYBALL 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  Marc  First  division: 


(2J0) 


TOMORROW; 


FOOTBALL 

NcA-off  J  0  unless  stated 

*  denotes  afl-tokar  match 
FA  Cup 
Semi-finals 

■  Chelsea  v  Wimbledon 

(at  HSohbuy.  12-0)  . .  . 

•  Cbeslerfietd  v  MxJdlesbrough 

(at  Old  Tfallord) . 

FA  Carfng  Rremferehlp 

Sheffield  Wednesday  v  Newcastle  ... 

Sifoderiand  v  Liverpool  . -  .... 

DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE:  Southam  re¬ 
vision:  SI  Leonards  v  dnderiord. 
GILBERT  LEAGLE  OF  WALES:  Ebbw 
Veto  v  Camah’s  Quay 
FAI  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE: 
Premier  cfivislon:  CorV  v  Home  F*m 
(2  0|.  UCD  v  Dundalk  (3.151 
FA  WOMEN'S  PRSfflER  LEAGUE:  Nat¬ 
ional  division:  Even  on  v  iitestcn  (fit 
fitotte  FC.  12.30):  Vltemblev  v  Doncasler 
(af  Wembtey  PC.  201. 

FA  WOMEN  S  LEAGUE:  Northern  tfl- 
vWon:  Asion  VlRa  v  Sheffield  Wednesday: 
Garswocd  Si  Helens  v  Blyih  Spartans. 
Southern  division:  Three  Bnoges  v 
Oxford  Res. 


HOCKEY 

HA  CUP:  Quarter-finals:  Cannock  v 
Teddlngton  (at  Moms  Ground.  2301:  SI 
Afoone  v  Chehnsknd  (at  Clarence  Park. 
2  0).  Sutonon  v  Guildford  (at  5ugaeti  Road. 
201 

FIVE  COUNTIES  TOURNAMENT:  Chesh¬ 
ire.  Durham,  Kent.  Lancashire,  Yorkshire 
(a  Abbeydale.  Sheffield,  10.0) 

WELSH  LEAGUE:  Ptey^ofi:  Whriehtach  v 
Monsanto  (at  WIS.  Carffilf.  12  30). 
WOMEN’S  UNDER- 19  CLUB  CHAMP¬ 
IONSHIP:  East  (at  Essex  Urwersny, 
Cotcnesteo,  Udiands  (a  St  MargaroVs, 
Lccester)  North  (at  Concord.  Sheffield): 
South  (a  Brsham  Abbey):  Wfesi  (at  Beggar 
Bush.  Bnstoi) 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 
foe* -oft  3  0  untess  stated 
Stones  Super  League 

Casfefor  d  v  Warrington  (3  30) . 

Hairfaxv  London .  . 

Oldham  *  Pans  Saint-Germain  (6.35) 

First  division 

Fpalfwtsione  v  Hull  (3  30) . — 

Hu9  Kfi  v  Kanhley . 

Swrlon  v  Whneftavwi . 

W^Bieid  v  Wortongtor  13  30)  .  .  .. 


Second  efivision 

Banrw  v  Doncaster . . . . 

Hunstei  v  Prescot  (330) . . . 

Leigh  v  Batiey  . 

BNFL  NATIONAL  YOUTH  CUP:  Rrst 
totard:  Under-18:  Sanow  Bald  v 
Woolston  Rovers,  Bevartey  v  Srddat. 
Bbcfcbrook  v  Wigan  a  Patnck's.  Ecctes  v 
PiBongton  Rees:  ttfand  v  Wigan  St  Jude's. 
Hbxfley  v  Dewstxry  Moot  Wngworth  v 
Wath  Brew  Hornets-.  Minis  Heath  Uons  v 
Leigh  Miners  Rangas.  Mrtord  v  Folly  Lane: 
OJton  Raiders,  v  Egremcrl  Rar  " 
Parkskfo  Gdbome  v  Startaugtx  Cfoeer 
v  Feetheistcne  Amaieur;  RecWl  v 
East;  Saddfowoih  Rengers  v  East  L 
ThomNB  v  Hmiorth,  West  Hul 
Sianrengley  Under-16:  Ashton  v 
Coctecrnouth.  Banow  Island  v  ChurwaK; 
Clayton  v  Saddfewonh  Rangers;  Dewsbury 
Moor  v  Orion  Baxters.  East  Hul  v  Shaw 
Cross;  East  Leeds  v  MoUgreert  Htd  BC  v 
Fish  Trades:  St  John  Fisher  v  Kells:  Wictaes 
Tgers  v  Smawthone  « 

RUGBY  UNION 

SwaJecCup 
SemMind 
Uanell  v  Cardiff 

(at  Swansea.  3.05)  . . 

WELSH  LEAGUE  Third  dvraion:  Narterth 
v  Uanhaian 


WOMEN’S  BREAD  FOR  UFE  CUP:  Semi¬ 
finals:  Richmond  v  Waspe,  Saracens  v 
Cffilon 

OTHER  SPORT 

AMERICAN  FOOTBALL:  World  League 
(WlAFJ.  Icndon  Monarchs  v  FranMun  (W 
SWrtford  Bridge,  3  0) 

ATHLETICS:  London  Marathon 
BASKETBALL:  Budvreteer  League;  Cham- 
reonshfo  ptavaOa;  Ftat  lag:  Mkichester  v 
Sheffield  (630).  Chester  v  Birmingham 
(60)  Second  leg:  Leopards  v  Lewoer 

BOWLS:  Men  s  BnUsh  champtonshfos  (te 
Meion  Mowbray) 

MOTORCYCLING:  British  SupertMce 

championship  (at  Dcnrgton  Park) 
SPEEDWAY:  EBte  League:  Eastbourne  v 
Bradford  (330).  Premter  League  Knockout 
Ore:  Gfasgow  v  Sheffield  (&SJ),  Newcastle 
v^tej630).  IndMduah Central Unccfln- 
shire  Trophy  (at  Skegness,  8  30.  Amateur 
League  MHdenhaH  v  Ryde  (toW)  0JOj. 
SWIMMMG:  European  champkteShte  tnate 
(a!  Sheffiefcfl- 

TABLE  TEFMS;  CommonweeBh  champi- 
opsrtps  (at  Glasgow). 

VOLLEYBALL:  National  League:  Merc 
Fist  dMsiorx  GuUdfnd  v  Leeds  (2.30), 
Salford  v  Loughborough  (2.1F 
Bamirrtiam(2  30),Essenvr 
Sheffisid  v  Liverpool  (2.30). 


because  of  a  hamstring  injury 
and  was  undergoing  rehabili¬ 
tation  when  the  Cup  was 
brought  to  Saltergate  for  a 
photo-sboot  before  the  quar¬ 
ter-final  against  Wrexham. 
He  managed  to  make  contact 
with  the  trophy  in  a  separate 
event  with  Tony  Humes,  the 
Wrexham  captain. 

“We  were  lining  up  for 
pictures  and  the  guy  from  the 
Football  Association  said  we 
did  not  have  to  touch  it  if  we 
were  superstitious.  1  just 
hugged  ft.  I  cannot  see  that 
touching  a  piece  of  silverware 
is  going  to  make  us  lose  a 
game."  Dyche  said.  It  was  the 
only  time  that  he  mentioned  . 
the  word  “lose". 


RUGBY  UNION 
KkA-ofi  3  0  unless  stated 
Courage  CtediB  Championship 
Rrstdreiston 

Bath-v  LeJcesier  (2.15) . 

Northampton  v  London  Irish  . 

OneUv8nstol  . . . 

Sale  v  Gloucester  . . . 

Saracens  v  Wasps . 

Second  division 

London  Scottish  vRotfwrham . 

Moseley  v  Bedford . - . 

Newcastle  v  Coventry . . 

Rugby  v  Blackhaam  . 

WaLefiflid  v  Nottingham . . 

Waterloo  v  Richmond  ... . . . 

Third  division 

CWlon  v  Leeds -  -  - 

Fylde  v  Hanogaie  - - ..  .. 

Havant  v  Exeter  -  .........  . 

Liverpool  St  Helens  vWhartedate . 

Moriey  v  London  Welsh 

Ottey  v  Rosslyn  Park ....... .....  ...... . 

Redruth  v  Lydney . - . 

Wafejrt  v  Ftencbnn  ........ — ........  ..  .. 

Fourth  division  north 
Bhnvngham/So6hutf  v  Winninglon  Partt 

Kendal  vHeratord  ..  .  ..  ..  . .  .. 

Uchfield  v  Sandal  - - 

Manchester  v  Sheffield . .  .. ....  ... 

Preston  Grasshoppers  v  Stourbridge 

Stotoon-Trent  v  Nunaatofi  .  . . . 

Worcester v Aspatria  ....  ...... .. .  .. 

Fourth  cfivislon  south 

Bariong  v  Chaltennam  ...  ...... 

Berry  Hffl  v  North  Walsham . 

Henley  v  Chartan  Pariv  ... — ... .  .  ..... 

High  wycontoev  Tabard . . —  • 

Mat  Police  v  Weston-super-Mare  ........ . 

Newbuyv Camberiey  .....  .  ......... 

Plymouth v Askeans  .......  ...... 

SOUTH  WEST:  Rrst  cSvWon:  BnCgwartar  v 
Bamswpte:  Camborne  v  Stroud,  lauv 
ceslon  v  St  Ives.  Matson  v  Maidenhead; 
SdstxiyvGloucBatarCkidoyy  Torquay  v 
Brmham 

M  S3  LANDS;  First  (flvistore  Mansfield  v 
Leamln^oo;  Scunthorpe  v  HrncUoy;  Stel- 
tord  v  Derby;  fftockwood  Perk  v  Comp  HO; 
Syston  v  Burton.  Hbsttonh  v  Broadstreet 
Wlrtehurcb  v  Boforsve;  Wolvwhampten  v 
Barters  Buns. 

NORTH;  First  dMaton:  Bradford  and 
Bingfoy  v  VWgfon.  Buffington  v  Now 
Brighton;  MecdasflekJ  v  Brou^rton  Park; 
Sedgiey  Park  v  Hid  lonlsns;  West  Park 
Bramhope  v  Tynedate,  Widnes  v  Stockton. 

Representative  matches 
Combined  Services  v  England  Students 

[si  Twickenham,  12J30) . 

Royal  Navy  v  The  Army 

- (atTwtetenham) . . 

England  Colts  v  Wales  Yotih 

(si  Iffiey  Road,  Ojdord). . 

Swalec  Cup 
Semi-final 

Swansea  v  Ebbw  Vais 

(at  Cardiff.  2.45) . . . 

Welsh  League 
First  division 

Dunvanc  vCmphtffy  (230) . 

Second  dhrUon 

Abersvoo  v  Blackwood  (2.30) . 

Abercynon  v  South  Wales  Ptdce  (2.30) 

(2^30)".! 

THTO  DWSON;  Merthyr  vKarflg  HU  Pyle 
v  Tondu.  Mountain  Asft  v  Rismey. 
Insuance  Corporation  League 
Fast  dhrahon 

Btectaock  CoS  v  Banymena  (2  30) . 

Code  Constitution  v  Old  Crescent  (2.30) 
Dungannon  v  a  Mary's  College  (230).. 

Insoriana  v  Shannon  (2.30) . - . 

Old  Belvedere  v  Ganymen  (230)  ..... 

Teraue  Cod  v  Lansdowne  (2  30) . 

Young  Munaer  void  Wesley  (Z30) ..... 

Second  dMalon 

BeetiuB  Rangers  v  UCC  t2  30) . .  ... 


Evans  still 
to  come  to 
terms  with 
Anfield’s 
problems 

By  David  Mad  dock 

SITTING  in  the  glare  of 
television  arc  lights  after 
Liverpool’s  wretched  3-0  de¬ 
feat  in  Paris.  Roy  Evans 
appeared  transfixed  by  the 
events  that  had  unfolded 
around  him.  Yesterday  morn¬ 
ing,  after  a  fretful  sleep,  he 
had  dearly  still  to  come  to 
terms  with  the  implications  of 
the  reverse  —  their  worst  in 
Europe  for  18  years  —  against 
Paris  Saint-Germain  in  the 
first  leg  of  their  Cup  Winners’ 
Cup  semi-final  on  Wednesday. 

Evans  has  tried  to  explain 
away  the  performance,  and 
admits  that  he  cannot.  His 
side  was  simply  too  slow,  in 
thought  and  movement, 
against  opponents  whose  own 
standards  were  put  into  per¬ 
spective  by  a  6-1  home  thrash¬ 
ing  from  Juventus  earlier  in 
the  season.  The  manager’s 
shock  was  perhaps  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  a  dawning  that  there 
are  fundamental  problems  at 
Anfield  that  cannot  be  rectified 
this  season. 

All  season,  Evans  has  ar¬ 
gued  that  Barnes  and 
Redknapp  can  play  together, 
just  as  he  has  insisted  that 
Fowler  and  Collymore  are 
compatible.  The  evidence  of 
Thursday  evening  would  sug¬ 
gest  otherwise  and  the  manag¬ 
er’s  abiding  faith  may  be  his 
undoing. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of 
David  James.  He  is  a  complex 
man.  a  player  who  thinks 
deeply  —  too  deeply  —  about 
his  performances  and  a  player 
who  thrives  on  confidence. 
That  is  shattered  at  present, 
but  in  indicating  that  the 
goalkeeper  will  still  play 
against  Sunderland  tomor¬ 
row.  Evans  admitted  that  he 
has  few  alternatives. 

The  match  in  Paris  was  the 
first  of  four  games  in  nine 
days  for  Liverpool,  a  sequence 
that  will  dedde  their  fate  this 
season.  Evans,  however,  was 
trying  to  muster  some  enthusi¬ 
asm  yesterday  as  he  attempted 
to  rouse  his  players.  “This  is 
now  a  big.  Ing  week  because 
we  are  still  very  much  in 
contention  in  the  Premier¬ 
ship,"  he  said. 

The  impression  lingers, 
however ^»that  should  Liver¬ 
pool  fail  now.  the  question  of 
why  has  it  taken  Evans  until 
the  final  six  games  of  the 
season  to  realise  'that  he  has 
inherent  problems  must  be 
asked.  It  will  be  the  board  of 
directors  asking  such  a  ques¬ 
tion  should  Liverpool  fail  to 
finish  in  the  top  two  in  the 
Premiership. 


Ctoniari  v  Greystones  (2.30) . 

DLSP  v  Starries  (2.30) . 

DenyVNIFC  (2.30) . 

Malone  v  Dolphri  (2.30) . 

Sutdays  Wd  v  HlghfieW  (2.30) . 

Wanderers  v  Monteiown  (230) . 

SCHOOLS  MATCH:  Scotland  v  Ward  (si 
MHbrn) 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  LEAGUE  Pre¬ 
mier  cBwteiorc  Dudley  Hi  v  Egremcm 
(2^0);  Oldham  St  Arme'svWesI  Hifl  (2J0): 
Wboklon  v  Wigan  St  PaSriffir'*  (230)  Fra 
division;  Astern  v  Wafciey  Central  (230); 
OuBon  v  Eastmoor  (2.30):  momhi)  v  Mfflom 
(2309:  Worm  SI  Jude's vBUrcHxook  [2  30). 
Second  rtvtafofr  EcciK  v  Ovgnden  (230); 
Shew  Cross  v  York  Acorn  C2a0) .  Skirtaugli  v 
Retffifl  (2  30) 

HOCKEY 

HA  CUP:  Quarterfinal:  Old  LougWonlans  v 
Reading  (at  Luxburough  Lane,  afigwey, 
13(9 

FIVE  COUNTIES  TOURNAMENT:  Chesh¬ 
ire  Dirham.  Kat,  Lancashire,  Yorkshire  (at 
Abteydale.  Sheffield.  ID. 30} 

CLUB  MATCHES:  Aldridge  v  Kklder- 
mnster  Bate  Buccaneers  v  West  W fits; 
Bedford  v  Pwrabore  Ath;  Bishop's  Stafford 
v  Braireve:  Lloyds  Bertie  v  Beckenham. 
Maidenhead  v  Farahsm;  Mto-Susaeot  v 
Tinbndge  Wells;  Old  Eawardtons  v 
Nowbuy.  WOkintfiam  v  Staines 
WOMEN'S  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Premier 
(fivisfon:  CSfton  v  Sudan  (12  30).  Hightown 
v  Stough  (at  Forraby  CC.  12J0);  Leicsster  v 
Doncaster  (1230);  Trojans  vfoswichfl  30) 
Bret  dMalon:  Bhtaiats  v  Cantertxify  (201, 
Bradford  vWkrtetedon(1 .50);  Chalnnsloidv 
BracknoB  ill  15):  Orion  v  Sunderland 
Bedans  (2.0).  Second  cflvteioro  Ejonoute  v 
Si  Albans:  Loutfteocough  Students  v  west 
Witney  12.30);  Sherwood  v  Eatog  (1205; 
Woking  v  On  lou^tonlans  (3.0). 
MIDLANDS  LEAGUE:  Bedford  v  Weal 
Btcrrwffix  Hampton  v  Crimson  Ramblers: 
Kettering  v  North  Slate  Leicester  v 
Pidawcfc 

NORTH  LEAGUE-  Chester  v  Carts*; 
Lhorpod  v  York;  Poymon  v  Btacfcbum; 
Weton  v  Sheffield 

SOUTH  LEAGUE  Dulwich  v  City  of 
Portsmouh:  Hempctaad  v  Southampton;' 
Readng  v  Worthing:  Tube  HV  v  Wjnchnnra 

HI:  Winchester  v  fixsham 
WEST  LEAGUE:  Eteter  v  St  Austel. 
Leomlnsforv  Wlmbame;  Rerfland  v  Bourne¬ 
mouth:  Yale  v  ChUerteam. 

CLUB  MATCHES:  Ead  Gkmcs  v  Caidrff 
AlhiatIc-.  Penarti  v  Newport:  Sevenoaks  v 
Redbridge. 

OTHER  SPORT 

CAN  FOOTBALL:  World  League 
’■  Amsterdam  v  Scottish  Claymores 


7.01. 

BASKETBALL:  Budwelser  Lugue: 
Champtonshfo  ptoy-oftic  Hot  fog: 
Letoeser  v  Leopards  (7.30).  National 
League:  Man:  Fra  dMaton:  Ptay-otbc 
Quwtar-finaiE  Coventty  v  Westminster. 


Slough;  Sol 
Northempton.  South  Wales  vSoffih  Baric 
Thames  Vatoy  v  Derby  Women:  Rnri 
division:  Play-offs:  Quarter -finals: 
Barringhatn  v  Crystal  Palace-,  Rhondda  v 
Spetthome.  Shaffiald  v  Nottingham, 
Thames  Vafiey  v  Barking  end  Dagenham 
BOWLS:  Men's  Bntoh  channonsffips  (at 
Mericn  MoMforqO. 

BOXING:  UghHnlddtomlght  bout  Ryan 
Ftoodea  (Sheffield)  v  Lfodon  Scariefi  (Dud- 
Hllsborough  Leisure  Centre, 


LACROSSE:  Shepherds 

Pramfor  division:  Bo» 


Tlmpertey:  Old 
Poynfon  v  Stockport 


Memv  v 
Meaor 


(7.30).  Premier  Laegue  Cup: 
v  Edtahurgh  (?m;  Stoke  v 
Normals  (7.30). 

SWNMNQ:  Euapean  Chamimnshfo  trk 
ab  (al  Sheffield). 
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50  SPORT _ _ _ _ 

Rob  Hughes  watches  golf’s  latest  phenomenon  make  his  mark  in  the  first  round 

Tiger  roars  back  to  master  Augusta 


THE  times  SATURDAY  APRIL,  12 1997 


MtKEHAC 


When  Tiger  Woods 
stepped  off  the 
18th  green  at  Au¬ 
gusta  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  his  first  round  at  the 
Masters  as  a  professional 
golfer,  .it  was  no  exaggeration 
at  all  to  feel  tire  pull  of  destiny 
around  him.  The  gallery  he 
attracts  is  almost  a  danger  to 
him  and  he  admits  “it  gets 
scary  when  you  look  bade  and 
you  see  adults  getting  pushy, 
and  little  kids  getting  tram¬ 
pled  down". 

There  is,  of  course,  security, 
and  Woods  is  already  secure 
in  the  millions  of  dollars  that 
the  almost  fanatical  acclaim 
has  quickly  brought  him. 
When  he  came  down  the  back 
nine  of  this  extraordinary 
course  on  Thursday  —  where 
he  made  an  eagle-three  at  the 
L5th  and  birdies  at  four  of  the 
other  holes  —  he  became  one 

MASTERS 
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of  only  L2  men  ever  to  record 
30  for  those  nine  holes  —  six 
under  par. 

After  taking  40  for  the  front 
nine,  his  remarkable  turn¬ 
around  gave  him  a  first-round 
score  of  70.  two  under  par.  He 
will  win  this  tournament  if  he 
sustains  anything  like  that 
form.  If  he  does  not  capture 
the  Masters  this  weekend, 
then  Jade  Nicklaus  and  Ar¬ 
nold  Palmer  are  all  the  wit¬ 
nesses  you  need  to  state  that 
fiiis  young  player  will  definite¬ 
ly  be  the  master  in  the  future. 

We  cannot  begin  to  unravel 
the  nature-nurture  conun¬ 
drum  as  to  whether  golfing 
ability  this  great  is  bom  or 
made.  Allegedly,  Tiger  was  six 
months  old  when  propie  ob¬ 
served  him  eyeing  his  father 
hit  golf  balls  into  a  net  in  the 
garage.  He  was  two  when  he 
appeared  on  The  Mike  Doug¬ 
las  Show  on  US  television, 
putting  with  Bob  Hope.  He 
shot  48  for  nine -holes  at  the 
age  of  three . . .  and  it  goes  on. 


the  profiling  of  an  infant 
turning  into  a  boy,  graduating 
into  a  student  at  Stanford 
University  and  reaching  the 
precipice  of  greatness  as  a 
slender  6ft  2Sn  apprentice  to 
the  gods  of  gol£ 

His  tournament  winnings 
already  top  $1  million  and  are 
dwarfed  by  file  $40  million  per 
annum  that  Nike  pays  him  to 
Haim  the  very  ground  that  he 
treads,  to  make  him  an  icon. 
At  21,  he  has  his  own  founda¬ 
tion  and  he  intends,  if  ever 
there  is  time,  to  give  dinks. 
Meanwhile,  he  is  fully  en¬ 
gaged,  searching  for  some¬ 
thing  dose  to  perfection,  dose 
to  the  round  of  59  on  his  own 
local  course  that  demonstrated 
his  form  coining  into  the 
Masters. 

For  one  whose  frame  is 
almost  whippet-lean,  he  pro¬ 
duces  a  power  that  flies  the 
ball  farther  than  any  of  his 
fellow  professionals.  His  right 
leg  stands  very  square  and 
strong,  file  power  develops 
through  the  torque  of  his 
upper  body  and  the  swing  is 
almost  ferociously  fast,  but 
dean.  It  looks  free  of  stress, 
free  of  mechanism;  it  looks  tike 
natures  work. 

And  when  the  course  plays 
the  devil's  game  with  him, 
when  a  ball  tips  the  cup,  he 
shows  exasperation.  He  blows 
out  his  cheeks  and  in  an 
instant  it  is  gone.  The  look  in 
the  dark  eyes  is  that  of  a  child 
momentarily  thwarted  and 
thro,  as  if  with  a  shrug  of 
resignation,  he  marches  on: 
the  next  hole,  the  next  chall¬ 
enge  to  his  destiny. 

People  here  remind  him  of 
Jackie  Robinson,  who,  50 
years  ago  as  a  baseball  player, 
broke  file  barrier  of  American 
sporting  prejudice.  Robinson, 
Woods  is  aware,  was  a  very 
fine  and  obsessed  golfer,  also. 
When  the  phenomenon  that  is 
Woods  is  compared  to  the 
prowess  of  Bob  Beamon,  Cari 
Lewis,  Muhammad  Ali.  it  is 
curious  that  the  name  of 
Arthur  Ashe  is  missing.  Surely 
it  is  Ashe,  who  obliged  people 
in  the  once  similarly  pristine, 
white  world  of  Dennis  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  game,  his  dig¬ 
nity  and  his  intellect,  who 
should  be  the  role  model  for 
this  modern-day  sensation? 

Throe  .  was  something  of 


Bridge  of  highs:  Woods  walks  across  the  creek  at  the  I3tfa  on  his  way  to  a  six-under-par  30  for  the  back  nine  and  a  first-round  score  of  70 


Ashe,  the  burning  inside  but  a 
phlegmatic  outward  appear¬ 
ance.  when  Woods  played  his 
most  accomplished  stroke  of 
the  first  round.  It  came,  not  on 
the  back  nine,  but  at  the  par- 
five  8th,  where  Woods  took 
bogey. 

He  hooked  his  tee-shot  into 
the  dogwoods  and  janes  to  the 
left  of  mis  uphill  hole.  The  ball 
rested  on  dirt  one  foot  to  the 
right  of  a  cart  track.  He  picked 
out  a  seven-iron  as  he  looked 
towards  file  top  of  fire  tall 
janes.  “Initially,  I  was  going  to 


hit  and  hope."  he  said  later. 
"Then  I  saw  this  little  gap." 
Exchanging  his  dub  for  a  six- 
iron,  he  then  deftly  guided  the 
ball  through  two  trees  and 
safely  back  into  a  playable 
position.  He  had  stood  with 
his  left  foot  against  a  kerb,  his 
right  on  the  asphalt  cart  trade 
he  had  negotiated  ten  trees;  he 
was  on  course  for  a  great 
recovery. 

‘I  knew  what  I  had  been 
doing  wrong  in  the  outward 
nine,"  Woods  said.  "I  was  in 
such  a  bad  position  at  file 


top  of  my  backswing.  After  I 
realised  that,  it  was  just 
a  matter  of  trusting  the 
■motion." 

Whether  he  can  trust  the 
media  and  the  public  to  watch 
him  progress  without  envy  is 
another  matter.  Yesterday  the 
press  was  already  highlight¬ 
ing  the  overselling  of  Woods 
by  Nike  and  by  International 
Management  Group,  wbo  last 
Sunday  paid  for  a  one-hour 
television  commercial  “Tiger 
Woods:  Son.  Hero,  Champi¬ 
on".  And  by  his  father,  Earl 


Woods,  who  had  gloated  in  the 
magazine.  Sports  Illustrated, 
that  “Tiger  will  do  more  than 
any  other  man  in  history  to 
change  the  course  of 
humanity". 

Will  no  one  let  Woods  grow 
into  his  apparent  destiny? 
“He’S  a  young  man  of  21," 
Nicklaus  said.  “People  are 
expecting  him  to  handle  it  like 
a  35-year-old.  They  monitor 
evety  move,  I  didn't  have  that 
nobody  monitored  the  $33  I 
won  in  my  first  week." 

Palmer,  who  shot  his  worst 


two  rounds  in  43  years  as  a 
competitor  at  Augusta  for  a 
two-round  aggregate  of  176, 32 
over  par.  asked:  “How  many 

20- year-old  men  are  in  the 
position  of  Tiger  Woods?"  The 
young  man  had  complained 
that  he  has  not  had  the  time  or 
freedom  to  be  a  normal 

21- year-old.  “Hey.”  Palmer 
told  him,  “that’s  the  price  you 
have  to  pay,  whether  it's 
financial  or  as  a  champion." 

Tiger,  Tiger,  burning 
bright  let  us  hope  you  do  not 
blow  out  like  candlelight 


SWIMMING:  PALMER  AND  WILSON  FAIL  TO  HIT  QUALIFYING  MARK  AFTER  BECOMING  EMBROILED  IN  TACTICAL  STRUGGLE 


Smith  earns  rightful  reward  for  bold  approach 


Palmer  rueful 


By  Craig  Lord 

BRITAIN  is  blessed  with  three 
world-class  ironmen,  the 
loners  who  devote  themselves 
to  the  1;SOO  metres  freestyle, 
the  longest  race  in  the  pooL  In 
Sheffield  yesterday  only  one  of 
them,  Graeme  Smith,  had  the 
steel  to  qualify  for  the  Euro¬ 
pean  championships,  which 
take  place  in  Seville  in  August 
Winner  of  the  Olympic 


bronze  medal  in  Atlanta,  the 
21-year-old  undergraduate 
was  determined  not  to  get 
caught  in  a  cat-and-mouse 
battle  with  his  rivals.  He 
charged  ahead  early  at  a  pace 
that  left  him  the  easy  victor 
with  a  time  of  15min  U.60sec. 

Paul  Palmer,  22.  and  Ian 
Wilson.  22,  watched  each  oth¬ 
er  instead  of  the  clock  and  paid 
the  price  when  they  failed  to 
meet  the  qualifying  standard. 
Palmer  —  the  Olympic  silver 
medal-winner  in  the  400  me¬ 
tres  freestyle  —  missed  out  by 
a  frustrating  0-22sec  after  a 
race  that  had  taken  him  15min 
28.79sec  Wilson’s  time  was 
15min  35-64sec. 

Their  efforts  of  yesterday 


wasted,  the  rivals  must  now 
face  a  fresh  test  at  the  national 
championship  at  Crystal  Pal¬ 
ace  in  July,  with  only  one  place 
left  in  the  1,500m  freestyle 
team  for  Seville.  “I  feel  so 
stupid,"  said  Palmer,  covering 
his  face  with  one  of  the  giant 
paddle-like  hands  that  have 
propelled  him  to  two  silver 
medals  at  senior  European 
level  and  three  European  ju¬ 
nior  titles. 

“I  wasn’t  being  cocky,  just 
trying  to  scrape  in  and  all  the 
stuff  about  me  just  being  in 
there  to  keep  Ian  off  the  team 
is  rubbish  —  I  believe  I  can 
win  that  race  come  Seville,  I’m 
in  with  a  shout" 

Palmer,  who  has  spent  only 


three  weeks  in  the  new  Olym¬ 
pic  pool  at  the  University  of 
Bath,  his  new  training  home 
away  from  Lincoln,  said:  “In 
my  limited  experience  of 
1300s.  I  know  that  the  day 
after  a  hard  race  your  arms 
are  knackered  —  I  was  hold¬ 
ing  something  in  reserve." 

That  reserve  was  for  the  400 
metre  freestyle  today,  which 
will  take  Palmer's  race  sched¬ 
ule  to  4200  metres  in  three 
days,  a  regime  dictated  by  the 
lunacy  of  cramming  a  six-day 
international  programme  into 
four  days. 

Karen  Pickering,  of  Ips¬ 
wich.  shared  the  fate  of  Palm¬ 
er  and  Wilson.  The  former  200 
menus  short-course  world 


champion  over  200  metres 
freestyle,  Pickering  finished 
third  in  her  specialist  race 
yesterday,  a  tight  final  result¬ 
ing  in  a  place  in  Seville  for 
Vicky  Homer.  Pickering,  who 
was  involved  in  a  car  crush 
last  December,  has  yet  to 
recover  her  best  form. 

Nicholas  Shakell  found  his, 
however.  A  British  exile  at 
college  in  the-  United  States, 
Shakell  docked  50.04sec  to 
break  the  British  record  for 
100  metres  freestyle.  He  swam 
slightly  slower  in  the  final  and 
left  Britain  still  in  search  or  a 
sub-50sec  swim.  That  barrier 
was  first  broken  21  years  ago 
by  Jim  Montgomery. 

The  only  race  yesterday  in 


which  two  swimmers  quali¬ 
fied  for  Seville  was  the  200 
metres  backstroke,  in  which 
Joanne  Deakins  was  pressed 
by  Helen  Don-Duncan.  ar  15 
nine  years  younger  than 
Deakins.  Don-Duncan  fin¬ 
ished  Cl_28sec  behind  Deakins 
in  2min  I4.63sec,  a  British 
junior  record. 

Others  who  made  the  team 
for  Spain  were  Margaretha 
Pedder,  Sarah  Col  lings  and 
Adrian  Turner. 

□  Tony  Ali.  of  Sheffield,  won 
the  silver  medal  in  the  one- 
metre  springboard  at  the 
European  diving  cup  in  Bdlu- 
no.  Italy. 

Results,  page  51 


RUGBY  UNION:  SARACENS  PREPARE  TO  DEFEND  UNBEATEN  LEAGUE  RECORD  AT  ENFIELD  STADIUM 


Wasps  seek  to  breach  the  barricades 


By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

ENFIELD  does  not  resound  in 
rugby's  annals  as  a  fortress  — 
not  compared,  say,  with 
Kings  holm  or  Bath's  Rec¬ 
reation  Ground.  Yet  no  dub 
has  beaten  Saracens  there  in 
the  Courage  Cubs  Champion¬ 
ship  this  season  and  it  is  the 
ground  where  Wasps,  the 
league  leaders,  saw  their 
Pilkington  Cup  hopes  crumble 
bade  in  January. 

The  short  trip  today  from 
one  part  of  north  London  to 
another,  therefore,  has  even 
greater  significance  than 
usual  Wasps  have  been  alter¬ 
nately  cast  down  and  buqyed- 
up  by  the  see-saw*  of  league 
fortunes  this  month,  yet  the 
one  plain  fact  is  that  if  they 
continue  to  win.  the  title  will 
be  theirs  and  they  can  laugh  at 
those  who  do  not  perceive 
them  as  championship 
material. 

They  take  a  XV  unchanged 
from  that  which  started 
against  Bath  Iasi  Sunday,  a 
tribute  to  file  players’  fitness 
that  Saracens  —  still  without 
the  injured  Michael  Lynagh  — 
would  like  to  emulate.  There 
are  only  nine  survivors  of  the 
last  cup  match  and  the  quality 
of  rugby  that  Wasps  are 
playing  is  a  couple  of  notches 
higher  than  Saracens 
achieved  in  their  disappoint¬ 
ing  midweek  game  against 
Harlequins.  Whether  the  En¬ 
field  factor  —  seven  league 
wins  and  a  draw  with  Sale  — 
will  lift  them  remains  a  moot 
point.  Their  fans  wfil  be  lifted 


fry  a  report  that  they  are 
intrusted  in  signing  feu  an 
Evans,  the  Wales  wing. 

The  "Rec"  at  Bath  has  not 
proved  so  forbidding  to  oppo¬ 
nents  this  year  yet  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  atmosphere  for 
the  visit  of  Leicester  will  be 
electric.  This  is  the  dub  that 
removed  Bath  from  the  cup. 
this  the  dub  that  must  win  if 
the  pursuit  of  Wasps  is  to  be 
sustained  and  that  returns  to 
something  approaching  full 
strength  with  Niall  Malone  at 
full  back,  where  he  played  so 
well  in  the  victory  over  Wasps, 
and  six  British  Lions. 

Should  Bath  lose,  of  course. 
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their  European  aspirations 
are  threatened.  They  may  be 
third  in  the  tabic  this  morning 
but  they  would  be  within  the 
reach  of  Harlequins,  Sale  and 
even  Gloucester  as  the  pursuit 
of  a  Heineken  Cup  place 
warms  up  —  if  indeed  the 
Heineken  Cup  in  its  suggested 
formula  happens.  So  great  is 


the  unhappiness  among 
French  dubs  at  the  proposed 
European  season  that  they  are 
prepared  to  offer  an  alterna¬ 
tive  arrangement,  with  com¬ 
mercial  backing,  that  would 
exdude  the  Celtic  sides. 

If  it  is  fortresses  we  are 
talking  about,  however,  then 
Kingsholm’s  reputation  re¬ 
mains  safe,  but  in  whose 
hands?  While  Gloucester  play¬ 
ers  trek  to  Sale,  their  adminis¬ 
trators  addressed  the 
membership  Last  night,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  the  sale  of  up  to  75 
per  cent  of  shares  in  the  dub 
would  raise  the  necessary 
investment  to  put  Gloucester 


Ebbw  Vale  having  serious  fun 


IF  THIS  is  the  season  for 
unfashionable  teams,  as 
Gloucester  and  Sale  in  Eng¬ 
land  suggest  it  is.  then  Ebbw 
Vale  will  win  the  Swalcc  Cup 
semi-final  against  Swansea' at 
Cardiff  today. 

It  however,  recent  league 
form  means  anything,  then 
Swansea  util  have  m  mind 
their  59-12  dismissal  of  the 
Gwent  dub  last  weekend  and 
can  make  preparations  for  a 
final  against  the  winners  of 
the  match  tomorrow  between 
Cardiff  and  UandlL 

But  Ehbw  Vale  are  at 
Strength  this  weekend  and 
will  remember  their  home 
league  win  over  Swansea,  by 
13-9.  "For  us.  it  will  be  a  fun 
day  out"  Kingsley  Jones,  the 


By  David  Hands 

Ebbw  Vale  captain,  said  in  the 
knowledge  that  his  dub  has 
not  been  in  this  position  since 
1977.  “But  when  that  first 
whistle  Mows,  everything  be¬ 
comes  deadly  serious." 

Swansea  hope  to  have  Scott 
Gibbs  available,  after  the 
Wales  centre's  recovery  from 
a  neck  injury,  but  are  without 
Colin  Chat-vis  and  Arwef 
Thomas.  They  remain  in  con¬ 
tention  for  cup  and  league,  in 
which  Dunvanfs  match  with 
CaeiphiDy  will  be  critical  now 
that  the  bottom  four  dubs  will 
he  relegated  Dunvant  art 
ninth,  out  only  two  points 
behind  Neath,  the  league 
champions  last  season. 

Two  Scotland  internation¬ 
als.  Koh  Wain  wright  and 


Matt  Stewart,  play  for  the 
Army  against  the  Royal  Navy 
in  the  opening  match  of  the 
Inter-Services  Championship 
at  Twickenham  today.  There 
was  a  three-way  tie  for  the 
Willis  Corroon  trophy  a  year 
ago  and  the  Army  hope  the 
understanding  between  their 
four  Newbury  players,  three 
from  Camberlcy  and  three 
from  Leeds  will  tilt  die  bal¬ 
ance  their  way. 

The  England  senior  schools 
team  can  win  a  junior  grand 
slam  if  they  beat  a  Wales 
18-group  XV  at  Narberth,  a 
distinction  fiat  would  send 
them  on  their  way  to  tour 
Australia  in  July  rejoicing. 
England's  Colts  also  play  the 
Welsh,  at  tffley  Road,  Oxford, 


EQUESTRIANISM 

Mathy  cuts j 
comers 
to  outpace 
Britons 

From  Jenny  MacAkthur 

IN  VHERTOCENBOSOt 

FRANCOIS  MATHY,  of  Bel¬ 
gium,  riding  Shurlands  Gov¬ 
ernor,  surprised,  his  more 

experienced  rivals  by  winning 

the  Rabobank  Prize,  the  open¬ 
ing  international  class  at  the 
three-day  Volvo  World  Cup 
meeting  here,  by  a  margin  of 
l_34sec. 

Mathy.  whose  father  was  a 
member  of  Belgium’s  bronze 
medal-winning  team  at  the 
1976  Montreal  Olympics,  has 
been  riding  with  increasing 
confidence  since  winning  the 
Brussels  Grand  Prix  on 
Shurlands  Governor  last  Nov¬ 
ember.  He  wasted  no  time 
around  the  inviting  12-fence 
course  yesterday,  taking  every 
possible  short  cut  to  finish  in 
4639 sec.  ,  _  t . 

John  Whitaker,  who  held 
the  lead  early  on  after  a  stylish 
performance  on  the  Dutch- 
bred  Virtual  Village  Heyman, 
finished  third.  He  is  convinced, 
that  the  eight-year-old  stallion, 
bought  from  Jan  Tops  a  year 
ago,  will  soon  be  ready  to 
tackle  his  first  grand  prix. 

Michael  Whitaker  had  a 
less  rewarding  time  on 
Absalom,  also  Dutch-bred, 
who  incurred  14.25  faults. 
Nick  Skelton,  on  Zalza,  and 
Geoff  BilUngton,  on  It’s  Otto, 
both  used  the  class  as  “a 
school"  and  incurred  time 
faults.  Robert  Smith,  in  con¬ 
trast  meant  business  from  the 
start  on  Orthos  but  unluckily 
dipped  the  seventh  fence. 

British  riders  are  hoping  for 
a  change  of  luck  in  the  World 
Cup  qualifier  tomorrow  in 
which  Smith  and  Skelton,  who 
lie  nineteenth  and  26th  in  the 
European  League,  from  which 
the  top  IS  are  eligible  for  the 
final,  have  their  last  chance  to 
advance. 

Holland's  popular  -  Anky 
van  Grunsven,  riding  her 
Olympic  silver  medal-winner. 
Gestion  Bonfire,  has  built  upa 
commanding  lead  in  the  Volvo 
dressage  World  Cup,  in  which 
she  is  attempting  a  third 
successive  win. 

Van  Grunsven,  who  won 
the  Dortmund  qualifier  last 
month — her  only  competition 
with  Bonfire  since  Atlanta  — 
won  the  opening  grand  prix  by 
a  5-point  margin  from  her 
main  rival,  Sven  Rothen 
berger. 

Richard  Davison,  Britain’s 
only  qualifier,  who  finished 
thirteenth  (out  of  14)  after  a 
disappointing  test  on  Hiscox 
Askari,  is  hoping  to  compen¬ 
sate  with  a  good  performance 
in  the  freestyle-to-music  com¬ 
petition  today,  the  final  pan  of 
the  World  Cup. 


among  the  title  contenders  in 
the  future. 

The  money  is  unlikely  to  be 
forthcoming  from  the  club's 
2.300-membership  but 
Gloucester  hope  for  the  same 
kind  of  approval  that  Sale 
enjoyed  when,  on  Thursday 
night,  their  members  gave 
unanimous  support  for  an 
investment  package  worth  a 
minimum  E2S  million.  Sale 
propose  a  limited  company 
that  would  buy  the  rugby- 
playing  activities  and  lease 
amenities  from  the  dub  itself, 
keeping  rugby  at  the  Hey- 
wood  Road  ground. 

The  Gloucester  supporters, 
though,  have  a  reputation  for 
speaking  their  mind  and 
Shedhead.  their  excellent 
fanzine,  has  already  expressed 
a  view:  “Any  buyer  will  soon 
find  out  that  he  is  responsible 
for  a  hell  of  a  lot  more  than 
some  grass,  a  dozen  or  so 
hostility  jsicj  boxes,  a  few 
hundred  seats  and  a  rickety- 
looking  old  terrace  —  he  will 
be  the  lucky  owner  of  the 
hopes  and  dreams  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  people,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  spirits  of  more  people 
than  you  could  count  which 
can  no  longer  make  them¬ 
selves  heard,"  the  fanzine’s 
authors.  Ed  Snow  and  Bob 
Fenton,  wrote. 

Gloucester's  ideal  would  be 
to  haw  a  locally-based  com¬ 
pany  as  an  investor,  which 
could  use  the  dub's  name  in  a 
branding  exercise.  In  the 
meantime  Mike  Lloyd  returns 
to  the  Gloucester  wing  against 
a  Sale  side  reinforced  by 
Charlie  Vyvyan  at  No  8. 


MacKenzie 
leads  in 
practice 

NIALL  MacKENZIE  made  an 
inspired  start  to  his  defence  of 
the  British  Superbike  crown 
by  leading  in  practice  at 
Donjngton  Park  yesterday, 
ahead  of  the  double  race 
tomorrow.  The  Scottish  racer. 

35.  has  the  benefit  of  an 
upgraded  Yamaha  for  the 

22-race  championship  that  has 
attracted  five  leading  factory 
teams,  with  four  former  cham¬ 
pions  lining  up  on  the  grid. 

The  former  champion.  John 
Reynolds,  riding  the  Reve  Red  & 
Bull  Ducati,  closed  within  four 
hundredths  of  a  second  of 
MacKenzie.  while  Terry 
Kymer,  of  Kawasaki,  was 
marginally  slower. 

□  Seven  riders,  including  the 
world  champion.  Michael 
Doohan,  of  Australia,  broke 
Shah  Alam  course  records 
yesterday  during  practice  for 
the  Malaysia  Grand  Prix  mo¬ 
torcycle  race. 

Ice  hockey:  The  Great  Britain 
head  coach,  Peter  Woods,  was 
in  optimistic  mood  as  he  and 
his  team  embarked  on  the 
final  leg  of  their  journey  to 
Poland  for  pool  B  of  the  world 
championships,  which  begin  f 
today.  The  team’s  prepara¬ 
tions  included  one  foil-scale 
game,  a  3-3  draw  against 
Austria  in  Linz  last  weekend. 

CoJf:  The  second  day  of  com¬ 
petition  at  tile  66th  Halford 
Hewitt  Foursomes  saw  the 
two  teams  many  expect  to 
contest  the  final  tomorrow 
progressing  into  the  third 
round  with  relative  ease.  Har¬ 
row  recorded  a  4-1  win  over 
Berkhamsred  at  Sandwich 
and  Radley  also  had  little 
trouble  in  their  second-round 
match  with  Can  ford  at  Deal  jg 

Cricket  The  England  and 
Wales  Cricket  Board  appoint¬ 
ed  Michael  Browning  to  lake 
on  the  job  of  event  manager 
for  the  1999  World  Cup 
yesterday. 
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MOTOR  RACING:  WORLD  CHAMPION  PREPARES  TO  PUSH  HIMSELF  TO  LIMIT  TO  CHALLENGE  LEADING  DRIVERS 


‘Hill  waiting 
to  move 
out  of  the 
slipstream 

Prom  Michael  Calvin  in  buenos  aires 


IT  WAS  business  as  usual  at 
the  Autodromo  Oscar  A  Gal¬ 
vez  here  yesterday.  Drivers 
whinged.  engines  whined  and 
everyone  worried  about 
money.  Few  took  notice  of  the 
earnest  young  man  emerging 
from  the  Arrows  garage. 

There  were  times  last  year 
when  Damon  Hill  craved 
such  relative  anonymity.  He 
estimates  that  he  signed 
20.000  autographs  during  the 
course  of  winning  the  world 
drivers'  championship  that  es¬ 
tablished  him  as  a  Fixture  on 
the  celebrity  circuit.  In  Formu¬ 
la  One.  however,  he  was 
dismissed  as  an  also-ran,  even 
before  he  had  left  Bucking¬ 
ham  Palace  after  being  ap¬ 
pointed  QBE.  Relegation  to 
the  ranks  has  freed  him  from 
the  febrile  atmosphere  that 
once  dominated  his  working 
life. 

The  cognoscenti  continue  to 
court  Jacques  Villenueve,  who 
predictably  set  the  pace  for  ihe 
Argentine  Grand  Prix  tomor¬ 
row.  Only  Rubens  Barrichello. 
in  a  surprisingly  nimble  Stew- 
art-Ford,  got  within  a  second 
of  him  in  the  free  practice 
yesterday.  The  media  scrum 
still  surged  around  Michael 
Schumacher,  fifth  fastest  in 
his  Ferrari,  and  Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen,  who  was  further 
undermined  by  his  seventh 
place,  Msec  adrift  of  Ville- 
neuve.  his  Williams  team¬ 
mate. 

Hill,  quietly,  diligently,  got 
-  on  with  his  rehabilitation. 
■  Since  his  morning  was  wasted 
by  technical  problems  that 
required  the  rear  of  his  car  to 
be  rebuilt,  the  thirteenth 
quickest  time.  S.lsec  behind 


Villenueve.  was  a  small  tri¬ 
umph.  “You  only  really  notice 
the  difference  in  attitudes 
when  you  step  our  of  the  car." 
Hill  said.  “J'm  used  to  so  much 
going  on  around  me.  but  now 
that’s  all  going  on  at  the  ocher 
end  of  the  pit  lane.  I  don’t  envy 
them,  as  such.  1  can  live 
without  ihe  fuss,  but  1  don't 
want  to  think  1  will  never 
experience  it  again.  The  front 
is  the  only  place  to  be." 

Hill  is  unworried  by  slights, 
real  or  imagined,  because  he 
understands  the  insular  na¬ 
ture  of  his  sporL  It  is  cyclical  in 
character,  despite  its  emotion¬ 
al  intensity.  “It  is  such  a  small 
world,  for  such  a  major  sport." 
he  said.  "It's  pointless  hearing 
grudges  because,  sooner  or 
later,  you  are  going  to  have  to 
swallow  your  pride  and  talk 
business  with  someone  you 
don’t  particularly  like. 

“Nowhere  else  in  span  does 
that  happen  quite  as  regularly, 
as  it  does  in  Formula  One. 
People  are  worst  enemies  one 
week  and  jumping  into  bed 
with  each  other  the  next. 
Everyone  is  focusing  on 
Frentzen  at  the  moment,  but 
he's  got  15  races  to  sort  things 
out  and,  if  he's  got  half  a 
brain,  he  will  pull  through  his 
problems. 

"The  buzz,  for  me,  comes 
from  sorting  our  the  car,  When 
you're  in  complete  control 
you’re  in  touch  with  so  many 
sensations.  You’re  feeling 
them  through  the  seat  of  your 
pants,  through  the  steering 
wheel,  through  the  pedal.  Pm 
just  trying  to  get  those  vibes 
again." 

His  performance  in  Brazil, 
which  was  curtailed  by  an 


HOCKEY 


Tom  Walkinshaw,  the  Arrows  team  manager,  makes  a  point  to  his  driver.  Hill,  during  practice  yesterday 


engine  Tire  after  he  had  run  as 
high  as  fourth,  renewed  his 
credibility.  Rumours  are  al¬ 
ready  circulating  that 
Benetton  cherish  his  technical 
nous  and  his  understated 
ambition. 

Hill's  immediate  horizons 
are.  by  necessity,  more  limit¬ 
ed.  The  qualifying  session 
today,  on  the  tight,  twisty 
circuit  condemned  as  a  "glori¬ 
fied  go-kart  track"  by  Ville* 
neuve.  is  another  important 
test  of  potential.  “We’re  hold¬ 
ing  our  breath  here.”  Hill  said. 
"We  are  entering  a  much  more 
difficult  phase  and  we  don’t 
want  to  lose  our  momentum. 
/Tn  going  to  have  to  wring  that 
last  percentage  poinr  out  of  the 
car.  It's  a  bit  like  squeezing  a 
sponge.  You  can  get  the  major¬ 
ity  of  water  out  quite  quickly, 
but  then  you  have  to  apply  a 
lot  of  pressure  for  relatively 
little  reward.  In  purely  driving 
terms,  I’m  enjoying  this  sea¬ 
son  as  much  as  ever.  Pm 
actually  going  as  fast  as  1  was 


DETAILS  FROM  BUENOS  AIRES 


PRACTICE  TIMES:  1.  J  Wfenauve  (Can, 
Williams)  lmfri  25.755soc,  2.  R 

Barncheflo  (3>.  Stewart)  1.26693;  3,  O 
Par*.  (Fr.  Pio&il  1:26.983,  A.  G  Berger 
(Audna,  Benetton)  1.2?  D1 7;  5,  M 
Schumadier  (Get.  Ferrari)  1 27  052, 6,  G 
Fisicheto  (H.  Jordan)  1:27  129.  7.  H-H 
Rental  (Gef,  Wilikum)  127.169,  &  J 
Herbert  (GB.  Sauber)  1  27  702:  9.  R 
Schumacher  iGer,  Jordan)  1  27  823,  10. 
J  AlesJ  (Ft.  BereOan)  1.27  979.  11.  E 
trvrne  [GB.  Ferrari)  1 28 137:  12.  D 
Cculthard  |GB,  McLaren)  1  28.163. 13.  □ 
HiM  (GB.  Arrows)  1 2B  932: 14.  N  Lartnl  (It. 
Sauber)  1.29  153;  15.  J  Verstappen  (Hod, 
Tyrrell  i  29.302;  16,  M  Hauunen  (fin. 
McLaren)  129  426;  17,  M  Sato  (fin. 
Tyrrell)  129893,  18,  5  Nakano  (Japan. 
Proa  l  1  30.069,  19,  J  Magwssen  (Den. 
Stewart)  1  30376;  20,  U  Katayama 
(Japan.  MinanJQ  1  30  546, 21 .  P  Dine  (Br, 
Arrows)  1  30.727;  22.  J  TiuBi  (H.  Minardi 
T  31  269. 


in  a  Williams  last  season  but, 
because  of  the  improvement  in 
the  tyres,  everyone  on  the  grid 
is  quicker. 

“The  lap  times  here  are 
incredible.  We’re  around  four 
seconds  quicker  than  last  year, 
which  is  astonishing.  1  reckon 
in  qualifying  we  could  be  2h 


CHAMPIONSHIP  STANDINGS:  DnvwK 
1  equal.  QouRbard  and  VUenauvo  IQpts: 
3.  Bar  get  9.  4,  M  Schumacher  8;  5. 
Hafcknan  7, 6,  Paris  6. 7  equal.  Lanrt  and 
AJea  1  Constructors:  1.  MnLaren- 
Mercedes  17ptr.  2  equal.  Wibams- 
Renatit  and  Benetton -RenauB  10,  4. 
Fenan  a.  5.  Pros!  Mugen-Honda  6,  6. 
Sauber  1 

GRANDS  PRiX  TO  COME:  Tomorrow: 
Argentinian  (Buenos  Aires).  Apr  27:  San 
Marino  (bncta)  May  11:  Monaco  (Mortte 

Carlo]  May  25:  Spanish  (Barcelona  1  Jun 
15:  Canaoan  (Montreal)  Jun  29:  French 
(Magny-Cours)  Jut  13:  British 
(Silverstone).  Jui  27:  German 
(Hoctamhelrn)  Aug  10:  Hungarian 
(Hungatoring)  Aug  24:  Belgian  (Spa- 
FranrarchairpE)  Sap  7:  Itafan  (Monza). 
Sep  21:  Austrian  (A-1  Rng).  Sep  28: 
Luxembourg  (Nurtugnng).  Oct  12: 
Japanese  |Sua*a)  Oct  SB  Portuguese 
(Estoril). 


seconds  off  the  pace  and  that 
might  just  be  enough  id  get 
into  the  top  ten.  I  have  to  push, 
push.  push.  It's  tiie  competi¬ 
tion  with  yourself  that  matters 
and  the  inner  satisfaction  of 
being  world  champion  has  not 
diluted  yet" 

Hill  is.  though,  ready  to  use 


his  status  to  speak  out  He 
remains  unimpressed  by 
Villeneuve's  ostentatious  cam¬ 
paign  for  circuits  to  be  rede¬ 
signed  so  that  he  can  live 
doser  to  the  edge.  “I  spent  a 
season  with  Jacques  and  I 
leamt  that  his  concept  of  what 
can  happen  in  a  racing  car  is 
slightly  adrift  of  reality.  I 
understand  the  sheer  physics 
of  an  acddenL 

“You  don't  walk  away  from 
a  150mph  shunt  with  just  a 
bump  on  the  head.  1  don’t 
want  to  see  him  get  hurt  I 
don’t  want  to  see  anyone  in 
hospital.  OK,  so  this  circuit 
has  not  got  the  thrill  factor 
that  people  want,  bur  it  is  not 
impossible  to  remove  the  ele¬ 
ment  of  danger  from  the  sport. 

“Formula  One  left  me  with  a 
nasty  taste  in  my  mouth  at  an 
early  age.  I  can  remember  my 
dad  coining  home  and  the  look 
on  his  face  because  one  of  his 
friends  had  been  killed.  I  grew 
up  with  that  and  1  won’t 
forget  it” 


BOWLS 


Reading  awaiting  backlash  Springell  wins  with  Grace 


THE  Hockey  Association  Cup 
quarter-final  between  Old 
Lnughtonians  and  Reading  at 
Chigwell  today  is  a  rerun  of 
the  final  last  year  at  Milton 
Keynes,  where  Reading  won 
on  penally  strokes  after  the 
teams  had  finished  extra  time 
still  level  at2-2. 

Lnughtonians.  who  last  that 
'■  penally  shoot-out  3-Z  will  be 
without  Julian  Halls,  a  stal¬ 
wart  defender,  who  is  still 
under  treatment  for  an  injured 
wrist  while  Nick  Thompson's 
knee  trouble  will  restrict  his 
activities  to  the  set-pieces  wily. 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Florida  1  Cttopo 
Cub&O:  Houston  5  A tente3.  Postponed:  Si 
Louis  v  Montreal;  Cdotada  v  Owtnnati. 
AMERICAN  LEAGUE1  Mrtnesoia  7  DeUort 
3  Toronto  4  Chicago  Winter  Sox  0;  Teeeas  2 
Mihwa^ee  0  Postponed:  Kansas  City  v 
Balwnote 


EEHlZE 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA)-  Ortando 
106  Toronto  69:  Mam  SJ  Oetrort  83:  New 
Jersey  93  Milwaukee  89;  Chicago  105  Nwi 
Yc*k  103:  Seattle  90  Dallas  82.  Houston  102 
Vancouver  94,  F’orttana  98  San  Antonu  B1: 


Si 

s 

iH 


LAS  VEGAS:  Welterweight:  Emmett  UrWin 


ICE  HOCKEY _ 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  ,5 

0,-0. rn  1  NY  Hangers  b  Prttadelprva  J 
Tampa  Bay  4  Pimbutoh  3.  Washington  3 
Montreal  2:  SI  lw«  6  Toronto  1. 


By  Sydney  Friskin 

Jason  Lee,  one  of  their  for¬ 
wards,  is  in  Australia. 

Confidence  is  high,  how¬ 
ever.  even  though  they  lan¬ 
guish  in  eighth  position  in  the 
premier  division  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  League,  of  which  Read¬ 
ing  became  the  champions 
last  week.  The  dubs  have  each 
won  one  of  their  two  previous 
meetings  this  season. 

The  pick  of  the  quarter- 
finals  tomorrow  is  the  one 
between  Cannock  and 
Teddington.  whose  54  win  at 
Cannock  last  month  ended  the 
championship  hopes  of  their 


CRICKET 


One-day  International  match 
South  Africa  v  Australia 

CENTURION  South  Africa  won  loss) 
Australia  beat  South  Africa  by  five  utekets 
SOUTH  AFRICA 

A  M  Barter  b  Dele . .  ..  15 

H  H  Gibbs  C  Haaly  b  GStespre  . 33 

*W  J  Crania  run  out  . BO 

DJCtfQrtancME Waugh b Warns  .  -  89 

J  H  Kalis  si  Hooly  b  Wane  .  3 

JN  Rhodes  nn  our  . 10 

S  M  PoBocfc  c  Dete  b  Bichd  .  .  33 

D  N  Crookes  nor  cm  .  4 

tD  J  Richardson  no)  out .  0 

ExHasitj12.w4.mj1)  . 1? 

Total  (7  vrkts,  SO  ovors)  - 284 

H  E  Bryson  anti  A  A  Donald  cW  not  bal 
FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-52.  2-77.  3-226, 

4- 232.  S- 232,  6-261.  7-283 

BOWUNG-  Date  ltTO-44-1.  B*te(  9-0- W-l; 
Waff*  10-1-52-2;  Gflespie  BO-45-1. 
Btewert  &-0-41-O.  Bevan  7 -0-400 

AUSTRALIA 

M  E  Waugh  c  Rhodes  b  PoUoch  .  0 

G  S  Btevierte  OooLufc  b  Pofiot*  .  .  21 

S  G  Law  b  Cron|e  ...  31 

SR  Waugh  Cwb  Pollock . B9 

M  G  Bevanttwb  Bryson  .  .  -  IKS 
A  C  Gtehnsi  nol  cut  .  — -  -  •  20 

*flA  Healynoioul  _  -  -  6 

Extras  (b  5.  w  7.  nb  2)  .  -J4 

Total  (5  wkts,  49  overs) . . —  287 

S  K  Wane.  A  C  Date.  A  J  Brehel  and  J  N 
GiRespre  Okl  not  bffl 

FALL  OF  WIChETS  1-0.  2-36.  3-58.  4-247. 

5- M2 

BOWUNG  Potock  100-40-3:  Bryson  10-0- 
63-1;  Dorv4d  JO- 1-594).  Ctortfi  7-0-46- 1; 
Cn>*es  6-0-37-0.  kills  0037-0 
Umpires  D  F  Becker  and  S  B  Lamb? on 


hosts  Another  battle  royal  is  in 
prospect 

Guildford  will  visit  Surbi¬ 
ton  lacking  the  services  of 
Brett  Garrard,  who  has  not 
been  fit  since  his  return  from 
Pakistan  with  the  England 
team. 

In  the  remaining  match.  St 
Albans  entertain  Chelmsford, 
the  only  non-league  dub  left  in 
the  competition.  Chelmsford, 
a  much  improved  side,  will  be 
fighting  for  a  place  in  the 
National  League  when  the 
inter-league  playoffs  start  at 
Milton  Keynes  on  April  25. 


Sharjah  Cup  final 

Pakistan  v  Sri  Lanka 

SHARJAH  (PaMsten  won  loss  I  Sn  Lafflu 
teal  Pakistan  by  lout  wKkeiL 
PAKISTAN 

Ramc  Rap  c  Ranaturna  b  S  C  de  SSva  12 
Sapd  Ali  c  Titokcrame  Q  MuraMwar  SB 
l|az  Ahmed  b  -tayasunya  ...  33 

Sehm  Maifc  b  MuiaMharan  .  .  58 

Ircamjnvul  H«j  run  «j!  ....  .61 

tMon  Khan  c  Mahan ama  b  Muralilhaian  1 

•Waslm  Akram  b  Dharmas^na . 3 

Shahid  AJndf  b  Vaas .  8 

Waqat  Youne  cPAde  Siva  b  Vaas  .  J 
Saqbui  MusMaq  c  Mahauxna 

bSCctoSAra  .  1 

Mushraq  Ahmed  nol  nut  .0 

Etttas  (b  (.  b  I.  w5.  rib  J)  ....  8 

Total  (49-2ovnre) - 214 

FALL  OF  WICKETS-  1-J0.  2-68. 3-87. 4-185. 
5-187.  6-195.  7-208.  8-210. 9-212 
BOWLING  Vans  92-1-32-2:  SC*  S4va 
9-0-35-2:  Muiaktharan  10-0-42-3.  Dfiamv 
asena  9- 1 -30- 1 :  Jayasunya  5-0- 3 1  - 1 .  P  A  cte 
Silva  74J- 42-0 

SIU  LANKA 

S  T  Jayasuriya  tew  b  Weo&  ■  13 

iRSKatewilhararia  c  Ikszb  Wasim  ..  0 
M  S  Ajapami  ibw  b  Mushiaq  Ahmed  » 
P  A  da  Silva  nol  ou  .  .  .  87 

■A  Ranaftjngs  c  iind  b  Salim  .  38 

R  S  Mahanina  c  Mushiaq  Ahmed 

b  SaqLan  Musrtaq  .  .  31 

H  P  Treterafnc  c.  I|u  b  Saqtein  Mushiaq  7 
HDPK  Dhaimasena  nol  out  .3 

EJttrea.  (to  1 T.  w  2.  nb  4|  .  ■  ■  17 

Tc4Bl  (6  vrtrts.  492  overs) . . 215 

WPUJCVaas.  M  MuraOTraran  and  SCdc 
SJva  did  no)  t»i 

FALL  OF  WIOETS  1-t.  2-35.  3-67. 4-133. 
5-193,6-204 

BOWLING  Wasa-n  Akram  10-1-30-1 .  W«te< 
Younte  8-0-43-1:  Saqiam  Mushiaq  9^-0- 
41-2;  Mushteq  Ahmed  lO-Ti-41-1  Shana 


Man  «  me  match  and  senes  PAde54va 
Umpees  C  J  MflcWev  (South  Atrica)  3nd 
S  B  Dunne  (New  Zealand) 


GRACE  has  been  a  name  to 
conjure  with  in  English  bowls 
since  Dr  W.  G.  of  that  ilk.  the 
cricket  legend,  formed  the 
English  Bowling  Association 
in  1903  and  pioneered  the 
concept  of  the  indoor  game. 

Yesterday  Gary  Grace  add¬ 
ed  his  name  to  the  sport’s  roll 
of  honour  when  he  skipped 
his  Handy  Cross,  High  Wyc¬ 
ombe.  dub  colleague.  Alan 
SpringelL  to  victory  in  the 
final  of  tiie  national  indoor 
pairs  championship  at  Mel¬ 
ton  Mowbray. 

Springell,  58.  and  Grace. 


By  David  Rhys  Jones 

who  is  30  years  younger,  took 
control  from  file  start,  open¬ 
ing  up  a  13-3  lead  after  12  ends 
and  cruising  to  a  20-6  win 
over  Ron  Ayres  and  Mark 
Yell  and,  of  Watford. 

Tony  All  cock  suffered  a 
first-round  defeat  at  the  hands 
of  Brett  Morley.  of  Notting¬ 
ham,  when  the  singles 
championship  got  under  way. 
Morley  took  an  early  lead,  but 
AUcock  had  levelled  the 
scores,  at  7-7  by  the  ninth  end. 
The  next  eight  ends  belonged 
to  Morley  and  a  brief  All  cock 
rally  was  cut  short  when 


Morley  scored  a  match-win¬ 
ning  double  on  the  twentieth 
end  to  win  21-13. 

John  Ottaway,  from 
Wymondham  Deli.  Norfolk, 
the  runner-up  at  Melton  last 
year,  also  went  out,  losing  his 
second-round  encounter  with 
David  Holt,  of  Blackpool 
Borough,  21-14. 

Six  of  the  eight  quarter- 
finalists—  Morley,  Hoh,  Rob¬ 
ert  Newman,  John  Leeman. 
Paul  Butcher  and  David 
Ward  —  were  in  the  England 
team  that  won  the  Hilton 
Trophy  in  Ireland  last  month. 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 

Castleford 
seek  £12m 
new  home 

Christopher  Irvine  looks  at  a  troubled 
club  that  boasts  lofty  ambitions 


IT  IS  ironic  that  in  troubled 
times  on  the  field,  Castleford 
Tigers,  rhe  dub  thar  has 
traditionally  dragged  its  feet 
off  the  field,  should  be 
looking  ambitiously  to  the 
future  with  plans  to  create  a 
new  £12  million  15.000-seax 
stadium. 

An  out-of-town  site,  at 
Whirwood.  dose  to  the  Mb2 
motorway,  has  been  ear¬ 
marked  for  the  development 
of  a  multi-use  stadium  and 
leisure  complex,  complete 
with  an  indoor  ski  village. 
Relegation  by  Castleford 
from  the  Stones  Super 
League  would  hardly  appeal 
ro  potential  investors,  al¬ 
though  a  London-based 
property  developer  has  ex¬ 
pressed  interest  in  funding 
the  proposed  "Snowdome". 

The  dub  has  commis¬ 
sioned  a  leisure  consultant  to 
check  the  viability  of  the 
scheme  and  will  approach 
Wakefield  Council  for  fund¬ 
ing  for  the  70-acre  sire  before 
putting  the  proposals,  that 
would  involve  selling  their 
Wheldon  Road  ground,  to  a 
public  meeting  next  month. 

Castleford 's  hopes  of  win¬ 
ning  backing  from  the  local 
authority  and  the  National 
Lottery  are  complicated  by 
the  support  that  Wakefield 
Council  has  given  to  the 
building  of  the  new  £50 
million  headquarters  of 
Yorkshire  County  Cricket 
Club  and  adjoining  joint-use 
stadium  for  Wakefield  Trin¬ 
ity  rugby  league  and  Wake¬ 
field  rugby  union  clubs,  at 
Durkar,  off  Jhe  Ml 
motorway. 

For  seven  decades, 
Castleford  have  been  mak¬ 
ing  life  generally  inhospita¬ 
ble  for  visiting  teams  to 
Wheldon  Road,  which  looks 
like  it  should  have  been 
condemned  years  ago.  There 
have  been  a  few  recent 
improvements  including  a 
roof,  a  coat  of  paint  for  the 
toilets,  an  upgraded  press 
box  and  new  seats  in  the 
main  wooden  stand. 

It  has  not  changed  so 
much  that  Darryl  Van  de 
Velde  will  not  recognise  the 
place.  The  Australian  was  in 
charge  at  Castleford  for  five 
seasons,  until  May  1993,  and 
is  ten  days  into  the  coaching 
job  at  Warrington  Wolves, 
the  visitors  tomorrow,  who 
have  lost  nine  of  the  past  ten 
matches  against  the  York¬ 
shire  side. 

At  Castelford.  Van  de 
Velde  groomed  John  Joyner, 
his  assistant,  who  guided  the 
team  to  the  Regal  Trophy  in 
1994.  Joyner  lasr  week  paid 
tiie  price  for  a  poor  start  to 


the  season  and  ended  a 
25-year  association  with  the 
dub  as  a  player  and  coach. 
Mick  Morgan,  the  commer¬ 
cial  manager,  has  stepped  in 
on  a  temporary  basis,  but 
Castleford 's  losing  run  con¬ 
tinued  last  Sunday  at  Shef¬ 
field  Eagles. 

Lee  Crooks,  who  has  con¬ 
firmed  that  he  is  in  the 
running  for  the  coaching 
vacancy,  is  missing  from 
Castleford 's  front  row 
because  of  a  knee  injury  and 
Dean  Sampson  takes  his 
place.  Nathan  Sykes  also 
returns  at  prop. 

Warrington,  who  began 
the  season  with  a  whimper, 
and  reignited  it  with  a  bang 
by  beating  Wigan  Warriors, 
and  Oldham  Bears  at  home, 
move  Kelly  Shdford  to 
scrum  half  for  Jon  Duffy' 
who  is  out  for  at  least  six 
weeks  after  he  sustained  a 
leg  fracture.  Chris  Rudd  is 
switched  to  full  back  as  Lee 
Penny  has  a  knee  injury  and 
Toa  Kohe-Love  returns  at 
centre  after  missing  the  two 
recent  victories. 

Before  the  visit  last  night 
of  Bradford  Bulls,  Wigan 
signed  Lee  Hansen,  the  Ton¬ 
ga  prop,  from  Widnes.  who 
have  taken  Sean  Long  and 
Matthew  Knowles  in  ex¬ 
change.  Widnes,  who  are 
struggling  three  places  off 
the  bottom  of  the  first  divi¬ 
sion,  also  acquired  Nick 
Devine,  as  a  front  row 
replacement  for  Hansen,  on 
a  month-loan  from  St 
Helens. 

Oldham,  the  only  other 
side  without  a  win,  have  Rob 
Myler.  David  Bradbury  and 
Matt  Munro  returning  from 
injury  for  the  visit  tomorrow 
night  of  Paris  Saint-Ger¬ 
main,  who  have  no  choice 
but  to  turn  to  more  French 
players  with  a  number  of 
long-term  injuries  among 
their  mainly-Australian 
squad. 

Wayne  Jackson  takes  the 
place  of  the  injured  Kelvin 
Skerrett  for  Halifax  Blue  Sax 
tomorrow  against  London 
Broncos,  who  are  to  over¬ 
come  the  problem  of  choos¬ 
ing  between  Shaun  Edwards 
and  Josh  White  at  scrum 
half  by  playing  them  both  at 
halfback,  with  Adrian  Spen¬ 
cer  dropping  to  the  bench. 

In  a  series  of  disciplinary 
verdicts  the  Rugby  Football 
League  gave  three-march 
bans  each  to  Stuart  Rhodes, 
of  Carlisle,  for  use  of  the 
elbow,  and  Jason  Gatus,  of 
York,  for  punching.  Craig 
Booth,  of  Hunslet,  was  sus¬ 
pended  for  one  match  for  a 
high  tackle. 


ICC  Trophy 
Third-place  play-off 

Ireland  v  Scotland 

KUALA  LUMPUR  /Ireland  won  loss)  Scot¬ 
land  tear  trabnri  on  higher  run  rate 
SCOTLAND 

I L  Ptelp c  Doak  b McCrurr,  „  11 

D  R  LocKtian  c  Benson  b  Doak . 21 

M  J  Srrwh  rw>  oui .  49 

•G  Satecud  C  AD  PeiJowibCteiY-.  7 
J  G  Wlfiamson  bUW  Paficreon  ....27 

M  J  D  AtaMham  iui  oui  . 22 

tA  G  Davies  b  Meastey . 17 

l  R  Bwen  c  A  D  Pauereon 

bMW  PartiTwxi . 3 

S  R  hjjmecly  nol  on . 4 

E'lras  (lb  4,  w  £2) .  36 

Total  (8  wkts.  45  mere) - 167 

K  Thomson  and  K  L  P  Shendar  <*d  not  boL 
FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-19.2-75.3.94.4-108. 
5- 159.  6-167.  7-177.8-187. 

BOWUNG  GUtespie  5-1-lD-Cr  McCon 

7- 1-J4-1:  Heastey  60-44-1;  M  W  PaUOrean 

8- 0-42-2.  Hamson  EtO- 34-0.  Doak  6-0- 2B-1; 
Cuny  3-0-11-1 

IRELAND 

D  J  Curry  c  SaJmona  b  Thompson  7 
TA  D  Panerson  c  Dawes  b  Thompson  6 
D  A  Lewis  c  Thompson  b  Ahigham  11 
■JDR  Benton  c.  Dawes  b Sheridan  .26 
MG  Doak c Thompson  USnetkian  ..  7 
A  R  Dunlop  c  Salmond  b  Shandan  .. .  10 
D  Heastey  c  Loctturd  b  Sheridan  ..  .  IB 
P  Ci  Gataspe  c  Dawes  b  . .  .  9 

G  D  Hamson  c  Lockhard  b  WiBamswr  16 
M  W  Patters or  c  honnedy  b  VWSamscn  .  6 

P  McCrum  naou . 2 

Extras  (b  1, lb  1. *r  15,  nb 6)  ■  ■■  23 

Total  (39  oware) - - - 141 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-9.  3-20.  3-46.  4-72. 
S-B1. 6-88.  7-1U.  8-12S,  9-137 
BOWLTNG  Bewn  9-037-1.  Thompson  6-1- 
33-2.  Kennedy  9-3- 14-0:  Aftngliam  3-0- 
22-1  Sheridan  9-1-24-4;  WHfiamson  3-0 
19-2 

Ufl  ipaev  D  G  Has  (Auslraial  and 
S  Venkateeaghavan  flndial 


RED  STRIPE  CUP  (tun  day  ol  lour!: 
Discovery  Bay,  Jamaica:  Wrnrtwrd  Is- 
Landa  117  (LR  WJiams  6-2*51.  Janvuca  140- 
3  (R  G  Samuels  65  nol  out)  Basseterre,  SI 
Kite:  Barbados  206-7  (R  I  C  Hdder  69  not 
out.  F  L  Retfor  61)  v  Leeward  Islands. 


EQUESTRIANISM 


'SHERTQGENBOSCH;  Rabobank  Prize: 
1.  Shurtanda  Goemor  (F  Mahy.  Befl  0  In 
46.39:  2.  Hans  (H  van  do  Pot.  Hoi)  0  n 
47  73: 3,  Virtual  VBnge Haymar<  (J  Whitaker, 
GB)  Din  47  93  Volvo  World  Cup  dressage 
grand pne  I.GcstionBonfre  (Avan  Grun- 
sven,  Hal)  1.&47pts,  2.  Janggor's  Weyden 
IS  RrUherijeroH.  Hoi)  1.7B2:  3.  Wafc  on 
Top  [L  Nathnersj.  Swa)  1.764  British:  13. 
Hi sco*  Askarl  |fl  Dawson)  1,550. 


FOOTBALL 


HALFORD  HEWTTT  FOURSOMES:  First 
round:  At  Dent  W arsons  M  FeBes  4*-1*; 
MerchWon  bt  WcWnglon  3Hi~1  tv.  Wtillnm  W 
Si  Bee®  3-2;  Epsom  M  Loretta  3t*-1Vr: 
Bradtetd  bt  Tiem  3-2:  Repton  bt  Lancng 
3 Vi'S:  Radley  bt  Cay  London  4-T: 
Canloidttd«jwefl3X^1K,Flo5saflblEton 
Jifr-lb:  Uppkigham  br  Cheltenham  4-1: 
Sherborne  br  WeflJngborough  3V1te:  for¬ 
es]  bi  Hghgaie  Taunton  bi  St 

Paul"*  3>>-lVr.  EesJbQume  M  Gresham's 
3-2.  At  Sandwich:  BerWiamsted  U 
Aldenham  4-1;  Hantw  W  Bishop's  StorttonJ 
5-0;  Cranteigh  wo  Wrafon;  Downsxte  bt 
Ample  forth  3-2;  Edinburgh  bt  Franfngham 
5-0.  Shrewsbury  bt  Fettered  3-2:  Birdeffs 
bt  King  Edward's.  Birmln^wan  5-0; 
Charterhouse  br  Hurstpwrpofrir  5-0.  Mal¬ 
vern  U  The  Levs  4-1:  Tonbridge  bt 
Merchant  Taylors  3-2. 


RACKETS 


QUESTS  CLUB:  Laooste  Open  doubles: 
Rrat  round:  R  Carter  end  C  Robards  bl  D 
Jenkins  end  R  Wakaty  16-14.  6-15,  15-6. 
16-13.  15-12.  H  Angus  and  N  Baiey  bt  D 
Johrc&n  and  A  Lyons  15-0.  15-3.  10-15. 
15-5. 15-ft  Quartarflnala:  T  Coctoott  and  R 
OwstvBiMWie  br  R  Newman  and  G  Roes 
15-8.  16-14.  10-15.  15-2,  15-12:  D  Makay 
and  T  Sawtey-Cookson  tl  Carter  and 
Rubai ds  15^.  4-15.  1&G.  18-17.  15-16. 
15-&  W  Boone  and  P  Brahe  bt  Angus  and 
Baiey  15-1.  15-5.  IB-16. 15-10. 


RUGBY  UNION 


a'*1  UK 


A*es  Selection  (BA  Cricter  and  Rugby 
Ctub):  27:  v  Argerttna  A  iBA  Cnctot  and 
Rugby  Club):  31:  v  Argentina  (Ferrocarrl 
rvwrp  Buenos  Aires)  June:  3:  v  Cuyo 
(Mendoza);  7:  v  Argemna  (Ferrocarrit 
Oesrej 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 


ALLIANCE  CHAMPIONSHIP;  Hd  42  Old¬ 
ham  1ft  Salford  32  Featherstone  26. 
Caanetuid  30  Bradford  ID 
AUSTRALIAN  SUPER  LEAGUE:  New 
South  Wales  38  Queensland  10. 
AUSTRALIAN  LEAGUE  (ARU:  Western 
Suburbs  «  Neiwasite  Kraghte  8. 


SPEEDWAY 


SPEEDWAY  STAR  CUR  fcwMtti  41  Poole 
4a 

PREMIER  LEAGUE  CUP:  Stefleid  55 
Glasgow  35 


SHEFFIELD:  European  championship  Irt- 
ats:  Men:  200m  freestyle:  1,  P  Palmer 
(BaiMI  1mm  49  859ac;  2.  J  Salter  (Edin- 
txjighf  1^0.54:  a  A  Ctayion  (Leeds) 
1-60.76  100m  breastsboke;  1.  R  Maden 
I  Rochdale)  1 02-73:  2.  A  Ayres  (Swansea) 
103  38,  3.  D  Mew  pste  ol  Wight)  1  04.11 
100m butterfly:  I.S Parry  (Uvopoofl 54.03: 
a  J  Hchnen  (Stockport)  54  46;  3.  M  Wei- 
kins  (Todaen)  55  97.  Women:  100m  free¬ 
style:  1.  S  Rofoh  (Newcastle)  56  24:  2.  K-- 
Ptctanng  (fosmeh)  56  71:  3.  C  Huddart 
(Leeds)  5681  200m  breaststroke:  1.  J 
King  (Beth)  233.69'  2.  L  hkndmarsh  (Lee¬ 
ds!  2-35  S3:  3.  H  Earp  (NewotslIeHjnda- 
Lyme)  236  19.  400m  metfley:  1,  S  Nettott 
(Partsmoulh)  43423;  2,  J  Swdlow  (KUteiwfv 
ates)  4  5403.  a  R  Comer  (Wigan)  438  45 


TENNIS 


Ardens  (Ger)  4-6.  7-ft  6-3:  S  Lareau  (Can) 
bi  D  Vacok  (C2)  8-1. 7-6;  B  MaePrue  (US)  bt 
M  Rossef  (Swrt2)  7-6.  6-2  Quarter-finals: 
Johansson  tt  Glrwfciob  £r4, 64;  Rarter  W 
T  Woocbridge  (Aus)  6-3.  6-1.  Chang  bt  D 
Primal  (t3ert  6-1.  7-6:  MacPhte  bf  Lareau 
6-3,  6-3. 

ESTORIL:  Men’s  tournament  Quarter¬ 
finals:  J  Sanchez  {Sp»  bt  G  SchaBer 
(AusJria)  60.  4-1  rat  A  Catena  (Sp)  fcl  F 
Santoro  (Ft)  63.  4-0.  F  Oaval  ^))  bt  C 
Moy6  (Sp)  6-1.  6-3:  F  ManUte  (Sol  W  A 
Berasategut  (Sp)  6-4.  6-1 


mm 

SB 


THE  TIMES 


RACING 

Commentary 

Call  0891  500 123 

Result* 

Call  0891 100  123 


FOOTBALL 


Report*  and  score*  from  ihe 
FA  Cop  and 

FA  Carling  Premiership 

Call  0839  555  562 

Reports  and  scores  from 
the  Nationwide  League 

Call  0839  555  512 


PROFESSIONAL  TIGER 


TIGER’S  PROFESSIONAL 


Playing  Auguria  for  Ihe  first  time  as  a  Pro,  Tiger  is  ploying  ihe  same  ball  he  played  as  or,  amateur.  The  Tiileist  Profession  aJ  JZi&iLtf: 
4ad  he's  not  olone  in  choosing  the  No.l  bal!  in  golf.  Wore  of  the  Wasters  field  is  playing  Tifleist  tnan  all  the  rest  put  Together.  .v:  t-.-i: -<i  i. 


ATHLETICS  47 


McColgan  to  be  put 
through  her  paces 
in  London  Marathon 


SPORT 


SATURDAY  APRIL  12 1997 


Chelsea  confidence  a  credit 


to  Gullit’s  press-gang  tactics 


By  Oliver  Holt,  football  correspondent 


HIS  playing  days  are  almost 
over  but  Ruud  Gullit,  the 
Chelsea  manager,  showed 
yesterday  that  his  ability  to 
turn  football  into  performance 
art  has  not  deserted  him.  For 
those  who  thought  a  kind  of 
anarchy  was  settling  over 
Stamford  Bridge  in  the  run-up 
to  the  FA  Cup  semi-final 
against  Wimbledon  at  High¬ 
bury  tomorrow,  the  Chelsea 
coach  had  all  the  answers. 
Never  has  “crisis,  what  cri¬ 
sis?”  been  paraphrased  so 
elegantly  and  so  bewitchingly. 

Some  had  gone  to  Gumps 
press  conference  in  west 
London  at  lunchtime  yester¬ 
day  to  bury  him,  not  to  praise 
him,  to  hear  him  try  to  explain 
away  the  outburst  this  week 
from  Gianluca  Vialli,  his  Ital¬ 
ian  striker,  about  how  Gullit 
had  “humiliated”  him,  and  to 
delve  deeper  into  the  rumours 
of  a  dressing-room  screaming 
match  between  groups  of  play¬ 
ers  in  the  wake  of  Chelsea's 
third  successive  defeat,  at  Cov¬ 
entry  City  on  Wednesday. 

For  the  first  time  since  he 
arrived  in  England  to  be 
hailed  as  file  kind  of  renais¬ 
sance  football  player  the  do¬ 
mestic  game  had  been 
searching  for.  to  be  acclaimed 
not  just  as  a  great  talent  but  a 


FA 

CUP 


Face  of  football  — 

Dyehc’s  big  day _ 

Premiership  guide . 


great  thinker  and  an  articulate 
commentator.  Gullit  appeared 
to  be  on  the  brink  of  suffering 
his  first  bout  of  sustained, 
criticism.  People  were  even 
saying  that  he  had  grown 
jealous  because  Vialli  mer¬ 
chandise  was  outselling  his 
own  in  the  dub  shop. 

Gullit  admined  that  he  had 
orchestrated  it  all.  He  was 
blatant  about  it  He  said  he 
had  used  the  press  just  as  the 
press  had  used  him.  As  he 
laughingly  thanked  every¬ 
body  for  their  co-operation  in 
his  psychological  games,  he 
got  some  laughs,  too,  from  a 
room  foil  of  people  not  accus¬ 
tomed  to  doing  managers 
favours. 

His  swingeing  attack  on  the 
players  after  the  3-0  loss  to 
Arsenal  last  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  was  a  ploy,  according  to 
Gullit,  something  he  had 
picked  up  in  his  days  at  AC 
Milan  and  playing  for  the 
Dutch  national  team.  Con¬ 
frontation.  he  had  learnt 
could  hurt  a  player's  pride  and 
elicit  a  reaction  from  him  on 
the  playing  field  that  would 
not  otherwise  have  been 
forthcoming. 

Far  from  going  into  the 
semi-final  in  disarray.  Gullit 


said,  Chelsea  were  now  raring 
to  go.  The  matter  with  Vialli 
was  settled,  too.  They  had  had 
a  ten-minute  chat  after  the 
Italian's  comments  and  all 
their  problems  had  been  re¬ 
solved.  Vialli  loved  it  at  Chel¬ 
sea,  he  added,  and  was  keen  to 
see  out  his  contract  Things,  in 
fact,  could  not  be  better. 

“I  think  the  arguing  be¬ 
tween  the  players  was  a  very 
good  sign,  actually.”  Gullit 
said.  “1  have  grown  used  to 
that  son  of  thing  in  Holland. 
Sometimes  you  try  to  get  a 
confrontation,  you  try  to  get 
something  out  of  the  players. 
When  Vialli  came  on  as  substi¬ 
tute  against  Coventry  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  he  was  different,  he 
gave  us  a  lot  of  spirit  and  I  was 
really  pleased  with  him. 

“It  happened  with  Dennis 
Wise,  too,  at  the  beginning 
when  1  took  over.  It  is  incredi- 1 
ble  how  well  he  is  playing  this 
year.  Some  players  will  not 
respond  to  the  confrontation, 
others  will  not.  I  have  never 
seen  Dennis  playing  so  con¬ 
sistently  and  off  file  pitch,  too, 
he  is  a  different  person. 

“This  mentality  of  respond¬ 
ing  to  confrontation  happened 
tome,  too.  when  I  was  m  Italy. 
Sometimes,  there  were  writers 
who  said  ‘Gullit  is  not  what  he 
used  to  be’,  so  when  I  went  on 
file  pitch  1  made  sure  I  per¬ 
formed  so  nobody  would  say 
that  was  true.  Then,  after  a 
while,  they  were  saying  “Gullit 
has  knees  of  glass,  he  cannot 
play  for  more  than  two  or 
three  games  at  a  time',  so  I 
went  to  Sampdoria  and  played 
week  in,  week  out,  and  noth¬ 
ing  happened. 

“Perhaps  this  method  has 
something  to  do  with  the 
Dutch  mentality.  When  Hol¬ 
land  were  playing,  there  was 
always  something  happening 
in  the  Dutch  camp.  We 
searched  for  file  confrontation 
to  get  players  reacting  and  the 
good  players  got  angry,  their 
pride  was  hurt  and  they 
wanted  to  show  everything 
they  had.  This  is  what  has 
happened  here,  now.  I  did  it 
all  file  time  in  the  national 
team  and  Cruyff  did  it  in  his 
day  too. 

“I  wanted  Vialli  to  be  hurt 
by  what  happened.  He  is  OK 
now.  We  had  a  talk  with  each 
other  and  he  said  exactly  what 
I  wanted  to  hear.  Of  course,  if 
he  is  not  playing  he  is  not 
going  to  be  happy,  but  at  least 
he  knows  exactly  what  I  want 
(  have  already  seen  filings  in 
him  since  our  discussion  that 
have  pleased  me  as  a  coach. 
Sometimes  you  get  compli¬ 
ments  from  the  press  and 
sometimes  you  get  spanked 
but  it  is  alt  part  of  the 
business." 

Gullit,  though,  has  held 
back  from  taking  the  credit  for 
the  transformation  that  he  is 
confident  his  team  will  show 
tomorrow  afternoon.  Much  of 
the  magic  of  the  FA  Cup  has 
usually  dissolved  by  this  stage 
of  the  competition  but  the 
Dutchman  said  that  he  was 
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Gullit  thanks  Chelsea's  critics  in  tire  media  for  inspiring  his  team  during  his  bewitching  performance  yesterday 


astonished  at  the  change  the 
imminence  of  the  match  had 
wroughr  in  his  players. 

“I  saw  a  different  team  in 
training  today,”  he  said.  The 
change  in  than  was  incredi¬ 
ble.  In  the  last  couple  of  weeks 
we  were  not  tuned  in  enough 
because  we  were  so  focused  on 
this  game. 

“The  kind  of  attitude  they 


had  this  morning  has  not  been 
there  for  a  long  time.  Thai  is 
what  I  want  for  every  game 
but  maybe  I  demand  too 
much.  When  I  came  here, 
because  I  wasnl  bom  in 
England,  I  couldn’t  under¬ 
stand  the  obsession  with  the 
FA  Cup,  but  gradually  I  am 
beginning  to  understand.” 

Chelsea  go  into  the  match 


againsr  a  Wimbledon  team 
whose  Premiership  form  has 
also  dipped  dramatically, 
with  injuiy  worries  over  Mark 
Hughes,  who  has  a  groin 
strain.  Andy  Myers  and  Eddie 
Newton.  Newton,  in  particu¬ 
lar.  has  his  own  ideas  about 
who  the  public  would  like  to 
see  in  the  final. 

“Chesterfield  have  done 


very  well  to  get  to  the  other 
semi-final  against  Middles¬ 
brough"  he  said,  “but  1  think 
the  neutrals  would  rather 
there  was  a  higher  standard  at 
Wembley.  Chelsea  against 
Middlesbrough  or  Wimble¬ 
don- Middlesbrough  would  be 
better.  But  1  have  to  admit.  I 
wouldn't  say  no  to  Chelsea- 
Chester  field.’ 


ON  MONDAY 


Scotland’s  cricketers  reach  new  heights 


By  Marcus  Williams 


Play  Interactive  Team 
Cricket  and  win  a 
£10,000  first  prize  plus 
Test  match  tickets. 


SCOTTISH  cricket  is  celebrating  the 
most  momentous  event  in  its  history 
after  the  national  team  qualified  for 
the  World  Cup  at  the  first  attempt  by 
defeating  Ireland  mi  a  faster  scoring 
rale  m  the  ram-interrupted  ICC  Tro¬ 
phy  third-place  match  in  Malaysia 
yesterday. 

However,  before  we  are  carried 
away  with  images  of  tartan  armies 
marching  on  Lord's  in  the  summer  of 
1999.  it  has  to  be  pointed  out  that 
opponents  for  Scotland's  happy,  but 
largely  weekend,  band  of  cricketers  in 
the  group  stage  will  include  Australia, 
West  Indies  and  Pakistan  —  and  they 
are  unlikely  to  bat  with  the  abandon 


that  caused  the  Ireland  coach,  Mike 
Hendrick,  to  call  his  men's  perfor¬ 
mance  “disgraceful". 

While  the  team,  captained  by 
George  Saimond.  a  teacher  at  George 
Watson's  COUege.  celebrated  in  Kuala 
Lumpur,  there  was  also  a  warm  glow 
around  the  Scottish  Cricket  Union's 
headquarters  in  Edinburgh. 

"We  have  been  inundated  with  calls 
and  faxes  from  people  congratulating 
us,”  Alex  Ritchie,  the  general  manag¬ 
er,  said.  "It  wfll  be  absolutely  marvri- 
tous  for  Scottish  cricket/1  The  players' 
many  hours  in  a  Strathdyde  heat . 
chamber  to  prepare  for  the  humidity 
were  dearly  well  spent 

Election  campaigners  may  be  debat¬ 
ing  political  independence  for  Scot¬ 


land.  but  cricketing  autonomy  was 
achieved  in  1994  in  the  restructuring  of 
the  game  in  the  British  Isles.  This, 
together  with  qualification  for  the 
World  Cup,  will  bring  a  welcome 
injection  of  finance  from  the  Interna¬ 
tiona]  Cricket  Council's  development 
fund  and  renewed  interest  from 
sponsors.  The  players  had  to  pay  their 
own  way  to  Malaysia. 

Cricket  has  been  played  in  Scotland 
for  more  than  250  years,  but,  although 
a  Lanarkshire  man,  Mike  Dcnness, 
led  England  in  the  Seventies,  on  the 
scale  of  Scottish  sporting  interest 
cricket  figures  below  football  and  golf. 

They  did  beat  the  Australian.1;  fay  45 
runs  in  1882  and,  more  recently,  have 
recorded  two  narrow  victories  over 


English  counties  in  the  Benson  and 
Hedges  Cup  (Lancashire  by  three  runs 
in  1986  and  Northamptonshire  by  two 
runs  in  1990),  and  Freuchie.  from  Fife, 
won  the  national  village  champion¬ 
ship  in  1985. 

The  ICC  Trophy  final  will  be 
contested  by  Kenya  and  Bangladesh 
today.  Both  are  assured  of  qualifying 
for  the  World  Cup,  but  national,  pride 
is  at  stake.  After  one  death  and 
hundreds  of  injuries  in  Bangladesh 
during  celebrations  of  their  semi-final 
victory,  police  have  tightened  security. 
Princes  Street  however,  was  reported 
quiet  last  night 


Scoreboard,  page  51 
Obituaries,  page  25 


20  trains  a  day. 
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Hill  learning 
to  steer  a 
quiet  course 


Unlucky  13th 
puts  paid  to 
Faldo’s  dream 
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ROBIN  MAYES 


From  John  Hopkins 

GOLF  CORRESPONDENT,  IN  AUGUSTA 


•NICK  FALDO'S  grip  on  the 
Masters  title  that  he  won  so 
thriilingly  last  year  ended  on 
the  13th  hole  of  hi s  second 
round  yesterday. 

Faldo,  who  began  eight 
strokes  behind  John  Huston, 
had  a  shocking  start  ami 
squandered  four  strokes  in  his 
first 'three  holes.  On  the  13th. 
however,  which  he  had  played 
so  beautifully  in  the  fourth 
roundilast  year  —  when  he  hit 
a  two-iron  that  he  described  as 
one  of  the  best  strokes  of  his 
life  —  fie  ran  up  a  nine,  four 
over  par.* 

This  meant  that  he  was  13 
over  par  for  31  holes,  and  was 
certain  to  fail  to  advance  to  the 
last  two  rounds  for  the  first 
time  since1  he  first  played  at 
Augusta  in  1979. 

In  missing  the  cur,  Faldo 
was  joined  by  the  man  he  had 
beaten  so  memorably  last 
year.  Greg  Norman  could  do 
no  better  than  a  74  for  a  36- 
hole  total  of  seven  over  par. 
Norman’s  woes  were  best 
demonstrated  on  the  15th, 
where  he  hit  a  ball  into  the 
water  for  the  second  suc¬ 
cessive  day.  and  the  I6th, 
where  he  again  three-putted. 

At  the  1st,  Faido  hit  his 
second  shot  aver  the  green  and 
chipped  back  to  ten  feet  He 
took  three  putts  to  hole  out 
Further  strokes  were  wasted 
on  the  2nd,  3rd  and  7th.  It 
must  have  felt  as  if  he  was 
reliving  the  nightmare  of  the 
first  round,  when  he'  three- 
putted  five  of  his  first  nine 
holes  before  wrestling  his  play 
bade  under  some  kind  of 
control  to  finish  with  a  75. 
three  over  par. 

Putting  was  dominating  the 
minds  of  all  the  players  on  the 
second  day  of  die  61st  Mas¬ 
ters.  After  the  difficulties  of  the 
first  round,  when  a  wind 
made  foe  positioning  of  the 
flags  so  contentious,  there  had  \ 
been  a  softening  of  attitude  by 
dub  officials.  The  flags  were 
more  sympathetically  posi¬ 
tioned,  the  wind  had  dropped 
and  the  greens  had  been 
lightly  watered  to  slow  them 
down  and  make  them  a  little 
less  firm. 

Consequently,  the  scoring 
was  much  lower.  The  outward 
nine,  which  the  field  had 
played  in  an  average  of  nearly 
39  strokes  on  Thursday,  was 
merely  difficult  yesterday. 
Among  those  who  broke  par 
oyer  its  3,465  yards  were  Tom 
Kite,  Scott  McCanron  and 
John  Morse,  who  were  all  out 
in  35.  Warren  Bladon.  the 
Amateur  champion,  was  out 
in  36. 

Bladon  has  been  one  of  the 
surprises  so  far.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  squandering  three 
strokes  on  the  17th  and  18th  on 
Thursday,  his  36-hole  total  of 
seven  over  par  would  have 
been  much  better.  As  it  was.  a 
72  in  his  second  round 
equalled  the  best  score  here  by 
a  British  amateur  and  kept 
him  in  with  a  faint  chance  of 
becoming  the  first  amateur 
from  Britain  to  reach  the  last 


two  rounds  since  Piter 
McEvqy  in  the  late  Seventies. 

Bladon  wore  sunglasses  for  - 
both  rounds  and  was  rarely 
without  a  smile.  He  was 
doing  what  everyone  had  told, 
him  to  do,  namely  to  enjoy 
himself  and  make  die  most  of 
what  would  almost  certainly 
be  a  unique  experience. 

“I  was  worried  that  I  would 
make  a  fool  of  myself  with  a 
couple  of  bad  scores."  he  said. 
“I  have  played  two  relaxing 
rounds,  with  Arnold  Palmer 
and  Ray  Floyd.  I  played  with 
Steve  Jones  [the  US  Open 
champion]  and  Jack  Nicklaus 
in  practice.  It  is  nice  here.”  he 
added,  with  a  touch  of  British 
understatement 

[an  Woosnam,  who  had 
struck  the  ball  so  accurately 
on  Thursday  that  he  reached 
16  greens  in  regulation  fig¬ 
ures,  continued  to  hit  the  ball 
accurately.  “I  played  really, . 
really  well,"  he  said  after  a  68 
that  took  him  to  one  over  par 
for  36  holes.  The  course  was 
easier  today,  much  fairer." 

There  was  little  respite  for 
Severiano  Ballesteros.  A  74 
concealed  some  remarkably 
bod  strokes  and.  at  II  over  par, 
he  missed  the  cut  for  the  first 


I  fea 


Ballesteros:  missed  cul 


time  since  1984.  “I  had  four 
bad  holes  yesterday  and  today 
nothing  happened,"  Balles¬ 
teros  said.  “It  is  what  has  been 
happening  to  me  all  year."  . 

•  He,  though,  was  21  strokes 
better  than  Arnpld  Palmer, 
who  must  now  be  oonsidering 
his  future  at  this  event  He  is 
not  perceived  in  the  same 
affectionate  way  as  are  his 
contemporaries,  such  as  Gay 
Brewer  and  Billy  Casper,  who  ^ 
are  both  65.  To  players  and 
spectators  alike.  Palmer  is  not 
a  67-year-old  man  who  once 
won  the  Masters.  To  them  he 
remains  the  Tiger  Woods  of  40 
years  ago,  the  man  who 
popularised  golf. 

Palmer  was  applauded  ev¬ 
ery  step  of  his  second  round 
and.  as  a  mark  of  respect,  his 
score  was  not  put  up  on  the 
scoreboard  by  foe  side  of  the 
18th  green.  Just  as  well.  At  that 

moment  he  was  31  over  par  for 
35  holes  and  he  dropped 
another  shot.  No  one  among 
the  crowds  that  come  year 
after  year  wants  to  see  him 
struggle.  He  looked  desperate¬ 
ly  tiro!  at  the  end  of  both  his 
rounds  and  every  footstep 
seemed  to  be  an  effort. 
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LAnted  States  untoss  stated 
EARLY  SECOND-ROUND  SCO¬ 
RES;  148;  L  Mize  79,  69  151:  *  W 
Bfadon  (GB)  79,  72  153:  MMcNufty 
(Z>m)  81.  72.  154:  R  Floyd  79.  75 
155:  S  Ballesteros  (Sp)  Bt.  74. 156: 
M  Bradley  79,  77. 158:  T  Boros  79. 
79;  *T  Hogartti  80,  78.  159:  R 
Allenby  (Aik)  82.  77.  160:  C  Coody 
83,  77;  S  Jones  82. 78:  B  Casper  83. 
77.  161:  K  Green  87,  74.  162:  L 
Roberts  85.  77.  163:  G  Brewer  84. 
79;  *J  MUter  82,  81.176:  A  Palmer 
89.07  179:  D  Ford  85. 94 


FULL  FIRST-ROUND  SCORES:  67: 
J  Huston.  68:  P  Stankwcta.  69:  P 
Azinger  7th  T  Woods.  71:  C  Rocca 
(It),  JM  Ofazabal  (Sp).  N  Price  0m). 
72:  L  JanTen.  S  Appleby  (Aus).  C 
Montgomerie  (GB),  D  Berganto.  D 
Lowe  HI,  F  Couples.  T  Tote.  P-U 
Johansson  (Swwe).  B  Langer  (Get).  W 

Wood.  73:  C  Rose,  J  Pamevik  (Swe), 
A  Lyle  (GB),  K  Perty.  T  Lehman.  E 


Els  (SA).  F  Funk  74:  D  Foreman.  J 
Stoman.  D  Waldorf,  D  Hart.  D  Fast 
(SA).  J  Furyk  M  CakaweccHa  M 
Ozaki  (Japan).  75:  S  Of*.'  *} 
Torrance  (GB),  F  ZoeDer,  C  Pswft  V 
Singh  (Fiji).  B  Crenshaw.  T  Watson, 
N  Faldo  (GB),  M  O'Meara  76:  J 
Leonard.  F  Nobflo  (NZ).  S  EMngton 
(Aus).  P  Miekelson.  G  Player  (SAL- 
77:  J  Cook,  L  Westwood  (GB).  T 
Aaron,  S  McCarron,  D  Ogrin,  M 
Brooks.  J  Magqert,  J  Morse.  C 
Starter,  T  Kite.  B  Faxwi.  Y  Kaneto 
(Japan),  G  Norman  (Alb).  J 

NfcWaus,  S  Strieker.  I  Woos earn 
(GB).  78:  D  AWabrmg.  E  Fiori,  "  S 
Sam.  R  Twsy,  D  DuvaL  79:  S  Haft 
Mite.  Bradley,  Floyd.  Bladon.  Boros 
80:  Hogarth.  81:  .  McNulty. 
Ballesteros  82:  *J  Miller,  Jow*. 
ABenby..  83:  Coody.  Casper.  8* 
Brewer  8£  Ford,  Roberts  87; 
Green.  89:  Palmer. 
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Eurostar  runs  from  Waterloo  and  Ashford.  Kent  to  central  Paris  or  Brussels 
20  times  every  day.  So  there's  bound  to  be  one  to  suit  your  schedule. 


0345  303030 

or  see  on  appointed  travel 
agent  or  railway  station. 
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From  frantic 
Florence 
to  laid-back 
Naples 
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Peter  Barnard  on  why  teaching  philosophy  to  children  could  change  all  our  lives  for  good 


DCS  JBtfSOWROON  MUSEUM 


“Children  are  encouraged  to  articulate  ideas  they  didn't  know  they  had,  and  weren't  credited  with  having."  says  Clare  Cassidy,  who  teaches  philosophical  inquiry  (PI).  “They  sit  there  looking  like  miniatures  of  Rodin’s  The  Thinker " 

Little  people,  big  ideas 


Every  parent  has  a 
misty-eyed  tale  of  the’ 
day  Alice  or  Thomas 
stopped  pulling  the 
wings  from  a  butterfly  or 
kicking  holes  in  the  greenhouse 
and  said  something,  well,  pro¬ 
found.  You  won’t  believe  what 
he/she  said  today!  But  you  will 
believe  it  because  there  is  no 
downward  age  limit  on  insight 
With  education  among  the 
top  four  issues  at  the  coming 
(Selection,  with  teachers  angered 
by  league  tables  that  seem  to 
treat  their  schools  like  football 
teams,  and  with  some  of  our 
children  portrayed  as  the  sul¬ 
len,  resentful  inhabitants  of  a 
scholastic  wasteland,  surely 
anyone  suggesting  that  we. 
should  teach  philosophy  m 
primary  schools  must  be  one 
textbook  short  of  the  lull  set 
Yet  this  is  exactly  what  is 
being  mooted,  though  1  say 
“exactly"  at  the  risk  of  inciting  a 
philosophical  argument.  The 
exact  suggestion  is  that  Thom- 
i  as  and  Alice  ought  to  be 
learning  philosophical  inquiry, 
>  or  PI.  And  the  most  enthusias¬ 
tic  advocates  of  this  radical 
move  believe  that  the  teaching 
of  PI  could  change  the  nation. 

1  empower  future  generations, 
turn  back  the  tide  of  federalist 


non-accountability.  But  before 
we  get  into  that,  we  must 
explain  the  presence  above  of 
Daniel,  in  the  company  of 
Sartre.  The  point  about  the 
quote  from  Daniel  is  that  it 
comes  not  from  some  preco¬ 
cious  dever-dogs,  but  from  an 
ordinary  Glasgow  boy  out  of  an 
ordinary  Glasgow  home,  a  lad 
from  a  disadvantaged  back¬ 
ground. 

And  the  point  about  the 
quote  from  Sartre  is  this:  at  the 
heart  of  PI  is  the  belief  that  by 
teaching  children  to  react  to 
situations  using  thoughts  and 
words,  they  will  be  much  less 
likely  to  react  using  that  stereo¬ 
typical  Glasgow  debating 
point  a  punch  up  the  throat 

Catherine  McCall,  director  of 
the  Centre  for  Philosophical 
Inquiry  at  Glasgow  University, 
is  the  leading  exponent  of  PI  in 
Britain.  She  will  speak  at  an 
international  conference  on 
philosqjriiy  in  schools  at  King's 
College,  London,  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  but  this  gather¬ 
ing  will  not  be  a  love-in  for 
proponents  of  PI.  because  there 
are  plenty  of  dissenters. 

This  dissent  need  not  how¬ 
ever.  detain  us  much.  Nobody 
in  the  argument  is  opposed  to 
children  expressing  profound 


feelings  and  beliefs.  Dr 
McCall's  opponents  are  mostly 
sceptical  about  whether  what 
she  is  encouraging  is  really 
philosophical  inquiry  or  wheth¬ 
er  h  is  merely  the  ability  to 
reason.  This  difference  may  be 
the  core  of  the  internal  debate, 
but  ..for  most  of  us  the  apple 
itself  is  a  lot  more  interesting. 

Dr  McCall  is  a  philosopher 
in  her  mid-40s  who  encoun¬ 
tered  philosophy  for  children 
when  she  worked  at  a  univer¬ 
sity  in  New  Jersey.  While  there, 
in  1984,  she  ran  graduate 
courses  in  philosophy  for  l 
ers.  Most  of  those  applj 
happened  to  be  teaching 
grade  (five-year-olds). 

She  was  fascinated  to  dis 
er  that  even  with  children*  of 
that  age  you  could  get  results. 
Dr  McCall  told  me  “It  works 
on  the  basis  of  a  proposition 
being  put  and  the  children 
reacting  with  statements  which 
begin  ‘I  agree  because’  or  ‘I 
disagree  because*.  It  worked 
brilliantly  right  from  the  start." 

Dr  McCall  returned  to  Scot¬ 
land  in  1990  and  applied  her 
American  experience  there.  She 
ran.  and  still  runs,  philosophy 
courses  for  teachers,  and  at 
present  there  are  about  35  post¬ 
grad  teachers  in  20  schools 


around  Scotland:  Glasgow.  Ed¬ 
inburgh,  Renfrewshire,  the 
Borders,  Inverness. 

Parts  of  die  philosophy  estab¬ 
lishment  regard  Dr  McCall  as 
a  maverick,  but  she  is  at  pains 
to  underline  a  degree  of  confor¬ 
mity:  “1  am  not  teaching  child¬ 
ren  philosphy.  1  am  getting 
them  to  philosophise.  It’s  oral, 
spoken,  not  written  and  read. 
Philosophy  is  full  of  jargon,  but 
this  isn't  We  are  drawing 
things  out  of  children,  not 
putting  things  into  them." 

Dr  McCall  insists  that 
these  discussions 
have  to  be  led  by 
people  trained  in 
philosophy,  so  getting  PI  on  to 
the  national  curriculum  would 
be  extremely  difficult  because 
of  the  number  of  teachers  who 
would  need  to  do  graduate 
courses  in  philosophy. 

PI  seems  to  be  easier  to 
accommodate  in  Scotland  than 
in  England  and  Wales  because 
the  Scottish  education  system  is 
more  flexible,  but  Dr  McCall 
believes  it  could  eventually 
work  anywhere  in  the  UK, 
provided  there  was  one  quali¬ 
fied  teacher  to  cover  about  four 
or  five  schools,  and  assuming 
some  time  could  be  found  in  the 


school  day.  There  axe  about  a 
dozen  schools  in  England,  and 
a  similar  number  in  Wales, 
that  have  used  PI. 

One  of  the  more  remarkable 
aspects  of  Dr  McCall’s  work  is 
that  much  of  her  focus  is  on 
“ordinary"  children.  Her  PI 
programme  is  not  a  middle- 
class  exercise  aimed  at  bright 
children  in  the  best  schools. 
She  has  encouraged  PI  among 
disadvantaged  children  from 
poor  backgrounds. 

How  does  a  PI  session  work? 
This  is  best  explained  by 
putting  the  quote  from  Daniel 
in  context.  Recently  Dr  McCall 
was  leading  (acting  as  the 
facilitator)  for  a  group  of  pri¬ 
mary  school  children.  She 
starts  by  reading  an  extract 
from  a  book,  usually,  though 
not  always,  one  of  the  books  she 
has  written  for  the  purpose. 

“In  this  particular  case,”  Dr 
McCall  says,  “the  subject  of 
magic  had  arisen.  A  girl  named 
Gemma  asked:  ‘How  can  a 
person  try  to  make  you  believe 
that  something  is  both  possible 
and  impossible  at  the  same 
time?*  That  was  when  Daniel 
said:  ‘Whether  you  believe 
something  is  possible  or  impos¬ 
sible  doesn’t  mean  it  is.  People 
used  to  believe  it  was  impossi¬ 


ble  to  go  into  Space.’  “Quite 
honestly,”  Dr  McCall  says,  “if 
you  got  that  from  philosophy 
students  at  university  you 
would  be  really  pleased." 

Clearly  these  children  do  not 
know  Russell  from  Sartre.  Des¬ 
cartes  from  Wittgenstein.  It  is 
likely  that  most  of  them  never 
will,  for  PI  does  not  presume  to 
be  a  practice  match  for  the  big ' 
game  called  Philosophy. 

So  what  is  PI  doing  for  these 
children?  “They  become  better 
listeners,"  Dr  McCall  says. 
“They  are  more  creative  and 
skilled  in  hypothetical  think¬ 
ing,  they  explore  and  under¬ 
stand  the  logical  consequences 
of  hypothesis.  These  changes 
have  effects  far  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  discussion, 
because  these  skills  help  them 
in  arts  and  sciences.  The  use  of 
structure  and  their  understand¬ 
ing  of  logic  helps  in  mathemat¬ 
ics,  for  example.” 

All  of  which  sounds  very 
useful  in  terms  of  producing 
children  who  are  better  educat¬ 
ed.  But  if  we  have  learnt  one 
thing  in  the  history  of  man¬ 
kind.  it  is  that  better  education 
does  not  automatically  produce 
a  better,  more  civilised  adult 
population. 

Does  PI  offer  some  hope?  “I 


think  it  does,”  Dr  McCall  says. 
“I  have  seen  cases,  among 
teenagers,  where  PI  has  had  a 
marked  effect  there  have  been 
amazing  gains.  We  have  seen 
diminished  aggression,  be¬ 
cause  these  young  people  have 
learnt  to  reason  with  each  other 
instead  of  becoming  violent.  In 
order  to  react  they  have  to 
listen. 

“Potentially.  I  can  see  enor¬ 
mous  benefits  to  society, 
though  some  of  the  effects  are 
completely  unpredictable.  If 
more  people  are  thinking  for 
themselves,  and  thinking  deep¬ 
ly,  they  would  be  able  to  make 
changes,  and  we  would  have  a 
more  civic  society.  PI  empow¬ 
ers  people  and  it  enables  them 
to  see  through  the  rhetoric  and 
the  promises  they  get  from 
officialdom.  Of  course,  such’ a 
development  would  remove 
power  from  the  centre.  If  people 
are  thinking  creatively,  who 
knows  what  they  might  come 
up  with?" 

Indeed.  Given  that  the  people 
who  run  our  lives  are  not 
famous  for  encouraging  us  to 
think,  a  flood  of  funding  for  PI 
seems  unlikely.  Dr  McCall 
went  to  Brussels  on  Easter 

Continued  on  page  2 
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To  Learn  About  Wine,  Read  The  Label. 


All  You  >J=“?  To  Know,  Part  One. 

In  the  April  issue  of  BBC  Good  Food 
magazine,  you’ll  find  the  start  of  our 
.new  wine  course.  We  begin  with  a  tour 
of  the  famous  wine  regions.  And  we 
introduce  you  to  the  basics  of  tasting. 


Paris  By  Eurostar:  l  Tickets  £99.  Good  Food:  Never  Go  Without  It. 

Explore  Paris  with  our  eight-page  guide  Every  month,  you  will  find  over  70 
to  the  best  food  in  the  dry.  It’s  the  first  delirious  recipes,  ideas,  tips,  features, 
in  our  new  series  on  food  capitals  of  -  offers,  competitions  and  so  much  more. 

the  world.  And  don’t  miss  our  special  - _ ,7-  _  . .  _  __ 

Eurostar-  offer.  '■  $. ftl i 
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shopping 


A  month  aqo  I  derated I  this 
column  to  the  virtues  of  my 
local  hardware  shop,  the 
one  whose  owner  sells  everything. 
My  girlfriend  went  into  the  shop 
shortly  after  the  column  was 
published.  She  wanted  some  nylon 
string.  Naturally,  the  hardware 
man  had  plenty  of  varieties  of 
nylon  string  to  choose  from,  and 
he  also  had  several  photocopies  of 
what  he  was  calling  “my  advertise¬ 
ment"  laid  out  on  his  counter.  It 
turns  out  he  does  not  sell 
evw^thing:  he  refused  to  allow  her 
to  pay  for  the  string. 

My  first  reaction  to  this  news 
was  to  indulge  in  a  long  and 
pleasant  corruption  fantasy.  I 
don’t  think  I’d  make  much  of 
sleazesten  my  fantasy  first  lin es 
tended  towards  the  parochial  and 
the  small-time.  The  salad  rolls  in 


Percy  Ingle  are  exceptionally  good 
at  the  moment..' *,  “l  see  that 
Broadway  Wines  has  draught 
■Guinness  in  cans. .  ."or. “My.  my, 

I  do  admire  the  service  at  White¬ 
chapel  Sainsburys  these  days". 

It  is  not  that  I  can  lay  claim  to 
any  Martin  Bell-esque  standards 
of  personal  probity.  I  think  my 
fantasies  were  so  dismally  limited 
because  the  freebie  is  such  a  small 
and  fuzzy  concept  in  the  British 
shopping  consciousness.  Shop¬ 
keepers  here  hardly  ever  round 
down  bills,  offer  samples  or  other¬ 
wise  give  their  goods  away.  Or 
hardly  ever  to  me.  Restaurateurs 
do,  occasionally — although  I  once 
worked  out  in  an  idle  moment  that 
I  had  spent  £3,000  aver  three  years 
in  one  restaurant  and  in  that 
whole  time  only  ever  received  a 
(smallish)  cognac  by  way  of  a 


SERIOUS  SHOPPING 


FREEBIES 


Clearly 
me  for 


complimentary  gesture, 
that  restaurateur  hated 
some  reason. 

In  France,  shopkeepers  are  al¬ 
ways  giving  things  away,  or  so  I 
am  lei  to  believe.  I  have  never 
been  given  anything  for  nothing 
by  a  French  shopkeeper,  but  I  have 
seen  it  done  on  the  television.  One 
of  the  staples  of  those  adverts 
attempting  to  sell  produtfs  by 
associating  them  with  a  swinging, 
continental  lifestyle  is  the  scene  in 
which  a  good-looking  person  rush¬ 
es  around  a  colourful  market 
simply  lifting  fruit  off  a  stall  and 
running  away  without  paying.  The 
stallholder  invariably  responds  to 
this  loss  of  income  with  a  Gallic 


ROBERT  CRAMPTON 

shrug  and  a  cheery  wave.  There  is 
no  doubt  some  sort  of  lost  rural- 
idyll  fantasy  being  played  to  here, 
a  fantasy  shared  by  many  British 
people.  None  the  less,  to  set  such  a' 


scene  in  the  average  British  mar¬ 
ket  would  be  impossible  -  it  me 
Nicole-equivalent  ran  around 

stealing  their  apples,  the  traders 
would  be  bashing  in  the  wind¬ 
screen  of  her  Renault  Clio. 

In  Britain,  the  freebie  tradition¬ 
ally  extends  as  far  as  a  squirt  of 

perfume  you  do  not  want  and  do 
not  like  from  a  woman  in  danger 
of  collapsing  under  the  weight  of 
her  own  fbundanon.  ^ou  do. 
occasionally,  get  offered  grans 
lumps  of  cheese  in  very  progres¬ 
sive  delicatessens,  and  once  I  was 
invited  to  try  a  liqueur  as  part  ot 
some  doomed  experiment  in  a  new 
off-licence  with  an  optimistic  view 
oF  human  nature  and  an  inade¬ 


quate  understanding  of  the  bans 

ing  law.  I  cannot  recall  ^erbemg 

offered  anything  else.  I  dcml \Vn 
why.  Something  to  do 
Enclosure  Acts,  early 
ation.  populanon  density  and 

SantE  I  mi*'- <*« 
just  be  that  shopkeepers  here 
recognise  that  we  are  uncomfort¬ 
able  with  the  idea  of  being  given 
things.  Or  maybe  they  are  mean‘ 

Whatever  the  average  Brit¬ 
ish  shopper  reacts  to  a 

tray  of  trial  cocktail  sau¬ 
sages  or  a  free  sweetie  as 
being  asked  to  take  poison.  The 
thought  process  usually  goes, 
“How  many  people  are  looking  at 
meT  followed  by.  -Wliat’sihc 
catch?"  followed  tv-  “No. 
not  I  pay  me  way,  me".  Men  are 
more  cautious  than  women.  I 


think.  Getting  a  man  to  accept  a 
freebie  is  like  getting  him  to  accent 
a  compliment  -ni^hon  impossi¬ 
ble.  The  opportunities  for  practice 
are  rare,  but  I  am  doing  my  best  to 
make  it  easier.  A  while  ago  I  spent 
L\02lp  on  some  fruit  - 1  hke  taut 
-  and  die  man  said:  Call  it  a 
tenner.”  "No.  no,"  I  said,  scrab¬ 
bling  for  change.  "No,  really,"  he 
«aid  "Really?"  I  saJd.  already 

holding  out  the  27  penoe.  "YeahrJo 
on."  he“  said.  “You  sure."  laskal? 

“Yes,”  he  said,  exasperated.  Er, 
honestly?"  “Yes,  a  tennerll  do.  .he 
spat.  »  «  speaking  through  a 
mouthful  of  clementine  pips  (they 
»y  they’re  seedless,  but  theynever 
are)  With  a  furtive  look  around,  l 
slid  the  change  back  into  my. j 

pocket  Thank  you,"  I  said.  Yeah, 

right"  he  said. 

He  has  not  repeated  the  gesture. 


tap  room 

Stylish  taps  can  instantly  upgrade  the  look  of 
a  washed-out  bathroom  or  kitchen,  though 
ensure  the  design  is  compatible  with  the  type 
of  water  supply  and  existing  tap  holes. 

Whether  your  taste  is  for  period  detail  or 
ultra-modern  minimalism,  distinctive  taps 
are  worth  splashing  out  on,  says  Sudi  Pigott 


- -  .  .'71 

t  Bibcock  tap  suitable  for  kitchen . .  * ' 
Butlers'  sinks,  hot/cold/drinking .  .P 
water .  with  choice  of  cruciform  or.  _ 
lever-action  taps.  Sofid  brass  ■  . 

with  porcelain  fittings  in  non- 
tamish  brass,  nickel  or  chrome  .  -;-  . 
finishes.  El 99.75.  or  E21 1.50  for 
NTB  and  nickel,  from  Czech  & 

Speaks,  39  Jermyn  Street, 

London  SW1  (0171-439  0216).  . 

2  Swan-like  spout  and  stream¬ 
lined  hot/ccdd  levered. three-hole  * 
Afto  tap  in  chrome,  with  pop-up. 
waste,  £480.57 .  from  Max  Pike 
Bathrooms.  4  Eccteston  Street, 

SW1  (0171-730  7216). 

3  pacific  three-hole  chrome  taps, 
with  clear  blue  glass  levers  .’ 

£695.60.  from  Max  Pike 
Bathrooms,  as  above. 

4  Limited  edition  Gothic  taps. 

with  scull  and  crossbone  and  .  _ 
'red/blue  glass  eyes  for  thetath.  .  Vjp 
In  "inca  brass"  non -tarnish  gold  . 
alloy,  £338.48.  chrome/nickai,  .  - 

£289.71 .  from  Stephen  Bn  horn,  . 

210  Upper  Street,  N1  (0171-359  - 
4977). 

5  Edwardian-style  Bensham.wflh 
cross  heads,  ceramic  heat 
indicators,  three-hole  mixer  taps 
and  pop-up  waste.  £179  in  gold 

finish  from  Simply  Bathrooms  . 
(0181-773  5000). 

6  Sleek  chrome  basin  mixer  by  ..  . 

Philippe  Starck.  inspired  by 

traditional  farmhouse  stand 
pump,  £193  plus  VAT.  from 

Alternative  Plans.  9  Hester  Road.^ 
SW11  (0171 -22B  6460). 

7  Edwardian-style  solid  brass 
basin  taps,  with  extra-long  5in 
spout.  £263.38  in  chrome, 

£287.88  rrtckel/brass,  from 
Czech  &  Speake.  as  above. 

8  Classic  Sahara  taps  with  .. 
grooved,  dome  heads  and.  sleek 
central  spout.  Available  in  many 
finishes,  including  chrome  and 
antique  gold.  Three-hole  basin 
mixer  from  £133,  from  Mckon 
(0171-733  8011).  ^ 

9  Chunky  Balocchi  taps,  with 
resin  handles,  in  a  choice  of  13 
colours,  including  orange  and 
turquoise,  and  three  metal 
finishes.  Prices  from  £160.38  for 
a  three-hole  basin  mixer,  from 
Original  Bathrooms,  143-145 
Kew  Road,  Richmond,  Surrey, 

TW9  2PN  (0181-940  7554) 

10  Italian-made  Fantlni  chrome 

monobloc  tap,  with  jewel -tike 
coloured  glass,  wooden  or 
chrome  ball  decoration,  £175 
plus  VAT.  from  Alternative  Plans, 
as  above.  .  / 

11  Fashionably  minimalist  _ 
Copemico  mixer  taps  replaces 
standard  temperature  and  water- 
flow  lever  with  circular  handle. 
Chrome  monobloc  basin  mixer,  v, 
£259.08,  from  Original 
Bathrooms,  as  above. 
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GINKGO 

AVAILABLE 

Ginkgo  -  The  Facts 
Severed  componies  nwrdaim  to  offer  cut  price 

Ginkgo^r^kjwpctenc^paxJudSi«^««rtpoor 

value  for  money  ond  are  bound  to  cfiMjjpoint. 

GlnkgoconlmrBOctiwi  substances  aiw  you  wafld 

choose  only  ibosa  product!  which  can  guarantee  exactly 
hcywtnuehofth<H*aclivecBngjouiK»arapn»*fl*- 

A  Highly  Concentrated  Extract 

Natoro's  Best  Ginkgo  is  a  highly  concerfratad  product 
and  eochldbta.  Each  tablet  is  gwKOril^  J 
1 20mg  of  exfradensurirg  yon  recek*  28. 8mg  or 


Behaviour  has  improved  as  a  result  of  PI’ 


Bewore  of  die  ginkgo  products  on  A*  mo** 
consisting  only  of  dried  powdered  kcws^ich  represent 
very  poor  value  and  ore  possibly  ineffediw. 

Ginkgo  -  A  Popular  Choice 

Mffions  of  people  tivougho^Eon^tidtapr0^^* 

vessels  dialed,  ihercby  helping  to  maintain  a  heathy 
circulation. 

Order  Sow  and  Save  £5 

if  you  place  your  order  wtiwi  one  worth,,  SP*™’ 
inftoductoYoBer.youwSreceiwdOdayswppqr™ 

Bilobaftx  only  El  1-95,0  sowng  at 

£5  on  ournocmd  catalogue  seffing  price. 

OrYour  Money  Back 

Wh  ora  ahn  » sure  tiwt  you  will  be  p*«»®d  ^ 

Ginkgo  Biloba  that  we  on  happy  to  oBwa  no  quibble 
money  back  guarantee.  This  means  ihafl  you  cwi  buy 

w^cwfkfencoluxw^tiialtiwsisdwbesrvotue 

Gmkgo  on  the  mwtot  and  if>  ^ 

abs^iteV(Mghted  with  *»  product,  then wdl 

refund  your  money.  .  «' 
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ACCESS,  VBA,  SWITCH  AND 
DELIA.  CARD  HOLDERS 
8  -30am  -  6.00pm  Monday -  Friday 
and  8.30ora  - 12  noon  Saturday. 

Nature's  Best* 

The  UK's  largest  maS  order  supplier 
ofiwhitioadsupplemenls 
NotareV  Best  Heett  Products  lid, 

1  lxmbert'sSaadLlaiAridga^ Wdb,  K*frtTN2  3EQ 
Itegblmd  in  Eagfcffd  No.  151*391. 


To:  Ktann’sBe*;  Freepost. TUnbridf*  Weil,  Kent 
TNZ3BFL  (No  stomp  needed) 

Please  send  me  2  north's  supply  c! 

Hi*  . . 


£fl.95(pbs£l  Scr  postuixl  packaging) 
t  endow  a  dteque/PO  far  £12.95  made  pc; 
Nature'i  Besr  Heebh  Prtducfs  ltd  or  please  t 
Agass/VttoySwiteh/Dftio  , 

I  l  »  I  I  1  (  i  !  1  - 


ExpryCktt  _ £ 

■CanfitoUrt'i  SgneM* . 
NemeMr/Mn/Ms  ___ 
Address  ■■ 


SMjeh/Mo 
luaCart  _ 


.  fatada . 
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Continued  from  page  l 
Monday  in  search  of  ELI  fund¬ 
ing.  She  is  president  of  Sophia 
(Wisdom),  an  organisation 
whose  full  name  is  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Foundation  for  Doing 
Philosophy  with  Children. 

Sophia  was  siarted  in  1W1 
and  has  members  in  at  least  21 
countries,  including  France,  a 
country  steeped  in  philosophy; 
whereas  in  Britain,  of  course, 
the  best  known  French  philos¬ 
opher  is  Eric  Cantona. 

Dr  McCall  has  no  illusions: 
“You're  not  going  to  walk  into 
a  playground  and  find  child¬ 
ren  philosophising."  she  says. 
But  there  are  playgrounds 
where  behaviour  has  im¬ 
proved  as  a  result  of  PI. 

Clare  Cassidy,  aged  2b, 
teaches  at  St  Mungo's  Roman 
Catholic  Primary  School. 


which  is  “as  inner-city  as 
inner-city  Glasgow  amid  be". 
Miss  Cassidy  took  an  M.Ph  at 
Glasgow  under  Dr  McCall  to 
become  a  facilitator.  "The 
children  are  encouraged  to 
articulate  ideas  they  didn’t 
knuw  they  had  and  weren't 
credited  with  having."  she 
says.  They  all  sit  there  look¬ 
ing  serious,  like  miniatures  of 
Rodin's  The  Thinker.  You  can 
hear  a  pin  drop."  she  says. 

"PI  definitely  builds  confi¬ 
dence.  I  think  thafs  helped  by 
the  fact  that  what  the  children 
are  saying  isn’t  necessarily 
their  own  opininn.  it’s  a  point 
of  view,  so  they  have  a  kind  of 
anonymity.  And  the  facilitator 
has  to  learn  not  to  control. 
Though  you  have  to  keep  it 
philosophical  otherwise  it  just 
becomes  a  chat."  Miss  Cassidy 


says  that  she  is  usually  more 
confused  about  a  subject  ar  the 
end  of  a  session  than  when  it 
started,  "which  is  great, 
because  that  shakes  up  pre¬ 
conceptions.  It’s  impossible  to 
say  how  PI  affects  people  in 
the  longer  term,  but  I  think’it 
will  always  be  with  them,  even 
if  they  don’t  continue  it  in 
formal  groups". 

Miss  Cassidy  and  Dr  Mc¬ 
Call  find  excitement  in  the  way 
discussions  expand  and  go  off 
at  tangents.  Recently  Miss 
Cassidy  led  a  group  which 
began  with  the  issue  of  wheth¬ 
er  Space  dies,  and  moved  on  to 
what  happens  to  people  when 
they  die.  A  child  offered  the 
prosaic  "Body  into  coffin". 
Others  identified  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  body  and  spirit, 
which  led  to  an  attempt  to 


describe  the  spirit.  One  child 
concluded:  "The  spirit  is  the 
best  pan  or  you.  that  goes  on." 

Well,  that  sounds  philo¬ 
sophical  In  me.  Especially 
allnuinc  for  Dr  McCall's  ad¬ 
mission  that  "a  roomful  of 
philosphers  will  always  have 


an  argument  as  to  what 
philosophy  is". 

Children,  it  seems,  have  the 

wisdom  to  avoid  dial  issue.-  - 
•  Anyone  wishing  to  attend  next 
week's  conference  at  King's  .  . 

College.  London,  should  call 

OI7IS7.121U. 


SOMETHING  TO  THINK  ABOIT 


TEN  questions  devised  by  Dr  Catherine  McCaU  TP 
kickstart  philosophical  inquiry  sessions  with  children:- 

1  How  do  you  know  you  are  not  dreaming  at  the  mometfd ; 

2  Haw  can  you  know  whether  something  is  true  or  not 
true?  3  Is  there  a  last  number?  4  Is  it  right  to  eal  MumateT 
5  What’s  the  difference  between  pretending  ami  lying?  61s 
it  fair  to  lock  animals  in  cages?  7  Whafs  the  difference 
between  a  character  in  a  film  and  a  real  person?  8  Is  there 

a  difference  between  your  mind  and  your  brain?  9  Do  yon 
think  in  words?  10  What  is  Space? 


HERE’S  why  Mime  Scottish 
children  like  philosophising: 
"Because  there  .nr  interest¬ 
ing  detail*  to  think  about. 
For  example,  can  you  see  the 
wind?  And  there  are  wmc- 
wherrs  and  nowheres.”  — 
Nikki  Taylor,  ten. 

“It's  good  when  we  argue 
because  we  come  out  laugh¬ 
ing,"  —  Elaine  Green,  ten. 

"It  has  made  me  see  that 
there  are  many  answers  to 
the  one  question."  —  Sarah 
Paterson.  J3. 

“We  tan  spend  the  whole 
class  on  one  question,  going 
from  handicapped  people  to 
God  to  spirits  to  ghosts."  — 
Suzanne  Graham,  ten. 

“It  helps1  you  catch  un  quick¬ 
er  at  small  thoughts,  ot 
paragraphs  that  you  don't 
usually  find  interesting.'  — 
Anne-Marie  Thomson.  11 
"Philosophy  is  very  good 
because  you  use  the  other 
part  of  your  bran  you  don't 
use  while  you  a  redoing  your 
maths."  —  Paul  Affifc  ttn- 


)  PROGRAM  to  your  pet,  now.  YOU  <mnt  I0  be  date  to  your  pets.  But  why  wait  until  they  tare  Non  and  yon  may  have  to  use  a  wpw*1 
flea  control  that  leaves  a  residue  on  then  coat.  Prevention  ts  beW  than  eun?  and  with  Piogram.  just  one  dose,  once  *  month  ra  their  food  protects  ag»*n** 
flea  infestations.  Use  Program  before  fleas  appear  and  give  your  pets  the  extra  special  hug  they  deserve.  For  mote  '  ^  ' 

intonation  about  Program  see  your  vet  now  flt  call  our  Cardin*  number  Mon-Frt  pam-ftpm  on  0545  573912.  . 
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Cast  aside  those  chunky  sweaters  this  spring  and  lighten  upyour_ 
wardrobe  with  a  range  of  fine-gauge  knitwear,  says  Heath  Brown 


__  knitwear  and  it  con-  on  the  twinset.  or  more  modem  in  crop- 

X  chunkv  tops  or  singlets.  T-shirt  shapes  m  fine  knit 
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Ulac  round-neck  sleeveless  fine  kntt  top, 
£25,  Warehouse,  branches  nationwide 
(0171-278  3491).  Gold  damask  trousers, 

£65  selected  branches  of  Dorothy  PerWns 

(0171-291  2604) 


-\*V“ 


Pale  blue  fine  knit  sweater,  £104,  by 
Joteynian.  from  PeHteano,  63  South  Motton 
Street.  W1  (0171-629  2205).  Cream  zigzag 
knit  skirt.  £45.  Kookai.  branches  nationwide 
(0171-937  4411) 


Oranqe  knit  dress,  £182,  by  ArmandBasJ. 

12  RoraJ  Street.  WC2  (0174-278  4843). 
Suede  mutes.  £65.  Red  or  Dead.  1  Stoane 
Street.  SW1;  18  Bcjon  Court,  Devonshire 
Street.  Sheffield  (0114-273  7827) 


\ 


s. 


.  .  .  ■>  ■  ,.  i, .  Arf-aHe  \wi  (0171-493  9220).  White  flat-front  linen 

:r  Huck-«ig  ^  mu^s.  ^.99.  Fa,:^  na,io^  (OSOC  _ 

-»■  trousers,  toa,  •  _ ^ 


THREE 
OF  A  KIND 


THIS  season  sees  belts  and 
buckles  going  wider  and  | 
bolder.  Forget  thin,  delicate 
straps  and  the  fine  chain 
designs  —  bigger  is  better.  H-B. 

Red  leather  mock  snake  belt.  £75. 
Mulberry.  41-42  New  Bond  Street,  W1 
(0171-491  3900) 

Wide  leather  belt  with  square  buckle, 
£49.95,  Harrods  leather  room. 

Knights  bridge,  SW1  (0171-730 1234) 

Cream-coloured  fine  mock  croc  aval 
buckle  belt.  £61 .  Otto  Glanz.  Harrods. 
Knightsbridge,  SW1  (0181-3651711) 

Photographs  by  Richard  Bums.  Styling 
by  Amandlp  Uppal.  Hair  and  make-up  by 
Sarah  Gcttsehack  using  Glauca  Rossi 
Products  (mail  order.  0171-289  7485) 
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Borde  HQ1  (lefty  provides  a  history  of  plant  introductions,  while  Greenfield  Lodge  (right)  is  a  well-established  woodland  garden 

Splash  of  spring  colour 


■  Borde  HilL  Haywards  Heath, 
West  Sussex  (01444  450326) 

1.5  miles  north  of  Haywards 
Heath.  Open  daily.  lOam-dpm. 
£2.50,  children  El 

Borde  Hill  is  a  good  example  of 
how  the  evolution  of  great  gardens 
is  cydical.  The  famous  plant  collec¬ 
tion.  at  the  garden  was  first  estab¬ 
lished  during  the  1890s  by  Colonel 
Stephenson  Clarke  from  the  fruits 
of  plant-hunting  trips  to  the  Hima¬ 
layas  and  subsequent  plant  breed¬ 
ing,  yielding  such  items  as  the  most 
famous  of  all  camellias,  'Donation', 
which  the  colonel  raised. 

Now  the  garden  is  undergoing  a 
renaissance,  with  new  flower  gar¬ 
dens  that  peak  in  the  summer  — 
such  as  the  rose,  herbaceous  and 
kitchen  gardens  that  have  been 
created  during  the  last  two  years  — 
following  on  from  the  spring  and 
early  summer  feast  of  the  “woody” 
plants  for  which  Borde  Hill  has 
been  so  long  renowned. 

Sited  on  the  rolling,  slightly 
sandy  Sussex  terrain  so  ideally 
suited  to  the  magnolias,  camellias, 
rhododendrons  and  ornamental 
trees  that  were  planted  with  dis¬ 
cernment  during  the  first  half  of 
this  century.  Borde  Hill  at  this  time 
of  year  provides  an  education  into 


OPEN  THIS  WEEKEND 


the  history  of  plant  introductions — 
as  well  as  a  visual  fast 

■  Hugbendeo.  Manor,  High 
Wycombe,  Buckinghamshire 
(01494532580) 

Off A4128,  U  miles  north  of  High 
Wycombe.  Open  Wed  to  Sun 
until  Oct  12,  noon  to  5pm.  El. 
children  50p 

The  Tory  Prime  Minister.  Benja¬ 
min  Disraeli,  who  lived  at 
Hugh  end  en  and  to  whom  the  place 
is  now  a  shrine,  was  a  trees  man. 
His  wife,  Mary-Anne,  was  a  repre¬ 
sentative  lover  of  colourful  Victori¬ 
an  flower  gardens:  brilliant  colour 
schemes  of  annuals  from  June  until 
the  autumn. 

Today,  the  garden  and  surround¬ 
ing  woodlands,  as  restored  -and 
cared  for  by  the  National  Trust 
remain  faithful  to  both  but  at  this 
time  of  year  it  is  the  woodland  and 
trees  that  the  visitor  will  principally 
enjoy. 

The  Chiltem  beeches  that  form 
the  backcloth  to  other  planting  are 
just  beginning  to  burst  into  lea? and 
offset  the  array  of  fine  Victorian 
evergreens,  such  as  cedars  and 


spruces,  that  combine  with  the 
house's  Gothic  architecture  to  pic¬ 
turesque  effect  You  can  imagine 
the  flamboyant  Prime  Minister 
setting  out  from  the  house  to 
admire  the  primroses  that  are  still 
abundant  in  Che  woodland  and  sit, 
as  he  did,  on  one  of  his  wife's  rustic 
wooden  seats. 

■  Greenfield  Lodge,  Lasswade, 
Midlothian  (0131-663  9338) 

OffA76S  Loanhead  to  Lasswade 
road,  take  Church  Road  then 
Green  Lane.  Open  ail  year  by 
request  (telephone  day  before)  and 
first  Tues  of  each  month  until 
Sept,  2-Spm.  E/JO,  children  free 

It  is  something  of  a  surprise  to 
discover  a  well-established  wood¬ 
land  garden  of  nearly  two  acres  on 
tiie  outskirts  of  Edinburgh.  The 
garden’s  longevity  is  represented 
by  some  now  impressive  trees  —  in 
particular  specimens  of  the  Deodar 
cedar,  yews  and  oaks. 

There  are  some  superb  speci¬ 
mens  of  rhododendron  ‘Christmas 
Cheer*,  which  has  been  in  flower 
since  mid-Januaiy  and  will  contin¬ 
ue  well  into  April,  contrasting  with 


treasures  such  as  a  huge  array  of 
hellebores,  sdllas,  arid  chiono- 
doxas  of  which  Greenfield  holds 
tiie  NCCPG  National  Collection. 

The  garden  is  at  its  best  during 
the  spring,  although  later  in  the 
year  the  planting  is  cleverly  ar¬ 
ranged  to  cope  with  the  semi¬ 
drought  conditions  that  a  few  hot 
weeks  invariably  induce. 

■  Spring  Wood,  Hackwood 
Park,  Nr.  Basingstoke, 
Hampshire  (01256  323107) 

Im  south  of  Basingstoke  on  A339 
(entrance  offTunworth  Road). 
Open  for  one  day  only,  tomorrow, 
24pm.  £ 2 .  OAPs  £/,  children  free 

Hackwood  is  one  of  the  few  formal 
woodland  gardens  laid  out  in  the 
style  of  the  great  French  designer. 
Andrt  le'  Notre,  that  survive  in 
England,  and  as  a  result  the  SO 
acres  are  listed  Grade  1  in  English 
Heritage’s  register  of  parks  and 
gardens.  A  pattern  of  paths  and 
avenues  radiate  out  from  a  central 
statue  of  Ceres,  one  of  a  number  of 
outstanding  ornaments  and  build¬ 
ings  that  indude  pavilions  and  a 
teahouse,  some  designed  by  James 
Gibbs. 


George  PLUMPTRE  H ughenden  Manor,  once  home  to  Benjamin  Disraeli  combines  woodland  trees  with  flower  gardens 
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PERFECT  LAWNS 
IN  A  COUPLE  OF  MOWS 


The  Alien  Tort  Trooper  2  triple  newer.  The  The  Am  Tort  Trooper  Count 
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-  and  sexy  with  it 

Male  and  female  spirex  mate  enthusiastically,  which  explains 
the  surprisingly  large  number  of  varieties,  says  Barbara  Abbs 

The  next  time  you  need  a  |  S.  alba  ssp  caendea  are  used  fa 

fast-growing  tree,  forget 

Ley  land’s  cypress  '  and 

think  about  willows .  While  I  create  Irvins  arbcairs.  soilntnres 


The  next  time  you  need  a 
fast-growing  tree,  forget 
Ley  land’s  cypress  '  and 
thiite  about  vrillows.  While 
there  is  something  awe-inspiring 
about  a  fully  grown  Leylandii  100ft 
high.there  are  few  things  worse  in 
a  modestly  sized  garden  than  the 
same  tree  confined  as  a  hedge  or 
hacked  about.  Many  willows,  on 
the  other  hand,  grow  with  equal 
speed,  and  several  look  even  better 
when  regularly  cut  back. 

Cutting  back,  or  pollarding,  how- 
ever,,  is  not  essential  for  everyone. 
Four  years  ago,  Tony  Thorlby.  a 
retired  academic  turned  landscape 
gardener  and  plant  collector,  decid¬ 
ed  that  a  pond  would  enhance  the 
small  field  in  the  front  of  his  house 
in  Herefordshire.  After  much  de¬ 
signing,  calculating  and  damming, 
he  made  a  mini-lake  fed  by  an 
accompanying  stream.  He  then 
thought  a  willow  or  two  would  look 
pleasant  reflected  in  the  water. 

Today.  100  different  willows  lat¬ 
er,  one  of  the  first  trees  he  planted  is 
20ft  tall  and  several  are  more  than 
Sft  If  his  collection  —  there  are 
another  50  different  willows  wait¬ 
ing  to  be  planted  out— grows  . at  the 
same  rate,  pollarding  and  coppic¬ 
ing  may  be  essentia)  one  day,  but  at 
the  moment  he  hopes  to  allow  all 
the  trees  and  shrubs  to  grow  to 
their  natural  shape  and  size. 

Apart  from  a  few  cuhivars, 
willows  are  somewhat  overlooked^ 
as  ornamental  trees,  though  basket" 
willows  are  owning  bade  into 
fashion  on  the  ecological  tick.  The 
trees  are  diverse,  fast-growing  and 
beautiful  all  year.  They  can  be  any 
height  from  100ft  to  a  few  inches, 
have  fine  branches  that  may  be  red, 
yellow  or  purple,  colourful  catkins 
and  leaves  that  vary  from  long  and 
narrow,  silvery  or  golden,  grey  and 
rounded,  to  a  broad  and  glossy 
deep  green. 

TTiere  are  willows  for  every  type 
of  landscape,  from  the  natural  to 
the  artificial.  Native  willows  blend 
perfectly  into  the  coppices  along- 


WEEKEND  TIPS 


■  Start  runner  bean  plants 

m3in  pots  under  glass,  for 
planting  out' noct  month. 

■  Watch  for  mke  in 
greenhouses;  they  will  take 
beans  and  sweetpeas. 

■  Outdoors,  sow  leeks,  peas, 
broad  beans,  cauliflowers, 
brus5ds  sprouts,  onions, 
turnips,  beetroot  and 
parsnips. 

■  Cut  down  the  old  stems  of 
hardy  fiichsias,'and  feed  well 
with  old  compost  or  manure. 

■  Sow  hardy  annuals  such 
as  calendula,  nasturtium, 
lavateia  and  cornflowers  in 
shallow  drills  where  they  are 
intended  to  flower. 


side  railway  lines  or  riverbanks, 
while  small  standards  of  Salix 
Integra  ’HakurtHiishfld’  make 
parasols  of  fluttering  pink,  cream 
and  green  variegated  foGage. 
Smaller  willows,  such  as  S. 
Helvetica,  recusa  and  repens  can  be 
grown  on  rock  gardens. 

Although  growing  most  willows 
is  easy,  choosing  one  can  be 
problematic.  Salix  species  were 
among  the  first  woody  plants  to 
appear  after  die  Ice  Age.  Being 
dioecious,  with  male  and  female 
-plants,  they  mate  enthusiastically, 
and  have  been  doing  so  for  a  long 
time.  The  result  is  a  large  number 
of  dosely  related  species,  sub¬ 
species,  hybrids  and  varieties. 

Identification  is  difficult  Often, 
only  a  magnifying  glass  will  reveal 
differences.  In  addition,  because  of 
their  long  cultivation  as  a  useful 
crop,  there  are  scores  of  man-made 
cultivars,  particularly  among  the 
osiers  S.  purpurea  and  S .  vimin- 
alis.  Willow  wands  are  used  for 
baskets.  lobster  pots  and  coracles, 
while  branches  and  the  trunks  of 


S.  alba  ssp  caendea  are  used  far 
cricket  bate.  Fine  ,  twigs  make 
charcoal.  Willows  are  also  used  to 
create  living  arbcairs,  sculptures, 
screens,  green  walls  on  motorways 
and  support  far  river  banks,  as  well 
as  for  fuel  —  their  energy-produc- 
ingquality  is  high. 

If  you  are  buying  a  willow  for  its 
catkins,  get  a  male  clone.  Hie 
anthers  of  the  male  forms,  which 
produce  the  coloured  pollen,  are 
more  showy.  Cations,  of  both  sexes, 1 
are  surprisingly  varied  and  long- 
lasting.  Around  the  edge  of  Mr 
TborllSy's  lake,  foe  first  catkins  to 
appear  are  those  of  S.  aegyptiaca, 
themusk  willow,  already  7ft-8ft  tall 
alter  only  three  years.  At  first  they 
are  alky  grey,  then  foe  male 
anthers  produce  a  vivid  orange 
pollen  which  later  pales  to  yellow. 

The  long  catkins  of  S.  japonica 
are  equally  attractive;  they  are  held 
horizontally  and  have  maroon  an¬ 
thers  which  turn  red.  S.  acutifolia 
‘Blue  Streak.*  which  grows  to  10ft 
after  three  years,  has  foe  palest 
grey  cations,  which  sit  upright 
along  purple  branches. 


Next  there  is  S.  gradli- 
styla  'Melanesia  chys 
which  is  widely  avail¬ 
able  and  known  for  its 
black  cations  and  red  anthers.  This 
is  not  mie  of  foe  easier  willows  to 
keep,  and  the  catkins  resemble  wet 
cats’  fur.  It  is  one  of  the  few  that  Mr 
Thorlby  has  had  to  replace. 

In  winter,  against  the  dark  twigs 
of  the  alders  that  edge  the  field,  the 
orangey  brandies  of  S.  alba  and 
die  silvery  catkins  on  S.  daph- 
noides  stand  out  The  branches  of 
S.  alba  evs  can  be  red.  yellow, 
copper  and  brown,  those  of  S.  pur¬ 
purea  evs  are  chestnutty  purple;  the 
•violet  willow.  S.  daphnoides,  has 
branches  covered  with  a  bloom  like 
spray  from  a  can  of  silver  paint 
In  summer  when  the  alders  are 
in  foil,  dark  green  leaf,  the  golden 
'and  silver  willows  form  an  exqui¬ 
site  contrast  The  silver  willow  and 


■  There  are  wffiows  for  every  type  of  landscape:  they  are  fest^prowing  and  beautiful  all  year,  and  can  be  any  height  from  100ft  to  a  few  Indies 


the  gold-leafed  willow  S.  alba  var 
sericea.  arid  S'  alba  ‘Aurea’,  are  as 
eyecatching  as  flowering  trees. 
Other  attention  seekers  are  S.  ‘Ery- 
throflexuosa/S.  babylonica  var. 
peJdnensis  “Tartu  osa’  (syn.  mat- 
sudana  Tortuosa*)  and  5.  udensis 
‘Sekka.’  The  first  two  are  similar 
and  have  branches  and  leaves  that 
twist  like  country  lanes.  5.  ‘Ery- 
throflexuosa’  is  more  spectacular, 
with  warm  golden  bark  and  saffron- 
yellow  branchlets.  S.  ‘Sekka’  has 
broad,  fasdated  stems  which  look 
like  coiled  mahogany  moulding. 


long  cations  and  leaves  which  turn 
from  rich  green  to  bright  yellow  in 
autumn.  Large  weeping  willows, 
such  as  Salix  alba  Tristis*  or  5.  x 
sepulcralis  chrysocoma  are  magnif¬ 
icent  all  year. 

Although  Christopher  News- 
holme.  foe  doyen  of  willow  grow¬ 
ers,  with  245  species  and  213 
cultivars,  and  author  of  Willows: 
The  Genus  Salix,  the  most  compre¬ 
hensive  guide  to  these  trees 
(Batsfbrd,  £29.99),  suggests  same 
for  drier  areas  —  S.  caprea  and  the 
weeping  S  x  sepulcralis  chryso¬ 


coma  are  among  them  —  willows 
generally  prefer  deep,  damp  scal 
They  are  adaptable,  however,  and 
simply  remain  on  foe  small  side  if 
conditions  are  not  ideal  For  ex¬ 
tremely  poor  soils  the  native 
sallows  5.  caprea  and  S.  tinerea  . 
or  their  hybrids  are  recommended 
lwl  mostly,  wflfows  do  not  demand 
a  highly  fertile  soil. 

Many  willows  are  easily  propa¬ 
gated:  just  stick  a  pruning  in  foe 
ground  and  it  will  probably  root; 
and  in  three  years  it  will  form  a 
respectable  shrub. 


FACT  RLE 


■  TO  BUY:  Mail  order  from 
Penlyne  Nursery.  Lostiwthid. 
Cornwall  (0I208  £72668); 

Bhie  Befl  Nursery.  Swadlincote. 
Derbyshire  (01283  222091). 

■  TO  SEE;  WestDtdait 
Arboretum.  Tetfnoy,  GJos 
(01666  880220):  Wolsetey  Garden 
Park,  Wolseley  Bridge.  Stafford 
(01889574888). 
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HOMES  &  GARDENS 


V 


CONTAINS  POTS 
OF  IDEAS  FOR 
CONTAINERS. 


r  po«et  'mm 

r  punts  Mg 

Roses 

'  ,#  ‘Ac  tfjf  J 


Our  May  issue,  the  biggest  of 
the  year,  is  lull  of  bright  ideas  for 
all  sorts  of  containers,  hanging 
baskets  and  window  boxes.  Nigel 
Colborn  poses  the  container 
questions  and  answers  them  with 
easy-to-follow  recipes  which  can 
help  soften  the  lines  of  buildings, 
enhance  windows  and  doorways 


and  lighten  dull  areas  of  your 
garden.  We  report  on  the  opening 
of  Bamsdale,  Geoff  Hamilton’s 
famous  garden.  We  have  a  step- 
by-step  guide  to  planting 
climbers.  And  there’s  a  free  pock¬ 
et  book  on  shrub  roses  (one  of  a 
new  range  of  BBC  Pocket  Plant 
books  and  videos)  worth  £1.99. 
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FREEPHONE 
0800  772266 


Available  throughout  Great  Britain  &  Northern  Ireland 
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SCALE 
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•STUDIOS 


RANGE TYPE 
COOKERS 

BRfTANNM  (Awriabte 
Nun) 
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SMBG-ROSSSS- 
FALCON-VfKWG 
Otecounta  Amiable 

National  Defray  & 

Service 

Tel -01 226 766027 -Fax 
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A  PERFUMED  PICTURE  IN  .YOUR  GARDEN 

BRAMLEY'S 
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TEL  HOTUNE:  01491  572374; 
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Mc'Mo'Ms- 
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REPLY  TODAY 


*1  -  ’Itebeaut&lApfnAtbtfiei&ibiL 
b«At  In  seal  GR  is  designed  to  fit  «ny 
steofbadroon. 

Buy  ifeeet&wnow  factory  and  we 
tvB  GUARANTIEE  Ibe  lowest  prices  on 

*1  ixanrtat  :.  ' 

For  the  best  advice,  wei  send  a  tectedcal 
suncyw  NO ^  SALESMAN  WBACA1X, 
because  we  douY  emptoy  bsjI  . 
hU  te  enjoyment  lndk  into  bah  tee- 
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BONFIELDS 


DupiUi WowdJ  Data 

Bespoke  Windows,  Docu  & 
Freed!  Don*  by  (killed 

liffftqipn.  T  jrwimr, 

ivoSihlr.  Office  rod 
Workshops.  Unit*  I9C0 
Peamce  Farm,  Pcaitrec 
Looe.  Welwyn  Garden  City. 

Bens  AL33UW 

Tds  01707  394SSS 


SCATTER 

Clears  Cats 

from  your  garden 

NIGHT  AND  DAY,  EVERY  DAY 
Unique  programme  of 

cate  avoid.  Tboyn  turn  away  .  computer-controlled 

themsetwBSto  tefuil  kTpact.  so  uifrasound  expels  cats 

from  lawns,  flower  beds, 

sensors  to  go  wrong.  Highly  Sltf  UDDerieS,  WallS 

refiabte.fuBy  weatherproofed  anf<  Mljne 

.  nrdruatum  axiHXJfer  circtdL  dllll  pdllUb  HjJ. 

SNT7CIY6sfwn  tow  or  b*t>ryopta«tfon  *wU  AfledW™ 

NO  affect  on  Mrda  or  other  pals  fNAfffMBLEto  hnmns 


■ny  R  for  90  days  -  5  year  guarantee 


FREEPHONE  0800  316  5500 

FOR  FREE  BROCHURE 
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HARD  WATER  X 

1  lie  Scientific  Solution 


Incredible  low-cost  computer  tedmologr! 
Krvstal  is  the  arhplest,  most  efficient  answer 
to  lime  scale  problems  ever  devised! 

D1S50D"ES  existing  h rouble.  INHIBITS  fornmon 
of  new  liinescale.  PRESERVES  health-ghlng  n*tural 
subiuocn  In  tout  water. 


What  our  Customers  say 
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FREEPHONE  TM^kA 

^0800  316  5555 

i  nk  nul  l  bkocmukl: 

Lines  open  24 hours,  7  days 
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6  ■  gardening 


Something 
nasty  under 
the  pile 

While  rotting  compost  heaps  are  good 
news  for  the  garden,  Jane  Owen  finds 
that  they  can  bring  unwanted  visitors 


Susan  IVlatthews'  approach  to 
spotting  a  rat  riffling  through 
her  compost  heap  was  ro¬ 
bust  She  started  an  in-depth 
project  with  her  four  children  on 
Dick  Whittington.  And  she  called  the 
rat  catcher  to  her  north  Kensington 
compost  heap. 

Unless  they  reach  epidemic  pro¬ 
portion.  rats  in  the  country  are 
normally  tolerated  whereas,  in  the 
dty,  when  rats  emerge  into  the  open 
they  have  to  be  deterred.  The  rat 
catcher  came  within  a  day  of  Ms 
Matthews  call,  put  down  the  anti¬ 
coagulant  warfarin,  and  is  visiting 
every  two  days  to  take  away  any 
bodies  and  re-poison  the  area  when 
needed. 

“I  started  the  compost  heap  when 
we  moved  to  this  house  last  autumn, 
and  I  use  kitchen  waste  and  a  little 
cereal.  In  February  I  wanted  to  turn 
the  heap  so  I  lifted  the  bottomless 
container,  forked  it  over  and  acci¬ 
dently  left  a  small  gap  at  the  bottom 
where  the  rat  must  have  got  in.  It 
burrowed  a  deep  tunnel.”  says  Ms 
Matthews,  a  lecturer  who  is  married 
to  the  artist  Matthew  Meadows. 

Three  well-fed  cats,  regular  habi¬ 
tues  of  Ms  Matthews'  garden,  did  not 
deter  the  rats,  who  continued  to 
burrow  in  the  heap  even  after  a 
container  was  put  in  place,  its  sides 
pressed  firmly  into  the  ground. 

Rodent  determination  is  all  too 
familiar  to  Bob  Bush,  chief  rat 
catcher  for  the  Royal  Borough  of 
Kensington  and  Chelsea,  who  has 
been  doing  the  job  for  24  years. 

“The  warmth  will  have  attracted  it 
along  with  the  regular  supply  of  food. 
Fat  and  grease  attract  rats,  who  are 
around  all  the  time  anyway,  but 
emerge  into  the  open  when  drains  are 
broken  or  if  their  usual  food  sources 
become  scarce,  ff  rats  aren't  dealt 
with  right  away  they  will  soon  build 
up  into  an  infestation,*'  says  Mr 
Bush,  whose  largest  recorded  catch 
was  20 A  in  long,  nose  to  taQ. 

“By  law  you  have  to  inform  the 
local  authority  if  there  is  a  rat 
infestation.  Compost  heaps  can  at¬ 
tract  rats  because  of  the  smell  of 
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Rats,  attracted  to  the  smell  of  rotting  vegetables  in  the  compost  bin,  posed  a  health  risk  for  Susan  Matthews  and  her  children 


rotting  vegetables.  Mostly  they  live  in 
sewers  on  human  excreta." 

And  that  is  why  Mr  Bush  and  his 
ream,  and  all  the  other  rat-catching 
teams,  can  use  warrants  to  break  into 
premises  that  they  suspect  to  be 
infested:  the  threat  of  disease,  from 
Rufus  Norwegian,  is  very  real.  If.  like 
Ms  Matthews,  you  have  children,  it 
is  ail  the  more  worrying. 

However,  we  should  all  want 
compost  heaps  both  to  fortify  the  soil 
and  to  ease  die  pressure  on  state 
waste  disposal  systems.  In  Canada, 
the  rat/compost  heap  problem  is 
being  faced  with  the  production  of 
wire  mesh-encased  compost  bins 
although,  if  a  rat  is  determined 
enough,  it  will  gnaw  through  wire. 

But  one  of  the  compost  queens  of 
this  country.  Pauline  Pears  of  the 


Hairy  Doubleday  Research  Associ¬ 
ation.  at  Ryton  Gardens  in  the 
Midlands,  is  more  sanguine  about 
rats'  relationships  with  compost 
heaps.  “At  Ryton,  we  get  rats  on  the 
compost  heaps  in  the  far  fields  where 
they  are  rarely  disturbed,  either  by 
visitors  or  turning  the  heaps.  Turn¬ 
ing  a  compost  heap  regularly  can 
help  to  keep  rats  away  and  it  helps 
ti\e  heap  to  compost  more  quickly 
too,"  she  says.  For  small  urban 
gardens  she  recommends  one  of  the 
compost  tumblers  now  widely  avail¬ 
able,  which  are  lidded  plastic  barrels  - 
mounted  on  a  frame. 

Worm  composts  are  also  a  good 
bet  Once  a  worm  composter  of  80- 
100  litre  capacity  is  working  at  lull 
strength  (this  can  take  a  few  months 
of  gentle  feeding  instead  of  chucking 


vast  quantities  of  compost  onto  the 
poor  animals,  who  will  simply  be 
overwhelmed),  it  should  cope  with 
kitchen  waste  from  a  family  of  four. 


Ms  Pears  uses  one  given 
to  her  ax  a  wedding 
present  —  it  is  wooden 
and  well  insulated, 
which  gets  round  two  of  the  problems 
posed  by  plastic  worm  com  posters. 
The  first  is  that  plastic  bins  tend  to 
retain  mo  much  .  liquid,  because  the 
plastic  sweats.  This  means  that  they 
-need  to  be  drained  regularly  or  the 
worms  may  drown.  Ms  Ftars’bin.on 
the  other  hand,  allows  the  compost' to 
retain  its  natural  moisture,  without  a 
build-upof  liquid. 

The  second  problem  with  plastic 
bins  is  insulation.  In  extremely  cold 


conditions  the  worms  in  plastic  bins 
will  hardly  work. 

Plastic  containers  probably  have 
the  advantage  of  being  slightly  more 
rat-proof  than  wood,  though  a  really 
determined  rat  will  simply  gnaw 
through  the  plastic.  However  Clive 
Roberts,  the  director  of  the  company 
that  sells  the  Original  Wormery,  says 
that  after  100.000  worm  bin  sales, 
there  has  never  been  a  rat  attack  of 
any  kind  reported. 

Red-hot  compost  heaps  will  also 
deter  rats.  That  means  getting  com¬ 
post  composting  fast  Apart  from  the 
usual  commercial  compost  accelera¬ 
tors,  urine  gets  things  moving. 

•  Original  Wormery.  with  a  94-litre 
capacity  bin  costs  E49.90.  including 
delivery  anywhere  an  the  mainland 
(01884  8415 15). 
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STEPHEN  ANDERTON 

replies  to  readers’  letters 


tc]  Can  you  tell  roe  if 

Vel  Fremontia  and  Fre- 
montodendron  are  the 
same  plant?  I  would  like  to 
get  bold  of  the  variety 
'Californian  Glory”.  — 
J.  Bentley,  Seaton.  Devon. 

rri  The  accepted  name  for 
IAI  Fremontia  California: 
is  now  Fremontodendron 
califomiaM.  It  is  suitable 
as  an  evergreen  wall-shrub 
m  Britain,  and  lives  for  ten 
to  20  years.  The  flowers  are 
a  bright  yellow,  and  are 
produced  through  the  sec¬ 
ond  half  of  the  summer.  The 
variety  'Californian  Glory'' 
is  a  hybrid  with  the  smaller, 
more  orange-yellow  and 
less  hardy  species,  Fremon- 
4ode.nd.ron.  mexicanum,  but 
the  hybrid  is  hardier  than 
both  parents. 

Fremontodendrons  need 
planting  small,  in  spring, 
because  they  resent  root 
disturbance,  and  need  a 
light  soil.  'Californian  Glo¬ 
ry*  is  available,  by  mail 
order  from  Bumcoose  and 
South  Down  Nurseries, 
Redruth,  Cornwall  TRI6 
6  BJ  (01209  861112). 

ITT]  Last  autumn,  parts  of 
IVI  my  lawn  failed  to 
recover  after  the  summer 
drought  The  cause  was  an 
infestation  of  chafer  grubs, 
which  were  present  over 
the  lawn,  even  in  areas  still 
green.  I  must  now  relay  the 
lawn.  How  can  I  eradicate 
them  completely  first?  — 
J.  Ford,  Cheltenham,  Glou¬ 
cestershire. 

Garden  chafer  grubs 

are  the  white,  C- 
shaped  larvae  of  beetles, 
which  hatch  in  summer, 
then  in  late  summer/early 
autumn  and  spring'  eat  the 
roots  of  turf  grasses  and 
other  plants.  In  spring  they 
are  ready  to  pupate  and 
then  emerge  as  adult  bee- 
ties.  So  laying  a  lawn  in 


spring  is  not  a  problem,  as 
the  grubs  should  be  pupat¬ 
ing  or  flown.  Soil  prepara¬ 
tion  for  laying  a  lawn  may, 
however,  provide  the  birds 
with  a  banquet.  Chafer 
’  grubs  are  difficult  to  control 
with  chemicals  and,  once 
you  see  the  damage,  it  is 
usually  too  late. 

HCH  and  pirimphos-. 
methyl  will  kill  the  very 
young  grubs  when  newly 
hatched,  but  would  you- 
want  to  treat  a  whole  lawn? 
Better  to  spot  treat  if  you  see 
further  activity  again  next 
summer. 

(7=71  What  red  and  green- 
|vcl  leaved  plants  are  best 
suited  to  topiary?  I  wish  to 
make  two  lines  of  “red  can” 
and  “green  cone"  shaped 
navigational  buoys  across 
the  vegetable  patch.  — 
P.  Hughes.  Airmyn.  York¬ 
shire. 

-  Red  and  evergreen  is 

_  an  impossible  combi¬ 
nation  in  this  climate.  But 
'  you  could  manage  red  and 
deciduous  using  the  small 
Berberis  thunbergii  ‘Atro- 
purpurea  Nana’  (2ft  x  2ft)  or 
'Helmond  Pillar1  (4ft  x  ift). 
You  might  manage  some¬ 
thing  in  a  simple  shape  with 
the  bushy  purple  plum, 
Prunus  dstena ,  too  (4ft  x 
4ft).  Perhaps  if  evergreen 
foliage  is  vital  you  could 
plant  some  Cordyline  Tor- 
bay  Red*?  You  would  get 
excellent  contrast  with 
clipped  box  or  yew  in  be¬ 
tween.  Why  nor  plant  only 
the  greens  peirnanentiy, 
and  bed  out  red  coleus 
cones  every  summer,  if  you 
want  a  touch  of  the  exotic? 

•  Readers  should  write  to: 
Carden  Answers.  Weekend . 

The  Times.  I  Pennington 
Street,  London  El  9XN.  Advice 
is  offered  without  legal 
responsibility.  The  Times 
regrets  that  any  enclosures 
cannot  be  returned.  , 


T’SAf 
A 


A  Honda  ride-on  mower  takes  afl  kinds  of 


*  Subpct  n  tarns  and  condfean*  MocW  (wand  HF2213. 

^^lease  send  me  the  latest  Honda  ride-on  Q  lawnmower  □  brochure  wm.mi 
■  and  the  name  of  my  nearest  dealer. 


i-  ■■  i  Plyflf.fidg' ..  — 

POST  TO  HONDA  ADVERTISING  SERVICES.  PO  BOX  69  LOWESTOFT  NR32  Stoj 


gardens  in  its  stride. 

Some  models  even  offer  a  super-tight 
turning  circle  of  less  than  2  metres  -  handy  for 
cutting  round  flower  beds,  trees  and  ponds. 

Of  course,  the  advanced  engine  technology 
that  goes  into  our  cars  also  goes  into  our 
mowers.  Together  with  a  fuD  five  year  warranty* 

So  J23|E9EI^B!EEEE90r  dip  the' 
coupon  for  further  details.  And  really  cut  your 
lawns  down  to  size. 


OuQtfl  No.  DIYS 
■LEM.  Marianna.  DvpL  HY0032. 
unto  Matt.  CranbMOh.  Sunny. 
GU6  8ND 


GO  GREEN 

GET  YOUR  MONEY  BACK! 


The  environment's 
a  winner  with 
Husqvarna’s  ’ 
greener  lawn 
tractors. 


'V.'  - 


pedestrian  mowers  and 
brush  cutters  and  you 
coaid  be  a  winner  too,  by 
winning  back  the 
purchase  price  of 
whichever  one  you 
buy  in  the  Great 
Husqvama  Give 
Away. 


A 


THE  ONLY  LAWNMOWER  THAT’S  , 
AS  RELIABLE  AS  A  HONDA  CAR  1 


Britain's  Best  Selling  Garden  Tractor 


With  quality  of  cut  to  match  the  best  roller  mower 

it  collects  completely  even  in  the  wet  leavnQ  that  tteshabie 
tped  finish.  RMere  and  tractors  tor  gardens  from  l/3rt 
acre  upwards.  Ask  tori  demonstration. 

end  tnr  erachara  and  name  of  nmesl  dealer. 

kr.  OOunW.  FREEPOST.  Grad  tahy.  (Mori  0X44  7BR 


\  ^ 


HUS: 


Post  Code _ Td_ 

Endue  KaKpwm  Fanstmd 
I  Crica  UK.  FREEPOST  (CRUM). 
SmUmm,  CbnttnUR  CU*  IBK 
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Cleaner  Machines  for.  a  Greener  future 


ALUMINIUM  FRUIT  CAGES  jggsSp  jB  "® 

f*:  truin'; 

KNOWLE  NETS  Ti‘  fet  RtBt B:Sp5rt.u8KSl0TS  <MK 


company  I  trust,  and 
I  recommend  them 


•  uraUuMt  often  widria  5  dry* 

•  Afl  join  filed  •  Vitae  paranterf 

Call  Chnrchfll’s 

0800  371  982 

Call  FREE  awttd  8k  for  Ctrifte, 
CbccatJoH far* FREE  bone 

:d.waweek*ah-wh 


M  J 


Char  chili's  Stairlifts* 

HI  IHESTAIRUFT  EXPERTS 

tapueMan]  an,  tttaqeN  Efi* 


FLAT  ROOF  PROBLEMS? 


!  \.|\  rnM'IMIS 

j  I*RK'K<;i  \K\MI.1. 

j  Uf  \iill  ioM.iii  rlic  ;i! >■.!'. v  tjtmlii'  vwwn, 
itKlmliii”  I  he  20  Yt.  \K  H  M<  \N  i  1,1  lor  !hc 
rlK*  privv  ;)^  Toll  ;irv  qi>“U'd  h’f  h  it  run)  Midi 
j  10  w;ir  o|i:ir .inla'. 


HOMES  &  GARDENS 


ONLY  +E2JB  °3SSSSf 

£36SL“rl 

TWb  KH.  Btaus.  D.7KB  mud  u*  *• 
gha  kanatan  fa  your  tone  or 
fmaas  an  infer  constat  ifetao 
SuwBanca.  To  gm  a  toCaly  mat* 
Utiwara  n  ta  fitted  tah  a 
cndnuDurif  tating  Hgh  Hunky  nd 
LED  inn  pOtawJIV  o*  M  tnOay 
foctataJ)  nhm  lab  brudl  I  yns. 
Wtlaui  tymtan  Hs  kt  in  non 
panted  trtoitamansLk 
cones  ampMs  Mfi  seme  and 
[tup,  vanstere  onl  a  mknr  sttdta 
fi>giilgMnB  In  W  tM  pw  pramnes 
an  protected  by  wart*  canvas. 

ftipttNNirfer -WtiKtadMji 

Moony  Back  Guarantee. 
Allow  7  - 14  days  despatch. 


total 

garden 

management 


GardenfFractors  from  £999 


Lawnmowers 

from  £99 


Wustraled  _ ^ustrated 

90^0“  cut  991SP6 

Mprixw  or  Freopoa  tar  FREE  bradwe  4  UlDfliaLm  1  _  V  -M- 

-  - iJjlidfe-i  MTDW 

BARRusl  80  YRS  SERVING  SPECIALISTS,  SERVING  YOU 


i  Fnwptaw  or  Fteepnst  far  FREE  brodwre  &  s 

'Name _ _ 

i  Address: _ 


Customer  Srevltss, 
Ortando  House 
36  GecSngFld, Carton 
N0TTS?nG4  1BR. 


^  -SoSana  Haniwood  Frame 

*  Prootod  CanWKS 

•  Hdavywol^t  Base 
«n  -  larpe  or  Vejy  Large 

3FW SCO’ SHADE 
ST  UMBRELLA 
THE  SUN 


PARAS0U 


rWr>  

24  Hour  ‘S'01753  680858 

Brochure  Ordcriinc  Fax;  01 753  6S0223 


Free  moss 

FRII  LAWNS! 


.*.  -«aF*4j 


FRiT 


Stand  up  to  most  hkJ 
^  wawbwitfaa  WA1X0VE8 
SnUQfER.  Il  fpnys 
liiwtuand  dilviwnyr 
(Aadivaip  gaankh 
Warif  and  qakUf  os 
ysodrepfrstreBthe 
gndM.Henv««rkvgvjuBr 

laMt,  iLmSi  m  iMAdbg,  u 
I  brehadM,  na  itndnin^  no 
■atafeaQum  tmd  m  pnAhm. 

T1»  modal  ibami  it  dre2C 
Ofc—dwauiud  E2W.95  tnc 
VAX  Othw  modab  qnflidiie 
fan  £149.95  tab  VXf 


fe  M  hi  aore,  paadN  mpm  Ir 
IlNltarMMiU, 
Hnlrt>l.«fclWnii.OaHODntlESwafl 


01235  515400  nhds 


Hii  wri  N>  hirlhar  Inl—iHtaw  « lh«  Mw  WhMmi^i'  «d 
iHWi  tt  rar  iiaanrri 


STOCK  CLEARANCE 

f2  PRICE  SALE 

FROM  UNDER  £50; 

(if  )  «*-  ►  01726  817181 
^  F*' k  01726  817576 


ALTON  GREENHOUSES 

SPECIAL  OFFERS 

-  finest  Western  Red  Cedar 

-  craftsmen  design  and  build 

-  M  year  frame  guarantee 
-free  delivery 

FOR  DETAILS  OF  SPECIAL  PRICES  &  BROCHURE 
PHONE  FREE  ON  0800  269050 

?rWnh0USes  ®«Pt-  WttSh  Fteeport-tLCfi), 
rauiy  Compton.  Leamington  Sea  CV23QBR 


Choose  from  PEACH.  CHBUff, 
PEAK,  APPLE,  PLim, 


^  £01245-327110 


pflp 


PjJJJfTWQRLDrHnes  Offer  No.15  & 
— -  Road>  South  Wnnfiharn  nus  MP 
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Schoolrooms 
with  real  class 


Once  it  was  home 
to  poor  children, 
now  it’s  called 
The  Village  and  is 
a  London  pad  for 
the  wealthy 


The  whiff  of  chalk  and  the 
reek  of  carbolic  soap  have 
long  since  dispersed  and 
its  inhabitants  are  no  long¬ 
er  schoolgirls  in  gymslips  and 
pigtails.  The  Village,  a  converted 
school  building  in  Battersea,  south 
London,  is  now  home  to  a  group  of 
glossy  metropolitans,  including  a 
brace  of  minor  royalty. 

This  former  London  Board 
School,  built  to  provide  space  and 
light  for  Victorian  children  suffer¬ 
ing  from  cramped  and  dingy  con¬ 
ditions  at  home  and  ar  the  child 
labour  factories,  now  provides  the 
same  for,  among  others.  Viscount 
Unley  and  his  wife  Serena,  Mich¬ 
ael  Caine’s  daughter  Natasha,  and 
the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Cawdor. 

The  list  of  residents  has  much  to 
do  with  the  selection  process  origi¬ 
nally  imposed  by  the  owner  of  the 
development,  Ashley  Nicholson, 
and  is  reminiscent  of  the  New  York 
condominium  vetting  procedures 
of  which  the  more  rumbustious 
celebrities  keep  foiling  foul. 

As  Grant  Slatter  describes  the 
building  work  that  went  into  his 
home.  Apartment  16a  —  this  is 
definitely  not  a  “flat"—  it  is  plain  to 
see  why  he  impressed  the  magiste¬ 
rial  developer  with  his  enthusiasm. 
Not  content  with  a  tiny  entrance 
hall,  Mr  Slatter  remodelled  it, 
which  involved  digging  down  an 
extra  3ft  The  result,  which  has  a 
pristine  white  limestone  floor  you 
would  be  sorry  to  drop  a  bottle  of 
red  wine  on.  means  that  you  walk 
down  a  short  staircase  on  entering 
and  immediately  up  *  short  stair-' 
case  into  foe  drawing  room.  “We 
wanted  die  feeling  of  making  an 
entrance  into  this  room,’*  he  says, 
“and  foe  stairs  allow  that" 

Not  that  the  drawing  room  needs 
any  help.  At  about  31ft  by  21ft.  with 
a  soaring  14ft  6in  ceiling  and 
polished  wooden  floor,  it  has  the. 
feel  of  a  church,  an  impression 
reinforced  by  a-gafleiyat  one-end  - 


!  fc  M 
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A  comer  of  The  Village  apartments,  once  a  London  Board  School 


like  an  organ  loft  This  is  not  the 
property  fur  you  if  you  suffer  from  a 
fear  of  open  spaces.  Three  foil- ' 
length  windows  are  framed  by 
elaborately  draped  cream  curtains. 
The  man  in  charge  of  furnishing 
fabrics  at  the  Pieter  Jones  depart¬ 
ment  store  in  Sloane  Square  asked 
Mr  Slatter  how  big  his  house  was, 
and  found  it  difficult  to  believe  it 
was  a  mere  apartment. 

The  scale  of  foe  drawing  room 
has  required  monumental  pieces  of 
furniture.  A  6ft  bay  tree  decorates  a 
comer  where  others  might  place  a 
niggardly  yukka  plant;  the  carya¬ 
tids  supporting  the  reproduction 
chimney  piece  are  foe  size  of  small 
children;  foe  stereo  is  ensconced  in 
a  towering  Indian  cabinet  convo¬ 
luted  dried  flower  arrangements 
made  of  moss  and  bare  brandies 
resembling  exotic  sea  cnrak  stand 
IQfrhigh  wherebowis  of  pot-pourri  - 


One  trick  they  have  em¬ 
ployed  is  breaking  up 
foe  expanses  of  wall 
space  with  a  series  of 
framed  prints  hung  vertically  in 
rows,  although  it  would  take  the 
whole  of  The  Rake's  Progress  to 
make  any  impression  on  this  kind 

of  expanse. 

The  other  rooms  have  more 
intimate  proportions.  The  kitchen 
has  forgiving  under-cabinet  light¬ 
ing  that  lends  early  morning  pallor 
a  rosy  glow.  The  cooker  has  a 
handy  barbecue  gizmo,  which  is 
useful- because  there  is  no  garden. 


might  languish.  The  Slatters  admit 
that  decorating  such  a  large  space 
is  difficult,  unless  you  like  foe 
spartan,  uncluttered  look.  Never 
the  less,  they  have  managed  to 
furnish  it  without  making  non¬ 
sense  of  the  dimensions. 


properly  -  7 
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Above  Grant  Slatter,  the  owner,  by  the 
full-length  windows  in  the  drawing  room 


HOUSE  OF  THE  WEEK 


Apartment  16a,  Hudson  House,  The  Village,  Battersea, 
London  SW1 1 .  •  Price  £795.000.  •  Amenities;  The 
whole  caboodle  —  controlled  access,  ctosed-rircuit 
television  and  secure  parking.  *  Neighbours:  Young, 
wealthy  professionals,  including  minor  royalty,  with  a 
taste  for  expensive  cars;  they  respect  each  other’s 
privacy  so  no  curtain  twitching.  •  Shopping:  Sloane 
Square,  Harvey  Nichols  and  Harrods  food  hall  are 
between  ten  and  20  minutes’  drive  away,  depending 
on  the  weight  of  traffic  over  the  Thames. 

•  Disadvantages:  Keeping  up  with  the  Joneses. 


only  one  small  flower  bed.  The 
Slatters  claim  not  to  miss  a  garden 
— “We  go  to  Battersea  Park"— and 
sane  may  fed  that  their  airy  1  bring 
space  compensates  to  an  extent  for 
this. 

Erom  the  sofa  in  foe  upstairs 


gallery,  with  its  delicate  iron  balus¬ 
trade,  Mr  Slatter  likes  to  admire 
foe  view,  foe  urban  equivalent  of 
being  master  of  all  he  surveys.  A 
small  bedroom  shares  this  view 
through  internal  full-length  win¬ 
dows.  This  is  foe  baby's  room  and 


Above  left:  the  high-ceOiiiged 
drawing  room  has  the  feel  of  a 
church,  an  impression 
reinforced  by  a  gallery  at  one 
end  like  an  organ  loft 
Left  the  ground-floor  kitchen 
and  breakfast  room 

has  a  useful  baby-sitting  advantage 
in  that  his  parents  can  keep  an  eye 
.on  him  from  foe  drawing  room. 

The  master  bedroom  and  adjoin¬ 
ing  bathroom  are  well-decorated 
and  uncluttered.  There  is  plenty  of 
storage  space,  including  a  wall  of 
cupboards,  for  bundling  unsightly 
objects  out  of  the  way. 

The  third  bedroom  is  on  the 
ground  floor,  and  also  has  an  en 
suite  bathroom.  The  roan  doubles 
as  a  study  for  Mr  Slatter,  who 
works  from  home  as  an  investor, 
but,  he  says,  could  be  used  as  a 
smaller,  cosier  dining  room.  At 


present  the  Slatters  use  part  of  the 
drawing  room  for  eating. 

The  couple  bought  the  apartment 
before  they  had  a  baby  and  are 
planning  to  live  in  the  country  with 
their  son.  This  is.  however,  a 
property  that  might  have  been 
developed  with  a  child  in  mind.  The 
insulation  (foe  walls  are  lb  feet 
thick)  and  the  space  (2300  sq  ft) 
render  it  noiseiproof  and  play- 
friendly  —  it  is  not  often  one  sees  a 
large  toy  train  trade  assembled  on 
the  floor  without  furniture  pushed 
aside  to  accommodate  ft. 

Original  photographs  of  the 
school  show  Victorian  children 
happily  playing  with  hoops  and 
toys,  so  I  left  the  apartment  with 
this  small  nod  to  the  spirit  of  the 
building  in  mind. 

Katherine  Bergen 

•  Agent: Knight  Frank  (D17I-62Q  S/7i> 
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Wiltshire 


Biddestone.  Chippenham  4  miles.  Malmesbury  7  miles. 
Bath  12  miles.  Bristol  20  miles.  (Distances  approximate) 
A  fine  early  Victorian  village  house  with  a 
particularly  attractive  garden. 

Hall,  drayring  room,  kitchen/dining  room,  study. 

■  6  bedrooms,  3  bathrooms.  Store  room.  Self  contained 
annexe.  Parking.  Single  storey  bam.  Workshop. 
Attractive  walled  garden. 

Region  £425,000 
Apply:  Cirencester  01285  659771 

(CPU/ 133573) 


- 

■  'i 


Hampshire 

Hambledon.  Petersfleld  9  miles.  Portsmouth  12  miles. 
A3  (M)  5  miles.  London  (Waterloo)  65  minutes. 

(Distances  and  times  approximate). 

A  charming  house  in  the  Hambledon  Valley 
Hail,  4  reception  rooms,  master  bedroom  suite, 

8  further  bedrooms,  2  further  bathrooms.  Tradition 
barn.  Further  outbuildings.  Attractive  gardens 
with  swimming  pooL 
In  all  about  2 Vi  acres  (1.01  hectares) 

Apply:  London  0171  629  8171 

<SSt 125067) 


Buckinghamshire 

Ibstone.  Henley-on-Thames  10  miles.  High  Wycombe 
12  miles.  M40  (J5)  2X  miles.  (Distances  approximate) 
An  extremely  well  presented  barn  conversion 
in  file  heart  of  this  popular  village  with 
attractive  views  to  the  east 
Vaulted  reception  hall,  4  reception  rooms, 
main  bedroom  and  bathroom,  3  further  bedrooms, 
2nd  bathroom.  Detached  double  garage  with 
stable/workshops  to  rear. 

Courtyard  and  formal  gardens. 

In  all  about  IK  acres  (0.55  hectares)  Region  £495,000 

Apply:  Beaconsfieid  (01494)  675368 

(NCB/1 33287) 


Dorset 


Studland.  Swanage  2  miles.  Bournemouth  and 
Poole  8  miles.  (Distances  approximate) 

A  charming  renovated  cottage  close  to  Studland  Bay 
2  reception  rooms,  utility  room, 
bedroom  suite,  2  further  bedrooms,  further  bathroom. 
Garage,  studio  and  stables.  Cardens  and  paddocks 
In  all  about  4J4  acres  (1.82  hectares) 

For  Sale  by  Public  Auction  (unless  previously  sold) 

on  Friday  18th  July  1997 

joint  Agents:  Corben  and  Son.  Swanage  01929  422284 
Knight  Frank,  London  0171  629  8171 

.  (KS0EMI/133236I 


Tuscany 

Siena  about  25  km.  Florence  about  60km. 

A  large  farmhouse,  currently  divided  into  four 
apartments,  on  the  edge  of  an  ancient  Chianti  hamlet 
6  bedrooms,  4  bathrooms. 

Garden  with  swimming  pool  and  outside  eating  areas. 
Suitable  for  small  business  or  re-conversion. 

In  all  about  2  hectares  (5  acres) 

Region  £490,000 
Apply:  Chianti  Estates, 

Siena  (0039)  577  731 120  In  association  with 
Knight  Frank.  London  0171  629  8171 

(porwrnz3674) 


Wapping,  El 

The  Pierhead 

A'  Grade  n  listed  Georgian  townhouse  in  an  idyllic 
setting  by  the  Thames 

Drawing  room,  dining  room,  study,  kitchen/breakfast 
room,  3  bedrooms  with  shower  en  suite,  bathroom, 
2  cloakrooms,  conservatory.  Gas  CH. 

Parking  on  private  road. 

Freehold  £645,000 


Oxfordshire 

Henley-on-Thames  7  miles.  Reading  6  miles  (Paddington 
25  minutes)  45  miles.  (Distances  and  tumjs  approximate) 
An  outstanding  bouse  set  in  beautiful  secluded 
gardens  surrounded  by  mature  beech  woodland 
Reception  hall,  2  reception  rooms,  family  room,  sauna 
room,  4  bedrooms,  2  dressing  rooms,  3  bathrooms. 
Attractive  guest  wing/self-contained  staff  flat.  Swimming 
pool,  tennis  court.  Garages.  Paddocks  and  loose  boxes. 
Mature  gardens  and  woodland. 

In  all  about  20  acres  (8.30  hectares) 

Apply:  London  0171  629  8171 

(PR/NCB/1 19465) 


Apply:  Wapping  0171  480  6848 


BSfl328Jf9 


Kensington,  W8 

Pfaiflimore  Place 

An  elegant  and  spacious  garden  maisonette  in  this 
semi-detached  stucco  fronted  period  house  on  the 
sought  after  Phillimore  Estate 
Double  reception  room,  kiufoen/breakfast  room, 
cloakroom,  laundry  room,  master  bedroom  suite  with  en 
suite  bathroom,  3  further  bedrooms,  2  en  suite 
bathrooms,  en  suite  shower  room. 

Garden.  Video' entrance  phone. 

Leasehold  20  years  £875,000 
Apply:  Kensington  0*171  938  431 1 

(EDTl  30133; 


LONDON 
Tel:  0171  629  8171 
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It  may  be  the  most  basic  of  materials  but  it  has  a  bright  future  in  green  building,  saysChristigeWebb 


Foreign  architects  are  more  adventurous  than  their  British  counterparts  in  exploring  the  potential  of  mod  for  building.  Left,  experimental  mud  buildings  at  Domaine  de  la  Terre,  Lyons.  Right,  early  cob  houses  at  Dawlish,  Devon 


IF  you  think  of  mud  wily  as 
something  you  scrape  off  your 
boots,  think  again  —  mud 
could  have  a  glorious  future 
as  the  green  building  material. 

This  is  not  as  far-fetched  as  it 
might  appear.  Mud  is  usually 
available  on  site  and,  when  used 
unbaked,  the  only  energy  exerted  in 
its  production  is  the  muscle  power 
to  wield  a  spade  and  perfect  the 
mix.  And  when  the  building  is  no 
longer  needed,  it  can  be  returned  to 
nature. 

Yet,  mud  structures  have  impres¬ 
sively  long  lives.  Many  of  our 
ancient  character  cottages  are  built 
from  cob,  a  mixture  of  mud  and 
straw,  and  some  date  from  more 
rhan  500  years  ago.  Few  of  us 
realise  that  there  are  at  least 
170.000  earth  structures  in  Britain, 
while  an  estimated  30  per  cent  of 
the  rest  of  the  world's  population 
live  in  mud  dwellings.  Some  in  the 
Yemen  are  ten  storeys  high. 

A  couple  of  traditional  British 
mud  buildings  have  been  re-crea¬ 
ted  recently  as  ‘'one-offs,'’  but 
enthusiasts  are  promoting  mud's 
potential,  and  say  it  could  lend  new 
form  to  modem  architecture 
because  it  can  be  moulded  into 
sweeping  curves,  lending  fluidity  to 
the  architect's  pen. 

Linda  Watson,  of  the  Centre  for 
Earthen  Architecture  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Plymouth,  believes  we  could 
be  at  die  dawn  of  a  British 
renaissance.  “This  country  has 
inherited  a  rich  legacy  of  earth 
buildings  "she  says.  “There  are  an 
estimated  40,000  earth  structures 
in  Devon  alone,  and  buildings  also 
survive  in  Lincolnshire,  Scotland, 
Wales.  Ulster,  East  Anglia,  Corn¬ 
wall,  Dorset,  and  Hampshire  Brit¬ 
ish  designers  are  finally  starting  to 
recognise  that  earth  has  a  great 
pofenrial." 

But,  she  warns.  Britain  lags 
behind  other  countries  which  are 
exploring  this  potential,  including 
Australia,  the  southern  states  of 
America.  Germany,  Switzerland 
and  France,  where  an  experimental 
village  of  35  houses.  Domaine  de  la 
Terre,  was  built  near  Lyons.  Four 
years  ago.  Plymouth  University's 
School  of  Architecture  started  a 
comprehensive  research  pro- 


Mud,  mud,  glorious  mud 


DRAWN  TO  THE  LAND 


ALAN  STOKES,  a  building  sur¬ 
veyor  in  Exeter,  broke  new 
ground  in  mud  building  by 
getting  building  regulation 
approval  for  an  unbaked  earth 
house  he  called  the  “Chiver- 
stone".  paving  the  way  for  similar 
houses  to  be  buOt  elsewhere. 

Mr  Stokes,  a  budding  control 
officer  for  Exeter  City  Council, 
applied  for  Local  Authority  Nat¬ 
ional  Type  Approval  (Lantac)  for 
his  house,  designed  in  pisi  de 
terre'  (rammed  earth),  as  part  of 
his  thesis  for  a  degree  in  building 
surveying  at  the  University  of 
Glamorgan. 

And  Dirk  Bouwens,  of  West 
Harling,  Norwich,  another  build¬ 
ing  surveyor,  recently  won  quali¬ 
fied  approval  from  B  redd  and 
District  Council,  Norfolk,  for  a 
conventional-looking  bouse  built 
in  unbaked  day  bloats. 

All  new  buildings  must  meet 
building  regulations  which,  un¬ 
like  planning  regulations,  ensure 
a  structure  is  sale  and  satisfies 
minimum  standards,  for  example 
of  sound  proofing  and  insulation. 
Mr  Batmens’  type  approval  cer- 


Using  moulds  to  make  brick-like  day.  lumps  (left)  for  a  cottage  extension  in  Suffolk  (right) 


tificate  means  he.  or  a  house¬ 
builder.  could  submit  the 
Chiverstone  plans  throughout 
England  and  Wales  without  the 
need  for  further  examination  to 
gain  building  regulations  approv¬ 
al  His  design  has  provoked  some 
interest  from  local  builders,  but  so 
Ear  has  not  left  the  drawing  board. 

It  would  be  built  on  a  concrete 
foundation  because  he  felt  that 


gramme,  testing  the  strength  of 
earth  building  and  developing  a 
technical  understanding  of  the 
material. 

There  are  three  main  forms  of 
earth  construction:  rammed  earth 
or  pise  de  terre.  cob,  and  earth 
blocks  (wattle  and  daub  uses  earth 
but  is  not  load-bearing).  Ail  three 
methods  need  protection  from  rain, 
which  would  carry  the  mud  away. 
The  walls  are  usually  protected  by 
a  lime  mortar  and  lfine  wash,  and 
by  a  heavily  overhanging  roof, 
traditionally  thatched. 

Cob  is  a  combination  of  straw, 
water  and  sub-soil  though  some 


swear  by  adding  cow  dung  to  help 
the  day  bind.  It  is  layered  wet  onto 
a  stone  plinth  then  pared  bade  after 
a  few  days  before  die  next  layer  is 
added.  Rammed  earth,  which  was 
“ modernised "  for  the  construction 
industry  by  the  French  in  the  1980s. 
is  an  almost-dry  mix  of  earth, 
gravel  and  day  poured  into  the  gap 
between  two  sheets  of  shuttering, 
and  compressed  by  ramming. 

Earth  blocks  are  made  by  pour¬ 
ing  a  mixture  into  moulds.  The 
blocks  are  then  bound  to  each  other 
by  a  day  mortar.  After  1800,  this 
method  was  widely  used  in  East 
Anglia,  where  it  was  known  as  clay 


was  the  most  commercially  feasi¬ 
ble  method.  Metal  shutterings  are 
then  erected,  and  earth  is 
rammed  between  them  to  build 
up  the  walls  500mm  thick. 

Blit  Mr  Bouwens’  house  has 
rubble  foundations,  which  are 
traditional  and  the  detail  of  his 
house  shows  how  it  can  be  done. 
“The  day  comes  out  of  the  ground 
at  a  certain  density,  you  remove 


lump.  For  100  years  it  was  the 
prindpal  walling  material  for 
buildings  in  parts  of  Norfolk  and 
was  used  to  build  Norfolk’s  first 
council  houses  in  the  1920s. 


There  are  signs  of  a  revival 
in  earth  building.  One 
innovative  firm  of  archi¬ 
tects.  Fielden  Clegg  of 
Bath,  is  using  earth  to  build  the 
front  wall  of  the  Earth  Centre, 
Doncaster,  an  exhibition  complex 
being  built  with  millennium  fund 
money.  One  reason  for  mud's  slow 
re-emergence  was  the  introduction 
of  stria  building  regulations. 


large  stones,  mix  it  with  water, 
add  straw  and  ram  it  into  a 
mould.  The  harder  you  ram  it,  the 
greater  the  density,"  he  explains. 
"You  make  a  mortar  out  of  clay 
and  stick  the  blocks  together. 
Traditionally  the  lumps  are  nine 
indies  by  six  indies  by  J8  indies 
and  weigh25kg  each,  but  you  can 
make  them  any  size  you  tike.  If 
you  hive  them  bigger  than  that 


which  were  not  designed  with  earth 
in  mind-  But  Alan  Stokes,  a 
building  surveyor  in  Exeter,  has 
gained  building  regulation  type 
approval,  and  a  clay  lump  house 
has  had  approval  imEast  Anglia 
(see  box). 

Mr  Stokes  worked  out  the  build¬ 
ing  costs  to  be  £153-80  per  metre  for 
the  earth  walling  compared  with 
£274.98  for  traditional  materials, 
assuming  the  earth  cost  £450  per 
ton.  If  earth  was  available  on  site, 
the  cost  would  be  £136.74.  He  also 
undertook  market  research  in  the 
West  Country,  where  people  are 
aware  of  cob  houses,  and  found 


people  complain  about  lifting 
them.  It's  important  the  earth  mix 
is  right  It  just  happens  that  East 
Anglian  earth  has  been  ready- 
mixed  by  glacier." 

David  Fitt  Breckland  council’s 
head  of  budding  control,  says 
there  were  two  sticking  points  to 
watch  out  for  if  this  house  was 
built  —  the  U  value  of  the  walls 
and  their  sound  resistance,  which 
could  only  be  tested  if  the  house 
was  built  For  that  reason  the 
approval  given  was  qualified. 

BUT  die  U  value,  a  measure  of 
thermal  resistance,  could  be 
changed  during  construction  if 
necessary  by  timing  the  walls  with 
thermal  boarding,  or  by  malting 
the  walls  denser,  which  would 
also  increase  sound  insulation. 
Mr  Bouwens  says. 

"The  principal  problem  facing 
the  procurement  of  pisi  de  terre 
dwellings  is  the  unwillingness  of 
builders  to  build  them,”  Mr 
Stokes  says.  “The  burden  for 
relaunching  unbaked  earth  budd¬ 
ings  in  the  UK  rests  with  the 
Government  They  have  the  re¬ 
sources,  capability  and  the  social 
responsibility  for  ensuring  a 
transformation  in  building.!* 


that  74  per  cent  of  respondents  said 
they  would  buy  a  new  earth 
dwelling.  He  chose  pise  de  terre  as 
the  most  commercial  build  form, 
adding:  “People  would  need  edu¬ 
cating  to  wipe  out  the  public 
conception  of  living  in  a  mud  huL" 
John  Hurd,  chairman  of  the 
International  Council  on  Monu¬ 
ments  and  Sites  earth  structures 
committee,  and  a  consultant  for 
earth  buildings,  is  convinced  of 
earth's  viability.  “New  building  in 
earth  is  about  to  break  in  the  UK." 
he  says.  “It’s  been  happening 
elsewhere  and  we've  been  behind 
because  our  building  rules  have 


been  misinformed  in  terms  of 
thermal  performance.  But  a  mud 
wall  has  a  storage  heater  effect  it 
heats  up  during  the  day  and 
releases  that  warmth  into  the  house 
at  night.  Mud  will  be  an  important 
form  of  building  in  the  future." 

One  serious  drawback  for  new 
mud  dwellings  has  been  the  reluc¬ 
tance  of  building  societies  to  lend 
on  them.  But  the  Ecology  Building 
Society,  which  supports  sustain¬ 
able  building  technology,  says  it 
would  consider  lending  on  any 
earth  building  that  satisfied  the 
building  regulations. 


Builder  Kevin  McCabe, 
who  has  converted  a 
three-sided  agricultural 
shelter  near  Honiton, 
Devon,  into  his  own  cob  home, 
plans  to  build  a  modem  cob  house. 
He  has  specialised  in  repairs  or 
extensions  for  cob  buildings  since 
realising  how  much  damage  was 
being  done  by  builders  who  used 
modem  methods  and  materials. 

“The  problems  of  using  cement  to 
repair  or  render  a  mud  wall  might 
not  appear  for  50  years.”  he  says. 
"Different  methods  are  needed.  It's 
a  very  economical  material.  But  the 
beauty  of  rob  is  that  irs  hand- 
moulded  and  tiiafs  why  rob  cot¬ 
tages  look  so  right  in  their 
environment  You  can  put  the 
openings  where  they  fed  right,  you 
don’t  have  to  have  them  all  on  a 
course  of  blocks.  ~You_  can  even 
sculpt  with  it  We’ve  iustmoulded  a 
life-size  Dexter  cow.  into  the  wall  of 
a  hew  extension  for  a  client” 

Linda  Watson  fears  the  profit 
motive  prevents  British  builders 
considering  earth  construction, 
even  though  it  is  cheaper,  because  a 
building’s  walls  are  only  a  small 
percentage  of  the  whole  build  cost 
She  says:  “But  if  Britain  grasps  the 
nettle  and  supports  environmental¬ 
ly  sound  building,  the  day  of  earth 
building  will  arrive." 

•  The  Ecology  Building  Society:  0345 
607758.  Centre  Jbr  Earthen 
Architecture:  0(752 233630.  The  Devon 
Earth  Building  Association's  leaflet . 

Cob  and  the  1991  Building  Regulations, 
is  available  for  £1.40  from  Peter  Child. 
Environment  Department,  Lucombe 
House.  County  Hall.  Exeter  EX2  4QW. 
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■  SELLING  POINTS  ® 


SHOWERS 


Estate  agents  love  them.  Even 
conservationists  give  them  the 
thumbs  up.  Americans  cannot 
understand  the  fuss.  To  them,  they  are  a 
basic  life  requirement. 

Showers  are  a  relative  newcomer  to  the 
British  bathroom.  By  tradition,  w  are  a 
nation  of  bathers.  But  more  than  half  of 
British  homes  have  a  shower,  and  the 
number  is  increasing.  Recent  research 
shows  that  the  hath  room  has  displaced 
the  kitchen  in  the  show-off  stakes;  along 
with  the  living  room,  it  is  the  room  most 
often  displayed  to  visitors. 

Showers  have  come  a  long  way  from 
the  trickle  of  the  hastily-installed  en  suite 
variety.  Thermostatic  controls,  power 
pumps,  massage  options  and  fancy 
Victorian  heads  mean  showers  can  en¬ 
hance  a  property’s  value.  They  are  also 
quick  and  convenient  Families  can  be 
processed  through  the  bathroom  more 
speedily  at  peak  times.  Using  only  a  third 
of  the  water  and  heat  of  a  hath,  showers 
are  also  economical— a  valuable  point  if  a 
house  is  water  metered. 

The  most  common  and  cheapest  are 
electric  showers,  requiring  only  a 
direct  feed  from  the  mains  and  an 
(isolated)  electricity  supply.  Mixer  show¬ 
ers  draw  water  from  the  household  hot 
and  cold  water  supplies  and  give  a  higher 
flow  rate  than  electric.  Power  showers  (the 
most  expensive)  are  mixer  showers  with  a 
pump  to  boost  the  pressure. 

The  shower  you  choose  is  often  limited 
by  its  location.  Adding  a  shower  to  the 
bathroom  allows  the  widest  choice 
because  the  plumbing  is  already  In  place. 
But  check  your  hot  water  supply.  If  this  is 
poor  or  there  are  heavy  household 
demands,  you  may  be  restricted  to  an 
dearie  shower.  Thermostatic  or  pressure 
balanced  showers  prevent  sudden  tem¬ 
perature  and  pressure  changes  when 
there  is  a  flurry  of  lavatory  flushing  or  tap 
running  elsewhere  in  the  house. 

A  separate  shower  room,  although 
more  costly,  can  provide  the  most  benefits 
in  the  long  run  —  and  you  gain  a  second 
bathroom  for  guests  or  children.  Provided 
you  have  access  to  drains  and  water 


UPUCOR8S  SETTMANN 


Showers  have  come  a  long  way  from  the  trickle  of  the  early  varieties 


supply,  and  you  can  accept  the  installa¬ 
tion  disruption,  showers  can  be  fined  in 
the. most  surprising  places  —  under  the 
stairs,  utility  rooms,  walk-m  wardrobes, 
downstairs  cloakrooms,  comers  of  bed¬ 
rooms,  attics.and  basements.  (1  know  of 
one  in  the  middle  of  a  living  room  but  this 
is  not  advisable  unless  you  haw  an 
attractive  shower  cubicle.) 

A  standard  cubicle  measures  700mm 
fry  700mm.  For  comfort,  you  should  allow 
the  same  area  again  for  space  to  dry. 
Mixer  showers,  which  draw  cold  water 
from  the  loft  risrem.  need  a  minimum 
head  of  water  —  between  bOOm  and 


I.OUOm  —  so  are  unsuitable  for  attics. 
Windowless  rooms  may  also  need  an 
extractor  fan. 

Electric  showers  start  as  cheap  as  £50. 
nuxers  and  power  showers  from  £250 
while  £500  will  get  you  power  and 
sophistication.  Installation  costs  will  de¬ 
pend  on  accessibility  but  are  likely  to  be 
several  hundred  pounds. 

Do  not  skimp  on  shower  doors  and 
panels  (£200- £400).  Cheap  plastic  will 
bend  and  leak.  Power  showers  m 
particular,  need  well-scaled  units.  ’ 


|  PROPERTY  NEW 


■  PROPERTY  prices  are 
probably  the  last  thing  on  a 
prospective  Labour  MFs 
mind  at  the  moment  but 
according  to  agents  D&ontons 
in  Pimlico,  central  London,, 
they  may  be  in  for  a  shock. 
Property  prices  and  rentals 
around  Westminster  have  al¬ 
most  tripled  since  Labour  was 
Iasi  in  government  and  there 
aze  few  properties  to  be  had. 
Dauntons  estimates  that  a 
Pimlico  pied-d-terre  would 
sell  for  £89,000  today  — 
nearly  £60,000  more  than  in 
May  1979. 

■  COUNTRY  house  prices  in 
Hampshire  continue  to  rise, 
according  to  agents  John  D. 
Wood,  with  many  exceeding 
prices  last  seen  in  the  late 
1980s.  Demand  from  London 
buyers,  and  lack  of  suitable 
properties,  means  prices  of 
period  family  houses  over 
£350,000  have  increased  by  5 
per  cent  to  10  per  cent  since 
January  this  year. 

■  Faith  LEGG  House,  near 
Waterford  southeast  Ireland, 
is  for  sale  by  tender  through 
Hamilton  Osborne  King  on 
April  24.  Built  in  1783  by 
Cornelius  Brown  MP.  (he 
estate  now  includes  a  champ¬ 
ionship  golf  course  and  chib 
house,  and  development  land, 
it  is  for  sale  as  a  whole  or  hi 
lots.  Details  from  Hamilton 
Osbourne  King  on  00  353  I 
6760251. 

■  ONE-BEDROOM  period 
flats  in  South  Kensington. 
London  are  being  snapped  up 
by  affluent  young  profession¬ 
als,  according  to  Peter 
Rollings  at  agents  Foxtons.  A 
flat  valued  at  £160.000  in 
January  1995  came  onto  the 
market  at  £220000  at  the  end 
of  last  month,  and  within  a 
week  had  five  offers  meeting 
the  asking  price. 
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BATH  Superb  properdee  to  let 


CVBtSLEV  Bama.  GeoiptaA  enu- 
ny  bee,  A  bad,  4  twUi.  P/V.acriv 


THE  SUNDAYTTMES 


PRIVATE 
ADVERTISING 
OPENING  TIMES 


Monday-Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Sunday 


9am-8pm 


9am6pm 


9am4pm 


iqam^pm 


TEL*  (H71 481 4000  FAX'  0171 782  7799 


Two  1  bedroom  US  nth 
£300  pw  each. 

0976292076 

(Week  days  only) 


RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


English  Courtyard  have  a  limited  number  of  luxury 
retirement  houses  &  flats  available  at:- 

Eas*  Istey,  Berkshire  -  Puddletown,  Dorset 
Taunton,  Somerset  -  Torquay,  Devon 

Frirvs  from  £7?.R5l»  ii>  £165.000 

Freephone  0806  220858  quoiip;  ref  NM 

HnlUttl  Sitrrt  X  No/ldHtl  «fnrrf 

HrO*IOyrti*B  WX  j  LT  krOvn»i:lu*  V.  ft  4LT 
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CORNWALL 

Chy  An  Eglos,  Marazun.  Georgian  Grade  II  Bsted  village  house  with 
views  to  the  sea  and  St  Michaels  Mount  in  luahfy  landscaped 
gardens  with  a  bathing  pavilion  and  a  1«L5  metre  Indoor  heated  pool 
surrounded  by  tropical  plants.  Seven  bedrooms,  three  bathrooms 
(two  ensuite),  tour  reception  rooms,  playroom,  fitted  kitchen,  flower  ‘ 
room  and  laundry  room.  Garage,  outbuildings.  About  £425,000 
(Knight  Frank,  01392  4321 11) 

LONDON 
20,  Upper  Brook 
Street  Mayfair  W1. 

Restored  six  storey 
Georgian  house  with 
a  spot  level  Italtenste  . 
garden  and  a  36fl 
Indoor  swimming 
pool,  with  counter 
current  Jet  and  a 
gymnasium  area.  Five 
bedrooms  (all  with 
ensuito  baths),  four 
reception  rooms,  lift; 
kitchen,  two  staff 
bedrooms  and 
bathrooms, 
chauffeurs  fiat 

and  mews 
ig.  About - 

£5.85m  for  a  101  year 
lease  (WethereJI, 

□171  483  6935  and 
De  Groat  Coflis  0171 
2358090} 


MIDDLESEX 

Recently  renovated  house  in  a  third  of  an  acre  garden  wfth  an  indoor 
swimming  pool  complex,  Including  a  36ft  heated  pool,  Jacuzzi 
shower-room  and  sauna.  Six  bedrooms,  five  bathrooms  (tour  ensuite), 
maids  room,  tour  reception  rooms,  30ft  bffliard  room,  luxury  fitted 
Mtohen/bteekfast  room  and  butlers  pantry.  Barbecue  house  and 
double  garage.  About  £1 2m  (Knight  Frank,  0171  824  81.71) 

CHEHYL  TAYLOR 


Forget  foreign  holidays  -  more  people  are  staying  at  home  and  renting  a  little  house  in  the  coun^y 


DES  JENSON 


A  cottage 
industry 
at  its  best 


More  and  more  people 
are  doing  it  —  last  year 
was  a  good  year  and  on 
early  indications,  1997 
looks  set  to  be  pretty  busy.  Taking  a 
short  break  or  summer  holiday  in  a 
self-catering  cottage  is  increasingly 
popular.  Whereas  once  the  idea  of  a 
"holiday  home"  conjured  up  thoughts 
of  damp  and  rather  spartan  accom¬ 
modation.  there  has  been  a  move 
upmarket  to  provide  a  home  from 
home,  so  now  you  get  roses  round  the 
door  and  all  mod  cons. 

The  choice  is  diverse  ranging  from 
thatched  cottages  to  castles  and 
quaint  seaside  homes  to  country 

houses  with  swimming  _ 

pools.  Simon  Tregoning, 
one  of  the  partners  in 
Classic  Cottages,  a  Cor¬ 
nish-based  company 
whose  bookings  leapt  by 
18  per  cent  last  year,  says: 

“There  is  'a  sway  against 
being  packaged  abroad 
and  people  are  looking  at 
taking  a  holiday  in  their 
own  country." 

If  you  have  an  attrac¬ 
tive  village  dr  country 
property  —  whether  ae- 
quired  as  an  investment, 
inherited  from  a  great  aunt  or  a 
weekend  retreat  that  is  no  longer 
much  used  —  it  could  wed  prove  a 
valuable  asset  as  a  holiday  cottage. 

On  top  of  the  income  that  can  be 
generated  from  letting  the  property, 
there  are  a  number  of  significant  tax 
advantages  worth  exploring  if  you 
plan  to  turn  your  second  home  into  a 
small  holiday  business. 

And  if  you’re  thinking  about  letting 
the  house  or  cottage  through  a 
specialist  holiday  company,  now  is 
the  time  to  contact  them  as  many  are 
assessing  new  properties  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  their  1998  brochures  that  will 
be  launched  this  autumn. 

Using  a  holiday  letting  company 
relieves  owners  of  advertising  die 
property,  arranging  bookings  and 
dealing  with  payments.  But  what  you 
cannot  hand  over  is  the  responsibility 
for  cleaning  up  between  guests  and 
keeping  die  property  up  to  scratch. 

If  you  want  your  cottage  accepted 
by  one  of  die  glossier,  more  upmarket 
letting  companies  be  prepared  for  a 


There  is 
a  sway 
against 
being 
packaged 
abroad 


thorough  vetting  and  hatting  to  spend 
some  money  on  fixtures  and  fittings 
to  meet  high  standards.  Some  will 
present  owners  with  a  daunting  list  of 
requirements  so  you  can  forget  about 
palming  off  that  old  swirly  carpet  for 
the  sitting  room  or  some  dated 
crockery  for  the  kitchen. 

Nick  House,  managing  director  of 
die  selective  Rural  Retreats  letting 
group,  rejects  four  out  of  five  proper¬ 
ties  he  looks  at,  while  Leonard  Rees, 
who  runs  Quality  Cottages  in  Wales, 
says  that  of  360  houses  he  was  offered 
las!  year,  he  took  only  36. 

“We  used  to  put  old  things  into 
rented  houses  and  buy  new  for  our 

_ own.  Now  we  buy  new  for 

the  cottage  and  we  keep 
the  old,"  says  Jenny  Burr, 
owner  of  Fowlers  Cottage 
in  Sussex,  a  picturesque 
beamed  house  that  dates 
from  the  15th  century.  At 
the  peak  of  the  holiday 
season  if  costs  £465  a 
week  to  book  Fowlers. 

Mrs  Burr  bas  rented 
out  Fowlers  for  ten  years 
through  English  Country 
Cottages.  "I  knew  it 
would  let  easily  but  I 
loathed  the  idea  to  start 
with.  Now  I  don’t  like  it  if  it  is  empty.” 
she  says.  She  would  not  contemplate 
managing  the  lettings  herself.  "I 
would  never  get  the  bookings  and 
could  not  afford  to  advertise.  This 
way  we  also  avoid  the  hassle  of 
handling  deposits  and  payments." 

With  the  increased  popularity  of 
short  winter  'breaks  and  new  year 
bookings,  a  holiday  cottage  can  earn 
its  keep  year-round,  especially  if  it  is 
in  one  of  the  honeypot  areas  such  as 
the  Cotswolds  or  the  West  Country. 
Last  year  English  Country  Cottages, 
one  of  the  largest  companies  in  the 
market,  reported  a  20  per  cent 
increase  in  winter  season  bookings. 

Commission  charged  by  letting 
agents  varies.  English  Country  Cot¬ 
tages  charges  commission  of  25  per 
cent  on  the  total  rental  price  while 
Classic  Cottages,  with  320  properties 
across  Devon  and  Cornwall,  charges 
235  per  cent  Quality  Cottages,  which 
has  around  150-' properties  along  the 
Welsh  coastline,  charges  305  per 
cent.  Rural  Retreats  charges  a  heftier 


33  per  cent  rising  to  48  per  cent, 
though  this  includes  property  man¬ 
agement  —  cleaning  and  replenish¬ 
ing  food  hampers  and  toiletries  that 
are  standard  in  all  the  houses. 

On  top  of  commission  charges,  the 
letting  company  will  also  levy  an 
annual  or  one-off  registration  fee  of 
around  £100.  Other  costs  include 
public  liability  insurance  for  the 
property,  which  will  mean  a  slightly 


higher  premium  than  usual  for 
buildings  and  contents  insurance. 

One  benefit  for  owners  who  use  a 
letting  company  is  that  they  are  less 
likely  to  lose  out  if  a  booking  is 
cancelled  and  will  receive  between  75 
and  100  per  cent  of  the  income  for  the 
period  concerned. 

Advertising  in  a  glossy  brochure 
alongside  a  lot  of  other  attractive 
houses  may  not  appeal  to  ah.  not  least 


Jenny  Burr  at  Fowlers  Cottage.  “I  hated  the  idea  of  renting  at  first  but  now  I  hate  it  when  it’s  empty" 


because  your  house,  however  charm¬ 
ing,  is  up  against  stiff  opposition 
from  other  properties. 

Putting  an  ad  with  a  photo  in  die 
post  office  window  may  offer  greater 
exclusivity  but  a  probable  viewing 
public  of  three  men  and  a  dog.  Many 
holiday  companies  advertise  and 
market  their  brochures  widely  and 
groups  such  as  English  Country 
Cottages  also  sell  their  brochures 
through  branches  of  WH  Smith  and 
Salisbury's. 

In  addition,  many  of  the  holiday 
companies  are  tapping  into  the 
growing  demand  from  customers 
outside  the  UK.  marketing  properties 
through  agencies  in  the  US  and 
Europe.  Classic  Cottages  and  Rural 
Retreats  estimate  that  10  per  cent  of 
their  bookings  come  from  customers 
abroad. 

If  you  do  decide  to  sign  up.  don't 
start  planning  your  retirement 
straight  away.  Many  houses  take  a 
couple  of  years  to  reach  their  peak 
helped  by  repeat  bookings  apd 
recommendations  from  previous  sat¬ 
isfied  customers. 


Fowlers  Cottage  in  Sussex  costs  £465  a  week  to  rent  in  peak  season 


Clare  Stewart 

•  Quality  Cottages.  OI348  837874.  English 
Count rv  Cottages  (also  for  Wales. 
Scotland  arid  Inland).  0t32S 864292. 
Classic  Cottages.  01326 565656.  Rural 
Retreats, 01386701177.  .  v 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  -  Marlow  About  2.92  ha  (7.2  acres) 

An  impressive  country  house  in  a  commanding  hillside  setting  with  extensive  views  to  the 
west  over  the  Thames.  4  beds,  2  baths,  shower  no,  recep  halL  2  receps,  kit  b'fast  rm,  garden 
rm,  studio,  further  kit  &  bath,  db!e  garage,  swimming  pool,  terraced  gardens,  woodland. 
OXFORD;  01 865  311522  HEAD  OFFICE-  0171-493  4106 


RIVER  HOUSE 
W6 


A  charming  late 
17th/earty  18th  century 
house  with  commanding 
southerly  views  of  the 
Thames  and  a  4875m  - 
(160ft)  garden. 

5  bedrooms, 

2  dressing  rooms, 

3  bathrooms, 

3  reception  rooms, 
kitchen,  laundry  room, 

cloakroom, 

off-street  parking. 


Freehold 

Price  Guide:  £875,000 


KENSINGTON: 

0171-7270705 


CLOUDESDALE 
ROAD,  SW17 

On  the 
Heaver  Estate 
off  Ritherdon  Road, 
a  charming  house  with 
a  south  west  facing 
garden  and  passible 

loft  conversion 
(subject  to  consents). 

4  beds,  bath,  2  receps. 

kitchen,  utility  rm, 
celiac  2  lotos,  garden. 

Freehold 

£235,000 

WANDSWORTH: 

0181-8713033 


JOHN  D  WOOD  &  CO 


London  and  Country  Estate  Agents 


Established  1872 


v.-  >v !  --  C  v'-m  i 


HAMPSHIRE  -  Bentley  For  sale  as  a  whole 

'  Ftrmham  3  mites  Altcm4mda 

A  classic  William  and  Mary  country  bouse  with  bter  additions  set  in  gardens  of  national  repute. 
7  bedrooms,  6  bathrooms,  reception  hall.  5  reception  rooms,  integral  3  bedroom  flat. 

5  cottages,  garages,  outstanding  gardens  with  paddock,  arable  and  pasture  IoxkL 
About  9M  ha  CELS  acres). 

FARNHAM:  01252  737115  HEAD  OFFICE:  0171-493  4106 


LONDON  OFFICES 

COUNTRY  OFFICES 

BATTERSEA: 

0171-228  0174 

HEAD  OFFICE: 

0171-493  4106 

BELGRAVIA: 

0171-730  9854 

CIRENCESTER: 

01285642244 

CHELSEA: 

-  0171-3521484 

EAST  GRINSTEAD: 

01342326326 

FULHAM: 

0171-731  4223 

FARNHAM: 

01252  737115 

KENSINGTON: 

0171-7270705 

LYMINGTON: 

01590  677233 

MAYFAIR: 

0171-4080055 

NEWBURY: 

01635  523225 

ST  JOHN'S  WOOD: 

0171-722  5556 

OXFORD 

01865  311522 

WANDSWORTH: 

0181-8713033 

WINCHESTER: 

01962  863131 

WIMBLEDON: 

0181-944  7172 

HONGKONG:  008522872^46 

isssssa 

lettings  and  management 

To  Jet  your  house  or  flab  Central  London  0271-491 4311 

North  London  0171-722  3336  Wimbledon  Sc  Sumy  0181-946  9447 
South  of  the  M4  01256  398004  Norfli  of  the  M4  01865  311522 

SURREY  -  Charlwood  Available  as  a  whole  or  lot  1  only 
A  Grade  II*  manor  house  on  the  edge  of  the  village.  Lot  1: 6  bed  house, 
adjoining  2  bed  cottage,  gdn,  grass  tennis  ct,  swim  pool  about  1.49  lu  (3.7  acres). 

Lot  7i  bam,  outbuildings,  paddocks,  about  627  ha  <155  acres). 

EAST  GRINSTEAP:  01342  326326  HEAD  OFFICE:  0171-493  4106 


SPRIMONT  PLACE, 
Chelsea,  SW3 


In  a  wide  sunny  street 
between  S3oanc  Avenue 
and  Chelsea  Green,  a 
wed-arranged  house 
approached  via  pretty 
communal  gardens. 

3/4  bedrooms, 

2  bathrooms, 

2/3  reception  rooms, 
kitchen,  cloakroom, 
small  private  garden, 

2  communal  gardens. 
Underground  parking 
available  to  rent. 


Freehold 

£6954)00 


CHELSEA: 
0171-352 1484 


■  jK  o* 


NORTH 

r  SOMERSET, 

“  ‘  ™  Claptort  in  Gordano 
Bristol  8  miles 
An  appealing  house 

on  a  prestigious 
private  road. 

S/7  beds,  dressing  rm, 
4  bafts,  rccep  hall, 
3/5  receps,  kitchen, 
large  playxxn, 
dble  garage, 
office  Outbuildings, 

gardens  &  grounds. 
About  202  ha  (5  arses). 

Price  Guide 
£700,00 

CIRENCESTER: 
01285  642244 


L 
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Martin  Bell,  the  ‘white  knight’  and  son  of  a  farmer/writer,  would  do  well  to  heed  his  father’s  words  as  the  electioneering  mud  flies 


If  you  watched  Martin  Bell,  the 
television  war  reporter  turned  fright¬ 
ened  white  mouse,  as  the  press  gril¬ 
led  him  on  his  election  intentions  in 
Patron,  you  might  wonder  why  he  was 
doing  it.  Why  should  an  individual  as 
n  ml  possessed  of  a  rarional  mind  as 
Beii  throw  himself  unarmed  into  a  fight 
he  can  never  win.  whatever  the  outcome7 
IF  he  gains  the  seal,  he  wiU  be  lumbered 
with  a  parliamentary  career  he  does  not 
want;  if  he  loses  he  will  never  be  allowed 
to  live  it  down.  Poor  Martin;  it’s  all  a  long 
way  from  the  comparative  peace  of  his 
father’s  Suffolk  farm. 

Ebrgive  any  attempts  at  amateur 
psychology,  but  for  an  explanation  of 
recent  events  in  his  life  —  “there  are  some 
things  in  life  that  you  don’t  enjoy  doing . 
but  sometimes  like  having  done:  1  think  it 
might  turn  out  to  be  one  of  those”  —  the 
temptation  is  to  examine  the  blood  that 
flows  through  Martin  Bell,  a  few  drops  of 
which  famously  remain  in  Bosnia. 

His  late  father.  Adrian  Bell,  has  been 
an  inspiration  to  me.  and  to  readers  of 
rural  literature  of  the  middle  years  of  this 
century.  He  worked  his  small  East 


Beware  of  the  Tatton  turnips 


Anglian  farm  at  a  time  when  a  flood  of 
writers  were  answering  an  irresistible 


call  to  the  land.  Among  them  was  Henry 
Williamson,  who  farmed  in  Norfolk,  and 
the  literary  critic  and  philosopher  John 
Middleton  Murray,  whose  distinguished 
work.  The  Conquest  of  Death,  may  be 
great  reading  for  some,  but  for  me  there 
are  more  laughs  in  his  Community 
Farm,  an  account  of  an  idealistic  attempt 
at  socialist  farming.  It  foundered,  inci¬ 
dentally,  when  his  idle  fellow  workers 
found  that  no  amount  of  socialist  thought 
could  make  light  of  the  filthy  business  of 
harvesting  roots  in  a  wet  October.  Mane 
and  mangelwurzds  did  not  mix. 

1  have  heard  it  said  that  this  remark¬ 
able  trio  of  farmer/writers.  Bell  (who  also 
compiled  crosswords  for  The  Times 
while  driving  his  Fordson  tractor), 
Williamson  and  Middleton  Murray, 
would  generally  meet  at  Beccles  livestock 
market  Oh.  to  have  been  a  blowfly 


buzzing  around  the 
cattle  ring  as  these 
three  minds  mulled 
over  the  philosophy 
of  farming  or,  more 
likely,  cow  prices. 

I  have  no  idea 
whether  Martin  Bell 
enjoyed  his  child¬ 
hood  on  the  farm, 
and  having  once 
mentioned  it  briefly  1 
did  not  get  a  re¬ 
sponse  as  from  a 
man  for  whom  a 
rural  upbringing  PAUL 

counted  for  much.  It 
worried  me.  because  I.  too,  have  farmed 
and  written  with  a  family  tumbling 
along  in  the  boiling  agricultural  wake, 
and  am  now  beginning  to  wonder  exactly 
which  sins  of  the  father  will  eventually  be 
visited  on  the  children.  Martin  Bell  may 


DOWN  TO  EARTH 


PAUL  HEINEY 


be  asking  himself  a 

similar  question,  if 
“sometimes  we  have 
to  get  off  our  back¬ 
sides  and  help 
people”  can  be  seen 
as  die  visitation  of  a 
parental  sin- 
Reading  Adrian 
Bell's  The  Budding 
Morrow,  a  vivid  per¬ 
sonal  account  of  war¬ 
time  farming,  des¬ 
pite  its  twee  title,  it  is 
dearthat  Bell  Sr.  like 
EINEY  son.  was  a  tom  man: 

“Even  in  the  engross¬ 
ing  task  of  writing;  if  f  had  composed  a 
sonnet  to  rank  with  Shakespeare’s,  and  it 
was  running  through  my  head,  and  1 
saw  Strawberry  looking  into  a  dry  water 
trough.  I  should  have  to  risk  forgetting  it 
to  carry  a  pail  to  the  cow." 


It  should  come  as  no  surprise  that  a  man 
who  would  not  rank  his  own  creative 
powers  above  the  brief  thirst  of  a  cow, 
should  sire  a  principled  son  who  would 
say  that  ~I  could  think  of  lots  of  reasons 
for  saying  this  is  none  of  my  business. .  .** 
and  men.  through  determination  to  do 
the  right  thing,  stick  his  neck  so  far  out  as 
to  be  in  grave  risk  of  decapitation. 

There  may  be  simpler  reasons.  We 
are  told  by  Bell  Sn  “I  send  Martin 
across  to  take  the  apple  that  is 
slowly  being  brought  fonh.  not  from 
either  pockei  this  time,  but  from  under 
his  hat.  Martin  is  expectant,  not  knowing 
quite  what  Mr  Meriy  is  fumbling  after  in 
that  old  relic  ’Father.*  He  comes  running 
after  me.  ‘Mr  Merry  had  an  apple  in  his 
hat’  Martin  bites  into  the  apple.  A 
thought  strikes  me:  a  mental  picture  of 
the  inside  of  that  hat.  ‘Martin.*  1  call, 
‘here  a  minute.’  But  he  has  already  taken 


three  more  bites.  Ill  not  tell  his  mother.” 

As  a  self-confessed  “hopeless  roman¬ 
tic".  was  it  always  intended  that  Martin 
Bell  should  take  a  bite  of  any  Tempting 
apple,  even  the  poisoned  one  in  Tatton? 

I  wish  him  well:  he  is  an  intelligent 
man  capable  of  ploughing  deep  furrow's 
who  will  have  great  difficulty  in  the  thin 
soils  of  politics.  Doubtless  it  will  be  a  ride 
as  bumpy  as  any  his  father  experienced 
on  a  tractor.  There  will  be  much  mud 
slung  in  the  next  few  weeks  and.  if  it  is 
any  help  to  the  younger  Bell  it  might  be 
in  rhe  words  of  his  father,  who  wrote 
after  a  muddy  day's  work '  pulling 
turnips:  “1  take  no  responsibility  for  die 
children  beyond  their  bodily  safety. 
‘Nothing  will  dean  you/ 1  tell  them,  ‘but 
the  mangel-scraper.’  Anyhow,  mud  is 
comparative.  A  speck  or  two  can  be  a 
tragedy  on  some  occasions:  when  you  are 
splashed  from  head  to  foot  you  forget 
abour  it  ft  is  vety  unpleasant  at  the 
beginning.  A  thorough  baptism  is  the 
only  thing;  complete  immersion,  and  that 
comes  soon  enough.  Thereafter  one  flops 
sfraighr  through  anything.”  Tread  care¬ 
fully  through  the  turnips.  Martin. 


The  wilderness-like  Cairngorms,  scene  of  a  bitter  battle  between  the  promoters  of  a  mountain  funicular  railway  and  environmental  groups 

Fast  track  to  conflict 

In  the  Cairngorms,  a  funicular  railway  for  skiers  has  been  given  the  go-ahead,  to  the  fury  of 
environmentalists.  Here  we  outline  the  two  sides  of  a  dispute  with  a  much  wider  resonance 


Plans  for  a  funicular  railway 
hauled  by  cable  along  a  6ft- 
wide  zip  up  the  front  of  Cairn 
Gorm  mountain  outraged 
some  environmentalists,  but  now  the 
scheme  has  the  blessing  of  Scottish 
Natural  Heritage  (SNH),  the  Govern¬ 
ment  agency  and  arbiter  on  Scottish 
environmental  issues.  Supporters  in¬ 
sist  this  should  allow  the  project  to 
proceed  without  a  costly  and  delaying 
public  inquiry. 

Earlier  objections  by  SNH  were 
withdrawn  after  reaching  a  legally 
binding  agreement  with  the  developer. 
Cairngorm  Chairlift  Company:  the 
landowner.  Highland  and  Islands 
Enterprise;  and  the  planning  author¬ 
ity,  Highland  CoundL  The  Section  50 
agreement  should  ensure  that  the 
natural  heritage  of  Cairngorm  and  the 
sensitive  areas  dose  to 
the  funicular  track  are 
safeguarded.  The  raif- 
way,  costing  more 
than  £17  million,  will  -  • 

replace  the  chairlift.  :  •  By 
which  has  taken  ski- 
ers  and  summer  visi- 
tors  up  the  mountain  ' ' 

for  the  past  36  years  -j  £*.  i 
and  has  reached  the  — 

end  of  its  lifespan. 

After  considering 
the  alternatives  and  I  lie  U 
having  lengthy  negoti¬ 
ations  with  groups  in-  will  my 
volved.  the  lift  com-  &  # 

party  opted  for  the  o  J-fic 
funicular.  It  says  this  “  * 

will  whisk  1.200  skiers  pYTtP 

an  hour  up  the  maun- 

tain,  more  than  dou-  . -  - 

ble  die  present  maxi- 
mum.  The  trip  will  take  four  and  a  half 
minutes,  against  the  17  rmnutes  taken 
by  the  present  chairlift,  and  the 

railway,  with  its  two-metre  wide  track, 
will  be  less  vulnerable  to  the  rugn 
winds  that  can  sweep  the  fare  of  Catm 
Gorm.  In  summer,  the  funicular  will 
be  fitted  with  seats  and  cruise  more 
slowly  along  its  tracks  to  give  visitors 
more  of  a  “Highland  experience 
The  ski  area  occupies  !  per  cent  of 
Caimeonn’s  167.500  acres  and  has  an 
establfshed  network  of  17  lifts  and  tows, 
Sd  by  up  to  200,000  skiers  in  winter 
About  50.000  visitors  use  the  chairlift 
£  summer,  and  the .  system  helps 
underpin  2500  tourism  jobs  in 
Soevside.  where  the  lift  company  is  the 
area’s  second  largest  emplqyer  , 

Now  the  environmental  ^menas 


The  funicular 
will  give  visitors 
a  Highland 
experience’ 


the  scheme  is  necessary  and  viable. 
They  claim  cross-party  support  so 
even  a  change  of  government  should 
not  jeopardise  their  expectations. 

Approaches  are  now  being  made  to 
private  and  public  sources  in  Britain 
and  Europe  to  fund  the  funicular,  with 
the  aim  of  starting  work  in  spring  1998. 

The  developers  say  disturbance  will 
be  kept  to  a  minimum  during  construc¬ 
tion,  with  helicopters  used  to  transport 
materials  and  any  disturbed  ground 
reinstated.  But  the  rift  remains  with 
those  who  object  to  the  crowds, 
machinery  and  erosion  that  develop¬ 
ment  inevitably  attracts  to  sensitive 
wilderness  areas.  The  thousands  who 
enjoy  skiing  believe  that  when  develop¬ 
ment  is  concentrated  in  one,  relatively 
small  area  it  is  a  price  worth  paying. 

Roger  Crofts,  the  chief  executive  of 
Scottish  Natural  Heri- 
jjjgygMtojEl  tage,  said  the  deal  was 

legally  enforceable 
IPKkHB  and  met  Government 

^  obligations  under  the 

fPE*  EC  habitats  directive. 

-  •\€§r^  The  claimed  "better 
-Ha  ;V  alternative"  of  a 

G  lenmore  Gondola, 
v“  f\  proposed  by  the 

.  -.4u.iL  RSPB.  the  National 

— ~  --  ■  Trust  for  Scotland  and 

other  objectors,  was 
lirillflr  rejected  as  flawed  by 

U  A  the  chairlift  company, 

xricitrvrc  1*  53 ys  the  scheme 

VlollvJla  would  be  more  envi- 

i  _  ronmemaJly  intrusive. 

LlcLnU  on  jand  notified  by 

,  SNH  as  a  Site  of 

ence  Special  Scientific  In¬ 

terest-  It  would  also 
"  affect  part  of  the 

mountain  where  there  was  no  skiing. 
More  significantly,  the  gondola  plan 
would  not  prevent  passengers  walking 
from  the  lop  station  out  on  to  the 
sensitive  areas  that  need  protection. 

The  funicular  railway  would 
rise  more  than  1,400ft  from  the 
present  car  park,  via  a  new 
middle  station  with  a  new 
restaurant,  to  the  Ptarmigan  top  sta¬ 
tion  beneath  the  4,GS4ft  summit  of 
Cairn  Gorm.  The  final  800ft  would  be 
through  a  tunnel,  avoiding  the  funicu¬ 
lar  breaking  the  skyline. 

At  rhe  Ptarmigan,  a  second.  250-seat 
restaurant  is  planned,  with  an  inter¬ 
pretive  centre  giving  visitors  an  insight 
into  the  history  and  ecology  of  the 
Cairngorms  and.  on  a  fine  day.  superb 
views  across  Speyside. 


supporters  crucially  important  that  the  Ptarmigan 

building  the  fumcufarwillm  ^  woulj  have  no  summertime  exit  for 

be  brought  BIB  visitors.  Only  the  emergency  services 

of  £16.5  million  would  have  easy  access  to  the  sensidve 

£  plateau  area.  An>wie*®nuilgwclimb 


building  the  funicular 

sssrsu?™ 
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Cairn  Gorm  would  have  to  start  at  the 
bottom  —  on  foot. 

Ronald  Faux 


It  is  the  simplest  of  issues,  but 
bureaucrats  have  strewn  its  path 
with  reports:  politicians,  council¬ 
lors  and  other  vested  interests 
have  sought  to  layer  it  with  complex¬ 
ities;  even  the  conservation  lobby  was 
deluded  into  campaigning  for  a  lesser 
evil,  a  gondola  instead  of  a  funicular 
railway,  on  the  grounds  that  it  would 
lessen  the  impact  of  skiing. 

I  don’t  buy  any  of  it.  I  acknowledge 
only  this  fundamental:  is  the  landscape 
of  the  Cairngorms  worthy  of  our 
highest  conservation  endeavours,  giv¬ 
en  that  its  vast  Arctic-Alpine  bulk  is  the 
one  massif  in  our  country  deserving  of 
the  accolade  “unique"? 

I  align  myself  with  overwhelming 
international  scientific  and  conserva¬ 
tion  opinion  which  has  answered  yes  to 
that  question  and  urged  us  to  treat  the 
Cairngorms  accord¬ 
ingly.  If  you  believe 
that,  then  sluing  can 
play  no  part.  No  funic- 
ular.  no  gondola,  no 
car  parks,  roads, 
building.  Nothing. 

The  Arctic  plateaux 
of  the  Cairngorms  are 
the  most  fragile  of 
environments;  charac¬ 
teristic  wildlife  com¬ 
munities,  like  the 
dotrerel  breeding  TllC  \ 

grounds.  wiU  be  tram¬ 
pled  underfoot,  and  pnrnrr 

possibly  obliterated  by  1 111 

skiing  development.  i 

A  funicular  railway  Will  DC 
is  not  a  means  of  safe-  j, 

guarding  the  moun-  UUUt 

tain;  it  is  not  even  a  ^ 
means  of  improving 
the  quality  of  the  skiing;  it  is  a  means  of 
making  money  out  of  tourism. 

Thai  Scottish  Natural  Heritage’s 
(SNHI  satisfaction  with  the  funicular's 
revised  arrangements  for  visitor  man¬ 
agement  means  one  of  two  things: 
either  it  values  tourism  above  the 
single  most  spectacularly  natural  piece 
of  heritage  in  Scotland  (in  which  case 
the  SNH  has  no  right  to  exist  and 
should  resign),  or  it  is  too  enfeebled  to 
fight  No  other  explanation  seems  cred¬ 
ible.  If  the  one  agency  charged  with 
advising  the  Government  on  nature 
conservation  cannot  mount  the  longest, 
loudest  defence  of  the  Cairngorms,  of 
all  places,  what  is  the  point  of  it? 

I  am  against  all  skiing  in  the 
Cairngorms.  The  landscape  matters 
too  much.  It  matters  not  because  of 
what  you  or  1  can  get  out  of  it  (and  at  its 
besr  its  spiritual  and  physical  rewards 
are  mighty  forces  in  tile  body  of  a 
susceptible  mortal),  but  for  its  own 
sake. 

The  developers,  even  the  Govern¬ 
ment  which  inflicted  skiing  on  the 
Cairngorms  in  the  first  place  through 
the  Highlands  and  Islands  Develop¬ 
ment  Board,  wheel  out  the  jobs  card. 
Yet  it  has  always  been  a  fickle  and 


‘The  wildlife 
communities 
will  be  trampled 
underfoot* 


unreliable  employer.  You  don’t  make  a 
fortune  in  the  Highlands  when  your 
enterprise  is  dependent  on  the  weather. 

Is  there  a  better  way?  1  think  so,  one 
which  puts  the  landscape  first,  creates 
reliable  jobs  for  all  time,  and  could 
even  save  the  face  of  SNH. 

Suppose  SNH  is  infiltrated  by  a 
more  enlightened-  leadership  than  it 
enjoys,  a  passionately  Scottish  one  as 
opposed  to  the  passion-free  and  un- 
Scottish  incumbents;  true  champions 
of  a  native  landscape  are  the  natives. 

The  first  step  freezes  the.funicular  in 
its  tracks.  Tlie  second  step  is  to 
commission  one  more  study,  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  employment  in  a  nationally 
funded  Cairngorms- wide  programme 
of  rolling  conservation,  a  benchmark 
which  would  establish  more  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  cause  of  nature  conserva¬ 
tion  than  we  have  ever 
dared  to  contemplate. 
In  such  an  endeavour 
is  also  to  be  found  the 
key  which  will  unlock 
the  regeneration  of  ru¬ 
ral  communities, 
without  unflanering 
and  slavish  addiction 
to  tourism. 

When  this  study 
demonstrates  the  un¬ 
deniable  long-term 
j  Id  life  advantages  for  the 

Cairngorms  land- 
scape  and  its  people. 
II  uucs  SNH  goes  back  to  the 

orv» r%\c*A  Government  (a  Soot- 

dmpiea  tish  parliament  will 

j  «  have  been  in  place  for 

IOOL  some  time  by  now). 

points  out  past  errors, 
and  argues  with  the 
force  and  passion  of  which  it  will  now 
be  capable  that  skiing  should  be 
abandoned  in  the  Cairngorms,  that 
Cairn  Gorm  itself  should  be  closed  for 
20  years  while  the  mountain  is  restored 
and  given  time  to  heal,  that  the  Scottish 
Parliament  commits  itself  to  a  100-year 
programme  of  management  of  the 
Cairngorms  in  which  nature  conserva¬ 
tion  will  be  the  overriding  concern. 


A  locally  recruited  workforce 
will  be  trained  in  every  aspect 
of  mountain  and  pinewood 
conservation,  and  have  jobs 
for  life  if  they  want  them,  because 
continuity  will  be  crucial  to  the 
enterprise. 

So  rhe  landscape  is  in  better  heart, 
the  communities  round  its  fringes  are 
in  better  heart  and  have  a  stake  in  the 
landscape’s  well-being.  And  people  as 
a  species  have  begun  to  look  at  the 
Cairngorms  as  an  opportunity  to  put 
hack  something  of  what  has  been 
removed. 

None  oF  all  this  will  happen  unless 
we  want  it  badly  enough.  That’s  all  that 
stands  in  our  way. 

Jim  Crumley 


SvTT  ■■■ ; 


Male  wrens  build  as  many  as  five  of  their  domed  nests  in  different  parts  of  their  territory 


THIS  IS  a  busy  I 
month  for  male 
wrens.  These  tiny 
birds  of  the  undergrowth  are 
singing  furiously  to  warn  off 
other  males  from  approaching 
their  territory,  and  will  face 
them  defiantly  with  lifted, 
quivering  wings  if  they  come 
too  near.  Sometimes,  two 
males  will  fight  over  a  bound¬ 
ary,  and  you  see  them  scrab¬ 
bling  and  tumbling  together 
down  through  the  leaves. 

In  addition,  the  male  wrens 
are  building  nests  —  often  as 
many  as  five  in  different  parts 
of  their  territory.  They  are 
substantial,  domed  nests  of 
grass  and  moss,  and  are 
hidden  in  ivy.  cracks  in  sheds, 
or  in  other  camouflaged  crev¬ 
ices.  These  nests  are  called 
cocks'  nests,  and  are  used  to 
attract  females. 

If  a  female  comes  into  his 
territory,  a  male  wren  will  try 
to  conduct  her  to  one  of  the 
nests  he  has  built,  singing  in 
order  to  lead  her  on.  She  will 
inspect  it  and  after  that  may 
remain  with  him  as  his  mate. 
Later  she  may  use  the  nest  to 
lay  her  eggs. 

Many  male  wrens  remain 
monogamous  after  they  have 
been  accepted  by  a  female,  but 
some  will  end  up  with  three  or 
even  four  mates. 

They  are  so  preoccupied 
with  all  this  business  at 


FEATHER  REPORT 


present  that  it  is  easy  to  get 
dose  to  them.  They  are  not 
much  more  than  three  inches 
long,  and  when  they  have 
their  tails  cocked  they  look 
even  shorter. 

On  a  near  view,  you  can  see 
the  fine  barring  on  the  rich, 
russet-brown  leathers,  the 
white  throat,  and  the  creamy 
stripe  over  the  eye.  The  coat  of 
feathers  is  thick  and  warm, 
and  their  legs  are  sturdy. 
When  the  birds  are  nervous 
they  bob  up  and  down,  and 
when  they  sing  the  whole  body 
seems  to  shake. 

A  FEMALE  wren  will  lay  as 
many  as  ten  eggs  in  the  nest, 
tiny  white  eggs  with  red  spots. 
She  will  incubate  them  her¬ 
self.  and  will  not  get  much 
help  from  the  male  with  feed¬ 
ing  the  young.  The  adults  like 
eating  beetles,  but  the  young 
get  smaller  and  softer  insects. 
If  the  mother  finds  a  beetle 
while  foraging  for  the  young 
she  will  swallow  it  herself. 

It  is  an  amusing  sight  when 
the  young  leave  the  nest, 
putting  their  heads  out  and 
streaming  off  one  after  the 
other.  They  hide  together  in  a 
thick  hedge  at  first,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  few  weeks  before  they 
become  independent  the  male 


will  sometimes 
feed  them,  espe¬ 
cially  if  the  female 
is  starting  to  lay  another 
clutch  of  eggs.  However,  some 
females  find  a  new  mate  for 
their  second  brood,  and  then 
there  is  a  game  of  musical 
chairs  among  the  wrens  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

There  are  many  species  of 
wren  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,. but  our  wren,  whose 
scientific  name  is  troglodytes 
or  cave-dweller,  is  the  only'one 
found  in  Europe.  It  is  vety 
common  indeed  —  in  fact,  it  is 
probably  the  commonest  bird 
in  Britain,  with  perhaps  seven 
million  pairs  nesting  here. 
This  often  astonishes  people, 
because  it  is  a  furtive  bird  and 
not  so  often  noticed.  But  its 
rapid,  vibranr  song,  with  a 
passage  of  deep,  throbbing 
notes  in  the  middle  of  each 
outburst,  is  very  distinctive, 
and  if  you  get  up  at  dawn  in 
almostany  kind  of  habitat  just 
now.  it  is  likely  that  you  will 
hear  them  singing  all  around. 

Derwent  May 

•  What's  about  Birders  —  listen 
for  cuckoos  with  their  familiar 
call.  Twitchers  —  little  bitten i. 
Highbridge.  Somerset;  surf 
scoters.  Titchwell.  Norfolk; 
garganevs  everywhere.  Details 
from  Birdline ’(&> 1 700222.  Call 
cost ‘top  a  minute  cheap  rate,  SOp 
at  all  other  times. 


Gadabout  Chair 

for  only  £43.95  incp &p 


m u: 


iV  AMacforen  Ltd,  this  folding, 
portable  chair  is  ideal  for  spectator 
sports,  day  excursions,  holidays,  or 
simply  for  use  in  the  garden  or 
home.  The  useful  handle  enables 
the  Gadabout  Chair  to  be  carded 
around  like  a  walking  stick. 

Although  lightweight,  the  chair 
has  a  strong  aluminium  frame  and 
a  hard-wearing,  weather-resistant 
polypropylene  fabric  seat  and 
back.  It  weighs  only  1.5kg,  but 
with  a  wide  seat,  high  back,  two 
arm  rests  and  four  legs,  has  the 
comfort  and  stability  of  an 
armchair.  Opens  and  shuts  like  an 
umbrella  and  measures  94cm 
high  x  15cm  x  9cm 
when  folded. 

Available  in  B 

blue/white,  H 

green/white  and  I 

red/white  stripes.  ^ 

HOW  TO  ORDER  (For  U.K.  ft  Eire  only) 
Fill  in  the  coopoo  quoting  your  Access/Visa 
caul  number,  or  send  with  crossed  cheque 
or  postal  enters.  NO  CASH  please  ro. 

THE  TIMES 

GADABOUT  CHAIR  OFFER. 

J.EJH.  HOUSE. 

UTTLEMEAD.  CRAN LEIGH. 

SURREY  GU6  8ND. 

dPH<|  34  HOUR  CREDIT  CARD 
HOTLINE:  01483  268 883 
We  deliver  to  addresses  in  the  UK  only. 
Orders  BTC  normally  processed  within  4S 
hours  and  despatched  within  7  days.  Please 
allow  up  to  28  days  for  delivery.  Money 
back  guarantee  on  goods  returned  in  good 
ttjodjtjoo  within  14  days. 


OfTY  6ADftB0UTCHWR(S)»e<a8SBaiailncpap  SU>Tb(al 

_ HedWhte  Stripae _ 

Bhie/Whte  Stripes 
GreenAMtta  Stapes 


I  enclose  a  crossed  chequalPO  talus  £  (address  on  the  badO  i 
made  payable  to:  THE  TIMES  GADABOUT  CHAIR  OFFER  or  please  I 
dsbl  my  Accees/Vba  account  with  the  swn  at  £ _  ! 


My  cam  No.  Is 


Expiry  dale. _ ....... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

HTVU 

MDMrs/Ms: _ _ _ 


Postcode: - -  Stratum: _ _ _ _  ! 

i 

Send  to:  THE  TIMES  GADABOUT  CHAIR  OFFER  ' 

J.E.M.  House.  UttJemead,  Cranlelgh.  Surrey  GU6  SND.  ' 

□  nnn  A*  tm.  I  you  do  nd  «Mk>  racalw  tatws  AJllilliliMJ  ! 

Ite  Aon  Tin  7hneir  companies  appnMdoygan.  UMiulxl  J 
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SHOPAROUND 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171 680  6860 
FAX:  0171 481 9313 


Antique  Desks 

T  atpb  stock  of  nld  desks. 

Oak,  Mahogany,  Walnut  Victorian,  ' 
Edwardian,  Rolltop,  Cylinder,  Partner's, 
Dickens  and  Pedestal  Desks. 

DON  SPENCER  ANTIQUES 

36a  Market  Place,  Warwick 
Beneath  Vintage  Antique  Centre 
WARWICK  (01926)  499857or  (01926)  407989 
Mobile  0836  525755 
Old  Desks  Purchased 


Safari  Wear.  From 
G-D-S  Shirts 


100%  Cotta  DtZlMd 
otoMiriaiadhlifcuHy 
wa>Ln|eribnK 
damJhdm  Loop  or 
Snsawdi 
ACCESSIMwtuaeJ 
VISA 

BndmarirtMumw 
tan/EiMe  Mallei 
O-D-S  SHIRTS 
FREEPOST  9  THURSO 
KW147BR 
IELEPBONQPAX 
01847*95197 


LaZouche 


The  Glasses  case  foe  a H  occasions,  even  in 
the  sex  Simply  loop  over  waistband  foe  a 
secure  comfortable  fiL  Available  in  black 
leather! ook  £9.95  or  real  Leather  £19.95; 
inc  p&p.  Send  paymenrwith  order  to  La 
Zouchc,  Heath  House,  Nocton  Heath, 
Lincoln,  LM42AN. 

Please  allow  28  days  for  delivery. 


A  C  O  R  N  M  E  A  N  S 

FREEDOM 


Let  Atom  give  you  back 
the  freedom  you  once  £ 
enjoyed.  Our  sale,  reliable 
siairlifis  can  transform 
your  life.  And  they're  a 
lot  more  affordable  than 
you  might  think. 

Fur  yvur  lr«r  virion  jiuWo  10  ihousinn  j  »uiriifi, 
ur  more  information.  call  (rcrlunc 

0800  19  19  19 


G  1  V  1  V  O  L  R  l  l  I  F.  A  i  I  F  T 


The  Easybathe.. 


a  %  | 

Lt*  >  'it-  m  r 

M  mmSBSm-. 


for  those  with 
special  needs 

•  A  deep  soaking  bath 
whidi  allows  easy  access. 

•  Integral  seal  complete 
with  contoured  backrest 

•  Complete  installation 
servke  &  free  advice  line. 

•  Wide  ranee  of  colours. 


Premier  Bathrooms  • 


Ring  today  on 
0800  0180088 


’  BM4591  •  Birmingham  •  B38  8BR 


At  WHEam  Tillman  our  craftsmen  lovingly  create  . 
modem  masterpieces  that  reproduce  the  finest 
examples  of  English  18th  and  19th  century  furniture 
to  perfection.  Call  now  and  let  ns  introduce  yon  to 
quality  that  cannot  he  surpassed  anywhere. 


WILLIAM  TILLMAN 


When  only  perfection  is  ecu  cl  enough. 


30  St  James’s  Street,  London  SW1A 1HB. 
Telephone  0171 839  2500  Fas:  0171  930  8106 

1424  Ctoadi  Lae,  Barack  Green,  Kent  11115  fl,T 
.  .Tekptae  01732  883278  &E0173288U39  — 
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A  SHIRT  by 
SEYMOURS 
is  individually 
made  to  measure 

EXACT  SLEEVE  LENGTH - ✓ 

CORRECT  BODY  SEE _ S 

CHOICE  OF  COLLAR  SHAPES -V 

CHOICE  OF  FRONT  STYLES _ ✓ 

CHOICE  OF  CUFF  STYLES _ / 

CHOICE  OF  SHOULDER  FIT _ / 

CHOICE  OF  BODY  LENGTH _ .✓ 

CHOICE  OF  4 00  FABRICS _ V 

TAILS  OR  SQUARE  BOTTOMS  -✓ 
FULL  STANDARD  or  SUM  FITS  V 

AFTER  SALES  SERVICE _ ✓ 

IMPECCABLY  HAND  CUT  A  SEWN  S 
And  of  course 

THE  FINEST  QUALITY - S 

ALSO  MADE  TO 


Years  of  pain 
and  suffering 
alleviated  - 
and  just  in 

time 
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A  TRUE  STORY... 

Pensioners,  Mr  and  Mrs  Coeds, 
were  so  much  looking  forward 
to  a  holiday  in  the  Highlands. 
Mr.  Cooks  only  concern  was  how 
his  wife  would  cope  given  the  reduced 
mobility  and  consistent  pain  she 
suffered. 

Mr  and  Mis  Cook  had  oied  many  ways 
to  relieve  her  of  the  discomfort;  special 
pillows,  infra-red  lamps,  corsets,  knee 
and  ankle  supports,  along  with  private 
physiotherapy  and  even  acupuncture. 

Nothing  seemed  to  give  her  any 
prolonged  relief  and  certain  drugs 
had  side-effects  which  seemed  to 
add  to  Mrs  Cook's  problems.  Then  one 
day,  Mr  Cook  read  of  how  a 
precision-made  in  tra -sound  device, 
manufactured  is  Denmark,  had 
brought  relief  to  sufferers  of  conditions 
similar  to  those  of  his 
wife.  With  the  holiday  drawing 
near  Mr  Cook  wrote  to  Navafbn  Ud 


■■  BARBARA  JOHNSON 


and  ordered  one  of  their 
Novasonic  Therapy  devices 
under  their  money-back 
guarantee.  The  intra-sonic 
transducer  arrived  in  just  4 
days  before  Mr  &,  Mrs 
Cook  were  due  to  start  their 
holiday.  Within  a  matter  of 
days  Mrs  Cook  could  feel 
die  difference  and  the  more 
she  used  die  product,  the 
more  mobile  she  became. 


To  Mr  Cooks  amazement 
and  absolute  joy,  within  a 
week.  Mrs  Cook  was 
actually  able  to  join  in  the 
dancing  on  holiday!  No 
more  pains  in  her 
shoulders,  no  more  aches  in 
her  hips  and  knees.  Mis 
Cook  no  longer  needed  hdp  dressing 
and  was  even  once  again  able  to  enjoy 
playing  the  piano.  Within  a  month, 
such  was  (be  improvement  that  she  was 
only  using  Novasonic  once  every  three 
days. 

This  true  story  of  how  Novasonic 
Therapy  succeeded  in  alleviating  pain 
and  suffering  where  so  many  other 
treatments  had  felled  is  one  of  many 
hundreds  detailed  in  letters  of  thanks 
and  appreciation  sent  to  Navafbn  Ltd 
every  year. 

To  find  out  more  about  how 
you  can  benefit  from  this  widely 
acclaimed  product  just  send  for 
your  FREE  brochure  to:  Novatan  Ltd, 
3  Athofl  Road,  Pitlochry,  Perthshire 
PH16  5BX  or  use  the  coupon  in 
die  advertisement  opposite.  You  may 
also  telephone  on  01796  472  735, 
quoting  Dept  87.  Also  available  ai 
BOOTS  and  other  fine  chemists. 


m  many  cases  zt 
will  eliminate 
arthritic 
problems." 


Arthritic  Consultant 

Pain  relief,  the 
perfect  gift  for 
you,  or  someone 
you  care  for! 


\|m>  .i\ .ill. title  .il 

li(  )(  )  I  S  .mil  oilier  line 

v  /n  riliNfs.  ;iKn  .i,- 

FORI  I  R  \  \s|[ 

Ml  HU  M  I  I  I)  .inti 
JOHN  HI  I  I  \ 

(  R<  )\  IK »\  i  l.iii ii  in 

W  ioiiii.i'i  M..  I  nmtnli 
W  )  l  nr  s:l»i]|\  hi  lie  I 
ilir.vr  iruiji  Nm.ifuii  I  |<I. 


•MnJiNMMM 


W'  • 

si  IM 

I  i 


yourself 
’Novasonic  has  given 

me  great  relief  front 
TonbElbiM* 

P.  Cor,  Sarny 
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From  cubes  to  wardro 
bookcases, shelves, etc  Home 
or  work.  Versatile  &  precticaP 
Good  value  varnished  BEECH 
phone  for  mall  order  catalogue 
Cu  bestore 0181 -99 46016 24hr 
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of  to  (be  ceiling  lengths  of  10  feeww* 

M  raC£E  of  cbrfU.  drewig-tAles  «*■ 

SUPERB  QUALITY .  AGGRESSIVELY  LOW  FRJOES 

Of  B»9*  «  and  ^  ^  ,!e*,*“8  oDi“"  ^ 

IfAWfff  HI  |fllPWlff 

Al  *«  lop  of  o*a  raags  wc  *re  Unportn*  of  the  mow.  fautrton*.  raltri  wood,  Titol  (tennwem 
Esrope 

NEW  PKODUCT  LAUNCH  DiSCOUKTS  A  VAJLA8LENOW 

Dca*,BndiwB,TitMIlB,a* 

M.|,nirr~*  * - T  — 1  ro— ,JlL 


“Find  out  why  the  world’s  most 

chosen  stairlift  is  Stannah.”  j 
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chosen  a  Stannah  StairiifL 
■  FREE  home  survey.  ■  Njrioiwkic  24  haurcJl 
m  Full  vvamnry.  out.  365  d»»  4  >tar. 


a  Full  warranty.  v 

■  Built  for  your  oun-  ■  Bridsh  Sondaids 

itraight  or  curvtrvl-  approved. 

■  Fastest  delivery.  ■  Buy  direct  from  Stannah. 

Call  free:  0800  715  422  , 
ask  for  ext.  239  ( 

Oi  write  iu  Stanrwh  Suirffc  Ltd:  l\-pi  41'/.  , 

FREEPOST.  SA.^4.  AnJ.rtii.  Rinrv  SPH»  3BR. 

The  world’s  most  chosen  stairlift 


Stannah 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Sciatica  Relief! 


( Special )  If  you  have  ever 
suffered  Sciatica  symptoms 
such  as  pain  in  the  buttocks 
and  lower  back,  or  pain  and 
numbness  in  your  legs  and 
feet,  you  should  get  a  copy 
of  a  new  book  The  Sciatica 
Handbook.  The  books  shows 
you  how  to  prevent  Sciatica 
flare-ups  and  now  to  stop  pain 
if  you  now  have  a  Sciatica 
problem. 

The  book  contains  the  latest 
up-to-date  information  on 
Sciatica  -  what  causes  painful 
symptoms,  how  to  best  treat 


The  book  explains  all  about 
the  Sciatic  nerve,  the  various 
ways  it  may  become  inflamed 
and  cause  pain,  how  to  find  out 
what  specifically  causes  dis¬ 
tress  (you  may  be  surprised) 
what  to  do  and  what  not  to 
do -and  why  over  1 65  million 
people  experience  Sciatica  and 
lower  back  pain. 

Many  people  are  putting  up 
with  Sciatica  pain  -  or  have 
had  Sciatica  pain  in  the  past 
and  are  at  risk  of  a  recurrence - 
because  they  do  not  know 
about  new  prevention  and 
relief  measures  that  are  now 
available. 

To  order  your  copy  of 


your  name,  address  and  book 
title  with  payment  (Cheque/ 
Switch  with  issue  number/visa 
or  Mastercard  with  expiry 
date)  of  £9.95  which  includes 
postage  and  handling  to 
Carnell  Ltd.  Dept  SRA1, 
Alresford,  nr.  Colchester, 
Essex  C07  8AP,  or  telephone 
their  24  hour  order  line  on' 
01206  825600  (quoting  above 
Dept  code).  Allow  up  to  14 
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a- simple  treatment  that  has  return  the^ book  anytime  with- 
helped  thousands  get  relief,  yet  in  three  months _ _  _ 


helped  thousands  get  relief,  yet  in  three  months _ 

is  little  known  to  most  people-  for  a  refund  if  not  Sj 
even  doctors.  satisfied. 


THE  LADYS 
NORFOLK  HAT 

At  lad!  A  beautiful  100%  cotton  cool  and 

cri^^^^snnhA^fchmgrotects 

S  washable,  perfect  fig  spring 
summer  travel 


The  'Sheila  Maid'® 
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Home  DeBvsries 
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The  book  gives  you  specific 


alternative  and  medical  treat¬ 
ments  that  can  bring  prompt 
and  lasing  relief  -  without  the 
use  of  dangerous  drugs  or 
surgery.  You'll  leam  all  about 
these  remedies  and  leam  how 
and  why  they  work  to  bring 
■dramatic  relief 

You'll  discover  what  to  do 
if  Sciatica  symptoms  start 
and  what  to  avoid  at  all  costs 
to  prevent  possible  serious 


Available  in  Natural  Pale 
Pink  and  Pale  Bine.  Sizes  S 
54-55cnL  M  56-57cm,  L 
58cm  amXL  59cm. 
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For  48hr  Despatch 

0171 371 8998 


Norfolk  Hals,  Unit  7, 

The  Talina  Centre,  Baejeys 
lane,  London  SW6  2BW 
Fax  0171  371  7011  .  .  'r 
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BRITISH  ANTIQUE  REPLICAS 


MANShape 


WAY 
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SSZf*  *****  ^  Tails  ana  Balloon 

HapirfearUta  Chain  fra  emirs 

Over  50  dixm)£  aWes  on  di^riay  in  our  showrooms  nude  by  master 
aaftsmen  to  a  standard  unsunxracd  this  rentuty  togofaer  wfrh  100  styles 
of  Cham,  abo  Swfcboania,  Desks,  Filing  Cabinets,  Cocktail  Cabinets,  TV 
&  Video  Cabinets,  Leather  Chain.  Chesterfields  &  Looking  Glasses. 

AB  available  in  three  separate  ranges  to  suit  all  life  styles  &  income  groups. 
Sproatist  Espon  Packing  &  Shipping  Qepf 


78®/aAT717  +  interest  free  credit 

4\f  /OV/rr  +  FREE  UK  DELIVERY 
OFFER  EX  l  ENDED  BUT  DEFINITELY  MUST  END  19th  APRIL 


Vtafc  oar  fcetory  &  showrooms  to  ace  the  world ’j  hugest  display  of 
En^bh  Antique  Rejdiea  Furniture  or  phone  for  brochure. 

Mon-Sat  9am-5. 30pm 

BRITISH  ANTIQUE  REPUCAS  Bi 

Ntr  SCHOOL  CLOSE.  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  AVE,  BURGESS  HILL  ! 
fertam  b.o«KK  &  snoimw)  TEST  SUSSEX  RHlf  1RX 

Tel:  01444  245577-_JaiP 
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If  you  go  down  to 
the  woods  today 


A  walk  in  the  woods  is  a 
walk  in  the  woods.  But 
taken  at  the  side  of  Chris¬ 
tine  Reid  -  a  woodland 
°[P^r  tram  English  Nature  -  and 
f>gns  indicating  whether  a 
'3a~1L°'  wood  is  ancient  or  modem 
will  be  pointed  out  in  the  rime  it 
takes  to  skip  to  its  farthest  side.  “It*s 
not  so  hard."  she  says.  “You  look 
for  the  identifiers." 

She  leads  me  up  the  edge  of 
Hayley  Wood  near  Longstowe  in 
Cambridgeshire  on  a  fly-blown  day 
and  nods  to  the  raised  bank  and 
ditch  which  rims  the  wood  from  the 
field.  “Small  wood  banks  are  fairly 
typical  of  ancient  woods."  she  says. 
“They  would  have  had  pollard 
stumps  and  woven  fences  to  keep 
animals  from  getting  in  and  out." 

Miss  Reid  is  passionate  about 
our  ancient  woods.  She  has  drawn 
up  free  easy-to-follow  pocket  guide¬ 
lines  to  help  the  lay  woodland- 
walker  get  an  historic  angle  on  rhe 
woods  they  romp  through  or  even 
own.  “An dent  woods  are  the  best 
examples  of  woodland  for  wildlife 
in  the  country.  If  the  sometimes 
tiny  fragments  are  identified  they 
can  be  treated  in  ways  appropriate 
to  their  status.  Ilrf  often  called  by 
people  who  have  bought  a  wood 
and  they  say  'We  don’t  know  much 
about  it  but  it's  got  bluebells  and 
oak  trees  ...  it  must  be  ancient.’ 
That’s  not  always  the  case." 

An  dent  woodland,  by  definition, 
has  been  wooded  continuously 
since  at  least  1600.  Modem  plant¬ 
ing  began  after  that  date,  so  if  the 
wood  was  there  by  then  it’s  likely  to 
be  old  or  a  remnant  of  the 
wildwood  which  covered  most  of 
the  country  7,000  years  ago. 

Two  types  of  anrient  woodland 
exist.  “Semi-natural"  is  untouched 
and  composed  of  native  trees  — 
oak,  ash.  maple,  hazel,  beech  — 
while  “replanted  ancient  wood¬ 
land"  has  been  wooded  continuous¬ 
ly  since  1600  but  the  original  cover 
has  been  replaced  with  planted 
trees  (often  conifer). 

Not  much  ancient  woodland 
survives.  Since  the  1920s.  38  per 
cent  was  felled  or  replaced  with 
conifer.  England’s  total  woodland 
cover  is  IS  per  cent  (compared  with 
a  European  average  of  29  per  cent). 
About  20  per  cent  of  that  survives 
as  pure  semi-natural  anrient  wood¬ 
land.  “The  biggest  problem  is  the 
anrient  woods  are  so  fragmented." 
Miss  Reid  says.  "There  are  patches 


There  are  patches 
of  ancient 
woodland  all 
over  Britain -if 
you  know  what 
to  look  for 

all  over  the  place.  Most  are  in  Kent 
and  Sussex  but  there's  a  lot  in 
Cumbria  and  the  Whey  valley  in 
Wales.  Ancient  woods  in  Cumbria 
drip  with  moss  and  lichen  because 
the  dimate  is  so  wet." 

English  Nature  sends  out  free 
counry-by-county  inventories 
which  map  anrient  woodland 
down  to  two  hectares  (five  acres). 
But  it  knows  there  are  many  small 
scraps  under  two  hectares.  Only  by 
cross-referring  early  Ordnance 
Survey  map  evidence  (first  edition 
1809  reprints  available  from  David 
&  Charles  publishers)  with  the  field 
guidelines,  is  one  able  to  identify 
the  anrient  from  the  not-soold. 

Miss  Reid  takes  me  further  along 
a  rambling  path.  We  know  Hayley 
Wood  Nature  Reserve  is  ancient 
because  it's  mentioned  in  the 
Domesday  Book  —  if  you  wanted  to 
graze  60  pigs  there  in  1086  it  would 
cost  two  shillings  per  annum.  She 
points  to  the  random  spacing  of  the 
trees  and  the  multi-stem  bushes  of 
ash  and  hazel  trees  which  rise  to 
15ft  in  wildish  dumps. 


“  oppice  stools  with  oak 

m  standards  —  the  tall 

B  trees  cut  for  timber  — 

are  typical  ancient  fea¬ 
tures,"  she  says.  Coppicing  is  the 
old  practice  of  cutting  non-stan¬ 
dard  trees  to  the  base  every  ten 
years.  This  allows  sunlight  to  reach 
the  woodland  floor  much  more 
than  in  woods  planted  with  conifers 
like  juniper  and  yew  which  have  a 
dense  evergreen  cover  of  needles. 

“This  makes  the  ground  flora  so 
special"  she  says,  scooping  her 
hand  down  to  an  oxslip.  “They're  a 
bit  like  a  primrose  and  bit  like  a 
cowslip  but  axslips  have  a  drooping 
head.  You  don’t  find  them  outside 
anrient  woods." 

She  lists  rare  plants  that  thrive 
there;  wood  millet;  yellow  archan¬ 
gel,  spotted  orchid,  bird's  nest 


orchid  and  the  insectivorous  lords- 
and-ladies  flower.  Yellow  brim¬ 
stone  butterflies,  commas,  and 
white  admirals  do  well  in  The 
glades  of  ancient  woods  which 
often  follow  the  natural  course  and 
depressions  or  ponds  and  streams. 

Bluebells,  of  course,  are  another 
ancient  identifier.  “You  don't  really 
get  wonderful  carpets  of  bluebell  in 
non-ancient  woods,”  she  says.  "You 
cant  find  them  in  Europe.  Their 
woods  are  managed  more  than 
here.  People  come  from  all  over  the 
Continent  to  see  something  which 
is  quite  special." 

I  say  die  ancient  wood  has  an 
untidy  feeL  Stunning  300  to  -100- 
year-old  oak  trees  are  wizened  and 
twisted.  There  are  dead  tree  crunks 
lying  on  the  woodland  Door  green¬ 
ing  with  moss.  "That’s  a  bit  of  a 
loaded  statement,”  Miss  Reid  says. 
"It's  vety  good  for  wildlife.  It 
creates  lively  habitats  for  bats  and 
woodpeckers  and  dormice." 

We  walk  to  a  triangle  of  Hayley 
Wood  planted  in  1922.  The  trees  are 
more  or  less  the  same  height  and 
evenly  spaced.  “There’s  a  different 
feel  to  this  place.  It’s  more 
regimented,  more  orderly,"  she 
says.  Old  ridges  and  furrows 
underfoot  are  a  sign  the  land  was 
ploughed  as  farmland  not  so  long 
ago  —  and.  therefore,  a  recent 
addition. 

Ancient  woods  have  sinuous 
irregular  boundaries.  They’re  often 
along  parish  boundaries  or  adja¬ 
cent  to  common  lands  and  heaths. 
It's  rare  to  find  them  bound  by 
straight  Jines  and  their  namas 
incorporate  old  words  for  wood  — 
"grove",  “hanger"  and  "lea". 

English  Nature  would  like  to  link 
nearby  fragments  of  anrient  wood¬ 
land  and  encourages  owners  of 
replanted  anrient  areas  to  replace 
conifers  with  native  broad  leaf  trees. 

Miss  Reid  says:  “The  tiny  frag¬ 
ments  are  so  important  because 
they  store  rare  seeds  and  species 
which  can  be  passed  by  birds  along 
corridors  of  hedgerows  to  the 
larger  anrient  woodlands. 

"When  f  walk  through  woods 
like  Hayley  Wood  I  am  struck  by  its 
sense  of  history.  The  old  trees  give 
us  a  sense  of  time.  I  find  it  amazing 
that  the  wood  has  been  used  for 
centuries." 

ALEX  WUERATNE 

•  English  Nature.  01733 455101. 

David  8  Charles.  01626 334555. 


Christine  Reid  of  English  Nature  in  Hayley  Wood,  Cambridgeshire.  “I  find  it  amazing  that  this  wood  has  been  used  for  centuries" 
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ON  THE  SPOT:  CLWYD 


Rural  recommendations 

The  place:  The  iron  cross  on  the  summit  of  Moel  Maenefa,  near 
Tremeirchion,  Gwyd 

The  view:  To  the  west  a  patchwork  landscape  “plotted  and  pieced  — 
fold,  fallow,  and  plough"  of  the  Vale  of  Clwyd,  and  if  the  weather  is  dear 
the  gleam  of  Snowdonia  and  the  sea.  To  the  east  the  bare  hill  falls  away 
through  green  pastures  and  patches  of  beach  wood  to  Cheshire. 

The  appeal:  My  parents  used  to  live  in  the  monastery  of  St  Beuno's 
below.  The  Jesuit  poet  Gerard  Manley  Hopkins  studied  for  the 
priesthood  there.  He  saw  his  “windhover"  on  this  hilltop.  The  cross  on 
the  summit  has  become  a  place  of  pilgrimage. 

Historical  interest  The  hilltop  is  part  of  Offa’s  Dyke,  die  boundary 
reputedly  established  by  King  Offa  between  Wales  and  Mercia  in  the 
8th  century.  There  are  remains  of  anrient  forts  and  tumuli. 

Best  time  to  visit:  Spring  when  the  slopes  are  dad  with  gorse  and 
foxgloves  and  the  “windhovers"  hang  against  the  wind.  They  are 
watching  for  the  rabbits  whose  burrows  riddle  the  slopes. 

OS  reference:  087743  (Land  ranger  115) 

Rachel  Campbell-Johnston 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL- 
0171  680  6860 


SHOPAROUND 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL  0171 680  6860 
FAX:  0171 481  9313 


Jtom  (agca  atchms  med  fim£ 
p  1642-1996.  SwhyNrequpeB  6 
fsm  1915.  Raft  forpmeaMm 
SanetbydapiidL  1 
REMEMBER  WHEN 
520PuricyWay.  E| 
Croydon  CR04RE  W 


BIBLES  BIBLES 

Bftitas  fa  tha  AUhorteod  (King  James) 
Varaton  from  ES.00.  Thta  b  the  Version 
Shatoopearo  read.  Also  Foreign 
Bbtas.  Phase  ring  0171 224  3354  or 
write:  Hbtes  Dfcect,  Raapost  40, 
LON  8581 ,  LONDON  W1 E  7DA. 

FREE  WITH  EACH  ORDER:  BIBLE 
WORD  LIST  AMD  HEADING  SCHEME. 
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Bahr  to,  Tire  FOrgirt  KB«OT»l)te  *e  Lorti  Coomlsslown  rt  fee  AtfairaRy. 

Acquire  a 
living  piece 
of  Maritime 
heritage 

In  our  200  year  history 
mass  production  has 
never  played  a  part 
incur  philosophy 

To  this  day  „ 

each  clock  L  J  ™  M 

or  weather 

instrument  is  fjf' 

still  individually 
made  to  order.  iMc 
You  are  invited  to  $7  ^ 

ppply  for  your  copy  Jt 

of  our  new  brochure  V.  ^ 

containing  over  150 
exquisite  handmade  pieces. 

Simply  complete  the  coupon  and 
return  ir  to  Se wills,  Cornhill  House, 

24  CornhiH  Liverpool  LI  8DZ  or  call 


k 


our  workshop  on: 


0151 

708  0099 

Or  fax  us  on:  0151  708  6777.  Open  7  days.. 
Answcrphonc  service  «n  of  office  hours. 


Sewills 


24  OraM.  Liverpool  LI  SDZ 


Quote  ref: 


NaiiK’dMrAIrs/NKI 
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The  Loden 
Collection 

Traditional  style  and 
natural  warmth 


AOvsnsamr  fEAius 


.•  I  U-m  £iv* 


jJWi  h  Vi  fvfnn 


Classic  Loden  Coals  and 
Shooting  Jackets  (rum  £195.00 
Skins  from  £69.00  in 
Hun  Ling  Green  Loden 
Telephone  01768  899111 
Fax:  01768  899722 
or  imte  far  your  free  colour  brochure 

BORN  for 
S3  LODEN  §H 

Bom  for  Loden.  Penrith  Baiaie. 
Penrith.  Cumbria  CAI I  BCQ  TT 
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H 
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two 

rarer 

iperb 

allty. 

usury 

S 

_ _  jhrety 

UiMMiEfflnB  softness  and  look. 
nvrRfnn  Styled  with  triple 

HjilrefnBlI  stitching,  two  btitton- 
PPRjjWMjM  down  breast  pockets  & 
KLMtIIMJ  a  box  pleat  at  the  back. 
Navy,  BoffleSrsaa,  Wine,  Hack  VWets. 
Beige,  Coffee.  SMI,  Purple  .Petrel  Hue. 
S.QJ  rotes  Cttibr sites:  S  (151  It  (IF) 
3S5S  IdbwMiI  L  (IW.1  XL  \m 

:CST“  24  HOUR  ORDER  & 
•mu.  BROCHURE  HOTLINE 

•Bhcm  10171274  3387 

MUCHEH  SILK  Md  11%  FREEPOST. 
PO  Sox  3432.  Imtal  SB  SSR 


JUST  RELEASED! 


A  Group  of  Premium  Quality 
Original  Edwardian  GOLD 
Half-Sovereigns  from  a  Bank  in 
Zurich,  Switzerland... 


FoDowing  ifae  recent  discovery  of 
an  important  hoard  of  British  gold 
belli  on  in  the  vaults  of  a  Swiss 
bank  premium  quality  British 
gold  half-sovereigns  are  being 
made  available  to  British  gold 
cot  lectors.  These  22ct  original  gold 
half-sovereigns  all  date  from  the 
reign  of  Edward  VII.  one  of  die 
shortest  reigning  monarch*  of  20th 
centnry  British  history.  Edward, 
Prince  of  Wales  and  son  of 
Victoria,  reigned  from  1902  to 
1910.  just  nine  short  years.  These 
superb  coins  come  from  the  golden 
age  of  elegance,  when  London  was 
the  stylish  fashion  centre  of 
Europe. 


The  bearded  head  of  Edward  VU 
is  featured  and  the  traditional  Sl 
George  slaying  the  Dragon  is  on 
tile  reverse.  Genuine  British  gold 
coins  weighing  3.994  gms  each 
and  in  superb  condition.  When  you 
consider  the  fret  that  the  Royal 
Mint  charges  £84  for  a  modem 
Proof  Half-Sovereign  and  the  gold 
purity  and  weight  are  identical, 
these  represent  outstanding  value 
at  only  £69-50  each  which  includes 
secure  delivery.  Original  British 
gold  coins  are  always  treasured  by 
collectors,  this  is  especially  true  of 
Half-Sovereigns  which  are  always 
m  demand  from  die  jewellery  trade 
for  rings  and  broodies. 


As  usual  aD  coins  distributed  by 
the  Gold  &  Silver  Bateau  are  folly 
guaranteed  for  authenticity  and 
quality.  Yon  may  apply  for  up  to 
five  coins  (guaranteed  different 
dates)  at  the  distribution  price  of 
£69.50  each.  Also  available  are  a 
limited  number  of  complete  date 
sets  of  9  coins,  each  set  containing 
every  date  from  1902  to  1910  and 
priced  at  £625.00  per  set.  Imagine 
a  complete  date  set  of  Edwardian 
gold  half-sovereigns,  your 
collecting  friends  will  be  filled 
with  envy.  Coins  are  available 
strictly  on  a  first  come,  first  serve 
basis.  You  should  try  your  hick, 
who  knows?  You  m ay  be  aac  of 


the  lucky  ones! 

You  can  apply  by  post  to  The  Gold 
&  Silver  Bureau.  3  Seven  ways, 
Dford  IG2  6XH.  or  apply  over  (he 
telephone  on  Freephone  (0800) 
614686.  Don’t  send  any  payment 
initially,  you  will  be  notified  if  you 
are  one  of  the  lucky  ailocatces.  You 
can  also  spread  the  cost  by  using  a 
credit  card,  Le.  MasterCard  or 
Visa. 

With  rising  interest  by  collectors 
worldwide  in  historic  gold  corns 
these  little  pieces  of  British  history 
will  make  nice  additions  to  the 
family’s  golden  treasure  chest. 

By  JOANNE  CLOVER 


I’LTWORTIl  HOLSE  1.1  M  I  TF.D,  BriUin's  Biggest  TABLE  TENNIS  TABLE  Retailers  tM&E  ^ 
...proudly  celebrate  26  years  of  d  i  reel- to- your- home  se i  \  ice.L*? . 


Presenting  the  NEW  '97  'CHAMPIONSHIP' 


^BSAVEVOUlllO 


DISCOUNTS 


3  MODELS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

V  /./_  RcacJy-to-LIay  in  an  instant 
ALL  Rollciway  -  ALL  J7  old  away 
a-''  Delivered  safely  &  quickly ,  direct 
to  your  home, normally  in  7-10  days 


STANDARD  PLUS  9'x5' 

USE  W  4  0U7B0OTS  BUT  STORE  INDOORS 
Similar  Tables  sell  in  lareeyqjlfl 
Hlgp  St  stores  for  up  to: 

OURPRtCEOMy 


I'liSU-fKlr: 


Buy  with  confidence  from 
BRITAIN'S  LEADING 
SPECIALIST  SUPPLIER...  now. 
in  our  26th  year  of  service.  Alt' 
our  quality  tables  represent 
superb  value  &  you  really 
S  AV  E  ££££££*9  with  our 
ANNIVERSARY  OFFER. 

Fully  guaranteed,  try  at  home 
for  14  days,  your  money  back 
if  not  delighted.  All  tables  have 
special  Kps  to  ensure  absolute 
□atness  which  gives  you  a  fast 
exciting  "Championship" 
game  with  exceptional  bounce 
&  spin.  Precision  made  with 
allround  extra  protection  to 
ensure  LONG  LIFE.  Sturdy 
Steel  legs  &  undercarriage 
fitted  with  Smooth-Glide 
castors  makes  moving  so  easy. 

STANDARD  TABLE  fir  indoor 
use  only.  STANDARD  PLUS 
•  use  indoors  &  outdoors  linken 
tin/)  but  store  inside.  ALL 
WEATHER  with  it's  special  high 
pressure  lammate  b  guaranteed 
year-round  outdoor  weather  pm-  ,  . 

lection...  SO  you  safely  can  lot^e  it  !  -  mow*  b*ck  ,f  delighted 

out  come  rum.  sun  or  snow!  mwOKTH  HOUSE  LIMITED  (Dept  TTtS  )  POLESDEN  LANS,  REPiEX  NtWtMONC,  SURREY  CUB  U1 


i  Optional  heavy 
duty  PVC  cover 
fat  indoor  or 
outdoor  storage 
to  noita  your 
(able.  PLUS  4 

Bals  A  6  Balls 

to  £2949. 
Homaotf 

dMfaoNCHdSd 


0  014S3  223188(24*,si 

Quote  four  noma,  initial*,  uttar att  r  „ 

. . *  “oaoi.  oar*  oo  •  oaptrj  date,  L-3S 

togothor  i»itft  proiuet  cogofmj 
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Don’t  sneer  at  Rhyl  and  rarebit,  it’s  now  seriously  hip  to  be  Welsh.  Alex  O'Connell  reports  on  a 


,^K  TND- SATURDAY  APRIL  12 1997 

rising  cultural  identity 


The  year 
of  the 
dragon 

When  Neil  Kinncck  church  choir.  The  Welsh  film 
stood  for  election  industry  also  reflects  this 
in  199 2,  being  trend.SoAberaachmaynotbe 
Welsh  was  about  the  new  Cannes,  but  Welsh 


When  Neil  Kinnock 
stood  for  election 
in  1992,  being 
Welsh  was  about 
as  cool  as  a  camping  holiday 
in  Rhyl.  In  a  country  more 
associated  with  rarebit  and 
Ruth  Madoc  than  the  future  of 
British  politics,  he  was  best 
advised  that  the  way  to  gain 
support  was  to  tame  his  lilting 
accent  and  play  down  his  . 
home  town  connections. 

But  in  the  past  five  years 
there  has  been  a  defining  of 
Welsh  cultural  identity  and  a 
resurgence  of  nationalist 
spirit.  Plaid  Cymru,  the  sec¬ 
ond  strongest  political  party  in 
Wales  behind  Labour,  is  ex¬ 
pecting  to  increase  its  voting 
power  this  year. 

The  Welsh  arts  scene  is 
booming  and  if  London  is 
swinging  then  Newport  and 
Swansea  are  gyrating  so  fast 
that  dizzy  dty  dwellers  are 
having  to  sit  down.  The  Union 
Jack  has  been  heralded  as  the 
fashion  print  of  die  summer, 
but  the  seriously  hip  are 
wrapping  themselves  in  the 
Red  Dragon  and  wearing 
daffs  on  their  lapels. 

Tear  yourself  away  from  the 
pull  of  S4Cs  cult  soap  opera, 
Pobol  Y  Cum,  for  long  enough 
and  you  will  notice  that  there 
are  Welsh  characters  in  East- 
Enders  and  BBC2*s  Nineties 
real-life  drama.  This  Life.  Both 
are  sty.  whining  ana  rather 
unlikely  romantic  characters, 
but  they  both  break  television 
tradition:  they  aren’t  miners 
and  they  don’t  sing  in  the 


church  choir.  The  Welsh  film 
industry  also  reflects  this 
trend.  So  Abersoch  may  not  be 
the  new  Cannes,  but  Welsh 
Film  Festival  promoters  are 
expecting  more  visitors  than 
ever  this  year.  Urban  Wales  is 
at  last  getting  a  look  in. 

Karl  Francis’s  Streetlife, 
written  for  Screen  One .  and 
Mark  Evan’s  House  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  discuss  Welsh  inner-city 
existence,  while  the  indepen¬ 
dently  made  film  Twin  Town 
(co-produced  by  Trainspotting 
team  Andrew  MacDonald 
and  Danny  Boyle  and  directed 
by  Kevin  Allen),  is  set  in 
Nineties  Port  Talbot  and 
Swansea.  Hollywood  has  also 
jumped  to  attention  —  there 
are  rumours  of  a  film  about  a 
colliery  in  South  Wales  star¬ 
ring  the  very  un-Welsh  Mich¬ 
elle  Pfeiffer  and  Nick  Nolte. 

Even  established  Welsh 
stars  like  Tom  Jones  are 
reaching  new  levels  of  cultural 
recognition.  He  has  always 
strutted  over  the  cross- 
generational  divide,  attracting 
diverse  audiences  from  the 
Sixties  teeny-boppers  who  first 
wobbled  to  Delilah ,  to  the 
twenty-somethings  who  re¬ 
member  his  ironic  cover  of 
Prince’s  Kiss,  but  in  Tim 
Burton’s  pre-miiiennial  dis¬ 
aster  movie.  Mars  Attacks!,  he 
has  reached  a  new  generation. 
For  die  soundtrack  to  the  alien 
invasion,  Hollywood  produc¬ 
ers  favoured  Jones's  quiet 
crooning  of  It's  Not  Unusual 
aver  the  usual  bleeping 
synthesisers. 


m  • 
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Our  traditional  view  of  Wales,  right  is  being  challenged  by  the  film  Twin  Town,  above,  and  Brit  winners,  the  Manic  Street  Preachers,  top  right 


There  Wjis  a  time  when  Aled 
Jones  was  the  nearest  the 
Welsh  got  to  Top  of  the  Pops. 
Although  Walking  in  the  Air 
had  every  choirboy  in  Britain 
shrieking  into  a  tape  recorder, 
wearing  jeans  on  Saturday 
Superstore  and  meeting 
David  Bowie  does  not  a  pop 
star  make.  But  there  is  no 
doubt  that  Wales  is  exploding 
with  talent  As  tabloids  dub 
Newport  “the  new  Seattle" 
and  the  word  “Britpop"  is 
deleted  from  style  glossaries, 
the  unlikely  catch-words, 
“Taff-pop"  and  "Daff-rocfc"  fill 
the  fanzines. 

Welsh  pop  group  the  Manic 
Street  Preachers,  from  Blade- 
wood  in  Gwent  cleared  up  the 
silverware  at  last  month’s  Brit 


Awards.  Fiercely  nationalistic, 
they  dedicated  their  last  al¬ 
bum  Evejything  Must  Co  to 
the  Tower  Colliery  m  Cyan 
Valley,  South  Wales  (bought 
out  by  miners  and  put  back  in 
operation).  On  their  last  tour, 
they  projected  Dylan  Thom¬ 
as’s  poem.  /  See  the  Boys  of 
Summer,  on  to  the  stage  back- 
drop  while  bassist  Nicky  Wire 
took  to  hanging  the  Welsh  flag 
over  his  amp.  later  cloaking 
himself  in  it  to  collect  the  Brit 
Awards.  The  group  are  anx¬ 
ious  to  work  on  a  film  script  on 
Owain  Glyndwr,  the  Welsh 
William  Wallace,  procurer  of 
self-rule  in  Wales.  Everything 
Must  Go  has  shifted  350.000 
copies  and  the  band  are  on  a 
lapof-honour  tour.  Even  Kyiie 


Minogue  has  recorded  a  sin¬ 
gle  with  them  for  her  new 
album. 

The  lesser-known  Pem¬ 
brokeshire  band,  Gorki's  Zy¬ 
gotic  Mynci.  play  traditional 
instruments  (including  a 
crumhom  and  a  shawm,  a 
medieval  reed  instrument) 
and  many  of  their  songs  are 
written  in  Welsh. 


Their  latest  album. 
Barafundle.  is  named 
after  a  beach  in  South 
Wales.  At  their  Card¬ 
iff  gig  on  St  David’s  Day,  the 
audience  pinned  daffodils  to 
their  T-shirts  and.  although 
most  only  spoke  English,  they 
sang  along  to  the  Welsh  an¬ 
thems  with  gusto.  Graham 


Noone,  bassist  in  the  Newport 
band  FUCD.  who  runs  the 
Tuesday  night  local  band  slot 
ai  Newport  venue  TT5.  says 
most  of  the  bands  that  have 
passed  through  his  doors,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Marries.  Gorky's, 
tiOFt  Dolls.  Dubwar  and 
Super  Furry  Animals,  consist¬ 
ently  return  to  Newport.  “They 
love  Wales,"  he  says.  “OK,  so 
it's  a  depressing  place,  but 
that's  why  people  are  so  en¬ 
thused  and  getting  on  with 
things." 

He  denies  the  rumours,  for 
the  record,  that  Newport  is  the 
new  Seattle.  “It's  Newport, 
actually.  A  lot  of  the  music 
here  is  rock-based,  too,  but 
there  is  really  no  comparison." 
He  says  Cardiff  is  too  much 


like  London,  and  prefers 
Swansea  and  Newport. 
“When  you  piny  in  Cardiff 
people  rend  to  sit  down  and 
clap  a  bit,  here  in  Newport 
they  go  mad.  Most  of  the 
audience  are  members  of 
other  bands,  they  all  record  at 
each  other’s  studios  and  go  to 
each  other’s  clubs.  We  all 
know  each  other.” 

This  familiarity  extends  to 
the  theatre  world.  The  actor 
Michael  Sheen  and  Swansea- 
born  writer-director  Simon 
Harris  went  to  the  same 
Swansea  theatre  school  and 
they  formed  the  Weish  theatre 
company.  Thin  Language,  to¬ 
gether.  Harris’s  play  Bad- 
finger .  directed  by  Sheen  as 
part  of  the  Four  Corners 


season  at  the  Donmar  Ware¬ 
house  and  about  to  be  taken 
on  a  Welsh  tour,  was  parity 
financed  by  a  string  of  pals 
that  reads  like  a  valley  boys 
Who's  Who\  the  Manics,  the 
Kirmocks.  playwright  Julian 
Mitchell,  actor  Anthony  Hop¬ 
kins.  footballer  Mark  Hughes 
and  the  nominally  Welsh  foot¬ 
ball  player  Vinnie  Jones. 

Like  his  pop  peers.  Sheen's 
heart  is  still  west  of  London 
and  he  has  hopes  of  creating  a 
theatre  there.  "1  am  based  here 
now.  1  have  to  be,”  he  says, 
“but  1  go  back  home  to  Port 
Talbot  whenever  1  can." 

The  highest  number  of  self- 
employed  in  the  country  are 
residents  of  Plaid's  four  Mid- 
Wales  seats.  Although  some  of 
these  are  more  likely  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  Farmers  Weekly  than 
The  Stage  or  NME.  there  are 
also  extraordinary  numbers  of 
self-motivated  artists  and 
crafts  people. 

Do  these  figures  suggest 
Plaid  Cymru  might  benefit  by 
activating  this  talent  to  form  a 
Welsh  Red  Wedge  cum  Rock 
the  Vote?  "So  far  we  have  actor 
Phillip  Maddock  campaign¬ 
ing  on  the  streets,  but  that's 
about  it"  says  a  man  in  the 
Plaid  Cymru  office. 

The  guitarist  of  the  Welsh 
pop  group  Catatonia  lives  with 
Hywel  Wigley.  son  of  Plaid 
president  Dafydd,  but  the 
party  thinks  the  chances  of  the 
band  singing  from  the  back  of 
an  election  trailer  are  slim: 
"I'm  sure  they  are  much  too 
busy  partying  in  Swansea." 


A  VET  WRITES 


jTTj  The  teacher  at  my  daughter’s 
l*-cl  school  keeps  a  cockatiel  in  a  cage 
in  the  classroom  and  I  am  concerned  it 
may  be  a  risk  to  my  daughter’s  health 
because  she  is  asthmatic.  Should  I  raise 
the  matter? 

Ornithosis  —  which  used  to  be 

called  psittacosis — can  be  transmit¬ 
ted  to  man  and  cause  a  type  of 
pneumonia.  But  if  the  cockatiel  is  healthy 
there  is  little  chance  that  he  is  infected.  If 
your  daughter  has  not  had  any  problems 
associated  with  this  classroom  it  suggests 
bird  dust  is  not  a  factor  in  her  attacks. 

James  Allcock 

•  Write  to  The  Times  Vet.  Weekend.  The 
Times.  I  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN. 
Advice  is  offered  without  legal  responsibility. 

No  correspondence  can  be  entered  in  to. 


ADOPT  ME 


DIBBS  is  a  white 
and  blade  English 
bull  terrier  bitch 
who  would  make 
an  ideal  pet  for  a 
young  couple  or 
anyone  without 
children  or  other  pets.  Contact  the 
RSPCA  Leyboume  Animal  Centre,  199 
Castle  Way,  Leyboume,  West  Mailing. 
Kent  (01732  847237)  for  information. 


That  animal  magnetism 


If  a  man’s  best  friend  is  a  dog,  then  it 
should  not  come  as  too  much  of  a 
surprise  to  find  that  a  goose  can  forge 
a  relationship  with  a  goat,  and  a  horse 
with  a  cat  And  it  certainly  comes  as  no 
surprise  to  Dr  Roger  Mogtord  who  runs 
Ruxbury  Farm,  an  Animal  Behaviour 
Centre  to  which  vets  can  refer  their 
problem  patients  whose  conduct  needs 
improving. 

"Most  animals  are  social  and  they  look 
around  for  others  of  their  species  to  bond 
with."  Dr  Mugford  says.  “Bur  when  an 
animal  is  denied  contact  with  its  own 
species,  it  will  seek  friendship  elsewhere 
and.  as  a  result,  form  some  very  unusual 
relationships."  These  cross-s  pedes  as  sed¬ 
ations  are  the  basis  of  our  relationships 
with  domestic  pets  —  espedally  where 
there  is  only  one  animal  in  the  household. 
“If  we  want  to  have  animals  as  pets  and 
feel  they  love  us.  the  penalty  we  have  to 
pay  is  their  dependence  on  us."  he  says. 

the  relationship,  according  to  Dr 
Mugford.  is  one  of  soda]  commensalism 
where  pet  and  owner  obtain  benefits  from 
the  other  without  either  being  harmed. 
“In  the  case  of  Chippy,  a  goat,  and  Nobby, 
a  goose,  I  think  the  goat  gets  more  out  of 
the  relationship  because  he  is  my  only 
goat.  Nobby  does  have  two  other  geese  for 
friends.  Bur  the  goat  does  protect  the  geese 
from  dogs."  Bonding  between  different 


Some  pets  can  form 
unlikely  alliances 
with  other  creatures 

species  can  have  many  benefits  including 
the  avoidance  of  traditional  animosities  a 
the  animals  are  introduced  at  an  early 
age.  A  puppy  brought  up  in  a  house  with 
cats  will  pal  up  with  the  felines  rather 
than  declare  war  on  them. 

Basil  is  a  fox  who  likes  nothing  better 
than  to  curl  up  on-the  sofa  with  his  friends 
—  the  other  cats  and  dogs  who  live  at  the 
Capricorn  Animal  Rescue  Centre  in 
North  Wales.  Rescued  as  a  day-aid  cub 
after  he  was  abandoned  by  his  family  ten 
months  ago.  he  was  bottle-fed  by  staff  and 
treated  like  a  puppy  —  even  being  taken 
for  walks  on  a  lead.  A  diet  of  tinned  dog 
food  completed  Basil's  domestication. 

Staff  at  the  rescue  centre  doubt  that 
Basil  will  ever  be  returned  to  the  wild  as 
he  does  not  have  the  skills  to  survive  —  he 
is  even  frightened  of  chickens  and  other 
fowl  A  rescued  gander  picked  up  the 
young  cub  by  his  rail  and  carried  him 
around  ihe  centre.  "That  left  a  lasting 
impression  on  him  and  he’s  afraid  of 
anything  with  feathers,"  .says  Sheila 
Stewart,  manageress  of  the  rescue  centre. 


Such  displays  of  animal  magnetism  are 
also  evident  in  horse-raring.  Nearly  every 
trainer  has  a  tale  to  tell  of  a  horse  who 
grew  dependent  on  another  animal  for 
friendship  (including  sheep,  goats,  don¬ 
keys  and  even  a  pigeon).  In  many  cases 
this  resulted  to  the  companion  animal 
enjoying  a  day  at  the  races. 

Remittance  Man,  a  highly  strung 
gelding  and  winner  of  the  Queen  Mother 
Chase  at  Cheltenham  in  1992,  cannot  bear 
to  be  parted  from  his  stable-mate  Nobby, 
toe  third  and  longest-serving  sheep  to 
have  kept  the  horse  company.  Ndbby 
travelled  everywhere  with  the  horse 
during  his  raring  career  and  they  are  now 
enjoying  retirement  together  in  Oxford¬ 
shire.  Horses  form  strange  relationships 
because  of  loneliness.  To  avoid  toe  costly 
accidents  that  can  happen  when  horses 
play  together,  racehorses  must  be  kept 
apart  Many  spend  much  of  their  day  in  a 
single-cell  stable. 

The  animal  watcher  Desmond  Morris 
compares  this  incarceration  to  prisoners 
being  kept  in  solitary  confinement  "It  can 
make  humans  go  mad  eventually,"  he 
says.  “Horses  are  gregarious  animals  but 
they  are  also  very  amenable.  Most  will 
put  up  with  being  alone.  But  when  we  say 
racehorses  are  highly  strung,  what  we 
mean  is  that  they  can’t  cope  with 
isolation." 


Chippy  the  goat  protects  his  geese  friends  Samson  and  Delilah  from  dogs 


Gomez,  a  cat  at  Ruxbury  Farm,  has 
formed  a  bond  there  with  a  horse  called 
Jupiter.  Dr  Mugford  says:  “They  play 
together  and  the  cat  lets  the  horse  chase 
him  around  the  field,  but  Jupiter  is  careful 
not  to  hurt  Gomez.  “ 

But  he  warns  that  such  relationships  do 
not  always  work.  "You  are  more  likely  to 
have  trouble  hetween  different  species 
than  wifo  animals  of  toe  same  kind.  This 
can  be  apparent  where  one  animal  is  a 
carnivore,  such  as  a  dog.  and  another  is 
what  might  be  considered  its  traditional 


prey,  such  as  a  chicken  or  sheep.”  A  study 
—  or  some  knowledge  at  least  —  of  a 
species’  natural  history  is  recommended 
tor  the  pet  lover  who  wishes  to  have  a 
variety  of  animals  in  the  home.  The 
domestic  behaviour  of  pets  is  often  at  odds 
with  their  natural  instincts  which  can 
surface  at  any  time. 

Brendan  Martin 

•  Dr  Roger  Mugford,  Animat  Behaviour 
Centre.  PO  Bar 23.  Chertsey.  Surrey  KTI6PPU 
01932  5bt*&6L 
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JEveryone  being  in  disguise  contributed  to  the  party’s  success,  since  the  famous  were  often  outshone  in  the  costume  department’ 


Elion’s  blown  ir  for  me.  \  had 

always  rathw  thought  that  l 
he 'hre  te?^eC 

SE 

Unfa  ™ y  ereaI  Pleasure  and  not  a 
ume  amazement  -  we  were  there 

tl50  OOoW  °f  US  d™'1  have  a  sPare 
U 50.000  to  blow  on  a  knees-up  for  our 

JJJJlJjj  e^Va,ly’ his  Pan>'  managed  to 
l’*!  a11  the  nSl}t  spots  in  a  wav  that  f'm 
prenj-  sure  sjmdar  extravaganzas  by 
Malcolm  ftrltt  or  Robert  Maxwell 
wouldn  t  have  I’ve  never  seen  so  many 
people  look  so  happy  dancing  for  so  lone 
under  one  roof,  and  not  an  illegal 
substance  m  sight.  b  ■ 

This  was  particularly  striking  because 
for  some  years  now.  1  am  sad  to  report  as 
the  Life  and  Soul  (of  the  parry)  columnist, 
most  of  my  friends  have  given  up 
danang.  When  we  first  knew  each  other 
m  the  long  hedonistic  years  before 
children  and  careers  hid  whittled  away 
our  leisure  time,  and  when  nothing  in  life 
seemed  more  important  than  friendship 


Elton  and  other  party  animals 


and  having  fun.  we  used  to  go  ciuhhing 
all  the  time.  No  one  needed  any 
encouragement  then  to  get  up  and  shake 
their  bootie.  Bur  now  everyone  seems  to 
be  too  exhausted  to  boogie,  let  alone 
organise  a  proper  thrash. 

The  problem  is  that  when  the  occasion 
is  rarher  low-key,  as  it  so  often  is  these 
days,  there  is  nothing  to  rise  to.  It  seems 
that  we  can  only  abandon  ourselves  to 
the  party  spirit  when  we  have  been 
compelled  to  make  an  effort  to  dress  up. 

As  1  have  known,  to  my  cost,  a 
successful  party  on  even  a  fairly  modest 
scale  requires  military  planning  and 
execution.  The  organisation  of  Elton's 
party  (with  a  rather  immodest  guest  list 
of  800)  was  faultless.  And  talk  about 
making  an  effort  to  dress  up  . . .  Haring 
rejected  the  Liz  Taylor  pre-rehab  kaftan 
and  the  Divine  meets  Ursula  Andress  in 
wafty  full-length  ruga  look,  my  husband 


and  1  attempted  (nut 
entirely  successfully) 
to  resemble  a  couple 
from  a  Gains- 

huruugh  portrait. 

The  fact  that  every¬ 
one  was  in  disguise 

—  celebrities  and 
nun-celebrities  alike 

—  contributed  to  the 

party's  success.  It 

had  a  strangely  level¬ 
ling  effect,  since  the 
famous  were  quite 
often  outshone  in  the 
costume  department  GINNY  ! 

by  the  unfamous.  At 
one  point.  I  found  myself  bopping  in  a 
spectacularly  starry  cluster:  Lord  Lfoyd 
Webber,  looking  like  a  12-yen  r-old  in  long 
socks,  shorts  and  football  strip  (Fever 
Pilch,  the  musical?)  with  Lady  Lloyd 


SOUL 


GINNY  DOUGARY 


Webber  as  a  Bunny 
Girl:  Richard  E 
Grant  as  a  wigless 
Cavalier;  Sir  David 
Frost,  in  black  tie. 
gamely  doing  his 
best  to  frug;  Billy  Joel 
as  a  slightly  portly 
GI  and  the  50-year- 
old  party  boy  him¬ 
self.  wirh  his  film¬ 
maker  inamorata 
David  Furnish,  a 
dazzling  pair  of  sil¬ 
ver-spangled  Louis 
I U  GARY  Quatorzes. 

I  could  have 
danced  all  night  and  very  nearly  did. 
When  I  heard  that  Bay  George  was  the 
DJ,  1 1  Kid  imagined  that  we’d  be  hearing 
a  lot  of  weirdo  scratchy  dubby  sniff. 
Instead,  he  played  just  about  every  single 


from  ihe  Sixties,  Seventies  and  Eighties 
that  youve  ever  wanted  to  dance  to.  At 
the  sound  of  77tar's  ihe  wav  (uh-huh,  uh- 
huh)  l  like  it .  1  tossed  niy  curlv  wig  and 
slipped  into  my  Pan's  People  routine,  to 
be  joined  by  a  Leigh  Bcr.very-luokalike  in 
day-efo  pink  platforms.  Later,  during 
Dancing  Queen,  we  joined  a  hefty  couple 
in  matching  home-made,  homuge-to- 
Mary-Quanr  mini-dresses  to  dance 
around  our  handbags  —  as  you  do  — 
theirs  from  the  I9W.K.  mine' from  the 
I7b0s. 

1  used  to  think  that  the  only  way  to  get 
a  party  moving  was  to  inrite  huge 
numbers  of  gay  men  —  a  tactic  clearly 
shared  by  Elton.  But  after  organising  my 
mother's  70th  several  years  ago,  I 
realised  that  there  was  one  other  group 
dedicated  to  dancing  the  night  away.  ! 
now  know  that  what  you  need  for  yuur 
party  to  go  with  a  swing  is  as  many  active 


septuagenarians  as  you  can  muster.  We 
erected  a  marquee  in  our  back  garden 
with  a  trestle  table,  searing  70.  smothered 
in  white  flowers.  Our  living  room  was 
snipped  bare  and  the  catpet  covered  with 
a  wooden  dance  door,  in  the  comer  of 
which  was  a  jukebox  which  contained  a 
cunning  mixture  of  Glenn  Miller  (for  the 
oldies)  and  Tamta  Motown  (for  the  not- 
so-oldies).  Before  the  waiters  had  even 
cleared  uwav  the  plates.  Mum’s  friends 
—  the  men  resplendent  in  black  tie.  the 
women  (ineritahly  the  majority)  visions 
in  full-length  chiffon  and  sarin  and  silk  — 
stampeded  the  dance  floor  and  shimmied 
and  swayed  and  twisted  as  though  the 
chance  to  dance  might  never  come  again. 

It  was  three  in  the  morning  when  my 
mother  sat  down  and  requested  a  cup  of 
coffee.  J  shall  never  forget  the  look  of 
delighted  surprise  in  her  eyes  as  she 
twirled  indefatigably  around  our  living 
room.  She  was  certainly  "In  the  mood" 
that  night  —  which  was  probably  what 
made  it  such  a  swell  party  for  me.  I'd  like 
to  say,  Elton  eat  your  heart  out.  But  after 
Sunday,  I  can  quite  see  that  I  cant 


POPPEBFOTO 


Some  children  taught  tty  a  parent  never  recover  from  the  collision  of  public  and  private  worlds  which  may  also  alienate  them  from  classmates 

It’s  parents’  day  all  year 


When  mother  or  father  is  also 
your  teacher  it  can  make  life 
awkward,  says  Adrian  Mourby 


AU  parents  possess  the 
ability  to  embarrass 
us,  particularly  in 
front  of  our  friends. 
But  can  anything  be  worse 
than  having  your  mother  or 
father  teaching  at  your  school? 
It  happened  to  Tony  Muir  30 
years  ago  and  he 'still  claims 
not  to  have  recovered  from 
that  awful  collision  of  public 
and  private  worlds. 

For  as  long  as  Tony  could 
remember,  his  father  had  been 
a  kindly  but  vague  figure  who 
went  out  on  his  bike  in  the 
morning  and  turned  up  in  the 
evening.  Then  when  Tony  was 
12,  Mr  Muir  was  appointed 
deputy  head  ar  his  son's 
grammar  school  and  the  next 
thing  Tony  can  remember  is 
this  angry  man  chasing  his 
classmates  down  the  corridor. 

Worst  of  all,  as  the  miscre¬ 
ants  were  dragged  away.  Tony 
had  to  stand  there  and  feel 
their  long  accusatory  glances. 
Although  it  had  been  their 
misbehaviour  that  occasioned 
rhe  new  deputy's  wrath,  Tony 
felt  he  was  being  branded  a 
quisling.  People  who  have 
been  taught  by  their  parents 
often  congregate  at  parties 


swapping  stories  of  alienation 
and  persecution. 

Rosie  Lewis,  however,  feels 
she  survived  the  experience 
belter  than  most.  Rosie  and 
her  sister  Joanna  spent  their 
entire  school  life  in  a  world 
where  mum  was  also  the  Eng¬ 
lish  teacher.  It  didn’t  seem  at 
all  odd  therefore  that  every 
morning,  at  some  stage  bet¬ 
ween  gening  into  the  car  and 
arriving  at  school,  the  girls' 
mother  would  be  transformed 
into  that  well-known  class¬ 
room  disciplinarian.  Mrs 
Purnell.  “Thinking  about  it  it 
does  seem  funny,”  says  Rosie. 
34:  "When  1  take  my  children 
to  school  in  the  morning  we 
kiss  and  cuddle  at  the  gate 
before  I  say  goodbye  but  there 
was  never  any  of  that  with 
Mum.  I  never  knew  anything 
different,  of  course,  so  if  didn't 
bother  me,  but  looking  back  it 
does  seem  strange." 

Joanna.  36,  can  recall  how 
easy  it  was  to  disconnect  from 
the  family  relationship  once 
school  hegan.  “If  I'd  see  Mum 
coming  down  the  corridor  at 
school,  I'd  just  think  'it’s  one  of 
the  teachers'.  We  never  ex¬ 
changed  glances  or  talked 


Mrs  Purnell,  now  retired  from 
teaching,  shakes  her  head.  “I 
dont  remember  anyone  ever 
talking  to  me  about  the  girls 
all  The  rime  I  was  there.  I  was 
in  the  staff  room  as  a  teacher, 
not  as  a  parent." 

The  classic  difficulty  thaf 
arises  from  having  a  foot  in 
both  camps  is  that  you  never 
feel  quite  af  home  in  either. 
Rosie  was  stung  once  when 
she  gained  a  prize  ar  the  school 
eisteddfod  and  was  told  by 
another  girl  that  she'd  only 
won  because  her  mother  was 
the  English  teacher.  “But  if 
Mum  ever  marked  our  home¬ 
work."  says  Joanna.  "It  came 
back  a  mass  of  red  ink." 


Thirty  years  later  Tony 
Muir  still  feels  that  he 
was  caught  up  in 
harries  between  the 
staff  and  iheir  reforming  new 
deputy.  "I  was  aware  that  it 
was  important  to  do  well.  My 
father  tried  nor  to  push  me  but 
I  knew  that  it  would  be  a 
disgrace  if  I  did  badly." 

Although  the  Purnell  girls 
and  Tony  Muir  came  out  of 
the  experience  very  differently, 
all  three  clearly  felt  a  very  real 
concern  for  their  parents.  Jo¬ 
anna  can  recall  her  friends 
impersonating  '  the  teachers. 
“Mum  used  to  raise  one 
eyebrow  if  she  was  cross.  I 
used  to  dread  seeing  anyone 
raising  an  eyebrow  like  that." 
"What  I  really  hared  was 
being  in  a  classroom  next  to 
her,"  says  Rosie.  “I  didn’t  want 
to  hear  her  telling  anyone  off." 

With  the  deputy  head  for  a 
father  Tony  Muir  was  even 
more  vulnerable.  “I  used  to  see 
him  up  on  rhe  stage  in 
assembly.  It  was  his  job  to  fell 
the  various  forms  when  to 
leave  and  I  had  this  dread  that 
one  day  no  one  would  do  what 
he'd  say,  that  there'd  be  a 
revolt  and  he'd  be  powerless. 
It’s  awful  to  fear  something 
like  that  abour  your  father." 

This  concern  for  our  pa  rents 
is  something  we  are  used  to 
feeling  at  home  but  at  school 
the  world  normally  divides 
more  simply  into  "them"  and 
“us"  —  adults  vs  children.  The 
problem  of  having  a  parent 
teaching  alongside  you  is  thai 
loyalties  arc  divided 
Tony  Muir  says:  "My  father 
died  three  years  ago  and  I 
never  asked  him  why  he  took 
that  job.  We  never  talked 
abour  what  either  of  us  went 
through.  It  was  probably  just 
as  bad  for  him  but  we  never 
spoke  of  it.  I  wish  we  had  been 
able  to." 


A  young  Mrs  Purnell:  “I  wasn't  at  school  as  a  parent" 
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about  what  we'd  be  having  for 
tea.  Thar  was  just  how  it  was." 

Tony  Muir  is  less  philosoph¬ 
ical.  Now  in  his  forties  he  still 
wishes  his  father  had  never 
come  to  teach  at  the  local 
grammar  school.  "It  wasn't 
just  the  fear  of  reprisals  — 
although  there  were  some  of 
those  —  this  was  a  time  when  I 
would  have  liked  to  get  to 
know  my  father  better  bur,  if 
anything.  I  felt  mure  distant 

from  hint.  We  were  _ 

both  of  us  very 

keen  not  m  embar-  Jf  | 

rass  the  other  and  1 

think  that  made  fur  Mu 

a  real  distance  bet¬ 
ween  us.  In  my  tHg 

twenties  I  wanted 
to  ask  him  why  he  r»nrr 

taik  the  job.  Surely  k*ul  1 

he  must  haw  • 

known  rite  difficul- 
ties  it  would  cause?  1 

But  I  never  did."  “aCfl 

Tony  also  felt  he 
was  picked  on  by 
some  of  the  teaching  staff.  “I'd 
overhear  my  parents  talking 
abnm  this  one  and  that  one  my 
father  was  having  trouble  with 
and  I’m  sure  some  of  those 
masTers  took  it  out  un  ire.  Not 
directly  but  there  was  this  level 
of  aggression.  My  parents 
always  tried  not  to  speak 
about  school  husiness  in  front 
of  me  but  you  can't  hide  every 
time  the  phone  goes  ’ 

Tony  admits  that  he  pruba- 


If  I  saw 
Mum  in 
the  school 
corridor, 
we  ignored 
each  other 


bly  became  oversensitive 
about  how  other  people  treat¬ 
ed  him.  "There  was  a  sort  of 
tradition  in  our  school  that  the 
fifth  form  always  ran  riot  on 
the  last  day  of  the  school  year. 
Each  year  tried  to  do  some¬ 
thing  different  from  the  last 
but  when  I  was  in  the  fifth  I 
was  kept  out  of  what  they  were 
planning.  I  didn’t  say  any¬ 
thing  at  the  time  but  I  remem¬ 
ber  thinking  that  that  was 
•  really  mean  after 

all  rite  years  I’d 
been  at  school  with 
rhose  boys.  It  really 
r»  ir»  brought  home  to 

me  how  little  they 

hnol  trusted  me." 

I1UVJ1  Life  was  a  lot 

Jf-y-  easier  for  the 

JUI ,  Purnell  daughters 

irvrraH  w*1°  attended  Our 

LUICU  Lady's  Convent  in 

.1  the  centre  of  Car- 

liner  diff.  -If  anything  I 

think  the  other 
girls  protected  us," 
Rosie  explains.  ‘1  never  felt 
they  ganged  up  on  me  because 
my  mum  was  stria.  Some¬ 
times  you'd  hearsomeone  look 
at  what  we'd  got  next  and  say 
'Oh  God,  Mrs  Purnell'  but 
never  to  my  face." 

What  Rosie  feared  most  was 
her  mother  gening  to  hear 
about  anything  she  did  wrong. 
"I  was  a  real  scaredy-caf  at 
school  but  I  don't  think  any  of 
the  teachers  did  fell  on  me." 


Ruth  Gledhill  enjoys  worship  ancient  and  modem 


Back  to  the  future 


r  )  WITH  1.000  days  to  go  before 

the  third  Christian  millen- 

,-jfc  ■-%£.. fj  nium  begins.  Greenwich  par- 
k  i  'sh  church  was  the  only 

I  possible  place  to  visit.  With 

-"V  pre-millennial  tension  huild- 
•  .--5.  "  ins  up  around  the  world.  I 

anticipated  a  fevered  excite- 
meni  among  Anglicans  worshipping  at  the 
universal  centre  of  time.  But  if  ever  a  sense  of 
the  eternal,  unchanging,  omnipresent  nature 
of  the  Church  of  England,  or  perhaps  of  God. 
is  to  be  had,  it  is  here. 

Even  though  a  millennium  clock,  nearby 
had  already  started  to  tick  the  seconds  away, 
it  felt  as  if  rime  was  standing  still.  The 
church,  like  the  hymn  book  it  uses,  combines 
ancient  and  modem.  It  has  its  own  Web  site, 
but  uses  a  traditional  liturgy  peppered  with 
thee  and  thv  for  communion.  A  committee 
has  been  appointed  to  plan  millennium 
celebrations.  Ideas  under  discussion  includ¬ 
ing  commissioning  a  dance  for  St  Alfege.  a 
carol  from  Cl  iff  Richard,  a  son  et  lumiere  and 
re-enacting  the  journey  of  the  Magi  across 
Greenwich  park  at  Christmas  IW  Yet 
Sunday  worship  in  this  beautiful  church  is 
reassuringly  Anglican  and  traditional. 

The  vicar,  who  is  also  chaplain  to  the  Royal 
Naval  college  nearby,  was  on  holiday  and 
our  service  was  taken  by  the  curate.  Canon 
Richard  Buck,  whose  natural  ebullience 
belied  his  60  years.  The  congregation  was 
dotted  with  angelic  children  who  were 
among  the  best-behaved  Ive  seen  in  church. 

There  has  been  a  church  here  at  least  since 
the  time  of  the  martyrdom  of  St  Allege,  the 
29th  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  man 
who  introduced  the  precept  of  eating  fish  on 
Friday.  He  was  taken  hostage  by  the 
invading  Danes  on  Easter  Saturday  and 
despatched  with  an  axe  on  the  site  where  the 
church  now  stands.  Tomorrow  the  church 
will  be  closed  during  the  Marathon,  but  next 
week  worshippers  can  return  to  celebrate  the 
feast  day  of  their  saint. 

The  composer  Thomas  Tallis  was  buried 
in  the  chancel  of  the  church  preceding  this 
one  and  he  is  believed  to  have  used  an  organ 
console  preserved  in  the  present  church. 
Mary  members  of  the  choir  sing  in  the  Tallis 
Society,  which  explained  their  breathtaking 
rendition  of  the  anthem.  And  I  Saw  a  Mew 
Heaven  by  Bainton.  God's  salvation  would 
be  revealed  at  the  end  of  time,  we  heard,  in 
our  reading  from  the  first  letter  of  Peter.  “In 
this  we  rq'oice.  though  now  for  a  little  while 
we  may  have  to  suffer  various  trials."  Canon 
Buck  preached  about  the  self-inflicted  trials 
of  the  Heaven's  Gate  suicide  cult.  “They 


Parishioners  at  communion  at  St  Alfege 
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killed  themselves  to  free  their  souls  from 
their  bodies  in  order  to  be  caught  up  to 
heaven  in  a  spacecraft  manned  by  aliens."  he 
said.  "Make  no  mistake,  we  will  hear  and 
read  of  many  more  such  bizarre  tragedies  in 
the  next  1,000  days  or  so  as  millennialist 
fever  erupts  all  over  rhe  world  and  new'  cults 
proliferate."  To  be  rruly  human  does  not 
mean  shuffling  off  this  mortal  coil  to  become 
a  free  spirit,  he  said. 

He  referred  To  Talleyrand,  an  excommuni¬ 
cated  bishop  who  became  Napoleon's  chief 
agent.  “A  man  sought  his  advice  on  founding 
a  religion  which  would  be  scientific,  ethical 
and  free  from  the  superstitions  of  Christian¬ 
ity."  he  said.  Talleyrand  thought  deeply  and 
then  replied:  "I  advise  you  to  die  and  on  the 
third  day  to  rise  again." 

•  Si  Allege  Greenwich.  London  SE10  {WSI-S58 
b&28). 

hap:f  l  MW.longirudeO.co.uk/Sr-alfege 
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50  Perennials  and  5  Shrubs 
only  £19.99  inc.  p&p 


TIMES  readers  are  offered  this  superb  Burden  cot- 
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.Ml  the  plants  are  supplied  well  rooted  and  ready  for 
planting  immediately,  to  bring  a  burst  of  colour  and 
definition  to  your  flower  beds  and  borders. 

Each  pack  contains:  4  Asfflbe  -  deep  green  foliage 
with  I2-I5in  spikes  af  (lowers  between  June  and  Aug: 
4  Lupin  -  beautiful  coloured  spires  which  bloom 
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(lower  between  June  and  Aug:  6  Liatris  -  pink/purple 


flowers  in  dense  spil.es  during  SepL  heigh  l  24-JKjin. 

There  is  also  a  selection  of  ?U  ground  covers 
plants,  consisting  of  four  of  each;  Campanula 
carpatira  -  blu'e/purpl*  flowers  in  Jul/Aug: 
Saponaria  -  bright  pink  flowers.  June-Aug:  Sedum 
spurium  -  dense  deep  pink  flowers.  Jul/Aug: 
Thymus  serpyflum  -  blooms  aboie  dense,  aromatic 
foliage.  June-Aug:  and.  Sedum  acre  -  a  mass  of  flow¬ 
ers  between  Aug/Sept.  The  five  flowering  shrubs  are: 
Buddleia  -  purple  plumes.  Jut  in  Oct.  height  tH0fu 
Forsyth ia  -  mass  of  yellow  blossom.  Mar/ Apr. 
heigfii  nft;  Lo  nicer  a  -  deep  pink  flowers  in 
May/June,  with  red  berries  in  Jul/Aug.  Iwiaht  6-Sfn 
Philadetphus  -  double  while  flowers  in  Jun/  jul:  and. 
Rfbes  -  deep  pink  flowers  Mar  lo  May.  with  blue 
berries  in  Aug. 
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changing, 
but  the 
jungle  still 
calls,  says 

Stephen 

McClarence 


Lightning  flashes 
through  the  dark  Bor¬ 
neo  jungle,  flying  fox¬ 
es  squabble  in  the 
freetops,  fireflies  flit.  And. 
from  somewhere  in  the  dusk,  a 
strange  bird  call  trills  out  It  is 
high-pitched,  regular,  insis¬ 
tent  in  its  command.  “A  horn- 
bill?"  I  ask  Patrick,  our  guide. 
“Our  mobile  phone."  he  says. 
And  answers  it. 

There’s  a  familiarity  about 
this.  On  a  previous  trip  to 
Borneo,  still  the  most  mysteri¬ 
ously  remote  of  islands,  we 
took  an  express  boat  up  river. 
In  the  cabin,  old  men  in  loin 
cloths  with  earlobes  dangling 
down  their  cheeks  sat  next  to 
headhunters’  grandchildren. 
The  cabin  lights  went  down 
and  the  entertainment  started 
...  two  hours  of  World  Wres¬ 
tling  Federation  videos.  That 
night  the  sun  set  in  scarlet  fury 
and  from  across  the  'river 
drifted  music  of  primeval  reso¬ 
nance:  Herman’s  Hermits 
singing  Something  Tells  Me 
Tm  into  Something  Good. 

Nowhere  is  safe  from  Cola- 
isation.  but .  Sabah  is  safer 
than  most,  in  the  top  right- 
hand  comer  of  Borneo,  it’s  the 
least  familiar,  the  most  eastern 
part  of  eastern  Malaysia. 

Patrick  —  half  Filipino, 
quarter  Bornean  and  quarter 
Irish  —  is  leading  our  jungle 
trek.  He  has  big  plans  for  vs: 
five  miles  through  rainforest, 
hacking  a  way:  wading  across 
rivers,  hanging  on  to  rope 
bridges.  Adventure,  he  says. 

Our  party  set  off  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning  by  Land  Rover 
for  theTabin  Wildlife  Reserve, 
the  largest  protected  area  in 
Sabah,  well  off  the  tourist  trail. 
Its  jungles  support  mammals 
such  as  the  Plain  PJ/gmy 
Squirrel,  the  Hairy-nosed 
Otter,  the  White  Nocturnal 
Moonrar  and  the  Lesser  False 
Vampire  Bat.  We  see  none  of 
them,  but  they  probably  see  us 
as  we  stride  past  towering 
trees  with  great,  buttressed 
trunks,  twined  and  twisted 
with  creepers.  Everything  here 
dings  desperately  to  the  sliv¬ 
ers  oflight. 

There  are  six  of  us.  includ¬ 
ing  porters.  Sharim  carries  the 
food.  Dodong  has  the  pots  and 
pans  and  Mukattil  brings  up 
the  rear,  with  the  chemical 
toiler  /and  screens).  From  time 
to  time  Patrick  calls  out  the 
names  of  the  birds  perching  or 
soaring  200ft  above  us  —  the 
blue-throated  bee^ater.  the 
Asian  paradise  flycatcher,  the 
Malayan  blue  hanging  para¬ 
keet.  He  whistles  to  them. 
They  whistle  back. 

We  set  up  camp  near  a  mud 
volcano:  a  clearing  in  the 
forest  where  animals  gather  to 
bathe.  Patrick  stares  at  a  pile 
of  dung.  “Elephants  were  here 
yesterday."  he  says. 


A  village  woman  of  the  jungle,  her  ear  lobes  pierced,  stretched  and  hung  with  weighty  jewellery,  is  the  traditional  face  of  old  Borneo.  Elsewhere,  high-rise  hotels  and  shopping  malls  reflect  the  Malaysian  boomtime 

» 


Sharim  starts  cooking  din¬ 
ner  on  a  Primus  stove,  and 
insects  are  lured  by  the  light  A 
flying  grasshopper  as  big  as  a 
sparrow  lands  an  my  shoul¬ 
der.  No  problem.  Patrick  says. 
Not  dangerous.  “But  that 
is. . .  ”  He  bangs  his  plate  down 
on  a  beetle  inciting  towards 
the  omelette.  "It  flies  in  your 
ear  and  can't  get  out”  he  says. 
“There  are  many  insects."  says 
Mukattil  thoughtfully. 

As  darkness  falls,  the  croak¬ 
ing  tree  frogs  take  over  from 
the  “six  o'clock  cicadas".  Big¬ 
winged  butterflies  float  past 
like  tissue  paper.  The  sun  sets 
a  lurid  yellow,  the  flying 
squirrels  circle  as  we  sit  under 
a  vast  dome  of  stars.  The 
darkness  is  infinite,  foe  jungle 
screeches  and  shooting  stars 
flash  across  foe  sky.  Both 
calming  and  alarming,  it  is 
veiy  near  paradise. 

The  next  day  is  full  of 
hombilfs.  flapping  and  cack¬ 
ling  in  derision.  It's  hot 
enough  to  shower  in  your  own 
sweat  but  later,  in  the  evening 
cool,  we  climb  on  foe  Land 
Rover  for  a  night  safari. 

Patrick  scans  the  trees  and 
roadsides  with  a  searchlight, 
and  suddenly  a  pair  of  animal 
eyes  glints  back.  A  leopard  cat. 
a  civet,  a  couple  of  owls? 
“Bufly  fish  owls  ”  Patrick  says. 
It’s  the  exhilaration  of  a  hunt 
without  foe  cruelty. 

We  drive  on  to  Sandakan, 
the  centre  for  foe  birds-nest 
soup  industry  and  capital  of 
British  North  Borneo  in  the 
days  when  rubber  planters 
shared  gin  pa  ft  its  with  Somer¬ 


BORNEO  FACT  FILE 


■  Worldwide  Journeys  and  Expeditions  f017J-381 8638)  organises 
laDor-made  lours  of  Borneo,  from  £1,745  for  a  two-week  Sabah 
Wildlife  Safari  including  four  days' jungle  trekking  in  Tabin, 
three  days  on  libatan  Island  and  return  flights  from  London. 
BA  double  room  at  the  Riverside  Majestic  Hold  in  Kuching 
(00  60  82  247777)  costs  about  £94  a  night,  including  taxes. 

■  Vaccinations  are  not  compulsory  for  Sarawak  and  Sabah,  bul 
protection  against  typhoid,  cholera,  hepatitis  A.  polio,  tetanus  and 
malaria  are  recommended.  See  your  GP. 

■  British  passport  holders  do  not  need  *isas  For  Sarawak 
and  Sabah. 

■  The  best  time  lo  visit  is  March-July.  Temperatures  hover 
around  30C  all  year.  The  rainy  season  is  Novrmber-Februaty. 

■  Reading:  the  Travel  Bookshop  (0171-229  5260)  recommends 
Wanderings  in  the  Great  Forests  of  Borneo,  by  Odoardo  Bcccari 
(Oxford  Gniverisiy  Press.  CII.9F).  Into  the  Heart  of  Borneo,  by 
Redmond  O'Hanlon  (Penguin.  £6.99).  Malaysia  &  Singapore 
Handbook,  by  Joshua  Eliot  (Footprint  £12.99).  Insight  Guide. 
Sabah  (Insight  £3.99). 


set  Maugham.  Photographs  in 
the  Church  of  St  Michael  and 
All  Angels  show  tweedy  Brit¬ 
ish  rectors  in  sturdy  shoes, 
grinning  broadly  in  the  dazz¬ 
ling  sunlight 


F! 


jrom  the  quay,  full  of 
steamers  straight  out 
of  Lord  Jim.  we  motor- 
boat  to  Libaran.  an 
offshore  island  which  is  being 
discreetly  developed  as  a  holi¬ 
day  village. 

It's  a  classic,  almost  diched, 
tropical  island,  with  palm 
trees,  white  beaches  and  lap¬ 
ping  waves.  In  foe  bamboo 
chalets,  foe  fans  whirr  listless¬ 
ly.  a  slight  breeze  ruffles  the 
mosquito  nets,  and  happy 
tourists  doze. 

Most  of  the  tourists  have 


come  for  an  evening  of  turtle- 
watching  on  nearby  Selin  gan 
island.  Sobered  by  foe  news 
that  only  one  turtle  egg  in 
10,000  survives  and  that  the 
creatures  can  be  blinded  by 
flashbulbs,  we  eat  in  the 
Sunset  Cafeteria  and  wait  for 
the  turtles  to  provide  foe  after- 
dinner  entertainment 

After  two  hours,  the  guides 
signal  that  rangers  have  found 
a  turtle  laying  her  eggs.  We 
sprint  across  foe  beach  to  foe 
crater  where  she  has  reached 
egg  No  56  of  her  batch  of  119. 
We  duster  round  like  a  torch¬ 
light  Nativity  scene. 

Later,  ready-hatched  baby 
turtles  are  released  into  the 
water.  ‘Go  for  it  Leonardo," 
shouts  an  exdted  American, 
splashing  about  among  them. 
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A  pristine  Bornean 


^yjforest,  unchanged  for  60  million  years  and  protected  from  settlers  by  mountainous  terrain 


"Donatello . . .  that's  my  boy." 

Less  hyperactive  is  a  cruise 
round  the  tangled  mangrove 
swamps  off  the  Borneo  coast 
The  boat  makes  a  laid-back 
way  round  coiling  rivers 
where  foe  jungle  presses  rest¬ 
lessly  to  foe  water's  edge. 
Monitor  lizards,  like  prototype 
crocodiles,  patrol  the  banks, 
eyeing  baby  monkeys. 

Every  quarter  mile  are 
shacks  on  stilts,  small  commu¬ 
nities  of  fishermen  and 
boatbuilders.  Three  children 
in  neat  blue  uniforms  paddle 
home  from  school  in  a  canoe, 
looking  strangely  suburban  in 
all  this  wilderness. 

“Do  you  Hear  that  clicking?" 
Bingo,  our  new  guide  asks. 
“It’s  dams  closing." 

On  the  safl  back  to  Sanda¬ 
kan.  we  pass  convoys  of  boats 
piled  high  with  timber  and 
controversy.  Malaysia's  log¬ 
ging  policy  may  alarm  envi¬ 
ronmentalists,  but  foe  nation's 
Prime  Minister,  Dr  Mahathir 
Mohammad,  is  thrusting  in 
self-defence.  European  nations 
have  destroyed  much  of  their 
forests,  he  says  in  The  Borneo 
Post.  Look  at  Sherwood  Forest 
—  cut  down  and  replaced  by 
castles.  "Now  it  is  our  turn  to 
develop.  But  they  are  not 
happy  with  it.  Thq1  would  like 
us  to  maintain  our  culture  and 
to  live  in  foe  jungle  with  no 
schooling.  To  them,  there  isn’t 
much  difference  between  us 
and  animals." 

His  words  go  down  well  in 
Malaysia.  A  campaign  for  foe 
“Expression  of  Gratitude  to 
the  Prime  Minister",  celebrat¬ 
ing  Mahathir's  15  years  in 
office,  has  attracted  more  than 
30,000  greetings  from  com¬ 
panies  and  voters. 

How  different  from  our  own 
“White  Rajahs”,  foe  Brooke 
family  who  ruled  Sarawak, 
the  other  half  of  eastern  Ma¬ 
laysia.  with  benign  feudalism 
for  just  over  a  century.  Their 
Home  Counties-style  palace  in 
Kuching,  foe  state  capital,  is 
still  foe  fa/rylir  focal  point  of  a 
fascinating  city,  where  foe 
high-rise  hotels  and  shopping 
malls  of  boomtime  Malaysia 
are  going  up. 

In  foe  markets  at  the  far  end 
of  Chinatown,  with  its  Doris 
Beauty  Salon,  crowds  gather 
every  evening  to  buy  durians, 
the  “Queen  of  Fruits"  whose 
sweaty  cheese  smell  gets  it 
banned  from  many  hotels. 
They  squeeze  them,  shake 
them,  smell  them.  It's  more 
like  a  medical  examination 
that  a  purchase. 


The  medical  shops  them¬ 
selves  advertise  dandelion  for 
diabetes,  gentian  for  nerves, 
and  algin  for  environmental 
pollution. 

A  main  attraction  is  the 
museum,  once  run  by  Tom 
Harrison,  who  studied  foe 
tribes  of  Sarawak  after  setting 
up  Mass  Observation  to  study 


the  tribes  of  northern  Eng¬ 
land.  Its  main  gallery  features 
foe  contents  of  a  crocodile’s 
stomach,  including  a  dental 
plate  (top  set)  and,  with  just  a 
hint  of  Captain  Hook,  a 
wristwratch,  stopped  forever 
at  a  quarter  to  four. 

At  the  far  end  of  foe  gallery 
is  a  reconstructed  native  long- 


house.  wifo  human  skulls 
hung  in  the  rafters. 

Do  people  live  that  way 
now.  I  ask  a  man  studying  a 
carved  hombili.  "Oh  no."  he 
says,  “they're  civilised  now." 
And  his  mobile  phone  rings. 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of 
Worldwide  Journeys  and 
Expeditions. 


A  peaceful  Island  awaits  you  only  two  hours 
and  a  short  crossing  from  London. 

It’s  been  called  Britain’s  best  kept  secret,  and  while  we  want  to 
spread  the  word,  we  don’t  want  to  shout  about  it. 

We  want  you  to  enjoy  the  sandy  bays  and  chalk  cliffs;  the  woods 
and  downs;  the  creeks  and  rivers;  the  pubs  and  restaurants. 

No  one  knows  this  Island  better  than  Wightlink.  There,  we’ve  given  it 
away.  We’re  talking' about  the  Isle  of  Wight,  just  off  the  South  Coast. 

If  you  want  to  know  where  to  stay  and  what  you  can  do,  just  phone 
us  and  we’ll  help  you  plan  the  perfect  break. 

just  between  ourselves. 

Telephone:  0990  820202 
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Burnt 
out  by 
the  sun 


TRAVEL  NEWS  j 


■  DESPITE  increasing  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  dangers  of  sun¬ 
burn,  one  in  six  Britons  still 
overdoses  on  sunshine  on 
holiday,  a  new  survey  says. 

Nearly  half  of  those  who 
suffered  used  creams  that 
were  too  weak.  A  higher 
number  said  they  did  nor 
realise  how  strong  the  sun 
was.  About  28  per  cent  got 
burnt  after  falling  asleep  in 
the  sun.  Bums  were  so  bad 
that  one  in  ten  sufferers  had  to 
go  to  a  doctor  or  hospital,  says 
me  insurance  company  Home 
&  Overseas. 

The  older  generation  are  the 
most  sensible,  with  two-thirds 
of  over-55s  saying  they  never 
got  sunburnt,  compared  with 
one-third  aged  below  35. 

■  MORE  GERMANS  travel  to 
more  countries  than  any  other 
nation.  Their  wanderlust 
means  that  almost  80  million 
— one  in  eight — of  the  world’s 
tourists  come  from  Germany. 
The  Czechs  are  the  second 
most  travelled  people  with  57.3 
million  on  the  move  last  year. 
Americans  are  in  third  place 
and  Britons  fourth,  according 
to  a  survey  by  analyst 
Euromonitor. 

France  is  the  most  popular 
country  and  attracts  60.5  mil¬ 
lion  foreign  visitors  a  year, 
with  Spain  second.  America 
third,  Italy  fourth.  China  fifth 
and  Britain  sixth. 

The  biggest  growth  in  both 
arrivals  and  departures  has 
been  in  eastern  Europe,  with 
Poland  recording  a  70  per  cent 
increase  since  1991. 

■  RESTAURANTS  in  some  of 
die  most  popular  resorts  in 
Cyprus,  such  as  Ayia  Napa 
and  Protaras,  will  shut  next 
week  because  of  a  strike  by 
staff  in  protest  at  a  Govern¬ 
ment  ban  on  issuing  work 
permits  to  foreigners. 

■  SINGAPORE  just  pipped 
Manchester  to  be  voted  the 
world*  top  airport  by  long- 
haul  airline  passengers,  says 
die  International  Air  Trans¬ 
port  Association.  Hie  new 
terminal  at  Changi  ousted 
Manchester  from  die  top  spot 
it  held  last  year  in  a  poll  of 
55,000  passengers. 

■  A  NEW  agency  letting  cot¬ 
tages  has  opaied  in  Northern 
Ireland,  with  more  than  100 
properties  on  its  books.  Coun¬ 
try  Cottages  (01232  815858) 
offers  converted  coach  houses, 
farmhouses,  fishing  lodges 
and  stone  cottages,  all  of 
which  are  tourist-board  grad¬ 
ed.  Peak  season  prices  rise  to 
£400  a  week. 

Frazer  Hood,  of  Country 
Cottages,  says:  “Until  now. 
there  has  not  been  an  indepen¬ 
dent  agent  acting  for  self¬ 
catering  owners  in  Northern 
Ireland." 

On  request,  he  will  identify 
the  type  of  cottage  required 
and  send  individual  details  of 
relevant  properties. 

■  SOUTH  African  Airways 
has  dropped  its  orange  livery 
with  a  Springbok  on  the  tailfin 
of  its  2J300  aircraft  in  favour 
of  the  country*  new  flag. 

■  P&O  European  Ferries  has 
reduced  peak-season  fares  on 
the  prime  Dover-Calais  route 
by  22  per  cent  to  bring  it  in  line 
with  its  Channel  Tunnel  rival 
Le  Shuttle. 

The  new  fares  are  £210  for 
peak  weekend  travel  and  £150- 
£169  for  weekday  sailings. 
Single  and  five-day  tickets 
start  at  E90.  All  prices  are 
applicable  to  a  car  and  up  to 
eight  passengers. 


Night  life 
with  Elvis 


FORGET  THE  likes  of  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  and  Planet  Hollywood;  a 
,  nightclub  bearing  the  Elvis  name  is  to  open  in  Memphis  this  summer  as 
part  of  the  biggest  ever  Elvis  Week  (August  9-17),  commemorating  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  king  of  rock’n’roll's  death.  Expected  to  be  the  first  of  a 
worldwide  chain,  the  large  dub  complex  is  situaied  in  the  former 
Lansky’s  department  store  where  the  young  Elvis  bought  bis  drainpipes 
and  loafers  in  the  1950s. 

Other  highlights  of  the  wake  will  indude  a  candlelit  vigil  on  August  IS, 
the  night  of  his  death,  talk-ins  between  family,  friends  and  fans,  and  the 
opening  of  his  parents'  bedroom  at  his  Gracdands  mansion.  A  favourite 
Elvis  snack  —  fried  peanut  butter  and  banana  sandwiches  —  wfU  be.  on 
sale  throughout  at  the  cafe  next  to  his  recording  studio. 
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Postcards 
from  the  edge 

THE  24-hour  delivery  of  a  postcard 
from  Perth,  Australia  to  a  pension¬ 
er  in  Devon  may  be  a  record; 
personal  experience  reveals  that 
Europe  has  a  more  cavalier  attitude 
towards  holiday  maiL 

Having  recorded  the  dates  of  a 
year’s  cards  sent  and  received, 
Hong  Kong*  service  comes  out  top 
with  an  average  of  two  to  three 
days  for  delivery,  and  even  my 
messages  from  Zanzibar  took  only 
six  days;  wish  you  were  heres  from 
Salzburg  took  four  days,  Dordogne 
five  days,  Greece  a  week,  and  even 
within  Britain  three  to  four  days 
was  par  for  the  course. 

The  worst  culprits:  out  of  five 
postcards  sent  from  Otranto  in 
Italy,  three  were  never  seen  again 
and  the  other  two  took  three  weeks 
to  arrive.  Two  p re-stamped  cards 
handed  in  to  a  Nairobi  hotel  did  not 
arrive  at  all.  although  a  card  posted 
in  Madrid  at  Christmas  did  —  on 
February  20. 

Bastille  biking 

I  ^  CYCLING  for  Soft- 

k— <  ies  (0161-248  8282) 

suggests  La  Venise 
Verte  as  the  ideal 
r  y  y  spot  to  join  France* 
Bastille  Day  festivi¬ 
ties.  In  many  of  its 
villages  you  get  a  double  dose  of 
revolutionary  celebrations,  with 
fireworks,  live  music  and  dancing 
under  the  stars  starting  on  July  13, 
followed  by  picnics  and  parades  on 
July  14. 

The  Venise  Verte  in  the  Marais 
Poitevin  is  one  of  the  lesser  known 
regions  of  France.  It  is  criss-crossed 
by  little  lanes  and  a  web  of  12th- 


century  canals  hidden  under  tun¬ 
nels  of  beech  and  poplar,  and  is  a 
flat  but  picturesque  landscape  that 
is  ideal  for  cycling  novices. 

The  firm*  seven-night  “Super 
Softie"  break,  based  on  the  village 
of  Celles  sur  Belle,  costs  E563  for 
half-board  accommodation,  cycle 
hire  and  route  maps,  but  not  travel 
to  and  from  France. 

■  TRADITIONAL  winter 
sunshine  destinations  are 
being  offered  at  reduced  prices  in 
what  is  their  low  season  from 
April  until  the  end  of  June.  In 
Kuoni’s  (01306  740500)  Limited 
Edition  programme,  a  week's 
B&B  in  Luxor  costs  between  £259 
and  £31%  sax  nights  in  Cuba* 
Havana  costs  £299-045  or  in  a 
Varadero  beach  resort  from  £355- 
£379,  both  on  a  room-only  basis. 
There  are  also  savings  on 
holidays  to  Mexico  (from  £499), 
the  Maldives  (from  £529)  and 
Grand  Cayman  (from  £579). 

Late  bookings 

WITH  tour  operators  already 
putting  "foil  up"  signs  at  many 
popular  summer  destinations,  I 
checked  out  a  few  last  resorts  from 
the  largest  tour  operator.  Thomson 
Holidays  (0990  502555). 

Claiming  a  20  per  cent  rise  in 
bookings  overall  for  summer  1997 
—  fastest  sellers  being  the  Balearic 
islands.  Canaries,  southern  Spain 
and,  after  a  few  years’  gap,  Italy  — 
it  can  still  offer  space  on  the  sand  in 
the  Greek  islands:  a  June  week  on 
Kos,  the  birthplace  of  Hippocrates, 
costs  £300  B&B.  In  Spain*  Alme- 
ria,  an  August  half-board  week 
costs  around  £380.  In  Croatia,  a 
week*  half-board  costs  E400-E440 
in  either  picturesque  Rovinj  or  the 
old  Austro-Hungarian  aristocratic 
holiday  favourite  of  Opatija. 
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You  too  can  place  flowers  on  Elvis  Presley’s  grave  at  Graceland  during  EMs  Week  in  August  which  marks  the  20th  anniversary  of  his  death 


Further  afield,  the  Dominican 
Republic  is  a  longhaul  bestseller 
thai  is  already  70  per  cent  foil,  and 
you  may  have  better  luck  with 
Mexico,  Jamaica  or  by  flying  to 
Florida  front  a  regional  British 
airport  A  fortnight's  package  to 
Orlando  in  early  July,  departing 
from  Cardiff,  costs  £565  (based  on 
four  sharing  on  a  room-only  basis). 

■  THE  International  Otter 
Survival  Fund  (01471  822487) 
is  running  five-day  otter  watching 
trips  to  the  Hebridean  islands  of 
Skye  and  Raasay  between  May 
and  October.  On  the  west  coast  of 
Scotland  otters  are  not  nocturnal 
and  with  patience  and  luck  it  is 
possible  to  watch  them  fishing 
and  playing  in  the  lochs.  The  price 
of  025  includes  full  board  and 
daily  excursions  with  a 
professional  guide. 

Historic  homes 

WELL-KNOWN  for  its  British 
collection  of  forts  and  follies,  the 
Landmark  Trust,  the  charity  that 


JILL  CRAWS  HAW’S  TRAVEL  TIPS 


rescues  historic  buildings  and  lets 
them  out  for  holiday  rent,  also  has 
foreign  properties. 

In  Italy,  these  include  26  Piazzi  di 
Spagna.  the  apartment  sleeping 
four  in  Keats's  former  house  in 
Rome  —  he  died  on  the  floor  below 
in  1821  —  which  costs  £1.134  a  week 
(per  property);  and  Villa  Saraceno. 
tile  16th-century  PaUadian  villa  in 
Vicenza  that  exemplifies  all  the 
characteristics  that  English  archi¬ 
tects  learnt  from  the  master  him¬ 
self,  Andrea  Palladio.  The  villa 
costs  from  £3.283  a  week  and  can 
accommodate  16  people. 

Naulakha.  Rudyard  Kipling*  for¬ 
mer  New  England  home  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  was  built  in  1893  when  he  was 
still  entranced  by  the  countryside  of 
his  new  wife*  family,  although 
homesickness  drove  him  back  to 
Britain.  Eight  people  can  rent  the 
home  for  E890-EL328  a  week. 

The  Landmark  Handbook  costs 
£850,  refundable  against  booking 
from  the  Trust  (01628  825925). 


■  No  trip  to  Scotland  is 

complete  without  a  visit  to  a 
distillery  and  some  serious 
sampling.  Details  of  the  42 
distilleries  that  welcome  visitors, 
including  those  with  facilities  for 
disabled  people,  are  available 
from  the  Scotch  Whisky 
Association  (0171-629  43849-  An 
interesting  phrase  recurs  in  22  of 
the  42  listings:  “Admission 
charges  with  redemption  in 
shop".  What  can  they  mean? 

Sea  stories 

THEMED  cruises  will  take  place 
tin  Cunard*  (01703  634166)  QEU 
this  summer.  Television  chef  Gary 
Rhodes  and  wine  expert  Charles 
Metcalf  will  be  the  guest  lecturers 
on  the  transatlantic  voyage  between 
Southampton  and  New  York  from 
June  6-12;  on  a  “Chefc  de  Chefs" 
cruise  from  August  24-30.  the 
personal  chefs  of  some  of  the 
world*  leaders  (including  the 


Queen.  President  Clinton  and 
President  Chirac)  will  tempt  pas¬ 
sengers  with  their  recipes. 

During  a  July  cruise  around 
some  of  Scandinavia*  fiords. 
Yorkshire  artist  Ashley  Jackson 
will  be  the  guest  lecturer,  while 
darts  takes  centre  stage  on  a 
transatlantic  crossing  from  August 
24  to-  September  4.  with  Eric 
Bristow  and  Keith  Delier.  The  14- 
night  Scandinavian  cruise  starts  at 
El  595,  the  six-night  transatlantic 
crossings  from  £1.265. 

Driving  range 

THE  14  remaining  Grand  Prix 
events,  as  well  as  the  Le  Mans  24- 
hour  race,  the  Indy  500  and  the 
Goodwood  Festival  ofSpeed.  are  all 
in  Page  &  Moy*  (0116-250“  7007) 
Motor  Racing  Tours  programme. 
For  those  who  want  hands-on 
experience,  a  Commando  Day 
break  at  Mallory  Park  on  June  7 
and  December  6  indudes  driving  - 
an  Aivis  Stalwart  amphibious  vehi¬ 
cle,  an  Abbot  tank  and  Honda.  Pilot-. 
Dune  Buggies:  The  cost  is  £165. 
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Poorly  trained  and  over-equipped  novices  on  diving  holidays  are  destroying  rare  marine  life 

We’re  killing  off  our  coral  seas 
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Exploring  the  Red  Sea;  Eqypt  is  controlling  its  dive  sites 


The  ever-growing  popu¬ 
larity  of  recreational 
diving  is  good  for  busi¬ 
ness  —  but  not  for  the  coral 
reefs  and  their  inhabitants. 
With  bigger,  more  fuel-eff- 
ident  aircraft,  cheaper  tickets 
and  dive  centres  booming 
everywhere,  divers  travel  ever 
more  frequently,  in  larger 
numbers,  further  and  further 
away  to  the  fast  unspoilt 
places  in  the  world. 

As  if  that  is  not  enough, 
there  are  new  big  boats  almost 
everywhere  to  take  divers  to 
the  most  remote  and  inaccessi¬ 
ble  virgin  reefs.  A  few  are 
ecologically  aware;  most,  un¬ 
fortunately,  are  not. 

They  arrive  in  the  .mid- 
Pacific  or  the  central  Red  Sea 
with  perhaps  fewer  than  IS 
dives  logged  and  the  printer’s 
ink  still  wet  on  their  certifica¬ 
tion  cards,  armed  with  video 
systems  and  cameras  that 
make  Jacques  Cousteau* 
equipment  look  like  toys.  With 
no  knowledge  of  marine  life  or 
buoyancy  control,  they  dam¬ 
age  and  destroy  the  reefs  and 
bit  by  bit,  day  by  day.  they 
eventually  frighten  the  marine 
life  away. 


In  Egypt,  on  the  Sinai 
peninsula,  the  booming  diving 
trade  has  got  so  busy  that  dive 
sites  have  to  be  policed  and 
prior  booking  has  to  be  made 
with  the  local  authorities  to  go 
to  a  selected  dive  site.  And  if 
one  wishes  to  see  sharks  —  it* 
too  late.  They  have  all  swum 
away  to  quieter  areas.  I  visited 
Sudan  last  year  and  was 
deeply  saddened  by  the 
amount  of  damage  being  done 
to  some  frequently  dived  reefs 
there. 

Sha'ab  Rumi  and  Sanganeb 
reefs  are  among  the  richest  in 
the  Red  Sea  ana.  according  to 
popular  belief,  they  are  little 
known  and  rarely  dived.  This 
is  far  from  the  truth.  At  the 
rime  of  my  visit  there  were 
possibly  up  to  ten  live-aboard 
boats  operating  out  of  Port 
Sudan  —  not  bad  for  a  country 
that  is  still  in  a  state  of  civil 
war. 

Most  of  the  divers  seemed  to 
be  Italian  and  many  were 
apparently  experiencing  their 
'first  tropical  dives.  Corals 
were  being  hung  on  to  and 
dislodged  m  the  strong  cur¬ 
rents.  fragile  staghorn  and  fire 
corals  were  being  broken  into 


pieces  by  careless  fin  kicks  or 
being  landed  on  as  a  result  of 
poor  buoyancy  control. 

A  diver  was  seen  to  sit  on  a 
large  brain  coral  to  pose  for 
the  camera.  Photographers 
regularly  sit,  lie  or  kneel  on 
corals  while  taking  photo¬ 
graphs.  In  one  case  I  observed 
a  pair  of  divers  remove  large 
chunks  of  the  reef  to  get  a 
closer  view  of  a  moray  eel 
hiding  in  a  crevice,  only  to  find 
the  eel  swim  off  in  a  panic. 

Much  worse:  at  the  Cous¬ 
teau  Precontinant  II  study 
area,  on  Sha'ab  Rumi  reef, 
many  or  the  corals  are  dead. 
Some  of  the  extremely  large 
fable  corals  that  look  so  beau¬ 
tiful  in  Andre  Ghisotti/Ales- 
sandro  Carlerri*  book.  Red 
Sea  Dior’s  Guide,  stand  now 
as  great,  lifeless  skeletons. 

Yes.  there  still  is  a  lot  of 
coral  there  but  it  is  soft 
coral.  Lithophyton 
arharenm.  This  is  an  aggres¬ 
sive  grower  that  takes  particu¬ 
larly  well  in  areas  where  there 
is  no  competition,  notably  on 
dead  corals. 

In  the  Mediterranean  there 
is  also  a  problem,  again  with 


recreational  divers.  Although 
there  are  no  coral  reefs,  there 
are  many  “ahermatypic"  cor¬ 
als.  These  are  solitary,  non¬ 
reef  building  corals  that  grow 
mostly  in  shaded  areas  such  as 
cave  entrances  or  on  rocky 
overhangs. 

All  along  the  rocky  Mediter¬ 
ranean  coastlines  there  are 
uncountable  crevices,  caverns, 
rocky  overhangs  and  perma¬ 
nently  shaded  wails,  areas 
that  sustain  a  prolific  growth 
of  delicate  bryozoans  (sea 
mosses),  ahermatypic  corals, 
fan  worms,  anemones  and 
sponges. 

The  Mediterranean,  with  its 
warm  waters  and  relatively 
short  flight  times  from  most  of 
Europe,  attracts  divers  by  the 
thousands  each  summer.  In¬ 
deed,  many  may  learn  to  dive 
here.  But.  once  again,  lack  of 
knowledge  and  poor  buoyancy 
control  lead  To  no  end  of  this 
fragile  environment  being 
damaged.  Fin  kicks  and  cylin¬ 
ders  hitting  die  cave  ceilings 
break  away  the  sea  mosses 
and  corals  on  a  daily  basis. 

Areas  frequently  visited  by 
divers  result  in  large  pockets 
of  waste  uir  accumulating 


under  these  overhangs.  This 
air  sometimes  stays  for  hours 
or  even  days  before  filtering 
through  the  rock,  also  causing  jfl 
the  death  of  many  anemones,  ™ 
corals  and  sponges. 


During  the  past  few 
years,  much  has  been 
written  on  this  subject 
and  in  some  countries  action  is 
being  taken  to  control  diving 
activities,  such  as  in  Egypt 
Many  dive  centres'try  to  make 
their  divers  more  aware,  but 
little  or  nothing  is  being  done. 

It  is  rime  for  all  concerned, 
from  certification  agencies, 
diving  schools,  diving  instruo 
tors  and  even  travel  organis¬ 
ations,  to  rake  a  long  and 
serious  look  at  these  problems. 
A  complete  revision  in  train¬ 
ing  programmes  for  divers  is 
urgently  needed. 

Much  mare  rime  should  be 
spent  on  buoyancy  control 
training,  for  example,  and 
certainly  a  large  part  of  any 
diver's  course  should  include 
education  to  make  everyone 
more  aware  of  the  marine  life 
around  them. 

Francis  Abbott 


butterflies 


I  want  to  see  Pompeii  -  slowly 
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**■"£  The  spectacular  flora  of  Northern 
Z.  ’ Cyprus  is  unlike  anywhere  in  the  world. 
Sitting  amongst  the  multi  colours  of  the 
..-.A  Crown  Anemone  at  Arapkoy  Lawrence 
Durxel  mused  that  ’the  field  appeared 
at  first  sight  to  be  populated  by  a  million  butterflies'. 

The  natural  beauty  here  stirs  all  her  visitors.  Warm 
clear  seas  and  uncluttered  beaches  fringe  a  hinterland  of 
pine-scented  hills,  citrus  groves,  and  endless  intriguing 
i  antiquities.  North  Cyprus  is  truly 
V  *  j/  die  spirit  and  soul  of  Cyprus. 

^/nORTH  ^  0541 5556 50 

or  call  0171 6311930 
*  The  Spirit  and  Soul  of  Cyprus  for  more  information. 
North  CvmsTouwsrOmcE.  29  &dpord  Square.  Lcmxk.  WCI83EG. 


CYPRUS 

Tito  Spirit  and  Soul  of  Cyprus 


THE  growing  numbers  of  active  senior 
citizens  seeking  bungee  jumping  or 
scuba  diving  holidays  has  seen  tour 
operators  catering  extensively  for  de¬ 
mand  in  recent  years.  The  sector  is 
complemented  by  the  backbone  of  coach 
tours  and  escorted  groups  available  for 
holidaymaker*  of  advanring  years. 

However.  Times  reader  Jean  Lefley 
does  not  want  any  of  these  options.  As  a 
single  person,  she  wants  to  travel  abroad 
and  at  a  pace  where  she  can  "relax  and 
potter”.  She  wanted  to  visit  Pompeii  but 
could  not  find  a  tour  operator  who 
offered  the  site  without  it  being  part  of  a 
demanding  itinerary. 

"It  is  all  right  if  there  are  (wo  of  you 
who  can  arrange  a  holiday  tailored  to 
your  own  requirements  and  pace.  But  for 
the  solitary  traveller,  there  is  nothing 
designed  for  those  who  would  like  a  less 
demanding  schedule  and  a  much  more 
leisurely  pace. 

“1  have  had  to  take  holidays  abroad 
which  are  too  busy  and  miss  out  some  of 
the  excursions,  even  though  I  have  paid 
for  them  as  'included'  in  the  considerable 
cost  of  the  holiday." 

Miss  Lefley.  of  Stan  mo  re,  Middlesex, 
has  developed  an  Italian  passion  fate  in 
life.  She  is  aware  of  Page  &  Moy  coach 
tours  —  "which  I  would  hate,  sightseeing 
and  constant  moving  from  place  to  place" 


’’  o' 


—  and  Saga,  “possibly  all  right  for  the 
newly  retired  in  good  health". 

A  slower  paced  Italian  odyssey  for  the 
less  'energetic  traveller  may  prove 
difficult  to  find.  Explore  Worldwide, 
which  includes  many  “easy"  holidays  in 
a  brochure  of  170  different  options,  has 
an  right-day  lour  based  on  Naples  and 
Sorrento  which  indudes  Pompeii. 

The  average  escorted  yroup  is  between 
18  and  22  people  with  visits  to  a  number 
of  archaeological  sites.  But  there  is 
travelling  every  day  on  the  itinerary. 
Travers  Cox.  the  managing  director, 
says:  "Our  tours  are  structured,  the 
sightseeing  is  planned  and  there  is  not  a 
lot  of  free  time.  She  could  opt  out  but  it 
defeats  the  object. 

"On  longer  trips  we  bnfld  in  the  odd 
day  off.  but  on  shorter,  archaeological 
trips  the  itinerary  is  completely  fall  She 


is  a  bit  in-between  —  perhaps  she  could 
look  at  other  parts  of  the  world  with  not 
so  much  movement  built  in.” 

Sunvil  Holidays  also  runs  escorted 
tours  and  is  mindful  of  the  energy  levels 
of  many  clients.  Dudley  dcr  Parthog.  rhe 
director,  says:  "A  lot  of  tours  are  for  the 
elderly  market  so  we  are  not  going  to  let 
them  come  home  exhausted."  However. 
Sunvil*  definition  of  relaxed  is  still 
unlikely  to  match  that  of  Miss  Lefley*. 
Its  ten-night  tour  of  Cyprus,  for  example, 
involves  stays  in  five  hotels. 

A  cruise  is  the  choice  of  many 
energetically  challenged  holidaymakers, 
with  Swan  Hellenic  and  P&O  Cruises 
among  those  combining  on-board  lec¬ 
tures  with  shore  excursions.  But  a  land- 
based  holiday  is  more  of  a  problem. 
John  Kirk  of  VFB  Holidays,  which 
specialises  in  escorted  groups  to  France, 
says:  “With  the  best  will  in  the  world,  we 
want  to  accommodate  people.  But  if  it  is 
not  suitable;  or  it  will  hold  other  people 
up,  then  we  tend  to  say  'no'. 

"I  think  Miss  Lefley  would  be  much 
better  suited  with  a  standard  package 
holiday  where  she  can  pick  up  ihe 
daytrip  options  she  requires." 

•  We  welcome  letters  an  holiday  travel.  Send 
them  to  Letters,  Travel  Department.  The 
Times.  I  Pennington  Street  London  El  9.XN, 
or  fax  0J7I-7S2  $124- 
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Italy:  A  three-page  special  starts  with  an  upwardly  mobile  home  at  Eurocamp;  plus  wine-lovers  countryside 


Chiantishire  is  chic.  Chianti- 
shire  is  charming.  Chianti¬ 
shire  is  middle  England's 
idealised  vision  of  abroad.  Indeed 
Chianti  is  the  countryside  they  are 
keen  to  copyright.  Could  it  possibly 
be  right  then,  to  go  and  camp  right 
in  the  middle  of  it? 

To  one  whose  middle-class  ambi¬ 
tions  had  often  focused  on  a 
prolonged  sojourn  —  perhaps  re¬ 
tirement  —  in  some  dream  Tuscan 
farmhouse,  the  proposal  smacked 
of  sacrilege. 

If  not  quite  stealing  beauty  (to 
smuggle  in  the  name  of  a  recent 
film  In  which  Tuscany's  photogeni- 
cally  rolling  countryside  comman¬ 
deered  the  starring  role),  this  was 
decidedly  getting  beauty  on  the 
cheap.  I  need  not  have  worried.  In 
the  event  the  Girasole  camping 
centre,  up  a  side  road  from  Figlione 
Valdamo.  gave  fulfilment  to  the 
^  more  modest  aspects  of  my  dreams 
without  spoiling  anyone  else’s. 

The  site  is  large,  but  in  its  older 
seed  cm.  established  20  years  ago, 
already  blanketed  in  trees.  Even 
the  more  recently  Installed,  and  still 
rather  raw  looking,  gravel  terraces 
on  which  our  Eurocamp  mobile 
homes  were  stationed  didn't  block 
anyone's  view. 

The  single  picturesque  Tuscan 
villa  on  the  pine-dad  shoulder  of 
hillside  overlooking  the  camp  was 
the  Villa  Norcenni.  owned  by  rhe 
campsite  proprietors  and  let  by 
Them  as  holiday  apartments  to 
tourists  who  would  not  go  without 
the  security  of  four  walls. 

Mobile  homes  have  walls,  but 
they  are  thin  ones.  Only  Japanese 


The  caravan  site  for  sore  eyes 


paper  ones  come  thinner.  Many 
mobile  homes  are.  of  course,  any¬ 
thing  but  mobile.  Eurocamp's  stay 
where  they  are  pur.  complete  with 
shower  and  toilet.  gas  cooker, 
fridge,  and  sitting  room,  atop  a 
redundant  undercarriage,  like 
neatly  arranged  chalets  on  wheels. 

Pull-out  beds  and  bunks  make  a 
sleeping  capacity,  it  is  daimed,  of 
eight,  but  that  is  horrible  to 
contemplate.  Two  of  us  with  one 
small  bedroom  apiece  were  perfect¬ 
ly  comfortable.  Three,  or  even  four 
who  knew  each  other  well  and  got 
along  reliably,  would  have  been 
tolerable.  After  that.  I  imagine, 
horror  stories  begin. 

Proper  campers  go  under  can¬ 
vas.  The  tents,  in  fact,  are  better 
ventilated  and  insulated  than  the 
mobile  homes,  and  are  cooler  by 
day  and  warmer  at  night.  Truly 
mobile  homes,  though,  particularly 
those  belonging  to  Dutch,  German 
and  Swiss  families,  get  to  be  very 
grand,  cruising  from  site  to  site 
carrying  a  shed  full  of  mountain 
bikes,  a  party-sized  barbecue  or 
two.  satellite  television  and  all 
manner  of  home  comforts  down, 
quite  possibly,  to  a  built-in  Jacuzzi. 

Camp  sites  are  convivial  places. 
Noises  one  heard  were  sometimes 
not  from  one's  own  caravan,  but 
from  next  door.  Without  exception, 
though,  the  nff-peak  season  visitors 
were  quiet  and  considerate. 

A  site  rule  forebade  vehicles 


The  Piazza  della  Cistema  in  San  Gimignano,  left,  is  a  favourite  spot  for  drinking  Chianti 


entering  after  lOJOpm  (some  sum¬ 
mer  Germans  and,  sadly.  Brits 
having  sometimes  abused  a  come- 
and-go-as-you-please  regime).  So 
our  hotch-potch  of  tents,  vans, 
pavilions,  Portakabins  and  trailers 
in  the  Tuscany  sunshine  resembled 
a  well-ordered  suburb,  with  two 
restaurants,  a  post  office,  a  super¬ 
market  souvenir  shops,  a  public 
baths,  tennis  courts,  football  pit¬ 
ches.  bowling  greens,  riding  stables 
and  swimming  pools.  There  were 
no  untoward  disturbances,  unless 
one  counted  a  rowdy  but  good- 


natured  bunch  of  young  Italians 
front  Figlione  who  chose  the  camp's 
excellent  Tavema  as  the  venue  for  a 
send-off  to  one  of  their  number  who 
had  been  called  up  for  military 
service. 

The  site's  restaurants  were  good 
enough  to  attract  regular  local 
custom.  The  chefs.  Paolo  Ametoli 
and  Marinella  Raspini.  gave  cook¬ 
ery  classes  by  special  arrangement 
on  two  mornings  during  our  stay. 
Young  British  mums  who  discov¬ 
ered  the  secrets  of  making  crosiini 
and  liramisu  reckoned  they  were 


good  enough  to  be  on  television. 

The  rest  of  the  camp's  crew, 
though,  were  a  cosmopolitan 
crowd.  The  statuesque  beauty  be¬ 
hind  the  bar  wbo  looked  as  if  she 
had  just  stepped  out  of  a 
Ghirlandaio  fresco  was  a  Dane. 
The  Claudia  Cardinale  luokalike 
behind  the  supermarket  till  was 
Irish.  The  barman  who  made 
perfect  cappuccino  was  Spanish 
and  the  comely  waitress  was  Aus¬ 
tralian. 

Some  or  the  camp  rules  were 
strange,  none  more  so  than  a 


requirement  that  anyone  using  the 
swimming  pool  must  wear  a  bath¬ 
ing  cap.  This  applied.  I  was  told, 
even  to  men.  like  me.  who  were 
completely  bald.  The  most  plausi¬ 
ble  justification  advanced  for  the 
rule  was  that  hair  clogged  the 
pool's  filters,  bur  no  one  suggested 
my  beard  needed  wrapping. 

By  contrast,  too.  no  headgear 
was  available  for  two  other 
camp  pastimes  where  it 
might  have  been  thought  essential 
—  horse-riding  and  scooter  hire. 
The  Irish  Claudia  Cardinale  con- 
tided  that  her  cousin  had  fallen  off 
one  of  the  scooters  —  and  the 
doctors  at  the  local  hospital  had  not 
noticed  that  she  had  cracked  a 
knee,  a  rib  and  a  wrist,  overlooking 
all  three  while  strapping  a  suppos¬ 
edly  strained  tendon. 

Undaunted  by  these  omens  1 
hired  a  scooter.  The  mileometer. 
speedometer,  trafficators  and  hom 
did  nor  work,  but  otherwise  it  was 
tine,  and  as  long  as  one  travelled  on 
byroads,  prov  ed  an  invaluable  way 
of  getting  about  the  countryside. 

Greve  in  Chianti,  with  a  wide 
open  triangular  market  place,  local 
hero's  statue  and  traditional 
maceliaria  selling  excellent  salami 
and  prosciutto  proved  the  prize 
exhibit,  but  the  roads  between 
Radda  and  Strada  were  delightful. 

I  would  not  have  dared  ride  the 
scooter  into  Florence  or  Siena. 


though  others  did.  but  the  camp 
was  linked  to  the  former  by  bus  or 
by  rail  from  Figlione.  One  English 
couple  were  using  the  camp  as  a 
base  for  their  detailed  exploration 
of  Florence,  having  decided  that  it 
was  both  more  economical  and 
congenial  than  staying  in  town. 

Tuscanv  is  so  rich  in  treasures 
that  it  becomes  impossible  to 
nominate  favourites,  bui  after  the 
crowds  in  San  Gimignano  no  one 
should  miss  Momeriggione,  the 
perfect  little  fortified  hilltop  town 
that  has  scarcely  altered  since 
Dante  described  it  in  his  Inferno. 
We  had  commendable  meals  at  Al 
Marsili  in  Siena  and  Da  Giannino 
in  Florence.  1  found  myself  a  well 
above  average  lunch  at  the  Vignale 
in  Radda.  and  we  had  an  excellent 
dinner  with  fine  wines  at  the 
Luanda  Borgo  Antico  at  Lucolena. 
on  the  way  to  Greve.  Yet  the 
outstanding  meal  was.  appropri¬ 
ately.  our  last  supper,  at  the  Hotel 
Risiorante  Santa  Chiara.  a  restored 
Itnh-centuiy  convent  in  Sarteano. 

What  we  had  saved  on  accommo¬ 
dation  also  enabled  us  to  buy 
enough  pasta,  truffle  cream,  sala¬ 
mi.  panforte  and  olive  oil  to  last  till 
next  spring,  when,  who  knows,  we 
might  go  ramping  around  Chianti 
again. 

Robin  Young 

•  The  author  camped  at  the  Girasole 
centre.  Figline  Valdamo.  as  guest  of 
Eurocamp  (0/565  o  500221.  Mobile 
homes  at  the  site  cost  from  E-toFa 
fortnight  for  two  adults  and  up  to  four 
children:  tents  are  LXfl  a  fortnight  for 
a  couple  and  up  tu  three  children.  Both 
rates  include  short  sea  crossings. 

MICHAEL  SHORT 


Chianti?  I’ll  drink  to  that 


There  is  no  doubt  that 
Chianti  is  the  Italy  of 
Ravello’s  paintings  in 
the  flesh.  Here  men 
still  walk  through  rhe  woods  to 
stalk  rabbits  and  the  wild  boar 
snuffle  along  their  tiny  tracks 
just  as  rhey  did  five  centuries 
ago  when  Uccello  watched 
them,  and  then  painted  them. 
*jlf  you  take  the  strode 
%inali.  the  neighbourhood 
roads,  that  are  not  intended  to 
join  places  so  much  as  to  give 
access  to  scattered  houses  and 
wine  farms,  you  an  disrover 
an  Italy  that  the  flustered 
crowds  beside  the  Ponte 
Vecchio  will  never  see. 

-Dusty  in  summer,  muddy 

in  winter,  as  Barry  Unswor* 

describes  them  onthe  first 
page  of  his  magnificent  new 

novel  After  Hannibal.  There 
are  thousands  of  mUes  of  them 
wandering  across  the i  face  f 

rural  Italy.  When  such  a  road 

has  reached  your  door,  tt  nas 
ntMiecessary  further  existence; 


it  may  struggle  along  some¬ 
where  else,  or  it  may  not." The 
vidnati  provide  the  key  to  die 
secret  Italy,  the  Tuscany  be-, 
yond  the  Uffizi  —  in  Chianti. 

In  Chianti,  these  winding, 
often  unpaved  roads,  cart 
tracks  that  have  etched  their 
way  into  the  heart  of  the 

landscape,  are  called  the 
strode  bianche .  the  white 
roads.  They  curl  as  secretly 
and  as  sinuously  as  the  ten¬ 
drils  of  the  vines  they  pass. 
Theirs  is  a  world  where  there 
is  scarcely  a  telephone  pole  or 
electricity  cable,  let  alone  a 
road  sign;  a  world  where  the 
lark  still  sings  uninterrupted. 

The  white  roads  snake  their 
way  throughout  the  ~S6 
square  miles  of  Chianti,  the 
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area  Cosimo  de'Medici.  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  de¬ 
clared  the  world's  first  grape- 
growing  area  more  than  300 
years  ago.  From  San  Casciano 
in  the  north,  they  wriggle  past 
cypresses  and  old  stone  farm¬ 
houses  south  towards  Greve 
and  on  to  the  hilltop  towns  of 
Castellina.  Radda  and  Gaiole. 
all  of  which  proudly  bear  the 
title  “in  Chianti"  after  their 
name.  From  there,  the 
bianche  slither  further  south 
to  the  tiny  village  of  Ponte  al 
Buzzoni.  'within  sight  of  the 
turreted  walls  of  Siena. 

The  bianche  have  hardly 
changed  in  centuries.  In  the 
first  days  of  October  I  drove 
along  them  gingerly,  nursing 
my  hired  Fiat  Punto  between 
the  ruts  and  stones,  bouncing 
across  the  tracks  in  second 
gear.  With  the  autumn  sun 
filtering  through  the  trees, 
laying  a  patchwork  of  orange 
and  red  on  the  ground  in  front 
of  me.  it  was  an  enchanted 
journey  through  the  heart  or 
their  white  magic. 

Every  twist  and  turn  in  the 
road  brought  a  surprise:  an 
elderly  farmhouse  dog  lying  rn 
rhe  sun  uninterested  in  any 
visitor:  a  wine  tanker  parked 
in  the  middle  of  the  road  for  no 
reason;  grape  pickers  sitting  at 
rhe  roadside  earing  their  picnic 
lunch  and  laughing:  a  pnest 
on  a  bicycle:  the  sudden, 
unexpected  resonance  of  a 

single  bell  tolling  from  a 

tower.  .  , 

Sometimes  the  mtincne 
threatened  to  peter  out:  the 
ribbon  of  rocks  and  rubble 
apparently  coming  to  a  halt  at 
a  precipice  or  a  hairpin.  But 
they  never  did.  Sometimes 
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■  Cricketer  Holidays 
(01892  6642424)  offers  one 
and  two-week  packages  to 
Colielungo.  Prices  start 
from  £891  for  one  week, 
and  £1310  for  a  fortnight, 
which  includes  return  day¬ 
time  flights  from  London 
Gatwick  to  Florence  with 
Alitalia,  airport  taxes,  all 
transfers,  self-catering  ac¬ 
commodation  al_  Colle- 
lungo  and  the  hire  of  a 
group  B  car  from  Hertz. 

■  Podera  Colielungo. 
53011  Castellina  in  Chianti. 
Sienc  (00  39  577  7404S9). 


CHIANTI  I 
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•  Greve 
•Panzano 

•Vofpata 

•Radda 


the  grapes  must  be  picked 
when  they  are  dry.  and  juiced 
quickly  if  the  chianti  is  to  be 
good.  The  grapes,  and  the 
wine  that  comes  from  them, 
are  the  staples  of  Chianti,  as 
are  the  olives  from  the  trees  for 
their  oil. 

The  producers  make  the 
chianti  beyond  the  borders  of 
these  narrow,  magical  valleys 
at  die  centre  of  Tuscany,  but 


CastBtlina 


■Vagliagtl 
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■  Reading:  Walking  and  Eating  in  Tuscany  and 
Umbria,  by  James  Lasdun  and  Pia  Davis  (Penguin.  E8.99). 
DH  Lawrence  and  Italy  (Penguin  £7.99).  Tusmnv. 
Umbria  and  rhe  Marches,  by  Dana  Fa  cams  and  M  ichael 
Pauls  (Cadogan.  E  15.99). 


Tarmac  would  return  for  a 
time,  only  to  disappear  again 
without  explanation.  But  there 
was  always  another  vista,  and 
always  one  1  had  not  been 
expecting.  ,  . 

On  occasion,  the  dark 
Sangiovese  grapes  that  make 
90  per  cent  of  the  wine  of 
Chianti  would  wrap  them¬ 
selves  around  me  like  an 
aristocrat's  cloak.  But  then, 
just  as  suddenly,  they  would 
disappear,  to  be  replaced  by  a 
stunning  panorama,  such  as 
Ihe  one  across  to  the  16th- 
century  abbey  at  Badia  a 
Passignano.  just  west  of 
Greve.  which  shimmered  like 
a  Moorish  palace  in  The  morn- 


land  by  way  of  Sambuca  and 
San  Donato  in  Poggio.  The 
plain  behind  you  stretches 
away  westwards  towards  the 
setting  sun  and  the  towers  of 
San  Gimignano  fade  to  shad¬ 
ow  on  the  horizon. 

Or  you  ran  drive  for  40 
minutes  from  Castellina  or 
Radda  one  morning  and  expe¬ 
rience  the  splendour  of  the 
Pi 37?a  del  Campo  in  Siena. 


at  uie  centre  ui  ,ii»cuir.  uui  ~ -t,  - 

nor  far  outside  them,  and  the  .  before  disappearing  into  one 
finest  version  -  chianti  of  that  mysterious  city's  side 


made  only  in  these  valleys 


The  12  apartments  are  not 
rhe  tiny  attic  rooms  of  Flor¬ 
ence,  for  each  has  its  own 
terrace  and  individual  bath¬ 
room,  and  a  hearth  or  wood- 
burning  stove.  Each  also  has 
its  own  view  across  the  grapes 
towards  the  turrets  of 
Castellina  and  provides  an 
unsurpassable  base  fordiscov^ 
ering  Tuscany  —  and  Chianti 
—  in  a  style  that  those  in 
pursuit  of  their  own  Room 
With  a  View  over  the  Arno  in 
Florence  will  never  see. 

There  could  be  no  finer 
place  from  which  to  prove  that 
Chianti  is  not.  and  never  has 
been,  a  bit  of  a  joke. 


ing  mist.  One  morning  I  took 
the  winding  Via  Chiantigiana 
north  out  of  Panzano  up  to 
almost  1.600  feet,  then  doubled 
south  again  towards  the  castle 
of  Volpaia,  which  produces 
one  of  the  finest  chianti 
classicos.  You  can  buy  it  from 
a  small  shop  set  into  the  castle 
walls  on  one  side  of  a  village 
square  that  is  scarcely  large 
enough  to  house  half  a  dozen 
tables  for  its  one  cafe.  1  sat 
there  for  an  hour  and  watched 
the  inhabitants  come  and  go. 

October  is  the  time  of  the 
vendemmia.  the  grape  har- 
vest,  and  the  locals  come  to  the 
raft  to  buy  bread  and  talk 
about  the  weather.  They  know 


dassico  itself  —  comes  from 
these  valleys  alone. 

BThe  wine  consortium 
of  the  region  is  so 
proud  of  its  history 
and  its  wine  that  it 
marks  it  with  the  gallo  nero, 
the  black  rooster.  This  is  the 
andent  emblem  of  the  14th- 
century  Chianti  Military 
League,  which  had  its  head¬ 
quarters  in  Castellina  in  Chi¬ 
anti.  Two  centuries  later. 
Giorgio  Vasari  included  the 
rooster  in  his  ceiling  painting 
of  the  Salone  dei  Cinquecento 
in  the  Palazzo  Vecchio  in 
Florence. 

If  you  stay  in  Castellina  in 
Chianti,  with  its  tiny  chapel  to 
St  Frands  of  Assisi  in  its  main 
street,  it  is  less  than  an  hour's 
drive  to  Florence.  That  way, 
you  can  sneak  up  on  the  city, 
arriving  at  5.30  on  an  autumn 
afternoon  after  a  late  lunch  at 
an  osferifl  on  the  white  roads, 
and  slip  into  the  Uffizi  without 
having  to  queue. 

Then,  in  the  gathering  dusk, 
you  can  take  the  autostrada 
south  for  a  while,  before 
turning  east  into  the  Chianti 
hills  again  and  winding  back 
through  Machiavelli's  home- 


streets  for  lunch,  away  from 
the  worst  of  the  crowds.  You 
can  be  back  in  Chianti  far  a 
siesta  by  three  o'clock,  even  if 
you  do  stop  on  the  way  for  a 
grappa  in  Vagliagli. 

I  toured  the  strode  bianche 
from  a  tiny  new  development 
just  four  kilometres  outside 
Castellina  railed  Colielungo. 
whidi  means  “the  long  hill". 
Here.  12  individually  modelled 
apartments,  all  with  their  own 
galley  kiichens.  have  been 
painstakingly  created  over  the 
past  seven  years  by  Tony 
Rocca,  an  English  journalist 
and  his  wife  Mira. 

Just  a  few  minutes  by  car 
from  Castellina.  there  have 
been  dwellings  on  Colle- 
lungo's  200  acres  of  woodland, 
vineyard  and  olive  grove  since 
the  Etruscans,  but  now  the 
entire  estate  is  being  restored 
by  the  Rocca  s.  The  grapes  and 
olives  are  to  be  harvested 
again,  and  the  buildings  have 
been  carefully  refurbished  to 
retain  their  original  features. 

Hidden  at  the  foot  of  its  own 
two  kilometre-long  and  suit¬ 
ably  rutted  strada  hianca.  it  is 
one  of  Chianti's  newest  secrets 
and  opened  its  doors  for  the 
first  time  in  the  spring  of  1996. 


Geoffrey  Wans  ell 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of 
Cricketer  Holidays. 
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Coast  of 
song  and 
the  mount 
that  roared 


Sunday  night  at  San 
Carlo  opera  house  is  a 
highly  social  occasion 
for '  the  Neapolitans. 
As  the  lights  go  down,  torches 
snap  on  in  the  six  tiers  of  red 
and  gold  boxes  and  through' 
out  the  early  evening  perfor¬ 
mance  of  Rigoletto  are  noisily 
borrowed,  reclaimed  and  of¬ 
fered  to  the  people  behind  in 
order  to  follow  the  libretto. 

What  the  wildly  popular 
home-bred  baritone  Leo  Nucd 
galloped  through  his  third 
encore  of  Vendetta  si  Trem- 
enda  Vendetta ,  he  had  step¬ 
ped  out  of  the  role  of  tragic 
father  bent  on  revenge  to  one’ 
of  grinning,  bowing  superstar. 
Drama  swept  aside  arid  belief 
suspended,  matrons  in  black 
wool  suits  and  tight  perms 
chanted  "Verdi!  Verdi!" 

San  Carlo,  the  pride  of 
Naples  since  1737,  is  famous 
for  its  acoustics  but.  purists  be 
warned,  the  Neapolitans  go  to 
see  the  opera,  not  to  hear  it 
Tickets  are  hard  to  get,  but  the 
rest  of  the  city's  great  sights 
are  accessible,  uncrowded  and 
a  delight  to  visit,  thanks  to 
Naples’  unhappy  reputation 


for  crime  and  squalor  -that 
keep  the  tour  buses  away.  I 
spent  many  hours  wandering 
the  steep,  narrow  streets  of  the 
old  quarter  of  Spaccanapoti, 
and  the  Spanish  steps,  once 
notorious  for  street  urchins, 
without  feeling  the  slightest  bit 
threatened.  Of  course,  you 
should  take  care  of  your 
valuables,  but  the  greatest 
1  hazards  J  encountered  were 
,  being  dripped  on  by  the  fes¬ 
toons  of  laundry  that  block  the 
■  sky.  and  nearcollisions  with 
i  fast-moving  pedestrians  talk¬ 
ing  over  their  shoulders.  Ei¬ 
ther  the  Vespa-riding  bag- 
snatchers  and  pickpockets  had 
given  it  up  for  Lent,  or  Naples 
has  indeed  become  visitor- 
friendly  once  more. 

Once  a  high  spot  on  the 
Grand  Tour,  the  home  town  of 
Sophia  Loren,  Enrico  Caruso 
and  the  pizza,  and  where 
Nelson  fell  for  Emma  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Naples  is  both  ancient 
and  modem,  with  fine 
churches,  museums,  restau¬ 
rants,  smart  shops  and  won¬ 
derful  views.  Beneath  Vesuv¬ 
ius,  h  spreads  over  steep  hills 
down  to  a  double  bay.  The 
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Seen  horn  a  boat  on  die  azure  sea,  or  the  coast  road.  Positano  is  breathtakingly  pretty,  with  its  higgledy-piggledy  layers  of  pink,  cream  and  ydfow-washed  houses  dinging  to  the  dffi 


recently  renovated  Capodi- 
monte  museum  was  originally 
built  as  a  palace  to  display 
Charles  of  Bourbon's  china 
collection.  Its  galleries  now 
house  a  magnificent  art  collec¬ 
tion.  including  works  by  Ti¬ 
tian.  Caravaggio,  Goya  and 


Botticelli  The  palace  is  in  a 
large  park  with  a  splendid 
view.  Another  fine  view  is 
from  the  Museo  Nazi  on  ale  di 

San  Martino,  which  has  an 
amazing  collection  of  Christ¬ 
mas  cribs.  The  vast  Museo 
Archeologico  Nazionale  has 


the  greatest  collection  of 
Roman  art  in  the  world,  much 
of  it  salvaged  from  Pompeii. 

From  die  tourist  office  in  the 
comer  of  Piazza-Gesu  Nuovo, 
start  a  walk  of  the  old  centre, 
called  Spaccanapoli  after  the 
main  street  that  once  split 


Stockholm.  If  you  want  to  impress  your  friends. 
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Naples.  In  the  Chiesa  di  San 
Lorenzo  Maggiore.  see  the 
Naples  sandwich  —  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  Greek  agora, 
then  the  Roman  forum,  in¬ 
cluding  shops  layered  beneath 
the  13th-century  church. 

Whichever  way  you  turn 
there  are  churches  containing 
splendid  decorations  and  star¬ 
tling  relics.  The  Sansevero 
chapel  combines  both.  First 
marvel  at  the  veiled  Christ, 
sculpted  in  translucent  alabas¬ 
ter  then  go  down  to  the  crypt 

Here,  stand  with 
wide-eyed  school- 
children  before  the 
display  cases  con¬ 
taining  what  daim  to  be  two 
complete  human  cardiovascu¬ 
lar  systems  —  a  gory  web  of 
preserved  veins  —  removed 
horn  their  bodies  by  an  alche¬ 
mist  Recover  from  the  experi¬ 
ence  around  the  comer  in  the 
peace  of  the  cloisters  of  Santa 
Chiara.  decorated  with  ceram¬ 
ic  tiles  depicting  scenes  hum 
the  nuns’  lives. 

When  the  pleasure  of  walk¬ 
ing  wears  off.  the  way  to  get  up 
the  lulls  is  by  funicular  rail¬ 
way.  more  fun  than  taking  the 
bus,  though  the  bus  routes 
cover  more  ground. 

An  alternative  to  staying  in 
noisy  Naples  is  to  base  your¬ 
self  in  quaint,  easy-going  Sor¬ 
rento.  across  the  Bay  of 
Naples.  Despite  being  perched 
on  the  most  beautiful  stretch  of 
coast  in  the  Mediterranean, 
Sorrento  it  is  not  the  place  for  a 
beach  holiday.  Best  visited  in 
spring  and  autumn  when  it  is 
less  hot  and  crowded,  it  makes 
a  good  centre  for  day  trips. 

Frequent  trains  on  the  Cir- 
cumversuviana  railway  go  to 
Naples  in  an  hour.  The  same 
train  takes  you  to  Pompeii  — 
always  a  busy  site  but  less  so 
during  the  midday-3pm  lunch 
period  —  and  Ercolano  station 
for  Herculaneum,  preserved 
for  posterity  by  a  river  of  mud 
after  the  same  eruption  of 
Vesuvius  in  AD  79  that 
covered  Pompeii  in  ash. 

Hydrofoils  serve  Capri, 
where  visitors  flock  to  the  Villa 
San  Michele,  built  by  Dr  Axel 
Munthe  on  the  site  of  a  Roman 
villa,  which  has  Roman  stat¬ 
ues  and  a  magnificent  view. 

Buses  from  the  railway  sta¬ 
tion  go  to  Positano  and  Amalfi 
along  the  coast.  In  high  sum¬ 
mer  Positano  is  popular  with 
rich  Italian  holidaymakers.  It 
was  a  postwar  haven  for 
artists  and  writers,  most  fam¬ 
ously  John  Steinbeck.  Now  its 
steep,  crooked  streets  are  filled 
with  shop  doors  covered  in 
flapping  beach  wear,  and  day- 
trippers  jostle  for  the  limited 
space  on  which  to  sit,  lie  or 
stand.  Yet  seen  from  the  coast 
road,  or  from  a  vessel  on  the 
azure  sea.  it  is  breathtakingly 


pretty  with  its  higgledy- 
piggledy  layers  of  pink,  enjam 
and  yellow-washed  houses 
clinging  to  the  cliff.  Zeffirelli 
and  Sting  have  villas  there. 

On  ten  miles  to  the  less 
claustrophobic  and  more  his¬ 
torically  interesting  village  of 
Amalfi,  once  the  greatest  trad¬ 
ing  port  of  southern  Italy. 

The  cathedral,  one  of  the  few 
remaining  relics  of  the  town’s 
•  1  lth-centuiy  heyday  (most  of  it 
slid  into  the  sea  during  the 
earthquake  of  1343}  dominates 
the  main  square,  named  after 
Flavio  Gioia,  die  inventor  of 
the  compass.  ItisaBattenburg 
cake  of  a  building  in  blocks  of 
black  and  white  check  stone. 
The  byzantine  cast-bronze 
doors  lead  to  an  Incongruous 
baroque  interior.  In  the  crypt 
is  the  head  of  St  Andrew  and 
next  door  the  Chiostro  del 


Historic,  romantic  Amalfi 

Paradise;  the  Moorish  clois¬ 
ters  house  fragments  of  old 
Amalfi,  sarcophagi,  frescoes 
and  mosaics. 

In  the  main  square  is  the 
bus  stop  for  Raveilo,  and  just 
when  1  thought  the  next  hair¬ 
pin  bend  would  be  my  last,  the 
bus  deposited  us  nearly  1 ,000ft 
up  the  rock  face  at  the  edge  of 
the  delightful,  traffic-free  vil¬ 
lage  that  most  tourists  never 
see.  There  are  two  good  rea¬ 
sons  for  going  up  there  before 
lunch.  One  is  the  stomach- 
churning  journey  and  the 
other  is  the  Menu  Degusrer- 
ione  at  Palazzo  della  Marra. 
whose  awful  pink  paintings 
are  more  than  made  up  for  by 
course  upon  course  of  deli¬ 
rious  dishes  adapted  from  old 
local  recipes.  For  the  less 
hearty  there  is  a  Menu  Tipico. 

There  are  two  wonderful 
gardens  in  Raveilo  in  which  to 
walk  off  your  lunch.  The  half- 
ruined  Villa  Rufolo,  where  its 
last  resident  Wagner,  found 
inspiration  for  the  magic 
garden  in  Parsifal,  and  which 
is  host  to  a  music  festival  each 


summer,  has  lovely  views  and 
flower,  and  fountain-filled  ter¬ 
races.  Villa  Cimbrone  is 
another  haven  of  tranquillity, 
with  gardens  laid  out.  at  foe 
turn  of  the  century  by  the 
eccentric  English  Lord  Grim- 
thorpe. 

Or  stroll  along  Via 
S.  Giovanni  del  Toro  to  see 
palazzos  converted  into  hotels, 
such  as  Hotel  Caruso  where 
Greta  Garbo  spent  a  summer 
with  Leopold  Stokowski  and 
was  besieged  by  the  world's  > 
press,  and  the  Hotel  Palumbo,  W 
which  has  Baroque  frescoes. 

Return  fiobas^in  Sorrento  to 
recuperate  from  so  much 
sightseeing.  With  a  refreshing 
lai  of  architectural  ot  archae¬ 
ological  wonders  that  must  be 
seen,  it  is  a  wonderfully  relax¬ 
ing  place  to  stay. 

The  cathedral  befl  tower 
and  museum  are  all  there  if 
you  want  them,  but  ambling 
about  in  the  old  quarter  you 
can  discover  for  yourself  many 
little  churches  and  old  houses. 
Best  of  all  is  tile  green  and 
yellow-tiled  cupola  of  the 
Sedfle  Draninova,  now  a 
working  men's  dub.  With 
open  arches  on  three  sides,  it 
provides  a  living  tableau  of 
doth-capped  deters  playing 
cards  under  a  frescoed  ceiling. 
Passing  in  front  of  it  Via 
S.  Cesare  has  many  Iittiq 
shops  selling  handsome,  iongp, 
stemmed  artichokes  and  ton? 
a  toes  on  the  vine. 

Days  in  the  Hotel  Vittoria 
Excelsior,  built  on  the  spat 
where  Emperor  Augustus  had 
his  holiday  villa,  make  a 
delightful  change  from  gad¬ 
ding  about  Purpose-built  in 
1834  and  still  family-owned,  it 
is  centrally  placed  between  the 
main  square  and  the  port  yet 
buffered  from  the  hurly-burly 
by  a  dtrus-treeTined  avenue. 
The  hotel  is  grand  but  not 
stuffy.  Its  airy  Art  Deco  recep¬ 
tion  rooms  are  comfortable 
and  uncrowded. 


Beneath  the  dining 
room's  richly  fres¬ 
coed  cdling  we 
helped  ourselves 
from  the  breakfast  buffet 
The  hotel  terrace,  with 
Roman  busts  on  the  balus¬ 
trade,  overlooks  the  port  arul 
while  the  less  fortunate  have  \Z‘ 
totter  up  and  down  hundreds 
of  steps.  Vittoria  Excelsior 
residents  take  the  hotel's  pri¬ 
vate  lift 

Below  await  the  stripy  blue 
and  white  deckchairs  and 
postcard  stand  of  Bar  Rucrio. 
which  serves  perfect  cappuc¬ 
cino  to  sip  while  watching 
others  take  the  ferries  that  ply 
between  Naples  and  Capri 

Caroline  Hendrie 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of 
Italian  Escapades. 
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■  Italian  Escapades  (0181-748  J7"\  ' 

2661.  brochures  01233  2116)2}  j  \  \ 
aliens  a  two-centre  break  stay-  )  i,  \  .  I 

ing  at  ibe  Excelsior  Vittoria.  j  '  . 

Sorrento,  for  four  nights,  and  .  1  uJ 

the  Hold  Paradise.  Naples,  for  ■  *, 

three  nights  from  E744,  indud-  1 
ing  half-board  in  Sorrento.  ^itacutaneum 
B&B  in  Naples  and  return  .  -t-  ■HbT^T 
flights  horn  Gatwidc.  ‘  Sorr"nto 

■  Naples-only  breaks  are  .  :-j 

available  from  £274  for  three  i  .  Cap 
nights.  BAB  and  return  flights. 

Three  nights  at  the  Excelsior  ! 

Vittoria  in  Sorrento  costs  from  f  iQnflw 
£523  for  half-board  and  flights.  ‘ 

■  Tickets  for  the  San  Carlo  - - 

opera  must  be  booked  in  advance  by  Italian 
Escapades  as  part  of  a  package.  For  opera  tickets 
only,  call  Luusons  Abroad  on  0171-3764020. 

■  Whafs  on  m  Naples;  get  a  free  copy  Of  Qui 
Napoli  magazine  in  English  and  Italian,  from  the 
tourist  office  in  the  comer  of  Piazza  Dd  Gesu. 

■  Over  60s  and  under  18s  are  admitted  free  to 
stale-run  historic  silts  and  museums.  Including 
Pompeii  and  fbe  National  ArehaeoiogiCRl  Mp- 


seum  in  Naples  on  presen ta- 
r  A  L  Y  *  tioflofl»ssPMt 

■.Reading:  Bay  of  Naples  and 
,  '  .  the  Amalfi  Coast,  by  Dana 

AWwMus  '  FaeaTO  a*1*!  Michael  Pauls 

(Cadogan,  tounage  in 

1  ^Hwngafl  South  Itaf^  by  BHtb  a 

„•-*  .  ^  (Academy.  £9.50}.  The  Island, 
*  .  ?  ■■  AmaK " .  **  GnsC,w  Heriing  (Harvffl. 
PManS™®  :  E6.W). 

■  Restaurants  Naples  — 
<1  Bersagliera,  Borgo  Marinartj; 

rKteSl.  traditional  and  expmswe.  verv 
..  .  Uhpjg  -  ■  good  fish.  Pizzeria  Brandt 
PlUfl:  •  Salfta  SanfAnna  Di  Palazzo 
. . . '  '  - — Hi  established  1780.  birthplace 

atmfKntim _ _  of  **  M®gherita  tfax  lively 

J^^*^P«fect  pizzas.  Gambrinus,  Art  Now- 
vS  Tcatro  San  Carlo  at  the  end  of 

roffet  »x)  ice-creams! 

EBfStMSSi  BfitSf  .2" 

menu.  medievafiSpor*  M  ***** 
"  Wnces  Street 
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— — s^e  Florence,  which  enchants  the  eye  -  and  empties  the  wallet 


High  art  seen  with  hard  cash 


Station 
Cent. afe 
Sana  Maria 


!*.4*a* 


Take  time  to  wander  the  side 
streets  where  the  little  bars 
attract  a  predominantly  Ital¬ 
ian  clientele-  In  any  bar  or 
restaurant,  if  the  customers  are  all 
fellow  tourists  you  can  be  sure  the 
prices  will  have  escalated  accord¬ 
ingly.  Random  exploration  also 
brings  other  rewards:  the  discovery 
of  tree-lined  squares  and  stone 
houses  little  altered  after  400  years, 
and  ruekecf-away  churches  with  fres¬ 
coes  and  sculptures  that  barely  rate  a 
mention  in  die  guidebooks. 

Our  daughter's  flat  on  Piazza  della 
Santis  sun  a  Annunriata  faces  a 
masterpiece  of  clean-lined  classic 
design  which  turned  out  to  be 
Spedale  degli  Innocenti,  Europe’s 
first  orphanage.  At  one  side  of  the 
^portico  is  the  rota,  a  rotating  stone 
^cylinder  where  mothers  put  unwant¬ 
ed  babies.  Whenever  the  stone 
turned,  die  orphanage  had  another 
mouth  to  feed.  Above  the  arches  are 
15th-century  terracotta  discs  of  babies 
in  swaddling  bands.  It  is  altogether 
an  inspiring  sight  but  one  that  needs 
searching  out 

Another  warning:  before  setting  off 
to  walk  around  Florence,  be  aware  of 
the  neurotic  relationship  between 
pedestrians  and  drivers  on  either 
four  or  two  wheels.  They  ail  go  at 


Garden 


A  Iong  weekend  in  Florence, 
where  there  is  so  much  to 
; .  /  1  see,  means  time  is  precious, 
'  ■*-  ■^■so  it  is  essential  to  book 

through  an  agent  who  knows  enough 
to  organise  flights  that  do  not  arrive 
■  in  the  middle  of  the  night 

This  is  not  as  simple  as  it  may 
.sound,  because  Florence  airport  fails 
fiwell  short  of  coping  with  tourist 
$5&affic.  even  in  the  off-season.  An 
-alternative  is  to  fly  to  Pisa  and  then 
catch  the  train  to  Florence  that  leaves 
every  hour.  This  is  what  Kirker 
Holidays  did  for  us  with  trouble-free 
travel  vouchers  that  took  us  all  the 
way  to  the  five-star  Hotel  Helvetia  e 
Bristol  just  off  the  Piazza  della 
Repubblica. 

A  short,  acclimatising  stroll  took  us 
%  almost  immediately  to  the  Duomo. 

-  -There  was  an  inevitability  about  fliis. 
The  domed  cathedral  with  its  multi¬ 
coloured  but  predominantly  white 
marbled  exterior,  commands  the  city 
like  rio  other  building.  It  is  not  just 
the  sue  that  impresses:  rather  it  is  the 
realisation  that  this  awesome  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  medieval  imagination  is 
the  starting  point  for  a  cultural 
awakening  that  was  to  put  Florence 
at  the  heart  of  the  Renaissance. 

Not  far  away  is  the  Bargeilo,  once 
the  city  hall,  later  a  prison,  now  a 
museum  packed  with  Renaissance 
sculpture.  Here  is  Donatello's  bronze 
of  David  preparing  to  face  up  to 
Goliath,  a  recurring  subject  in  Flor- 
entine  art  and  one  that  inspired 
H  Michelangelo's  supreme  achieve¬ 
ment.  What  is  fascinating  is  the 
contrast  between  the  two.  Donatello’s 
version,  cast  in  the  1430s,  shows  a  chit 
of  a  boy,  almost  camp  in  the  way  he 
stands:  hand  on  waist  eyes  lowered, 
his  left  leg  slightly  bent  at  the  knee. 

Seventy  years  on.  Michelangelo's 
David,  in  the  Galleria  dell' 
Academia,  exudes  power.  This 
David,  we  are  sure,  will  be  more  th  an  _ 
a  match  for  any  giant  Now  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  security  screen.  David 
shows  the  wounds  caused  by  vandals 
and  madmen  including,  incredibly, 
two  carefully  carved  initials  M  and  N 
on  one  thigh.  But  nothing  can  detract 
from  this  masterpiece,  a  justification 
in  itself  for  visiting  Florence. 

A  pause  for  contemplation  (Michel¬ 
angelo  has  that  effect)  leads  to  the 
.  nearest  coffee  bar.  But  it  is  at  this 
.  point  that  culture  and  commerce  can 
overlap  to  the  detriment  of  spiritual 
comfort.  The  cates  that  front  on  to  the 
^tourist  tracks  are  hideously  expen- 
•  sive.  At  the  famous  Gill!  restaurant 
on  the  Piazza  della  Repubblica.  a 
drink  in  the  noonday  sun  can  set  you 
back  a  fiver  at  least 
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■  Kirker  Holidays  (0171-231 3333) 
offers  three-night  breaks  from  £345. 
including  return  scheduled  flights, 
bed  and  breakfast  and  transfers. 
Prices  staying  at  the  Helvetia  c 
Bristol  hotel  are  from  £667  (£579 
from  November  I9J. 

I  Museum  and  galleries  to  visit 
(opening  times  can  often  change 
without  warning};  The  Uffizi. 
Loggia  to  degli  tiffin  6  (dosed 
Mondays).  Galleria  dell 
‘Accademia.  60  Via  Ricasoli  in 
Piazza  San  Marco  (dosed 
Mondays).  Museo  del] ’Opera  del 
Duomo.  Piazza  Duomo  9  (dosed 
Sundays  and  public  holidays). 
Palazzo  Pitti  Piazza  Pitti  (dosed 
Mondays).  Palazzo  Vecchio.  Piazza 
della  Signoria  (dosed  Mondays). 
Palazzo  del  Bargeilo.  Via  del 
Proconsoki  4  (dosed  Sundays  and 
public  holidays). 

■  Recommended  bars  and 
restaurants;  II  LatinL  Via  Palachetti 
6  (dosed  Mondays  and  either  July 
or  August ).  Noisy  and  popular. 
serves  Tuscan  specialities.  Le 
Giubbe  Rosse.  Piazza  della 
Repubblica.  Cafaggi  Via  Guelfa 
35r  (dosed  Sundays).  Family 
restaurant  serving  da&sic  Tuscan 
food.  Da  Ganino,  Piazza  dei 
Cimalori  4r  (dosed  Sundays). 

■  Reading:  Blue  Guide  to 
Florence  (A  ft  C  Black.  £10.99). 
Eyewitness  Travel  Guide  to 
Florence  and  Tuscany  (Dorting 
Kindctsky.  £1199).  Everyman 
Guide  to  Florence  (£16.99).  A  Room 
with  a  View,  by  E.M.  Forster 
(Penguin.  £6.99).  Florence  —  the 
biography  of  a  city,  fay  Christopher 
Hibbert  (Penguin.  £15). 


each  other  as  if  in  an  arena.  The 
contest  is  made  more  exciting  by  the 
Florentines’  addiction  to  portable 
telephones  which  tend  to .  occupy 
pedestrians  when 'they  are  halfway 
across  the  toad,  loosely  translated,  a 
typical  Florentine  telephone  conver¬ 
sation  goes  like  this:  "Hello.  This  is 
Andrea.  1  am  standing  in  the  middle 
of . . .  Aahhhhhh!"  Whoever  is  being 
called  can  then  use  their  own 
portable  telephone  to  ring  the  hospi¬ 
tal  for  further  details. 

But  what  of  Florence’s  great  trea¬ 
sures.  the  target  of  every  coachload  of 
tourists?  P&tience.  We  will  get  to  the 
Uffizi  and  Palazzo  Pitti  with  their 
magnificent  art  collections  —  but  not 
yet.  because  the  sun  is  still  high  and 
even  out  of  season  that  means  long 
queues  with  nothing  better  to  do  than 
watch  the  pavement  artists  turn  out 
had  sketches.  Better  to  leave  the  big 
collections  until  later  in  the  day  when 
the  crowds  disperse.  There  is  still 
much  to  see  in  tire  open  air.  The 
Piazza  della  Signoria  with  the  Palazzo 
Vecchio  and  a  square  dotted  with 
famous  statues  is  a  wanderer's 
delight  though  when  we  were  there 
extensive  excavations  were  under 
way  around  tire  Loggia  dei  Lanzi  and 
some  of  the  sculptures  had  been  sent 
off  to  the  restorers'  workshops. 

For  lunch  we  found,  by  chance,  a 
restaurant  for  real  Italians.  Da 
Gatuno,  on  the  Piazza  dei  Cimatori. 
has  marble-top  tables  with  long 
benches  which  accommodate  as 
many  customers  as  an  squeeze  on.  A 
sheet  of  brown  paper  serves  as  a  table 
doth.  By  way  of  an  appetiser,  a  tasty 
wedge  of  mortadello  was  slapped 
down  in  from  of  us.  accompanied  by 
a  glass  of  eftianti.  Remember,  this  is 
chianti  oountry.  You  can  have  other 
wines  but  you  pay  a  hefty  premium. 
The  starter  was  ribollita.  a  rich  soup 
of  cabbage,  tomatoes,  beans  and  olive 
oil.  We  followed  with  a  traditional 
pasta  that  melted  in  the  mouth. 

Now  is  the  time  to  hit  the  cultural 
high  spots.  The  Uffizi  seems  to  be  the 
favourite,  understandably,  since  this 
is  where  the  Medici  family,  rulers  of 
Florence  for  300  years,  housed  the 
best  part  of  their  fabulous  art 
collection.  The  Botticelli  paintings  are 
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Free  for  alt  copies  of  famous  Renaissance  statues  can  be  seen  in  the  Piazza  della  Signoria  in  Florence 


what  everybody  comes  to  see  and 
even  if.  like  me.  you  soon  tire  of  Dying 
cherubs  delicately  veiling  their  pri¬ 
vate  parts,  die  colour  and  the 
draughtsmanship  are  a  wonder  to 
behold.  1  just  wish  1  could  rid  myself 
of  the  idea  that  half  the  people  here 
are  chocolate  box  designers  on  a 
busman’s  holiday. 

The  Uffizi  is  dose  by  the  River 
Amo  and  the  Ponte  Vecchio.  You  can 
see  it  is  old,  1345  in  fact,  because  it  has 
shops  overhanging  its  entire  width. 


They  used  to  belong  to  tradespeople 
such  as  butchers  and  tanners  who 
needed  a  handy  waste  disposer  —  the 
river  suited  them  ideally  —  but  now 
the  bridge  is  populated  by  jewellers 
who  never  throw  anything  away  even 
if.  looking  at  some  of  the  gaudy 
displays,  they  might  well  be  advised 
to  do  so. 

And  so,  weary  footed,  to  the  Palazzo 
Pitti,  the  Medici  palace  which  looks 
less  like  a  house  than  a  fortress.  But 
the  treasures  inside  are  a  colourful 


and  ornate  contrast  to  the  harsh 
exterior.  The  museums  and  galleries 
within  the  Palazzo  Pitti  have  their 
own  opening  and  dosing  times  and 
charge  separately.  Be  prepared. 
Ready  cash  is  always  handy  in 
Florence  and  never  more  so  than 
when  the  entrance  turnstiles  are 
clicking. 

Barry  Turner 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of  Kirker 
Holidays. 
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deluge 

THE  RENAISSANCE  gar¬ 
dens  around  Rome  were  often 
places  for  frivolous  entertain¬ 
ment:  pulling  hidden  levers  to 
soak  your  guests  was  a  favour¬ 
ite  water  trick.  The  Martin 
Randall  (0181-742  3355)  one- 
week  Carnpagna  Romana 
Tour  visits  the  Renaissance 


“Theme  Park  at  Bomarzo". 
Cardinal  Famese’s  villa  at 
Caprarola.  and  others  and 
costs  £1,060  fully  inclusive. 

Child’s  play 

ITALY’S  version  of  Club  Med. 
Club  Valtur  (with  sports, 
nightly  cabaret,  children’s 
dubs,  unlimited  food  and 


- 


adJtatbUJfy^**futar*- 

‘Grand Tearing',  Pahumg 


Florence. 

0181  995  9323 


wine,  and  payment  by  col¬ 
oured  beads)  is  offered  in 
Apulia,  Sirily  and  Sardinia  by 
Ciralia  (0181-686  5533).  A  week 
at  the  Club  Valtur  Ostuni. 
near  Puglia,  which  has  clubs 
for  children  of  all  ages,  costs 
E&99-E1.269  per  person,  in¬ 
cluding  flights  and  all  meals. 
Children  three-11  get  a  35  per 
cent  reduction. 

Beach  life 

NEW  TO  Italiatour  (0I71-G02 
6440)  this  summer:  the  Riviera 
d'Ulisse.  where  beach  resorts 
indude  Formia,  once  an  un¬ 
dent  Roman  holiday  favour- 
ire.  and  walled  Gaeta.  a 
working  fishing  port.  Midway 
between  Rome  and  Naples, 
the  resorts  are  well  placed  for 
visiting  the  Abbey  of  Munte- 
cassino,  Caseria.  Anzio  and 
the  island  of  ?unza.  Rome  is 


about  d0  minutes  away,  Na¬ 
ples  slightly  more.  A  week’s 
half  board  at  the  Miramare 
Hotel  in  Forma,  once  the 
summer  residence  of  the 
Queen  of  Italy,  costs  £728- £903 
per  person.  The  Villa  lrlanda 
in  Gaeta.  where  a  week’s  half 
board  costs  E746-E903,  was 
built  over  a  Roman  villa 
owned  by  the  father  of  Emper¬ 
or  Augustus. 

Theme  trip 

A  FASCINATING  collection 
of  themed  holidays  can  be 
found  by  delving  into  various 
Italian  specialists'  brochures: 
"Walking,  Mountains.  Truf¬ 
fles  and  Cooking"  is  offered  by 
Alternative  Travel  (01865 
513333)  on  its  week's  autumn 
trip  to  Umbria  in  search  of  the 
black  Tuber  aestivum  (£995): 
“Orchid  Hunts"  in  Umbria 


cost  £995.  (Fares  not  included 
in  either  trip.)  Tliree  nights 
“Verona  Opera  and  Wine", 
from  Arlblaster  and  Clarke 
(01730  S9A344).  celebrates  the 
75th  season  with  perfor¬ 
mances  enhanced  by  visits 
and  tastings  in  Vaipolicella 
country  (E799-E829).  “Italian 
Cookery  Weeks"  with  Simply 
Tuscany  (01SI-995  S277),  with 
lots  of  prodding,  rolling, 
kneading  and  sampling,  cost 
£1.055  per  person  with  foil 
board  and  flights. 

Saddle-up 

DISCOVERING  25  miles  of 
Tuscany  each  day  from  the 
saddle  of  a  Maremma  horse  is 
a  new  riding  holiday  from 
Inn  travel  (01653  628811).  Based 
at  Montieri,  guests  ride  to 
villages,- estates  and  monaster¬ 
ies.  and  gallop  through  the 


surf  on  the  coast.  Prices  from 
£840  for  a  foil-board  week 
including  flights. 

Court  out 

U  RBI  NO.  Mantua  and  Fer¬ 
rara  were  the  most  civilised 
Renaissance  courts  in  Europe. 
Six-night  breaks  with  Prospect 
Tours  (0181-995  2151)  visit  all 
three  in  May  and  October, 
with  expert  guides.  Flights, 
accommodation  with  half 
board  and  all  visits  are  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  price  of  £1,095. 

Island  idyll 

THE  AEOLIAN  islands  rare¬ 
ly  appear  in  British  tour 
brochures,  but  Magic  of  Italy 
(OISl-748  7575)  has  introduced 
hotel  and  self-catering  holi¬ 
days  to  Vuicaiw  and  Lipari, 
with  a  week  in  a  studio  flat  in 
Upari  costing  £5!5-£669.  A 
week’s  tour  visiting  six  islands 
costs  £8J9-£845. 
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ur  leader  ended  his  briefing 
with  a  po-faced  aside:  “For  the 
benefit  of  any  Americans 
present  I  will  be  happy  to 
repeat  it  at  half-speed."  Canadians  dislike 
being  patronised  by  their  southern  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  are  happy  to  seize  any 
opportunity  to  return  fire.  It  is  good- 
humoured  —  almost. 

The  rest  of  us  tittered  nervously. 
Dressed  in  wetsuits  and  carrying  crash 
helmets  and  paddles,  we  were  about  to 
undergo  what  for  most  of  us  was  our  first 
experience  of  white-water  rafting.  What 
had  promised  to  be  a  jolly  day  out  on  the 
river  was,  after  the  recital  of  potential 
hazards,  becoming  an  increasingly  formi¬ 
dable  prospect. 

Any  lingering  comparison  with  a  picnic 
on  the  Cherwed  disappeared  as  we  set 
forth  on  the  mighty  Ottawa  River,  which 
for  about  400  miles  forms  the  border 
between  Ontario  and  Quebec  before 
joining  forces  with  the  St  Lawrence  at 
Montreal.  Broad  and  beautiful,  it  flows 
past  granite  cliffs  and  evergreen  forests, 
its  serenity  periodically  disturbed  by 
cascades  of  rapids  which  provide  thrills 
and  spills  for  tourists  and  power  for  a 
series  of  hydroelectric  generating  stations. 

As  we  approached  our  first  rapid  we 
were  urged  in  parade-ground  language  to 
paddle  harder  and  harden  the  raft,  a 
large,  inflatable  rubber  dinghy  accommo¬ 
dating  up  to  12  people,  must  maintain  its 
momentum  through  the  turbulence  or  the 
helsman  loses  control. 

A  wave  of  water  enveloped  us.  Two 
members  of  our  group,  who  had  dis¬ 
regarded  instructions  to  wedge  their  feet 
beneath  the  thwarts,  were  abruptly  swept 
overboard.  Rosie,  my  daughter,  at  23  the 
youngest  in  the  party,  crowed  and 
shrieked  with  delight. 

Her  glee  was  not,  alas,  shared  by  her 
father.  Memories  of  struggling  to  right 
capsized  sailing  dinghies  have  left  me 
with  a  strong  aversion  to  sudden  d unk¬ 
ings  in  cold  water,  wetsuit  or  no.  We 
paddled  ashore  to  sit  on  die  rocks  and  get 
-our  breath  back,  while  our  guide  offered 
any  of  us  who  wanted  to  quit  the  option  of 
continuing  on  foot  down  the  river  bulk  — 
which,  he  suggested,  might  prove  even 
more  uncomfortable. 

For  a  few  moments  1  tcyed  with  the 
idea.  But  no.  A  man  cannot  appear 
chicken  in  front  of  his  daughter.  Besides, 
we  now  knew  what  to  expect  and,  sure 
enough,  each  of  the  subsequent  rapids,  all 
given  suitably  alarming  names,  became 
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■  Air  Canada  (0990  247226)  flies  daily  .- 
to  Ottawa  from  the  UK  forBW  return  / 
until  the  end  of  May.  E429in  June  aod 

£511  in  July,  August  and  ^eppani^erf 


with  a  minimum 


stay  of  seven  days. 


J  Experience  Holidays  (01323  416699)^  ' 
offersa  package  tour  towstern  Ontario 
from  FH5  a  person,  based  on  two  people 
sharing  a  double  room,  mdudmg  return 
flinht  to  Ottawa  on  Air  Canada,  two 

bed  and  breakfast  at  Sun  Jakrt 

in Menickville. three mghg |mom-  : 
only  accommodation  at  the  Chitmu 

Uilrier  and  one  week’s  car  hire,  with 

insurance  and  uniinuted  mileage.  -••• 

■  Further  information  from:  Visit  •  . 
Canada  Centre.  62*5 TrafalgarSquare. 
London  WC2N  5DY  (0891 715000-  calls 
charged  at  50p  per  minutej- 

■  Canadian  Pacific  Hotels  (0500 
303030).  Information  on  country  hotels  - 
in  Ontario:  Independent  Innkeepers 
Association  of  Ontario.  General 
Delivery.  Grafton.  Ontario  K0K  2G0. 

■  For  while-water  rafting  and  other 
outdoor  activities,  winter  and  summer 
Wilderoess  Tours.  Box  89,  Beach  burg, 
Ontario.  KOJ  ICO  (00  1  613  646  29%). 

■  Reading:  Surfacing,  by  Margaret 
Atwood  (Penguin.  £6.99).  The  Oatmeal 
Ark,  by  Rory  IW dean  (HarperCoIIms. 
E16.99).  Roughing  it  in  the  Bush,  by 
Susannah  Moodie  (New  Canadian 
Library.  E6.99).  Canada.  The  Rough 
Guide  (£10.99). 


Colonial  splendour:  City  Hall  in  Kingston,  situated  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario  and  no  longer  living  in  the  shadow  of  Toronto  at  the  other  end  of  the  lake 


progressively  less  terrifying.  By  the  time 
we  reached  the  last  and  biggest  we  had 
become  almost  blas6. 

Safely  ashore,  we  basked  in  the  warm 
sunshine  and  a  glow  of  achievement 
watching  file  bucking  and  twisting  of  the 
rafts  following  astern.  French  and  Ger¬ 
man  tourists,  we  were  told,  often  asked 
their  guides  to  arrange  deliberate  capsizes 
just  for  die  thrill  at  it  No  wonder  the 
British  had  a  better  navy. 

Our  tour  of  eastern  Ontario  had  begun 
on  an  altogether  quieter  note  in  the  little 
.  town  of  Merrickville.  on  the  Rideau  River, 
about  SO  miles  south  of  Ottawa.  Although 
1  had  lived  in  Canada  for  several  years, 
this  region  was  new  to  me.  a  tranquil 
countryside  of  woods,  dairy  farms  and" 
slumbering  villages. 

Sam  Jake’s  Inn,  dating  from  1861  with 
elegant  colonial  verandas  overlooking  the 


Rideau  Canal,  was  friendly  and  comfort¬ 
able.  The  town  takes  its  name  from 
William  Merrick,  one  of  the  brave  and 
determined  band  of  United  Empire 
Loyalists  who  fled  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  settled  in  what  was  then  Upper 
Canada  (Quebec  was  known  as  Lower 
Canada).  By  the  end  of  the  18th  century  he 
had  established  a  thriving  sawmill 
powered  by  the  nearby  waterfall. 

The  canal  was  the  result  of  the  War  of 
181Z  After  rebuffing  American  attempts  to 
‘'liberate'’  Canada,  the  British  appointed 
Colonel  John  By  fo  build  a  navigable 
waterway  providing  a  safe  passage  be¬ 
tween  Montreal  am  Kingston  on  Lake 
Ontario.  The  settlement  at  me  northern 
aid  of  the  canal,  named  Bytown  in  bis 
honour,  was  later  renamed  Ottawa  and 
designated  by  Queen  Victoria  as  the  new 
national  capital,  a  compromise  -between 
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He’s  fast  asleep  and ■  dreanxing  in  your  cosy  ea*  suite  cabin* "':'s 
We’ve  got  a  great  night  lined.up  for  the  whole  family 
on  our  fabulous  Cruiseferries  which  sail,  each  evening  from 
Hull  to  Rotterdam  and  Zeebrugge.  A  five  course  feast, 
fantastic  tax  and  duty  free  shopping.  Fabulous  live 
entertainment,  great  disco,  casino  too.  Plus  all  the  latest 
releases  at  the  cinema.  You  can  enjoy  the  New  Cruising 
Experience  from  as  little  as  £40  per  person.* 

Get  the  full  picture  in  our  Cruiseferries  Brochure  —  from 
your  Travel  Agent  or  direct  from  us  on: 

07000  337743 


B&Otofc  North  Sea  Ferries 


EVERY  NIGHT  FROM  HULL  TO  THE  CONTINENT 


"Based  an  a  5-night  return  for  i  car  sod  four  people  ia  law  kudl 


the  rival  daims  of  English  and  French 
Canada. 

Thirty  years  ago  Kingston  was  a  run¬ 
down,  unprepossessing  sort  of  place, 
having  long  since  been  overtaken  in 
economic  importance  by  Tbronto  at  the 
other  end  of  file  lake.  But  confidence  was 
partly  restored  by  hosting  the  yachting 
events  at  the  19*6  Olympics,  and  the 
.  watefront  has  been  restored  to  life  with 
hotels,  restaurants  and  marinas. 

The  immaculately  preserved  Fort 
Henry  military  barracks,  high  on  a  hill 
overlooking  tile  lake,  are  a  deservedly 
popular  attraction.  An  authentic  touch  is 
provided  by  volunteer  "extras"  dressed  in 
18th-century  British  uniforms-  Our  guide, 
a  handsome  young  university  student 
provoked  palpitations  among  the  female 
members  of  our  party. 

From  Kingston,  in  the  summer  months, 
there  are  regular  sightseeing  cruises 
through  file  scenic  Thousand  Islands 
strung  across  the  peaceful  international 
border  where  Lake  Ontario  narrows  into 
the  St  Lawrence.  A  little  further  down¬ 
stream  is  Upper  Canada  Village,  an 
enchanting  recreation  of  a  colonial  settle¬ 


ment  of  the  mid -19th  century.  Eschewing 
modem  audiovisual  aids  and  other  inter- 

E relative  gimmicks,  it  provides  an  object 
sson  in  how  to  bring  the  past  to  life. 
There  are  houses  and  shops,  a  farm, 
dairy  and  bakery,  flour  mill,  sawmill  and 
wool  factory,  printer,  blacksmith  and 
cabinet-maker,  post  office  and  tavern, 
church  and  chapel.  The  various  buildings 
are  staffed  by  a  mixture  of  actors  playing 
fiie  parts  of  settlers,  and  skilled  craftsmen 
auid  women  dressed  in  period  costumes 
but  running  their  businesses  on  strictly 
commercial  lines. 

And  so  on  to  Ottawa  and  a  big 
surprise.  In  the  1960s,  Canada's 
capital  seemed  to  be  going 
nowhere,  the  seat  of  an  unpopu¬ 
lar  federal  government  and  little  else, 
unable  to  compete  with  the  metropolitan 
sophistication  of  Montreal  or  the  wealth 
of  Toronto.  Federal  government  is  still 
unpopular,  especially  in  the  far  western 
provinces,  but  Ottawa  itself  has  changed 
almost  beyond  recognition. 

High  on  a  bluff  overlooking  the  river, 
the  Parliament  buildings,  modelled  an  the 


Palace  of  Westminster  and  rebuilt  after  a 
disastrous  fire  at  the  height  of  the  First 
World  War,  dominate  the  skyline.  But 
since  1988  they  have  been  complemented 
by  the  nearby  National  Gallery  of 
Canada,  a  soaring  glass  and  granite 
palace,  designed  by  the  Montreal  archi¬ 
tect  Moshe  Safdie,  which  even  the 
grumpiest  critics  of  modem  architecture 
would  find  Haiti  to  fault.  A  sneak  preview 
of  a  gloriously  eclectic  Corot  exhibition 
was  a  special  treat 

In  the  interests  of  national  unify,  federal 
money  has  been  pumped  into  the  undis¬ 
tinguished  French-speaking  suburb  of 
Hull,  on  file  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
most  notably  in  the  construction  of  the 
grandiose  Museum  of  Q'viiisation.  For  all 
the  brilliance  of  the  presentation,  and  its 
obvious  popularity  with  young  people.  I 
found  a  more  evocative  recollection  of  the 
nation’s  history  in  file  War  Museum,  just 
down  the  road  from  the  National  Gallery. 

Ottawa  is  not  just  museums,  however. 
With  a  population  of  about  one  million,  it 
is  a  well  planned,  spacious,  cosmopolitan 
dty  with  an  abundance  of  good  restau¬ 
rants,  shops  and  hotels.  We  stayed  in 
considerable  luxury  at  the  Chateau  Lauri- 
er,  one  of  fixe  chain  of  former  railway 
holds  which  stretch  across  the  country, 
now  lavishly  restored  by  its  owners. 
Canadian  Pacific,  in  a  style  to  match  its 
glitzy  past 

Canadians  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
may  thumb  their  noses,  but  Bytown  has 
come  a  long  way. 

John  Young 

•  The  author  hus  a  guest  of  Ontario  Tourism. 


Glorious  story  of  an  emperor 


If  you  have  ever  been  to 
northern  India  or  are  con¬ 
sidering  a  trip  there,  it  is 
worth  hurrying  along  first  to 
the  Queen's  Gallery  at  Buck¬ 
ingham  Palace.  On  show 
there,  but  only  until  April  27,  is 
an  Indian  manuscript  whose 
paintings  have  a  wondrous 
beauty.  It  is  on  loan  from  the 
Queen’s  art  collection. 

The  book  has  been  unbound 
so  that  each  of  its  46  magnifi¬ 
cent  illustrations  can  be  hung 
round  the  walls  ready  for 
curious  eyes  to  pore  over  the 
richness  and  detail,  from 
scenes  of  hunting  to  wedding 
processions,  firework  parties 
and  sieges  of  great  forts. 

After  April  27,  (he  manu¬ 
script  will  tour  the  United 
States  and  then  return  to  the 
Royal  library  at  Windsor 
Castle  to  be  rebound.  It  will 
probably  never  be  exhibited  in 
public  again. 

It  is  called  the  Padskah- 
nama,  meaning  story  of  the 
emperor.  And  it  is  just  that, 
recounting  the  most  glorious 
episodes  of  the  reign  of  the 
great  Mooil  emperor.  Shah 
Jahan.  It  illustrates  the  best 
ones  with  some  of  the  most 
detailed,  colourful  and  glow¬ 
ing  paintings  to  have  come  out 
of  the  imperial  workshops.  It 
may  be  the  arabesques  of  a 
silk  carpet,  the  Benares  bro¬ 
cade  of  a  courtier’s  coat  or  the 
simpteobservationsofafaron- 
er  ploughing  or  a  man  hauling 
up  water  from  a  well. 

The  whole  of  Mogul  In¬ 
dia  is  here,  precise  in  its 
tender  portraits,  in  the 
transparency  of  fine  Dhaka 
muslm  and  in  the  rich  palette 
of  hot  oranges  and  reds,  rich 
purples  and  greens,  soft  lilacs, 
yellows  and  aquamarines. 

Shah  Jahan.  who  built  the 
Taj  Mahal,  was  file  fifth  of  the 
six  great  Mogul  emperors  who 
ruled  most  of  the  sub-conti¬ 
nent  in  the  16th  and  17th  cent¬ 
uries.  They  lived  hard:  they 
were  great  soldiers,  relentless 
campaigners,  often  hard 
drinkers,  partial  to  opium, 
devout  Muslims  and,  not 
least,  tremendous  art  patrons. 

Shah  Jahan  was  all  this. 
Several  paintings  celebrate  His 
triumphs  over  Rajput  rulers 


before  his  accession;  later  ones 
show  him  presiding  over  the 
lavish  courts  of  Agra,  Delhi 
and  Lahore,  going  on  a  lion 
hunt,  making  a  pilgrimage  to 
file  Sufi  saint's  shrine  at 
Ajmer,  and  receiving  gifts 
from  Europeans.  During  his 
rule  from  1627  to  1658,  Shah 
Jahan  made  India  the  marvel 
of  all  travellers. 

With  the  decline  of  the 
Mogul  empire  in  the  18th  cent¬ 
ury  the  Nawab  of  Oudh  snap¬ 
ped  up  the  Padshahnama  for 
a  reputed  £1,500.  a  consider¬ 
able  sum.  No  wonder,  too.  that 
in  1799  it  was  the  ultimate 
diplomatic  gift,  presented  by 
his  son  to  Lord  Teignmouth 
for  George  ill’s  extensive  !i-# 
brary.  And  when  that  library 
was  given  to  the  British  Muse¬ 
um,  the  Padshahnama  was 
deemed  so  great  a  treasure 
that  it  was  kept  back  and 
lodged  at  Windsor. 
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LOUISE  NICHOLSON  Delivery  of  wedding  gifts:  detail  from  the  Pads" afanuuk 
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Answers  from  page  27 
LAMA 

(b)  Gold  or  silver  doth,  originally  made 
in  Spain,  the  original  European  depot 
for  the  treasures  of  the  New  World.  In 
Spanish,  literally,  plate.  "A  dress  of 
silver  lama  over  French  lilac." 

MOORSTONE 

(a)  A  kind  of  granite  found  chiefly  in 
Cornwall.  1842:  “Moorstone,  a  species 
of  granite  found  in  Cornwall  and  some 
other  parts  of  England,  and  very 
serviceable  in  the  coarser  parts  of  a 
building.” 


CRYSTAL  CITIES 


LICKPENNY 

(c)  Someone /some thing  that  makes 
P^den,  Love  Triumph i 
ui  has  two  devils  in  her  e 
that  last  ogle  was  a  lickpenny." 

MAULSTICK 

fa)  A  stick  used  by  painters  as  a  sunt 
for  the  right  hand,  and  held  in  the 
A  ne  upper  end  is  surmounted  by  a  1 
S  1^t^elf_cov«red  cotton-wool.' Ft 
ute  Dutch  mae^istok,  malen  to  pair 

rated-  "n*  Light  t 

railed.  I  d  let  you  go  to  the  deuce 

your  own  mahlstick  [variant  speUin 
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City  break^msterdam’s  fine  art  and  friendly  people  -  in  spite  of  its  red  light  area  the  city  is  a  capital  place 


Bicydes  are  everywhere  in  Amsterdam  but  there  do  not  appear  to  be  any  laws  of  the  road  for  cyclists.  A  lot  of  them  keep  to  the  right  and  a  lot  to  the  left  and  tourists  have  no  way  of  knowing  who  is  going  to  do  what 

Lots  of  bicycles  and  bare-faced  cheek 


Amsterdam  is  a  sur¬ 
prise  package 
wrapped  in  images 
—  your  own  precon- 
erved  images.  Most  people 
now  it  is  a  city  built  around  a 
eries  of  canals  — 160  of  them. 
Tie  surprise  comes  from  find- 
ng  out  just  how  much  those 
anais  reveal.  In  a  way,  they 
re  like  the  streets  and  ave- 
rnes  of  New  York  —  find  one 
nd  you  .will  find  them  all. 
idd  a  collection  of  sights  on 
ie  way  and  it  is.  says  the  city’s 
Jurist  office,  a  place  where 
ou  can  see  more  places  of 
iterest  than  in  any  other 
apitai  in  the  world. 

-Wait  a  minute,"  I  said  to 
ny  guide.  “Amsterdam  isn’t 
tie  capital,  is  it?  It's  The 
lague."  That’s  what  1  was 
old  at  school.  The  Govem- 
nent  operates  from  The 
iague.  The  Dutch  Queen 
tves  in  The  Hague,  too.  The 
iw  courts  are  there  as  well, 
onsierdam  is  just. .  .the  capi- 
*1.  Which  gives  you  some  idea 
f  why  someone  called  it  The 
urprise  Capital. 

The  one  thing  that  is  per- 
aps  no  surprise  is  that  the 
ufhorities  fry  to  hide  one  of  its 
est-known  features.  “People 
i  Amsterdam  they  say,  “are 
ot  shy."  Yet  you  will  find  no 
ientiort  in  the  guidebooks  of. 
fell,  let's  go  back  to  what  the 
idy  in  the  tourist  office  as- 
jres  me  they'  are  not  shy  of. 
As  she  said;  “They  don’t  like 
jrtains  in  their  windows  and 
3  they  don’t  mind  people 
joking  in.  Even  at  night, 
-hen  they  have  their  lights  on. 
ou  can  take  a  peek  at  what  is 
□ing  on  behind  the  glass, 
ok  into  their  rooms  and  they 
-ont  object,” 

What  she  really  wanted  me 
i  do  was  to  study  the  wooden 
imiture  and  the  light  fittings 
[  which  people  are  so  proud, 
lie  would  rather  I  had  not 
lentioned  thedirectionstothe 
ie  window  display  that  every 
3tel  concierge  has  on  his  lips 
;  though  it  were  a  pre- 
■coreJed  message,  the  one  in 
hich  ladies  can  be  seen 
tting  in  various  stage;  of 
ndress.  The  authorities  know 
iat  the  sex  industry  brings  in 
huge  amount  of  foreign 
ipital  (more  British  visitors 
lan  any  other  nationality). 
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There  is  street  after  street  of  it, 
and  it  is  totally  within  the  law. 
but  the  Durch  officials  make  a 
valiant  effort  to  pretend  that 
tourists  come  from  the  four 
corners  of  the  world  to  study 
their  wardrobes. 

The  tourists  also  come,  of 
course,  to  see  the  tulips,  miles 
and  miles  of  them  in  fields  jusr 
a  short  ride  away  from  the 
centre  of  the  city.  But.  natur¬ 
ally,  thaT  can  only  be  in 
season.  1  have  just  come  bade 
from  a  stay  in  which  there 
were  no  tulips.  There  were  no 
canal  rides  cither  —  the  water¬ 
ways  were  frozen  and.  just  a 
few  weeks  earlier.  10.000 
people  had  skated  on  them  in 
the  biggest  (and  coldest)  cele¬ 
bration  of  its  kind  in  25  years. 

You  need  at  least  three  days 
to  fit  in  not  just  all  the  sights, 
but  simply  to  get  the  flavour  of 
the  place,  because  Amsterdam 
is  not  like  any  other  city  I 
know.  It  has  few  tall  buildings 
and  few  wide  roads  (although 
they  do  exist  and  there  is  die 
central  Dam  Square,  from 
which  both  the  royal  palace 
and  the  red  light  district  lead). 

The  inhabitants  are  frien¬ 
dly.  Ask  an  elderly  lady  the 
way  to  the  Van  Gogh  museum 
and  she  will  take  you  there.  As 
the  guide  said,  they  are  not 
shy.  Sit  in  a  cafe  and  the  man 
at  the  next  table  will  advise 
you  which  strudel  to  choose. 
Seemingly,  everyone  speaks 
English  —  including  the  road 
sweeper  who  directed  me  to 
the  restaurant  1  wanted. 

In  a  way.  Amsterdam  is 
infuriatingly  different.  If 
you  want  that  cup  of 
coffee,  look  for  a  coffee 
house.  A  coffee  shop  is  where 
you  go  (legally)  to  smoke 
"cannabis.  And  die  streets  are 
where  you  try  to  avoid  being 
run  over  by  a  bicyde.  People 
seem  to  have  a  built-in  radar 
to  spot  a  silent  Raleigh  coming 
from  east  or  west  —  or.  if  you 
cross  one  of  the  arched  bridges 
over  the  canals,  from  north  or 
south-  There  do  not  appear  to 
be  any  laws  of  the  road  for  a 
bike.  A  lot  of  them  keep  to  the 
right  and  a  lot  to  the  left,  and 
you  have  no  way  of  knowing 
who  is  going  to  do  what 
By  the  canal  side,  what 
looks  like  the  pavement  is 
really  a  road.  The  pavements 
are  about  IS  inches  wide  and 
usually  blocked  by  fallen 
railings.  ladders,  bicydes  and 
winches  used  to  haul  those 
wardrobes  into  a  top  window. 

All  this  seemed  to  fit  in 
perfectly  with  the  clog  shop 
over  the  road  from  the  central 
station.  There  was  a  notice  on 
the  door  -  in  English,  of 
course;  “Please  be  careful  as 
you  come  in.  There  are  live 
chickens  walking  around 
There  was  also  a  live  nirkey. » 

suppose  if  I  had  wanted  a  pair 

of  clogs.  1  would  have  had  to 
find  a  shop  selling  chickens. 


AMSTERDAM  FACT  RLE 


■  KLM  and  its  partners.  Air  UK  and  Transavia.  (0990-750900} 
operate  from  IS  airports  in  the  UK  and  Ireland  Return  fares  start 
from  E79  (London  Heathrow),  £91  (Southampton).  £99  (Cardiff) 
and  £164  (Manchester),  all  plus  tax. 

■  Schrpol  Airport  in  Amsterdam  has  its  own  railway  station  from 
which  double-decker  trains  leave  regularly  for  the  20-minu le 
journey  to  the  centre  of  the  city. 

■  Rooms  at  the  five-star  Pulitzer  Hold  {Inducting  a  large  buffet 
breakfast  and  free  copies  of  The  Times)  range  from  540  guilders 
(£200)  per  night  for  an  “exclusive  double  room”  to  390  guilders 
(£140)  per  night  for  a  “superior'  single  room  (0031-20-523-5235).  A 
suite  costs  1,075  guilders  (£398)  per  night. 

■  An  Amsterdam  pass  providing  discounts  at  shops,  restaurants 
and  for  excursions,  and  free  entrance  to  certain  museums  and  to 
see  diamond  polishing  in  progress,  costs  29.90  guQders  (£10)  from 
any  tourist  office. 

■  Reading:  The  Fall,  by  Albert  Camus  (Penguin.  £5l99).  Cadogan 
Guide  to  Amsterdam,  by  Rodney  Hague  (New  Holland,  £8.99); 
Blue  Guide  la  Amsterdam  (AS  C  Black.  £8.99). 


With  or  without  clogs,  you 
should  walk.  There  are  taxis  — 
dreadfully  expensive  —  and 
there  are  some  of  the  most 
comfortable  trams  I  have  ever 
known,  but  you  “do”  this  city 
on  foot.  Ask  the  hotel  doorman 
how  to  get  to  the  Rijksmuseum 
and  he  will  tell  you  it  is  a  ten- 
minute  walk.  Want  to  go  to  the 
railway  station?  That  is  ten 
minutes.  To  the  flower  market 
(a  must,  even  out  of  season)? 
Ten  minutes  “no  more".  To  the 
Anne  Frank  House?  “Down 
the  road  —  about  ten 
minutes." 

I  decided  to  spend  the  first 
full  day  taking  ten-minute 
walks  to  the  museums  and 
tourist  spots.  The  second  day 
was  reserved  for  a  train  trip 
out  of  town.  The  third  was  to 
"mop"  up  what  l  had  missed 
so  far.  It  worked  well.  I  went  to 
the  Rijksmuseum  first  —  a  big 
railway  station  of  a  place  (the 
station  itself  looks  rather  like  a 
museum)  that  boasts  one  trea¬ 
sure  rhar  alone 
would  make  visit¬ 
ing  Amsterdam 
worthwhile  Rem¬ 
brandt’s  The 
Night  Watch  is  a 
magnificent  can¬ 
vas  covering  a 
vast  wall.  There 
are  copies  every¬ 
where  (bizarrely. 
including  one  in 
an  adjoining  room 
at  this  same'  muse¬ 
um  as  well  as 
other  Rembrandts 
and  works  by- 
Dutch  masters) 
bur  this  is  all  on  its 
own  in  more  ways 
than  one. 

The 

Rembrandthuis  at 
the  other  end  of 
town,  where  the 
artist  did  much  of 
his  work,  is  fasci¬ 
nating-  It  is  fur¬ 
nished  as  it  was  in 
his  day  and  his 
early  drawings 
are  on  show'.  The 
only  things  miss¬ 


ing  are  Rembrandt  paintings. 
All  the  really  good  ones,  except 
The  Nighi  Watch ,  are  in 
America  or  at  the  Hermitage 
in  St  Petersburg. 

The  city  does  well  in 
recognising  its  artistic 
heritage,  even  though 
it  does  charge  entry  to 
all  the  museums  (you  can  buy 
an  Amsterdam  pass,  which 
will  admit  you  to  most  and 
give  discounts  at  others).  At 
the  Van  Gogh  museum  just 
round  the  comer  from  the 
Rijksmuseum.  there  are  more 
than  200  pictures  including  a 
version  of  Sunflowers.  There 
are  also  numerous  paintings 
from  his  "black  pallet"  period, 
worked  on  before  he  estab¬ 
lished  his  own  style. 

It  was.  I  have  to  admit,  a 
tram  ride  away  from  the 
museums  to  the  Royal  Palace, 
which  the  Dutch  Queen  uses 
only  for  ceremonial  occasions 
and  which  is  open  to  the  public 


The  sex  industry  brings  in  a  lot  of  foreign  capital 


most  of  the  year.  It  is  a  vast, 
echoing  place  that  looks  like  a 
crass  between  Hamids  food 
hall  and  an  under-endowed 
stately  home.  But  you  can  go 
into  the  huge  banqueting  hall 
and  see  the  marble-walled 
room  that  was  once  used  only 
for  passing  death  sentences  (In 
the  days  when  this  was  both 
town  hall  and  law  courts). 

Utrecht,  half  an  hour  by 
train  away  from  Amsterdam, 
was  an  unexpected  revelation 
on  my  second  day.  1  had  heard 
of  the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  — 
signed  after  the  Wars  of  the 
Spanish  Succession,  although 
there  was  no  one  in  the  tourist 
office  who  could  explain  what 
they  were  about  —  but  not 
about  the  long  avenue  of  shops 
and  restaurants  along  its  own 
canal  or  about  the  Barrel 
Organ  Museum. 

That  was  a  real  surprise. 
Not  just  the  sort  of  shabby 
barrel  organs  that  used  to  be 
played  on  our  city  streets,  but 
great  Wurlhzer- 
type  affairs  and 
organs  made  200 
years  ago,  as  well 
as  music  boxes 
playing  discs  and 
paper  rolls  that 
were  100  years 
old.  and  a  19th- 
century  jukebox 
(you  put  in  your 
money  and  choose 
a  punched  disc 
and  it  will  play  the 
tune  you  want  to 
hear).  There  was 
one  organ  from 
1910  that  automat¬ 
ically  played  three 
violins  as  well  as  a 
piano  and  soun¬ 
ded  like  a  good 
quartet. 

The  building 
the  museum  occu¬ 
pies  is  a  deconse¬ 
crated  church  — 
as  is  the  one  where 
the  Catherine  the 
Great  exhibition  is 
held  —  which 
strikes  me  as  a 
sensible  way  of 


keeping  open  remarkable 
buildings  that  have  outlived 
their  congregations.  I  left  the 
National  Museum  van  Speel- 
klok  in  Utrecht  feeling  1  had 
had  a  great  afternoon,  stop¬ 
ping  only  once  on  the  way  to 
the  station  —  to  listen  to  a 
barrel  organ. 

There  was  different  music 
for  me  later  —  Schubert’s 
Unfinished  Symphony  and 
Mozart's  Fifth  played  by  the 
Royal  Orchestra  at  the 
Concertgebouw,  a  superb  in¬ 
terpretation  in  one  of  the  best 
acoustically  endowed  halls  I 
know. 

Anne  Frank  House  on  my 
third  day  couldn't  have  offered 
a  greater  contrast.  Even'  in 
midwinter,  people  queue  to  see 
the  place  where  she  and  her 
family  lived  in  hiding  and 
where  the  diary  was  written. 
The  house  on  the  Princen- 
gracht  has  been  renovated,  but 
only  to  make  if  safe.  The  old 
wallpaper,  with  the  pictures  of 
film  stars  Anne  stuck  to  the 
walls,  remains  but  there  is  no 
furniture.  It  was  all  destroyed 
when  the  families  living  there 
were  rounded  up  and  the 
building’s  trustees  wanted 
nothing  that  was  not  in  place 
the  day  the  Naas  knocked  on 
the  door. 

But  it  is  enough  to  see 
the  bookcase  behind 
which  they  all  hid.  to 
examine  the  hare 
sink  in  the  kitchen,  where  they 
cooked  their  meagre  meals, 
and  the  single  lavatory.  There 
are  pictures  and  a  video  dis¬ 
play  on  the  ground  floor, 
showing  the  Frank  family 
before  they  were  taken  off  to 
the  death  camp. 

The  Franks,  a  Jewish  family 
who  had  fled  their  native 
Germany  when  the  Nazis 
moved  in.  were  latecomers  to 
Amsterdam  but  the  commun¬ 
ity  they  joined  was  one  of  the 
oldest  in  Europe.  The  candlelit 
Portuguese  synagogue,  built 
in  the  17th  century,  is  open  to 
all  and  is  one  of  the  most 
gracious  houses  of  worship  in 


the  city.  It  was  copied  in  every 
detail  by  the  people  who 
created  what  is  now  London's 
oldest  synagogue,  the  one 
opened  at  Bevis  Marks  in  the 
City  in  1701. 

1  went  to  the  Amsterdam 
building  after  a  refreshing 
walk  from  the  Anne  Frank 
House,  stopping  to  peer  into 
the  smart  boutiques  of  the 
Jordaan  area  —  a  cross  be¬ 
tween  Hampstead  and  Chel¬ 
sea  —  to  have  some  of  the  best 
coffee  (and  strudel)  1  have  ever 
tasted.  An  hour  or  so  later  1 
sampled  a  bag  of  delirious 
chips  from  one  of  the  street 
vendors. 

In  the  evenings  l  could  have 
taken  advantage  of  one  of  the 
eateries  of  which  Amsterdam 
is  particularly  proud  —  those 
serving  Indonesian  cuisine  — 
but  I  chickened  out  and  went 
Dutch  instead. 

Three  nights  in  Amsterdam 
and  three  different  meals,  all 
of  them  in  shabby  bistro-like 
places  without  cloths  on  the 
tables.  But  if  that  is  the  way 
the  people  of  Amsterdam  like 
their  restaurants,  1  am  not 
going  to  argue. 

At  each  one,  the  Lucius  fish 
restaurant,  the  Restaurant  de 


Roode  Leeuw  and  the  Sluizer. 
meals  were  beautifully  cooked 
and  presented  and  served  by 
courteous  waiters.  Was  the 
Dover  sole  satisfactory?  I  said 
it  was  the  besi  1  had  ever 
eaten.  In  the  second  restau¬ 
rant  how  about  the  vegetable 
soup?  I  said  I  was  delighted 
they  had  left  the  tureen  on  the 
table.  How  was  the  omelette  at 
the  Sluizer?  If  I  had  had  room 
to  finish  it  I  might  have  been 
able  to  convey  just  a  little  of 
how  magnificent  it  was. 

My  hotel  was  equally  enjoy¬ 
able.  The  Pulitzer  is  a  five-star 
establishment  put  together 
from  a  series  of  old  houses 
facing  the  canal.  It  has  its  own 
boat  —  when  the  water  is  not 
frozen  —  an  elegant  restaurant 
and  a  smaller  place  for  coffee 
or  lunch.  Every  room  is  differ¬ 
ent.  “We  have  original  paint¬ 
ings  here."  said  the  PR  lady. 
“Who  knows,  you  could  wake 
up  and  find  you  are  sleeping 
with  an  old  master."  Which  l 
thought  made  a  change  for 
visiting  businessmen. 

Michael  Freedland 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of  the 
Netherlands  Board  of  Tourism 
and  KLM  Royal  Dutch  Airlines. 
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by  Eurostar/TGV,  ferry 


or  air. 

S5mply  make  your 
choice,  then  relax  and 
leave  all  the  bard  work 

to  us. 


(01242)240310 


PORTUGAL 


ALGARVE  devoapo 
CASCAI9  2  dU  M  PL  «& 

^SggssaiUg 

PORTUGAL  ft  Canarfu.  All 

SmABtABlrtaX _ 

MM4.Y  POimJQAL  -  Truly  todj- 


mTA  vl  337  ATOL  1922  Aim 


RUSSIA 


Independent 

navel  Packages 
Uir  Fares 

INTERCHANGE 


Telephone: 

0181  681  3612 


PAN  TOURS 

Sl Petersburg  fr£3895nu 
Moscow  fr£449Snu 
Includes  letup  Flic  In.  B/0 
IprSuiHmd 
St  Petersburg 
-  Moscow  fr£489  7n» 

Includes  Rcliwn  Flight.  B/B 
in  4  Star  Hotel >.  train. 

Fop  Kscpamnm  n  Jctto  ml) 
PnxiTouxw 


SPAIN 


esoopwi  01903 


Jo^ia  Andalactel  Qnr 


nr.  Cntlobs 


Bajoy  nvm/b 


ft  tovdwi  An  mute  ft  dxtnfca 

Inc  £380  jWpataaa  D/waafc. 

AaalL  ^  ODmzdn  Vte.  Klltotr 


0171 


d900k 


AMWUUGU  Hu  In  mu  am  nlpal 

B4  mnf  ttit.  ar  Fn~i - fl  imu 

Mas  £20Qpw  0181  d66  28311 


CJIAMCA.  PrL  Lnn.  ok  aflto. 
Contact  Carol  01363 


COSTA  BRAVA  filnbta  Abaci 
■  tan  toa.i— —wb  /Htaett  to 
|  Ooronta  Saxtnday  pflnpaxxnua. 
BortoATTIw/AiXp  ft  cow  btoai 
aaalL  IMudan  01202  07*422 
ATOL  4099  ABTA  VMUH 


MM  ttaa 
tap  way.  Dead  taro  to  ratal 
aroaa  MdaIxalA  Guan  Spate 
~f  NtQoBCB  BOSt 

TTA  bond  0181  731  704J" 


OU8MU  Walking  ttanm^i  tta  Carl 
ngotu  aiBagu  Of  Andalncla 
and  In  (bo  f  ootbOln  of  ttaa  Fyro- 
aaaa.  Tal  Hntn»  <01606) 
142220  ATTO  2412  ATOL-^ta 


LA  HBRMDURA  Flatly  aflla  3  db 
Baa.  GUapa  6/7.  PooL  BBO 
Baaoilfnl  gAa  ft  alan.  £300- 


£400 


JESu 


01798  87256*. 


LA  MANGA  CLUB.  VOta  aamOahta. 
■Apaitaiwax  too.  SOW  dtacownxi 
golfftannla  01202  293B39.M 


LOS  MORIBM  MatbaOa.  Lax 
|  <Iat  4  bad.  4  bub  vflJa,  own 
pool  ftjgdn,  u  baaeh  dob,  0181 
381 2^6W.  0181  959  13IS  H 


•ALIAS  Com  dal  SoL  Lmcnry  4 
baPbwuoi  juda  aUla  aU  own 
pool  /  odan.  Tr  £628  pa.  O' 
tan  owmt  Rum  tor  a 
btoduua  01744  883019. 


to  antor.  TaLI 


>283  6753. 


Spain: 

TradlUoiui 
country  houses,  villas 
And  apartments  in 
countryside  Spain  and 
Portugal. 

nacouwiMocmi 

RING  (0990)  143682 

QUOTE  RET  EST73 


ITALY 


Discover 
the  Magic  of  Italy 

•  Hand-picked  Hotels  •  Villas  • 
City  breaks  •  Resorts  •  Islands 


7Uqa2<> 

^rap.  S3?  Italy 


ITALY? 


5H  »0u«  noo*.  Kwr  ox  c«l 
OUft  !•«  BOOM  MOTU«  3H 

01233  21 16IQ 

•or*  6i6  Quota  RaC  TT 

'ivmnnr  Trrol  fixliatry  Oo6n  A»«jrd  1995.  B«p;  Short  Haui 
SpadxBft  Opnranar.  Air  Trvrol  Gtopu  Hoftdayi. 


FRANCE 


Crazy,  crazy  prices 


MAD  MAY  PRICES  TO  ITALY 

Saveupto£120pp 

Sorrento fr  £32% 
(defts3blOMq) 
Lake  Garda  fr  £37% 

(depts  2  &5  Maj) 

Prices  ate  for  7  nts  HR  im 
sdeetei3b-l  it  hods 

iMOutlOlftl  686  5533 

The  leadiiB  Mite  SptcixliB  A3ILV8N  OTM.M  |flX  ATTO 


ISRAEL 


DOVER  TO  CALAIS 

only  £45.00  _ 


Pries  mdudis  a  car  and  Impaople  five  doyrettirn  volid  for  Irene]  bftfora  HA  May  1997, 


0990711711  ^TeaITance 

For  booluigi  and  informolioft  vkh«  ovr  Wuito  at  ht^://wwwjMa(reiKa.a.iA 


SUN  &  ARCHAEOLOGY 
BY  THE  MEDITERRANEAN 

Umm  el-'Aleq  (Ramat  HaNacfiv) 
3nfv9Bi  Auguft,  1SB7 

VottWeera  needed  10  excavate  Early  Roman  (IMoenL 
A.O.)  manar-houM  &  toftMailiong. 

Apply:  Dr.  Y.  HtediMd, 
ln»t  of  Archaeology,  Hebrew  Unlvarelty, 
•lerunlem,  iereel  91905 

Fax  972-3-9501 667  c/o  Pun  Unman 


SPAIN 


sasssegsis^ 

IteifalPOQlfttov^Yl  — 


Tab  0181 


3V! 


,  C.  Btoacn.  Lax  aina.  4 


srsasraar 


#» 


01986 


SWITZERLAND 


TURKEY 


illlTm  ant  T niton y. 

nay  Dorn  tba  toalnKroam. 
wftta  on  nBtqna  i»ij»  of  rawl 


jsas?ws» 

B  and  bcanbol  cfty 
twai  998  9323  ABTA 
V13S7  ATOL  1922  ATTO. 


HE  EV  Trod  vUtopabyara  In 

il Escape  to  imspoili  1 

HODBOT 


TURKEY 


MySccoasttvfivsl 


QMatitstng 


Fasaoatstg  cities 


Backseat 

CappatkxJa 


TwocenOsS 

TMOHiuecHonys 


■«01452  ■ 

^.501978H 


USA  &  CANADA 


01851 672242 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


0990  300  ^34 


USA& CANADA 


DBffAdimMMM 
■■nwiqhl  Own  htd 
loTpofc*  UK.  01423M 


HJMRM  aaSTA  RET  on  baaeh. 
■  Pvt  ownnd  2  bad/2  btft,  hut  apL 


Oran  gOttyWi 

_  ,  Atao 

Mtoata  from  1990.  01446  421 

497  tbpvx,  01446  721  884  avaa. 


RJOMDA  KEY*  1  ft  2  bdxm  nta 


avnflabta.  ft 
305  8522406 


GULP  COAST  lagrga  osamtu 
hwnte  with  pools,  alu 
13.  ft  aasito  01277  I 


marr  iunkin4M 

.  Tab  Oldbq  760308  I 


KLAHDFtoxfda  SbiWbdi 
Sapazb  afBa,  FAB  vlaw,  aU  uaa- 
ntau.  Tot  01925  26S512 


meefaUn  In  iwthMod  1 
CRm  Cod.  Mow  Hmn 
teta.  01306  711999 


ORLANDCt/Dtonay  Vma/pool  anro 

VGHBCC  baantUU  2  bad,  2  bath 
Condo,  on  Golf  of  Marion 
C300PW.  01389  750830. 


EASTERN  EUROPE 


POLAND 


10  Day 
Holiday 
wtthlWf 
Board 
TbZakopanalotfw 
Bftatdlful  Tttbt  Mmiufatni 


Her*,-  Mrt!*nniijm  Holidays 
BfO^rrwc:  C-./1  70* 


USA  &  CANADA 


U.s.  WELCOME 
DIRECTORY 


ofSckctcdHotctiftkisI 

tor  hdmcndcnc  haveks 

to  East  Coast  North  Aaotai 

The  onfyftil  colour  dtowy  of  | 

the  best  hotels,  cou 

BMs.  Fox  sampler  i 

01923  821469 


NEW 

ENGLAND 


A  superb  collection  of 
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\  ;  WEEKEND  -  SATURDAY  APRIL  12  1997 


travel  •  25 


|  Jill  Parkin  visits  the  new  London  Aquarium  and  Nigel  Hawkes  tries  a  sporting  exhibition  at  the  Science  Museum 

*  Where  sharks 


*  ‘ 

=>•« 

"i  !• 

***■  TfSat^S 

: 

fc.  ^ 


I  ■ 

■  s^gsa  ; 

m  .y^Sfe 

■ 


~~  i-  se 


"Vr  --■•  *  ^ 

— —  *?.>  r-12 


■  •  j»7-T  — 

r4“  *>  ittf 

iOwCX 

p-  holiday 


a  *  ...  ■  fM  JJKJ* 


:»»  -’  . 

-,•»  “  «< 

•■>  *1 


mar  w»i»;5i 
^r»w-  «_^vr 

iW'iriff)* 

*«t  siUks. 


fS!9i 


Ts**  ■! 

pfep  | 


i:  .'  I 


'  ''  ■*  1 
4 


WiSfk 

i 

i  * 

al'i 


<  p  i 

. 

-  V-  y  ^S5  i 

jp*  ? 

=H 


■<-.v  .  <■-  - 

'-»“  v 


are  a  bit  mean 


You  have  been  queueing 
outside  the  London  Aquar¬ 
ium  for  a  Jong  time,  dis¬ 
tracting  bored  children 
wttft  sightings  of  London  buses  cm 
Westminster  Bridge  and  small 
boats  pulling  big  beats  on  the  river. 
Once  inside,  you  go  through  the 
bag  search  and  pay.  £20  for  your 
family  ticket. 

Three  floors  —  170.000  square 
feet  as  the  transatlantic  voice  on  the 
Aquarium’s  taped  phone  message 
tells  you ' —  await  you. 

The  children  are  hungry  and  you 
’  could  use  a  coffee.  Do  one  floor  and 
then  have  a-  break  in  the  cafe?  The 
cafe  first?  Neither.  Once  you're  in 
the  Global  Cafe  and  Bar  of  “the 
capital’s  first  and  only  world-dass 
experience  of  underwater  life”, 
there’s  no  going  back.  Exit  only, 
herded  through  a  narrow  gift  shop 
—  and  no  re-admission. 

like  some  whale  swallowing  lots 
of  little  fish,  the  aquarium  has  a 
simple  linear  digestion  system,  in. 
through  and  oul  No  hanging 
around  And  certainly  no  Jonahs. 

The  aquarium  was  opened  by  the 
Japanese  company  Shirayama  on 
Good  Friday,  in  time  for  the  school 
hols.  We  gave  it  a  week  to  settle 
down.  It  wasn’t  enough. 

There  are  some  beautiful  things 
on  the  ground  floor,  basement,  and 
sub- basement  of  County  Hall,  once 
the  home  of  the  disbanded  Greater 
London  Council,  but  we  left  feeling 
we’d  had  rather  a  mean  experience. 

It  didn't  start  well.  l*m  sure  that, 
in  their  way,  rainbow  trout  are  as 
fascinating  as  piranhas  and  giant 
squid,  but  the  first  part  of  our  visit 
was  a  bit  like  a  stroll  along  a 
supermarket  chiQ  cabinet.  It's  cav¬ 
ernous  and  very  dark.  Other  aquar¬ 
ia  seem  to  have  a  better  grasp  of 
using  spotlights  to  keep  fish  and 
folk  happy.  You’re  always  aware  of 
being  in  a  London  basement.  It 
seems  little  attempt  has  been  made 
to  re-create  maritime  scenes. . 

One  of  the  two  central  pools.  . 
which  you  can  see  from  different 
levels,  has  two  enormous  and 
spectacular  eastern-looking  heads, 
apparently  carved  from  rock.  The 
setting  was  .  remarkable,  but  it 
deserved  a  better,  stock  of  marine 
life.  We  made  the  best  of  pointing 
out  the  few  sharks  to  the  children, 
but  compared  with  shark'  displays 
they’ve  seen  in  provincial  towns,  it 
was  disappointing.  , 

I  suppose  it  was  bad  luck  that  the 
^sfsfiator  wastft topvpg  (it  stopped 
ajnid  security  caflssfor  first-aid),  but 
there  must  have  been  a  better  way 
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The  old  County  Hall,  now  home  to  the  London  Aquarium 


of  handling  die  problem  than 
herding  visitors  up -the  immobil¬ 
ised  escalator  with  instructions  to 
“keep  to  the  left  because  there’s  a 
piece  of  metal  sticking  out  of  the 
top**.  Perhaps  more  than  one  esca¬ 
lator  might  not  be  a  bad  idea  for  the 
expected  thousands  of  visitors  a 
day  this  summmer. 

Lots  of  the  notices  telling  you 
which  way  to  go.  where  the  exit  is, 
and  exactly  how  to  tickle  a  ray  are 
just  photocopied  sheets.  A  rush  job 
for  tne  holidays.  But  far  worse  than 
that  is  the  lack  of  really  good 
information.  Notices  by  the  tanks 
are  few,  extremely  brief,  and  far  too 
high  for  all  but  the  oldest  children. 


My  five-year-old 
daughter  and  three- 
year-old  son  were  fas¬ 
cinated  by  a  fish  with 
a  long  snout  but  there  was  nothing 
to  tell  us  what  it  was  or  anything 
about  it.  We  watched  some  wrasse, 
and  the  five-year-old  piped  up: 
“Mummy,  isn’t  that  the  one  we've 
seen  in  the  Sea  Life  Centre,  that 
changes  from  bong  a  man  to  a 
lady?"  Veiy  possibly,  but  there  was 
nothing  to  tell  us.  The  private  lives 
of  fikh  are  very  private  indeed  at  the 
London  Aquarium. 

In  a  shallow-waters  display, 
blemries  swam  among  sea  anemo¬ 
nes,  but  there  was  nothing  about 
the  anemones  at  all.  We  were 
constantly  lifting  the  children  up  to 
see  above  the  crowds  in  fronrof 
each  tank.  There  seemed  to  be 
remarkaWy  few  displays  for  such  a  - 


large  area.  But  there  were  two 
memorable  tanks.  The  children 
loved  the  one  filled  with  bright, 
fancy  fish,  and  I  stared  for  a  while 
at  tlie  translucent  and  lovely  moon 
jellyfish. 

Our  children  '  have  been  en¬ 
tranced  in  various  Sea  Life  Centres. 
They  have  stared  for  ages  at  the  fish 
in  die  Tropical  World  in  Roundhay 
Park  in  Leeds,  which  is  free.  A 
morning  of  seahorses,  scary  shark 
tunnels,  octopuses,  catfish  and 
crabs  is  just  up  their  street  But  the 
London  Aquarium  —  for  all  its 
space  —  is  poor  value.  There  are- 
said  to  be  350  species  here,  but  it 
doesn't  feel  like  it. 

The  children  felt  they’d  had  a 
long  dark  walk  with  less  than 
exciting  fishy  interludes  and 
couldn't  wait  to  get  out  for  an  ice¬ 
cream.  It  took  us  more  than  five 
minutes  to  squeeze  through  the  gift 
shop,  not  including  the  tune  spent 
buying  two  fish  "balloons  (£1.90 
each}  at  file  exit 

Next  we  spent  £10.40  on  a  river 
trip  between  Westminster  Bridge 
and  Tower  Bridge  and  the  children 
had  a  goad  time  waving  their  fish 
balloons  about 

Back  home,  they  told  their  grand¬ 
parents  they'd  been  on  a  train,  in  a 
taxi,  on  a  boat  and  in  a  bus.  And 
they  never  mentioned  the  capital’s 
first  and  only  major  experience  of 
underwater  fife. 

•  For  admission  details,  ring  the 
London  Aquarium  on  0171-9678000. 
Tickets  £630.  £4 JO Jdr  children  - 

aged  three  to  14,  £20 for  a  family  ticket  • 
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Alan  Stewart  the  chief  diver  at  the  London  Aquarium*  in  the  “Pacific  Tank",  with  its  sharks,  small  fry  and  stone  Easter  Island  figures 


Cashing  in  on  good  sports 


Now  that  taking  a 
couple  of  sons  to  a 
football  match  re¬ 
quires  a  deep  breath  and  a 
deep  pocket  some  fathers  may 
be  tempted  to  choose  a  mus¬ 
eum  instead.  The  Science  Mu¬ 
seum  in  South  Kensington, 
London,  where  marketing 
now  looms  at  least  as  large  as 
scholarship,  cannot  be  ac¬ 
cused  .of  neglecting  the 
opportunity. 

The  museum  has  just 
opened  an  exhibition  called 
the  Science  of  Sport  arid,  as 
Middlesbrough  took  on 
Leicester  in  the  Coca-Cola  Cup 
final  last  Sunday,  the  gallery 
was  packed  with  wcruld-be 
Ravanelfis  having  a  go.  If 
some  of  their  fathers  were 
looking  slightly  shell-shocked, 
it  may  be  because  thus  money¬ 
saving  trip  hadn’t  worked  out 
quite  as  they  had  hoped . 

The  Science  of  Sport  isn’t  a 
museum  gallery  as  you  or  I 
remember  one.  There’s  hardly 
an  interesting  object  to  be 
seen,  old  or  new,  save  the 
beautiful  Formula  I  McLaren- 
Mercedes  driven,  I  think,  by 
David  Coulthard  in  last  years 
championship.  Confirmation 
of  this  wouldhave  been  a  help, 
bur  last  Sunday  there  wasn’t  a 
trace  of  information  about  the 
car.  the  driver,  or  how  well  it 
had  performed. 

The.  bulk  of  the.. gallery  is 
taken  up  by  try-it-yourself 
demonstrations  of  various 
sports.  Remarkably,  the 
youngsters  formed  orderly 
queues  to  do  things  you  could 
do  just  as  easily  and  with  a  lot 
more  fun  in  a  gym.  or  fiie  bade 
garden:  kicking  a  football  at  a 
goal,  throwing  things  about. 


Europe' s  man  tune  map  was  | 

re-written  in  the  early  1990’s  with  ifte 
opening  of  the  Main-Danube  Canal, 
thereby  allowing  large,  passenger 
river  vessels  to  navigate  the  rivers  of 
Europe  all  the  way  from  the  North 
Sea  to  the  Black  Sea. 

During  the  summer  of  1997 
the  newly  launched  Amadeus’  will 
be  undertaking  a  series  of  voyages 
Unking  the  cities  of  Amsterdam  and 
Vienna  on  a  14  night  cruise  along 
the  Rhine.  Main,  Main-DonuJbe  Canal 
and  the  Danube. 

Join  us  as  we  sail  effortlessly 
through  Holland,  Germany  and 
Austria  on  a  passage  through  history 
visiting  historic  cities,  towns  and  villages 
and  cruise  past  some  of  the  most 
enchanting  scenery-imaginable.  All  this 
achieved  without  the  constant  packing, 
hotel  changes  and  coach  journeys 
normally  associated  with  a  European  tour 


Cruise  from 


to  Vienna 


14  DAYS  ABOARD  THE  FIRST  CLASS 
MS  AMADEUS  FROM  ONLY  £1395 

SPECIAL  OFFER 

Yhe  Amadeus  will  be  under  i 

charter  to  an  American  cruise  operator 
for  the  summer  season  and  the  prices  ; 

shown  reflect  a  saving  of  at  (east  £700  per  i 
person  off  the  normal  tariff  i 


13  THE  MS  AMADEUS 

Duift  in  Holland  and  launched  in 
March  1997.  the  Amadeus  is  one  of  the 
finest  vessels  afloat  in  Europe.  Owned 
and  operated  by  our  Austrian  partners 
Luflners,  they  are  one  of  thr  most 
experienced  river  cruise  operators  in 
Europe  and  have  been  offering  cruises 
‘  along  the  Danube  for  the  past  30  years. 

^be  Amadeus  will  be  in  a  class 
or  her  own  offering  beautifully 
appointed  and  unusually  large  cabins 
with  outside  views,  private  shower 
1  and  toilet,  colour  satellite  television 
and  video,  individual  climate  control 
and  direct-dial  telephone.  The  well 
designed  public  areas  arc  spacious  and 
include  a  one  sitting  dining  room  offering 
superb  international  cuisine,  the  fimorama 
lounge  and  bar.  Lido  bar,  library,  shop 
and  hairdressers.  On  the  top  deck  there 
is  a  heated  swimming  pool,  loungers  and 
spacious  observation  areas. 
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Children  try  out  the  sport  simulators  at  the  Science  Museum  in  South  Kensington 


hitting  a  few  tennis,  balls. 
There  is  a  rock  wall  to  clamber 
across,  with  hand  and  foot 
holds' and  a  soft  landing  to 
avoid  injury,  and  a  short 
section  of  running  track  where 
you  can  test  your  speed  off  the 
blocks.  By  far  the  most  origi¬ 
nal  display  is  virtual  volley¬ 
ball,  where  the  ball  is  shown 
crossing  a  screen  on  which  the 
participants  can  see  them¬ 
selves  In  silhouette  as  they 
jump  for  if-  The  feeblest  is  the 
simulated  snowboard,  where 


you  simply  balance  on  wob¬ 
bling  snowboards. 

The  science  part  of  the 
exhibition  includes  a  machine 
that  analyses  the  nutritional 
value  of  a’  meal  ( sponsored  by 
Shredded  Wheat),  a  board 
with  buttons  and  flashing 
lights  to  assess  reaction  times 
and  rowing  and  pedalling 
machines  with  read-outs  of 
speed  and  calories  consumed. 
There  is  nothing  on  the  aero¬ 
dynamics  of  sport,  though 
everybody  would  like  to  know 
how  footballers  “bend"  a  shot 
around  the  defensive  wall,  or 
golfers  shape  a  hook  around 
the  trees. 

The  principal  sponsor  is 
Adidas,  so  sports  shoes  get  a 
cabinet  to  themselves.  Even 
this  is  a  missed  opportunity. 
Behind  the  display  is  a  mar¬ 
vellous  picture  of  Les  Ferdi¬ 
nand  in  full  cry  but  the  sports 
shoes  are  not  those  of  actual 
sportsmen,  with  the  exception 
of  Stan  Smith’s  tennis  shoes. 
Real  boots,  worn  by  real 
players  to  score  goals,  would 
have  made  this  look  less  like  a 
shoe  shop. 

I  didn’t  sample  the  simula¬ 
tors  which  demonstrate  the 
thrill  of  bobsleighs.  Grand 
Prix  cars,  motorbikes,  or  skis. 
They  look  good,  but  they  cost 
an  extra  £2.  on  top  of  the  £5.95 


for  adults  to  get  into  the 
museum  (£3.20  for  children) 
and  the  £3  (children  £2)  to  get 
into  Science  of  Sport  And,  in 
case  the  point  isn’t  made 
dearly  enough,  the  only  way 
out  of  fiie  exhibition  is  through 
a  shop  selling  sports  gear. 

The  exhibition  is  open  for 
the  next  18  months,  and  the 
museum  hopes  to  pull  in  an 
extra  300,0(30  visitors  over  that 
period.  Hugh  Roderick,  its 
head  of  marketing  and  com¬ 
munications,  says:  “We  want 
people  to  come  away  with  a 
better  understanding  of  the 
important  role  that  science 
plays  in  sport  We  also  want  to 
attract  young  people  who  pre¬ 
viously  haven’t  considered  vis¬ 
iting  the  Science  Museum, 
and  convince  them  that  the 
museum  has  a  lot  to  offer  in 
terms  of  fun  and  learning." 

A  worthy  ambition,  and  I 
hope  it  works.  The  children 
there  last  Sunday  were  having 
fun,  even  though  the  show  is 
neither  proper  sport,  nor  solid 
science.  It  is  best  suited  m 
under-tens.  There  are  some 
lengthy  queues,  and  it  isn’t  an 
especially  cheap  day  out 

•  Science  Museum,  Exhibition 
Rood.  London  SW7SBD  (OI71-9S8 
8000).  Science  of  Sport  exhibition 
open  Kkzm-430pm  every  day  until 
September  1998. 


AVERAGE  CABIN  SIZE  IS  153  SQUARE  FEET.  COMPARED  TO  100  SQUARE  FEET  OR  LESS  ON  MOST  OTHER  RIVER  VESSELS  IN  EUROPE 


ITINERARY  IN  BRIEF 

DAY  l  London -Amsterdam  by  morning 
scheduled  flight.  Embark  MS  Amadeus. 

.A hemoon  free.  Sail  at  22.00  hours. 

DAY  2  Cologne-  Cruising  the  Rhine 
Arrive  Cologne  in  the  evening. 

DAY  3  Koblenz- Rudesbeim  Sail  past 
Bonn  to  historic  Koblenz  for  a  morning 
walking  lour.  Sail  through  the  dramatic 
Rhine  Gorge  to  colourful  Rude&heira. 
arriving  in  the  late  afternoon.  Guided  tour. 

DAY  4  Fraokfurt-Aschaffenburg  Leave 
the  Rhine  at  Mainz  and  sail  to  Frankfurt. 
Guided  excursion  of  the  eitj  and  drive  to 
Seligenstadl  to  re  board  the  vesneL 

DAY  5  Miltenberg-Morktheidenfeld 
Explore  the  delightful  Franconian  town  of 
Miilenberg  on  a  walking  unr  and  noil  in 
the  afternoon  (a  Marktftciden teld. 

DAY  6  Wurzburg  Morning  cruising  the 
Main.  After  lunch  arrive  in  historic 
Wurzburg.  Tour  the  city  including  die 
magnificent  Residential  ftdace. 

DAY  7  Romantic  Road  -Hnssliirt  Drive 
along  the  ‘Romantic  Rood'  to  Ro then  burg . 
the  mast  perfectly  preserved  medieval 
town  in  Europe.  Cruise  to  the  hamlet  of 
Hassfe  rt  for  an  after  dinner  strolL 


DAY  8  Bamberg- Nuremberg  Cruise  past 
wonderful  scenery  to  Bamberg  one  of 
Germany's  loveliest  cities.  Continue  on  to 
Nuremberg  lor  an  overnight  mooring. 

DAY  9  Nuremberg -Reidenburg  Explore 
Nuremberg  on  aguided  tour  and  drive  to 
Hilpalmcin  to  rejoin  the  Amadeus.  Cruise 
the  Main -Danube  Canal  10  medieval 
Riedenburg. 

DAY  10  Regensburg- Paaaau  Join  the 
excursion  of  Regensburg,  a  fascinating  and 
beautiful  city.  Afternoon  sail  the  Danube 
to  the  city  of  Passou. 

DAY  11  Passau-Grcin  Tour  the  ancient 
fairytale  Bavarian  city  of  Passap-  In  the 
afternoon  sail  into  Austria  for  an  overnight 
mooring  at  Crein. 

DAY  12  Melk-Vienna  Sail  to  Melk  with  its 
beautiful  Baroque  Abbey,  l-aler  sail  through 
the  tfechau  Wiley,  without  doubt  the 
most  scenic  section  of  the  Danube  in  Austria. 
Arrive  in  Vienna  in  the  early  evening. 

DAY  13  Vienna  Morning  city  exeuraion 
including  the  Holburg  ftdace  and 
St  Stephen's  CathedraL  Optional  afternoon 
excursion  to  the  SrhonbniDn  Marc.  ■ 

DAY  14  Vienna -London  Disembark  after 
breakfast  and  return  by  scheduled  flight 


1997  DEPARTURE  DATES 
AND  PRICES  PER  PERSON 
IN  TWIN  BEDDED  CABIN 

19*  June;  2,15?  28  July:  10?*  23+  August 

•These  departures  operate  in  the  reyerae  order 
from  Vienna  to  .Amsterdam. 

*  Rsak  season  (light  supplement  £98  per  penon. 


Haydn  deck 

£1395 

Strauss  deck 

£1549 

Moeurt  deck 

£1695 

Single  supplement  Haydn  deck 

£1965 

Prices  anbfed  Id  ■uirliarp.  Rw,  Hubjrrl  to  rhugr. 
Price  includes:  Economy  rlasB  air  travel 
London -Amsterdam  and  Vienna -London, 

13  nights  aboard  the  Amadeus  on  full  board, 
12/13  shore  excursions,  port  taxes,  UK  departure 
tax,  welcome  reception  and  gala  dinner. 

Not  included:  Travel  insurance,  airport  bow 
optional  excursions,  tips  to  crew. 

FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS 

Please  telephone  0171-409  0376 
(7  days  a  week  during  office  hours) 
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HOTEL  BREAKS 


the  Lake  District. 


durioBM  rcsmuifflits, 
FREE  Cnmuy  Club. 


lit 


EXMOOR 


ft-gling  tai  dw  foadnUs  of  Exmoor  Go  ibis 
Gmfc  l  listed  EEabethu  nwrlmK 
All  aramd  J»  nmpoHt  aauarywde  ring  up 
u,  ihc  high  mm.  Award  wiimini  3  mama 
i tfliama 

Harter  breaks  now  railiMe 
WHITECHAPEL  MANOR,  Nr  Sort 
Mutton.  NDcvoo,  EX36  3EC. 
Tel:  01769  573377 


The  Copper  Inn 

Pangboume-on-Thanw 

AwSdtdZAARostBasfar 

Cuhttau 


CRICKLADE  HOTEL 
COTSWOLD 
MANOR  HOUSE 

Beautifully  set  in  30  acres.  Rne 
rescmnmt  &  accom.  Indoor  pool  + 
Heallb  suite.  Teams,  Snooker 
OWN  GOLF  COURSE 
LEISURE  BREAKS 
From  £50.00  ind  DB&B  &  use 
of  facilities 

Sony  no  children  under  14  yean 

FOR  COLOUR  BROCHURE 

Tel:  01793  750751 


fbffog*. 


IflBi  oMUy  cMchfcig 
bwjAdyraRatiWnd 
Soduded  oardona  &  open 
tree.  Two  minutoe  tamlbo 
(Unr  Thames. 

22  Mhidualy  decorated 
bedrooms  with  MCacSSos 
For  a  colour  brochure  & 

msatvanone  0118  984  2844 


EXMOOR 


Ml  IwnriooN  w(Wy  \ 

ton ite*dto J”  Zafiifc- 


ardanaiseig  hotel 


toy  inch  A-w  - »  **•  *ro" 

H^blfCtewW 

jtssvs^ 

W  0W66  83S553  fae 


'QakkyGoitil 


K  beonfid  XV*  Ceatmy  COadoag 
■  ole  bent  of  OrfonWriBB  oflexa: 


ISA  to  20th  AfriL 
Fleam  call  for  dewfc 
01X65  34S404 
The  George  Hoad 
High  SneO. 

DacbesarWTlBnics. 


“What  a  lovely  place  to  stay!” 

ask  fora  brochure 
Holbrook  House  Hotel 
Wincaomn 
Somerset  BA9  8BS 
Tel:  01963  32377 


THE  BLAKENEY  HOTEL 

AA/RAC*** 

Bbkeney,  Nr  Hdt 

Norfolk  NR25  7NE 


A  Luxury  break  at  one  nf  Britain's 
must  presligioiBi  hotel  resorts. 
•Uiampkoikip  (3>H  cw** 
■Health,  te»<T  and  wpteiicual  spa. 

May  Bank  Hobday  Offer 

£6950  per  pent*  pa  npja  bdudo 
taffn  diann,bcda»It>ndktBL 

S  LA  LEY  HALL 


Can  «M34  67MBO  quod!*  ref  STUBS 


#31 


Grade  I  feed  ESutetten  nwaorhoeee. 
AD  amend  to  naepo*  eoowryaWe  rani  np 
lb  high  OMO.  Award  winning  3  iWK 

Spring  breaks  now  araflabte 
WffllECHAPLE  MANOR.  Nr  Sonfli 
MbBim.W-P«w.EP<3BG. 

Td:  01769  573377 


Two  very  special  Hotels, h 
romantic  and  nostalgia  — 


Tel: 01 179  372  916 


Tel:  01225  810  555 


For  affordable  luxury 
it's  SIMPLY  THE  BEST 


great  value  holidays 

FROM  £45.00  PPPN  DB&B 


Superb  Coif  Sr Leisure  Hole/  set  fliwre 
the  banks  of  the  Rarer  Forney.  The  perfect 
central  base  for  dncooemtg  Cornwall . 
Enjoy  every  comfort  including  delicious 
fi»j.  golf,  trimming,  Unnb.  gym  6 
nnnty  other  local  otindumt. 

Telephone:  01208  873550 


to  a  taste  of  sheer  luxury 

With  dumpagne  on  arrival.  <k 
Dinner,  room  and  breakfast 
£1  80  per  couple 

Sn^fit  indiisive. 

on  spoil  yourselves! 

-*  For  resHvjions  calk  — 
HORSTED  PLACE 
@01825  750581 

HTIIEHOtBTHlUOnHlX  B5T  SUSP.  TNP  STS 


wo  outstanding  waterside  *  rural  ^ 
properties  in  trnly  beautiful  * 

locations  in.  Devon  de  Dorset,  c 

J  Call  for  our  highly  acclaimed 

t '  brochure. 

•  Video  also  available 

1  "5  01548 

853089 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


Ashdown  Park,  set  in  186  acres 

of  parkland  in  Sussex,  offers 

luxurious  Easter  and  Spring 
breaks.  The  superb  leisure 
facilities,  including  swimming 

beauty  therapy  and  golf,  excellent 

restaurant  mid  fine  wines  create 
fire  perfect  atmosphere  far  that 
well  deserved  short  break. 

From  £84-50  per  peraon 
01342824988 


Tylney  Hall,  set  in  66  acres  of 
fire  rich  rolling  Hampshire, 
countryside,  offers  exceptional 
Easter  and  Spring  breaks. 
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CHESS 


by  Raymond  Keene 


THE  chess  world  has  been  sur¬ 
prised  recently  by  a  spate  of 
successes  by  young  players.  Regu¬ 
lar  readers  of  my  daily  column  will 
have  noticed  There  u  win  by  ninc- 
year -old  Gawa i n  Jones  against  the 
international  muster  MaJcolm 
Petti,  chess  correspondent  of  The 
Doily  Telegraph.  Gawain  adiie\'ed 
the  distinction  of  becoming  the 
youngest  player  ever  to  have  taken 
a  game  in  an  official  tournament 
off  an  inrematiunal  master. 

Nut  to  be  outdone,  the  14-year- 
old  French  hoy  Etienne  Bacroi  has 
achieved  what  many  thought  im¬ 
possible.  earning  the  title  grand¬ 
master  at  the  age  of  14  years  and 
two  months,  breaking  the  records 
set  by  Bobby  Fischer.  Judit  Pulsar 
and  Peter  Leko. 

While:  Baer  at  Black:  Anic 
Enghien.  March  1997 
Semi-Slav  Defence 

I  d4  Nf6  2  c4  e6 

3  Nf3  d5  4  Nc3  Bb4 

5  Bg5  Nbd7  6  e3  cS 

One  of  Black's  less  solid  defences  to 
the  Queen's  Gambit.  The  idea  is  to 
obtain  a  menacing  queenside  pawn 
majority  which  could  prove  deadly 
against  a  white  player  who  is  not 
up  with  the  theory  or  fails  to  react 
with  sufficient  vigour. 

7  cxd5  exd5  8  Qc2  QaS 

9  Bd3  0-0  10  0-0  c4 

Although  this  relieves  the  ten¬ 
sion  in  the  centre.  Black  now  est¬ 
ablishes-  his-  dangerous  phalanx  of 
queenside  pawns.  In  Ute  future  an 
advance  based  on  ..  .  b>b4  may 
give  Black  an  automatic  strategic 
victory. 

II  BfS  ReS  12  Nd2  06 
13  Bxd7 

It  seems  strange  to  give  up  the  light 
squares  in  this  fashion  whilst  also 
ceding  Black  rhe  advantage  of  the 
bishop  pair.  15  Bh3  is  certainly 
possible,  but  White's  choice  has  the 
advantage  of  retarding  Black's 
development,  since  he  must  now 
recapture  with  the  knight. 

!3  .  .  .  Nxd7  14  Rael.  White  is 
clearly  massing  for  a  counter-break 
in  the  centre. 

14  .  .  .  Bxc3.  In  his  turn.  Black 
gives  up  a  bishop,  but  hopes  to 
create  a  weakness  on  c3. 

15  bxc3  Nb6  16  R.  White  is  ready 
with  his  strategy',  a  central  advance 


based  on  e4.  Black.  Though,  now 
misses  the  point  of  his  own  opera¬ 
tions.  In  striving  for  an  exchange  or 
queens,  which  White  can  easily 
evade.  Black  renounces  the  main 
theme  of  his  defence,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  counter-anack  against  the 
white  pawn  on  c3.  Hence.  16  .  .  . 
Bd7  followed  by  .  .  .  Na4  is  the 
correct  plan 

16  . . .  Qb4  17  Qb2  Qc6 

18  e4  Be6  19  Re3  Na4 

20  Qcl  bS  21  Gel  NbS 

22  Qh4 

White’s  pieces  gather  menacingly 
around  the  black  king. 

22  . . .  Nd7  23  g4  b4 

24  e5  bxc3  25  Qh 6. 

Threatening  26  Bf6  with  a  forced 
mare.  25  . . .  KbS. 


26  Ne4.  A  brilliant  reinforcement 
of  his  arrack.  If  now'  2b  .  .  .  dxe4  27 
fxe4.  White,  thanks  to  his  ingenious 
23rd  move,  has  gained  the  threat  uf 
RhJS.  Thereafter,  the  attempt  to 
defend  by  27  .  .  .  RgS  fails  to  28 
Qxh?4  Kxh?  29  Rh3+  Kg7  30  Bhh* 
Kh7  31  BIS  checkmate,  a  variation 
worthy  uf  the  young  Kasparov. 

26  . . .  fS  27  exf6  Rg8 
28  Nxc3  Raf8 

The  only  way  to  disturb  White's  at¬ 
tack  was  28 . . .  Qb6,  with  the  threat 
to  capture  on  d4.  Even  then,  after 
rhe  simple  29  Khl.  to  be  followed  by 
Rfel.  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
Black  could  survived  Qh4  Qb6. 
Too  late,  since  White  can  now 
finish  with  a  flourish.  30  Rxe6 
Qxe6  31  Rel  Rxf6.  If  he  moves  the 
queen.  32  Re7  is  crushing. 

32  Rxe6  Rxe6  33  Nxd5  Rb8 
34  Bf4 

Black  resigns. 


WINNING  MOVE 


By  Raymond  Keene 
White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Tischbierek  - 
Degelmann,  Bad  Worishofen 
1997.  White  lias  pressure  against 
the  g7-square  and  the  blade  back 
rank  is  also  vulnerable.  How  did 
White  combine  these  factors  ro 
force  a  quick  win? 

Send  your  answer  on  a  post¬ 
card  to  The  Times,  1  Pennington 
Street.  London.  El  9XN.  The  first 
correct  answer  drawn  on  Thurs¬ 
day  will  win  a  year's  subscription 
to  the  Staunton  Society,  which 
includes  a  free  invitation  to  the 
annual  dinner  at  Simpson’s-in- 
th e-Strand.  The  answer  will  be 
published  next  Saturday. 


Last  week’s  solution:  1  Qxh7+ 

Last  week's  winner  R  C 
Wigmore.  Sheffield. 


PUNCHLINE 


READERS  are  invited  to 
write  an  amusing  caption  for  the 
cartoon  (right),  from  The 
Strand  Magazine  (reproduced 
from  Westminster  Libraries, 
Sherlock  Holmes  Collection. 
Marylebone  Library). 

The  cartoon  will  be  printed 
again  next  week  with  a  caption 
from  those  submitted. 

Send  caption  suggestions  on 
a  postcard  with  your  name  and 
address  to:  Strand  Caption 
47,  Weekend,  The  Times. 

1  Pennington  Street. 

London  El  9XN. 

The  Editor's  decision  is  final. 

The  closing  date  for  entries  is 
Wednesday.  April  16. 


“Would  you  direct  me  to  the  Cellulite  Clinic  kind  Sir?" 


The  winning  caption  for  last  week's  cartoon  (above) 
was  submitted  by  Lynne  Smith  of  Mark .  Somerset 


WORD  WATCHING 


By  Philip  Howard 

LAMA 

a.  A  spelling  game 

b.  Gold  doth 

c.  A  Los  Angeles  graduate 

MOORSTONE 

a.  Granite 

b.  A  bollard 

c.  Greeny-grey 

LICKPENNY 

a.  Miserly 

b.  A  liquorish  stick 

c.  Profligate 

MAULSTICK 

a.  An  artist's  prop 

b.  A  picador's  lance 

c.  A  perennial  flower 

Answers  on  page  22 


BRIDGE 


by  Robert  Sheehan 


A  -PSYCHIC  bid  is  a  bluff  bid 
designed  to  interfere  with  the 
opponents*  bidding  or  play.  The 
Uiws  of  bridge  make  it  clear  thar  it 
is  a  legitimate  ruse.  But  if  a  player 
assumes,  with  no  direct  evidence, 
that  his  partner  has  psyched,  in 
some  circumstances  a  tournament 
director  may  rule  against  his  side. 

However,  if  a  player  can  deduce 
from  the  bidding  that  his  partner 
has  psyched,  it  is  perfectly  in  order 
for  him  to  use  the  information.  The 
Welsh  player  sitting  South  should 
have  made  such  a  deduction  on  tliis 
hand,  from  the  1W  Macallan 
Camrose  Trophy  match  between 
Wales  and  Scotland. 

Dealer  South  Game  all  IMPS 

*2 

voje 

♦  107652 
*8642 

e A K 9 3  1  N  j  ♦J1087B 

TK752  |W  g  V  A  to  9  3 
♦J94  J  •  - 

♦  AO  1 - .  *10953 

*054 

*84 

♦AKQ33 

♦  KJ  7 

S  W  N _ E 

ID  Dbte  Redbie (1  >  IS 

1NT  2  S  Pass  (2)  3H 

Dbte  (3)3  S  Pass  Pass 
Dbte  (4)  Pass  4  D(5)  Pass 

50(6)  Dbte  All  Pass 

Contract:  Five  Diamonds  doubled, 
by  South.  Lead:  the  ace  of  spades 

(1)  The  psyche  —  with  a  convenient 
escape  route  into  diamonds,  this 
was  a  reasonable  moment  for 
North  to  try  muring  it  up.  The 
standard  meaning  of  Redouble  is 
that  North  has  a  good,  defensively- 


oriented  hand,  with  ar  least  nine 
points.  With  a  genuine  shapely 
raise  to  Three  Diamonds  North 
would  bid  2NT.  An  immediate 
raise  to  Three  Diamonds  would  be 
pre-emptive,  a  possible  bid  on  this 
hand. 

(2)  Still  consistent  with  having  a 
genuine  redouble,  awaiting  devel¬ 
opments-.  but  denying  good  dia¬ 
mond  support  —  with  that  he 
would  bid  Three  Diamonds  now. 

(3)  This  can't  be  right.  A  double 
after  bidding  no-trumps  should  be 
for  penalties,  particularly  opposite 
a  partner  who  has  said  he  was 
willing  to  punish  the  opponents. 

(4)  Presumably  for  penalties,  but  by 
now  South  probably  had  enough 
evidence  to  pass. 

(5)  Tliis  announced  to  the  whole 
rable.  and  most  of  the  kibitzers,  riiar 
North's  Redouble  was  not  kosher. 
With  diamond  support  and  a  good 
hand  North  would  have  entered 
die  auction  earlier  —  see  (2). 

(b)  Obtusely  maintaining  his  un- 
shakeable  trust  in  his  partner.  If 
South  had  passed,  North-South  at 
worst  would  have  achieved  rhe  par 
result  —  Easr-Wesr  bidding  and 
making  Four  Spades,  as  happened 
at  the  other  table.  And  if  West  had 
passed  Four  Diamonds,  or  dou¬ 
bled.  North-South  would  have 
gained  on  rhe  board.  Five  Dia¬ 
monds  Doubled  went  three  off  for 
800  to  East-West. 

•  The  first  Mind  Sports  Olympiad 
will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Festival 
Hall.  London  from  August  IS  to  24. 
1997.  There  are  over  30  different 
events,  including  bridge,  gin  rum¬ 
my,  backgammon,  three  types  of 
chess.  Go  and  Scrabble. 

.Ail  inquiries  should  be  directed 
to  David  Levy,  OI7MS5  9146. 


COMPUTER  GAMES  AND  PASTIMES 


by  Tim  Wapshott 


Play  hospital  administrator  with  the 
excellent  game  Theme  Hospital 


I  HAVE  been  in  hospital  for  the  last 
week  and  Fm  exhausted.  While  1 
was  there  l  rubbed  shoulders  with 
those  suffering  Bloary  Head,  Slack 
Tongue,  Broken  Wind.  3rd  Degree 
Sideburns  and  The  Squits.  Not  all 
were  tacky,  the  Grim  Reaper 
claimed  his  fair  share. 

Bullfrog's  Theme  Hospital  is  a 
real  TonicrThe  grown-up  brother  of 
the  company's  Theme  Park,  now 
it’s  time  to  play  hospital  adminis¬ 
trator  and  design,  build  and  over¬ 
see  smooth  operations  of  all  things 
medicinal  in  the  hospitals  of  your 
dreams.  Basic  constructions  in¬ 
clude  receptions.  GP  consulting 
rooms  and  pharmacies  manned 
variously  by  receptionists,  nurses, 
house  doctors  and  consultants. 

Like  all  god  games,  the  key  is  in 
the  planning  and  with  each  new 
canvas  you  find  yourself  trying 
new  layouts  to  maximise  the  effici¬ 
ency  of  your  resources  while  keep¬ 
ing  overheads  low.  Money  is  the 
life  blood  of  any  administrative 
reign,  and  it  has  a  habit  of  drying 
up  when  you  least  expect  it  As  well 
as  treatments  and  cures,  patients 
will  walk  out  prematurely  if  you 
cant  keep  them  warm  or.  to  quench 
their  thirst,  place  them  within 
arm's  reach  of  drinks  machines. 
Doctors  and  cons-ultants  have  a 


broad  knowledge  of  medicine 
but  some  are  qualified  in 
psychiatry,  surgery  or  re¬ 
search  and  can  thus  deal  with 
unusual  complaints.  Your 
specialists  can  teach  lesser 
doctors  in  training  rooms. 
Keeping  all  parties  content  is 
a  real  balancing  act. 

Underpay  or  overwork 
staff  and  they  will  walk  out. 

Slack  up  their  workload  -too 
much,  though,  and  they’ll 
spend  more  time  strolling  to 
and  from  their  common 
rooms  than  working.  Hardest 
to  placate  are  the  handymen, 
who  water  plants,  maintain 
machinery  and  mop-up  vom¬ 
it.  Tlie  game  engine  also 
regurgitates  when  rhe  overall 
balance  of  your  operation  is 
clumsy,  sending  penalty 
earthquakes  wliieh  can  dam¬ 
age  or  destroy  your  expensive 
machinery.  If  equipment  is  wiped 
out,  rhe  room  falls  into  disrepair 
and  cannot  be  used  again.  In 
addition  td  daily  patient  quotas, 
emergency  cases  turn  up  on  your 
doorstep  two  ways  —  either  with 
sick  people  flown  in  to  the  hospital 
helipad  or  as  illness  outbreaks 
Which  can  turn  into  epidemics. 

Failure  to  contain  an  epidemic 


results  in  severe  fines  imposed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  game 
progresses  through  a  series  of 
increasingly  demanding  scenarios, 
presented  in  a  predetermined  order 
so  you  never  know  what  you  have 
to  do  next  until  you  get  there.  More 
complex  breakthroughs  only  come 
to  light  in  later  campaigns.  Hie 
sound  of  tills  is  never  far  away,  nor 
are  the  cheers  and  jeers  of  your 


patients  relaying  their  gut 
feelings  to  you.  When  patients 
die  their  souls  float  upwards 
to  celestial  strains. 

Mast  stimulating  is  the 
constant  Tannoy  babble  of 
the  receptionist  beckoning 
nurses  and  doctors  to  differ¬ 
ent  treatment  rooms  or  re¬ 
minding  patients  to  have  their 
cheque  books  handy.  Her 
delivery  hits  just  the  right 
note  of  irritation,  trotted  off  in 
perfect  “Thank  you  for  tele¬ 
phoning  Holiday  Inns,  my 
name  is  Debbie,  how  may  I 
help  you?"  style.  Her  voice 
even  rises  at  the  end  of  some 
sentences,  unnecessarily 
turning  bland  statements  into 
questions. 

All  that  is  known  of  the 
person  behind  the  voice  is 
that  she  was  an  out-of-work 
actress  girlfriend  of  one  of  the 
development  team.  I  hope  she  was 
paid  well  for  her  efforts  since  she  is 
responsible  for  a  good  20  per  cent 
of  Theme  Hospital's  enduring  ap¬ 
peal.  This  is  a  game  which  will  take 
the  best  part  of  a  month  to 
complete,  only  then  might  you  ger 
sick  of  it.  The  screen  is  rich  in  detail 
with  bustling  citizens  but  an  option 
to  pull  back  and  view  the  entire 


Hospital  is  missing.  Also,  beware 
the  game's  load  and  save  options 
which  are  fiddly  and  ambiguous  — 
it's  easy  to  load  an  old  game  by 
mistake  as  you  try  to  save,  but 
instead  lose,  a  current  game. 

After  the  first  marathon  session 
it  will  dawn  on  you  that  you  have 
played  this  game  before.  In  some 
respects,  though  much  more  re¬ 
fined.  it’s  a  carbon  copy  of  Theme 
Park.  Where  you  once  built  rides  to 
entertain  punters  and  employed 
handymen  to  maintain  them  and 
clean  up  litter  and  vomit,  you  now 
build  treatment  rooms  and  again 
employ  handymen  for  menial 
maintenance  and  cleaning. 

Theme  Hospital  is  also  like 
many  other  games,  from  Civilisa¬ 
tion  to  SimTower  and  Command  & 
Conquer.  With  a  different  packag¬ 
ing  you  are  still  effectively  training 
up  and  dispatching  troops  while 
ongoing  research  gives  you  bigger 
and  better  toys  to  help.  Still,  the 
hospital  subject  matter  remains  a 
good  wheeze. 

This  week's  Top  Tip,  winning 
him  a  Microsoft  title,  comes  from 
Alex  Bowler  of  Chesterfield:  "To 
prevent  eye  strain  from  hours  of 
playing  Solitaire,  rum  the  monitor 
around  and  get  a  friend  to  describe 
the  screen  to  you." 


ACROSS 

3  Club:  protected  mammal  (3) 
S  Road  to  house:  compel  (5) 

9  One  without  illusions  |7) 

10  One  without  credulity  (7) 

H  Wood-shaping  machine  (5) 
12  Grass-cutter  (6) 

14  Breathe  painfully;  bright 
idea  (6) 

15  Esoteric  (6) 

17  Rival  of  classical  Athens  (6) 

20  Manfred.  Don  Juan  poet 

15) 

21  Contented  (7) 

24  Spouse's  child,  not  one's 
own  (7) 

25  Calls;  feature  of  Saturn  (5) 

26  Element  Sn  £3) 

SOLUTION  TO  NO  1065 


DOWN 

1  Probability  (4) 

2  Best  dothes  (6) 

3  Disposition:  warped  (4) 

4  Stretch  of  land  (5) 

5  High-masted  vessel  (4.4) 

6  Not  much  (6) 

7  And  so  on  (2.6) 

1 2  Looking  down  on  'inferiors' 
(8) 

13  Sanctity  (S) 

16  Membrane  over  eye  (6) 

18  Getting  up:  revoli(6) 

19  Exhausted  (5) 

22  Make  (money)  (4) 

23  Sleep  rough  (4) 


OSS-  I  Avid  3  Farcical  9  Cacti  ‘10  Trawler  II  Ammeter 
kjI  ’)4  Stupid  16  Allure  IS  List  19  Unheard  22  Anagram 
aid  24  Gloaming  25  Smug 

VN-  I  Archaism  2  Incommunicado  4  Artery  5  Chattel 
.lloquialism  7  Lore  S  Silt  1-3  Peddling  15  Interim  17  C.un- 
20  Ha-ha  21  Gang 
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THE  LISTENER  CROSSWORD 


No  3405: 25  Across  by  Psyche 


FOURTEEN  clues  have  a  superfluous  letter  in  the 
definition  part  in  all  the  remaining  clues,  subsidiary 
parts  indicate  the  answer  With  a  superfluous  letter  added 
somewhere  along  its  length.  In  clue  order,  these 
superfluous  letters  spell  out  an  appropriate  nine  word 
extract  from  Brewer’s  Dictionary  of  Phrase  and  Fable. 
The  solutions  to  nine  clues  have  been  altered  thematically 
before  entry  in  the  grid.  6  down  is  thematic  and  unefued. 
One  place  name  is  not  in  Chambers. 


ACROSS 

I  He  sculpted  Eros's  head  abui  three  times  for  old  coin  (o) 
o  Take  on  South  Coast  river  tUdyssey.  perhaps  (o) 

II  Greek-eight  find  broken  oar  in  vessel  (5) 

12  Lump  of  metal  Athene's  converted  into  ethereal  iron  seat  |S) 

14  Chariot  entering  race  is  driven  off  lb) 

15  Greek  sculptor  embodied  Aeolus  (kwelesslyl  with  wadd  (8) 

|0  Initially  Sophocles  had  "God"  in  title  (41 

20  G reave  worn  by  victorious  Adonis  f.li 

23  Abnormal  growth  j  nd  so  on.  Pluto's  heart  not  in  perfect  place 
(7) 

24  Achilles  anting  across  Square  in  France  to  get  paste  ft»l 

2b  Jibs,  amidships  in  three  bi rentes,  daily  carry  tons  on  beard  |b) 
28  More  pungent  seaweed  upset  Irene  (not  a  Ini)  (71 

30  Once  Zeus  reflected,  oddly  tender  (3) 

31  In  low  pressure,  ends  of  Delphi  candles  gutter  badly  (4j 
33  Bring  back  Goddess  of  Greek  food  |4| 

35  50  per  cent  uf  horsemen  went  astray  in  the  middle  of 
Philadelphia  (8) 

38  Golden  poet's  idle  composition  of  'Pleiades"  lacking  fuwer 
and  depth  (b| 

40  Then's  upset:  one  third  of  ecclesiasridsm  is  a  tendency  to 
moralise  IS) 

41  Crane's  flapping,  catching  hint  of  Boreas  springing  up  (5) 

42  Nemesis  can  strike  (some)  Mediterranean  islanders  (u) 

43  Leaving  the  hc-aJ.  Tcihys  consumes  left  parts  of  wether  (b) 


DOWN 

1  River  nn  rocky  Ida  has  lots  of  energy  (4) 

2  Chloris'  heat  Caught  by  a  Tiberian  writer  (51 

3  Half-heartedly  Hermes  aneles  bird  living  by  shea  (4) 

4  Bits  of  Galatea  (3) 

5  Curtains  round  broken  idol  make  people  stare  perhaps  (S) 

7  Homer  on  stem  of  black  bark  seen  on  shore  14) 

S  Indifferent  Bellerophon’s  first  failure  |5l 
9  Ftnial  over  half  of  Eros  not  everlasting  16) 

)0  Linens  1  favour  edited  with  borders  of  Moponnese  damasks 

« 

13  Sentences  constructed  from  Socrates'  (so  overlooked)  in¬ 
troductions  to  'The  Persians'  (7) 

17  Bent  back  support  of  Laertes  initially  in  pranks  (Q) 

Id  First  of  Argo'S  oarsmen  rilt  position  or  anchor  15) 

21  With  a  leap  Adonis  twisted  round  large  kind  uf  bar  (7,  two 
words) 

22  Hebe's  third  lot  is  a  place  in  France  (5) 

24  Paris)!  perhaps,  previously  weJI-known  (8) 

27  Student  passes  divorcees  embracing  mischievous  goddess  (6) 

28  Bums  small  island  annihilating  head  uf  Laertes  (6) 

2b  It's  simpler:  let  soul  override  heart  in  Terpsichore  (5) 

32  Being  weaker,  Hera  trips  with  empty  pail  (5) 

34  Slip's  indicated  so  Hecate  abandons  the  deranged,  heartless 
Moirai!  (4) 

3b  Bloat  nut  through  filling  up  with  Ulysses'  original  recipe  (4) 
37  Delos’  first  song  society  is  just  good  enough  |4) 

34  Show  disgusting!  Principal  characters  in  'Pygmalion'  are 
hopeless!  (3) 

Statistics  relating  to  lOdo  erosswrods.  including  personal  record, 
arenmv  available  to  senders  of  an  SAE  [from  overseas  stamp 
exempt),  at  least  8*3 x  4’«  in(220xl  10mm).  to  J.E.Creen.  c/a  63. 
Green  Lane.  St  Alhans,  Herts  AL3  6HE.  It  would  be  helpful  if 
applications  cook)  be  kept  separate  from  current  puzzle 
submissions. 
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Solution  to  No  3402: 

Minus  T\m  Plus  One  by  Groconda 

Down 


i 

Dam  +  F 

>2 

Deity 

2 

Outrate 

24 

Lid  ♦  R 

3 

Leiger  *  M 

is 

Lou  re  *  K 

5 

Fah  tT 

is 

Layers  ♦  D 

(« 

Moa  ♦  O 

» 

Camels  +  1 

7 

Gale  *  H 

31 

Dentate 

S 

Rule  ♦  G 

33 

Aroma  *  L 

0 

Nuose  ♦  P 

35 

Lime  ♦  C 

10 

Outher  »  E 

37 

Paua  +  X 

il 

Look  *  Y 

38 

Gain  +  Q 

12 

Hen  *  W 

3d 

Burs  *  N 

13 

Rope  ♦  LI 

41 

Red  ♦  J 

IS 

Adore  *  S 

42 

Ava  +  B 

Shogi 

43 

Sea  ♦  A 

20 

Ren*  V 

44 

Rod  +  Z 

21 

Antae 

The  winner  is  A  Kiggcll.  Ashampsiead  Common. 
Berkshire. 

The  five  runners-up  are  C.  Ellis,  Bristol: 

R.  Furman.  Windsor.  Berkshire:  R.  Ttedeman. 
Hazlebury  Bryan.  Dorset:  N.  Coleman.  Penryn. 
Cornwall:  A.  Parkinson.  Halifax.  West  Yorkshire. 
>  » 
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LISTENER  CROSSWORD  No  3405 
In  association  with  Waters  tone’s 

NAME . ..... 

ADDRESS . 


Cut  out  and  send  the  completed  crossword  and  coupon  above  to  The 
listener  Crossword  No  3405,  63  Green  Lane.  St  Albans.  Hertford¬ 
shire  AL3  6HE,  by  Thursday,  April  24. 

w 

WATERSTONETS 

The  winner  will  receive 
a  Waterstone’s  book 
token  worth  £75.  Five 
runners-up  will  each 
receive  a  book  token 
worth  £10 

WaierManc's  first  opened  a  bookshop  in  IR82.  and  now  has  a  branch  in  virtually  every 
major  i own  and  city  in  tlie  UK  and  Ireland.  Each  of  its  lOtLodd  branches  has  at  least 
50.000  lilies  in  stock  and  can  order  any  book  currently  in  print  in  the  UK.  Oiit-or-Print 
Buokscaruh.  01892  3227(0.  Mailing  Service  and  Signed  First  Editions.  0J225  448SW>.  For 
your  nearest  branch  of  WaierstoncN.  call  0181-742  3800. 
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CHARLES 

The  exclusive  introduction  agency  for 
people  of  qitaHty  and  integrity 

The  Old  Brewery,  Burford, 
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Countless  long  term  relationships 


MAIL  ON  SUNDA- 


"A  file  of  grateful  letters  and  a 
\  j  nail  full  of  wedding  photographs 


INDEPENDENT  CN  SUNDAY 


* 

Hr, hi  Office  -  I  dea  House  -  ,>s  Thames  Street  -  Windsor  ~  Sf  -i  ! PH 

Windsor:  0 1 753  830350  London:  0171  499  9626 


utacwMiMn, 


&S£V2t; 


S5 


ataO.  ALA.  Box  No  41 


CM—  Hr.  MMaJaio. 


'DautaM'  of  HlnoM,  6"+, 
4040.  VGK»  Cvotfll  oaM  ttSL 


XT  ALBANS.  BomM,  Watery*. 
Lqu»  MM  Blita  unadae- 


Let  Sirius  Put  f  *>' 

You  in  die  %%%% 
Picture.*''^  .  * 

x,i*  ,V,\ 


v  .  t  '  .  »  L-= 


‘-V  V/,t' 

-4 c1, j# 

,T'  \ ,  ^ 

/AN 

Wc  prcv.de  vA/.y 


>  t  %  ' 

'  cut  nbou 
\  '  tbc  Irttrcducticn 
i  '  Agency  for  the  omcisAre 
nteiiiflcnt  .mcl  well  ecu' J  tod 


-  ' 

l  ....  .  ‘  i*  in-depth  profiles 

r  %  '  *  c<  sctontiel  partners 

x*'  end  porscim1  interviews 
*  '  with  complete  discretion  nt 
,i!l  times.  Even  before  you  sub- 


0530  072  0C75 


-  ••.  : : 


selected  and  m. itched  jus*,  for  you. 


f  1 

i-x  7  V  *  ^ 

V  .1 

.  1  \  I  ^  V 

•  •  : 

Celebrities  to  secretaries 

rim  r^ir  T^rmrv 


S/Kt  19^5  peof^ecfipioSiy  ksrft  been  inOrodscedthmt^t  (sit  sxdsnstsooid 


WHY  US? 

rtniplvi  IPb  tl»  im«  Mttnfcd  ehole*  of  Woh  qirtty  inemlMM.  W>  9«nMe  *«w  Bm 
chain  tm  xr  JJEAST  2S  mrtchii  tomnbors  in  thm  months  or  REFUM)  TOUR  FS- 
{Otbsra  my  othr  to  awd  yaw  maobanh^  ported  man  If  *oo  how  only  tad  one  data  hi  ■ 
y«V  Ttaa  ora  o  msmbm  tor  BM.  Ity  vs  ter  she  vmofcs  bM  if  YOU  don’t  agm  «m  wo  On  firart 
BondM  thorn  to.  nWiBfund  your  too  ww  do  any  odior  doting  nrrtco  In  too  amtld-BBCh  to 
iho  qioflhr  of  our  oonrtco;  ond  «  chain  of  owr  faityoodoluo nto  mdi  month. 

THE  BEST  THEBE  IS -OR  YOUR  FEE  REFUNDED  . 

-  UiASSOCWEOmCES:  Drtito,  Jlcito^wv  Sbrtfc^  Brirt*  CnWdjft  Harttat^DNbKantsr 
Lordoo,  Brighton.  Tbtfc.  Its*.  ThiLWorttmB|00B.Badtord  


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


LADIES 


01442  879074 
E»lBinSa:Uinu>«OM 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


Tailor-made 
introductions 
exclusively  for 
professional  A 
businesspeople 

m  Southern  •  Northeast 
O  Midland*#  Northwest 

Call  free 

0800436922 


“DOYENNE  OF 
MATCHMAKERS-- 
KATHARINE  ALLEN 
Marriage  Boreal 

£MaNnM/<M0 

18  Thayer  Sc 
London  W1M5LD 
0171 9353115 
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do  THE  TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
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P.O.BOX  3553. 
VIRGINIA  ST. 
LONDON.  El  9GA 
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Dinner  md  Dances 
Codoail  Parties 
Personal  locrodocdoos 
Herts  Essex  Suffolk 
Combs  Kent 
Ask  for  Brochure 
CJ  Sn  01277  352  742 
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People  usually  only  meet 
nnthin  the  confines  of  their 
social  circle.  Dateline  is 
the  ideal  way  to  expand 
your  horizons 

Fur  Frf.k  Di-tails  with 
No  Obligation  Writi-  To: 

23  Abingdon  Rd 
London  V/8  GAL  or  Cali. 

(01869)  324  100 

iv t/ton  AULA  mmirr  hep //... 


The  shoes  an  stunning,  the-  jewellery  is 
divine.  Now  it’s  (ust  as  co^y  in  select  the 
ultimate  accessary  -  a  suitable  man. 

Finding  the  perfect  partner  for  a  special 
event  is  as  simple  a-,  hiring  a  ball  gown. 

You  can  choose  someone  who’s  at  case 
ar  any  occasion,  enfoys  intelligent  conver¬ 
sation  and  has  an  engaging  personality. 

In  fact,  if  you've  ever  felt  (ike  a  poor 
relation  at  a  family  wedding  or  cur  off  at  a 
cocktail  party,  we  have  the  solution. 

Call  Marlene  Austen  on  0171  437  5f*80 
or  0973  916786  for 

more  details. 

You're  always  m 
good  company  with  —  ^ 

A  Man  on  Your  Arm.  YOUR  ARM 


3E 


m-dZZ. 


iaq,  i  nmm  latua.  wnt» 
nml  Aa  to—  ft  nach  xnota. 


GOOD  UwBag  Uad  mam,  < 
itm  prefeaalonal.  42.  ea 
rth  nmM  to  12  yn 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


Amo  pi—  to  Bn 


illt  llCtUU 


oooo1 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


ASSIGNATIONS 

Lesley  Hudson-Jessop 

(cxFirtcutoart  HcaJhumri) 
Home  imenriewa  and 
Itiofisvoeal  ddSf  load  to 
tailar  madernnoduoioc* 
LONDON  AND 
M4  CORRIDOR  , 

01225  482905 
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How  the 
Big  Cat 
got  its 
claws  into 
quality 
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The  best 
ways  to 
take  your 
bicycle 
by  car 
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Boxing  promoter  Frank  Warren  has  a  new  heavyweight.  Helen  Mound  reports 
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Film  star  from 
the  battlefield 

■  THE  HISTORY  of  the  Hununer  began  in  J979  when' 
the  American  army  put  a  contract  out  to  develop  a 
“High  Mobility  Multi-Purpose  Wheeled  Vehicle”.  After  five 
months  of  testing,  the  AM  General  HMMWV  (also  known 
as  Hummvee)  was  judged  the  superior  machine  and  55,000 
were  ordered.  Although  power  isn’t  a  major  feature  in  the 
Hummers  —  IQObhp  from  the  63-litre  rurbodiesel  and  5.7- 
litre  petrol  —  massive  torque  makes  them  impressive.  The 
petrol  stamps  out  300  lb  ft  at  2.400  revs,  the  turbodiesel  an 
extraordinary  430  lb  ft  at  just  1.700  revs. 

■  DURING  the  Gulf  war,  the  Hummvee  gained  fame 
for  its  strength  and  durability.  However,  several 
commanding  officers  were  reported  as  favouring  the 
luxurious  Range  Rovers,  which  is  possibly  why  the  armour- 
plated  civilian  Hummer  was  launched  in  1991.  with  electric 
windows,  air-conditioning  and  CD  players. 

■  THERE  are  six  civilian  models  —  two-door,  four-door 
and  soft-top  versions,  petrol  or  turbodiesel  —  sold 
through  50  dealers  in  America  and  20  overseas  distributors. 
It  was  an  instant  hit  with  US  trendsetters  and  Hollywood 
boosted  its  image  in  movies  such  as  Last  Action  Hero. 
Broken  Arrow  and.  more  recently.  The  Fan  and  Dante’s 
Peak.  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  and  Mike  Tyson  were 
among  the  first  customers. 


■W*.  - 


Frank  Warren  and  his  Hummer  “I  was  hitting  the  door  mirrors  on  every  parked  car  I  passed  and  leaving  a  trail  of  broken  glass  behind  me” 

«  The  American  champ 
Don  King  gave  away 


Introducing  Frank  Warren’s  latest 
recruit.  Hummer,  6ft  tall.  7ft  wide 
and  weighing  in  at  three-and-a- 
haJf  tonnes.  A  heavyweight  the 
like  of  which  Britain  has  never  seen. 
The  boxing  promoter  is  used  to  keeping 
company  with  large,  powerful  charac¬ 
ters  such  as  Frank  Bruno  or  Mike 
Tyson,  but  despite  the  name  and 
impressive  credentials.  Hummer  is  a 
new  addition  to  Warren'S  garage,  not 
his  team  of  professional  boxers. 

Designed  as  an  “unstoppable  mili¬ 
tary  vehicle”  for  the  American  army, 
it’s  taken  a  while  for  Warren  to  learn 
how  to  handle  the  Hummer  on  British 
«ads.  He  thought  he’d  discovered  a 
Schnical  problem  the  first  time  he 
drove  it  in  London.  “I  said  to  my 
passengers  ‘What*  that  clicking  noiser 
and  they  fell  about  because  1  was 
hitting  the  door  mirrors  on  every 
parked  car  I  passed  and  leaving  a  trail 
of  broken  glass  behind  me.” 

Not  that  Warren  is  unused  to  big 
cars  —  he’s  come  a  long  way  since  he 
bought  a  Mini  as  his  first  —  but  die 
luxury  military  vehicle  must  look  at 
odds  alongside  his  Bentley,  Aston 
Martin  and  Austin  Healey. 

Don  King,  the  extraordinary-haired 
US  boxing  promoter,  noticed  the  trend 
for  military,  vehicles  among  die  rich 
arid  famous  last  year  and  decided  to 
indulge  himself.  Dining  in  New  York 

1  with  Warren,  the  subject  of  Hummers 

^^fYn  ordering  five.”  declared  King. 
“What’s  a  Hummer?”  asked  Warren. 


“It’s  a  giant  four-wheel  drive.  You 
should  have  one,  youU  love  it,”  replied 
King.  And  before  Warren  could  say 
“High  Mobility  Multi-Purpose  Wheeled 
Vehicle"  (its  foil  military  name).  King 
had  made  a  call  on  his  mobile  phone  to 
die  local  dealer  and  a  sixth  $75,000 
(£46 .800)  Hummer  was  ordered. 

“f  had  no  idea  what  it  was  until  it 
arrived  in  the  UK  four  months  ago.” 

laughs  Warren,  dearly  _ 

delighted  with  his  present 
from  King.  He’s  had  the  The 

seats  trimmed  with  cream 
leather  (the  Americans  have'  JoVC 
a  nasty  fashion  for  crushed 
velour),  fitted  it  with  a  mV 

powerful  stereo  and  a  new  11  J 
security  system  and  Jp*. 

ordered  chrome  wheels  and 
an  additional  seat.  He’d  like  i:i 

a  sunroof,  bur  cutting  into  *** 

the  bullet-proof  bodywork  i__ 

would  be  a  tough  job. 

The  Hummer  is  techni-  r 

cally  the  same  as  those  used  pdlc 

in  war  zones;  permanent  _ 

four-wheel  drive,  self-inflat-  1116  ( 

ing  and  deflating  tyres,  ____ _ 

bulletproof  bodywork  and 
glass  and  bombproof  underbody.  And 
yes.  Warren  does  wish  he’d  had  one 
five  years  ago  in  Barking  when  he  was 
shot  and  spent  weeks  in  intensive  care: 

The  total  cost  of  Warren’s  Hummer 
is  probably  dose  to  £ 100.000  including 
the  type-approval  changes  (new  lights 
and  indicators),  import  duties  and 
shipping  expenses  and  the  optional 


The  kids 
love  it,  but 
my  wife 
doesn’t 
like  it 
being 
parked  in 
the  drive’ 


extras  fitted  in  the  UK.  But  that’s 
nothing  compared  with  what  the 
annual  fuel  bills  will  be.  Warren  drives 
this  5.7-litre  V8  petrol  model  every  day; 
ft  can  cruise  at  up  to  90mph.  but  at  besrt 
it  can  achieve  only  I2mpg;  use  a  lot  of 
throttle  and  it  drops  to  7mpg.  Filling 
the  23-gallon  tank  and  17-galion  re¬ 
serve  costs  around  £120. 

Finding  someone  to  service  the 

_  Hummer  is  going  to  be  a 

.  challenge  for  Warren,  al- 

kldS  though  there  are  US  army 

bases  in  East  Anglia  that 
but  work  on  the  military  ver- 

’’  sions.  But  a  local  agnail- 

infp  tural  engineering  firm  that 

11  normally  services  tractors 

has  carried  out  the  first  oil 
change. 

,  It  comes  as  no  surprise  to 

■  learn  thar  it's  power  that 

___  delights  Britain’s  leading 

Ig,  boxing  promoter.  “Big  en- 

d-  gtnes.  love  ’em,"  he  grins 

111  broadly  when  he  talks 

•  ,  about  the  Hummer’s  per- 

nVe  form  an  ce.  Shifting  to 

______  30mph  in  five  seconds  feels 

~  knockout  although  getting 

to  60mph  in  nearly  20  seconds  is  a  little 
lethargic.  But  despite  its  sire  and  wide 
track,  it  has  a  tight  turning  circle  and  is 
surprisingly  nimble  thanks  in  part  to 
its  very*  low  centre  of  gravity.  The  only 
drawback  is  the  hyper-light  power 
steering  that  provides  absolutely  no 
fed.  But  it’s  not  a  problem,  as  the 
likelihood  of  any  driver  chucking  three- 


and-a4ialf  tonnes  of  armour-plated 
titanium  through  winding  roads  is 
pretty  slim. 

The  American  army  carries  out 
Arctic  and  desert  operations  in  raucous 
6 ,5-litre  turbodiesel  Hummers  that 
sound  like  something  out  of  Mad  Max. 
The  civilian  petrol  version  has  a  more 
familiar  V8  growl  that  announces 
Warren’s  arrival  as  effectively  as  a 
team  of  Rottweilers  snapping  at  your 
ankles. 

Residents  of  Hertford,  where  War¬ 
ren  has  his  offices,  have  begun  to  get 
used  to  the  daily  appearance  of  mis 
monster,  but  every  so  often  he  notices 
with  satisfaction  the  dropped  jaws  and 
amazed  stares.  “People  definitely  keep 
out  of  its  way,"  he  says  proudly. 

The  Warren  family  currently  enjoy 
total  exclusivity  in  owning  the  only 
luxury  civilian  Hummer  in  Britain,  but 
that  isn’t  likely  to  last  for  long.  “[Prince| 
Naseem  has  been  bn  at  me  to  help  get 
him  one,  and  T  know  Eubank  is  also 
keen.”  admits  Warren.  Chris  Eubank 
is  likely  to  take  delivery  of  a  new 
Hummer  any  day  —  he  was  recently 
sported  buying  one  in  Dubai  by  an  JTV 
film  crew. 

Despite  the  exclusivity.  Susan  War¬ 
ren  isn’t  as  keen  on  the  Hummer  as  her 
husband.  “The  kids  love  it  but  my  wife 
hates  it.  She  doesn  1  like  it  being  parked 
in  the  drive." 

But  as  the  new  owner  of  Hunsdon 
Hall  in  Hertfordshire,  what  better  way 
for  him  to  tour  his  estate  than  in  a  big 
black  shiny  Hummer? 


THE  GOOD,  THE  BAD  AND  THE 

'DOWNRIGHT  UNPLEASANT 

They’re  ail  in  the  J.D.  Power  report  on  car  satisfactiqn  in  this  month’s  Top  Gear  magazine 
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‘Slippery  when  wet’  —  I  offer  thanks  to  the  scientists  who  have  worked  that  out,  but  I  think  there’s  a  case  for  the  more  upbeat  ‘Not  slippery  when  dry 


Dubious  signs  of 


intelligent  life 


You  will  not  spend  many 
hours  on  the  roads  of 
America  before  highways 
start  to  resemble  gipt 
exhibitions  staged  by  advertising 
companies.  Indeed  the  surest  way 
to  recognise  that  a  town  is  looming 
is  to  measure  the  gaps  between 
hoardings:  the  closer  together,  the 
nearer  the  town. 

In  Britain  this  kind  of  thing  is 
frowned  upon,  and  planning  regu¬ 
lations  are  fairly  strict  But  in 
recent  yean  there  has  been  a  trend 
towards  unofficial  signs,  placed  at 
the  side  of  the  road  by  individuals 
announcing  everything  from 
"Good  Food  200  yards”  to  “Happy 
40th  Ron".  At  wont,  this  is 
irritating  and  tacky,  but  does  not 
seriously  impinge  on  the  land¬ 
scape.  But,  contrary  to  the  bold 
words  of  politicians  who  extol 
persona!  responsibility,  Britain  re- 


DRIVEN  TO 
DISTRACTION 


Peter 

Barnard 


mains  a  nanny  state  in  which 
increasing  numbers  of  official 
signs  clutter  the  roadside. 

They  are  often  mutually  exclu¬ 
sive  in  terms  of  road  safety.  On  the 
one  hand  they  try  to  warn  us  of 
hazards,  yet  on  the  other  the  sheer 
number  become  a  hazard  in 


themselves.  But  some  safety  signs 
are  of  dubious  value  and  constitute 
an  insult  to  ihe  intelligence. 

Last  week  on  an  A  road  in 
Somerset  1  passed  a  sign  that  said 
“Hidden  dips  for  two  miles", 
followed  later  by  the  inevitable 
"End  of  hidden  dips".  The  dips  did 
not  seem  hidden  to  me,  but  I 
suppose  it  could  be  argued  that  an 
overtaking  manoeuvre:  might  sud¬ 
denly  be  compromised  by  an 
oncoming  vehicle  appearing  out  of 
a  dip.  Pretty  marginal,  though. 

My  favourite  safety  sign  consists 
of  three  words:  "Slippery  when 
wet".  Each  time  I  offer  a  word  of 
thanks  to  the  scientists  who  have 
worked  out  that  surfaces  become 
slippery  when  they  are  wet,  al¬ 
though  I  do  think  there  is  a  case  for 
the  more  positive  and  upbeat:  "Not 
slippery  when  dry". 

Have  you  noticed  the  sign  for 


( j?ss  f  i\'\t . 


elderly  people?  It  consists  of  a 
blade  outline  showing  two  bent 
over  human  figures,  one  of  whom 
is  using  a  walking  stick.  I  think  it 
unlikely  that  anyone  could  con- 
dude  there  must  be  a  water 
diviner  ahead;  it  obviously  con¬ 
cerns  aged  folk.  But  it  still  bears 
the  words  “Elderly  people"  below 
the  symbol  just  m  case. 


Such  signs  assume  no  ability  to 
think  on  the  part  of  drivers  and 
take  safety  measures  to  absurd 
lengths.  But  there  is  another 
cluster  which  actually  work 
against  road  safety:  the  signs 
directing  us  to  places  of  interest, 
such  as  National  Trust  properties. 

Some  are  useful.  They  work  best 
if  each  sign  contains  one  place  of 


interest  and,  because  the  back¬ 
ground  is  brown,  they  cannot  be 
confused  with  road  directions. 
.However,  there  are  now  quite  busy 
road  junctions  in  some  places 
where  a  single,  huge  brown  sign 
contains  information  about  four  or 
five  venues.  This  is  too  much. 

f  may  want  to  know  the  way  to 
the  Victorian  Steam  Kettle  Muse¬ 


um,  the  18th-century  Belt-Driven 
Tractor  Exhibition,  the  Home  for 
Distressed  Bam  Owls  or  the 
Charles  Dickens  Working  Chim¬ 
ney  Sweep  Expo,  but  I  do  not  think 
I  want  all  this  information  at  a 
roundabout  which  also  contains 
road  signs  to  eight  places  at  every 
pomf  of  the  compass. 

Roundabouts  are  inherently  dan¬ 
gerous  because  attitudes  to  them 
vary.  Some  drivers  have  either 
never  heard  of  the  rule  about  giving 
way  to  traffic  on  one’s  right  or 
simply  ignore  it,  therefore  there  is  a 
good  chance  of  hitring  someone. 
Magistrates  dre  not  famously  1* 
nienr  if  you  claim  to  have  been 
absorbed  in  deciding  whether  the 
Jacobean  Leather  Truss  Museum 
required  the  second  or  third  exit 
The  problem  is  likely  to  get 
worse  before  it  gets  better.  Heri¬ 
tage  is  big  business  and  competi¬ 
tion  in  the  industry  is  intense.  But ' 
so  is  competition  among  super¬ 
markets,  and  if  we  allow  this 
signing  on  a  basis  of  need. 
Sains  bury  and  Tesco  will  demand 
equal  treatment 
There  is  a.  simple  solution. 
Tourist  maps  contain  places  of 
interest,  so  half  the  brown  signs 
along  our  roads  could  be  tom. 
down,  thus  encouraging  people  to 
re-acquire  the  art  of  map  reading. 


Danger 

peer 


ahead 


Eve- Ann  Prentice 


■  THE  Marquess  of  Queens- 
berry  carried  a  loaded  revolv¬ 
er  ready  to*  shoot'  at  them. 
Rudyard  Kipling  thought  they 
were  "civilising  agents",  and 
Victoria  was  not  amused  by 
the  “horrible  machines",-  They 
were  talking  at  the  turn  of  the 
century  about  the  motor  car. 

Now,  love  it  or  loath  it  few 
could  argue  that  the  car  has 
become  the  icon  of  this  centu¬ 
ry.  More  than  70  per  cent  of 
adults  have  come  to  rely  on  the 
internal  combustion  engine, 
according  to  an  RAC  survey 
released  yesterday. 


Jaguar's  Coventry  production  line:  “You  give  the  guys  ways  of  examining  themselves  against  the  customers'  view.  Then  they've  got  a  real  incentive" 


■  CARS  and  their  drivers 
have  been  vilified  from  the 
word  go,  with  pioneers  in  the 
1800s  branded  “Carbarians", 
Trafalgar  Square  billboards 
denouncing  motor  travel,  and 
cars  described  as  “evil  smell¬ 
ing"  and  “petrol-piddling 
monsters”. 

Passions  for  and  against  die 
car  are  included  in  The  Mo¬ 
toring  Century,  a  history  of 
the  RAC  published  yesterday 
as  part  of  the  organisation’s 
centenary  celebrations.  The 
Marquess  of  Queensbeny. 
better-known  for  bringing 
"gentlemanly"  rules  to  pugi¬ 
lism.  is  revealed  as  an  early 
road-rager  who  declared  that 
he  intended  to  cany  a  loaded 
revolver  for  the  “purpose  of 
shooting  dangerous  drivers". 


Cars  are  getting  better 
but  are  not  improv¬ 
ing  as  fast  as  motor¬ 
ists’  expectations  and 
even  good  makers  can  be  let 
down  by  poor  dealers.  Those 
are  the  broad  conclusions  to  be 
drawn  from  this  year's  JJD. 
Power  survey  of  customer 
satisfaction,  regarded  as  the 
best  indicator  of  its  kind  in  the 
British  market. 

But  when  it  comes  to  indi¬ 
vidual  makers,  Britain’s  big¬ 
gest  car  firms  —  Ford. 
Vauxhall  and  Rover  —  take  a 
hammering,  with  Asian 
marques  dominating  the  table 
for  quality  and  reliability. 
There  is  one  exception:  Jaguar, 
which  only  a  few  years  ago 
was  almost  a  joke  when  it 
came  to  quality  and  reliability, 
made  the  top  10  for  the  first 
time  and  won  a  special  award 
for  being  the  most  improved 
marque.  The  customer  care 
offered  by  its  dealers  is  said  to 
be  the  best  in  the  industry.- 
The  maker  with  the  happi¬ 
est  customers  overall  was  Su¬ 
baru,  the  Japanese  faur-w heel- 
drive  specialist,  whose  cars 
powered  Colin  McR3e  to  the 
world  rally  championship. 
Honda,  which  has  never  been 
out  of  the  top  three  since  the 
survey  started  four  years  ago, 
tied  for  second  place  with  the 
Korean  maker  Kia.  while 
another  Korean  newcomer. 
Daewoo,  was  fourth  and  Sko¬ 
da.  now  a  thriving  part  of  the 
Volkswagen  empire,  was  fifth. 


■  WRITTEN  by  Piers  Bren- 
don.  Fellow  of  Churchill  Coll¬ 
ege,  Cambridge,  the  book  also 
contains  same  of  the  more 
outlandish  moves  to  curb  per¬ 
ceived  driving  excesses  100 
years  ago.  These  included  a 
wire  which  was  stretched 
across  the  Slough-to-Maiden- 
head  road  in  an  apparent 
attempt  to  decapitate  drivers, 
and  the  farmers  who  suggest¬ 
ed  that  bombs  be  fined  to 
vehicles  so  that  over-enthusi¬ 
astic  acceleration  would  trig¬ 
ger  an  explosion. 

None  the  less,  the  car  did 
relieve  one  big  pollution  head¬ 
ache  for  rhe  late  Victorians.  At 
the  end  of  the  1900s,  each  of 
Britain's  three  million  horses, 
most  of  them  in  urban  areas, 
littered  the  roads  with  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  tons  of 
dung  a  year. 


Jaguar  joins 


top  Asian  cats 


Alan  Copps  on  how  the  once  languishing  UK  carmaker 
has  leapt  up  the  league  table  for  quality  and  reliability 


When  the  list  was  broken 
down  to  individual  models, 
Toyota's  Corolla  and  Cdica 
were  the  lop  two.  Jaguar  tied 
for  eighth  place  with  Nissan, 
just  ahead  of  arch-rival  BMW. 

So  what  is  it  that  has  helped 
Jaguar,  owned  by  Ford,  to 
compete  with  these  stops  of  the 
automotive  firmament  when 
even  the  best  products  of  its 
parent  company  and  Vauxhall 
and  Rover  are  scrabbling 
around  die  font  of  the  table 

with  Lada  and  Alfa  Romeo? 

Nick  Scheele.  Jaguar's 
chairman  and  chief  executive, 
exuded  delight  at  his  award, 
“in  the  United  States,  where 
we  sell  SO  per  cent  of  our  cars, 
we  targeted  the  J.D.  ftiwer 
survey  as  a  benchmark  for  our 
progress.  Because  it  runs  over 
two  years  of  ownership,  it 
takes  into  account  quality, 
reliability  and  service.  You 


RATINGS 


GOOD 

POOR 

Subaru 

Citroen 

Honda 

Renault 

Kia 

Peugeot 

Daewoo 

Land  Rover 

Skoda 

Rat 

Marfa 

Rover 

Toyota 

Vauxhall 

Jaguar 

Ford 

Nissan 

Alla  Romeo 

BMW 

Lada 

wont  find  a  worker  on  the 
Jaguar  production  line  who 
doesn't  know  where  we  stand 
in  these  rankings.  We  knew 
we  had  to  improve  and  this 
was  the  best  measure  we  could 
find.  Our  dealers  have  always 
been  enthusiasts.  Frankly,  in 
the  dark  days  I  think  we  owed 


our  survival  tu  them,  but  now 
we  are  giving  them  the  prod¬ 
ucts  they-  deserve." 

Mike  Beasley,  director  of 
manufacturing  operations  in 
Coventry,  says  getting  that 
kind  of  quality  takes  more 
than  simply  introducing  Japa¬ 
nese  working  methods.  “We 
introduced  radical  changes 
with  the  unions  which  brought 
team-working  to  the  shop 
floor.  It’s  3  question  of  combin¬ 
ing  the  Japanese  mindset  with 
British  ingenuity.  You  have  to 
give  Ihe  guys  un  the  produc¬ 
tion  line  ways  of  examining 
themselves  against  the  cus¬ 
tomers' view.  Then  they’ve  gut 
n  real  incentive  to  improve." 

But  the  ofher  key  clement 
has  been  skill.  Unlike  large 
volume  manufacturers  who 
can  now  rely  on  robots  to  keep 
rigid  quality  control.  Jaguar 
with  its  wide  range  of  tailor- 


made  models  and  compara¬ 
tively  low  volumes,  still  relies 
heavily  on  manpower.  "You 
need  skill  and  rigid  discipline. 
That’S  how  we  got  the  launch 
of  the  XK  S  right  first  time,” 
says  Beasley. 

The  Jaguar  award  coincided 
with  excellent  news  on  the 
sales  front  with  that  outstand¬ 
ing  new  sports  car  helping  the 
company  achieve  first  quarter 
sales  of  10,931,  the  best  since 
1990.  So  will  Ford  be  trying  to 
learn  from  Jaguar's  improve¬ 
ment?  Scheele,  who  although 
now  an  American  citizen  was 
bum  in  Brentwood  where 
Ford  has  its  British  headquar¬ 
ters,  suggests  not:  “Let’s  just 
say>we  work  independently  of 
our  parent  company." 


The  Power  survey  is 
done  in  Britain  with 
the  help  of  Top  Gear 
magazine  and  relies 
on  tile  detailed  experiences  of 
16, -198  motorists  who  ran  87 
models  from  33  makers  over 
two  years.  It  is  the  large 
sample  size  and  long-term 
information  (hat  has  made  it 
the  most  -authoritative  record 
of  motoring  experience. 

For  Subaru,  the  achiwmcnt 
of  topping  the  satisfaction 
index  is  tempered.  Ed  Swat- 
man.  managing  director,  was 
delighted  with  his  award  but 
fears  his  chances  to  capitalise 
on  it  will  be  limited  by  further 
European  Union  quotas  un 
imported  Japanese  ears. 


Dawn  of  revival  for  a  96-year-old  legend 


OFFER 


READERS  af  Car97 
can  win  a  copy  of  77re 
Motoring  Century. 

Send  a  postcard  to  arrive 
by  next  Saturday, 
with  your  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  to  RAC  Cente¬ 
nary'  Book.  RAC,  14 
Cockspur  Street 
London  SW1Y5BL  The 
first  five  picked  will 
each  receive  a  copy. 


Hopes  for  a  fully- 
fledged  revival  of  the 
proud  name  or  AC 
cars  were  boosted  this  week 
when  the  new  owners  of  the 
marque  appointed  their  first 
dealership.  Ewe-Anti  Prentice 
writes. 

AC  —  one  of  Britain's  oldest 
surviving  makers,  dating 
back  to  1901  —  was  bought 
from  receivers  by .  Alan 
Lubinsky  in  December  last 
year.  Now  Portfield  Sports 
and  Classics  in  Rochester, 
West  Sussex  have  been  given 
the  pioneer  dealership, 
Portfield  director  Mike 
Ayling  says  “Before  the  speed 


Portfield  sales  director  Mike  WIckins  with  an  AC  Cobra 


Anew 
sales 
deal  for 
the  AC 
sports 


AUTOFAX  by  tes  Evans  and  David  long 


restriction  was  imposed  on 
motorways,  in  the  l%0s,  a 
Cobra  was  docked  doing 
196pmh  ...  they  really  are 
fantastic  cars.  1  am  absolutely 
thrilled  by  the  prospect  of 
selling  them  and  it  is  wonder¬ 
ful  The  company  has '  been 
resurrected." 

Portfield.  which  already 
deals  in  TVR.  Aston  Martin, 
Lagondas  and  Morgans, 
hopes  to  sell  at  least  12  Cobra 
MKJVs  a  year  —  ai  around 
£70,000  each  —  and  there  are 
plans  to  sell  the  latest  version 
of  the  AC  Ace  towards  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  Cobra  MKJV 
is  custom-built  in  Wcybridge. 

.  Surrey,  based!  on  the  famous 
design  perfected  bv  Texan 
racing  driver  Carroll  Shelby. 


Portfield  describes  its  latest 
Ford  V8  engine  as  “brutally 
fast". 

The  name  AC  is  an  abbrevi¬ 
ation  of  Autocarrier,  a  1907 
model  bunched  by  the  com¬ 
pany's  founders,  John  Weller 
and  John  Ponwine,  who  set 
un  their  engineering  work¬ 
shop  in  South  London  in  1901. 

In  1963.  the  Cobra's  I96mph 
adventure  on  the  MI  led  to 
questions  in  Parliament.  Two 
years  later,  it  won  the  Sports 
Car  World  Championship. 

Controlling  interest  in  AC 
cars  was  sold  to  Autokraft  and 
Ford  in  I9S6and  in  1992  Brian 
Angliss  acquired  Ford's  inter¬ 
ests.  But  four  years  later,  the 
company  was  put  In  the 
hands  of  receivers  and  devo¬ 
tees  were  beginning  to  fear  the 
worst  when  Lubinsky’s  Pride 
Automotive  Group  set  up  the 
AC  Car  Group  to  step  in  and 
save  the  marque. 

Lubinsky  says:  “We  arc  in 
full  production  of  the  Cobra 
right  now  aod  are  working  to 
maintain  and  increase  the  AC 
presence  in  the  buoyant  mar¬ 
ket  for  high  performance 
cars." 


For  more  information  call 
Portfield  Sports  and  Classics  an 
DI24JF2SMO. 


•  LONDON 

A406  Upper  Edmonton. 

Major  roadworks  on  Angel 
Road  (North  Circular  Road) 
over  the  Lea  Valley  viaduct 
A306  Hammersmith 
Bridge.  Closed  both  ways  to 
general  traffic  for  structural 
works.  Expect  congestion  on 
both  sides  of  the  river. 

A2400  Bloomsbury. 
Resurfacing  work  on  Upper 
Wobum  Place  and  east 
side  of  Tavistock  Square. 

M4  Chiswick  area.  Various 
weekend  and  overnight  clo¬ 
sures  for  work  on  elevated 
section  between  the  jurrtfon  2 
on  and  off  slip  roads,  also 
closures  both  ways  on  the  A4. 
Ml  Hendon  area.  Major 
road  works  at  Five  Ways  Cor¬ 
ner,  with  no  access  to  or 
from  the  AI  Great  North  Way. 

•  SOUTH-EAST 
M40  Buckinghamshire, 
Long-term  roadworks  with 
contraflow  between  junc¬ 
tions  la  (M25)  and  3  (Wyc¬ 
ombe  East). 

A 130  Sandon,  Essex. 
Roadworks  at  Southend  Road 
at  the  Gingerbread  Hall 
Bridge,  with  width  restrictions. 
M27  Hampshire.  Major 
roadworks  with  contraflow  be¬ 
tween  junctions  8  and  10. 

A31  Ringwood,  Hampshire. 
Major  roadworks  with 
contraflow.  Long  delays  at 
times. 

A41  Hertfordshire.  Lane 
dosed  eastbound  on  North 
Western  Avenue  from 
Hunton  Bridge  roundabout  to 
Leavesden  Green 
interchange. 

M25  Surrey.  Restrictions 
and  lane  closures  both  ways 
between  Reigate  and  A3. 

•  SOUTH-WEST 

M5  Bristol.  Contraflow 
across  Avonmouth  Bridge  with 
a  50mph  limit 
A39  Cornwall.  Construction 
woik  with  temporary  lights  at 
times  between  Trispen  and 
Cariand  Cross  roundabout 
M5  Gloucestershire  Major 
roadworks  with  only  one  lane 
open  at  the  roundabout 
junction  13  with  theA419.  Ex¬ 
pect  long  peak-time  delays. 
A417  Barn  wood  bypass, 
Gloucestershire,  Contraflow 
between  the  Zoons  Court 
and  the  C&G  roundabouts. 
Long  rush  hour  delays. 

A37  near  Shepton  Mallet 
Somerset.  Temporary  lights  at 
Wraxall  Hill. 


•  MIDLANDS  AND 
EAST  ANGLIA 
AI  Alconbury,  Cambridge¬ 
shire.  Reduced  to  one  lane 
northbound. 

A6  Locking! on,  Leicester¬ 
shire.  Temporary  lights  be¬ 
tween  the  Ml  J24  and 
Sawley  Island. 

A500  Stoke  area,  Stafford¬ 
shire.  Contraflow  with  only  one 
lane  open  each  way  be¬ 
tween  Talke  (A34)  and 
Longport  (A527  Forth  ill). 

AS  west  of  Ml ,  Staffs. 
Roadworks  between  A449  at 
Gafloy  and  M6,  J12. 


•  NORTH 

A62  Hollinwood,  Greater 
Manchester.  Manchester  Road 
reduced  to  one  lane  north¬ 
bound  for  roadworks.  Major 
delays  expected  In  evening 
rush  hour. 

A585  near  M55,  Lan¬ 
cashire.  Roadworks  on  Fleet- 
wood  Road,  between 
Wesham  Circle  and  Hellfire 
Comer,  near  M55  junction. 
Diversions  in  force. 

M53  Merseyside.  Bridge 
maintenance  work  at  junction 
2  (Birkenhead)  with  only 
one  lane  open  each  way  on 
the  Moreton  Spur.  Peak-  • 
time  congestion.  • i 

A19  Middlesbrough.  North  • 
Yorkshire.  Major  roadworks 
between  Thomaby-orvT  ees 
and  the  North  Tees  Industrial 
Estate,  with  50mph  limit 
Lane  closures  every  weekend 
and  overnight  . 

AI 058  Newcastle.  Lane 
closures  on  Cradlewefl  bypass 
at  Comerhouse  junction. 

AG1  Tankers)  ey.  South 
Yorkshire.  Contraflow  in  place 
near  the  Ml  junction. 

Ml  West  Yorkshire.  Major 
roadworks  continue  around 
the  Leeds  junction  with 
lane  closures  and  speed 
restrictions.  Expect  delays 
on  the  Ml ,  M621,  and  Dews¬ 
bury  Road. 

Ml  West  Yorkshire.  Narrow 
lanes  both  ways  for  works  at 
the  MS2  interchange  with 
50mph  limit 

•  WALES 

A48  Carmarthen.  Tem¬ 
porary  lights  and  lane  restric¬ 
tions  on  Psnsam  -'A 

roundabout  (A484).  • 

A44  between  Uangurig  and 
Eisteddfa  Gurig,  Powys.  Tem¬ 
porary  lights  for  roadworks 
near  Glansevem  Arms.  Pos¬ 
sible  delays. 

A483  Fab  ran  Way,  Swan¬ 
sea.  Lane  dosures  both  ways 
near  the  dock  entrance  on 
main  dual  carriageway  into 
Swansea  from  the  M4. 

•  SCOTLAND 
Aberdeen  Queen  Elizabeth 
bridge  dosed  Southbound  for 
roadworks.  Diversions  via 
Victoria  Bridge  and  Menzies 
Road. 

A74  Dumfries  and  Gallo¬ 
way.  Contraflow  between 
Beattock  and  the  Harthop 
viaduct.  Expect  serious  delays. 
M8  Edinburgh.  Major  road¬ 
works,  with  lane  closures  on 
roundabout  at  junction  2 
(Newbridge  Spur,  M9).  Delays 
on  all  approaches  (M8.  M9. 

A8  and  AES). 

A8  Port  Glasgow. 

Inverclyde.  Roadworks  with  *j 
eastbound  lane  closures  at  *  v 
the  Newark  roundabout 
ATS  Werrryss  Bay,  North 
Ayrshire.  Temporary  lights  on 
Greenock  road  affecting 
traffic  between  Largs  and 
Greenock.  Expect  delays. 

MS  Renfrewshire.  Closed 
eastbound  at  Jurrtion  30  (Er- 
skine  Spur)  for  bridge  re¬ 
pairs.  Contraflow  on 
westbound  carriageway. 
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Saab's  900  convertible  now  comes 

— —  — ■  -  ~ 

in  yellow.  Why?  And  is  it  really 
motoring’s  equivalent  of  a  dozen 
oysters?  Ian  Morton  investigates 

Ir  has  taken  three  decades  - — 

as  a  motoring  scribe,  but 
at  last  l  have  done  it.  1 
have  crossed  Europe  to 
road  test  a  new  colour.  Yellow.  Engines:  2S  V6 
Monte  Carlo  Yellow,  no  less.  producing  I70bhp  ai 
and  it  was  absolutely  essential  5,900rpni:  2.0  turix> 

to  go  to  Monte  Carlo  to  sample  charged  four-cylinder 

it-  And  yes.  it  drives  well.  producing  18Shhp  at 

This  is  die  latest  hue  -  the  S^OOrnm. 

12th  m  fact  to  become  Performance:  2  Vb 

SMb  900  MOmphinMws.mas 

c"i‘nurast'  yuu  won.!*;  10  turbo  0- 

^r,hbl^dhS  W3  in  S.b.  majcl+4mph. 

understand  that  the  900  am-  Economy  EU 
vertibfe  is  a  very  important  combined. _J\6auto 

model  indeed:  that  June  10  25-<Jmpg.  20  turbo 

sees  the  company’s  50th  birth-  ^7-2  manua‘*  auto 
day  and  this  is  by  way  of  being  Equipment:  ABS 

a  celebratory  version.  brakes,  power  hood. 

The  first  production  Saab.  climate  control, 
convertible,  the  900  of  19S4.  driver’s  airbag,  reach- 
started  life  as  no  more  than  an  adjustable  steering 
illustration  from  the  900  sa-  wheel,  leather  trim, 
loon  brochure  with  the  super-  electric  windows  and 
structure  snipped  ofT  with  door  mirrors,  headlamp 

scissors  by  one  of  the  firm’s  and  interior  light 
designers^  Aribert  Valen-  fade  delay, 

b reden  this  clumsy  concept  Prices:  2_5  V6 
was  pinned  to  his  studio  wall  £30.295: 2.0  turbo 

for  a  year  before  a  visitor.  £29,895. 

Saab  US  marketing  executive  _ ’ _  ' 

Robert  3  Sinclair,  sponed  it 

and  urged  die  company  to  oddball  carmaker.  Saab  cat 
pursue  the  idea.  claim  ro  have  pioneered  mon 

Since  the  current  second-  innovations  than  any  othe 
generation  900  convertible  manufacturer,  including  se 
was  designed  in  parallel  with  ries-production  turbo-charg 
the  900  saloon  rather  than  as  ing,  headlamp  wash /wipe 
an  afterthought,  its  structural  heated  seals,  impad-ahsorb 
integrity  is  absolute:  in  some  ing  bumpers,  pollen  filters 
types  of  crashes,  convertible  asbestos-free  brakes  and  man 
occupants  are  said  to  be  safer  ual  transmission  without  i 
than  those  in  The  saloon.  dutch  pedal. 

Saab  crash  test  procedures,  . 
meanwhile,  uniquely  indude  aab  soared  to  promt 

collisions  with  a  dummy  nence  with  a  series  o 

moose,  because  incidents  in-  giant-killing  victories 

volving  large  animals  account  k-/  in  the  Monte  Carle 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  all  Rally  in  the  days  when  th« 
Scandinavian  road  accidents.  event  -  meant  something  tc 
The  complex  roof  mecha-  most  people.  The  Principality 
nisms  and  motors  of  the  is  currently  preparing  for  the 
current  900  convertibles  -are.  .  Grand  Prix  and  is  also  mark 
enclosed  within  the  tonneau  ing  the  700th  anniversary  oi 
roof:  this  is  referred  to  in  the  the  Grimaldi  dynasty, 
firm  as  “the.  27-second  job*  But  back  to  theyellcrw.What 

because  that  is  the  time  the  profound  philosophy;  "  what 
roof  takes  to  open  or  dose  and  brooding  northern  sentiment, 
“we  do  a  lot  of  things  you  might  lie  behind  the  choice? 
won’t  notice,  but  if  we  didn’t.  None,  they  said.  They  just 
you  would".  needed  a  colour  they  were  not 

Saab  makes  and  sells  a  already  offering,  and  yellow 
bigger  ratio  of  convertibles  to  was  it  and  It's  trendy  anyway, 
saloons  than  any  other  car  arid  should  attract  women 
maker  anywhere  in  the  UK  customers,  who  are  important, 
one  Saab  regisiratuwrin  four  is  Women  already  buy  half  tin: 
of  a  drophead.  and  Britain  900  convertibles  sold  in  the 
takes  16-2  per  cent  of  all  the  US.  the  car’s  biggest  market, 
convertibles  the  company  pro-  And  doesn’t  yellow  suit  the 
duces.  North  America  takes  900  convertibles,  they  said. 
47.6  per  cent,  Italy  is  third  with  Indeed  it  does,  bringing  out 
£.7  per  cent.  In  all,  more  than  the  shape  and  projecting  a 
50  countries  import  it.  very  positive  presence.  Natu- 

Though  something  of  an  rally  I  warmed  rathe  posh  and 


SAAB:  A  HISTORY 


'  '/'r  - f  '  '  " 

*ta. ■  t  .  fj:' ^  1  *  •  t  i  ■  '  :  :  <  '■  i  -i T? 

ijftAT  >  I  •  i  :-i  7"  -  ’  1  V  ••  ?  iliij'i  -i!  *M 

TiKUl*  - 

'a  -v’. eN.  S;;  J,  - 


Taking  off  with  a 
team  of  non-drivers 
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oddball  carmaker.  Saab  can 
claim  ro  have  pioneered  more 
innovations  than  any  other 
manufacturer,  including  se¬ 
ries-production  turbo-charg¬ 
ing,  headlamp  wash /wipe, 
heated  seals,  impact-ahsorb- 
ing  bumpers,  pollen  filters, 
asbestos-free  brakes  and  man¬ 
ual  transmission  without  a 
dutch  pedal. 

Saab  soared  to  promi¬ 
nence  with  a  series  of 
giant-killing  victories 
in  the  Monte  Carlo 
Rally  in  the  days  when  the 
event  -  meant  something  to 
most  people.  The  Principality 
is  currently  preparing  forihe 
Grand  Prix  and  is  also  mark¬ 
ing  the  700th  anniversary  of 
the  Grimaldi  dynasty. 

But  back  to  theyellcrw.  What 
profound  philosophy;  "what 
brooding  northern  sentiment, 
might  lie  behind  the  choice? 
None,  they  said.  They  just 
needed  a  colour  they  were  not 
already  offering,  and  yellow 
was  it  and  it's  trendy  anyway, 
arid  should  attract  women 
customers,  who  are  important. 
Women  already  buy  half  tlie 
900  convertibles  sold  in  the 
US.  the  car’s  biggest  market. 

And  doesn’t  yellow  suit  the 
900  convertibles,  they  said. 
Indeed  it  does,  bringing  out 
the  shape  and  projecting  a 
very  positive  presence.  Natu¬ 
rally  I  warmed  ro  the  posh  and 


The  1965  Sonett  prototype  “Catherina",  a  project  that  failed  to  mature 
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Six  1956  Sonetts  were  built,  but  rule  changes  meant  they  never  raced 
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A  place  in  the  sun:  ydlow  wasn’t  on  Saab’s  colour  list  it’s  trendy  and  should  attract  women  customers 


■  SAAB  —  Svenska  Aeroplan 
Akriebolaget  —  went  into 
motor-making  as  a  diversification 
from  aircraft  manufacture,  telling  a 
team  oF  20  of  its  aero-engineensjo 
design  a  car  half  of  them  did  not 
even  hold  a  driving  licence. 

Their  effort,  the  Saab  92.  unveiled 
in  1947.  used  an  engine  based  on  a 
two-cylinder  two-stroke  unit  from 
German  capmaker  DKW.  The  only 
vestigial  evidence  of  DKW  today  is 
that  it  is  represented  by  one  of  the 
rings  in  the  Audi  badge. 

Saab’s  first  drophead,  the  Sonett, 
was  concaved  and  designed  as  an 
unofficial  project  by  one  of  the  firm’s 
test  drivers.  Bjorn  Karistrom:  in 
1956  they  made  six,  intending  to 


race  them,  but  the  competition  rules 
changed  and  the  scheme  foundered. 
A  . second  attempt  at  a  drophead  was 
Sonett  2.  known  in  the  firm  as 
“Catherina".  A  1965  prototype  was 
bailt,  but  also  failed  to  mature. 

The  firm  hit  the  headlines  any¬ 
way  when  il  entered  rallying,  scor¬ 
ing  consecutive  Monte  Carlo  wins 
in  1961.  1962  and  1963  courtesy  of 
Erik  Carlsson.  This  amiable  giant 
married  Stirling  Moss’s  sister.  Pat. 
lives  in  Berkshire,  and  still  fronts 
major  Saab  public  events. 

All  Saab  cars  have  incorporated 
the  figure  9  —  and  will  always  do  so 
—  in  recognitiion  of  their  plane- 
making  heritage:  the  Saab  90  and  9J 
were  civil  aircraft. 


powerful  version  at  £3(X295. 
Buttercup  paintwork,  fragrant 
black  leather,  deep  burr  wood¬ 
work,  chunky  controls  and 
tactile  switchgear,  solidly  sup¬ 
ple  ride,  lots  of  controlled 
oomph  from  25  litres  of  V6 
engine  working  through  an 
automatic  transmission  lined 
with  satin. 

It  was  a  Jazy  run  through 
the  manicured  wealth  and 
clean  streets  of  Monaco,  a  long 


swishing  haul  up  the  winding 
roads  above  and  beyond  with 
the  sun  beating  down  on  per¬ 
fumed  hillsides  all  around  . . . 
well,  somebody  had  to  help 
them  with  their  celebration. 

The  successful  convertible  — 
worldwide  sales  of  this  second- 
generation  model  have  more 
titan  doubled  to  14,200  since  its 
launch  in  1994  —  is  not  just 
good  news  for  Saab.  It  is 
assembled  in  Finland  at  a 


place  called  Uusikaupunki  — 
go  on,  say  it,  it  throbs  —  and  a 
fifth  of  the  components  by 
value  comes  from  British  sup¬ 
pliers.  In  the  top  car  the 
proportion  is  higher  still 
because  the  hide  is  Scottish 
and  the  engine  originates  in 
Vauxhall’S  plant  in  Cheshire. 

Some  people  consider  the 
900  convertible  rather  sexy. 
More  so  in  yellow?  The  car 
wearing  the  full  Monte  is  being 


BMW  gives  a  boost 

to  hyperinflation 


portrayed  on  UK  advertising 
hoardings  as  “The  motoring 
equivalent  of  a  dozen  oysters", 
or  some  such  nonsense. 

Can  it  be  coincidence  that 
more  women  are  employed  in 
the  Saab  design  centre  than  in 
any  other  similar  undertaking 
in  the  motor  industry?  Cur¬ 
rently  half  the  staff  there  are 
women,  but  the  figure  has 
been  as  high  as  60  per  cent 
Saab  arguing  that  the  -female 


SUe 

airbags 


touch  means  less  aggressive 
styling  and  greater  sensuality 
in  the  design. 

J  asked  my  hosts  if  they 
approved  of  the  oyster  impli¬ 
cations.  and  they  seemed 
doubtful.  The  900  convertible 
is  a  spacious  four-seater,  but 
not  many  Swedes  are  being 
conceived  in  it.  they  thought 
For  one  thing,  only  05  per  cent 
of  production  sells  in  Sweden 
even  though  the  multi-layer 


ITS  tor  head  -  Twfnalrtwg* 
protection  \  ■/ 

l  .  .'A L. ..  - 


power  hood  is  designed  to 
exclude  the  Arctic  winter  and 
you  could  roast  a  reindeer  in 
the  heating  syslem. 

For  another,  they  said,  their 
country  is  “too  cold  for  that 
sort  of  tiling".  fVrhaps  ir  was 
different  in  Britain,  they  won¬ 
dered.  Perhaps.  1  conceded.  As 
for  me,  thanks  to  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  encounter  in  Spain  some 
years  ago,  one  whiff  of  an 
oyster  and  1  am  very  ill  indeed. 


You  can  now  be 
protected  by  12 
airbags  —  but 
the  car  might 
,  n  blow  up,  says 
Helen  Mound 

New  cars  could  soon  be 
equipped  with  a  dozen 
airbags,  claims 
BMW.  And  at  the  launch  of  its 
latest  airbag  innovation,  a 
spokesman  for  the  German 
carmaker  admitted  that  if  all 
the  devices  were  to  deploy  at 
one  time,  the  explosions  would 
be  sufficient  to  “probably 
break-up  the  car" 

Launching  its  new  headbag 
-  an  airbag  designed  to 
protect  the  driver  and  front 
passenger  from  severe  head 

to 

M'S* 

two  rear-passenger  atrfcags  in 
the  back  of  the  front  seat^foor 
side  bags  and  now  four  to-pd* 
bass.  Jt  would  feel  like  being 
trapped  inside  a  bouncy  castle 
if  thev  all  went  off  at  onoe. 

Bui  rite  company  insists  that 
it  is  highly  unlikely  for  every 

S  to  be  acrivatedm  one 
ao.  because  the  sensors  are 
LS  enough  to  know 
whlch^vta  »  ?£ds 

^"rbngs.  nnd,  de^^g 

cm  the  force  of  the  front 

airbags  mayt  not  go 

sideson  collision.  » 

BMW’s  new  tubular-shaped 


m 


Sid*  impact 
bars 


All-round  protection  from  BMW:  if  they  all  went  off  at  the  same  time;  it  would  be  like  being  trapped  in  a  bouncy  castle 


BMW’s  headbag  under  test  it  also  offers  protection  from  splinters  if  the  window  breaks 


headbag  is  hidden  in  the  roof, 
and  when  triggered  extends 
diagonally  across  the  front 
side  window.  Attached  at  die 
bottom  of  the  cars  A-piilar 
(near  the  dashboard]  and  the 
top  of  the  B-piliar  (near  the 
grab  handle),  ir  follows  the 
curved  roofline.  When  the 
sensors  ignite  the  device,  the 
inflatable  tubular  structure 
(ITS  for  short)  bursts  out  from 
the  reof  lining  in  milliseconds. 
The.  inflation  causes  if  to 
shorten  as  it  forms  a  straight 


and  rigid  tube  of  padding 
across  the  window.  And 
because  it  ism  folded  away, 
like  an  ordinary  airbag,  it 
doesn’t  need  such  an  aggres¬ 
sive  explosion lo  inflate  it 

BMW  fitted  side  airbags  as 
standard  on  its  5  and  7  Series 
last  year,  claiming  a  50  per 
cent  reduction  in  the  risk  of 
injury  from  side-on  collisions. 
The  company  has  been  exam¬ 
ining  accidents  involving  its 
cars  since  1976  and  says  side- 
on  collisions  account  for  21  per 


cent  of  all  accidents,  but  are 
responsible  for  more  than  36 
per  cent  of  all  cases  of  injury. 

Having  fitted  side  airbags  to 
protect  the  chest.  BMW  used 
its  accident  research  and  com¬ 
puter  simulation  of  car  crash¬ 
es  to  develop  the  headbag.  The 
new  airbag  has  several  bene¬ 
fits;  it  helps  reduce  sharp 
movements  of  the  head  that 
cause  injury  to  the  neck;  it 
protects  occupants  from  ob¬ 
jects  hitting  or  entering  the  car 
from  the  side;  its  tough  fabric 


offers  protection  from  glass 
splinters  when  the  side  win¬ 
dow  breaks;  and  its  rigid 
structure  stops  the  occupants 
from  being  thrown  out  o£  the 
car  if  it  rolls  over. 

BMW  says  that  12  airbags  is 
probably  the  maximum  pro¬ 
tection  possible  in  a  car  and 
has  no  plans  to  fit  its  new 
headbag  for  rear  passengers. 
The  company  says  ir  only  fits 
airbags  where  research  shows 
a  need,  and  as  yet  head 
injuries  to  rear  passengers 
have  been  minimal. 

BMW  believes  that  the  line 
the  tubular  airbag  follows 
corresponds  to  rhe  eye-ievel  of 
occupants  of  virtually  any  size. 
A  short  driver  who  sits  dose  to 
-  the  steering  wheel  and  a  tall 
driver  sitting  further  away 
would  both  benefit  from  the 
headbag.  A  spokesman  did 
admit  that  “for  a  smaller 
driver  sitting  far  back  it  would 
be  ineffective". 

However  a  solution  for  dif¬ 
ferent  shaped  drivers  is  on  the 
way.  BMW  hopes  to  have 
intelligent  airbags  fitted  in  its 
cars  within  five  years.  Using 
electronics  that  can  assess  how 
tall  and  heavy  the  occupant  is, 
their  seating  position,  the  car’s 


acceleration  and  the  type  of 
accident,  the  intelligent  system 
will  be  able  to  trigger  the 
appropriate  airbags  with  the 
required  force  to  suit  (hat 
particular  situation. 

It  seems  as  if  demand  for 
airbags  has  got  a  little  out 
of  hand.  In  the  same 
month  that  BMW  has  laun¬ 
ched  its  headbags,  and  Volvo 
announced  a  device  called 
airbag  curtains.  Toyota  has 
been  working  on  a  “safety  cart* 
lhar  features,  among  other 
ideas,  a  bonnet  airbag  to  soften 
file  blow  to  pedestrians. 

Meanwhile  die  Scandina¬ 
vian  authorities  —  who  were 
instrumental  in  making 
airbags  commonplace  in  mod¬ 
em  cars— have  passed  legisla¬ 
tion  to  allow  car  dealers  to 
disconnect  passenger  airbags 
if  the  customer  requests  it, 
because  of  fears  of  decapita¬ 
tion  to  children  in  the  front. 

Rtted  as  standard  to  5  and  7 
Series  models  from  Septem¬ 
ber,  BMW’s  new  headhag  wiH 
add  £200  to  the  price  of  the 
easy.  Customers  wanting  the 
device  on  the  3  Series  will  have 
to  wait  for  the  all-new  models 
to  be  launched  next  year. 
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=sTHE^^TIMES= 

DEALERSHIPS  AT  A  GLANCE 

WILL  BE  APPEARING 
EVERY  WEEK 
IN  CAR  97 

TEL  0171 481 4422  Fax  0171 782  7827 
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VOLKSWAGEN 


VOLVO 


S3. hSwSl  HP3  9AA 


VOLKSWAGEN 


I  (^)  VOLKSWAGEN  J|||j 


OVER  1  THIRD  OF  TIMES  READERS  BOUGHT  A  USED  CAR  IN  THE  LAST  YEAR. 
THE  TIMES  IS  THE  FASTEST  GROWING  DAILY  NEWSPAPER. 
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dealership  at  a  glance 

-OR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  HOW 
TO  ENTER  YOUR  DEALERSHIP  IN  THIS 
SECTLON  PLEASE  CALL  OR  FAX: 

TEL  0171  481  4422  Fax  0171  782  7827 
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ALFA  ROMEO 


AMERICAN  CARS.  AUDI 


CONTRACT  HIRE 


SPIDESLUSSO 

1997 

MetaMcBhis.afr 
corxfltioning,  leather, 
3,400  mSes 
£22,500 

Cortaa 

0171  794  6174 

0410574976 


r 


SPYDER 

Lnsso  Conv  P  teg. 
6000  miles,  met  silver, 
black  lealhcr,  air  con. 

CD  player. 
£23j000,  no  offers. 

01293  571181 


Cbevy  sflrendo.  cJSOQ.  <haty 
extra  cab.  LWB.  4  s  A  pO^- 
Hack,  doled  wi*b.tife.  tally 
loaded.  5  tpeed.  5.7L  peooL 
Otfi*. 

01753552026/ 

0468683640 


r  r  s  n  < 


inCSSD 


We  reqjre  ins  very  best 
high  gpeafceiicri  AlkSs 
Raase  telephone  Smon  Feme* 

lor  an  «tfx£iastc  mspcxrsa 

01483272  451 
or  0836  52  55  52 

A  Bytnor  Company 


S2  COUPE 

94M- Wtate.  B  Ik  leather.  6  Spd. 
WBMrriag  pufi.niMiy  Audi 
dopl70BHP.FSH.AJc.Bcc 
Smmxd.AlBim.4ZK. 
£24500 

Mobile  anytiir- 

0850373613 


AUDI  APPROVED 


IVER  VILLAGE  CARS 

QUALITY  AUDI  SPECIALISTS 


94'»r  SZ  Earalo,  S»vw  J*r  ccn,  ESa  CD,  ttutso - 

9414'  CABfflOUcT  ZB  E,  Itegenta.  power  hood.  CD,  27V 

93VS2  Estate.  Hack,  air  con,  ESfl.  fi  speed - 

B5-W  CABRXXETZOe.  lmSgo.  Mother,  P/hood,  16k  — 
947iT  Coupe  2J1  Quadra.  SBver.  ak  con,  abbas.  afioya  _ 
WW  CABRIOLEr Z0E.  fkdiy  Bed,  lOapotaaafloy*  -i— 
asw  AS  2.0  SE  Estate,  Pearl  Edue,  efitnate  controC  29k  _ 

WN’AAZBSBwr.ESa.aloye.EW - 

94V 100  Z8  Sport  Estate.  7  seats,  afloya,  ESH - 

BSTd1  A4 1-B,  Rad.  Bir  bag.  EW,  ABS - — 

9SV  80 13  TO  Estate.  Cherry  Bed,  8irt«BG.ESR - 

S3TCCoupeZ6E.VWiBB.17~  alloy*,  ABS - 

STL' 80  ZOE  Estate,  Emerald,  ESR,r/r - - 

941,'  Coupe  Z0  E 16V,  Red.  afioya,  ESB - 

g3TC80Z0EEsttae.S8vta.ESaABS.47k - 

WCSOniciZS  Coupe,  Cayenne,  afloya.  walnut,  stareo  - 


IVER,  BUCKS 

Tel:  01753  650909  Fax:  01753  651019 


— C??38S 
— £21995 
--£20995 
>-£18685 
-£1 7SS5 
— ClflBBS 
—£15995 
..-£12995 
— £12996 
—£12895 
—£11995 

_ £10995 

_ £10685 


THE  PROFESSIONALS  CHOICE 
FOR  CONTRACT  HIRE 

V7.  ; r C/oKlC.;! . r.-'2b 

cV.%  ;:e:.  SL..-E270  O’ 

”  AG--  A.;  ir . ti'Io  ^ 

r.ip  • -t  1 1«  3  ?S  ■A'5  J 

iiv>  MON-liC  L*  .<■*' 

U-‘  -  2" ;r £-:33 


ASTON  MARTIN 


SPYDER 

H  Reg  only  14300  nrikx. 
just  out  of  winter  storage. 
RetL  Superb  condition. 

£UMMML 

Tel:  01277 145302  H. 
0181 47226940011*. 


GTVLUSSO 

96P,  Atot  Blue, 
6,000  mOes, 
expensive  alloys, 
as  new. 

£22,495 
01494  717427.T 


CAPITALS 


■Dimffsl 


DBS  1969 

Straight  6  Vantage  cooven. 
Mae  body,  tan  interior  & 
bood.  excellent  &  very  rate. 
£18jB08  or  thereabouts  for 
quick  sale. 

01819402943 


tm  MIMBIKB,BOMkMWkW 
V  Mtalgzarf— U-rUMUtataMtanafrAH- 
ta  KU«BBS.IMtalUi^.Wta-Mta 
hi  BU^taaM WHWitaR 
s  ntiaKMiitandkiiiua«i 
n  wmtb^HlaadtMMita 
Sf  Ml—tlUkW^ataWtaW  i  wiitfcta 

»  BaamattautaBwie  h—wiwhi 


ST  JOHNS  WOOD 


Lancaster  \ 


DB7  Coupe  Auto 

Mendip  Blue,  Grey  Leather, 
12,000  miles,  FSH 

£67,995 


0181  983  4444 

w  .‘.^.(Ancd'Jicr^ii.CT-tc  w 


Aston  Martin 

96F  VXKIXGE 

Peacock  Slue,  wagntfu  Learner. 
(Costs  new  £190000)  ZTtmOOO 
9S*  087  AUTO  Chew*  Red.  . 
Pardanan  Leather  «T  IMhOO 
95H  OBJ  AUTO  Oxffem  Gneea 
Meenota  Leaner  ■  Piped  Cwi 
CO  stack  U  £46,000 


m  Jtawn  uiuu,iHi  viT 

si  CMtaUTUnwHaMm 
ml  aMnmtah.nr 
M  Kumnab^nr 
ML  aZA«tal*MIT  . 

sta  MUKlkkHblP 

m-MOtaRtainvUT 
a  MUTSWaMpHLAT 


Dovercourt  Audi 


A6 

2.6  SE 

Auto  Est_  ■ 

Atatam  Star/  atai  vdnr. 
BW.  ESL  RH,25kBik.  . 
£18300 
01812987772/ 
0850  737314. 


FERRARI 


FERRARI 


itdu/bmatua 

CAR  CLUB 

■.  A  SB-F-OWVE  HIRE 

The  Ultimate  Ride 
from  only  £991 

Far  eekorbrnOium  and  datalr 

Tek  07000 280280 


FERRARI 

AUTHORISED 


'.ii  ’■■eiiW. 


TESTAROSSA 

91H  Btadt/btadt  Wda.  Zlfc 
mh,  service  history. 
iMiaate. 

£54,950 

01421  828269  (Eoax). 


TESTAROSSA 

Red/  MngnoBa 

90K  20k  ndes,  recent  bek 
change,  1  owner.  F5H. 

£53,750ono 

0181 203 1489/0370  645 
544 


AUDI  APPROVED 


TESTAROSSA 


1991 J.  Roaso/Crtana, 
4008  tfry  mb,  f¥5H, 
pristine  eond. 


01374  500005  (off 
In). 


D1NO  246GT 

7 1. 2  owDen  last  12  jrewv 
red.  ovr  £23000  ifeol  Ust  3 
yean. 

CSSjMDorae. 

01325284823/ 
0860  739653 


Franklin  Audi. 

95tt  A3 4.2 quattro  »***» 

96X  S61W0  r»**. 

S5K  2.6  E  COUPE 
96M  2.0  16V  COUPE  ** 

95N  66  5.6  ECT  iUTO  ** 

95 M  A6  2.5  TDMJOBHP  ■** 

95 M  A6  2.0LE  AUTO  EjT  *  * 

97 P  A42.3SE  AVAWT  »*.** 

9CH  M2.6SEAVANT  ».* 

96 P  M  1.9 TC1 153 EUP 

** ENHANCED  SPEC  »+*L5AT 

Audi(3®D 


moving  in  the  right  circles. 

01  SI  9.750 
7i  'no.wo 
3CT  n 7,250 
451  C15.750 
4T  EP.O.fl. 
IC7  £17.000 
91  375.500 
26T  £22.500 

ep.o.s. 

3  91  C15.750 


2S1  C6.500  ;  96?  A4  1.ST  .. 

ST  230.750  j  96?  M  1.3 SE  **•* 

2 ST  21S.503  ,  SEN  W1.8SE  *•* 

3T  217.250  !  95N  A4  1.3  ** 

i  97P  2.3  CABtUCLET  »«*»* 

'  95H  2.6  E  MSRIClEr  AUTO  *  «  * 
,  96H  2.5  CABRIOLST  *  . 

I  34L  2.6  CSSF.IOIFT  AUTO  «*»* 
j  £>!  2.3 6  CABRIOLET  **» 

1  91"  30  2.6  quiltr;  *  +  * 


13T  £21.500 
13T  219,250 
37T  216.500 
51  2P-0.fi. 
1ST  221.450 
161  218.750 


PES  ORAI?)  *»  *-«LEATH£a  fiNO  AIR  *•»«-**  TOIfiL  SPEC 

0113263  3431  open  ?  days  Sunday  ii-s 

202  :-:os  a  sytnek  company. 


F  0  I  S  (  W  I 


m 


FERRARI  355  SPIDER 

NOV/  AVAILABLE  for  HIRE 


3  DAY  WEEKEND  HIRE  ONLY  E12S0+VAT 


INCLUDES  CO.'fiFPSHCNSIVE  INSURANCE 
7  OAY  iVSCKI .r  Vim  0-\'lv  E I  675  *  VAT 
SUBJECT  TO  ESSROKES  FULL  'tEc'"5  i  CON’D’.TiONS 

CALL  JENNY  or  USA:  0131  421  S636 


f  s  r  0  k  f  s 


^Uraypaul 

A  S vp**  Company 


91HF40(1  OWNER)  ETfISAOB 

- 12CYLBBEH  - - 

941  456GT  10T  £112^08 

9EPF512U  IT  £125,0011 

90H  TESTAROSSA  ZT  EE7A80 

*H  TESTAROSSA  ST  2(5.759 

89F  TESTAROSSA  10T  258 JM 

- F3K - 

97P  F355  SPIDER  EP.0A 

97P  F355  GTS  £P.0A 

3GHF355GTS  _  £T  E3TJ08 
901 F3S5  BERLIN  ETTA  2T  295 JOB 

- 343 - 

94H348  SPIDER  5T  271.000 

931  348TB  5T  OT^O 

91H348TS  5f  255  JOB 

9IH348TS  IfT  £53 J® 

9ZJ  348TB  1JT  254JW 

9CH348TS  1ST  QOJM 

6M _ 


89F  323  GTS  DO  7T  £40.008 


1984  512  68i  221  ES.800 


S4L  MONDIAL  T  CAB  ST  £51,750 
B8F  MONDIAL  12  CAB  61  £34,758 
—  FBfflARl  TESTAROSSA — 


Mmtcnlmdr  nnanatad  lecrnaikw 
erf  (he  19517a  sgons  radag  car  Ode 
d  onif  ejgtu  baH  (rr  DXEnqtnnrlnz 
la  Sts  13Bt7s.  This  vchldB  b  u 
perfect  csndtton.  £95.000 


MARiO  VT6MAU  WILL  PAY  THE 
BEST  PRICE  FtB  YOUR  FB0WU. 
CALL  FOR  AN  INSTANT  DECISION 


01509  23  22  33 

SUNDAY  1£W 


ALFA  ROMEO 


CALECCNIA.  LINCOLN  •  01522  535302 


9GP  AH*  1S4 Z0T/5 Sapor,  Genu Bkw.Simol— SIMM 
SOP  Alta  1S9  2j0  Ilk  T/Spartt,  MM  n>(L  SportapadLCIS^BS 
gap  Alta  148  ZunttaTTSDark,  Note  Gray.  Sumta.CUAK 
9BP  Alta  14S 1 AL  Bon.  Ada  Rad.  PAS.  CA.Oddng...CBJK 
am  ABa  t46 1 A  Met  B&ML  PAS.  CArficUng. - OL9BS 


;OLiPERS.  ST.  ALSAMS  •  01727  GS43A2 


F.r.C  \‘£-Z'Y.  STOCK=ORT  •  C»61  A$o  6053 


“Only  an  Alfa  Romeo  Auto  Expert 

De^er  can  offer  you  an  approved  •mAitaitaa.iASAwtaWNia.ESB.ASs - 

used  Alfa  Romeo  with  guaranteed  mm.es* 

.  ,  _  .  98*  Alta  1481 JL,  SArarVrtlta.  ESH 

peac«  of  mind.  For  your  nearest 

Dealer  ring  0800  719000."  a*»ijutai«iALBcaBeGra*n.Aia«tt 


99*  A8at491JL,grarWtata.ESH.  A8S - 

•SNAHaMSIANta  Red.  Baade  Suvool  -  - 
9BN  Alta  14S 1*  Base  Graan.  Atane,  Ae  809... 


1 

5£>N  5  -0.  -0131333  5073  | 

98P  AH*  GTV  Z0  TMn  Opertt,  Mel  TBanlum  G»ey. 

—  P.OJL 

S7P  Alta  14SZJ1T8  Oovwtata.  ftad.  Air  Cfcn - POA. 

97P  ABe  146 14  Ttain  Spent,  A8a  Red - 

_ POJL 

B6P  AHa  IBS  2.6  Twin  Sptak.  Bfeek - 

-CtSJM 

96P  AKa  156  UTrdn Spent. MataScPfam - 

-- X13J99 

D  C  COOK.  HOCHOAte  ’  01  70S  3C 


■7P  Alta  SpMtaLaacoZO  TJS,  Add  Graan.  A/C - P.OA. 

94*  ANa  164  Z0Z4<r  Super  ttan.S4var,  AC.  ASS.  CTMBS 
SSP  Alta  1«Hf  2rf>  liMla  Titanum.  CD.  A8S- CM^K 

SIP  AM  149  inOcrrtaWDS,  Alta  Rad.  tXL  ABS.—£1»J9S 
904  Alta f«1J  1ta*r Spark,  SAtaWNta.  ASS--.  .OOJ95 


<£R1’\G  .-.lOTOa  GSCVP.  IPSVVJCH  •  3:470  650321 


PEF-75  rOP' 


■ C17Q5  314233 


96P  Alta  1M  ZD  Soper,  Black.  - 

97P  AfaI4SCJoitaftaa4P«aafld*H«*rSpoita. 
9 K  AHa  SptaWeBon,  Bed.  Aloya - - 

.Cl 6,000  98P  Alta CTYlmeo,  Ktattdc fad.  Suniuct - 

,_ROJk  MW  Alta  RTV,  Wal  Oue.  Surtrool,  RegMoNS  G1 

ESJQ0  a<P  A0 1*3  tA,  HataBc  Qroew,  Sunroot - 

CJ2J95 

V— CI&996 

— CI1A65 

NN  AM  146 1  J,  Taaitaira-. 

got  ANa  14S  Afafted.  Aleys. _ _ _ 

*3*  Alta  114,  Red-.  -  . 

|  tCWASCa.  cFSCM  •  01372  7fiA4A4 

g  V.ANCCLETS:.  KN’JT3pCHu-0l5iS  72 

|  STSAVLlNi.  MC^ECAMSE  •  01524 

B6N  Alfa  CTV  Luaao,  AniBkiB.SunreGi,  Air  Con — P.IXA.  931.  Ada  16*  Utar  Soper  Liana - 

_cnj96 

_ nun 

96R  AIM  GTV,  AfaS  (fas,  Ltaso  Pacto~. 

OCT*  Alta  SpidtT,  ASA  R+1  _ _  _ _ 

. . .  .  .  .  .... _ _ _  MX  aas  MUUhliaiH  Rtart  UC  llwn 

.  tuns 

97P  A— 14*  fluiaileal.  nmiMniaBi 

96N  Attel46B,ra*on«a,nrLtawwM^i— - 

96*  Alfa  146  OtweriaaL  Red.  Air  COftWonlnB. — 
36*  Alfa  148 1 A  Bear,  wwa.  ABS - — - 

.C14J9S  B2J  ASa  164 X0 Lun% AirContSkiring - -  .W» 

.C1ASS5  94L  Atta33l.7liv,  BtadhRacanta,SpMHniAlayu-£7ABS 

96P  ABa  iHUTirtfi  Sparta  SAtarwnfia... 

94.  Alta 33  IJk Sver,  FSH. 

S’  IAN  SKlUY.  2GLTON  •  01204  0331 1  • 

1  1  7.1AHN  oca^IND- 01734  506001 

H  wEsiovra.  sc-joNif.-cycH  •  0120 

97P  A^8pktarZ0T\ak\S9adt,TiO{jfc9(a«riC0_--PXtAi 
981  AKaldMZOTVrfnSpatlt,  Prattofi«LAB&C».cnj9S 
90>Afe1  «I^M*QW.PA&ABS.RMMA!aDTL£lZ99S 
95N  «8el4Bl  JUSNW,  namna  Alarm.  ASS.  PAS-.EI1JBS 

99ft  Alta  14*  1  jG,  Bat*.  ABS.  PAS.  CO.  Nana  axncLEIl  JH 


96*  Alfa  GTV  Luaao,  Raq.  Sunrod.  Air  Cdtffcning  S22J9S 

SSNAitaldSChMdM.ftaiLAirCQKtaatav - C**7® 

94M  A68  IR  U  Vq,  AS*  Red,  Sunroof. - C10J8S 

93K  Alta  16*  ZJ)  Twin  Sperh  Luaao.  Stack— - E7J95 

*JKAfta3STJ,8tai*.>abys.A(arni__J _ _ C<^S 


NP  ARa  W4  Z0  VS  Supar,  Genoa  Blue.  AiC.  6SR— PjOA 
90*  AOiG7YZ0TbtaSperirtmm.UhJtaAES&J2Z«a6 

97  JUta  ISSZOTwfa  Spa*,  MtaSMfWxta - EISJ* 

96*  AKa  16*  Z0  Twin  Sparir  Super,  ABa  Red - £1X496 

KP  AA  TMffZO  Twin  Sperfc,  <Ua  Red - £14J0 


M 


FERRARI 

AUTHORISED 


APPROVED 
USED  CARS 


Lancaster 


COLCHESTER 


88  RO  ROSSO . P.OJL 

BOGTealaroau  RassoiCrsma 

6,5001* . 459,998 

B4L  34*  Spider  RassaCrama 
moomts . £69J»S 

93L  548  Spider  CNero/Crema 

IZQOOirb . £67,995 

93K  348  reCNarttGiay 

ZI.DOOmtfi . £51,995 

90H  348  TS  Rasw/Crams, 

21 ,000  miles . £49,995 

80f  328  GTS  FtessaCiema 

lO.OOOmts . £4SJ95 

91H  Mondial  T  Cab  Rosso/ 
Crema,  le.OOOmte  . .  £39J95 


erran 


Contact  Stove  Cockott 

or  Steve  H-jrn 

01206  855500 

wr»  i'.taS’o!:  a~  r 


WE  V/ ANT  YOUR 
FERRARI  355 
LANCASTERS  ARE  BEST 
BUYERS  FOR  YOUR  FER¬ 
RARI  £2,000,000  to 
spend.  1987-97  CALL 
P.iihard  Srantwoll  0£3 1  791979 


-  SKOAUSBOk  , 

_ _  •  CONTMCT  Hfltt 

PLATINUM : 

■ncoBfflTiHUsaeir 


BMW  840  a  SPORT 

m  tamaMVitat  RAUWU  awon- 
no*  £80488  +  VAT 


^IIOSSS- 

®  £272 B®  £240 


ss£236 


x£269 


I 


—  FUU  — 

x£134 

-  PASSAT  - 

m£2 49 

—WOHDfQ— 

®£2 60 


h 


FOR  HJfORMiTIOt!  A  QUOTES 

TEL:  (0800)  07  33  123 

TH£  CONTRACT  HIRE  AND  LEASING  SPECIALISTS 


Simply 
The  Best 
Deals! 

LOOK  AT  THESE!!! 

FIAT  ONQUECENTO  1.1  SPORTING _ _ _ -05822 

CITROENSAXO  UiX.5  Door.; - 076.74 

VAUXHALL  ASTRA  1.4  EXPRESSION.  5  Door _ £21256 

TOYOTA  COROLLA  13  SPCRTIF.  5  Door _ 4218.88 

FIAT  BRAVA  1.4  SX _ E44J9 

TOYOTA  CARINA  1  Je  SOLAIR,  5  Door _ 058.93 

RENAULT  LAGUNA  1.8  RT  Air  Coo.  Sunroof- _ £27136 

CITROEN  XANT1A  1.8  LX _ _ _ £177.90 

FORD  MONDEQ  L»  LX,  Air  Coo _ 1304.78 

HONDA  ACCORD  2.0  Si - 431330 

VW  GOLF  13, 2  Door  Cabriolet _ £336-82 

AUDI  A3  16  SPORT _ _ _ 1338.72 

ROVER  620  SDL  Sunroof. _ _ _ 434426 

FORD  PROBE  10  Itiv _ I34SS3 

VW  GOLF  18  VR6. 3  Door _ £375.46 

TOYOTA  CAMRY21L  4  Door _ 4376.68 

SAAB  900  2.0  S.  2  Door  Convertible _ £428.67 

ALFA  ROMEO  10 164  SUPER  IUSS0 _ £428.71 

AUDI  AS  18  AUTO _ £78539 

36  MONTHS.  60,000  MILES  WITH  FULL 
MAINTENANCE-  PAY  PLAN  3  +  33 
EVERY  MAKE  AND  MODEL  SUPPLIED  , 
FREE  NATIONAL  DELIVERY! 
SALE  &  LEASEBACK  SPECIALISTS 

Business  Users  Only,  subject  to  slants. 

CWiTRACT 


Evans  Halshaw 


Tel:  0121  717  7333 

Fax:  0121  625  0126  CaMtaC^n^Aice 


SHORT  AND  LONG  TERM  CONTRACT  SPECIALISTS 


r 


<z>r  r>ttc3Fic£  quotco 

BUSINESS  U STL'S  ONLY  -  YOUR  CAR  PURCHASED  FOR  CASH 


ATTENTION!  ^ 

CALI  THE  NO.)  COMAANY  WITH  ALL  THE  DEALS  UNDER  1  ROOF 
•SHORT  TERM  RENTAL  -  CONTRACT  HIKE  -  LEASE - 

16ASE  PURCHASE.  NEW!  PERSONAL  CONTRACTS 


3  Year  Peats 

C*G*nZ06T . S339 

HRZravpeZJfir  .. S29S 
kgoeUMlir  .J3M 
Prwfa ZASXotao  .JEW* 
Hooda  Anerd  I-A  ..JOX9 
BMW  3181 S  Coepe  .4379 

NorttrsMlDS - £219 

tswred  He  lx  JS  mb  mM  Nt  pe 


I  Ytear  Deals 

FtogeetZBiSUT  ..JO 79 
fart  P8  fatal  gafeedo  £595 

fa^ooctce— nadeoas 

Avdi  A41JSE  JE493 
QtataBM  .....  JD7V 

UmntlMta  ...JENS 

Cswita  Mre3  k3S  mb  ataa  HKta 


PeagcQf  306  D  Turbo,  allovs  j/rool  ZTit  - *-••■■■ YOi.X^— — -li 

Cilrocn  ZX/Rcnaulf  Mcqone  F^V^n  JQ?9C  av°llQb,c  ’  P^r  23  da^ 

in  NOW-  New  .hope.  Monde  aJl  at '  ^70  pcr  22  day'l 

Vou«ha!l  Vertra  1.7  IS  x.  Renau!*  i!'01  1*  airton  -  £395  per  2C  day: 

Mondco  ertottf/ XatUia  S  fe™,  2  0  **  ^nspoti,  -  £425  per  73  day: 
Mondco  Chiu  X  ^  h  rcXe/^^^'itDrain3  -  «2S  per  28  days 

l^-Di-ur  n.AJlXSrf."' M 


^  - - -  WIDE  RANGB  FROM  £325  PER  MONTH 

NWL SERVICE  call  for deteOi 
4X4  VEMOE  kZ,-«S2!?  "  “XUS  -  RANGE  ROVER 
■ir  ISIS  call  far  rfetaQs 


Tel:  0190: 


p  Pax:  01902  353150 

hklcs.co.uk 


SATURDAY  APRIL  12 1997 


- ,amm  Tait  the  first  woman  to  join  the  Conse^  WMps'office^talfa  tgAndre^Pierce 

‘I  am  sure  that  I 
entertained  many 
sun  worshippers’ 


TONY  WHITE 


Jaequi  Laif  made  Parliamen¬ 
tary  history  last  year  when 
she  became  the  first  woman 
the  join  the  all-male  bastion 
of  the  Tory  whips  office.  Even 
Margaret  Thatcher,  as  Prime  Min¬ 
ister.  only  stepped  into  the  portals 
with  permission  of  the  Chief  Whip. 

But  with  a  husband,  two  broth¬ 
ers  and  five  nephews,  she  is  used  to 
dealing  with  members  of  the  opp¬ 
osite  sex.  Currently  defending  a 
majority  of  6.600  at  Hastings  & 
Rye.  Mrs  Lait  has  had  plenty  of 
experience  with  truculent  men.  She 
worked  behind  the  bar  at  Strath¬ 
clyde  University  and  specialised  in 
ejecting  drunken  customers. 


STEERING  COLUMN 


What  car  do  you  drive  now. 
and  why? 

A  four-litre  Jaguar  saloon.  My 
mother  drove  Jaguars,  so  1  was 
used  to  them. 

Do  you  like  driving? 

1  love  if.  But  1  am  a  rotten 
passenger  and  cannot  sit  in  the 
back  reading  maps.  I  have  been 
driving  automatics  for  years  now, 
but  often  long  for  a  nice  manual 
gearbox  to  have  fun  with. 


How  did  you  first  team  to  drive?  Mat  is  your  most  hated  cor? 


I  had  driving  lessons  for  my  17th 
birthday  from  my  mother.  The 
driving  school  cars  were  Triumph 
Heralds.  It  is  a  slur  on  cart  horses 
to  say  that  they  drove  like  them. 

What  was  your  first  car? 

A  Mini  Countryman,  which  had  so 
much  mileage  that  when  I  had  it 
serviced,  after  a  6.000-mile  trip  to 
Portugal.  1  was  told  they  never 
expected  to  see  if  again.  I  used  it  for 
years  afterwards. 


Any  boy  racer,  of  any  age.  in  any 
car  who  gets  too  pushy. 

What  is  your  dream  car. ? 

A  new  Jaguar,  but  still  a  saloon.  1 
need  something  that  is  both  fast 
and  comfortable.  When  I’m  travel¬ 
ling.  1  regard  the  car'as  my  home.  It 
has  my  office,  clothes,,  bottles  of 
water  and  serves  as  a  dining  room 
too.  It  is  usually  Uttered  with 
sandwich  packets  and  empty  water 
bottles. 


What  is  your  worst  habit  in 
the  car?’ 

My  husband  informs  me  it  is 
taking  out  a  contact  lens  at  one  set 
of  traffic  lights,  cleaning  it.  popping 
it  buck  in  at  the  next  set  and  so  on. 
What  he  does  not  seem  to  grasp  is 
that  my  eyes  are  not  equally  bad,  so 
they  adjust  over  short  distances. 

What  injuriatesyou  most  about 
other  drivers? 

1  don't  mind  other  motorists.  It  is 
cycle  couriers,  who  either  sit  in  my 
blind  spot  or  trv  to  pass  me  on  the 
inside  after  I  have  signalled  1  am 
turning  left.  Motorcycle  couriers 
are  not  much  better.  Practically  all 
the  scratches  and  dents  on  the  car 
are  a  result  of  couriers  driving  up 
the  wrong  side  of  the  road  towards 
me  sneaking  between  cars  in  non¬ 
existent  spaces. 

What  is  the  mast  unusual  thing 
you  have  done  in  your  car? 

Changing  into  full  evening  rig  in 
the  car  takes  great  skill.  The  last 
time  1  did  a  complete  change  was 
on  the  seafront  in  Porthcawl.  on  a 
blazing  hot  June  Saturday  after  the 
Welsh  Tory  party  conference- 1  am 


sure  that  1  entertained  many  sun 
worshippers  as  I  struggled  to 
change  decorously. 

What  do  you  listen  to  in  the  car? 

Radio  4  for  extended  news,  but 
mainly  Classic  FM.  On  long  jour¬ 
neys.  an  opera  cassette.  1  wish  l  had 


a  radio  which  would  automatically 
change  frequencies. 

Have  you  ever  had  points  on 
your  licence? 

The  last  rime  was  in  the  19b0s.  The 
first  set  was  when  1  was  driving 


first  set  was  wiwu  *  - 1  .. 

with  my  brother  out  of  Glasgow-  to  ,vo«  ^uld  do-. 


watch  a  rugby  international  at 
Murrayfield.  The  second  was  nine 
months  later,  that  time  for  crossing 
a  stop  sign.  Since  then  my  licence 
has  been  clean. 

If  mu  were  Secretary  of  State  for 
Transport,  what  is  the  first  thing 


Bring  the  A32  and  A259  up  to 
modem  standards  without  delay.  It 
would  also  do  much  to  straighten 
our  local  enonomy. 

What  is  your  favourite  car 
advertisement? 


ed  to  see  ir  again.  I  used  it  tor  annwn.|»«»». Welsh  Tory  party  conference.  I  am  neys.a.»ui*.-M— ~  - - - - - - 

Saddle  up  and  ride  off  with  yourwheels 


Families  are  increasingly  taking_ 
their  bikes  by  car  —  but  what's 
the  best  way?  Hilary  Stone  looks 

at  the  cycle  racks  on  the  market 

Bicycles  are  becoming  more  a  lifestyle  accessory,  with 
Z  mountain  bike  in  particular  now  an  mtegral  partof 
family  life.But  the  best  leisure  cycling  is  rarely  done 
within  a  town  or  city,  most  nders  prefer  to  seek  quiet 
roads  or  piS^ue  off-nSd routes  -  which  means  carrying 

**  the  bike  apart  ever. 


m-..’ .  •  ’■*  t  .ajr  ‘v?’  -»•  ■*•/<  Ti  k?  y 


w$sSi 


Sg^HSSS 

one  to  suit  their  needs. 

. ^.-’1  and  can  be  used  with  a  lock. 

\  -  V’  ROOFfiACtvS  ? •  Another  type  supports  each 

1 — - - — bike  by  the  wheels  and  with  a 

■  THE  traditional  solution,  central  support  tube.  These 
with  cycle  fittings.  They  in-  ^  j^d  to  the  bikes  but  are 
crease  fuel  consumption  by  heavier,  more  expensive  and 
between  15  and  25  per  cent,  difficult  to  store.  Pendle 
but  it  is  easy  to  carry  three.  makes  a  great  wheel  support 

sometimes  four,  bikes  and  rack  costing  from  E12D- 

there  are  no  hassles  with  ob-  _  We  recommend  the  renaie 
scured  numberplates  or  (£78j  and  Witter  (£56.99) 
I  lights.  plate-mounted  tow  bar  racks. 

_ _ ikpoa  f\rru*C"  fhfKP 


-  .  .  bike 

■  THE  traditional  solution,  ttn 
with  cycle  fittings.  They  in-  ^ 

crease  fuel  consumption  by  hea 

between  15  and  25  per  cent,  dif 
but  it  is  easy  to  carry  three.  ma 
sometimes  four,  bikes  ana  rac 
there  are  no  hassles  with  ob-  ,  v 

scured  numberplates  or  (E7 

lights.  ,  pla 

There  are  three  types:  those 
to  carry  the  bikes  upside 
down,  clamping  handlebars  L_ 
and  saddles  (not  recommend- 
ed  because  it  stresses  them  in  ■ 
a  way  they  are  not  desinged  bu 
for  and  the  bikes  are  less  sta-  at 
ble);  bicycles  right  way  up  w 
with  front  wheel  removed:  bi 
and  right  way  up  with  a  wheel  n« 
trough  and  support  arm.  a. 
Right  way  up  with  front  wheel  ot 
removed  is  the  choice  of  many 
pro  bike  teams,  bikes  are  b 
quick  to  load /unload.  But  for 
most,  right  way  up  with  a  a 
wheel  trough  is  best.  Do  not  (1 
exceed  the  recommended  n 
maxiumum  weight  limit.  J 

Leading  manufacturers,  b 
such  as  Automaxi  or  Thule,  u 
make  fittings  to  suit  procncti- 
lv  all  cars-  Locks  are  a  worth-  t 
while  extra.  And  don't  forget 
your  extra  height:  many  bite  f 
'are  damaged  by  height-re-  - 
striding  barriers  at  car  parks. 

Mv  favourite  system  com-  i 
nrises  Thule's  best  roof  bars  . 
Mmbined  with  the  Thule  Tour  , 
“de  carrier,  which  is  exap- 
rinnallv  secure  and  kind  lo 
bXcir  and  bike.  Elite  San 
Reini)  (E17.P5  each)  fittings 

St  most  roof  bars  and  are 

The  only  ones  available  for 
front  wheel-out  fitmenL 

m  WILL  carry  two.  three  or 
required,  which 

•S&lJSMS 

1  rw-asssss 

(Pfm1!ftd£?8)are  quick  and 

'  SdS-S 

rks  use  two  support  arms 
racks  use  __  w  llch 

fniVVSnu?opr^emda,n- 
"«d  ^re  hu  ,2PAnaclunent 

flopTfor  fixini  straps  he.p 


■  THE  most  popular  type, 
but  with  many  pitfalls.  Tney 
attach  to  the  boot  or  rear  door 
with  straps  and  carry  the 
bikes  on  two  arms.  The  bikes 
need  padding  to  prevent 
damage.  Because  the  bikes 
obscure  the  numberplate  and 
fights,  most  will  need  a  num¬ 
berplate  lighting  board. 

There  are  several  designs 
thai  mount  the  bikes  up  high 
(Halfords.  Bell  Sport,  Auto- 
maxi.  Rhode  Gear  or  Holly¬ 
wood)  to  avoid  this  problem, 
but,  as  with  roof  racks,  they 
increase  fuel  consumption. 

Cars  with  fibreglass  rear 
boots  or  doors  cannot  use  this 
type  of  rack  and  those  with  all 
glass  rear  doors  need  kits  to 
secure  the  straps  available 
from  Rhode  Gear  and  Auto¬ 
maxi.  The  best  have  six  straps 
and  easily  adjusted  arms  with  | 
a  good  choice  of  posirions.Get 
the  straps  tight,  parncularly 
the  lower  two.  which  should 
be  tightened  after  the  bikes 
are  mounted.  Strap  hooks 
need  lo  be  generously  sited 
and  plastic  coated.  Rhode 
Gear.  Grataer,  Pendle.  Au  o- 
niaxi.  Bell  Sport  and  Holly¬ 
wood  are  recommended. 

|~T~  OTHER  TYPES 

■  FOR  4^4  owners  most  ma¬ 
nufacturers  make  racks  that 
attach  to  the  rear-mounted 
spare  wheel  and  have  arms 
like  the  tow  bar-mounted  ver- 
u  sions.  For  carrying  bikes  on  a 
i  sports  car  bool  lid.  Automaxi 
e  offers  a  two-cycle  earner  that 
e  fits  its  standard  Maxi  Back 
d  Load  system  which,  with  rack 
e  and  cycle  carrier,  costs  E240. 

f  Suppliers  include 

'■  015%  JWWf:  Elite. 0,064  4fjS;J- 
d  ember.  010*85  5!We  Hally 
I  s  wood.  0 IS  1-805  50SS;  Rhode  Gear. 
h  0181-954  7793;  P^dyjfoprirk. 
n-  01125  S50800:  Pendle.  0121k- 

m  oa s  am 

i„  Witter.  01244  341106. 


_ _ ,  r  Poicrtrr  p,,t-  >V|-V  increase  fuel  consumption  —  and  beware  of  low  barricis  at  car  parte  entrants 

Traditional  roof  racks  can  even  be  fitted  to  glamour  cars  aich  as  Poisefafi*sBoxstcr.  B  ttrey  - (  I  ^ 


*>  •- 


■  ANY’  LOAD  attached  to  your  car  must  be 
secured.  The  maximum  all-up  weight  of  the  car  should 

not  be  exceeded.  ,  .  / 

■  THE  biggest  problem  arises  from  r^-m°un,edj^  / 

oaring  fB* and  numberplates:  last  * 

n^e  forees  made  a  special  point  of  cracking  down  on 

SSs.  Ughts  must  be  dearly  visible  from  all^onnal  angles  I 
and  the  numberplate  must  not  be  obscured.  ^ 

afcwhigl^moont  rear  rocks,  it  is  essential  to  use  a  proper  ^ 

lighting  btiariL  ....  j  mim 

■  LIGHTING  kits  are  available  from  Halfords  mid 

"wmlii;  with  modem  cart,  if,  wtse  in  get  them 
professionally  fitted.  0. 


.  ..  ^  .  .>  ■  vj 

Y- 


m  SJ 


"S ... 

•  \  k, 


r.  •*.  -•••  — 1  r  nVi  i  1  mil  . . . 

Tnw  har-raounted  racks  are  quick  and  easy  to 

I  mlmmm  lEHil"1"1™— —■  Wheel  sutmort  racks  can  be-used  when  towing  a  caravan  'oWM™w“  _ 

Easy-t!>u!se  Rhode  Gear  Suttle  strap-mounted  rack _ PP® _ _ - - “  T" 
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SATURDAY  APRIL  12 1997 


CAR  97 


CLASSIC  CARS 


BMW  840 


04.4V8MTEC  r7iacfa 
CfTFSftflh  mdnspokc  sStoys- 
erase  control.  muM  CD. 
dime  control,  cosmos 

yrer  leaihcr  Res 

NorlWm^iOOOONO. 

Td:  01279  445  Ml 
(work). 


MS 

individual 

No.l2of5a  Special  afitioa 
6  speed,  20k,  f/spcc. 

BludGrcy  .£45.000  oco. 

01582607055/ 
0374  963763  _ 


BMW  840  G 


Feb  1995,25,000  ndM, 
Orient  Blue,  boot  mourned 

OnadtCD.abrm.s^y 

leather,  dr  con,  lUojr 
whwfa.  CaraAdbdjr  owner. 

£39,000  or  very  nearest 
ofler.' 


Td:  0181  5404310. 


525SEx 
(4x4)  Saloon 


FOUR  WHEEL 
DRIVE  WANTED 


HONDA  NSX 


convert  91 JT  Marius  blue, 
natural  lihr  ini.  dee  iwod 
«inl  mint**,  BMW  unmob. 
alnn,tfc/L  39k  miles. 
FBMWSH  beautiful 
condkkxi.  £13,750. 


Tel:  01983  840252 


M3 

94M  Avus  Blue 

AmnoadMOtVoDcr 
CD.  trim  &  bomb.  Oc 

24X00  nafc*.  FBMWSH.  - 


Automatic,  CanwiMai 

BBM.  Momnaol  BhM/GW 
leather.  Blue  car  hood.  tuH 
colour,  front  fogs,  armrest. 
CD  surao.  1&000  m*e*. 
FBMWSH. 


£23,000. 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


DBCOWBBTBtoTOWWfflgS 


iipu,  rigor 


1991(H) 

40k,  Red/Black  Ithr. 
immaculaie  condition. 
£33^00  ooo. 

0171 7368589  h/ 
09734318220. 


1993  K.meuKc  blue,  F5H, 
79kmBes. 


£10050 
01787  311292. 


32K  CABRIOLET 

N  Reg,  Boston  Grn.  F  Boib  C 
SJfror  fj  Ithr  InL  FuS  «ood  trwn. 

FJMWAK  24k  m.  M/** 

aapertaon.UriapLPtX.DoJ* 

spoked  *7f  «4K«b.  Top  power 
rado  ossetoe  with  12  [W»  CD.  Lon 
of  extra*  too  me")'  to 

lyres.  Q9J00  Pnwoe  Stte. 

T*  01S27  57*476  or  01 527  404 
7544H). 


3201  COUPE 
Manual  Lreg,  Aug  93, 
20.500  miles.  A 1 
condition,  metallic  Lagoon 
green.  £15.950. 

0171  7023129 
(Mon- Frit 
01992450124 
(w/endLeves). 


1.9  1997.  met  blue,  full 
leather,  alarm,  large  5 
spoke  alloys,  stereo. 
Bilbao,  on  board  computer. 
Full  spec.  £28,000. 
01672  515186  / 
0860899195. 


M3  COUPE 


.  Conan  Bbdc.  1993.  Boot  Spofar. 
Uf  iMder  (boric  M  Tr** 
Bxk  aid  Tcp  Mm  Only  34W0 


73 

400  mine.  Manfty  ■  Cownw 
{Back  meMfc.  beige  Mher.  Z 
Star  Moya,  eranw] peek 

sssaasas 

nape.  craw  hoot  rack. 

MfleUenow. 

£28,500. 

Phone  Newport,  (Swart 
01 633  266867  or 
Homs  01633  244848 


230SL  Sports  1966, 
Met  Daik  Green/  Tan, 
power  steering,  auto, 
new  hood,  new  MoT, 
£13,995. 

01814668188. 


MGA 

ROADSTER 


HAMSE  tower  BBS  V9S  Bp»» 

tSSSggzvfSSSk**®. 


STRATSJONE  HOniCQA. 

OAF  LEGEND  SAL  i5  _ 

SSvo.6T  121W5 

OTP  CIVIC  SDR  LSLS 

AUTO  Green.  IT  £13*0 
W  CIVIC  SDR  L6U5 

AUTO  SDvo.  ST  X129W 
MVCTVICSDR  1J 

VTBCE saner, ST  X1M93 
OVER3>  II5ZD VEHICLES  INSTOCK 
21 MAJSSELL  STREET 
LONDON  El  8AA 
6171 4SS  2881  •  04C8  505  624 


MERC 

300TE 


£24.950. 


1600  Mad:  2.  British  Racing 
Grem/Tan  interior.  £12^95. 
Serious  enquiries  only. 

Td: 

01932855157. 


HYUNDAI 


Est  1991 4  mane  4x4. 
anm  lihr,  all  extras,  ex. 
cood.  peart. 
£16588. 


Crnn2Turt»3Ai 
•91  G«7  ir  ABop.  Lautar.  W)r 

UwW  AC  Bat  SwwooVVJtadowi 

EmT^ta  40J3O0  »«■ 

kanc  OinL  tonzinc  PariwnnA 

AnwrijW*. - 04^95 

BMWM5,«DirnwVtalB. 
write  lenhr  lit  17”  BBS  Aloj*. 
Bgawyaw*.  H«d  ***&; 

AktOA  Swwix*  Ew»^wwJ*gki 

iMjMb.  Ahsobite  U»iprf  .  £i4,“» 

BMW  M3  T3.  War  Y*«.  b* 
Later.  Map.  AC  Sunrod.  Itaar 
Spofcr.Coi™,E«70«n 
bwme.  Anutas  —  £19.W5 

Ratxfiffe  Gate  Motor  Co 
Tek  01623  24184 
,  Or  0973  512803 


SOAKER 

2  Door  Coupe 
25  Twin  Turbo 

14k  mb  from  new-  R«L 

PoDyapripM. 

£28840 

0181 560  8427  (hV 
450  8«8  («). 


ELANS2 

Yellow,  95N,  1 1,000 
miles,  FSH,  I  owner. 
£25300. 
01713794318. 
(private  sale) 


elan  se- 


92J,  nunt  confifion 

fLSH.  33.000  mile*  . 
Poll  hide 

-Scenic  window*.  CD 
MUST  be  seen. 
atsesoM. 

Tel:  81483  730642(h) 
or  0374  946055  (m) 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


Tefa  0121 428 1915  • 
0121 420  2227. 


31253  Coupe 

1992 

Red,  68/J00  mOes,  FSH, 
electric  sunroof. 
OtrectorsCar. 

A1  Condition. 
£11,895  onto, 
am*  01787  461474 
Homo:  01787  237526 


Immediate  delivery, 
metallic  silver,  red 
leathers,  chrome.  Z  star 
alloys  £24,500  ono. 
Td:  01277  631242. 
Mark. 


Tour96N.  14000m. 
Mauritius  Blue,  grey 
leather,  CD,  O/A 
EZA9B0. 


01773880404 


23 

Met  Saver  ted  ltfar.  RHP, 
computer,  A/C,  chrotne 
line,  heated  door  minors, 
big  alloys,  asc  +  traction, 
tracker,  alarmed.  CD. 

£29,950  ono. 
0973122341. 


23  AUTO 


Blade.  beige  leather.  Zwheris. 
heated  door  waren 


11/93.  blue/dark 
beige,  LWB.  16,000 
miles,  FSH,  private 
owned.  Immaculate 
condition.  £19.500. 

0171 2898277. 


£27,750ono. 
Tel.  01737  219955 
or  0181  949  7620 


4.0  SE 


AotA  Scfantwr  46  P  R«d. 
Enm  grm/BtK  mob  laaher 
IntSor.Air  ton.  S/R.  FFfcf  Iwy. 
sde  raaaets,  Bg|e  gowb.  «Hwl 
■ch  proojcmti.  iboep  dUo  over 


M3 


Con  private  plate 
FSH.  35k  m  avus 
blue,  1995  M  immac 
cond  £34.000  ono. 
0181 4552592. 


Z3 

ROADSTER 


Red/Black  Leather. 

Z  Star  Alloys,  Deli my 
miles.  Offers. 


Td:  01457  826561. 


3251 

CONY 

94L  Auto.  Me.  Uk  Hit,  CD, 
aloyi,  kmnac  13k.  6  mth 
wmty. 

OAJ50 

8171421  0988  (W)/ 
8181 941 8632(h). 


nua.  X8W  mm  CTuy.  I— 
ro^fitiofc.  Mndbcman  wtamay. 
01,490  m- 


Teh  0181 90281  £5 
nr  8850752237 


M3  COUPE 

1994,  Avus  blue,  leather 
sports  interior,  AGDl 
Clifford  alarm,  all  extras. 
£26.995. 

Td:  0802  333273  or 
0181  361 3959 


0MM/ 

OWNERS 


COUPHSBlSnE.KORdlCE 

am& 150 

lev  CM  booms  ftr  BMW  Cm 

01179294971 

Office  Hows 
MamaC  hUprf/wwwJdihXtw* 


||  Hill  House 

y  Hammond 


316i  Coupe. 

Amo,  1995  N  re*. 
Metallk  black,  gtay  tanker. 
ESR,  EW.aUoys,  CD,  ABS. 

1  tadyowmx. 
Imnmoufc 
25X100  nib,  FBMWSH. 
—  £4W50-- - 


■  noiij-Bcrce 


.  ,o«iihi  •  t :  r  o  "  y  -  *  ' '  i'  : '  ■ 


BMW  Z3 

NOW  AVAILABLE  for  HIRE 


3  DAY  WEEKEND  HIRE  ON1Y  E650+VAT 


INCLUDES  CO.V.»RcH£NSiVC  iN5U?ANCs 
7  CAY  WEEKLY  HIR5  ONLY  Z*7i-  '.'AT 
SUBJECT  TO  BESFOKSS  ?UL'.  TERMS  i  CONCITiONJ 

CALL  JENNY  or  LISA:  0181  42  1  8636  1“ 


Toortnfl  iflBO  F.  DarkOBw,  i 
own,  malai*  eondtoa a* 
uaual  eodnn  +  mow,  FSH,  Ul 
MoT.4new0raB  +  mhauaL 
£7,750. 


01377  270726 
Home  /  01 377 
253304  Wk 


M3 

CONV. 

95M.  Daytora  violet,  i/c. 


win  a/bip.  CD  nda 
gney  tthr,  arm  rest. 


FBMWSH.  33k- 
£35,000 
0140  271216. 


OVERFINCH 
570  Ti 
(320  BHP) 

91  ELBoJagi  Brick  t  Saddle 


leather.  Foil  Vogue  SE  qxc. 
39,000  ante*.  FSH 
CMN. 


0171 25 15100  at  234 iWkj 
0374  435783  (M> 


VOGHESE 

J  beluga  Made  S/steps, 
low  bar  CD  sude  FSH 
immaculate  but  78k  no 
bramerat 
£12^50. 


BMW  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


BMW  AUTHORISED  DEALERS  (NOW  ON-LINE) 


For  an  Approved  Used  Car  brochure  and  details  of  your  nea-est  dealer  call  0800  325600  or  E-Mail  via  the  BMW  UK  Web  site  http-J/www.bmw.co.uk 

OMIY  mOM  PMW «J»CT6tDCC*tIKa«T.  AaiHTWiq  VttXl.Ara  bUtNKI'W _  _ _ 


Approved 

Used 

Cars. 


95M  840d,  Manual,  dec  seats,  j/c 
twin  at  bags.  6K  ...  .£39,995 

9GP  7401,  Aspen.  TV  .  phone,  traffic  master  £48,995 
94M  7401,  Sorrenlo.  comJon  seats  &  memory 

a<'c  .  XSOflM 

S4M  74CH,  Orford.  corriort  seats  &  memory, 

ate . “9-8* 

96P  5354,  Oxford,  Hi  spec  . E34.995 

96N  528ASE,  Odonl  Hi  spec . X354W5 

819  Wolverhampton  Rd,  Warley 


L8C  Croydon 


0121  552  2825 

or  dial  07000  RYDALE 


Cotswold 


w 

This  Weekend 


OVER  100  CARS  AVAILABLE 


375-401  BRIGHTON  ROAD.  SOUTH  CROYDON,  SURREY 

0181  288  7777 


Can’t  find  the 
BMW  you  are 
looking  for? 


IAN  ANTHONY 


We  canards  tM  ti04  prfca  not 
WriianudrabMl  xonniwUi 
«Mty  at  op  onriy  m  bmw  am 

.  atammUfam  itianwi  ■ 

Snows  © 

(01705)753870 


mm 


7  DAYS  01892  548377 
24  HRS  0836  363005 


95N  8401  Oxford  Green,  X -Spokes.  12K _ _ JC42^95 

96P  7401L  Oxtord  Green.  4K  . . £»^95 

96P  728i  Biarritz  Blue.  MS  Alloys,  Ex-Demo  ._._£35^95 

94M  5305  Auto  Cosmas/Leather,  35K _ _ £22^95 

93L  5301  Auto  Brilliant  Red,  A/C.  F/Coi.  45K ...._£18^95 
96P  5281  ASE  Arctic  Silver.  Spoke  Allays,  12K  .£32^95 

95N  5251  ASE  Sorrento.  A/C.  AHoys,  25K _ J21,ft95 

94M  5251  Sport  Brilliant  Red,  Sport,  56K . . El  7,495 

91H  5251  Auto  Black.  Schrotzer/Lealher.  56K  ...£12^99 

9514  5201  Sorrento  Blue.  A/C.  1SK _ .£19,995 

93L  518i  SE  Brilliant  Red.  Alloys.  ESR,  53K  ._.£1 1,995 

94M  M3  Conv  Daytona  '/ioiel/Lealher.  40K _ „X32^95 

94L  M3  epe  Arctic  Silver.  ESR,  ADoys,  26K  „_£27^95 

95N  3281  Tour  Boston  Green.  F/Col.  20K. _ £24.935 

92K  3251  Auto  Alpine.  ESR.  AHoys,  19K . JM5.995 

96N  3201  Tour  Madeira  Violet,  R/Rails,  iax  PM.aas 
96N  3181  S  epe  Arctic  Silver,  ESR,  F/Col,  22K  .Jl1S^95 

96P  318  TDS  SE  Arctic  Sitver.  ESR.  Alloys _ £18^95 

95N  3161  Cpe  Jet  Black.  ESR.  AHoys,  12K„ _ £17^95 

95N  3161  Comp  SE  Violet  Red,  ESR.  14K _ £14,095 

Over  45  Used  Cars  Available 


Tewkesbury  Road,  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire 

Telephone:  01242  578838 


Open  7  days  o  week  Sunday  10.003m  -  4,00pm 


UPYAttnN 


TCK-Dlranc  tor  4  ccmptvtp  lut  e-,  (», 

0181-444  1111  s.^ZT^ 

■  WftVEMOVEQ  TO:  82.32  CflEiT  NORTH  ROAD.  UCND0N  Ni 


■  —  •  • .  -  f-.-i-  — - 

iI^02SC2Si 


I 

I 


t*r 


CAR  37 


SPARE  PARTS 

r#5 


CAR  MART:  YOUR  GUIDE  TO  WHAT’S  NEW.  AND  WHAT’S  USED.  ON  THE  FORECOURTS 


To  Scotland  in  a  weatherproof  castle 


■  WITH  modem 
tyres  giving  motor¬ 
ists  ever-increasing 
mileage,  manufac¬ 
turers  need  to  offer 
something  dse  to 
attract  customers  in 
a  htghJy-cnmperirive 

sector  of  the  market.  Avon  Tyres 
have  come  up  with  the  CR322. 
wh/ch  premises  more  miles  per 
gallon  on  a  wide  spectrum  of 
mid-range  cars. 

Fuel  savings  of  up  to  5  per  cent 
come  from  lower  rolling  resis¬ 
tance  on  the  road,  achieved  by 
lightweight  build  and  reduced 
deformation  combined  with  im¬ 
proved  tread  construction;  as 
well  as  offering  improved  wet 
grip,  the  tread  has  also  been 
computer-analysed  to  identify 
patterns  thai  produce  less  noise. 
Avon  claims  an  environmental 
bonus  by  using  advanced  pro¬ 
duction  techniques  that  have 
eliminated  the  use  of  traditional 
hydrocarbon  soivenrs. 

The  tyres  are  available  in 
more  than  20  sizes. 

v  L  * 

■  THE  busiest  time 
in  Ute  used  car  mar¬ 
ket  is  fast  approach¬ 
ing.  and  latest  research  shows 
that  the  average  price  paid  for  a 
privately  bought  secondhand 
car  has  gone  from  E3.900  to 
£4,200  in  the  past  year. 

The  research  was  done  by 
Equifax-HPl,  the  company  that 
can  check  the  status  of  any  used 
car  and  will  report,  among  other 
things,  whether  it  has  been 
stolen,  has  finance  owing  on  it 
or  has  been  written  Dff. 

Tony  Worthy,  managing  di¬ 
rector,  says:  “This  is  a  big 
increase  compared  to  inflation. 
We  believe  there  are  two  rea¬ 
sons.  First  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  disposable  income. 
Second,  the  'nearly  new’  bug  has 
caught  on  fast  as  people  realise 
they  can  get  more  for  their 
money  by  buying  used. 

“But  the  increase  rings  warn¬ 
ing  bells.  For  example,  we  have 
nearly  six  million  vehicles  sub¬ 
ject  to  outstanding  finance  on 
our  database  and  in  January 
one  in  eight  cars  checked  were 
recorded  there." 

HPI  hotline :  01722  422  422 


USED  CAR  BRIEF 


Robert  Richardson 


shelters  in  Volvo’s  V90 


No  cruising  along  some  sun- 
soaked  comiche  for  an  hour 
or  so  on  silken  tarmac  for 
th/s  test,  but  950  miles,  starting  and 
finishing  in  East  London  traffic  with 
copious  motorway,  Edinburgh,  the 
Lake  District  (including  Shap)  and 
assorted  country  roads  in  between. 

And.  for  much  of  the  time.  Gothic 
weather  serious  wind  and  rainfall 
that  would  have  done  wonders  for 
shares  in  Noah  and  Suns  (Arks  R  Us) 
pic.  Throughout  it  all.  the  cabin  of  the 
V9U  (until  recently  called  the  yf>Q) 
estate  was  indifferenu  solid  as  a  castle 
on  wheels,  effortless  and  smooth. 

Part  of  the  marque's  legend  is  that 
it  is  not  exciting;  true,  but  we  felt 
incredibly  secure.  The  V90  is  com  fort- 
able  enough  to  drive  for  hours  and 
emerge  from  the  front  seat  without 
terminal  stiffness  and  offers  the 
advantages  of  size  without  its  draw¬ 
backs.  With  rear-wheel  drive,  the 
turning  lock  is  amazing,  the  car 
seeming  almost  to  glide  sideways. 

1  was  changing  .gear  on  the  rev 
counter  rather  than  the  speedometer. 
You  can  move  up  quickly,  going  inio 
fifth  at  around  5Umph.  when  the 
engine  still  feels  comfortable  at 
between  2.000  and  3.00Urpm.  reduc¬ 
ing  fuel  consumption.  Volvo  has 
official  figures  of  course,  but  my 
experience  on  a  wide  variety  of  road 
and  traffic  conditions  over  a  week 
worked  but  at  about  10  miles  for  El 
(an  unusual  measurement  system. 
perhaps,  but  you  get  the  point). 

The  target  market  for  the  V90  is  my 


ROAD  TEST 


■  THE  Space  Wagon  from  Mit¬ 
subishi  is  all  too  often  overlooked 
amid  the  flood  of  new  people-carrier 
style  cars  such  as  the  Ford  Galaxy 
that  have  recently  arrived  on  the 
scene,  writes  Vaughan  Freeman. 

The  Space  Wagon  is  a  cheap 
seven -sea  fer.  reports  CAP  Black 
Book,  but  one  that  suffers  from 
being  sorely  under-publidsed. 

For  those  who  have  stumbled  on 
the  secret,  this  is  acar  as  tough  as  its 
four-wheel  drive  Shogun  cousin, 
that  can  accommodate  just  as  many 


Volvo  V90:  never  mind  the  excitement,  feel  the  sense  of  security 


generation  —  pul  a  man  on  the 
Moun,  cant  program  the  video  — 
apparently  so  we  can  take  the 
grandchildren  out.  The  loading  area 
is  ample  far  assorted  bikes  and  there 
is  a  cage  guard  that  folds  down  from 
the  awr  for  the  dogs  or  recalcitrant 
infant;  the  built-in  child's  seat  in  the 
back  allows  junior  to  sit  high  enough 
up  to  see  and  not  get  bored. 

On  the  down  side,  pedals  were  a 
little  close  together,  leading  me  to 
operate  accelerator  and  brake  simulta¬ 
neously  occasionally,  and  a  warning 
signal  should  you  get  out  having  left 
the  lights  on  would  be  useful,  but  this 
is  carping.  The  V90  is  rugged,  with 
enough  refinement  far  motoring  that, 
if  not  sophisticated,  is  perfectly  civi¬ 
lised.  If  you  want  to  give  the  grand¬ 
children  some  excitement,  take  them 
to  the  movies;  if  you  want  them  to  be 
safe,  ride  to  the  cinema  in  this  car. 


FORECOURT 


passengers,  costs  a  substantial 
amount  less  and  keeps  its  value. 

Best  buy  is  the  1.8-litre  GLX  petrol 
and  any  of  the  diesels.  Expect  to  pay 
£12,^35  for  a  1995  M-reg  20  litre 
GLXTD  with  average  mileage. 

The  Space  Wagon  has  been 
around  since  1984  and  is  a  genuine 
people-carrier  that  has  lived  for  mo 
long  in  the  shadow  of  the  Renault 
Espace.  High  mileage  cars  and  tatty 


The  word  “barge",  which  is  so 
often  pejoratively  attached  to 
the  term  "executive”  is  no 
longer  applicable  to  this  car.  writes 
Alan  Copps.  Perhaps  Ihe  most 
surprising  thing  about  the  V90  is  its 
handling. 

Volvo  has  invested  vast  sums  in 
recent  years  adding  a  sporty  edge  to 
its  “safety-conscious  load  lugging" 
image  in  an  attempt  to  attract 
younger  buyers.  But  somehow  the 
top-of-lh e-range,  leather  and  wood- 
finished  estate  is  the  last  place  you’d 
expect  that  switch  to  be  apparent 
That  the  car  handles  and  rides  as 
well  as  it  does  shows  how  thorough 
Volvo  has  been  in  applying  the 
lessons  learnt  in  touring  car  racing  to 
thiis  executive  flagship. 

Stiffer  anti-roll  bars  at  the  from 
and  a  redesigned  multilink  axle  at 
the  rear,  together  with  improved 


models  from  the  mid-Eighries 
should  be  avoided.  Watch  out  for 
blue  exhaust  smoke,  oil  leaks  from 
the  engine  and  noisy  pumps. 

■  THE  Audi  100  Avant  ((991-1995) 
is  capacious,  economical  to  run  and 
features  a  long-lasting  galvanised 
body.  Unfortunately,  because  of 
Audios  increasing  image  as  one  of 
the  more  affluent  cars  on  the  road,  it 
is  also  expensive  to  buy.  not  very 
rapid  and  quite  rare. 

Because  of  its  image  and  impres- 


VOLVO  V90GLE 


Engine:  Six-cylinder.  24- 
valve  2-5-litre  giving  170bhp 
at  5.700rpm  or  3-litre  giving 
204-bhp  at  h.OOOrpm. 
Transmission;  Five-speed 
manual  or  four-speed 
automatic. 

Performance:  CK>2mph  in 
9.7  Seconds  (9.1  for  3-litre). 

Max  speed  I30mph. 

Economy:  Urban  I8.2mpg. 
extra  urban  34.4mpg.  combined 
25.9mpg.  (Executive  3-iirre 
model  16-hmpg,  32.Smpg 
and  23.9mpg). 

Equipment:  Power  steering, 
anti-lock  brakes,  side  airbags. 
Price;  E22.45Q-E31.500. 


power  steering  give  the  driver  much 
greater  “feel"  for  the  road. 

!'d  never  understood  why  the  big 
Volvo  estate  was  such  a  popular 
vehicle  for  the  suburban  school  run 
before.  It  may  look  a  bit  unwieldly. 
but  in  town  the  steering  is  a  pleasant 
surprise.  With  just  3.5  turns  locfc-to- 
lock.  it  has  a  turning  aide  of  9.7 
metres  and  the  car  manouvres  as 
neatly  as  many  smaller  hatchbacks. 
This  agility,  together  with  the  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  safety,  suggests  that 
Volvo's  corner  of  the  school-run 
market  will  not  suffer  from  its  change 
of  image.  In  fact  the  900-series 
commands  one  of  the  highest  rates  of 
owner  loyalty  of  any  large  car. 

There  is  only  one  major  problem, 
for  such  a  large  car,  the  space  around 
the  pedals  seems  extraordinarily 
smalL  surely  something  which 
Volvo's  engineers  could  solve? 


sive  load-carrying  capacity,  this  is  a 
car  much  favoured  in  estate  form  by 
the  ski  set  But  it  is  just  as  practical 
for  earring  large  numbers  of  child¬ 
ren  around  and  has  a  good  reput¬ 
ation  for  safety.  The  only  drawback 
is  that  it  can  be  a  bit  thirsty  if 
restricted  to  town  driving.  , 

Low  mileage  recent  models  in 
good  condition  do  best.  Best  buy  is 
the  1993  2.6  E  automatic,  which  sells 
for  around  £13.500.  Cars  to  avoid 
are  any  with  above  average  mileage 
and  the  2-titre  automatic. 


VAUXHALLVECTRA 

VauxhaD  spam  £800m3Kon  revamping  Sts  tried  and  trusted  Cavalier  then 
dumped  the  old  name  in  favour  of  its  Euro-tag  Vectra.  Introduced  two 
years  ago,  the  car  received  only  a  luke-warm  reception  initially,  despite 
its  fancy  mirrors.  Critics  said  It  was  not  Afferent  enough,  although  It  is 
effectively  a  brand  new  car.  Engines  include  1.7  and  2 -litre  diesels,  plus 
1.6, 1.8  and  2-titre  petrols,  and  2.5-litre  V6.  Vectra  is  available  as  a 
four-door  saloon,  five-door  hash,  and  estate. 


GOOD  NEWS: 

The  Vectra  is  backed 
by  a  hugs  dealership 
network,  there  are 
plenty  around  and  in 
its  two  years  on  the  road  the  car 
has  won  over  many  earty  critics, 
and  is  now  a  firm  favourite  with 
the  toughest  critics  of  aB.  the  high 
mileage  company  car  driver's. 
Roomier  than  the  CavaHer,  wefl 
equipped  and  wefl  built,  and 
quieter  too  than  the  Cavalier. 


LOOK  FOR: 

Vectras  fitted  with  foe 


AWA  BAD  NEWS: 

Early  cars,  designed  . 
Wwfm  with  an  eye  to  the 
German  market. 
■■■  suffered  from  seats 
that;  to  UK  bottoms,  ware  deemed 
loo  hart  and  hove  since  been 
changed.  Early  cars  also  had  no 
height  adjust  to  the  steering 
wheel,  though  dashboard  a  vast 
improvement  on  file  Cavalier. 

AVOID: 

Base  model  cars 
such  as  the  Envoy. 
Instead  seek  out  LS 
specification  models 


mom  modem  ECOTEC  with  sunroof  and  electric  front 


engines  are  the  ones 
to  go  lor  rather  than 
the  i.b  eight-valve  that  came  from 
the  Astra.  Best  option  is  probably 
the  2- litre  I34bhp  ECOTEC, 
though  for  optimum  power  there  is 
a  2.5 -litre  VS  giving  I68bhp. 


windows,  or  COX  tor  real 
indulgence  with  twin  airbags,  air 


condition 

windows 


I  and  electric 
round. 


tptirmmpoww  there  Is 

SWK&.  las zsvSod 

444 7771  on  a  1995 
VHHV  N-reg  2-ihre  Vauxhall 
SAFETY-  Vectra  tive-door  hatchback  costs 

With  Ihe  Vectra,  ihe  a  55-year^ld  professimaJ  male. 

Cavalier's  safety  levels,  fitting  m  Winchester  wflh  tufi  no 


rated  as  average  by  deums  bonus  E22B  a  year  ftifly 
the  Department  of  comprehensive.  A  slmflar  female 
Transport  moved  on  with  the  pays  £223.  A  22-year-old  male, 
addition  ot  anti-lock  brakes  as  wm  one  year  no  etaJmsIhting  in 
standard  across  the  range,  whfle  south  London  pays  £1,360.  and  a 
the  range-topping  CDX  gets  dual  similar  female  pays  El  ,099. 

PRICE: 

Expect  to  pay 
£10,000  for  a  1995 
N-reg  1.64ttra  Svahre 
_  _  Envoy  five  door; 

tarittLTncfcjda  VA7V  *10.250  for  a  1.741m*  turbo  diesel 

catalytic  converter 
£225;  front  brakepads  (pair?  £25;  W 

“W  dm  iis!S«>ht^SSreW 

headtamp  E120.  GLS  four  door  and  £17,000  for  a 

1995  N-reg  2.5-Utre  VB  CDX  tour 
OVERALL:  -  ■  -  door  automatic. 

The  Vectra  benefits  from  drawing  on  its  bigger  brothers, 
such  as  the  Otnega.  Despite  early  misgittings,  the  Vectra 
daarty  offers  more  equipment,  more  room, better  safety 
.  and  some  improved  engines  compered  to  the  Cavalier. 

Not  a  wildly  exciting  car,  but  one  that  is  supremely  able  and  it  has  got  _ 
those  mirrors.  ... 


REPLACEMENT 
PARTS: 

{prices  Include  VAT]: 
Full  exhaust  £250; 
catalytic  converter 
£225;  front  brakepads  (pair)  £25; 
alternator  (exchange)  £250; 

:  headlamp  £120. 


MERCEDES 


HIRE  ME!  from  only  £150  day 


300  E 


24V.  K  Registrant®.  While  with 
blue  leather.  An  romfoiotHng. . 
sporatiae  MispettMuii.glwte 
illoy  wheels.  rear  head  and 
antral  arm  rests,  watmn  dash, 
leather  steering  ®beel.  CD. 
cirrflna  oMKhnon.  £16,49$. 

Cal:  01446  760778  or 
mobile  0431  533443. 


*jdutoma/nia 


CAR  CLUB  8  SELF-DRIVE  MRE 

and  rfefa*  telephone:  07000  280280 


MERCEDES 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


;  -V,  '• 


MMEarto.  1 M.  9*.  Qarewl  __ 
AVrytKteWcuusfl  -  tu  na 
5WSa  ado.  -90*  8SL  lid  Uuo  l 
atm  htta.  at  dec  ire.  A/d  £16450 
Ekfpece  220  CE  ado. 'S4M.  ail 

electrics.  i0» - E1MQQ 

Alt  rahUR  (no  prestige 
cnmpaaiei  with  ateska  textaty. 

Peter  Brown  Group 
01473250241  b  nays 

or  FiMBtionB 

OSOO 000676 mies/rnknOs 


190  E  Ms,  1989, 1  owner,  FSH, 
Elec  wind  e  roof.  ImralnW 
cr: 7*5-  Tot  01903  77B63Q- 


300CE  UV,  Signal  rod,  charcoal 
clntb,  cloc  i/r&  window*.  Arm  A 
rtu.79Kiate.VSH.  £13,150  mu. 
Tmt  01899  879  504- _ 


J00  CE  Abto  91  Bhao/Blaek  onMLM 
hide  54k  lavas  FSH  £18*50. 
Thli  0181  44B  8199. 

C38  9GM  Abu  UTMacfc  billin'  a/C 
UU  sAt/a  37k  CD  £35*00 
0181  3080464/0831 486876 1 

MO  SL  Amo,  1988P.S4JXO  uUa. 
Out:  Bins  Mai.  Mushroom 
lanhsr,  laid  and  tsft  tajs, 
aim  Pull  Sartlca  History.  1 
yaar  warranty,  1  n  RAC 


Specialists  in 
Mercedes-Benz 
Service,  Repairs  & 
Automatic  Gearboxes 
® 

0181  795 1055 

Wembley.  Middesex 
[Mmrixs^mzBKBoaas 


30OSL  Spore*.  18,000  mUaa.  FSH,  I 
1  iroisaia  While  f  llail  laalhai,  | 
AB8,  roar  aans.  crnlae,  otigtanl  : 
8  hunac  £25.750.  Fin  A  Pa  pom 
.  01303  417300 /P8d0B480fo« 
BOOSt-  911  Peart  CrovtiXaek 
lea  Item.  low  alliaa,  fan  opoe. 
B4S*96.  0410  078198.T 
£200  an  to  Hum.  199411, 
Min  Mamma  M.  1  owner, 
47000  bBm  £19.495.  01428 
503121  /  0802  222101.  T 


E300D 


COHPftBEHSIVE  BtSURAMCE 

EBUM  £170 

Lorn  Cost  Sdumes  tor  Hatotes 

0345  123111 

Alt  Gafts  Charged  af  Local  Rate 

tnuwnet  htRr/MwwJihKcoa* 


r  SLK230  " 

f  E220  ^ 

Viviuilta  pern,  fill  spec, 

1  hreiaateeAa«o1594L(My 
|  KDOOpromnlroRfiSH. 

leather,  sir  coo. 

f  5fcT/Btodfd«fc.VW.ESR.8Mr 

Only  250  miles  -  aval  now! 
SereAle  offers  owar  £41 K. 

8  i6ayvrw»i  nrtap-RHH 

1  £19300 

Tel  0831  322371/ 

|  No  offers! 

01284  700339(P)  A 

^  0181  861 0630  ErcVw'snib  ^ 

Elegance.  "Ruby  red.  Feb'96. 
.  Arrcan.SunrooE. 

I  owner.  I  Ok. 

10  CD,  immaculate. 
£29,754 

Td.  01509  890261 


E280 

AVANTGARDE  97P 

Amazon  Green,  htock  laMher, 

CO,  afc,  glass  root,  el  aL  7.000 

mtos. 

£39,000 

01451  810400  (O) 
01608  658648  (H) 
0850  975245  (M) 


C280 

Sport.  95N,  Blue  Black 
met,  30K.  I7in  Momos, 
rear  spoiler,  CD,  spents 
exhaust  MagnificenL 
S2AJK». 

01782  555413 


500  SEL 

Auto 

33K35jOOO  mites.  Back, 
toadwr  kitonar,  Ul  apae,  aBoy 
wheels,  0  disc  CD.  riadnes, 
A/C.  sunocf.  FWSH. 
mtcalom  conrttion 

mooo 

01932  866683 
01932  864126 


,.■* Ai"  • ...  .a1:  • 


:  :  .'■»  7  ,  T,‘ .  •  '***'.  •  .  V. 

UimMM 


‘  W.  ll»  Pont  SaW 
1  jn  ttaaBW-HR 
Lfc  Cta*  WH*  _ 

Uv  fer  cat  RfioB  HFS  8WB 
lisCSnafc  VUtSSstt' 
B.LDuCSBBkW^.HFSyW 

LwDiwfc.nw*5*a 
Iff  Cfcsfc.fte* 
tavCWe  nrastBidB 
tuOmfeRMtSiwies 

wMimlfoV 

up  (.pi  S  teles 
PO'A'  UaLLM  tone. 8 EDS 
fcmfcUM  'to  tea1 _ 


tn  Efijfii 
53T  mm 

in  ca.ai 
z3i  tasi 
n  asm 
«T  05.S9 
tn  05,  BE 
JIT  EEAB 
19M5MR 
227  06,  M 
in  £57  JOB 
3ZT  MA6 

an  mm 

n  15I5N 
28T  cam 
in  a^i 

m  £3M9 


flH  SmWK  lla  Ltt.tom.EFSC  -ww 
S213IK£X  Ma  Ltt.tom.S«ontu 
99  ZJBCE'i  Signal  red  UtaBMrs » more 
9UIE2a COVET  totahtts  •me 
961  oaCURKUTT  tifet  Uhl  EOS.  *  mere 

9*  E22BCMMHT  taaft  tiei  *  im 
ITS  BBT  Sd.UkCWe'UtiSlff-.-WnBHP' 
373  EXT  IfeilBu  tom. ■Soph StweBf 

97S  EMBUnamiT  IfeUar.IttBtt  AMGdm 
9V  ESS  MHTBMEE  T  lla  Iff  to  m. « 

SGH  QVCUSSTBTOET  W  7JM5flSlw 
941  EZSIT'A'  I  rapid  i«)  lOna  teNew' 

906  3BE2WT  EFSaT  tomSponfas  ASBtww 
53  ae2WT  U0  LAG  SetftTtoodntl 
97t  tm  STOflT  T  ua  Lff  tom,  ns  I  acne 
968  OBI  BflWMt  EST  AaWStfflHh' 


I7T{»£9 
El  t »St 
36T  S2U5D 
TZT  OIM 

warn 

SI  09509 

iff  mm 

n  ma 

4T  tuja 
7i  mm 
n  naja 
in  mm 

43T  07  951 
57T  Qua 
IT  EP.OJL 

tor  waa 


TEL  10117)  5b6  9331 , 
EVES:  (03S5I WSJ57 
7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
24  HOURS  A  DAY 


SQH  420  KBC.  Mnasam  Bod.  tesnsscs  gH  ELtekttOOite.M.UamwUWMe 
UteHtaCsoWmg  tHMS  R«o  EMO.anoW.Cl)  Aaof»  MM 

ssp  sasa,  moo  itesa.  Stew.  Gwt  isnaisr.  ml  ajmSstatekCroUssisiRlSBaj, 
Onus.  n°a«9  torn.  CtiPWro.»M*oAfcT> 

49ssta«Bart  t«*»  wx»taw«0iia,ltaiiw 

cat  aoo  si  mu  miiiasrt-  bw  u«ro>».  sot.  co.  owm  nws 

UdklMMMlteteABat  fM  8Ltek<kmBka.mtS Lsrow.CIi. 
SoAi.COIteW.MiAn  CsfflBS  QB9sSinM.Alor).EkcSsBa»Ua*5 

OL  joe BL2A1  Rad. isustiraroi uaw  tetl  kBnteUtemwLiaa.aMa 
AIBW.aCoro.ElKSsoo.CO  WM  BnaSoro9MntoMow.cn  WM 

MH&rowrroi.'lMttiwwo  aat  auroAMtoifcB.&srite’.tamro 
LottMcAMI  5wfa.  HOT-  CD  OOSSS  Boa  SsTO  9  Msto  Aasft.  CO  nwas 


-  p^«r  liiir-nrt^ 

®  Tel:  0161  273  8123 

Hotsteflaisi  Ow  of  Hoara:  0468 505683 


A  Sying  Company 


mo  94  If  ojRlrils  CUB  nfnMiaSsta 
5«Td  anto  slln  anti  lUd  coni 
27k  £25495  fllBl  7671422  t 

93/L  B220T  Adis  Silver;  JUr  C 'an; 
WSaar;  8  Hoik  Hum  01583 
78*311.  Sub  0 976  739018. 


96  E3B  Estate  SOvro/Biock 
Htdo.Tctel  Spoc  .  . .  £49,995 
P  CL420  Aquanwtrw 
BruVrso  Ton*  HrAa.  Aitoya. 
AMG  Scwpanamn  CP.O-A. 
96  E330C  Aaafeo  BtealCwsRi 
HUo.  Fue  AMG  Bodytoc  A 
Suaponaton . £39,995 

01274  494122 


s,  ihf,  lea,  i  twiw . 

CXIASS 

•  - 

fce7c.ff9.tftl.  . . 

naLatt^.tia  . 

. 

imaLtfti  .•■” . 

ortmU.ths.iW . 

art  met  S  spaati  — 

tom*  urn.  est 

.MthM  . 

net.  ah  con.  10>  rtofi  .  ■  ■ 

E-CLASS 

J2ya.  duett  hfttjfiig  •  • 

SfASi-.::::  : 

.afcsttLNs . 

roaurh  .  .  .  ...  . 


MBlt.tftl 


.JITEUUBS  1 

sar  nwas 
..STC2U05 
. .  JT  E2&595 
.17TE213B5 
ITT  £23,595 
.  nT  *28585 
7T  £27395 
t.ATOOmS 

.  40TC1M9S 

.  .131 00*85 
.JSTOM9S 

.  J0TC20JM6 

.  14TD1.S96 
..3TOW» 
10TO3AB5 
.  JOT  OM95 
,.t07£35J96 
..4101^ 

.  .13TOW95 
.ETOL995 

.25108^95 
..16T  £39385 
J2T  £57^85 
..BTES5J9BS 
JOT  £39^85 


up  n#0  Eaprit  Auto  Grew  bteci.  ob. 

wm Sganro Auto Aatffa  aev dolt  mtsc- 
^OMtAukiSAw.btacfLffXft.w.sAa- . 

Hi  C220  Sport  AidO  FW*\  «a  hV. - - 

HP  ryw  Koam  Sport  Rffly.  aa.  aw,  tot  IT  AMG . 

HP  C2fl0  Bsg  Auto  Gf»«n  1*.  lade.  ad*.  ctm 


gro^nkte.  ab.#i  alloys,  trskfc. 

itidL  note.  ffn.  etotm,  9i  ca... 


KB  SS00Cotff»WWM«*“fcW4W— 
ggOQ  Lino  Bhjfi  httii.  Iso  !on»  tnde  — - - 


_7TQ3,CS 
— 5T  £26,495  | 
_ST 0**195  | 
_  ITT  04,995 

—  710^995 
..10T  01^95 

..a3TES« 
_ma7« 1 

.JflTOWBS  , 
-33TC1W9S 
-JIT  otpas  \ 
— 4TC2&995 
_  1 77  £30985  , 
_..£T  E34S9S 
__5T  ROA.  1 

...«T  HM85  I 

_4TKSa» 

_7TIS9fl9fi 

-  Ill  £57,995  , 
-35109*95  ! 
_7TB&895 
....4T  09*9* 
-.3TOTW9S  , 
..  .71  04*95 
— 3T£M*9S 
_^3T  £84*95 
.JOT  04*95 


:1*  Ante  astelM.  t)u»ttkt  body  38103*95  [  \  ~  "  C^LASS 

C-CLASS  I  1  WEN  C200TBBsEstllMAZDttBt*».itVSht«k 


94M  C1N  Balnea  Arid  R«t  as.  Sfclftt  . 1ST  £19*95 

ten  C200Dagaoa> AvtomM.hsta.  irakiya.U  .  ..15TQ898S 

9GP  C200T  Sport  (ML  afe  tat,  eW . 1IT£27*K 

9GP  C220D Ctasaic met. ai. da . 13TE2099S 

96P  C25DD  Biwnce  AffomM.  asr,  aw.  itst .  ST  04*95 

9BP  C2SOTDHBgmeaABtoaiet.09t.ato.iftl . 9T  127*95 

94L  200TE  Auto  meL  esr.  as.  7  taaft.  akiys,  rat  .  .48109*95 
95N  E2M  Avartgante  met.  hide,  ar,  as,  hte.  tfat . ..  .  ST  129*95 

S3L  E2»  Coup*  Auto  hrte.flDj3.ost.iia . «T  £24*95 

MM  E220TAflo mff.Ba.es. 7 saalfciftl . .19T£25*9$ 

KN  E23D Etogaoe* Affd mat Mdh.  3  Ar.-aft,  i&t  ..J07£32*8$ 
96N  E23D AwrtBawtoAntoniff. hah. aft,  esr.tftt  11TC33*95 

ML  E29DT Anto nstesL 8 holes. r sssii. fli  . *3T£2fi*95 

MU  EJOOTDAatoiMLea.mffi  . 16T£27*95 

OEM  E3UD  Hagnca  AatomeLlm.  tftt . 14109*95 

KN  E320TAutomrt.eds,7saaes.ota.iftt . -24104*96 

S3K  32DCE  CatBtolff  Affo  met,  bUe,  Sh.  teto  tap.  ( sit25T  06*95 
96N  ED*  Ssgare*  Aato  mat  tote,  tfe  ads.  to  cri  .  .4T£M*0S 
96P  ■  E32D  Begance  Auto  ofl.  hide,  to.  mja.  tftl . . .  .71  £41*55 

96P  E32D  AmntsmtoAato  mo.  Mda.  ta.  ffs.  hfe.  ps  .  7T  £42*95 
54%ASS*«U 

KN  51320 Anto mLhidfcita. acted  . 19T£»*95 

9SU  SL50B Abib met ifla. ace. icfc fi boles. ed  . 13TEM*9$ 

B6N  SSQO  Coup*  Ante  met,  hide.  «p,  was*) . .12109*95 

MU  5SQ0L  Auto  rr*L  hffa.  act  Ns,  8  lets,  tia  ...  39T  £45*96 


ML  E2t»T  Ante  Wsb.  gray  etth,esr.B«.rS  .  .. 
96N  E200T  Cbcsic  Auto  Swat,  btaefc.  rfs,  tic  .... 
9SN  E200TElagAiteGnmblL.gmfeWh.dE.hto 
931  EZIO  AatoBtoebtacfc.  grey  etath.m.,  tie 

MU  Q20  Auto  Mate,  guy  ctaOivin.  tic . 

95U  E220TAiteBtoebk.ireabdoh.ih.tar.ffg 
94U  E220  Cflrtolrt  Sher.  Uack  hato.  8  hotos.  ed  .. 
B5N  E320agaoe»GreanbbdL.tok£hMto.efe  . 

9SN  S2M  Ruby  met  muetifDom  dMh  ea  l5h.ot  !! 
9X1  SOOO  5  Spd  Atte  Bbe  bk,  iny  Nfc  Si  . 

96P  S320  Btoe  btacfc  btoefc  Mde,  dc,  «s . 

WF  420SL  Siver,  bAads  bale,  tfc . 


SL500  Toiiu&n.  nflnreahida,  hft,  8  hotos 

5500  Coop*  Haute  btoe.  hda.  AMG  sihaeta 
SLfiOO  Skrer,  bbcb  bile.  Iff  spec . 


.  .12T  06*96 
St  £26*95 
.35100995 
.  TIT  09*95 
..13109*95 

.  .477  £19*95 
. .  ST  £31*95 
12TD2*9S 
30109*85 
.I8T  01*95 
.  tfT£26*9S 
*41  £35*95 
,137  00996 
.  .751  £27*95 

.181  £37,995 
15107*85 
.  J6T  £41*95 
*T  £47*95 
.23708*95 
. .  *T£E7*96 
..19T  £58*95 
.  JOT  £62*95 
.  *T  £54*95 
.41  £78*95 
,.4T  £78*95 
.  57T  £68*95 
.  357  £71*95 


-  -  g  j reswfact  Mike  Thompson  or  tan  Clark  on  0860  308  333  or  0831  344705  email  amt^lancasterpk:.cofn 
Wr  pny  *™P  p^ces  to*  yowjS — -  "  '  ^ 
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i*‘i. **• 

V*Vv 


Normand 


Mercedes-Benz 

r*  A  setectioil  Of  VAT  qualifying  cars  available  *  ] 

( _ please  ask. for  details _ j 

96P  CISC  Esprit  Ate*,  ueiroree  Own.  Sip  Auto.  E5*l  FCA  EaOoto  .  (31*50 

MN  nSOSsgtou'fcurnBUBCilMa.  Buy  CkAAMi  ESH  HCbu  9k  C31*» 
■W  CiaOB«gsaroDMiBfafc<jnyClDltAnk.E*n  RKkm  iff  £21*50 

9«H  C1BB  Ekgsoes  TeuBadm  Green,  Uortiniasi  CfcOi  A<ro  MC,  nc  CB  QUBII 
SEN  WO  Ehgann  Aksis  Bha  tte?  aodLAulpJUrCsn,Mki*  Iff  122*50 
on  CUOBieancsGamBhro  GnyCkei,  Alto  Ak  Con.R9Cste  15k  BUSS 
•M  CWEhgsarotX^GiBr.BMtahAmAbQroreCvs  14k  £3*50 
S8P  C1S0  thgm  Buck  CUh,  Aito.  £8H  FCS.  HCaro  E»  Dsnu  £2AB5D 
ISP  CtBOEhgroca  Annas  Bho.lkietaCfcBi,  SSpAuo,  AC,  10  W.  CO  A  OE*eO 
IB>  CUOTBsgtoiea  Arose  Bu  C-e»  CtoSi.  5  Sp.  ESR.  FBCro  3k  QfcB£B 
OH  C200BVBroAtatortroFkd.Uite«i»Cfe4fcAironhFKte&  ?»  £21*50 
HD  ClMBhgsnrolteABW.OmjCUb.Aue.Ab'Gni.reC  at  £23*50 

HN  C300  Began  Huey  Usd.  Ifatinnsi  Ckefc  Asto.  AJDn,  OTG.  HC  Kk  BO*50 
«N  CM  Eteroos  Bistort  SdtoftecLCUvAiroAb  CM.  iVCM>  IK  BASSO 
MP  C200  Bhgma  Ffeky  (tel  thtei  Och Aus.  ESR  FCA.  FK.  Ex  Dsbd  OlffB 
«P  CamQmsDCs  AiussSta*.  Btoe  CkTOAusi,  Ah  Csn-BlCm  »  £24*GG 

SOP  ISNEIsgnesQlBSaBtack.  UmtiCUtc53^)Airo,H}S.  B1AM.  FttS  Ok  £23*50 
9BP  C2ff  E^eil  WHa,  BhckCfchi.  5  SpdAsk)  AMG  SuorfAtoji.  SCA  BfcffO 

9W  C2S®  CtoMC  Gnm  Stack,  Oivj  CWA.  AlAO.  ESH.  FCA.  fVC  .  in  120*50 
KP  C250D  Dssale  DM  Bko.  Oiof  Ctolk  Atio.£SR.  RCsro  Ex  Qsm  01*30 
SOP  'C25QOClssskft«nHstf  &■> Chtk. Auw, ESB. Rgoa.  ERfc Es Dsaio  £23*50 
95D  C2S0 Open  WM*.  Stock OcBi  A1I0 BAilAkiyt  Am  ATCOn,IVCD  Iff  t27*S0j 
ISP  C210  span  Crnsn.  9toc«.  0»S7  HOe,  kl»D.  Ah  Cro,  EDS,  FC\  fas  e>  D6*Slf 
a  EZ9  Pstol  Bkto,  Cny  QaOi.  AdDL  FCA.  WR.  MV.  IVCassshs  3a  £17*50 
BttEOOSEBkaBarobsjCWl.Aiae.AhCM.MV.reA  17k  £21*50 

9M£ODHroMasroUWtoteAiro.ACM.SAW.reA.ttKFK:  32k  £25*9 
rn  BQOEtoffaiesOwibsT'  OteEkOtt.  Acia.  AkrCeH.reCass  14k  00*50 
SEP  E23BEls||sra  SSnsi.Btoi  Cfati.  SSfrtAiaB.  AItCm  RCaasns  in  £31*50 
■M  BOO  Arodoatis  54m.  Bte*  CkttAsto.  Air  Con.  nCUss  .  Ilk  £31*50 
OOP  EOOAwrtiM  III  Aaoenn  Gwen.  OBM  can.  Aafa.  WC,  ca  El  Omo  04*50 
5kP  E2M>EtogsncsAtuMBua  UutiMnsiCMvSSpilAskiLWCO  5k  £35*50 
aw  eae  Cos*  Aura  BM.itsMwitaw.Fresrowv  -  a*  oo*so 

Btt  EXtoCMM MlJ BTO tkatiiCTHro.  ACC. BAW.WVIWI  Ilk  03*50 
.ML  EKOGcups  (ha  Boro  UcdlHUOSpAikr  WCoo,  IAKEF3  33k  01*50 
1116  WSaWitotM«toamAt^gU5.tfS.IJSM|>.aC0  *5k  Bl*58 
RJ  50051. 6toB  Ha*  Btekrtok.AICan.nSMEFUS.RCS.  MV.  CO  55k  E4E*50l 
».  SOBttitedBM.IIutenien.ltas.AhCaa.nCS.Brs.AERrec  »  £57*501 
m  *OMB»umsin»0MsaljkBl»i«I.ACC.Bg5.HFS.irA«swLCa3a  CS5*5ll/ 

I*  24  itour  Buying  Une  -  Tim  Western  0468  746644 1 1 


•,v;f/AV.  m&Gxzs- 


94/L  3400  L,  Poll  Sp«c  £54,995. 
FlMSW  01582  764311-  Soo 
Q?/6  7J9Q1B. _ 


ESO  Coops 
Laaitoa,  19, 
0181  787  14 


Air  Con. 
£29*95. 


SUTO  97CD  AMG  AUots  +  Many 
mm  £69*90.  0181  767 

1422  Open  Today _ 


L  SUDD  FJSpec  . .  .£65*95 

P  S2B0  Stoer  Pul  Spec  £43,000 
P  CL  420  Tout  AUG  fyec  CP.OJL 
N  330  C|M  AMG  FSpac  £39*95 
89300EL  Met  Btoe  .  ...£19*95 
U  8L280 Leather  .  ..*47*95 
U  S320  Leather  ....  *39*9S 
96  5500  Cpa  Total  Soec  .E5B*9S 
N  SGOOLFiff  Spec  .  .  rP-O-A- 
E  420SL  Mat  Grey  ...*22*95 

MANY  MORE  CARS  IN  STOCK 
B«G  FOB  DETAILS 


M(M)  E320  Coupe  5  Spd  Auto 
Wii>«.ttekiafcaCffE.oig. 


6*09  ntot  offy  knpenal  red.  nush 
ttr.hMeere,8noieflDys.ites5. 
Ikte  to  bags.  As  naa...  I3>*60 
89(G)  50QSEC  49*00  tales  onty 
Etc  ttek.  gray  set)  Mtta.  Saem. 

|  toMi  spacefcl  to  coo,  eg. 

93(L)  300SL  24V  LHD 
i  aOAOBtetaoffjBbtaefcBreyhaa. 

ad  walk  Arete 

enjlsaosLiSjaaS!50 

I  DtomZskafc'tJiS!W 


A,  After  Honrs; 

Sal  0836  614086 


m 


—  j  J 1 

n 

CA! 

R 
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9 
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SATURDAY  APRIL  12  1997 


MERCEDES 


300  SL 

24V  silver,  ftd  spec, 
FSH,  1990H48k  mfes. 
3  hole  alloys 

£36,000. 

Tel: 

01629732771. 


Mmqrrekran. 
Balmtonddon.  tMaaaO. 
100k  mb. 

HUM. 

Tefcttim  862167(h) 
01777  710574  (w) 


SSNbtue/biacklTkmSes, 
^ieamer.etectfc/heaiBd 
seats,  dmate/cnise  control, 
automate  door  dosor,  aflojr 
wheats,  single  owner, 
Immaculate  rondtion. 
£43,950. 

Walla.  07000  688  688. 


SLK 

Sick  of  Silver? 
Here's  a  Black  one! 


Compressor.  Aon.  Black  leaher, 
CD.  Air  On.  He*  Sens. 
Tracker.  M  mis.  £49300. 

No  rune  wasters. 


0631120802. 


SLK 


230  Comp  auto 
saver  black  leather, 
air  con,  factory 
stereo,  delivery 
mileage  only,  offers 
invited. 

01329281866. 


230E 


90G  Met  Willow  Greco. 
Bob  ioL  One  OAP  owner 
Bee  si  r.  winds.  mU, 
TL  A/ieh.  B/ponfcl  meo 
34K  mflfi  junual 
Superb  and. 

Hlv450 


C180 

Elegance.  Auto, 
Black,  96N, 
23k,  1  owoer. 


C220D 


Amo,  blue/beige.  esr, 
FMBSH,  1995. 

excellent  condition, 
high  mileage, 
£14,995. 


TeL  01908  691450 


C180 


Elegance  auto 
midnight  Uue  64K 
FSH  1994L  superb, 
rear  spoOer  £14,250. 

01283791874/ 

0370774798. 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


PORSCHE 


JAGUAR  APPROVED 


To  grin  our  ‘seal  of  approval'  all  used  cars  must  first  pass  a  120  point 
mechanical  inspection.  Only  then  are  they  Jaguar  Approved 

•  12  months  mechanical  Insurance  (Optional  24  Months) 
a  Extended  warranty  available  •  Full  RAC  membership. 

•  Flexible  finance  packages. available 

Please  ask  for  a  test  drive.  JAGUA 


>  r 


96P  silver  with  grey  hide, 
fuR  climate  control. 


AVANT  GARDE 


P  rag,  S  sp  auto,  alloys, 
Rhr,  r.  seats,  dm  con, 
fokflng  mirror,  HC 
battery,  roof  bars. 
£39,500. 

0181  5502877. 


\Wf/  m  _ 

m Lancaster 


Tel:  0181  302  3333 

A.- hours  0036  274497 

Open  Sunday  1  O.tm  -  npm 


j  rjBvucnriS(tot37r  .mm 

■  jusumumazT . mm 

n  »suM.23r . mm 

8  XSUBMMfc.55T....£1BWS 

P  URUCnhATT  . XM/M 

SB  URBASappAfn.  ITT . SOM 

H  URUSK|MB.«fr . mm 

SB  SwULHB8pnE(.nT  ..mm 

■  sorusknM.sr . mm 

u  SB»4snmwc»3BT . asm 

a  So>4jitoacco,cr . jmjbs 

SB  Sw4JKiDgMM;«T  ....awss 
sb  utzMp<B.5rr . truss 

P  12 Sprat  Curtain . AUK 

P  MUMnia . J3ZJBS 

a  XKttlAB  Santa.  )T...aL>S 
M  XMQrtU8nrtnkQR.2<r(2UB 

■  X2«port3RC.AC,3«r  ...msss 

M  XJBGddSfeCtaACCIT  .JMK 
9t  uttdHmreaBassr  £t*M 
m  MWwiDmBWGB3BT  ..mm 


Tel:  01732  456300 
Out  cl  hours:  05S9  990722 


XJCUMkiM(lBkM.4ST _ OIK 

UUNI.FIwm.M, _ BUR 

XJH2HM.BJIQ.A/C _ BtjKS 

U  U  flpwt  MU  Bn*.  MC  -BUM 

Soitttaiiftnwnqr _ Z21AH 

tl— HBtaNlta _ DSJW 


MUBNW.BRQ  _ mjW 

UU^alW.IMK  HIM 


XR9qMRHBgwKMlM  .nMK 
So.UNP.SjKMaBfc* _ (OJK 

Tel:  (01622)  699700 


PRANG 

jaguar 


XJ220  LHD 


New  &  Unregistered 
Choice  of  Colours 
VAT  free  on  export  sales 


Over  90  pre-owned  Jaguars 
on  cSaptay  at  ona  location. 


HENLYS 


Bt  1928 

TV  Hyde,  Edgware  Road. 
Hendon,  londDo,  NW9  6NE. 

Tck  (0181)  205  4031 
After  Hours  0831  555519 


911 


Cab  turbo  88.  silver,  bine 
int.  hands  free  phone. 
44,000  mis.  exc  eond- 
£30.200. 


Adrian  0171 622678M0 
0171 4091055(0). 


WOODFORD 

JAGUAR 


til  UUOM  A  Sdw*re. 
m  xa  ucwpi  A  WgKi.  u.itvauH 
IU»U&v>AI^M<Vn«VM 
JIM  JUS  U  K  saw  Sjonr  .jnMti 

niisuDq»i,ito.iiint>_  MM 


MxauEiK«.CMM.sgak  t*v*o 

MUULSWn  UL  TZJtti-am 
■uum  A  Sw*wH.«ti-U7,jm 
mnau«.WKHO»w.u^t>»  asm 
BisjiuAtihKnxDiJDva 
HUUAVKKCnJM 
wuuARMaMianiaiM 
nunktaatarxauaM 
kb  xa  u  ut  AKaaM  tim  Dam 

urxauA.iB0Ui«  «.  mbojsusi 
■RUUAIM  «.  Orai-DOM 


Kf  Jw  ULTRA.  P1&m.S9CIIfe  BUM 
bhhua  n**p  aw.  aum-enne 
■saiK  jja,  saw  eat  si  mat.  sum 
ii  mini  rup— ra*  ’bifii  jnjn 


.  London  E18 
Teb  0181  989  6644 
Mobile:  0378  241585 


CARRERA  911 


Cab.  1985.  while,  red  Hie. 
59:000  mOes.  LHD.  2  owners. 
FPSH,  like  new, 
pan  x'poasJbk. 
0*595. 

0181  8764416/ 
0802600090 


911  Carrera  Coupe 
TiptronkS 


July  %N  reg  WHO  mlo 
MttngfdBfaeMMaBr 
W  TodKolop  MDofi 
Grey  leater  Menor 
Soon  bucket  nan 
flatter  rod  PAlpO  tim 
UMCHLMn 


Foil  ACC.  £SL$tS*IM 
0171  4860936/ 
0181 3431819 


944  S2 


Coupe.  92J.  Maritme  Blue 
withdak  Wne  interior.  Only 
32,000  miles.  Electric  son 
root  Pond*  immobiliser.  In 

very  good  condition,  must  be 

seen.  FPSH.  £19300. 

Td:  01344  642285. 


944  S2 


Convertible,  1990G,  Baltic 
bhie.  Woe  bood,  Hnen 
leather,  58400  miles,  1 
prtvions  owner.  FSH- 
£1735. 


01708452448/ 

0850869371 


BOXSTER 


Silver  Metallic, 
Leather. 
£42.950. 


0990  843496 


BOXSTER 


Tiptnmic,  Silver,  Foil  Red 
Leather,  Sports  pack, 
imminent  delivery. 
Offers. 


0131  6683070  Day, 
4417231  eves. 


911  C4  Cab  90H  White 
36T  Sport  Seats  Cup 
alloys  FPSH 
£32995. 


Chester 
01244  350177 


993  CARRERA 
RS 

Guards  Red,  lS.000mis 
Documented  History. 
£62500. 

Tel:  0171 262  8830 
Fax:  262  0781 


190  E 


Evolution  2. 1992.  Original 
UK  car.  Tola]  spec.  Black 
with  black  leather,  adjnataMe 
suspension.  ABS.  24.000 
■mica.  I  owner.  FSH. 
£29.995. 


Tetf01465  816820  or 
Mobile:  0860  47549L 


50GSL 


Sports  Convertible.  1985 
(C),  Auto.  Pagent  Red, 
Cream  hide,  air  con. 
H/Seats,  R/seau.  cruise, 
FMBSH,  £15,000. 
0181 78S2121W,  0181 
8745162  H.  0831 713884. 
No  time  wasters 


C280 

Elegance  saloon.  June  94. 
Pearl  Bloe/Mue  cloth,  2 
a/bags,  5  spd  auto.  AC 
8  speaker  radfcus, 
16k,  FSH,  Pristine 
£24.758. 

Td:  01242  512901 


300SL 


“37.  FSR  57j000  mb. 
Red/BogeUfar 
Upbolo.  Hewed  ware,  rear  at 
CC  ABS.  I  pe*.  own. 
EioefleoiconA. 
£21,501. 


01243  55130  L 


S500L 


Smoked  Silver 
Mushroom  hide 
96N.  11.000  miles 
Many  extras 
One  owner  bom  new 
£58,750. 

Td:  81924-49  lM3(w/e) 
or  0192443  8805(0) 


16V  omo,  etcelent  coadtton. 

•mraet  ABS.  Kawremd  10  to* 

ca  msH  mw  nor.  lijom 

Rda.  choke  d  auaben 


PJE 11.  £13,500* 
K8EAN.  £10,500 1 


230  SL 


Sports  Soft  Top.  1965. 
Champagne  Gold.  Amo. 
Pagoda  Haiti  Top.  Cherished 
no.  plate.  Engine  and 
Bodywwk  Specialist 
restored.  £15750. 
01934  822963  (Baal 
626247(H) 


E220 


95N.auto,  FSH, 
esr.  e/w, 
15,800  miles, 
£22JI50oiio. 


01819048831 


SLK  2.0 


Red 

Rare  manual 

5  speed 

1997P.  Left  Hand  Drive 
2D00  miter,  immacniatr 
138,995. 


Tel:  01344  750157 
or  0831 882688  (n) 


600SEL 


Auto.  92J 
MmaBcGrey 
Aircon,  58k  mfe 
Lovely  car 
£13,995. 
Tel:  01332 
544552 


300  SL 


92J.  Polar  while  with  btue 
hide.  3LOOO  miles.  FMBSR 

High  spec.  8  hok  alloys.  CD. 
alwnlmriy  twmtiinn.  fM.OSIl 
possP/Jt 

Teb  01222  36060L  or 
Td:  0973  395122. 


KMnti  VB  Sdrllan,  RndBacfcUMfays.  WS.  RatoCass, 
MK  . 1 


MK  . £12AJ5 

B5U  Jam*  XJ6  aa  Spelt  4dr  Auta,  ba  BieKMaNal  l»i  At  tin. 

Mop.  Ar  Bags,  PAS,  ItaMCBaa.  DUptay  CO,  4GK . £20495 

991 VW Palo UL5drUaD,BmHBaMUns;RaiUCas8,1IK  ..£7JB5 
9*LJagBrXJ612Aaki;9nilGddhrttUh(BSftiat.RadWCaa, 

4QK  . £UB5 

SW  Am*  A4 1 J  4dr  Wm,  Met  Gnan.  BSflart.  Wfi,  RaWCass, 

3« . X15A05 

SfiNAadMinack-llwi.SlvwQSrRort.PAS.RadaCas^MK  ...JCHyOGB 
S5M  AafM  U  4*  Man,  Green,  BSflort  FAS,  RadhCass,  15K .  £153* 
BUI  QmMi  20  CO  WV  Est  Aob,  9m;  BSHoot  Ak  Ccn.  Mdjb, 

MSLRajaiCOPIqaiSW  . fn*5 

9»CaBn23VekBtad(firtgBUcBSIRoat.ttCan.Aa3ys. 

PAS.  RadaKD  Ptaya;  32K . XtVPS 

901  VXOomiBHb  10  veztVadrAoto,  Satin  HadBWi  lAt  ESKdoL 

Aloys.  PAS,  loJaCass,  lU&pby  CD.  29K . £16^25 

3X  BMW  3B  SB  tt  Hm.  ESue.  BSHod  Alop.  FAS.  RatioCaw. 

MK . flMZS 


MK . £14,175 

9GNHomhAcnnl2AI4<lrllanlS6«cBSft)oi,MS,RartoCaH, 

27K . £TLS95 


S6P  RmaAt  Lagona  u  BT  Sport,  Mstfito.  BSHool  H  Oon.  Aloys. 
EWS.RadUCess.lSK . £10350 


tUguia  2J0  RTSdrKan,  Back  AkCDn.  »S. 
ftKfcCaSS,2TK . £10350 

SSP  tin  440  U  5*  Hn,  Bka,  QSnart.  RMS.  MoCat^  W . . .  13316 
MLNarcadts  S£C  Com*  2*  Ado,  BboSaek  LBx  GSM.  Afcys. 
PAS.RadUCass.40K . .X*B360 


■  CALL  0645  260260  I 


FOR  DETAILS  OF  THE  ABOVE 
EX-LEASE  VEHICLES 

12  months  RAC  womanly,  full  service  history 
ghm  6  months  rood  fund  Scenes  on  d|  vehicles. 
Cor  Finder  Service  ovo  liable. 
Monday  -  Friday  8.30am-6.00pm 
Saturday  -  Sunday  10.00am-4.00pm 


d> 

Swan  National 


Membir  HSBC  Gamp 
Swan  National  Ud 


Arctic  bine /magnolia 
leather,  1990  oa  a  private 
plate,  air  coo,  ABS.  beared 
seals,  CEffoni  6  phase  »|*T"1 
PAS.  tinted  windows.  70:000 
tmlea.  vgc,  lady  owner. 
£14250. 

Tdr  01752  798357. 


MenScbiadt/mwtita 
interior.  17k,  a^e,  sfs,  17" 
wheels.  FPSH. 


£53,995 
0181  501 1189/ 


C2  Cab.  H  reg  slate  grey, 
blkhhr  int.  50,000  miles. 
FSH,  £34,000 

Cadi  Shane  day: 
01713294440 
Eve:  0171 723  3400. 


XJ  SPORT 


4  litre  M  reg,  king  fisher 
green,  leather  upholstery, 
26.000  miles,  FSH,  1 
owner,  showroom 
condition.  £24.250. 


01925791114. 


911 

CARRERA  2 
COUPE 


1989  G.  MetVehet  red. 
fcwn  Idir  int.  sports  wthaust. 
FPSH,  39k  mi*. 
£29.995 


BOXSTER 


Available  Aug/SepL 
Un-^pec. 
Deposit  paid 
£SJ000. 

Td:  01224  646817 
roobBe  0410  414600. 


911 


Carrera  Tara  Spurt,  88E. 
Guards  Red.  Blade  Itfar  piped 
red.  immobiliser,  alarm, 
cruise.  FPSH.  Immaculate 
condidon.  £19.000. 
Evm:  91582  621 937, 
Days  8171 4995399. 


911 

Carrera  Cab. 


1987  D  rag,  LHD,  Butgundy 

red.  fafl  s^acJOOfcmli. 


£15,950 

0171  7X02713/ 
0410 138246. 


911  CARRERA  2 


Tiptronic  Cab.  90  G.  Light 
Met  Green.  Linen  leather 

piped  Blue.  Bine  hood.  2 
Lady  owners.  65,000  mb. 
FSH.  £3244M  eno. 


Td:  0171 935  6940. 


SUNDAY 
10.00am- 
3.00pm . 


Call  Alan  Dennis 
with  your 
requirements 


0-1  “I 
0044 


01625  522222/ 
0468  383821 

SUfiDAVS  10A.V.-PM 


LONDON 
M.;1  '.I1!,'! 


COLCHESTER 


9W  011  Torbo  4  Speed  Yatow .  ,7T 
S5N  911  Turtw  4  Polar  Star  .  13T 
BGN  911  C4  S  UkW|At  Btaa  ...At 

sm  B1104SBtad>Mat . ST 

Ml  9T1 C4  S  Ms  Bba . I4T 

93L  911  IMn  U  ItdrtgM  . .  31T 

SEXBfiMC 

96H  911  Hsga  Stack  Mat . 3T 

S8odi9110peSBHr.Afe.ir  ...  IT 
9SW  911  Qpe  State.  Air.  IT _ 1ZT 


95H  928  GTS  Auto  IMrfgtt . . .  3T 
0GH  911  Cab  Arm  Red,  Av.irCT 
95  911  Tags  Hdoight  Bba  ..2T 
W  911  Ikga Aiwa Hed  ....  5T 
96N  9T1  cab  Polar  sawt  ir...9T 
96N  911  Cpe SBnt Air. ir  ...11T 
901  911  Cpa  Arana  FM.Ak.ir  iot 

SM  9t1  Cab  S&d  Gray . ET 

92L  9HCpaCtba8.AltAAag43T 


Ml  BIICrtiSantAfeir  .  .ST 
9GN  9T1CafalttMgM.Air.18- ..IT 

968  9llCp*AnuRaiLAttiriflT 

EEB8AB1 

93K  812TR  RanatCrama . 37 


CABRIOLE^ 

95H  311  C4  Arena _ 7T 

96H  9T1  Carrera  Ins.  Air _ ST 

9414  BIT  Carrera  Black,  Air  _22T 

9«L  311  Carrara  Slvar _ iyr 

94L  911  Carrma  Mdra$n__29T 

93K  911  C2  Corat . . 1ST 

93L  911  C2Tlpt  Saver _ 20T 

92J  911  C4  Sdver _ _ _ 24T 

COUPES 

96H  911 1brt»4  l*drtjW.^._7T 

9SH  911  Turbo  4  Star _ BT 

SSL  911  UTbaBurguidy.JST 
96N  911  C4S  bis,  Ab!T...„..12T 
931  911  C4  McHghL  hr..  ..30T 

931  911  Tip  S  Black,  Air _ U  ’ 

931  911  TJpt  "S'  MWvtfn . ier 

B«  911  Carren  State _ 1(JT 

931  9T1  Carrara  aadt,A*r..5T 
ML  »11  Tipi  ■S*SBw.Air..32r 
89G  911  Tlibo  LEBtV.  Atr..^flT 

88F  911  SE  Write _ 4IT 

938  968  Sport  Black.  Uhr..  JIT 
XABSA 

25*  2!  ■flT 

B3L  911  Ftono  Sack _ 157 


0181  983  4444  PT)  01206  855500 
0850  968911  8a|8  1 


CAMBRIDGE 


9W  9HlbgaT«Mte . JT 

BW  911  Carren  Tgi -S' CofepeSBv  ST 
s«  911  Cnn 4 Sim. AC  ....£T 
96N  911  Carrtre 4 to*. AC  .....ST 
Ml  SIT  Carrera  Cfefa  Torqoow ...  JT 
95N  911  Cmera4SSfa«.A/C  . . .  3T 

95N  9niWM4SUB . JT 

Ml  911  Tgi VCafa Arattn  ...141 
«(  911  CanrnCmUp-S-GuiflbTr 
SSB  911  Carrera TpS Cab hs  ...12T 
95H  911  Carrera  Cab  (M 18-  1ST 

9SH  911  Qfeim  Cpe  Star _ 27T 

94H  911  Carrera  Coope  Hi  AC  .  .19T 
9ffii  911  Carrera  Cab  ftjfi.  AC  .  35T 
S4L  911  Careen  Qpe  tip  Grey.  MC27T 

93K  911  CtTaija  Write  . 12T 

53X  971  Canwa 2 Coape Refl  ..JET 
92K  9t1C2C*-npWMe.AiC.  24T 

«J  9TI  C2  (bb  Red .  3ST 

90G  944Tiotw(MyMC . 49T 

B9S  944  S  W*  . sSt 

94L  9GB  Sport  Bed . 2Bt 

M.  9GB  CU)  Sport  Mur  ..  .  35T 
SSL  93  Oub  Sport  WM>  ..  M 

SSL  SaCwpeTpM .  ^3T 

91J  Fwiari  Untamna  Mm .  .  1ST 


01223  372872 
0589  759731 


We  pay  top  prices  for  your  quality  used  Porsche. 
^^^IPlcas^calMan  Clark  on  0831  344705, 


I  HI  v  .  I  IMI  S 
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A  sensible  way  to  start  a  new  era 

Ducati’s  ST2  ..  — ■ — . -.  ^  — 


Ducati’s  ST2 
sports-tourer 
appeals  to  the 
head  as  well  as 
the  heart,  says 
Roland  Brown 


It’s  appropriate  that 
Du  can's  first  new  model 
since  the  firm  was  taken 
over  last  year  should  not 
be  a  super-sports  machine,  all 
sleek  styling  and  outrageous 
performance,  but  the  ST2,  a 
more  rounded  and  sensible 
sports-tourer.  Pure  sportsters, 
such  as  Ducati's  gorgeous  916. 
succeed  by  appealing  only  to 
the  heart;  sports-tourers  have 
to  capture  the  head  as  well. 

Few  sports-touring  riders 
would  have  been  tempted  by  a 
Ducati  in  recent  years  as  the 
Bologna  firm  struggled 
through  a  cash  crisis  that 
resulted  in  lost  production, 
long  delays  for  customers  and 
reliability  problems.  But  now 
the  overdue  invoices  have 
been  paid  off  by  Texas  F^icific. 
the  American  investment 
group  that  bought  a  51  per  cent 
stake  in  Ducati  last  Septem¬ 
ber.  Texas  Pacific  insists  that  a 
new  Ducati  ere  has  begun:  the 
ST  provides  the  perfect  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  prove  it. 

The  ST2  has  the  Ducati 
trademarks  of  a  big  V-twin 
engine  and  tubular  steel  “lad¬ 
der”  frame.  But  iis  bodywork, 
designed  as  much  fur  "practi¬ 
cality  as  style,  cannot  match 
the  beauty  of  the  more  stream¬ 
lined  916.  The  new  bike’s 
engine  is  based  on  the  single 
overhead  camshaft,  two- 
valves-per-cylinder  unit  from 
the  900SS  (hence  the  STT2 
name;  an  eight-valve  ST4  is 
due  next  year).  The  motor  is 
enlarged  to  944cc,  cooled  by 
water  instead  of  air  and  oil. 
and  fed  by  a  fuel-injection 
system  in  place  of 
carburettors. 

Chassis  design  and  geome¬ 
try  could  easily  come  from  one 
of  Ducati’s  traditional  sports 
models,  but  the  ST2  differs  by 


Ducati  ST2:  designed  as  much  for  practicality  as  style,  it  cannot  match  the  beauty  of  the  more  streamlined  916,  but  it's  fast  and  fine-handling 


incorporating  touring  features 
such  as  a  fairly  tail  wind¬ 
screen.  large  fuel  tank,  centre- 
stand  and  even  the  option  of 
colour-matched  luggage  pan¬ 
niers.  When  you  fire  up  the 
engine,  there’s  a  familiar  V- 
twin  rumble,  but  the  riding 
position  is  fairly  roomy  ana 
relaxed,  with  a  gentle  lean 
forward  to  the  slightly  raised 
handlebars. 

The  ST2  was  more  at  home 
on  the  roads  of  southern  Spain 
than  on  the  Jerez  racetrack  at 


which  the  launch  was  based. 
Its  engine  produces  a  respect¬ 
able  peak  output  of  SJbhp  at 
8_S00rpm,  but  is  most  impres¬ 
sive  at  lower  revs.  From  below 
50mph  in  top  gear,  the  softly- 
tuned  V-twin’s  mid-range 
torque  combines  with  crisp 
fuel-injection  response  to  send 
the  bike  storming  forward  at  a 
touch  of  the  throttle. 

That  makes  for  swift  over¬ 
taking  on  the  road  and,  along. 
wiTh  a  slick  six-speed  gearbox, 
allows  effortless  high-speed 


riding.  The  Ducati  is  smooth 
until  about  6.000rpm.  or 
lOOmph  in  top  gear,  when  its 
handlebars  begin  to  tingle. 


Although  the  STTs  top 
speed  is  a  respect¬ 
able  140mph,  its  soft¬ 
ly-tuned  engine  runs 
out  of  breath  at  about 
SLOOOrpm  and  doesn’t  encour¬ 
age  hard  riding  in  the  way  a 
sportier  machine  would. 

Much  the  same  is  true  of  the 
chassis,  which  is  more  than 


adequate  for  rapid  road  riding 
but  has  too  much  suspension 
movement  to  match  the  preci¬ 
sion  of  the  finest  sportsters. 
That  made  the  ST2  competent 
rather  than  inspired  on  the 
track;  on  the  road,  the  balance 
of  comfort  and  control  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  Japanese-made 
Showa  front  forks  and  rear 
shocks  is  just  about  right.  And 
the  sports-tourer’s  new  gener¬ 
ation  Brembo  front  brake 
calipers  give  more  stopping 
power  even  than  the  916. 


Other  features  are  mostly 
good,  too,  although  the  lipped 
screen  generates  enough 
wind  turbulence  to  give  a 
noisy  ride  if  you  are  tail.  The 
fuel  tank  holds  a  generous  21 
litres,  the  neat  instrument 
panel  includes  a  fuel  gauge 
and  a  dock,  the  seat  is  broad 
and  well-padded  and  the 
mirrors  nave  split-image 
lenses  (a  first  for  bikes) 
providing  wider  rear  vision. 
A  passenger  is  well  catered 
for  as*  well,  with  plenty  of 


Engine:  90-degree 
V-twin,  four-valve, 

944cc  produces 
&3bph  at  S-SOOrpm. 
Transmission:  Six-  _ 
speed  gearbox.  Chain 
final  drive. 

Performance: 

0-60rrrph  in  3  3 
seconds,  maximum 
speed  140mph. 

Price:  £8,900  (plus 
£350  on-the-road  charge): 
£9300  with  panniers 
from  September. 
Insurance  group:  14 
(with  Norwich  Union). 


room  plus  a  sturdy  grab-rail, 
although  the  Ducati  lacks  the 
tailpiece  luggage  hooks  that 
are  a  useful  feature  even  of 
many  smaller  bikes. 

Talk  of  luggage  provides 
one  reminder  of  the  old 
Ducati;  the  integrated  pan¬ 
niers  will  not  be  availa  ble  until 
September,  although  deliver¬ 
ies  of  the  bike,  which  costs 
£8.900,  begin  at  the  end  of  this 
month. 


This  will  not  help  the 
film’s  new  manage¬ 
ment  to  persuade 
sports-touring  riders 
—  a  far  more  pragmatic  bunch 
than  Ducati's  hedonistic 
sports  bike  customers  —  that 
the  ST2  can  match  the  effici¬ 
ency  and  build  quality  of 
rivals  such  as  Honda's  ever- 
popular  VFR750F. 

On  the  evidence  so  far, 
though.  Texas  Pacific  is  very 
serious  about  quality,  to  the 
extent  of  committing  more 
than  £40  million  to  improving 
production  facilities  in  the  next 
three  years. 

Maybe  the  ST2  is  the  kind  of 
bike  to  respect  rather  than, 
like  the  916,  to  fall  madly  in 
love  with  —  but  it's  a  fast,  fine- 
handling  and  reasonably 
practical  machine  with  plenty 
of  Ducati’s  traditional  V-twin 
character.  If  it  approaches 
Japanese  levels  of  reliability  — 
and  that's  a  big  if  —  the  ST2 
deserves  to  be  a  hit. 


DWZATW 


GUERNSEY 
& JERSEY 

OFFICIAL  DUCATI . 
DEALER 
ST.  PETER  PORT  . 

GARAGES 
TRINITY  SQUARE 
ST.PETER  PORT 
GUERNSEY 

01481  725777 


CMW 

Motorcycles 

Ducati 

in 

W.Sussex 
916  Senna 
in  Stock 
Chichester 

Td:  01243  782544 
Fax:  01243  532761 


ITAUfa 


v Classics 
FOR 

DI/CAXT 

AND  ALL  ITALIAN 
MARQUES 
WE  ARE THE 

SPECIALISTS 

BAR  GATE  UNCOIN 

01522  511851 


DUCATI 

IN 

CHELTENHAM. 

DEMONSTRATORS 
AVAILABLE 
CONTACT 
MIKE  OR  TONY 
ON 

01242  262555. 


MGFi 

Nrogfederad,  British 
Racing  Groan,  14400 
mSea,  FMGSH,  afcfcag,  1 
owner,  reluctant  sale, 
vary  good  common. 

£16,250 

0181  978  S136 


MITSUBISHI 

SHOGUN^ 

GLS 

JJ  Twin  DiacL  J99&M). 
18.000  miles-  tong  tilled  base. 
FSH.  GophnrfSihrer.  1  year 
manufacture*  warranty. 
lipmanilMe.eUrK.OJOO. 
MoMk  8370  922578. 
E.caingK  01(70  854457. 


3000  GT 

93, 1  owner.  42k  mb, 
FMSK  extended  wrmy  12 
ninths,  pristine. 


MOTORBIKES 


TRIUMPH 

Daytona  T595  97Pdeliv 
Miles,  black, 
serious  offers  to 

01162  376733 
N/C 


NISSAN 


8KYUHEGTB  now  In  dwOLNn 
&  naad  Skyllaaa  tUrrci  bom 
Jipu  InUttcarOlBl  203  3399. 


300ZX 

Twin  turbo  ’91 J.  1 
owner,  51 K,  white, 
man,  alarmed,  FSH. 
£15,250. 

01814604326 


PERFORMANCE  CARS 


AC  Cobn  Urfnwtghi  (1990) 
C320BHP1  aldwnt  1M 
MamolLa  Leather.  MOO  MUaa. 
£57.000.  Omypnl  Tati  01609 
232233  _  _ 


r  Thc  devil's  own  car 
Dodge  Viper,  1994. 
Stunning  red  with  k»  than 
■LOW  mUes  on  the  dod, 
newly  imported  from  USA 
£39,950. 

Mjy  consider  put  exchange. 
No  dreamers  please. 
Office  01704  539.300, 
Home  01704  834164, 
l  Mobile  OfiJi  627483. 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
•BENTLEY 


TURBO  R 


BB  model.  Black  I  parch. 
Sunroof,  CO,  FSH,  sxcc 
condborv  Lruqtio 
opaunmiwL 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY _ 

SELFDHWE  Kan  ml  Bentley  Turbo 
2  MMdhta  min.  H aa  Mm 
0600  130740-  7  flan*. 

TURBO  R,  May  W  N  ng,  3100 
,  na  owner,  Sherwood 
C»an  with  Sandstone  tat  print 
h  8  finance  aeaUaUa  £87,750 
0113  244  8839.  T 

TUBS  B  94 L.  OmklM/  tadK 
mom  Piped  31ata,4«r.  CM  <995. 
Cell  Lamm  0181  622 

0023/  0974  705693  _ 


LWB  BENTLEY 
TURBO  R 

1900.  UtinigM  b*ua.rna^ioBa 
Nda,  colour  coded  arm  reels. 

ta*i  cocktail  caWneta  and 

tBtites.  CD,  78k,  FSH.  trertac. 
9  months  RH  wtatalty. 

£45,000 

0121  631  4700  (O) 
0831  272307  (Mob) 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY  WANTED 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


HM80  a  95N  Sad  Bond/  Sand- 
Mone  Piped  Bad.  1  IT  SPOIL  Call 
Lumiin  0181  522  0023/ 

0976  705693 _ 

B8VTIEY  Broofc  lands  8j500mla. 
BUSH.  Boyal  ebony,  sports 
teats,  stupa  tan  nuainpla 

E62j0O0  Mon-Pri  9-S  0171  403 
7017  wfcnd  0171  231  4S72. 
CtMmWVTAL  B  9511  Bd]*l  Bine/ 
Hide,  23  K.  £90*.  CnD  lencna- 
rms  0181  622  0023/  09741 
705693 _ 


WANTS) Wanted. Kona 8 Bender  *  rmn  Your  Loved 

Models,  Any  mnaa/cond.  01628  A1U  VJtLU  One  £1750 
660413  OS  0831  123911  01295  758356  I 


2nnrn  The  Dtahut.II 
Dili  I  £28.500 

01286  738356  t 


ABSOLUTE  Leanest  bufta  of 
Bella  Boyne  A  Bentley's. 
Sonninndnia  MB  01344  20072 


SILVER  SPIRIT 

1983,  Y  rep.  present  owner  for 
IM  4  yre,  fnusberi  in  Sherwood 
{jus  na.  Interior  trim  ia 
Champagne  hide,  mamtained 
regardless  at  coa.  PSH.  aD 
previous  MoTV  RDS  stereo, 
immaculate  ihroufitwm.  75.000 
traica.  a&JSO. 

01253  765800 


ROVER 


88K  MM8  offer  over  300 
approved  Bones  Inc  40  800 

models  available  KationwMa 

deltas  rr  Tel:  01753  674  266 


REGISTRATION  NO’S. 
CNDA  MEMBERS 


A16  00K 

(Top  chef  or  cook). 
Retention  £2,000 
offers. 

Tel:  01752 
401377. 


B5  EXE 

£1500  ono. 

0171 249 1818 
0973  727479 


0121  353  3333 


‘A  car  that 
runs  on 
gas  sounds 

scary  to 
a  lot  of 
people’ 


Driving  round  the 
broken  streets  of  a 
north  London  in¬ 
dustrial  estate  try¬ 
ing  to  find  the  gas  depot  where 
1  could  refill  the  tank  on  my 
Honda  Accord,  [  began  to 
wonder  whether  liquefied  pe¬ 
troleum  gas  (LPG)  could  really 
be  a  fuel  of  the  future.  Then  1 
found  the  place,  filled  the  tank 
and  looked  at  the  bill:  39p  a 
litre.  I  began  ro  think  again. 

With  the  unleaded  petrol  I 
usually  buy  costing  dose  to  60p 
a  litre,  even  the  warning  that 
LPG  might  be  about  20  per  cent 
heavier  on  fuel  consumption 
paled  into  insignificance,  If  the 
fuel  was  33  per  cent  cheaper, 
what  would  it  matter? 

Filling  up  proved  no  more 
difficult  than  filling  up  with 
petrol,  although  with  varia¬ 
tions.  The  Accord,  like  most 
LPG  vehicles  at  present,  is  a 
dual-fuel  car  with  separate 
fillers  for  gas  and  petrol.  The 
gas  one  obviously  has  to  be 
sealed  so  it  required  the 
services  of  Brian  Sisson,  man¬ 
ager  of  CaJor’S  London  Centre, 
to  show  me  how  it  was  done, 
but  then  IVe  often  hankered 
after  the  days  of  personal 
service  on  die  forecourt.  A- 
twist  connected  the  nozzle  to 
the  filler  valve,  a  press  on  the 
button  started  the  meter  and  a 
squeeze  on  the  trigger  just  like 
arty  other  filler  was  ail  it  took. 
It  is  a  routine  that  Color 


believes  will  become  familiar 
to  many  more  British  motor¬ 
ists  in  the  near  future.  The  first 
of  a  network  of  filling  stations 
supplying  LPG  has  just 
□penal  in  South-east  London. 
It  comes  in  a  form  called  Calor 
Autoblend  and  is  being  mar¬ 
keted  under  a  joint  agreement 
with  Jet.  The  two  companies 
are  confident  that  once  that 
39p  figure  starts  appearing  on 
the  forecourt  billboards  inter¬ 
est  will  gather  and  my  back- 
street  experience  will  become  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

In  the  search  for  an  alterna¬ 
tive  to  petrol  and  diesel,  LPG 
must  now  be  in  pole  position, 
thanks  largely  to  the  boost  it 
got  in  last  year's  Budget,  when 
duty  was  reduced  by  25. per 
cent  to  I0.73p  a  litre,  while  that 
on  petrol  and  diesel  was 
increased  again.  But  until  now 
that  reduction  seemed  to  have 
achieved  little  in  terms  of 
profile,  simply  because  there 
has  been  no  network  of  road¬ 
side  outlets  for  the  fuel,  There 
are  an  estimated  1.500  vehi¬ 
cles.  mostly  commercial,  run¬ 
ning  around  Britain  on  LPG. 
The  figure  is  growing,  but  is 
still  pathetically  few  compared 
to  the  million-plus  in  Italy  and 
the  450,000  in  Holland. 

The  great  advantage  of  LPG 
is  cleanliness.  It  eliminates 
visible  smoke  and  soot  and  its 
exhaust  emissions  are  claimed 
to  be  70  per  cent  lower  than 


■  •v'XxWCv 


•  TO  CONVERT  a 
petrol  engine  to  dual-fuel  ■ 
use  with  LPG  costs 

about  £1,100. /pie 
conversion  utilises 
existing  engine-manage¬ 
ment  etectronics  and 
is  easily  removed  when 
the  car  is  sold  on. 

•  THERE  are  about 

too  LPG  filling  points  tn 

Britain  at  present. 

Calor  estimates  that  on  a 
fleet  vehicle  covering 

20,000  miles  a  year 

conversion  costs  can 

be  recouped  in  four 
years. 

•  USING  LPG  also  ex¬ 
tends  me  life  of  oil,  spark 
plugs  and  catalytic 
converters. 

•  TANKS  take  up 
surprisingly  little  room. 

They  are  pressurised 
and  can  survive  impacts 
better  than  petrol  or 
diesel  tanks. 


As  an  alternative  to  petrol  and  dieseL  LPG  must  be  in  pole  position  after  the  boost  it  got  in  last  year’s  Budget  when  duty  was  reduced  by  25  per  cent 

either  petrol  or  diesel.  Most 
importantly,  it  produces  no 
particulates,  the  harmful  sooty 
specks  blamed  for  Ihe  increas¬ 
ing  incidence  of  asthma  and 
other  lung  diseases  that  have 
gone  such  a  long  way  recently 
towards  destroying  any  claims 
for  diesel  as  an  environmen- 
tally-friendly  fuel. 

It's  not.  Of  course,  as  dean  as 
electricity,  which  produces  no 
such  emissions.  But  even  the 
most  advanced  electric  vehi- 
des.  on  sale  in  America  and 
undergoing  tests  in  Coventry 

old  proSem*’ o?Sort°range  Double  fillers  on  an  LPG-converted  car  and  the  gas  tank  in  the  boot  with  cut-off  valves  that  work  automatically  in  accidents 

and  heavy  and  costly  batteries.  .....  . .  . 

'  The  idea  of  a  car  that  runs  that  work  automatically  in  the  ing  routes  I  have  covered  in  even  when  the  switch  is  in  the  initial  mixture  this  might  pro 

on  gas  sounds  a  bit  scary  to  a  event  of  accidents.  vehides  of  almost  every  de-  gas  position,  the  engine  starts  voke  a  backfire  or  brief  mis 

lot  of  people,  but  LPG  has  now  So  what  is  it  like  to  drive  a  scription  from  the  desperately  on  petrol.  *  fire.  If  you  run  out  of  one  fue 

been  around  for  more  than  60  car  fuelled  by  LPG? ’-1  bor-  decrepit  to  the  enviably  extrav-  •  on  the  move,  the  switch  to  th< 

years.  Modem  pressurised  rowed  the  Accord  for  a  week  of  aganL  The  answer  is  that  once  "W"  et  it  run  a  few  seconds,  other  is  automatic  and  hap 

tanks,  which  have  been  sub-  commuting  between  home  the  car  is  going  there  is  no  I  blip  the  throttle  and  it  pens  without  a  hiccup,  as  1 

ject  to  exhaustive  tests,  are  and  office  in  London  and  difference  at  all.  I  switches  to  gas.  If  you  discovered  to  my  relief  in  tin 

equipped  with  cut-off  valves  house-viewing  in  Kent  follow-  The  only  peculiarity  is  the  L,i  forget  the  blip,  the  gas  middle  of  Euston  Road. 


Dual-s 

and 


[-system  switch 
d  fuel  gauge 


that  work  automatically  in  the 
event  of  accidents. 

So  what  is  it  like  to  drive  a 
car  fueUed  by  LPG?  .1  bor¬ 
rowed  the  Accord  for  a  week  of 
commuting  between  home 
and  office  in  London  and 
house-viewing  in  Kent  follow- 
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ing  routes  I  have  covered  in 
vehides  of  almost  every  de¬ 
scription  from  the  desperately 
decrepit  to  the  enviably  extrav¬ 
agant:  The  answer  is  that  once 
the  car  is  going  there  is  no 
difference  at  all. 

The  only  peculiarity  is  the 
starting  procedure.  There  is  a 
switch  mounted  on  the  centre 
console  by  which  the  driver 
can  select  gas  or  petrol.  But, 
because  the  pure  gas  is  initial¬ 
ly  slow  to  mix  with  air,  the 
conversion  is  set  up  so  that 


even  when  the  switch  is  in  the 
gas  position,  the  engine  starts 
on  petrol. 


Let  it  run  a  few  seconds, 
blip  the  throttle  and  it 
switches  to  gas.  If  you 
forget  the  blip,  the  gas 
simply  cuts  in  the  first  time  the 
engine  exceeds  2,000rpm. 

There  is  a  third  position  in 
which  it  is  possible  —  ifyouVe 
run  out  of  petrol,  say  —  to  start 
the  car  on  gas  alone,  although 
because  of  the  vagaries  of  the 


initial  mixture  this  might  pro¬ 
voke  a  backfire  or  brief  mis¬ 
fire  If  you  run  out  of  one  hid 
on  the  move,  the  switch  to  the 
other  is  automatic  and  hap¬ 
pens  without  a  hiccup,  as  I 
discovered  to  my  relief  in  the 
middle  of  Euston  Road. 

My  one  criticism  of  the 
conversion  in  the  Accord  was 
the  gas  gauge;  a  series  oflights 
beneath  this  switch  was  im¬ 
possible  to  read  on  the  move 
and  still  required  a  great  deal 
of  squinting  and  shading  even 


at  a  standstill.  Then  Sisson 
showed  me  the  much  neater 
conversion  on  his  own 
Vauxhali  Vectra.  When  the 
switch  was  flicked,  the  stan¬ 
dard  fuel  gauge  simply  read 
for  gas  instead  of  petrol. 

Calor  and  Jet’S  long-term 
aim,  of  course,  is  to  encourage 
tiie  introduction  of  specific  LPG 
engines  by  major  manufactur¬ 
ers.  But  the  dual-fuel  conver¬ 
sion  has  one  advantage:  the 
cars  have  virtually  twice  the 
range  of  a  standard  model 


Prizes  worth  £40,000 


Rover’s  centre  of  tomorrow 
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On  the  eve  of  tomorrow’s  race,  the  Argentine  Grand 
Prix  in  Buenos  Aires,  we  reprint  the  Fantasy 
Formula  One  scores  for  each  of  the  selections 
after  the  Brazilian  Grand  Prix.  The  panel  below  shows 
Berger  leading  the  drivers  with  272  points  and 
McLaren  beading  the  constructors  with  53 
points.  Full  results  of 
tomorrow’s  race  will 
appear  in  Sport  next 
Friday.  To  register  to 
play  our  £40.000 
Fantasy  Formula  One 
game,  in  association 


THE  PRIZES 

JACKPOT:  The  manager  with  the  best  team  score  on  our 
Fantasy  Formula  One  ieaderboard  after  the  final  race  of  the 
season,  the  Portuguese  Grand  Prix  at  Estoril,  on  October  26. 
will  win  £25.000.  Prizes  of  £10.000  and  £5.000  will  go  to  two 
runners-up. 

INDIVIDUAL  RACE  WINNERS:  The  manager  of  the 

team  which  scares  the  most  points  in 
tomorrow’s  Argentine  GP  will  win  a  VIP  trip  to 
*  tiie  British  GP.  The  runner-up  will  get  a  Sony 
wy***"!  PlayStation  and  Formula  One  game  worth  £20. 

TO  ENTER  BY  TELEPHONE  Call  our  entry  hotline  chi 
0891 405  001  (+44  990  100  311  outside  the  UK).  Calls  last 
approximately  seven  minutes  and  must  be  made  using  a 
Touch-tone  telephone.  You  will  be  asked  to  nominate  your 
12  twtxiigit  selections  in  turn.  The  order  in  which  you 
register  your  first  three  drivers  will  be  your  predictions  for 
the  1st.  2nd  and  3rd  finishing  places  for  the  grands  prix 
where  bonus  points  apply. 

You  will  then  be  asked  to  give  your  Fantasy  Formula  One 
team  name,  your  own  name,  address,  postcode  and  daytime 
telephone  number.  You  will  receive  a  10-digit  PIN  number 
as  confirmation  of  your  entry. 

TRANSFERS  if  you've  already  entered  a  team  you  can 
change  up  to  four  selections  before  the  San  Marino  GP  by 
calling  0891  555  994  (++44  990 100  394  ex  UK)  before  noon 
on  Thursday  April  24.  Your  new  team  must  comprise  three 
selections  from  each  of  groups  A.B.C  and  D.  The  first  three 
selections  you  make  will  be  deemed  to  be  your  prediction  for 
the  Monaco  GP  bonus  points. 

CHECK  YOUR  SCORE  Check  the  scores  and  positions  of 
your  team(s)  by  calling  0891 884  648  (0044  990 100  348  ex 
UK)  and  tap  in  your  10-digii  PIN  number.  The  line 
currently  carries  all  positions  after  die  Brazilian  GP  and  will 
be  updated  an  Wednesday  April  16  after  the  Argentine  GP. 


with  the  Marlboro  World  Championship  Team,  just 
choose  a  team  of  six  racing  drivers  and  six  constructors, 
three  from  each  of  the  four  groups  listed  in  the  panel 
below.  Entry  lines  are  open  for  registration  for  the  San 
Marino  Grand  Prix  at  Imola 
until  noon.  Thursday  April  24. 
You  can  check  the 
position  of  your  team(s) 
by  using  our  checkline. 

•  You  can  also  play 
Fantasy  Formula  One 
with  The  Sunday  Times 


M&HE  3  SELECTIONS  FROM  EACH  Of  THESE  FOUR  GROUPS 
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93  SO 

07  M  Hakkinen 

12S 

253 

02  M  Schumacher  126  261 

08  DCoufthaid 

116 

266 

03  J  Vtlleneuve 

172  192 

09  R  BarricbeJIo 

22 

77 

04  E  Irvine 

101  113 

40  H-H  Frentzen 

116 

222 

06  JAIesi 

121  164 

11  J  Herbert 

131 

141 

06  G  Berger 

149  272 

12  M  Safe 

119 

160 

mm 

130  Parts 

140  257 

19G  FcshicheBa 

113 

135 

14  J  Verstappen 

107  99 

20SNakano 

106 

227 

ISUKatayama 

92  126 

Stt  N  Larini 

126 

247 

ISPOiniz 

16  130 

22  JTruffi 

118  232 

17R  Rosset 

0  0 

23  JMagnussen 

7 

41 

18  R  Schumacher 

~  1  •  ”  '±:  :  . 
-r.-uiT'iMwefc-Ais 

59  65 

24  V  Soapin’ 

i 

L  wmmIbW 

0 

•  0 

ze 

25  Williams  30  29  31  Arrows  -10  -3 

20  Ferrari  22  37  32Saubftf  20  31 

27 McLaren  23  53  33Tyrrefi  14  -6 

28  Benetton  25  38  34Mnanli  15  23 

29  Jordan  9  -11  35  Stewart  -10  .-30 

30  Prost  24  48  36  Lola  0  0 

The  first  cokxnn  of  figwes  in  light  type  after  foe  names  show 
the  Fantasy  Formula  One  Brazilian  GP  race  scores,  the  second 
column  the  total  competition  points  so  far 


FANTASY  FORMULA  ONE  24-HOUR  ENTRY  LINE:  0891  405  001 

-44-990  100  311  outside  Ihe  UK 


OS97  calls  cost  50p  per  minute  (standard  tariffs  apply  to  +44  990  caUsj, 


CHANGING  TIMES 


Ian  Morton  visits 
the  plant  that 
will  design  the 
millennium  Mini 

The  Mini  for  the  millen¬ 
nium  —  the  car  that  will 
take  the  legend  of  the 
the  Sixties  into  another  centu¬ 
ry  —  will  be  born  in  Rover's 
new  design  and  engineering 
centre  in  Warwickshire. 

The  £30  million  centre  has 
already  produced  the  “Spiritu¬ 
al”  Mini  concept  cars  that 
captured  the  limelight  at  the 
Geneva  motor  show.  Its  cre¬ 
ation,  which  has  entirely  taken 
place  since  BMW  acquired 
Rover,  appears  to  offer  further 
confirmation  that  Munich  in¬ 
tends  Rover  to  remain  a 
separate  and  largely  self-pro¬ 
pelled  partner  within  BMW. 

Sited  on  Rover's  existing 
900-acre  text  complex  and 
proving  ground  at  Gaydon. 
the  centre  was  moored  in  1992 
what  it  was  decided  to 
centralise  the  company's  his¬ 
torically  dispersed  design,  en¬ 
gineering  and  development 
studios.  When  BMW  took  over 
Rover  in  1994,  detailed  plan¬ 
ning  had  only  just  begun. 

“As  a  strongly  engineering- 
led  company,  BMW  folly  sup¬ 
ported  Rover's  ambitions  to 
create,  a  world-class  product 
design  and  development 
centre  in  Britain,"  says  Nick 
Siephcnson,  Rover  Group  de¬ 
sign  and  engineering  director. 
“Rover's  new  facility  plan 
fitted  well  with  BMW’s  exist¬ 
ing  R&D  resources." 

Work  started  in  March  1995. 
14  months  after  BMW’s  take¬ 
over.  Now  more  than  1.000 
staff  are  designing  Rovers  for 
Ihe  millennium.  A  number  are 
from  BMW.  but  for  that 
matter  several  Rover  person¬ 
nel  are  now  based  in  Munich. 

“There  is  duplication,”  ad¬ 
mits.  Geoff  Upex,  design  and 
concept  director.  “We  have 
here  much  of  the  same  equip¬ 
ment  that  BMW  has  —  strate¬ 
gically  it  would  be  silly  far  us 
to  have  different  kit  to  BMW. 
We  use  the  same  automatic 
motorised  measuring  systems 


ji* .  v-  ■  -  ■■  \ 

Sound  barrier  a  Range  Rover  is  noise-tested  in  the  semkuiechoic  chamber  at  Gaydon 


and  arc  building  our  clay 
models  to  40  per  cent  foil  size 
in  line  with  BMW  practice 
because  th3t  scale  fits  BMW's 
wind  tunnel." 

Projects  begun  and  devel¬ 
oped  at  Gaydon  will  need 
Munich  approval,  says  Upex. 
but  on  tiie  same  basis  that 
Rover's  previous  owner,  Brit¬ 
ish  Aerospace,  was  expected  to 
"take  an  intense  interest  at 
critical  stages". 

Nu  working  balance  has 
been  established  and  there  is 
no  assumed  formula  for  this, 
Upex  adds.  Some  early  work  is 
being  shared  by  Gaydon,  Mu¬ 
nich,  independent  design 
houses  and  BMW's  technical 
centre  in  the  US. 

“We  have  a  relationship 
where  on  some  projects  we 
may  cooperate,  and  on  others 
we  may  compete.  It's  about 
best  use  of  a  total  resource.” 

Vastly  airy,  with  daylight 
flooding  in  through  huge  win¬ 
dows.  the  centre  includes  a 
large  showroom  where  top- 
level  discussions  take  place 
around  the  concept  models  on 
which  decisions  must  be  tak¬ 
en.  a  process  modelled  on 
BMW  practice. 

Outside  is  a  “viewing 
garden"  where  Rovers  and 
rival  products  can  be  looked  at 
in  daylight  from  up  to  100 
yards,  so  that  executives  never 
lose  contact  with  how  the 
public  sees  vehides. 

The  main  building  groups 
around  a  central  thoroughfare 
—  known  as  The  Strwt  —  a 
number  of  specialist  areas 
such  as  day  model-making. 


wnodmill.  trim  development, 
fibreglass  styling  and  a  work¬ 
shop  where  competitors'  cars 
are  stripped  to  reveal  their 
secrets. 

Among  the  .specialist  re¬ 
search  areas  on  the  site  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  quest  for  more 
reliableand  refined  Rovers  are 
two  which  have  innovative 
facilities  unmatched  in  the 
automotive  industry. 

To  tackle  increasingly  tough 
regulations  to  control  the  noise 
emitted  by  passing  vehicles  — 
and  to  overcome  the  exigences 
of  British  weather  —  Rover 
has  brought  the  test  indoors 
into  a  large  semi-anechoic 
chamber  (sound  is  absorbed 
by  the  walls  to  reduce  echoes 
virtually  to  nil)  in  which  a 
stationary  vehicle  is  revved  on 


rollers  and  a  computer  runs 
the  sound  through  a  fixed 
avenue  of  microphones  to 
reproduce  exactly  the  effect  of 
a  moving  vehicle  passing  a 
single  microphone. 

And  in  the  Crest  facility 
(combined  road  and  environ¬ 
ment  simulation  test),  a  vehi¬ 
cle  on  a  suspension- 
pummelling  test  rig  may  at  the 
same  rime  be  subjected  to  the 
equivalent  of  intense  sunlight 
from  27  high-frequency  lamps 
each  delivering  4  kilowatts  — 
“ihe  same  as  standing  unpro¬ 
tected  in  the  middle  of  the 
Sahara  at  midday",  according 
to  the  technician  in  charge  — 
while  the  temperature  may  be 
varied  between  -40C  and  *S0C 
and  the  humidity  can  be 
adjusted  from  5  to  95  per  cent. 
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SAAB  9000  CS 
2.0S  LPT 

FSSH  Wood  A JC  ESR  t/w 
nual  Saab  extras.  While 
with  grey  interior, 
immaculate.  1992  K  reg 

35-500m.  £10.995. 
0181  44S  9343. 


C/tfflV  Ki.VQl 

iiQaa  ha»vi 

'■>A*.V»  MJT  tiD 
GA*«BV  IIAI-I] 

nr.arr  hjas 
GCfU*I  M&«fl 
GSTDIfl  I2MW 


jccjrr  J(L' Jpn 
JCR  'U3  Ai.'A 
JUA  M  fA  11V 
111.*  J&lttffl 
^  JCf  W  A 
AFIM  MJ-  iw- 
jfOO  4l/l 
Al.M  7M/TJ 
^«Ki  X*?1V 

»)  m  jiv 
JNVM  JTp  .-I.' 

JtHD*4  jlMI” 

Ml/jv  JiA/W 


MU  Dtv  NHlf  ttll 
mi  MCA  Nda 
novas  m<M 
0*3  Mf*D  win 
UML  7||  IWIM 
IfltUllt  NAHUM 
MV  *73  fit  An 
11*107  M  MID 

MU1  MJ  |T 

3MU1T  IMPPj 


MARKET 
RESEARCH 

33  DAISY  HILL.  CHORLEY 


CHEAPEST  Toyota  T*.  SAMKOS  on  Oon 

Toynm  gwg  _JgUly.  do  try  «Wi  dotavarr 

tUwjtTT  01 S2Q  723S34  anrtimii  hnprwf  ToL  0! 


tavovT  niiUaqp.  Not 

Tab  01480  812239  T 


TOYOTA  SPORTS/ 
AUTHORISED 


TOYOTA  laadcinlur.  MnlW 

MDtag?  Cnnam  Cn» 


SUBARU 


SUBARU  SVX  l«93a>  Black,  il 
nwdlllnnliofl,  09,995.  OS56< 


UVEH  MOD* 
■NIVF  ui| 
lOTM  viojfl 
WlWDO  Hint 
V  J  KT  Yt>  7M4 
Will  71*1110 

vwi  vnm 

hi  mo  >iuc 

VIC  20  rt>l 

Iwm  n»n> 

» VO*  OHM 
VPPDO*  VtP  IK] 


REGISTRATION  TRANSFERS  i. 

OFFICE  ADDRESS:-  TELEPHONE  EST 1982 

cS^fiSf^^ULffiSSS  01582477333  — 

FAX  (01582)  607713  cmon-fri  sam-7pm.  sat  ioaampm.  sun  idaimpui 


i  awns:  : 
!  *m  ojn 
>  I  l  w  > 
;  «iimi  , 
i  ’(*£  < 

Ml  I 
I  UBDKN  ; 
I  MtKT  , 
!  *11  Do a, 

J  Ctf.T 

I  ZKDU  1 

i  man  i 
raw.* 

1 1FL".  I 


(MONFRI  9  AM- 7  PM.  SAT  10AM-4PM.  SUN  ID  AM-4  PU) 

;  »£Pt  :«fw  |  icy*.  |jct«/  j  tic JTKruir  ii 


BUYERS:-  OVER  1  MILLION  REGISTRATIONS 
AVAILABLE  ON  OUR  DATABASE  RANGING  FROM 
C19KTOO.OOO.  TELEPHONE  NOW! 
SELLERS:-  FREE  QUOTATIONS  &  MATCHING 
SERVICE  TELEPHONE  NOW! 


I  iOJj_  |  jci hj  i  tot o£.  ;  a.uia,  lv>c  m  i  iceyc  uruuc  ,]nn> 

JhTCJB  94*1  'av>»  »1W  *'  iwO  *)  use  410  MUD  DTP  TV 

>  Tf2  -S'441  .I'm  flilOH  ILWVU6  Ml  USn  U,MI  cut,  DC 

IZMIVJ  :  JB  141  !  0094  .T  41  LB,  UUfOO  ir>  111  W43  DllCUt 

.1*0191  ;  JUb  I  IJ«  '  un in;,  «sp;  m«4  MlOww 

MWR  I  JL 3444  |  09*  23*  iJCZ!  *K»l»S  UUIS  HMM  DUOtl 

*UM|3  JMIOO  14101:  i  mAi  luv m  , i*n  iim,  wh 

'hum  Ijjnw  KTClE  RLCU  IU 19  11  MSI  WIT  ,UWOI 

«ioi  !  ijjj  0E4V  !  tea 77  iiu*«u  usvsn  Nuaitt  pi 

mx  tw  1 1401  I  nr  an  i  iio>  |*mou*C  mu  mi  mms.  9  pad 
mhc«  l*nnt  [jipfh  I  nica  jDaQiaiaj  auarn  aiiwe  mori 

IM4  9D4  llJVTD  I  II 041  J  j,  LDC  41^ UAH  LlUTk  WV4  PAM 717 

IM4MMT  !*»•  '  afoau  I  PlLOC  luiluu  Ml. on  auall  SPAM 

1  win  mi*  i  .n  i  l tat  muna*  uwn  Wf  Ml  PAM  149 

TELEPHONE  IMOW  FOR  OUR  FREE  SALES  BROCHURE 

■  HU,  urn  *001  ,U*U>  INIJIMI  H1UTS  aw*  Jfi~~  PAD 

j  HI  BUT  MCit  ADM  UH  44J  llUICM  a«4a«TT  JsaPU  P*  5£0 

Micac  ac i  Kcrx  Min  maim  9*114111  90c  bu>p*s 

W.94U  «7*u  Ptoan  U7T43I  ,477144V  H»  UU  NNT  09  PTSTEL 

HMM  JIM  Vt  AM  .131  Dv  MUM,  lUCCn  MlVNM*  P*ZM* 

1  hcm  rm>  *i  IOM17  L£  n  luwam  *miu  iw  73P»T 

IIHJx  1J1M  01C3  PI* LEA  |M*Y  IBP  aUT  3  BK»  PW1M 

MILLIONS  OF  NUMBERS  ON  OUR  WEBSITE] 
HTTPiliWWW. REGTBANSFERS.CO.UK  I 


I HJ *40  I3M  aM.'  '  LEE 41  IMU47T7  UVNI  **4nOO  444PAU 

4IKU  aaxo  KHiTtt  o,  IPS  *  is  act  sticitm  !MK  ji  pm 

kjk«m  JU4,  «17MW  c£i«fl  >mutr  mu*c  WI M>  aupsb 

NJS94S  ZT  Jkl  UKMV  LBUM  IM1UB0  MWU  7K  M0NU1  POE  *94 

HJVI  4HI1  Alt  147  LED  919  UI4SP  MU,  *11  <C«  POP  Ul 

9401*  *1  MB  77  1*0  LEO  AIOMM  SB  141  f  I92NOT  WIOl 

«2MiD  JIJAO  Ml 770  LEOn  {hi  ISO  A7I41U  1«i  n - 


gCTDW  |  AM 
JOC  HJ 
BJCtl  JIA 
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tt«n  OM  JO  AJD  n  1 10  LG  444UCV  H*JACl  670  um  PC4  700 

473WT  JOC  37*,  AMKJf  MLGO  *9MCW  LIIMM.  04*673  PCEU7 

HL *  M JOC  AJI409  LGHI  (BAUD  UBAwn  487 Aft*  All  PU 

N1H.4  CSBJCC  J1KJ&  un  C  IS 0974  7N»  KIR  PCJi 

94  H4  aAMMmHwwwww  PCPJTS 

SfiS  DIAL-A-FAX 

TO  RECEIVE  A  MORE  COMPREHENSIVE  UST  OF  OUR 
HIM  REGISTRATIONS  DIAL  FROM  YOUR  PAX  MC S  PRESS 
“''•f;  STW  OR  SEND  RECEIVE  J5,. 

0336  411479 

B4HQM  CM  auiMWSbuuan*— PEG* 
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HOP  4 14  L  I 
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IN  THIS  ADVERT 
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9017  R.  591  WO  | 
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4S7IKP  SKA  400 
«t  i  no  am  spa 

5"rS?  Sk^ 

RL*  36a  641  SA. 

RU  44  A4SM4 
RU 114  SHUT 
RU4  927  5*046  | 

R.TJ0  ,597187 
FU7M  ,™»T 
22  Mi  *17130  ! 
SM96S8  *L»  I 
OIBU*  *11  5LS 
•16MM  5LUB67  I 

491  RUG  *1  SLVtf  I 

W41*0»  SCO  a** 
Mil  1MB 
41  MM  366  SUE 
AMI  464  51*720  I 

«• *5  3t»t*8  , 

WRO  SSP8MP 
I  K»  84SMG  ! 
M»707Y  AiBSua  ; 
JUROG  A391C  | 

*64  POO  5A94946 

M*  RCfcl  «*  S»« 
■Mat  V4MI 
aom  !  *3  sms  I 
near  13  so  itst  1 
aim  soex 

777  HP*  SOI  1 
AIRFD  5067  *85 
772  RPC  M&/JNG 
RPC  766  G7SOO  | 
■  HPF  SK-  400 
379  RPJ  *18  SOP 
BPL 191  90V41 

297  WP  SOV  172 


B18IMI  MCI  *3* 

mOWT  HCWI 
179,  140  BCW4V 
*1 UUU  *816776 
XKJKIBN  3273  HD 
una  ■  ji  wdf 

uxi  mo  nc*  i 

360  U7C  WDT9 
IIWI  WOJBQ 


01257  482305 


STE  733 

£3750 

01204 

844003 


CAR  IB 

On  retention. 
Offers  over 
£7,000. 

01224  582465 
01224626021 

NEY8 

inducing  Classic  5L3C 
Cabriolet  Jaguar 
£T5i000ona 

01705  466463 


RJW330 

Rate  opportunity. 
Best  offer  over  £5k 


01630673135 


REGISTRATION  NO’S. 
CNDA  MEMBERS 


*  NAME  PLATES  j 


IMPRESSA 

Turbo.  Mcrae  series. 
9000  miles,  as  new. 
119,995. 

01744  733622/ 
01744733591 


IJWIlllUk  ff6F)  teclDn  Sad.  Itaj 
noil*  hpu  Air  CondUiCMUiM 
2.000  nllM  £37500  CnypaaL 
UL-  01SQ9  232S3 

CHIMAERA 

4.0  K  reg'93.  Metallic 
Cooper  Green,  Cream  fe 
bide.  SI. 000  miles, 
FTVRSH,  £20^00. 

Stunning  car, 
tel:  0410  443371 
(Newcsd). 


CHIMAERA 

4.0 1993  Red  FuU  Cream 
Leather  ifllerior.  good 
steto.  just  serviced, 
excellent  cooditkm. 
£23DOO. 

Tel:  Daytime 
01582  766766  Evenings 
01582833948. 


S3  2.9 

IVMH 

Mkbvgt*  Btne  Mcnlhc 
Sttrco.a53nn.Tkx,  MOT 
I  owner 

Foil  TVR  Service  Hiswry 
55  JMO  mite. 

cii^sa 

0181 4676631  (h) 
or  0171 4942005(0) 


TVR  GRIFFITH 
500. 

P  reg'd.  10,000  mies.  As  new. 
Blue/pey  leather. 
£32.995  owvo. 

Tefc  0113  250  0537  (Day) 
0113  2842387 

(Ewe/Weekends). 


VOLKSWAGEN' 


NWWrtCDUCmirniJOO; 

VB6  from  El  5.900  Finance 

■jnU  tm  oxsea  aspen,  T 


BOnsnUEUIALMS 


GOLFS 

tmSAVtBLEPMSSOHUL 

moms 

NEV  UK  97  SPECIFOUDM 

a-a.-en-VRG.TDi 

HATCHBACKS  I  ESTATES 
ALSO  CONVERTIBLES 
PART  EXCHANGE  &  RMAMCE 
MfUHSED 
SI  703  tTO20S 
«  FAX  0110471707 
EDRDCWTUGHTJlLCffiS 


CORRADO  VR6 

1BML  BWcttHMiy  WetaOc.  FW1 
Buck  leather,  eloesic 
wndows  and  Bunroot,  homed 
60813,  FVWSH.  52.000  mte. 
Pfcmeei  12-vack  CO  Sound 

System.  Vary  Good  CondBon. 
£13,700 
Contact 
01952  091617 

0831533110 


GOLF 

VR6 

94  L.  Amo.2fik.FSH.ex. 
wty..  alarm,  perien 
£LV»0L 

TeL  01865  820767 


GOLF 

VR6  5  duor93K  Tornado 
red.  aUnti.  unmob.  FSH, 
private  piau.  inunac. 

Cl  1.995  ooo. 

0181  673  7836/ 
0374  444  090. 


VOLVO  ■ 
AUTHORISED 


VOLVO 

-Approved  Used  Cars 


(7FteTOGtfMffOEST 
*M  KB  CD  £9  2W  «m>  ESI 
HP  BB'n  SEJUnOSMJXW 
BFEDBEUEST 
MBSOSEUJUnOESr 
•HMSCIESMMNX 
aauacu  Maw  um>  est  mc 


Templars 

EEPHONE:  0800  91516S  | 

VOLVO 


Ridgeway  West 
OVOOO  VOLVOS 
01793  Vi!  ],,97  1 
NATIONWIDE  DIZHVFFri' 

VOLVO 

:  T5  ESTATES 


Volkswagen 

Dovereourt. 


Tamplinscrayso 

NAT!CNV."D£  DELIVERY 

0181  689  2020 

OPEN  7  CAYS 
SL'f.  SAY  11.c;-S.C3 


VOLVO 


S’  KtriiCffi-Arscto:  123Ba*iFKliai 

37  SL-fi  Si  f=S fe  9 liras  ItOl  Ukm 

a  r^iaa^tocaBiwafcKeSonrtteit* 

n  ta:(!£a>Eta6nimnts«te«Jomio™ 
tt  SU2R2Z  SPaeSat 
» GBiustP suixtononiHfaWFiiteiw 
9S> 

St  P2J)H,a3  nJSci;  KyiiteB 
g  3EJ»a«5KlSc|»aienBB*sJ!taBrtiH 
SI  MWtteBcateiEdaatligilBa 
n  flU«guw3taikteiUDite;Dn(, 


ST.  JOHNS  WOOD 


w  EtuamaaMiDinnbu^miiaBcvHHwssandttr! 
St  GSLFGn  >s»Sta  uumms 

Sff  HUTO.3fcDapGuuatetaO^*te«««M 

m  mifini^widLiBfexaigrixi'iMWLiteEkxVtes 

Bi«3npiBa.waBgfliiBteBB«^Br<mw,Bsai _ 

CM  OF  THE  WSt-HtUfiBIS  CHOICE 
Ma—»>R>ii*LUWta.«,iKia.NnLDaW 

m  nutua.  sa  um  um  s«  ta«  «.  ca 
nr  Ftui«.3DiiaaicrMMm(mBdi 

w  SMmua.«8S  «o«  R^antexc  Bute  bkksbu 
IH  ncHSBE  14 CLhCautaaiK  OLhCKMM  taxdl 


QHisnnBmEiiB 


VOLVO  T-5 

S70  £r  V7Q  SE/  CD 
TREMENDOUS  SAVINGS  ON 
NEWRHD 

UJC  37  SPECIFICATION 
PART  EXCHANGE  WELCOME 
&  FINANCE  ARRANGED 
EURO  CONTMENTAL  CARS 
CALL  01703  470208 
OR  FAX  01703 
471707 


r  850  T5R 

Auto  Estate 

1995  M.  Black,  alloys.  Ithr. 
air  con.  1  owner.  39k  mb. 

£21.000  ono 

01892  5366Z7. 


VOLVO  WANTED 


AM  organ  bm4  for  nil  nodal 
high  ipec  VUm’i  nnd  atfiar 
I  ninlgt  mnimaan.  Any whom 
DX  Tad:  0181  893  6122. _ 


I  3KWD  LSO-OJ  731430 

I  KWH  1  I  L»  171  711  a, 

awm  *mltd  uaasi 
ro  Ilttm  vucw 
HI  na  L  L1L44  <81  MOO 

<7*474  46LTO  4784  MP 


NE  NUMBERS  (S2> 

0191  520  2200  '«t  -  -t| 


REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS  WANTED 


MAT  51 
DM  +  NO. 
DMC  +  NO. 

TEL: 

019.1  4143550 
0191  4177846. 


SAAB  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


■e<ra  I  lthb/i  i *rw^i  icwj 

UIKYD  I  V40LT1  laMPT  ««U 

*7»YU  LTV  3  MUPG  n5N» 

Krt «  717V  <  UP*,  *1  100 

44*  L**  HUB  ,»1JMP.  »*» 

M4l*fl  LIICEY  MPIJM-  061 

64  LAC  *U  LUC  I »  MK,  BOB  mO 
*1BL*C  U7V3  IKIMO  IJO 

WO  L*£>  LU3  BIS  I « l*J  un  46* 

aiLV  4606  LY  IMP*  11  All  MAY 

i  61 1  L*L  XI  L«0  asms  wr  MO 
{  law, m  iaiw  imi  !**"■ 

I  UL*W  livmr  j  MS  M  6HM 

BWS  SLBJte,  TOn,  unonjao  1*0  «i 


tX?3 

■53 


Cm  On  ** 

TVR  CHIMAERA  4*0 

A  ctmuic  British  aportaear 
For  Dally  Hire 

Ala)  Ferrari  3*815  iriSU  231 
Mb  Bor  MKtehn  on  CM  Mart 
HranMaialMilMni 

07000  280280 

r  CHIMAERA  ^ 

N  reg,  deep  blue  metaSc. 
aeam  leather,  mafftofia  8 
chrome  dak,  FTVRSH,  11IC 
miles,  excellent  contfition. 
07^50- 

Teh  01753  820432  or 
.  01753  883377  , 


350SE 

Limited  edition 
T990H  Ruby  Mica  Rad 
with  FuS  B«ga  Leather, 
only  1  of  25  made  with 
3.9L  angina  23.500  mien. 
1  ownef.  FTVRSH 

613^500  or  £14,000 

with  P/pi ste. 

01245225127 


ROLLS-ROYCE  &  BENTLEY 
AUTHORISED  DEALERS 


Burton  House 

The  New  Nome  for  Rous 
Royce  c fc  Ben: ley 

Burimi  House,  Attcrcliffe  Roiul 
Sheffield  S-l  "M  U: 

Tel:  0114  289  5260 


OPEN  SUNDAY 
I  Jam  -  3pm 


96P  RENTLF.Y  Tl'RRU  mFm 

OCac*  £<*— »Ypr*^#r*-'A-B*iC*La  C— jmt»r  4<Ww- 


'RRU’R'  PO  A 

i*n  wi«x  *  ,vs.r\. 


V6S  BENTLEY  TURBO  ’R'  ^ 

untwoaM'MiiMu.'u**  XO“,  yi/T/ 


Q5N  BENTLEY  TURBO  'R'£BQ  ««*, 

MX,l>.-JMiS.<lr'xi~gH  ,li*H***r  toy, SfHJ 


94%t  BENTLEY  TURBO  ’R’„ 0  cnn 

b.gftix.Mi»i’n.A.'i ;m*u-  X./o,jUtl 


M M  BENTLEY  TURBO  ‘R  ‘  cjo  znr. 


WROILS-ROYCE  SILVER  SPUR  pS)  4 

*,,u.xa'.i.*n.i.*A-  ,m»u-  * 


NV  ROLLS-ROYCE  SILVER  SPIRIT 


£75,995 


TVR  WANTED 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


‘Premier  Plates 


Cteenaghan 


BaBnmaflartl.  Co.  Ferminagh  BT94 ! 

Tel/FMc  Of 385  388782 

GB  444*  -  r  950  JJJS62- 

Fh  6*46  -  C1550  OCW  5152  . 

SCJ  675  —  Cl.  100  HU  638C  • 

ADZ  84B  —  £  298  PA  4«»  - 

Sj7S0-i.a#a  sa  b*ss  - 

BL  828  —  C  37S  «.  ^  - 

HIW  83d  —  t  320  XU  1Z73  - 

HR.  5581  -  C  210  UBflTB- 

Sl«5~C32D  4i“E.- 

UHZ  2778  -  t  340  WIA  IBB  - 

*ulZ  ,861  —  C  320  CBS  315 

DA2  BB7S  -  C2U  EQ2  608  - 

Hji  775  -  E  420  002  379  - 

E®  8735  -  C  180  KAZ  W«  ■ 

up  sfi02  -  C  160  MTU.  6628  . 

FAZ  4444  -  E  40  M«  8K7 

jb.  5018  -  E  >88  HUI  1978  ■ 

wun-rrai  IA2  86-g 

Ur  -  E  ISO  QLS  3386  - 


2  GTA 

&9CTAon  1980 
?00D  Auia  one 
owner.  £1 2.000. 

Tel:  0181 
7698072 


LEN  6  i  INC  140 


Oh  white  Daihatsu 
F  50  Diesel  Jeep. 
£6.000. 

Tel:  01937  572485. 


£3200. 

01202 

708230. 


GENERAL 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 


56*  AAC  723  BEL 
3SUC  MM 
AB.2  HEE  SS 

3*52  AC  16  BEN 
S146CE  BBCJ 
XCJKB  6BGT 
ACS  749  95BBH 
«ML  mBJB 

TIB  MM  3JILXJ 

M810B  I* 

ware  «aat£ 

IIU  7IBU 
7UCM3  BB2BUI 
M15AJC  IBB 
5Q5PJF  WUI9 
7UQ719  BBS  BOB 

MtitAAi  atom 
pn/us  27  BP 
B227US  BPF3T 
TIL  745  BW* 
HBflUJ  WBW 
is  ME  BBB745 


OHCBW  TMFSy 


2B50LB  CC333  JM3H  KM 9964  7311 

ISOODM  GDB193  II  JOB  KLBJ7  NOD 


CHS  GJ«  am  396 

94B0PW  SKS  5»JG 
DSC  693  CUT  686  JGL2M 
10BT  OK  7730  11 JGT 

D57713  6  CUE  JK4S86 

DEWS  104J  2JM 


409  HPF  TH7*» 
30BIIPG  CJFBO 
fl  Kit  TJB35B 
IMSr  7Xt22 
731  inc  SIK 


MW5SE6  TAU36 

ieeMNL  42ioo 
■an  ssnrm 


PRIVATE 

advertising 

OPENING  TIMES 


^MnAV-THURSPAY  9AM-8PM 

9am^i 

9AM^4PM 

SUNDAY^! 

XELi  0171 481 4000  FAX;  0171 7S2  7799 


DK  REGISTRATIONS 

Sodhan  <01787)  312222 

Mvn  TSuw/Liotk  in  ywreres  lmu.«u.Tihiv,49  B>wn»  iwivo.  _ 


TEX  1  &  1 
TEX 

£17,000 

Re-advertised  due  I o 
lime  wasters. 

TEL:  01603  429348 


C\I.f.  ■  Fax  vs  VI  Goli!  pf,n<--: 

07000  465  365 


IAF4WU1W5  LET75_C9«5 
4«tACDfl«95  BIILOKL2M5 
&24BAMOW  41MKNJ175* 
L<»8BHJ19»  MTOKJ229S 
i  18PEA-EW5 

N1890ANO95  PINKO-LJSI 
‘J469D8KXJJ65  PMF*7tIia» 
sEGXIM  ROX79iLU3 

-  CMR  *Wi7W  MRTS_£LW 
25HE_UfH  SJD-U8JEIW 
BL«HOC£24K  ST?  19*^145* 
HJP2—24W  SBL»-t»W 
SM  H1C  0595  TPL4X— OK 
J8B3MJ4WS  82WALJ239S 
281  KFCXII35  Wl  WDE14B5 

Lit- _ raai  wsca»ns*5 

i  NUHBEKS  ALSO  WANTEP  4 


l.OCuj.DOO  MORE  AVaILUBIJE 

KI.\G  NOW  e 
.t'OK  YOt:R  L.rtMBlN.ATiON  * 


iAAB  ON  TUB  DHTBUNET. 
hmu'/** ««  wXepHnhBaa  ha-o  uX 


23  C.D.T. 

9000.  1992.  ACC. 
alloys,  RC.  FSH,  all 
electric. 

59k  miles. 
£9.750. 

Tel:  01296  655423. 


9000  CSE- 

K  Reg.  56,000  miles. 
Silver.  2Ltr  turbo, 
manual,  air  con,  CD. 
Exceptional. 
£9.000  ono. 

Tel:  01629812041. 
Derbyshire. 


WANTED  nil  Imr  manage  TVT*. 
PIMM  CMMI  etndM  fiyiron. 
Made  vnUny-  0X81  3M  1114. 


TOYOTA 


r  PREVIA  GX  ^ 

i  Aixotmne.  N  tt%,  U  qwe,  Water 
A  Hub.  19k  BH  Mr  eonafaoning. 
ikyi.  aptw  wm,  eA  mnreri. 

aoUdstacLCD.  oKcaancconSilaB 

£18,950 

l  0181  441  7859  j 


N  REG  SUPRA 
AUTO  COUPE 

10TL  Red  Utti  beiga  laaner 
Manor,  Aeon,  atom  at 
etoctncR.  FSH.  23500  rrtoo, 
£33,500 

(0)01709  830730 
(8)01302743838 


Broughtons 


With  3  locations.  Broughtons  can  offer  you  unrivalled  choice,  outstand¬ 
ing  quality  and  exceptional  value.  So,  wherever  yon  are  in  the  country, 
you’re  not  too  far  from  a  Broughtons  Rolls-Royce  or  Bentley 


97P  Branfcbncfc  Sknuwl/fatdwm,  li 
97?  BnuUnuh  WiUtatyAfapwia.  IL 
9SP  t77*n~)  BnjeAhoii,  P^rniAhp^a.  3 
94?  (97MT)  Tirbo  B  Pcaxst/Lbaiofia.  5k 
P3L  CaariaadilR  BontenAtapwlb,  13 


ML  OmlfcwilBj'S  kjcnj  fim.Ti'lU/'oa/H,  .181  BNXt  HG  TSriwS  Cotah  WaoTLifc.  Sat 

9SS  Tnri*  R  Rojal  Liooy/MapifJn,  7V.  Q9S5D  9BG  SgM  VennliuAih|Bgiu.  SH 

Mi  Ibrln  R  CxnmAbgnria.  it*  09JKt  89F  Spirt  Ubp^Pxctera.  4tL 

«I  Conkfic  CommiJr  Wksc/Wbik;  3H  179^51  SS8  SBnfSpri  kr  Cm  flier  liiaj 

9CS  Hraokte*  BlarfLt«Do£a.  .U  £77,951  7SL  Statfan  1  Srfwr  ova  Bbd.  4L. 


R0JL  9SN  (96MY)  Spirit  nacodAL^naia,  41  04^51 

P0A  «4H  B/DOtlinah  LWB  Red  ParUSmddnk^  2a  09.951 

PO.L  MK  Siher  S^w  HJ  SE-yil  BW&lapnkx  5»1  £59,955 

tllWfl  m.  Tbita  B  BdjtI  BkuAbgKila.  40k  £59551 

£10558  HJ  Mnlfimre  “S'  HdmanVTaidBncfB,  44L  £44551 

DNXt  KG  TbriwH  Cotab  ftteOdgcte  WI5» 

£»55D  MG  0^  Yomikn/MigaDti  ."TU  £»55l 

0)55*  S8F  Spirt  LntspnTPxdmcnL  4(4  £M5» 

£79551  KB  SBttt  Sprit  kr  Grn  okt  CerfHcrfe,  •J5LD'1,95® 

£77551  73L  Sadon  I  Sdxt  ovct  Bbci.  44. 1  INna  0558 


95N  [«M\^  BreoUmdsSt*Taoc.VSjnd4iinf,  St  I7-L95®  1  1*W  Corn4cJ»  Sidra/Blte  lutmuii  RiaJoratoK  Ql.Wf 

Birmingham  Cheltenham  Bristol 

0121  4775557  01242  515374  0117  93003S8 

(0370  480  265)  (0836  217073)  (0370  480  264) 


DRIVING  TUITION 


VOLVO 

AUTHORISED 


What  price 
safety? 


